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OF  THE  SPIRIT: 

AND 

A   Scripture  Prophecy  of  the  Increase  of  Cbrut^s 
Kingdom^  and  the  Destruction  of  Antichrist ^ 
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Psalm  Ixxii.  19. 
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PREFACE. 

Although  thcfe  Sermons  were  preached  in  Scot- 
land, and  have  fome  reference  to  the  cafe  of  that  church 
iand  land  under  her  prefcnt  diviGons  and  backflidings  t 
yet  they  are  compofed  in  fuch  a  ftraiti,  as  to  be  ufeful 
and  applicable  to  any  church  Under  the  like  difl:empers» 
which,  alas  I  is  the  cafe  of  the  mod  part.  What  re* 
tnedies  can  be  fo  effeftual  to  cure  them  of  thefe  evils, 
as  thofe  propofed  in  the  following  Difcourfes ;  to  wit, 
the  excellent  Balm  of  Gilead,  and  the  glorious  miniftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  ?  If  it  were  the  gracious  ^ill  of  God 
to  difpofe  all  the  bifliops  arid  minifters  df  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  make  it  their  buGnefs  to  open  up  and  re- 
commend thcfe  noble  remedies  to  their  people,  it  would 
contribute  greatly  to  heal  their  maladies,  and  increafi^ 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  thefe  lands.  I  cannot  heljp 
thinking  but  thofe  who  are  confecrated  to  fpiritual  of- 
fices would  be  more  fuitably  and  profitably  employed 
in  this  work,  than  in  attending  courts,  and  purfuing  fe- 
Cular  defigns. 

Seeing  now  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  beginning  to  a- 
wake,  and  many  are  excited  to  run  to  and  fro  for  in«« 
Creating  gofpel*knowledge,  and  labour  to  propagate  the 
do£trine  of  falvation  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs 
of  the  ilain  Lamb  of  God  :  And,  feeing  the  Lord  ig 
pleafed,  in  fundry  parts  of  the  world,  to  giv'e  counten* 
ance  to  thefe  endeavours  by  the  out* pouring  of  his  Spi- 
rit, for  awakening  many  fouls  to  an  inquiry  and  fearch 
after  true  happinefs  through  the  bleffcd  Jefus,— ^It  doth 
highly  concern  all  gofpel-minifters  and  preachers  to  con<2 
cur  in  helping  forward  the  Lord's  work,  by^proclaiming 
the  faving  dodrine  and  offers  of  free  grace  to  the  worlds 
and  to  exert  themfelves  for  removing  out  of  the  way  all 
letts  and  hinderances  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  that  fo 
his  dominion  may  fpread  from  fea  to  fea,  through  all 
nations  of  the  earth. 

in  the  following  Sermons  I  have  made  fome  inquiry 

into  the  times  and  feafons  of  the  increafe  of  Chrid's 

kingdom :  and  becaufe  this  is  greatly  conne^ed  with 
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the  deftruftion  of  Antichrift,  I  have  mentioned  fome 
conje£lures  and  calculations  about  the  time  of  his  fall : 
thoujrh  I  think  none  (hould  be  too  bold  or  peremptory 
in  fixing  the  precife  time,  but  all  ought  to  wait  patient- 
ly until  God's  fet  time  (hall  come.  All  may  novr  per- 
ceive Antichrift  vifiSly  rifen  and  difcovered.  Nay,  wc 
have  feen  him  arrived  at  his  pomp  and  height  about 
1500  years  after  Chrift.  Since  that  time  the  Lord  hath 
begun  to  wafte  and  con  fume  him,  by  the  revival  of  re- 
ligion and  learning  in  the  world.  As  his  rife  was  gra- 
dual»  fo  (hall  his  confumption  be.  He  hath  now  been 
labouring  under  a  deadly  confumption  above  thefe  200 

J  rears  ps^ft.  The  wound  given  him  is  deep  and  mortal  ; 
0  whatever  pains  be  taken  fometimes  to  heal  it,  all 
ihall  be  in  vain :  For,  as  Chrift  muft  increafe,  fo  An« 
ticbrift  muft  decreafe,  and  be  quite  ruined  at  length,  as 
is  (hewed  in  the  following  Difcourfes.  May  all  the  lo- 
vers of  Chrift  pray  fervendy,  and  look  out  for  that  ble(N 
£sd  and  joyful  time. 
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SERMON    I. 

Jer.  viii.  20|  21  y  22* 

"7i&#  haroejl  is  pafi^  the  fummer  tr  ended ^  and  ive  are  not 
saved.  For  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  um  I  hurt^ 
I  am  black :  AJloniJhment  hath  taken  hold  of  me.  Is  ther^ 
no  halm  in  GUeadf  Is  there  no  phyfician  there  f  Why 
then  is  not  the  health  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  recover ^d^ 

IN  the  preceding  part  of  this  chapter  wc  have  iiepre- 
fented  a  great  de(lru£fcion  that  God  w^s  about  to 
bring  upon  a  (uiful  people,  and  the  coniUrnation  the 
-whole  land  (hould  be  in  upon  the  aisnrm  thereof.  The 
fins  of  Judah  were  come  to  a  great  hei^bt^  whereby 
God  was  provoked  to  let  loofe  the  Chaldeans  againft 
them.  The  prophet  was  himfelf  an  eye- witnefs  Sf  thd 
.  oppreffion  and  defolauon  of  his  counti^y  and  the  clukch 
of  God  by  the  Chaldean  army  *,  and  he  fore&w  ^ill 
greater  judgments  and  calamities  coming  upon  tm^m^ 
whereby  both  he  and  the  fertous  people  of  the  bind 
were  greatly  affeded,  and  put  to  lament  their  cafe  be- 
fore tlie  Lord.  Among  other  things,  they  lament  the 
difappointment  o£^  their  ei&pe£bation  of  healing  and  de- 
liverance from  diitreisi   ver;  15*   **    Wc   looked  for 

pe$ice. 
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peace,  but  no  good  came,  and  for  a  time  of  hiealth,  and 
behold  trouble."  I'hey  fometimes  had  hopeful  and 
promifingfeafons,  when  they  expefted  relief;  but  after 
all  their  waiting  they  were,  difappointed ;  thefe  likely 
times  of  healing  were  loft.  Hence  they  are  put  to  fay, 
••  The  harveft  is  paft,  the  fummer  is  ended,  and  we  are 
not  faved."  Summer  and  harvell  are  proper  feafons  of 
a£lion,  opportunities  for  armies  to  take  the  field,  to 
fubdue  enemies,  and  bring  about  deliverance  for  an  op- 
prefled  people :  The  winter  that  follows  is  not  a  fit 
feafon  for  adion.  It  is  fad  when  likely  feafons,  for 
faving  a  people  from  temporal  enemies  and  grievances, 
are  loft;  but  it  is  vet  fadder  for  them  to  lofe  hopeful 
and  promifing  feaions  for  faving  of  their  fouls*  'I*he 
lofs  of  fuch  harveft  or  fummer-days  for  our  fouls  is 
the  grcateft  ground  of  lamentation.  The  prophet  be- 
ing deeply  fenfible  of  his  peoples  lofs  and  calamitous 
condition,  he  is  grievoufly  diftreiTed  for  them,  ver*  2i« 
**  For  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  am  I  hurt, 
I  am  black,"  &c.  The  daughter  of  my  people  is  a  common 
Hebraifm  ufed  in  (cripture,  and  it  fignifies  the  body  of 
the  people  of  Judah,  which  was  God's  vifible  church 
tpon  earth;  their  hurt  and  diftrefs  did  affefi  the  holy 
man  in  the  mdft  tender  manner,  and  drew  forth  his 
fympathy  with  them.  Upon  this  account,  faith  he,  '<  I 
am  black,''  I  have  loft  my  wonted  colour,  my  face  is 
turned  blackifh,  or  I  go  in  black,  as  mourners  do.  I 
am  aftoniftied  and  troubled  the  more  that  I  fee  no  ap- 
pearance of  relief  for  them  in  their  difttefs,  their  cafe 
feems  to  be  hopelefs  and  incurable.  Upon  which  he 
puts  the  qpeftion,  ver.  22.  "  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gi- 
Icad  ?  Is  there  no  phyfician  there  ?  Why  then,"  &c.  Is 
there  no  balm  for  the  diftreiTed  church,  no  phyfician 
for  a  difeafed  land  ?  It  is  generally  thought  the  quef- 
tion  doth  not  import  any  defpair  or  denial  of  help, 
bul^  rather  the  contrary,  as  if  he  had  faid,  Is  there  no^ 
balm  ?  Is  there  not  a  Phyfician  ?  Yc8>  there  is.  The 
incurablenefs  of  their  difeafe  is  not  owing  to  the  want 
of  balm,  or  of  a  Phyfician  in  the  land,  but  to  them- 
feUes  and  their  unbelief.^  There  was  a  fufficieat  remedy 
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in  God,  alid  in  the  Meffiah,  for  all  their  grievancesi 
had  they  accepted  and  applied  the  fame.  Hence  he 
adds  that  pertinent  qucftion,  **  Why  then  is  not  the 
health  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  recovered  ^"  q.  d. 
What  is  the  caufe»  then,  or  to  whom  is  it  to  be  im- 
puted, that  the  church  or  people  of  Judah  do  ftill  lie 
in  a  dying  cafe  ^  furely  not  to  the  balm  nor  to  the  phy- 
fician,  but  to  their  own  folly  and  obftinaqy. 

^uefl.  What  is  here  meant  by  the  balm  of  Gilead  ? 

Jlnf,  The  land  of  Gilead,on  the  other  fide  Jordan,  was 
a  part  of  the  country  of  Ifrael,  where  that  plant  gretr, 
which  aflPorded  a  mod  precious  balm  for  healing,  when 
it  was  pierced  ;  which  was  a  rare  and  valuable  commo- 
dity that  other  countries  did  trafEck  for  with  the  land 
of  Ifrael,  Jer.  xlyi  11.  Ezek.  xxvii.  17.  And  we  fee  in 
Gen.  xxxvii.  25.  the  Iflimaelites  that  bought  Jofeph, 
carried  balm  from  Gilead  into  Egypt.  Naturalifts  fay, 
this  talm  was  a  juice  or  oil  that  run  from  a  certain  low 
flirub,  when  its  bark  was  cut,  that  grew  efpecially  a- 
bout  Jericho,  in  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  was  of  great 
value,  as  having  a  fovereign  virtue  to  cleanfe  foul  fores, 
heal  deep  wounds,  help  the  eye- fight,  cure  the  ftings 
of  ferpents,  yea,  it  was  a  fort  of  caihoHam  that  curod 
almoft  all  difeafes.  This  balm  we  may  look  upon  as  a 
fit  type  to  reprefent  Chrift's  blood,  which  is  an  excel- 
lent balm  and  catholicon  for  all  difeafes  of  the  foul :  For  - 
God's  difpenfations  to  the  Ifraelites  were  generally  dc- 
figned  as  types  and  figns  of  fpiritual  things  under  the 
New  Teftiament  times,  according  to  i  Cor.  x.  11, 
**  All  thcfe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfamples." 
Orig.  Tupoi,  j^  typis?^  And,  among  the  reft,  this 
balm  of  Gilead  was  typical  and  inftru^iive  to  the  vir- 
tue of  the  Mefliah's  blood  \  i6x  feeing  God  vouchf^ifed 
this  balm  fo  Ifrael  only,  and  made  other  nations  be- 
holden to  them  for  it,  it  teacheth  us  that  the  balm  for 
healing  fouls  is  only  in  the  church  of  God,  and  Chrift 
is  the  true  antitype  of  this  balm  ;  for  in  Judah's  land 
only  was  Chrift  known,  there  they- had  his  blood  daily 
typified  to  them  in  the  facfifices,  and  its  virtue  fct- 
(ortht 

A^ain, 
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Again,  the  Phyfician  of  Gileid  is  next  icentioned, 
tecaufc  phyficians  ufe  to  abouoil  when:  ther^  is  plrntf 
of  good  medicines  The  Bilm  asd  Pbyficiant  in  Gi- 
ka4  ar«  figuratifcly  brottght  in  here  to.  point  out  the 
plenty  of  good  means  of  health  that  were.  iUlliQ  Ifrael^ 
for  recovering  them  from  their  hr.guifhing.  ^nfuntp- 
fioffi^  if  they  had  made  a  right  ufe  of  them.-  As  they 
had  God  himfelf,  and  the  MeHTiah  and  his  Spirit  which 
he  had  promifed  to  them,  to  look  to  for  relief ;  fo  tliey 
had  plenty  of  under  oxeaos  and  phyfici.kns  appointed 
tbenn.  lliey  had  God's  Iaw>  the  temple^  the  ordinal^ 
ces^  the  altar,  and  fachfices.  They  had  alfo  the  prin* 
ces,  the  prien3»  and  prophets^  whofe  b^Hneis  it  was 
to  tedreb  grievances,  reform  the  nation,  and  apply  to 
hea¥eo  for  help.  So' that  if  ch^  health  of  the  church 
and  nation  was  not  reftoredi  it  wa$  hot  for  ws^nt  of 
balm,  or  a  phyfictan ;  nay,  God  had  plentifully  pro*- 
vidcd  excellent  means  and  remedies  for  tidi  cure : 
And  if  their  difeafe  be  deadly,  or  their  wound  incur- 
able, k  muft  be  owing  to  tbenafelves,  and  to  their  d9(^ 
perate  wtlfulnefs  or  incorrigibleoefs  in  Gn,  and  to  their 
refufing  to  fttbnut  to  the  Fhyfician'a  dijre£lions  and  me<> 
thod  of  cure. 

The  words  being  thus  opened  up,  give  ground  for 
the  fQilowiog  heads  of  doclrtnc* 

U  The  cafe  of  tbofe  is  very  lamentabk,  who  lofe 
their  harvcft  and  fummcr-days  oftgrace* 

IL  Every  gracious  fpirit  is  a  public  ffwrit^  and  will 
Jay  to  heart  the  calamitous  cafe  .of  the  church  or  coun- 
try  whereof  he  is  a  member. 

HI.  However  defpcrate  the  dileafes  of  thofe  within 
the  church  may  feem  to  be,  yet  if  they  die  of  them,  it 
will  be  owing  to  themfelves,  feeing  they  have  fuch  an 
able  Pbyfician,  and  excellent  balm  to  look  to  for  heal- 
ing. 

.  It  is  the  laft  of  thefc  doctrines,  1  mainly  intend  t<? 
hand  and  inCft  upon  5  wherefore  I  (hall  the  more  brief- 
ly  touch  the  two  faft  as  iutroduaory  to  it. 

I.  Ds^.  The  cafe  of  thofe  i$  very  lan^entable  who 
lofe  their  haiveft  and  fummcr  days  of  grace :  oi,th^iT 
jnoft  hopeful  and.  likely  feafons  of  falvation. 


I  QiaU  dtfcburTc  this  point  in  the  following  method  : 

I.  Mention  fome  of  tncfe  likely  feafons,  which  (hould 
be  carefully  hyiprored. 

II.  Who  may  be  iaid  to  ha¥e  loft  their  fammer  days. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  caiufes  of  men's  loGag  thefe 
kopefal  feafons. 

IV.  Shew  the  great  evil  and  danger  oif  lofing  them  % 
if  die  time  allow. 

V.  Make  application. 

1.  As  to  thtfirft^  I  (hall  inftance  fome  of  tiie  fum- 
A^ef  days  or  hopeful  feafons  which  we  (hould  caieful- 
ly  improve  for  faving  of  our  foUlSf  and  not  fiiffer  theni 
to  be  loft.    Sttch  aSf 

f .  The  fummer  days  of  youth.  O  that  is  a  hopeful 
feafon,  when  the  heart  is  moft  tender  and  tradable^ 
and  ea^li  melted  into  tears  for  (in,  and  kindled  into 
a  flame  of  love  to  Chrift  who  died  fot  our  fins*  God 
loves  thcf  firft  ripe  fruiu,  young  tears  and  prayers^ 
young  faith  and  love^  ilnd  hence  he  makes  the  time  of 
youth  die  ufuai  feafon  of  converting  and  efpouGng  fin* 
nm  to  himfelf.  O  young  folks,  fuffer  not  thefe  fum- 
mer days  to  pafs  away  in  vain  \  but  begin  in  this  fea* 
fon  to  be  religious,  and  to  remember  Ood  and  eterni* 
tjy  &cl.  xit.  t. 

2.  It  is  a  promifing  feafon,  when  pcarfbns  enjoy  live- 
ly means  and  ordinances,  whereby  Chrift  crucified  ia 
evideiitiv  (et  forth  before  their  eyes^  as  the  only  reme- 
dy for  their  peri(hing  fouls,  and  they  eameilly  called 
and  prefled  to  come  and  clbfe  with  him  as  fuch.  <<  Be- 
hold, now  is  the  accepted  time  \  behold,  now  is  the  day 
of  (alvation.**  O  let  not  this  fummer  day  of  gtace  ed 
over  without  clbfing  with  Chrift  in  die  ofiers  of  the 
gofpel. 

3.  It  is  A  likely  feafon,  when  there  is  a  tioife  and 
fludting  among  the  dry  bones^  by  the  motions  and  ftriv- 
ings  6?  the  Hjptrit  in  and  with  die  word,  as  when  the 
Spirit  brings  the  word  clofe  home  to  the  ibul's  cafe, 
finding  and  fingling  it  out,  as  Nathan  did  David,  fay- 
angi  <<  Thqu  art  the  man  i*  thou  art  the  child  of  wrath^ 
die  enemy  of  God,  the  unregenerate  fiiiner,  againft 
whom  the  fword  of  juftice  and  curfes  of  the  law  are  le- 
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veiled.  Cr  when  the  Spirit  fo  faftens  the  arrows  of 
conviflion  on  the  confcience,  as  to  brin^  the  man  to  a 
reliefs  thoughtfulner$  alout  the  guilt  of  his  fins,  and 
his  eternal  fiate,  and  to  dry,  "  What  (hall.I  do.  to  be 
{aved  V*  And  to  make  him  diflatisfied  with  all  his 
earthly  comforts,  and  fay,  **  All  thefe  avail  me  no-- 
thing/'  while  I  go  Chriftlefs.  O  tlii^  is  a  harvefl>da7 
of  falvation,  every  minute  of  it  is  preciouSj  and  (houtd 
be  carefully  improved  for  the  foul. 

4^  The  time  of  fatan's  reftraint  is  a  feafon  not  to  be 
loft.  Sometimes  the  devil  is  fo  bound  up,  that  he  can- 
rot  difturb  the  church  by  bloody  perfecutions,  or  by 
errors  and  fchifms,  as  at  other  times ;  that  is  a  fair 
fummcr-day  of  grace,  which  (hould  be  well  improved. 
Though  we  cannot  fay  that  fa  tan  at  this  time  is  altoge- 
ther bound  up  ;  nay,  he  is  wofully  let  loofe  in  refpeO: 
of  error  and  divifion :  but,  bleffed  be  God,  he  is  re- 
trained with  rcfpeft  to  perfccution ;  fo  that,  my  bre- 
thren, he  cannot  prefently  drive  your  teachers  into  cor- 
iacrs,  nor  put  you  to  feek  your  fpiritual  bread  with  the 
peril  of  your  lives,  becaufe  of  the  fword,  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  as  fometimcs  hath  been  the  cafe  in  our  land.  Q 
then,  do, not  fin  away  this  calm  funimer-day,  but,  with 
earneft  attention  and  care,  hearken  to  the  fweet  voice 
c^  the  turtle^  which  is  dill  to  be  heard  through  all  cor- 
ners of  the  land. 

J.  The  time  when  God  is  vifiting  a  land  with  wak- 
ening and  alarming  difpenfati6n8  o?  providence,  is  a 
feafon  to  be  carefully  improved  for  faving  of  the  foul. 
When  God  doth  premonilh  us  that  either  a  ftorm  is 
coming  on  the  church  and  land  in  general,  or  that  death 
approaches  us^in  particular,  we  (hould  take  warning, 
likeKoah,  while  the  evils  are  at  a  diftance,  "  be  mov- 
cd  with  fear,  and  provide  an  ark  for  the  faving  of  our 
fouls,**  before  the  flood  of  wrath  come  upon  us.  Nay, 
my  friends,  you  have  God  to  blefs,  that  the  arh  is  al- 
ready prepared  to  your  hand,  and  a  window  opened  ia 
the  fide  of  it  for  your  entrance.  May  you  be  fo  wife 
as  to  take  warning  in  time,  get  faith's  wings,  and  flee 
into  the  ark  Chrift,  before  the  flood  arife,  and  before 
death  come.     You  have  had  a  long  harveft-day  of  grace 
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in  the  land,  and  now  have  fhrewd  tokens  of  night  ap- 
proaching :  You  may  look  for  the  night  of  death,  or 
the  winter  of  defolation,  (Irokes,  periccution,  and  dark- 
nefs,  Wlierefore,  as  Chrift  faith,  *'  Work,  while  it  is 
day  :  yet' a  little  while  is  the  li^ht  with  you,  walk  while 
you  have  the  light,  left  darknefs  come  upon  you.  The 
night  com^th  (faith  he)  when  no  man  can  work." 
Surely  it  draws  towards  even-tide,  and  the  night  of 
death  :  Yea,  a  fearful  night  both  of  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral judgments  fecms  to  be  drawing  on  ;  and  Hiould 
rtot  the,  remaining  light  or  day  be  well  employed? 
There  arc  feveral  figns  of  an  approaching  niglit. 

I.  When  the  force  and  heat  of  the  fun  do  abate,  it 
dra;Ws  towards  nighty  fo  when  the  gofpel-fun,  or  preach- 
ing of  the  word,  hath  little  heat  or  effe£l  upon  finncrs 
cold  beans,  it  betokens  night  coming  on.  2.  When 
the  (hadows  of  the  evening  are  ftretched  out  and  grow 
long,  it  is  a  fign  of  approaching  night.  And,  O  how 
long  arc  the  fliadows  ftretched  out  beyond  the  fubftance ! 
How  nauch  doth  the  proFeflion  of  religipn  exceed  the 
power  of  it  at  this  day  ? .  3.  When  the  labourers  go 
home  from  their  work,  it  is  a  fign  the  night  cones  on. 
Ah  !  how  many  of  our  choice  and  faithfql  labourers 
do  we  fee  going  home,  without  others  to  fill  their 
room  ?  4.  When  the  evening  wolves  and  beafts  of 
prey  creep  out  of  their  holes,  it  is  a  token  of  night. 
And  furely  there  have  been  evening  wolves  feen  a- 
mong  us,  who  have  intruded  upon  the  vineyard,  fpoil- 
cd  the  vines,  and  miferably  fcattered  the  flock  of  Chrift.- 
5.  Growing'  darknefs  is  a  forerunner  of  the  night. 
Ah  !  how  much  doth  darknefs  prevail  among  us  at  this 
time,  yea,  fo  much,  that  feveral  of  the  (harpeft-^figlued 
arc  recfrng  and  miftaking  their  way,  not  being  able  to 
difcern  between  fin  and  duty  in  divers  cafes.  Alas  ! 
many  are  wandering  and  loGng  their  way.  Surely 
then  it  is  our  wifdom  and  dutj  to  improve  the  light 
that  remains,  in  feeking  converting  grace  to  ourfelves, 
and  an  affurcd  intereft  in  precious  Chrift,  beifore  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  overtake  us  :  and  alfo  to  pray  for 
pity  to  the  land,  that  "at  evening  it  may  be  light.*' 

In  tiic  lajl  place ^  Notwithftanding  of  thcfe  diOnal 
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tokeiiflt  it  makes  the  feafon  fomewhat  prorotfing,  that 
we  hear  of  Chrift's  gotms  as  a  conqueror  ia  other  parts 
of  the  world,  and  ttiany  howing  down  at  his  feet.  Now 
if  the  King  of  Zion,  be  rifing  up  to  make  his  circuit 
through  his  churches,  td  difplay  Kir'iglortouf:  power  and 
grace  among  them ;  may  it  not  ratfe  our  hopes,  and 
ifncourage  us  to  look  out  for  his  marching  towards  us, 
to  make  good  that  word,  Zech.  xiv.  7.. <>  It  (hall  come 
to  pafs  that  at  evening^time  it  ihall  be  light :"  that  is, 
when  it  was  not  expend.  And,  oh  !  what  a  pleafant 
furprize  would  this  appearance  be  to  all  the  lovers  of 
^ion! 

Il«  Tht  fecofid  head  is  to  enquire  who  may  be  faid  to 
\ixft  Idft  their  fummer-days,  or  their  likely  feafons  of 
grace*  Ihough  we  cannot  be  peremp^ry  about  anY, 
while  life  remains,  yet  of  fome  there  may  be  fad  grounds 
of  fear,  that  the  text  is  too^  applicable  to  them,  f*  T^r 
hanreft  is  paft,  their  fummet  is  ended,  i^nd  tfa^  arc  not 
iaved^"  ffich  9$,  i.  Thof<  who  hare  btd  the  Spint 
long  ftrWing  wiui  them,  and  they  haTe  tefifted  aQhis 
inodpns  aod  operations!  fo  that  be  is  quite  wididntwh 
firom'  theafi.  The  cafe  of  foch  is  very  hopelefs,  'accord- 
ing to  Tfwsk.  xxvf.  13.  2.  Thofe  who  perfift'  in  fipful 
^o^rfes,  and  harden  their  #iecks  againft  all  chailengeg 
and  reproofs  for  the  fame,  we  fee  what  is  faid  of-.them,, 
^rpv.  txix.  %•    3.  Tho(b  who  come  the  length  to  (in 

i>reiumptuoulIy  \  that  is,  venture  upon  (in  againft  light,^ 
n  hfi^s  of  repentance  and  pardon,  their  cafe 'is  diimal^ 
accprding  to  mm»  xv.  30.  4.  Thofe  who  provc^Ee 
Ood,  by  their  bentnefs  on  firt,  to  ceatfe  to  be  a  reprover 
to  them,  to  ftrike  both  Cohfcience  and  minifters  dumb, 
that  they '  may  challenge  them  no  more,-  E^et;  iu.  •  27 . 
Hof.  iv«  17.  5.  Thol^'  who  deliberately  relapfe  into 
iin,  afte^  rods,  convi^ions,  ttfelutioiis«  smd  vo^rs,  lia. 
s»  5*  6.  Th^e  who  give  themfelves  up  to  commit  Gn 
with  greedinefs,  and  glory 'in  it,  Eph.  iv«  i()%  PhiL  iii. 
Ip.  7  Thofe  who  defpiJTc'aU  gdlpel-offers,>afi*d  moc^ 
the  meflcnge^s  who  bnng  them,  2Chron,  xxxvi  16. 
Alas  !  Aich  have  reafon  to  fear  *^  their  harveft  iK  paft,'* 
&c.  Their  cafe  is  yery  hopelefs,  though  none  can  fay 
It  \%  paft  die  reach  of  fovereign  grace* 
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III.  The  third  bead  is,  to  eoqulre  into  the  caufes  of 
mens^lofingj^eir  hopeful  feafoas«  i.  It  proceeds  from 
their  unbelt^  and  idoiibdng  of  the  certainty  of  goTjpel- 
ttAiths  :  ..This  kecp&.  Runy  hovering  fo  long  between 
heaven  and  JicU^  t^eath  and  life,  Chrift  ^nd  th4  worlds 
^and  their  fummer  and  harveft- days. are.  goac  before 
they  come  to  a  refolation.  Did  men  believe  the  ceiy 
tainty  of  wrath  to  <H>mc»  and. that  they  ^xp  born  heirs 
of  that  Mrratfay  they  wouki  think  no  motion  (wjft .enough 
in  fleeing  to  Chrift^  and  clo&ng  i^rith  him  in  order  to  e- 
fcape-it,  '  ■  *-.  r-^ 

2.  Many  triSe  away  their  fummer-days  and  feafons 
of  aftion^  becaufe  they  look  on  death  and  eternity  at 
many  years  diftanoe,  and  that  they  will  hav^  time  e- 
nought  before  tbefe  expire^  to  mind  falvation-work. 
Hy .  this  .de)u£on)  fatan  cheats  m^ny  out  of  their  mod 
hopeful  ie^fons.  :  Did  cnen  look^on  death  as  wi^Jna  ft 
ftep  of  th^^  and  having  po  more  bu,t  a. finale  thread: to 
cut,  fo  chat  within  a  few days^they  (hall  either be/in^ng 
^witli  the.faiiptsja  heaven,  or  roaring  with  the  damned  in 
hcU^*: tbey  would  not  let  their  fiimnier^days  paiii  fo  idly« 
^^.  .Propfti^ng  fummer-dajfss  are  loQ:  through  indulge 
Ling  of  iloth*  Many,  be^ie  they  will  be  at  ^me^paijEU 
nf^w  in  prajer  Atid  fecret  duties^  will  venture  upon  end- 
kfis  pains,  in  hcM  hereafter.  Oh !  prodigious,  folly.! 
What  p^fls  was  Chrift  at  to  faye  you,  and  will  you  be 
at  none  tp  fave  yourfelves?  Hath  not  God  an  eterni- 
ty of  r^ft  and  pleafure  to  rc^omp^ice  your  frnaU  tqii 
jBid  painsio  impipving  your  fvia^meirrdays  i 

4.  Love  of  f^fusii  delights  and  carnal  coo^pany 
prores  a  foar^e  10  many.<  They  ^c^hereby  dr^wa  intp 
idlei]efs^  ;gafnes>  paftimes,  tipf^ing»  fopliih  talking,  and 
|eftiofi[f  ^^  ^^^^  iitiful  pleafureat  whereby  their  fucn- 
fiserrdays  are  trifled. away  andmif-fpent.  Even  tbofe 
diverfiona  which  are-Jud^  the  mpft  ianocent»  ought 
to  be:ttfed  wit]i  fe^r  and  caution^  left  they  (leal  away 
mpr  heaxt  and  chougfats  from  out  chief  concerns;  which* 
if  they  do,  they  are  not  innocent  but  hurtful.  Q  they 
are  fad  diverlions  that  would;  divert  us  from  Chrift 
and  heaven.  It  is  unbecoming  a  Chriftian  that  looks 
for  eternal  delights  in  another  worlds  and  pleafures 
.  of 
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of  a  h\^tx  nature,  to  have  his  heart  fct  upon  the  piti- 
ful  dcl..?,St?  cf  ihifi  earth,  which  %  jpw|y  as  a  dream, 
and  leave  nothing  behind  the/n,  iinkfelt  beti  fting  in 
the  confciencr  for  ^nd»ng  days  of  grace  fo  uriprofita.- 
Wjr.  One  hour's  enjoyment  of  Chrift's  prefencc  «rfd 
favom  hath  far  wore  pk^far^  in  it,  than  ttvany  yeafs^pf 
ichfual  deiightis. 

But  for  fhortening  this  difcourfe,  I  muft'pafs  fevenil 
things  I  had  in  view,  and  proceed  to 

THE   APPLICATION.     ; 

Infer,  i.  Doth  God  Tri  his  inercy  afford  men  hcp?- 
ful'  feafons  for  faving  their  fouls  ;'  fumrtieiKlay.s  of 
youth  ;  harveft-days  of  gofpel-grace  ?*  O  how  J^nien- 
table  muft  it  be  to  fee  men  wafting  away  thefe  feafons 
hj  delay*?,  putting  off  con  vctfion- work,  and  clofing  wrh 
<3iirift,from  day  to  day;  till  both  their  funlnicr  and 
hatveft  arc  paft.  When  confcience  of  God's  Spirit 
,  jptefs  them,  they  anfwer,  with  Felix,  "  Go  thy  way  for 
this  time,  and  when  I  have  a  corvenient  feafon,  I  will 
heaf  thee  ;'  meaning  nothing  but  to  pul  off  the  prcfent 
conviSion.  Oh,  firs  I  the  work  is  fo  weighty  and  ne- 
ceffary,  you  cannot  make  too  much  hafte  to  expede  it  \ 
it  IB  work  for  your  irrrmortal  fouls,  and  work  for  tter- 
hity.  How  careful  woiild  a  man  be  to  improve  a  day, 
if  his  natural  life  depended  upon  it  ?  If  a  condemned 
man  had  an  hour  allowed  him  to  beg  his  life  from  hii 
prince,  would  he  think  he  might  dtiay  till  feme  minutes 
of  it  were  paft  ?  No  :  he  would  apply  at  the  very  fitiK 
and  ufc  the  moft  moving  words 'and  atguriients  he  could 
devife  to  obtain  it,  and  leave  nothing  uneffayed  during 
that  hour.  But,  O  is  there  not  much  more  at  flake 
here  ?  When  the  falvation  of  the  precious  foul  through 
ah  eternity  depends  upon  the  improvement  of  the  pre^ 
lent  iummer-day  of  grace^  it  is  your  wifdom  to  take  the 
morning  rather  fhan  the  evcnmg  of  it.  The  morning 
is  fiticft  for  beginning  ;i  journiy  ;  you  would  call  him  a 
foolilh  traveller  that  would  fct  out  only  when  the  fun 
is  fetting. 

Infer. 
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Infer '  1*  '  How  much  are  they  to  be  blamed,  who 
wafic  away  their  pedoub  fe^fons  of  grace,  in  purfuin^ 
fooliih  Infill  and  pleafures,  who  take  God's  time  and 
their  foul's. feafons  too,  to  do  the  devil's  work  in.  Oh, 
Sirs!  doth  God  create  pleafant  fummer  and  harvtd- 
days  for  you  to  fen^e  the  devil^  his  ^and  enemy? 
Wretched  ingratitude !  Or,  do  you  think  that  God 
ihouid  wait  till  the  devil,  the  wdrld,  and  the  fleih,  have 
done  with  you,  and  then. be  content  to  take  their  leav- 
ings !  Be  aihamed  of  fo  re  quitting;  the  Lord,  and  deal- 
ing fo  with  your  M^tker,  O  foolifn  people  and  unwife ! 

Infer.  3.  Surely,  gofpel  fllghters,  and  negle£l:er8  of 
the  feafons  of  grace,  mu(t  have  an  uncomfortable  death- 
bed, feeing  the  mournful  ditty  of  my  text  belongs  to 
them,  ^^  Our  harveft  is  paft,  our  fummer  is  ended,  and 
we  are  not  faved."  Oh!  how  cutting  muft  the  re- 
view of  wafted  fummer-days  be  to  you  when  death  calls 
upon  yoi} !  It  will  be  fo  far  from  yielding  you-  any 
copifojrt  at  that  time,  to  call  to  mind  your  carnal  com- 
pany and  converfe,  your  j^jfts  and  fports,  your  games 
and  paftimes,  your  tippling  and  idle  talking,  that  the 
very  reniembrance  of  thefe  will  increafe  your  forrow. 

Infer,  4.  We  may  hence  juftly  conclude  gofpel^ 
fllghters  to  be  men  beG(}e  themfelves,  and  without  the 
free  u(e  of  their  reafon,  feeing  they  z€t  a  part  below  the 
very  brutes  and  infeds*  Thefe  obierve  the  proper  fea- 
fons. in  providing  for  winter;  but  ah!  you  ntgXtSt 
your^s  in  providing  for  eternity/  "  The  ftork  in  the  hea- 
vens knows  her  appointed  times ;  the  turtle,  the  crane, 
apd.xhc  (wallow  obferve  the  time  of  their  coming,"  Jer. 
viii  7.  **  The  ant  provideth  her  mjcat  in  the  fummer, 
and  gathcrcth  her' food  in  the  harveft,  and  all  to  lay  up 
for  winter,"  Prov.  vi.  8.  But  ah  I  you  let  your  fouls 
fummer  and  harveft-days  'pafs  over  without  mindinjr 
the  winter  of  death,  or  providing  for  them  when  dif- 
lodged  of  the  body.  It  mult  furely  be  the  height  of 
madnefs  to  trifle  away  the  feafon  which  is  given  you 
for  faving  your  fouls  through  all  eternity.  If  fm  had 
not  wofully  bcmifted  your  eyes,  you  would  have  becu 
ready  to  have  looked  upon  him  as  a  monfter  or  mad- 
man, that  had  but  a  few  days  to  win  or  lofe  In-i  foul 

for 
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for  ever,  and  yet  would  be  playing  thefe  away  at  cards 
and  dice,  or  trifljng  them  away  in  jeds  and  direrfions, 
tippling  and  idlenefs,  and  never^once  minding  the  fav- 
ing  of  his  foul !  And  yet  how  many  of  all  ranks  may  t 
apply  to,  and  fay,  "  Thou  art  the  man  !" 

Infer.  5.  If  gofpel-feafonft  be  the  fuimner  and  harveft 
for  our  fouls,  it  muft  be  our  unqueftionable  duty  and 
intcreft  to  improve  them  with  the  grcateft  care,  by  corn- 
plying  with  the  Spirit's  motions,  and  the  gofpel-offers,  - 
by  clofing  with  Chrift,  and  "  giving  all  diligence  to 
make  our  calling  and  eleflion  fure  -^  for,  if  the  proper 
feafon  for  thefe  be  loft,  the  work  cannot  be  dotfe  at  all. 
You  are  all  careful  to  obferve  the  feafons  for  your  fe- 
cular  profits*  The  hufbandman  his  feafon  for  plow- 
ing, fowing,  and  reaping  ;  the  merchant  his  time  for 
attending  fairs  and  markets  ;  the  mariner  his  time  when 
the  wind  is  fair  for  failing.  And  ought  not  you  much 
more  to  be  obfervant  of  your  fummcr  and  harveft  fea* 
fons  of  grace?  Remember  and  believe  it,  O  triSer, 
the  time  is  at  hand,  when  you  will  be  put  to  cry,  **  O 
for  one  of  thofe  fummer-days  again  !  O  for  one  of 
thofe  fabbaths  or  communion-feafons,  wfatrem  I  had 
the  offers  of  a  crucified  Chrift  !  O  how  would  I  priaTe 
it  J  but  alas !  a  thoufand  worlds,  had  I  them  to  grve^ 
cannot  recal  one  of  them  to  me."  It  waB  a  vain'  wi(h 
of  that  poor  woman  when  dying,  O  call  time  again, 
call  time  again.  No,  no,  a  fummer-day  or  a  harveft^ 
day  cannot  be  recalled  ;  therefore  be  wife  to  ipend  them 
with  fear  and  care,  while  you  enjoy  them. 

May  the  Lord  blcfs  gofpel- feafons  to  U8«    Amen, 
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.Of  a  PubUc  Spirits 
»E  RM  ON     IL 


Ofl  itt.  ViB;  "2 1 .  ■  *  Pof  ihr  hurt  of  the  daughter  ^f  nty 
^;  '      .   people  am  thurt^  t^c. 

.■■•-  .  -jn.       .  .;• .  .  ■:■■' 

1%EE  M^rtn^  irhkh  now  jTalls  to  be  )iandled>  is, 

Doff.  II. '  -'Th%t  cvd-f  grarciou^  fpiifit  is  a  public  fpirit, 
aird  \(^ili  fvf  to  h«eart  the  calamit'oes.cafc  of  the  church 
or  country  of  wliich  he  i$  a  tnfim\ftT. 

^Sp^didJ^eremiah.here,  and  in  feveral  other  parts  o£ 
hift  writings,  as  in  Jer.  ix.  i,.  Jer.  xlit.  .17.  and  in  his  . 
book  of  Lamentations ;  Sudtpublic-fpirited  perfons  al- 
fo  wcfVe  MofeS)  Samuel»  Bavid^  Ifaiah,  Daniel,  Ezra, 
Nciieiniaiji^Paul,  and  other fcnpture-faiots. 

TK!e'^tIiQdx>f  handling, this  do&rine  may  be, 

t.^ooicnpiire  into  the  nature  and  etidences  of  a 
Irulj  publCu:.  fpSiit. 

II.  -'To  i^ew^the  reaicmablenefs  and  necefTity  of  2 
puBfic  foiriu   ,      '^  . 

ni.  Make  application^. ' 

1.  A>  to  \!ti%,jirj}y  to  wit,  the  nature  of  this  pubKc 
Spirit  wnich  is  in  gracious  perfons,  efpecially  as  it  is 
evidenced  by  their  holy  zeal,  and  concern  for  the  church 
under  diftrefs ;  it  doth  imply  feveral  things : 

I.  A  fincere  love  to  Chrill,  and  concern  for  his  glo- 
ry, which  prompts  us  to  prefer  the  things  of  Chrift  to 
oar  own  things.  If  we  love  not  Chrift  the  head,  we 
catmot  have  a  true  love  to  his  body  and  church,  nor  a 
concern  for  its  welfare.  It  is  this  love  that  makes  gra« 
dous  fouls  "  prefer  Jcrufalem  above  their  chief  joy," 
Pfal,  cixxvii.  6. 

Voulir.  C  2. 
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2.  There  is  in  it,  afympathy  and  fellow-feeling  with 
the  church  in  diftrefs,  as  being  members  of  the  fame 
body.  Wc  fee  every  living  member  of  the  body  feels 
the  injuries  which  are  done  to  it,  or  to  any  of  its  fel- 
low-members, and  is  ready  to  a^  for  their  relief:  So 
the  eyes  and  hands  are  ready  to  help  the  leg  or  foot 
when  hurt,  as  feeling  the  fmart  of  it.  In  like  manner 
the  members  of  Chrift*s  body-myftical  have  a  fellow^ 
feeling  together,  and  are  ready  to  a£t  for  the  relief  <^ 
each  other  in  diflrefs* 

3.  It  imports  not  only  a  deep  concern  and  fotrow  for 
the  church  in  trouble,  but  alfo  a  difpofition  to  exprefs 
and  evidence  this  concern,  by  ufing  all  .the  means  in 
our  power  to  help  and  relieve  her  ;  fuch  as  f(tfl'tng^ 
mcarnifigy  and  nveepirg^  for  all  the  fins,  whether  of  our- 
iielves  or  others,  which  draw  down  wrath  and  calamities 
upon  the  church  ;  and  wreflling  with  God  by  earned 
prayer  for  her  relief,  looking  to  Chrift  and  his  blood 
for  pardoning  and  removing  thofe  fins  which  have  rait- 
ed the.ftorm  againft  her.  Thus  did  Nchemlah,  Daniel^ 
Ezra,  David,  Jeremiah,  and  others. 

IL  The  2d  heady  is  to  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  and 
neceffity  of  this  public  fpirit,  and  zealous  concern  for 
the  church  in  diftrefs.  Now  this  will  appear  from  fe- 
veral  grounds  and  confiderations  ;  fuch  as, 

I.  The  rear  relation  to,  and  intereft  which  Chrift 
hath  in  his  church.  The  church  is  his  building,  his 
houQiold,  his  peculiar  treafure,  his  jewels,  and  dear  pur- 
chafe  J  yea,  ftie  is  Chrift's  body,  of  which  he  is  the  Head. 
Now,  if  you  have  any  love  to  Chrift  hirnfelf,  you  cannot 
be  unconcerned  for  the  church,  which  isfo  nearly  related 
to  him,  when  fhe  is  in  trouble.  If  you  love  the  Head, 
you  canrot  but  love  the  body  alfo.  Again,  as  Chrift^s 
relation  to  the  church  is  near,  fo  his  love  to  her  is  pro- 
portionable ;  he  compares  his  love  to  that  of  a  tender 
mother's  to  her  fucking  chijd,  which  (he  cannot  forget : 
and  therefore  *'  he  engravet  Zlon  upon  the  palms  of  his 
.  hands,  and  hath  her  walls  continually  before  him,^  If. 
xlix.  25,  i6«  In  that  expreffion,  he  alludes  to  the 
pradice  of  the  J«rws  in  fiievi  ing  their  concern  for  Jeiru- 
fsilcm  in  ruins,  during  the  Baoylonifh  captivity  :  fhcy 

engraved 
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engraved  the  effigies  of  Jcrufalem  upon  their  rings,  to 
keqp  her  in  perpetual  remembrance  :  In  like  manner, 
faith  the  Lord,  1  have  the  church  engraven  upon  the 
palms  of  my  .hands|  fo  that  I  can  never  open  my  hand 
to  beftow  a  bl effing  upon  any,  but  the  church's  cafe 
prcfents  to  .m5t  eye.  Now,  if  God  fo  loves  the  church, 
a|>d  u  cpacerned  for  her  >vejfare,  it  becomes  us  alfo  to 
be  concerned  and  aff.^ed  for  her. 

2*  Thifi  aflPeftionate  concern  is  reafonable  and  nccef- 
lary,  becaufe  it  is  your  intereft.  Every  one  of  you  is 
li(;9i:lv  poniijcfted  with  that  of  the  church,  as  beir»|r 
menibers  o£  the  fame  mydical  body,  who  muH  fuffer 
onfe  witti  another  ;  fp  that  in  feeking  the  public  good 
of  the  chUfCch,  you  confult  your  own  private  intereft  al- 
io i  for  your  own  profpcrity  is  bound  up  in  her  welfare. 
You  are  like  piiflengers  in  a  (hip,  that  have  your  per- 
ibnb  and  all  your  effcdls  along  with  you  there ;  fo  that, 
if  the  fhip  be  profperous,  you  are  well,  but  if  (he  fink, 
you.lofe  alU  Your  precious  fouls  in  particular  muft 
fuffer  when  the  church  doth  fuffer :  They  cannot  but 
be  reduced  to  a  raeL.ncholy  Cruation,  when  the  church 
is.diftreiled  with  fpititual  judgments  *,  fuch  as  the  plagus 
of  dry  breafts,  and  the  withdrawing  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  from  ordinances.  It  the  mother  be  ffckly,  the 
fuckling  child  muft  languifh. 

3,  Tq  be  public-fpirited  makes  a  man  a  public  blcf- 
fing,  and  an  inftrument  of  much  good  toothers,  which 
is  a  man's  greateft  honour.  This  would  make  you  re- 
femble  ypur  heavenly  Father,  who  doth  good  t.>  «il^  by 
making  his. fun  to  rife  and  his  rain  ta'fall  nyv>iy\hem. 
And  alio  like  your  Saviour^  who  was  a  public  bleffing, 
while  on  earth,  for  he  ftill  "  wtnt  about  doing  good,'* 
A.£b  X,  38.  And  like  Abraham,  who  was  a  "  bleffing 
to  the  nations,"  Gen.  xii.  2.  Job  was  a  man  of  a  noble 
jmblic  fpirit,  upon  which  account  he  was  had  in  the 
greateft  love  and  efteem,  rcfpc^l  and  reverence,  by  all 
ranks  5  when  the  ear  heard  him,  or  the  eye  faw  him, 
they  bleffed  him  ;  why  ?  becaufe  (faith  he)  "  I  delivered 
the  poor  that  cried,  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet 
to  the  lame,"  &c.  Job  xxix.  1 1|  12,  &c. 

4.  Uecaufe  God's  glory  fuffers  when  the  church  fuf- 
fers,  «•  for  Zion  is  the  feat  of  his  glory,"  Pf.  Ixxvi.  i,  2. 

C  %  It 


It  1$  the  church  that  doth  di^ay  and  (hew  k  fordi* 
God's  revenue  of  honour  and  praife  io  the  world  would 
come  to  little,  if  God  had  not  a  church  therein  to  pay 
him  hi»  rent  \  hence  he  calls  his  church  ^*  the  branch  of 
my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands  that  I  may  be  ^o* 
rined,''  If.  Ix.  2 1.  The  reft  of  the  world  embezzle  their 
talents,  but  God's  church  and  people  improre  theira  for 
God's  glory-  Now  when  thefe  are  fupprefTed  and  fank^ 
they  are  difabled  for  Giewing  forth  his  glory.  Nay, 
then  the  enemy  is  ready  to  infult  them,  and  to  reproach 
both  them  and  their  God.  Hence  king  Hezekiah  cal- 
led the  time  of  Jeru(alem's  diftrefs,  **  a  day  of  tronble, 
and  of  rebuke,  and  of  blafphemy,  Ifa.  xxxvti.  j. 

5*  Becaufe  God  is  highly  pleafed  with  a  pubHc  fpirit, 
and  with  tln^  who  inicrpofe  for  his  church  in  trouble  ; 
he  reprefents  himfelf  in  (cripture  as  feeking  carefully 
for  thofe  to  put  marks  of  honour  and  refpe£l  upon 
them,  Jer.  v.  i.  Ezek.  xxii.  30.  Alfo  we  fee  what 
lingular  honour  God  put  upon  Mofes  and  Phineas  up- 
on that  account,  Exod.  xxxii  11, 14.  Numb.  xxy.  io» 
XI.  Pfal.  cvi.  23,  30,  31*  Alfo  he  promifes  profperity 
to  all  fuch,  and  familiarity  with  himfelf,  Pfal.  cxxiL  6. 
Ifa.  xlv.  II. 

6.  Becaufe,  on  the  other  hand,  God  is  much  difpleaC- 
ed  with  thofe  who  are  unconcerned  about  his  church 
when  in  didrefs,  yea,  he  denounces  a  ^^  woe  againft 
them  who.  arc  at  eafe  in  Zion,  and  are  not  f:;rievcd  for 
the  afflidion  of  Jofeph,"  Amos  vi.  i.  6.  And  we  fee 
what  v/rath  was  threatened  againft  Efthet,  if  fbeftiould 
be  eafy  or  (ilcnt  when  th,e  church  was  in  danger,  £ilh. 
iv.  14.  "  For  if  thou  altogether  hold  thy  peace  at  this 
time,  then  fhall  enlargement  and  deliverance  arife  to 
the  Jews  from  another  place,  but  thou  and  thy  father's 
houfc  Ihall  be  deftroycd." 

THE    APPLICATION. 

Infer,  i.  If  God  be  well  pleafed  with  thofe  who  are 
fcnfibly  affeded  with  the  church's  caC^  when  in  diftrefs, 
how  flaming  muft  his  wrath  be  againft  thofe  who  are  the 
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ihftrument^ef  her  diftrefa,  and,  inftcad  of  fympaAizinj; 
with  her  in  it,  do  rejoice  in  her  trouble  :  O  that  fuch 
would  know,  that  they  are  not  only  the  enemies  of  the 
cfattrch^  but  they  are  the  enemies  of  God,  and  the  very 
butt  of  h\»  anger  every  day,  Pfal.  vii.  1 1  •  How  dread- 
fal  is  their  €afe,  who  have  th^  poifoned  arrows  of  God*8 
wratfr  levelled  a»ainft  them  ! 

Infitm  a.  If  it  be  the  tlferafter  of  gracious  fouls  to 
be  concerned  for  the  churchy  whac  a  bad  fign  muft  it 
be,  of  thofe  who  mind  their  o*rn  things,  and  not  the 
things  of  Jefui  Chrift  ?  of  ^onr  the  apoAle  fpeal:9| 
I%il«  11.  II.  And,  alas  1  how  many  are  there  amongft 
us,  who  have  their  minds  and  afFe£tions  ^lK>tly  fet  up- 
on the  earth  \  They  are  warm,  keen,  and  anxious  a- 
bout  the  concerns  of  their  bodies  and  famtilies,  but  cold 
and  indif&rent  about  the  things  (A  Chriit  and  his  church : 
They,  fifcc  GalHo,  care  for  none  of  thefc  things,  Adh 
xviii.  17.  if  their  bodies  or  friends  be  in  diltrefs,  they 
are  troubled  ;  but  though  the  church  of  God  be  in  af- 
flidion,  it  gives  them  no  unea&nefs  ;  which  is  a  fad 
fign  they  arc  not  Hving  members  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  for 
if  they  were,  they  would  have  a  feeling  and  fympathy 
with  the  body. 

3.  We  may  take  up  a  lamentation  for  tlie  want  of  a 
pubHc-fpirked  and  generous  concern  for  the  chmrch  of 
God  among  us,  which  is  this  day  in  great  danger  and 
diftrefe  by  errors,  divifions,  and  decay  of  piety  :  And 
yet,  how  few  are  laying  it  to  heart  f  Ah  !  whence' 
doth  this  indifference  proceed  ?  Surely  from  want  of 
love  to  Chrift,  the  church's  Head,  or  from  exceffive  love 
to  the  world  and  carnal  plfeafures.  When  men  ^*  \f 
upon  beds  of  ivqry,  chant  to  the  found  of  the  viol,  and 
drink  wine  in  bowls,  they  are  not  grieved  for  the  afflic- 
tion of  Jofeph,"  Amos  vi.  4,  5,  6.  Again,  this  indif- 
fcrcncy  about  Chrift's  matters,  proceeds  from  that  cur- 
fcd  root  of  felf-love,  and  felf*lbeking,  which  is  in  all 
men  by  nature  ;  though,  in  the  mean  time,  fin  and  fa- 
tan  have  blinded  their  eyes,  that  they  know  not  their 
true  intereft :  They  know  not  what  it  is  rightly  to  feck 
themfclvcs^;  if  they  feek  the  good  of  their  bodies  with 
the  ^eglea  of  their  fouls,  they  think  to  feek  themfclves 
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bed  this  \raT  :  But  O  if  tbeir  tycs  u  ere  opened,  they 
would  fcf:  thnt  thi3  felf-feeking  is  nothing  but  felf-hat- 
injr  ?n(i  felf  cfedroying.  The  rich  glutton  fancied  he 
was  fecking  himfciif  and  his  own  h^ppine(s,  when  he 
€  loathed  himfilf  in  purple  and  fated  delicioofiT  every 
day  \  but  afrerwards,  when  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  he 
faw  his  felf  fe  eking  was  reailj^  felf  deft  roving  \  for  by 
pampering  his  body  a  little  time,  he  damned  bis  foui 
for  ever.  So  iliat  thofe  who  ftrve  God  brft,  by  feck- 
ing  bib-  glory  and  bis  church's  good,  before  their  world- 
ly inters (V,  do  really  feck  then^felves  mod;  for  they 
hereby  fecure  the  happinefs  of  both  foul  and  body 
through  all  eternity. 

4.  It  jr. ay  be  needful  here  to  give  fome  caution  a* 
g^iiiil  the  wrong  ufe  of  this  doctrine,  \thich  fome  nnay 
be  in  h<  z.4rd  to  nibke,  by  fpcnding  their  z<d\  and  con- 
cern about  the  public  c«f;:  of  the  church  to  the  negle<2 
of  their  own  perfonal  cafe.  O  firs,  beware  of  thib  cx- 
tieme,  and  fufpe£l  this  zeal  not  to  be  of  the  right  fort ; 
for  where  there  is  a  fincere  regnrd  to  God's  glory,  it 
will  (hew  itfclf,  in  the  firft  place,  in  fetking  to  have 
xn.ittcrs  right  at  home,  to  have  your  own  fouls  cafe  put 
in  good  ofder,  to  have  a  true  faith  in  Chrift,  the  na- 
ture renewed,  and  corruptions  fubdued,  without  which 
you  can  never  glorify  God,  or  do  any  thing  to  plcafc 
him :  Likewifr:,  it  will  (hew  itfelf  in  edceming  and  pre- 
ferring the  great  and  e(rential  truths  of  the  golpt- 1,  and 
deCiring  to  hear  of  the  excellency  and  ufefulnefs  of  a 
crucified  Jefus,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  dealing  vi  ith 
fouls  in  beginning  and  carrying  on  a  work  of  grace* 
Now  when  thtfe  fwcet  truths  are  not  fo  much  rdilhed, 
as  to  hear  refledions  and  cenfures  upon  the  m^tnage- 
ment  of  public  affairs,  you  have  ground  to  be  jealous 
that  your  deceitful  hearts  are  carrying  you  to  an  ex- 
treme, and  to  a  zeal  fot  the  church,  which  is  not  right. 
True  zeal  for  God  will  make  you  careful  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  your  own  hearts,  to  have  matters  right 
in  the  firft  place  between  God  and  your  own  fouls,  to 
have  hun-.ility,  truth  and  fmcerity  in  the  inward  parts, 
without  which  God  will  not  dwell,  nor  hold  commu- 
nion with  yoU|  nor  can  you  claim  God's  promifes  of 
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guidingf  and  dire£lion  in  dark  and  dtviding  times ;  for 
it  is  not  the  proud  or  felf  conceited  ChriiHan  that  hatfa 
the  promif<>  but  the  hua^ble  and  felf-denied,  Pfal.  xxr. 
9  *^  The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment^  and  die 
meekv  wll  he  teach  his  way."  Study  always  then  to  be 
^etk  and  humble,  and»  in  order  thereto  to  be  acquaint* 
ed  with  your  own  deceitful  hearts^  which  will  be  fair 
to  deceive  you,  if  you  be  not  on  your  guard.  Watch 
then,  and  let  never  your  doncern  for  the  public  drawr 
you  off  from  private  duties,  nor  from  fccret  and  heart-, 
work  %  for  fome  may  make  very  fplendid  appearance 
for  public  things,  and  yet  prove  nothing  at  iaii  bat 
caft-  a  ways,  for  want  of  perfonal  godlincfs*  But  by  tel- 
ling you  this,  let  none  think  1  encourage  any  to  turn 
GalHos,  with  refpeft  to  the  matters  of  God,  and  the  in- 
tertft  and  welfare  of  his  church,  as>  alas  !  the  genera- 
lity af  e  }  no,  I  teach  and  prefs  the  contrary. 

j.  Let  all,  therefore,  be  exhorted  to  be  public  fpirit* 
cd;  and  fuitably  concerned  for  the  church  in  diitrefs* 
O  lay  to^  heait  her  calamity,  and  Ihew  your  concern  for 
fcer  relief,  by  mourning  for  (in  which  brings  on  wrath, 
^nd  praying  earneitly  for  deliverance  from  it,  faying, 
"^jvith  'Uavid,  •*  Do  good  in  thy  good  plcafuit  unto  1 
Zion,  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerufalem." 

Motives  to  it :  1.  From  the  pattern  of  our  bleffed 
Lord  and  Head,  whofe  example  we  (hould  copy  after 
in  his  fympathy  with,  and  concern  for  the  church  in 
trouble.  **  His  foul  wa?  grieved  for  their  miiery  :  ia 
:all  their  afflidions  he  was  afilidcd."  When  they  are 
-perfccuted  he  feels  himfeif  injured,  and  this  fympathy 
Cets  him  on  work  to  intercede  for  them,  as  he  did  for 
Jerufali  m  under  the  B.ibyloniih  captivity,  Zech.  i.  1 2. 
"••  O  i.ord  of  holts,  how  long  will  thou  not  have  mer- 
^y  on  Jetufilem,  and  on  the  cities  of  Judah,  againft 
^^hich  thou  halt  had  indf^ation  thefe  threefcore  and 
~ttn  years."  Let  all  the  members  then  follow  the  ex* 
^mple  of  their  Head. 

2.  Public- fptrited  perfons  are  the  pillars  of  focicttes, 
^nd  bear  off  wrath  and  judgments  from  them.  Hence 
we  fee  the  flood  could  not  rife  to  deitroy  the  old  world 
till  Noah  was  ihut  up  in  the  ark }  not  could  the  fire  be 

rained 
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rauned  from  heaven  upon  Sodom,  till  Lot  was  houfed 
in  Zoar ;  and  both  Noah  and  T^t  were  public  fpirited 
men,  and  therefore  great  bleffings  and  pillars  to  the 
world.  O  firs,  this  public-fpiritcd  difpofition  would 
make  you  bleflinprs  to  the  church  and  to  the  ifland  :  It 
would  make  you  live  defired,  and  die  lamented.  Men 
would  reckon  your  lives  worthv  of  many  prayers,  and 
your  deaths  of  many  tears.  Elijah  was  of  this  difpo- 
fition, and  we  fee  how  Elifha  bewailed  his  departure, 
2  Kings  ii.  12.  *^  And  Eliiha  faw  it,  and  he  cried,  My 
father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Ifrael,  and  the  horfc- 
men  thereof :"  meaning  that  Elijah  was  the  fafety  and 
ftrength  of  Ifrael,  by  his  prevalency  with  God  j  and  a 
better  defence  to  them  than  chariots  and  horfemen. 

3.  This  difpofition  is  a  good  evidence  both  of  love  to 
God,  and  of  love  to  the  foulii  of  men  :  for  it  is  of  the 
nature  of  true  love  to  be  concerned  for  the  good  of 
thofe  whom  we  love,  to  mourn  when  they  fuffcr,  and 
rejoice  when  they  profper.  If  we  love  God,  we  will 
lament  the  diOionours  which  are  done  to  him.  If  wc 
Jove  the  fouls  of  men,  we  will  pray  for  their  converCon, 
and  bewail  their  fins  which  bring  deflruflion  upon  them. 

4.  It  would  be  a  good  means  to  fave  you  from  the 
guilt  of  other  mens  fins,  and  fecurc  you  from  the  wrath 
which  they  bring  on.  For  they  who  figh  and  ery  for 
all  the  abominations  that  are  done  in  the  mid  ft  of  Je* 
rufalem,  have  a  mark  fet  upon  them  for  their  preferva- 
tion,  Ezek.  ix.  4.  God  looks  upon  our  mourning  fot 
the  fins  of  others,  as  an  entering  of  our  difl';;nt  againft 
them,  and  fo  will  not  charge  them  upon  us. 

^tejl.  How  fiiall  we  attain  to  this  public- fpirit  and 
zealous  concern  for  the  church  in  diftrefs  ? 
Anf.   Take  the  following  direftions  : 

1.  Beg  for  the  Spirit  ot  God  that  dwells,  breathes^ 
and  afls  in  all  the  members  of  Chrift*8  myftical  body. 
He  furely  is  the  public  Spirit  that  inclines  all  the  mem- 
bers to  take  the  lame  care  one  for  another,  and  to  feek 
the  good  of  the  whole  body,  Rom,  viii.  14. 

2.  Let  the  grace  of  love  abound  in  your  hearts,  love 
to  God  and  to  all  his  people  \  and  fee  to  keep  this  ho* 
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fy  fire  zhirzyB  burning.  Loit  makes  the  wantd  and  (af« 
fetings  of  others  to  be  our  own,  and  prompca  n$  to^lay 
cmt  ourfelres  for  them. 

3*  Love  the  fociety  of  the  pablfc-(ipirited  and  zeaIou8 
ones  of  the  land,  and  particularly  thofe  who  (tudy  to 
mana^  thenr  2e^  with  piety  and  prudence ;  for  as  iron 
(harpens  iro«,  fo  the  converfatlon  of  fuch  may  be  the 
means  of  enHrentng  you. 

4.  Beware  of  carnai  company,  which  oft  proves  a 
liaiii^reus  quench  co»l  to  zeal  and  sQivitj  tor  God« 
Peter  found  this  by  going  into  the  fociety  of  t£e  hi^« 
prieft^»  fertanrs  ;  for  though  he  got  his  hands  warmed 
amoffgft  ilbem,  he  got  hts  heart  miferabty  cooled  to 
Chrift  and  his  people- 

5.  When  you  attain  to  any  meafure  of  zeal  and  pub* 
lic-fpiritednefs,  endeavour  to  manage  it  with  holy  wif- 
dom.and  caution^  fo  as  you  may  recommend  this  grace 
le  othersi  and  not  (lttnA>]e  them  at  it  through  yout 
fBifimnagemcnt.  There  is  much  need  for  this  caution» 
efpecialty  in  reefing  and  dividing  times  i  wherefore  tate 
thefe  a^tvices : 

I.  See  that  you  2i0t  horn  a  principle  of  true  lovt  to 
Gcxti  which  will  engage  you  to  fore  all  who  bear  his 
fkall»p  and  image. 

i.  See  that  your  ends  be  pure  and  fincerCy  not  to 
gain  efteem  or  applaufe^  or  increafe  a  party  ;  but  that 
God  may  be  glormed,  and  Chrift's  kingdom  advanced 
im  the  world. 

J.  Watch  carefully  that  your  zeal  do  not  mix  itfelf 
with  your  own  paffion  and  bittcrncfs  of  fpirit,  which 
we  are  always  in  hazard  of :  The  apoftle  James  doth  no- 
bly caution  us  againft  this  evil»  Jam.  iii-  14.  to  the  end« 
A  caUfe  fometimes  may  be  good  and  ju(l»  and  yet  ma- 
naged with  too  much  heat  and  animofity  ai^^ainft  our 
godly  brethren :  Job's  friends  were  good  men^  and  ex- 
pre^d  much  zeal  for  God  and  religion  in  their  fpeechesy 
but  yet  God  was  difpleafed  with  them  for  mixing  their 
zeal  with  fo  much  bitiemeis  and  ra(h  Cenfures  againft 
his  upright  fervant  Job.  Wherefore  if  confcience  o- 
blige  you  at  any  time  to  oppofe  them  who  are  godly,  fee 
that  you  do  it  with  much  caimnefs^  tendcrnefs  and  cau- 
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tion  \  and  take  care  that  your  zeal  do  not  degenerate 
into  paflion,  bitternefsi  or  hatred  againft  any  of  them* 
Mind  what  the  centurion  faid  to  the  chief  captain,  when 
going  to  fcourge  Paul,  Afts  xxii  26.  "  Take  heed  what 
Uiou  doft,  for  diis  man  is  «i  Roman."  So  fay  I,  take  heed 
wh'.t  you  do  to  any  man^  that  is  a  member  of  Chrift. 

ObjeB.  Are  we  not  called  to  contend  with  earneftnefs 
when  matters  of  faith  are.  at  the  (lake  ?  according  to 
Jude,  ver.  2.  ^nf.  i.  All  points^  of  truth  are  not  of  e* 
qua)  weight  and  importance,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
contended  for  with  equal  zeal  and  concern.  2.  Zeal 
and  nieeknefs  are  very  confif^ent,  and  not  oppofite; 
fo  that  there  may  be  zealous  and  earned  contending 
for  truth  without  wrath  and  paflion.  3.  Be  perfuaded 
that  the  wrath  of  man  never  worketh  the  righteoUfnefs, 
of  God ;  yea^  wrath  and  paflion  is  the  woril  thing  that 
can  be  brought  into  a  religious  controverfy,  for  as  a  bad 
caufe  is  never  made  better,  fo  a  good  caufe  is  always 
made  worfe  by  it*  The  glory  of  God  doth  not  need 
fuch  rotten  pillars  to  fupport  it,  as  oux  wrath  and  paf- 
fion,  or  our  bitter  and  angry  words.  Alas  !  it  is  the 
Tafli  ufing  of  the  tongue  that  greatly  influences  our  dif- 
ferencesj  namely,  by  perfonal  refle£iions,  rigid  cenfuresg 
uncharitable  conftruflions,  evil  furmifes,  aggravating 
the  miftakes  of  others,  &c»  This  the  wife  man  obfenr- 
ed  of  old,  Prov.  xv.  1. 18.  Surely  the  tongue  is  an 
unruly  member,  and  full  of  deadly  poifon.  May  Godj 
of  his  infinite  mercy,  give  us  grace  to  govern  it  aright, 
for  Jeftts  Chiift'd  fake.    Amen. 
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The  Difeafe*  of  Souls. 
SERM,ON    IIL 

On  Jcr.  yHu  ia«  Is  tbtr^  Mhaim  m  GUea4f  Is  Am 
no  pbyfickm  Aere  f  Why  then  is  not  Ae  betUA  qftbe 
iloMghter  of  my  people  recovered f 

TISL  wdrids  bebg  before  explained^  and  the  do>^- 
triset  raifed,  I  proceed  to 

JhSj^Xll^  'vxZi  However  defperate  the  difeafes  of  thofe 
withia  dM  church  may  feem  to  be,  yet  if  they  die 
of  diethi  it  will  he  owing  to  themfelves,  feeing 

.^     they  have  an  able  phyfidan,  and  excellent  balm 

.,      to  look  to  for  healing. 

,  This  beihg  the  do<^rine  wluch  I  chiefly  intended  to 
\oB&,  upbn^  i  propofe  to  do  it  at  fome  length  in  the  fol- 
lowing method : 

I.  I  will  enquire  into  thofe  dangerous  difeafes  foif 
which  there  is  balm  in  GUead,  and  a  phyfician  there. 

II.  Take  notice  of  fome  of  thofe  dangerous  fymp- 
toms  which  make  our  difeafes  appear  defperate  and 
incurable,  for  which  there  is  yet  bahn  in  Giiead. 

III.  Speak  of  the  phyfician  there,  who  hath  the 
balm,  and  applies  it  for  curing  the  difeafed. 

IV  Enquire  into  the  nature  of  the  balm^  and  means 
which  the  phyfician  makes  ufe  of  for  healing. 

V.  Touch  at  the  phyfician's  inethod  of  applying  the 
^m,  and  performing  the  cure. 

VL  Make  application  of  tae  whole^ 

D2  I. 
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I.  The  firjh  head^  is  to  enquire  into  the  dangerous 
difcafes  of  thofe  within  the  church  for  which  the  balm 
is  provided.  And  fwr  the  better  tmderftanding  hereof 
I  (hall  premife  fonte  things. 

I .  When  I  fpeak  of  the  church,  I  mean  the  church 
vifil^lei  which  include^  hypocrites  as  well  as  true  be- 
lievers. 

2«  Though  4)e  ftrefigth  and  power  of  the  foul's  dif- 
cafes  be  broken  in  believers,  by  renewing  grace,  yet 
there  is  no  difeaie  in  the  uojenewed^  but  believers  are 
In  part  liable  to  it,  and  luve  the  i^licks  of  it  to  groan 
under,  wbile  they  are  liere  1)elow. 

3.  I  am  not  to  fpeak  of  the  difeafes  of  the  body  na- 
tural, which  is  the  province  of  phyficians ;  nor  of  the 
fcpdyrpolitici  or  civil  (ociety^  which  is  the  bufinefs  of 
politicians  and  ftatefmen ;  though  in  the  mean  time  the 
abounding  of  thefe  at  this  day  is  fo  vifible  to  all,  that 
we  h?ve  gtoand  to  bewail  and  mourn  over  them  bcfoi^ 
ibe  Lord.  Ah  !  tb^  difeafes  of  our  body,  both  civil  and 
ecclefiaftic,  ^re  fo  great  and  lamentable,  that  we  may 
fuftlv  apply  that  word  to  ourfeives,  which  we  have  in 
Ifa*  1*  5.  6.  ^^  The  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole 
heart  faint ;  from  the  fole  of  the  foot  even  uoto  the  head, 
there  is  no  foundnefs  in  it,  but  wounds,  bruifes,  and  pu« 
tfifyiiig  ibres.**  Such  ia  cafe  indeed  is  mournful,  yet, 
bleded  be  God#  it  ie  niH  delpcrate :  Tbegre  is  balm  ki 
Gilead  for  the  ftate  as  well  as  thechuTcb«  and  we 
fhould  plead  with  the  great  phyGcian  in  Ifrael  to  pity 
both,  and  heal  their  refpeGbive  ^ifeafes^  Thanks  be 
to  God  ^at  be  is  both  able  and  ^rilting,  and  that  ho 
gives  v»  fuch  promifet  to  plead  with  him»  a$  thefe  foU 
.  lowing,  in  I&.  i«  2$.  26,  ''  And  I  will  turn  my  baad 
upon  thecs  and  ptirely  purge  away  thy  drofs,  and  take 
«way  thy  6n :  And  I  will  reftore  thy  judges  as  at  the 
firft,  and  tby  counfellors  at  at  the  beginning  \  after*- 
ward6  thou  (halt  be  called  the  city  of  rigbteoufnefs," 
&c.  And  that  in  If^.  x)tx«  a  a.  13.  <'  Thus  faith  ^ 
Ix>rd  Godi  9ebold  I  will  lift  up  mine  hand  to  the  Gen- 
tiles,  and  fet  up  my  (landard  to  the  people  i  and  they 
(hall  bring  thy  fons  in  their  arma»  and  thy  daughters 
fiiall  be  carried  on  their  (boulders  \  and  i^ngs  (hall  be 

thy 
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'mzhj  nurfing  fathers,  and  their  queens  thy  nurGnj;  ino- 
mihcrSf^  &c.  And  that  promife  in  Ifaiah  be.  17.  18. 
•^*  I  will  make  thy  officers  peace,  and  thine  exactors 
"Mghteouffjcfs  ;  Tiolence  (hall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy 
Aandy  wailing  nor  deiiru£^ion  within  thy  borders  ;  but 
"^Shou  (halt  call  tliy  walk  falvatton,  and  thy  ^ates praife" 
"SiJow,  it  is  furely  the  duty  of  all  the  members  of  both 
j«:li\xrch  and  (late,  to  plead  thefe  promifes  whh  God, 
jsuad  to  wsdt  his  time  for  accomplKhing  them  to  us.  O 
'^pvhat  is  there  fo  hard,  but  the  oat  pouring  of  his  Spi- 
^ait  can  do  ? 

4*  The  difeafo  which  I  propofe  to  fpeak  of  in  this 
^lace  are  the  (ins  of  fpiritual  plagues  and  diilempers  of 
-snensffouis,  which  arc  very  dangerous  and  deadly: 
^7hefis  we  ought  all  to  know,  with  thdr  fymptoms  and 
^ffe£ls,  that  we  may  feek  after  the  balm  in  Gilead,  which 
Ss  mercifully  provided  of  God  for  our  healing.  God 
-^wonld  have  every  man  to  know  the  plague  of  his  ovx^n 
2ieart,  i  Kings  vtii.  38.  This  every  man  (hould  know 
:^nd  be  acquainted  with  in  the  firft  place,  in  order  to 
Sxeaiing  \  though  yet  we  are  not  wholly  to  confine  our 
:9faought8  and  care  about  thofe  difeafes  which  are  private 
sand  perfooal,  but  (hew  our  concern  alfo  about  diofe 
^^rhich  are  public  and  national ;  of  which  more  after* 
^vardfi. 

5,  Thefe  (bul  diftcmpers  are  called,  in  fcriptur^,  dit 

•^afes,  wounds,  and  (icknefs;  Pfal.  xxxviii.  5.  and  ciii« 

3.  and  cxlvii.  3.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  4  M»tth.  ix«  I2.  becaufe 

$hcy  prckloce  effeds  in  the  foul,  like  to  thofe  which 

-^UfeiKS  produce  in  the  body ;  fuch  as,  i.  As  difeafet 

^afte  the  beauty  of  the  body,  and  produce  uncomeli- 

mth  and  deformity  in  it,  Pf.  xxxix,  11.     As  they  make 

the  eyes  (ink  and  turn  dull,  the  (kin  (brink  up  an^ 

gather  Wackncfs,  the  fle(h  melt  away,  and  bones  (lick 

iHit»  and  the  moft  beautiful  perfon  to  look  pale  and 

ghaftly ;  So  our  fins  and  fpiritual  didempers  deftroy 

the  comeltnefs  of  the  foul,  deprive  it  of  its  primitive 

l)eauty,  the  image  of  God  ;  and  bring  upon  it  a  moft 

l^ftlf  deformity,  and  make  it  refemble  both  brutes 

4Bd  cieTils,  the  one  in  fenfuality  and  luft,  the  other 

io  pride  and  nulice*    Z.  As  difeafe3  weaken  the  body, 

and 
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and  make  it  unfit  for  fpiritual  work  and  ezercifes,  as 
prayer,  hearing,  meditating,  8cc.  fo  that  duy  becomes 
a  burden  to  it.  3.  As  the  difcafcs  deprive  men  of 
their  appetite  for  food,  ^nd  of  their  digfeftion  ;  fo 
fin  takes  away  the  foul's  appetite  and  digeftion,  that  it 
hath  no  banger  for  the  bread  of  life,  for  communion 
with  €lod|  and  the  influences  of  his  Spirit;  and 
though  the  man  attends  ordinances,  he  doth  not  digeft 
what  he  hears,  nor  is  nourifhed  by  it.  4*  Difeafes 
occa&m  pain  in  the  body  that  it  cannot  reft;  fo  fm 
brings  anguiCh  and  torture  into  the  foul.  Hence  Da- 
vid complains  of  his  bones  being  vexed,  and  his  foul 
being  foref  Texed,  Pfal.  vi.  2  3*  Thefe  things  being 
premifed,  I  (liall  mention  fome  of  tbofe  dangerous; dif« 
cafes  of  the  foul,  for  which  we  need  the  balm  in  Gw 
lead. 

I.  Aiheifm,     Infidelity  or  mifbelief  of  divine  truths 
revealed  to  us,  is  a  deadly  dift  afe,  for  it  hinders  the 
fticcefe  of  the  gofpel,  and .  the  faving  of  fouls.     What 
'is  it  that  keeps  many  halting  fo  long  between  two  opi* 
nionsy  and  hovering  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  devil,  but 
their  not  believing  firmly  the  Bible  to  be  God's  word» 
and  the  gofpel  tidings  to  be  certain  truth  ;  namely,  thsit 
God  fent  Jefus  Chrift,  his  eternal  Son,  into  the  worlds 
tbaifume  our  nature,  and  die  for  fin  in  our  ftead  ; 
and  their  not  giving  firm  credit  to  the  being  of  a  God^ 
the  immoitHlity  of  the  foul,  and  the  life  to  come.    Tho* 
many  will  not  openly  queftion  any  of  thefe  truths,  yet 
the  wavt ring  thoughts  they  have  about  them,  hinder 
them  from  filing  in  with  the  gofpel- method  of  falva- 
tion^  which  God  hath  eftabliihed.     Ah  !  this  is  a  dead^ 
)^  difeaft !     Alio,  there  is  much  pra£^ical  Atheifm  a« 
mong  us ;  many  profefs  to  own  God,  and  yet  live  as 
if  they  believed  there  was  no  Goa  that  made  the  world, 
%tiA  no  providence  that  governs  it :  They  pay  God  no 
hlm^a^  nor  refpe£b ;    they  put  the  creature,  or  felf 
iD?<Soa's  room;  they  afcribe  their  mercies  to  fortune^ 
or^to'their  own  wifdom  or  iiiduftry,  rather  than  to  God. 
A'  woftll  difcafe  !     God's  chu  .it  1*  indeed  are  cured  of 
pfte^iling  Atheifm,  yet  the  dre^s  of  the  di&afe  do  re« 

main ; 
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sxiaixi ;  and  ibmetimes  atheiftical  thoughts  come  to  a 

jgreat  height  ia  them,  as  is  Afaph^  though  Afterwards 

he  was  heartily  grieved  and  aChnmed  for  entertaining 

^liem,  and  calls  himfelf  both  a  fool  and  a  bead  for  k|^ 

Ffal.  Ixxiii.  2i.  22.     And  no  wonder  he  did  fo,  for  A« 

^heifm  and  infidelity,  though  it  abound  in  the  churcht 

-yet  there  is  no  fuch  difeafe  in  hell,  no  fuch  madncfs 

ther^,  for  the  devils  believe  and  tremble,  James  ii,  19. 

"But  though  the  difeafe  be  grievous,  yet  Chrift  hatl\ 

Balm  for  it,  and  to  him  we  mud  go  both  to  help  our  . 

"Unbelief,  and  increafe  our  faith. 

II.  Ignorance  of  God  and  of  gofpel  truths  is  a  mortal 
difeafe,  and  deftroys  many,  even  of  thofe  who  profefs 
to  know  him,  according  to  Hof  iv.  6.  There  are  mul- 
titudes living  in  the  midft  of  gofpel  light,  who  yet  con-^ 
tinue  in  grofs  darknefs.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  in- 
finite juftice  and  holy  nature  of  God ;  and  of  the  raifc- 
ry  of  man  in  his  fallen  eftate,  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and 
the  ranfom  necefifary  for  it«  They  are  ignorant  of  JefuB 
Chrift  and  his  mediatory  offices,  and  of  the  nature  and 
neceffity  of  Chrift*s  righteoufnefs,  and  of  faith  which 
applies  it  to  us.  They  know  nothing  of  the  Spirit's 
office  in  bur  redemption,  nor  of  his  work  in  regenera- 
tion }  yea,  they  do  not  fo  much  as  know  if  there  be  a 
Holy  Ghoft*  Alas !  that  thib  difeafe  of  ignorance 
Ihould  (till  prevail,  not^thftanding  all  the  means  of 
knowledge  we  enjoy.  I  grant  believers  are  fptritually 
illuminated,  and  get  the  ftrength  of  this  difeafe  brokea 
at  their  firft  converfion,  yet  ftill  much  blindneCs  doth 
remain  with  them ;  and  frequently  clouds  of  darknefs 
do  fo  overfhadow  them,  that  they  have  but  faint  views 
of  dime  myfteries.  This  is  a  fad  difeafe,  but  yet  there 
is  balm  in  Gilead,  and  eye  falve  in  Ifrael  for  it,  Rev« 
ill    17.  18.  Jer.  xxiv.  7. 

III.  Hardnefs  of  heart  is  a  ruining  difeafe  to  multi* 
tudes*  Oh  !  it  is  this  that  makes  them  fit  under  the 
xniniftry  of  die  word,  and  hear  the  mod  terrible  threat*^ 
enings  and  curfer4ienounced  againft  their  fins,  and  yet 
be  no  more  moved  than  the  feats  they  fit  on,  or  the 
dead  that  lie  under  their  feet  %  fo  hard  is  the  (lone  in 
the  h^rti  that  the  hammer  of  the  word  in  the  hand 
-.  .  of 
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of  man  irakes  no  tmpreflion  upon  it ;  promiies  draur 
not,  and  threafenings  drive  not ;  mercies  do  not  aRnre, 
and  judgments  do  not  alaim ;  this  is  a  prerailing  plague 
among  the  generality  of  gofpel  hearers.  And  though 
bcrlierers  at  conrerfion  hare  the  heart  of  ftonc  taken 
away^  and  a  heart  of  .flefh  given,  yet  they  arc  much 
plagued  with  recurring  hardncfs,  that  oft  makes  them 
complain  of  being  little  affeftcd  either  with  ordinances 
or  providences  ;  and  though  the  fire  burn  round  about 
'  them,  that  they,  lay  it  not  to  heart.  This  is  an  evil 
difeafcj  yet  there  is  balm  in  Ifniel,  and  help  in  the  pre* 
mifrs  for  it,  Ezck.xxxvi   26.  PfaL  i.  6. 

rV.  Earthly  mindedntfs  is  a  woful  difeafe  ;   it  clojgs 
the  mind  and  unfits  the  foul  for  fpiritual  work.     The 
thoughts  of  the  world  (hut  out  the  thoughts  of  Gorf 
.   and  eternity ;  they  tempt  many  poor  fouls,  like  Mar- 
tha, to  be  carefully  troubled  about  many  things,  evert 
things  which  will  not  avail  them  at  a  dying  hour,  while 
the  one  thing  neccflary  is  quite  neglefled  and  forgot. 
Ah !  what  numbers  are  there  dying  of  this  difeafe  > 
when  other  plagues  kill  their  thoufands,  this  flays  itsf 
ten  thoufands.     O  what  havock  doth  it  daily  make  a^ 
mong  profeffed  Chriftians  ?  Pharaoh's  words  concern* 
ing  th^  Ifraclites,,  may  well  be  appFicd  to  many  of  them, 
Ixod.  xiv.  3.  "  They  are  entangled  in  the  land,  the 
wildernefs  hath  (hut  them  in.^    &>  hot  arc  they  in  pur- 
fuing  the  worfd,  fo  bufied  in  providing  for  their  familiesi 
in  paying  their  debts,  in  making  bargains,  purchafcs. 
and  in  courting  the  favour  of  men,  that  they  can  find 
no  time  in  their  lives,  nor  room  in  their  hearts  for  pre-* 
eious  Chrift,  and  the  concerns  of  their  fouls.     O  fin- 
ners  !  this  d\(t?i(c  of  ^arth/y-mitidednifs  dcth  quite  de- 
feat the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  and  rrarr  your  profiting 
by  fabbaths  and  fermons  *,  it  turns  the  houfe  of  God 
into  a  pl.ice  of  merchandize,  by  your  thcughtfulnefs 
in  it  about  worldly  gain  and  profit.    "What  a  fearful 
diilemper  is  this,  that  turns  a  man's  head  and  heart 
where  nis  feet  fliould  be  !  that  mak6l  him  beftow  his 
foul  and  all  its  neble  faculties  upon  a  httie  white  and 
yellow  clay  !  and  fo  all  his  days  dig  for  drofs  and  dung 
with  mattocks  of  gold  !    Nothing  can  cure  this  difeafe 

but 
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but  thfe  balm  cf  Gilead:  The  prevaaing  po^frer  of  it  is 
indeed  breken  ki  believers  at  converfi^n^  th^  world  is 
tfadn  put  dowri  frbmsrhfi  throne  and  chtef  |^lace  in  the 
foHl  \  yet.  afterwards  it  dtifth  raRjr  its  broken  JFo'rees» 
and  ftf  liggMs  hard  to  recover  the  throne  a^iii  ^  and 
this. proves  very  troublefomc  even  to  the  beft.  It  dif- 
tf  ads  dbfeir  thptfghts»  moleftd  them  in  holy  duties,  and 
fieals  away  their  afFedions  from  Chrift  and  heaven. 
This  is  a. fore  pl^fctf^,  Jet  there  is  balm  in  Hrafcl  and 
hel[>  iri  God's  jJirord  and  promife  for  rt  5  Cant.  h.  8^. 
Jet*,  ztsai.  4.  Col.  iii.  i.  2. 

V.  Averjlon  to  fpiritifal  duties  is  a  fore  difeafe,  when 
tibe  heart  becomes  backward  to'  pay  God  a  vifit  iii  fe- 
cf cty  and  the  man  unwilling  to  go  to  his  clofct  to  coft- 
v^f fe  whh  his  Maker.  Ah !  this  is  the  cafe  with  many, 
who  would  rather  toil  their  bodies  a  ^hole  day,  than 
fpend  a  qrfarter  of  aft  hour  upon  their  knees  with  Gdd 
in  fecr^.t.  Their  animal  fpirits  arc  vigorous  arid  lively 
in  purfuing.  thdir  Worldly  bufinefsj  6r  eVcn  their  diVcr- 
fi6ns ;  but  they  are  low  and  faint  in  foul-work  and  fpi- 
ritftal  ciertifes.  We  fee  many,  they  do  not  weary  to 
fpend  whole  da^s,  yea,  and  nights  too,  iii  drinking, 
daiicihgi  laming,  and  ferviiig  their  lufts ;  but  they 
grudge  to  give  God  fo  much  as  one  day,-  or  any  part 
crfen  of  his  owfi  day.  They  fay  of  Sabbaths  atod  fer- 
nioiiSi  **  Wha£ »  wcarincfs  hath  it  ?  When  will  flie  fab^ 
batkbe  gone  i^  This  is  a  prevailing  difeafe,  and  how 
ftrong  are  the  dregs  of  it  even  in  believers !  For  tho'  at 
converfion  their  hearts  are  Reconciled  to  God  and  his 
ways,'  yet  at  fimes  they  feel  much  of  a  recurring  b^ck- 
wardneis  for  fpirit'ual  wbtk,  fo  that  when  they  would  do 
good,'  evil  isprefent  with  them.  But  yet  there  is  balm  for 
this  difeafe/  in  the  phyfician  of  Ifrael^  and  his  gracious 
prdmifes,  Pfiil.  ex.  3,  Ifa.  xl.  31.  EzA.  xxxvi.  27. 
.  VL  ladweUing  cQrruption^  prevailing  and  vehting  it- 
f<jlf  various'  ways,  is  a  fad  difeafe.  Sbihetimes  it  rifes 
like  a  flood,  f wells  hieh,  and  carries  all  before  it,  Fike 
the  current  of  » tid^  mat  cannot  be  withftbocf.  S6  it 
is  with^thofe  in  whom  the  ftrength  of  corruption  was 
never  fubdued  by  converting;  grace.  And  tho'the  tide 
be  turned  with  renewed  perfons,  yet  upon  Ibme  occa- 
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fions  we  find  them  making  great  complaints  of  theirro' 
valency  of  indwelling  fin,  through  the  power  of  temp^ 
tationi  as  Paul,  Rom.  vii.  and  David,  Pfal,  lxv»  ^'  Im* 
quities  prevail  againft  me  ;"  and,  Ifa.  Ixiy.  6.  **  Our  i-^ 
xiiqu^ties  like  the  wind  have^aken  us  awa^.''  This  is  a 
mod  humbling  difeafe ;  yet  the  phyfician  of  Hrael  hatli 
provided  balm  for  it  in  his  word,  Ff.  Ixv.  3*  AGc  vU« 
19.  Rom.  vii.  24.  25. 

VII.  Hypocrisy  andformaUty  in  Gods  service  1%  a  wo» 
ful  difeafe.  When  men  draw  near  to  God  with  theii: 
lips  only,  and  give  him  no  more  but  bodily  fervice» 
v^ich  is  no  better  than  that  of  a  ftatue  on  ^  tbmbj 
with  eyes  and  hands  lift  up,  only  it  wants  a  voice* 
And  how  unpleafant  is  a  voice  to  God  without  the 
heart  and  afie£lions  ?  He  heavily  complains  of  it^  !&• 
xxix.  13.  Among  the  unrenewed,  hypocrify  is  a 
deadly  and  reigning  difeafe.  And  though  the  convert- 
ed be  delivered  from  its  reigning  power,  yet  they  arc 
fadly  diilrefTed  \^ith  its  remains,  and  oft  pvt  to  com- 
plain that  they  give  God  more  of  the  body,  than  of  the 
heart  in  duty ;  and  that  their  prayers  are  little  better 
than  lip  labour.  But  the  phyfician  of  Ifrael  hath  pro« 
mifed  balm  for  this  difeafe,  Jcr.  xxxi.  33.  Prov.  iv;  18. 
2  Cor.  iy.  16. 

VIII.  Inconfiancy  and  'wandering  of  heart  in  duty  is  a. 
prevailing  diftafe.  Alas  !  for  the  unfixednefs  of  the 
heart,  that  goeth  out  in  many  vain  excurfions  towards 
the  world  and  its  trifles,  and  even  in  time  of  the  moft 
folemn  approaches  unto  God  !  Hereby  our  religious 
performances  are  wofully  marred,  and  God  provoked 
to  loath  and  abhor  them.  There  is  a  voluntary  and 
habitual  wandering  of  heart,  that  is  the  reigning  plague 
of  the  unregenerate :  and  there  is  an  unvoluntary  wan- 
dering, that  is  the  difeafe  of  God's  people,  which  they 
bemoan  and  lament  before  the  Lord.  But  there  is 
balm  in  Gilead  for  it  in  all  (bapes  \  Jer.  xxxii.  29.  £. 
zek.  xi.  19^. 

IX.  Bachflidings  from  the  Lord^  or  a  spiritual  consumpr 
iion^  is  the  common  difeafe  of  God's  people.  They 
are  liable  to  backflide  from  the  power  and  life  of  god* 
lincfs^  and  to  lofc  their  former  fpirituality  and  livdi- 
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u(%  in  fsrving  God  iil  their  clofets,  families,  and  pub^ 
fie  a^emblies  \  fb  that  fometimes,  their  religious  duties 
ate  like  to  wither  and  dwindle  away  into  a  dead  form> 
and  "  the  things  that  remain  arc  ready  tO  die,"  as  it 
was  with  the- church  of  Sardis,  Rev.  iii.  2.  This  decay 
comes  upon  them  when  known  fin  or  floth  are  indulged 
l>y  them.  Then  it  is  that  fpiritual  exercifes  become  a 
wearinefs,  and  avtrGon  grows  to  heart- work  and  fecret 
dutied}  fuch  as  prayer,  reading  the  Bible,  meditation^ 
and  communing  with  their  own  hearts:  Then  the 
graces  do  languifli,  the  faith  of  divine  reveUtion  be- 
comes weak,  the  truths  which  God  reveals  Concerning 
his  gibrious  perfeAions,  the  excellencies  of  Chrift,  and 
concerning  fin  and  duty,  heaven  and  hell,  make  but 
fmall  impr^on  on  the  mind.  The  repentance  is  re- 
ftrained,  and  the  foul  is  little  affefled  with  God  and  its 
evil ;  tben  love  turns  cool  to  Chrift  and  his  image,  it 
doth  not  conftrain  to  duty,  nor  to  hate  and  mortif  j 
(in  as  before ;  then  hope  becomes  faint  and  languid^ 
aiid  hath  not  fuch  defirous  expectations  of  the  eternal 
world,  and  things  unfeen,  as  to  fortify  the  foul'againfl: 
the  allurements  of  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  fleflii 
This  fpiritual  'confumpition  is  a  mournful  difeafe,  and 
calls  us  fpeedily  to  apply  to  the  phyfician  of  Ifrael  for 
the  balm  he  hath  promifed  for  it,  Deut.  xxx.  6.  Hof* 
ziv.  4.  5.  6.  Ffal.  Ixix.  32*  John  xiv.  19.  Cal.  ii.  20. 

X>  Discouragement  and  down-  cafting  of  soui  is  one  of 
God's  people's  difeafes  that  requires  this  balm.  They 
are  often  caft  down  by  outward  affliflions,  and  efpeci*- 
ally  by  the  prevalency  of  fin  and  fatan's  temptations,  by 
the  hidings  of  God's  face,  the  (hutting  out  of  their 
prayers,  the  darkening  of  their  evidences,  the  revival 
of  former  guilt,  and  the  renewing  of  mount  Sinai's 
thunderings  againft  them*  tinder  thefe  trials,  they  are 
apt  to  think  that  God  holds  them  for  his  enemies,  and 
writes  bitter  things  againft  them,  and  hence  are  put  to 
cry  with  the  Ffalmift,  "  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gra- 
cious ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  And  will  he  be 
favourable  no  more  ?"  This  is  a  difeafe  which  fadly  en- 
feebles their  hearts  and  weakens  their  hands  %  yet  the 
great  Phyfician  of  the  church  hath  provided  balm  for 
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i^  ra.  ]£.  5*  ftc  lEu  dL  10. 17.  iS^aiidIir.7.  &c 
ibm  hiL  16.  &c  Jcr.  |xzL  35.  lUb.  xbi.  5.  ^ 

eafe.  Ahs!  we  torn  ■nilMnkfal  both  for  mmnaoi: 
and  fjpcdal  mcrciay  and  tar  At  mrfprahftSe  ^  of  Jc^ 
losCIiriftco  Adbn/s  fdicn  nee:  What  bad  rc^utab 
do  «e  make  to  God  £ar  Us  goodncis  ?  Thcfe  aie  man] 
who  make  laSt  of  God's  oiercics  as  dsts  to  ihoQt  ai 
beavcDt  and  weapons  to  fi^  againft  God  kinfelf 
The  moie  be  pics  tbem  dF  hc^di  and  niOQey,  tbq 
imn  die  more  pnrfane  and  dcfaancfacd  ;  to  diat  ioftead 
of  lixvii^God  widibisbenefitSy  they  make  a  facsifia 
of  diem  to  die  devfl.  Hot  n.  8.  I  fear  (adi  wS  be 
fbood  goiltj  of  dtts  erfly  wbo  befioar  dieir  time  and  mo- 
ney opon  games  and  paffimes,  halls  and  aflemfalics, 
plajs  and  comedies,  and  fndi  vanides  that  prore  anr- 
lenes  of  fin,  and  fimre  gieadj  to  debauch  the  minds 
and  morab  of  men  and  women.  O  kt  vs  not  ungrate- 
foUf  feqoite  die  Lord  our  gradons  benefufior.  Ah  I 
how  Kodi  of  dns  difeaie  dodi  remain  e?en  with  the 
fceft  ?  £f en  Hezekiah  rendered  not  again,  according 
to  the  benefit  dime  unto  him,  2  C^oo.  xxxii.  25. 
Great  need  have  we  dl  of  die  balm  of  Gilead  to  cure 
ns  of  diii  pbgoe. 

XIL  Trufting  U  mr  anm  r^himtsoiss  is  a  difeafe 
which  all  are  liable  to.  The  unbeucYer  goes  about  to 
build  an  imaginary  tower  of  his  own  ri^teoofnefs,  and 
mill  not  ftibmit  to  die  righteoa(ae£5  of  Qirift  die  ^ori« 
00s  Sorely,  who  hadi  bronght  in  an  everlailing  and 
law- biding  righteouineis  for  finners  to  flj  to.  Nay, 
belierers  who  hare  a^lually  fled  to  it,  do  itiU  groan  no- 
dcr  the  remains  of  this  voful  difeafe  within  them. 
They  hate  ftill  a  hankerii^  after  fbnie  dependence  up- 
on their  cnties  and  performances,  altho'  they  cannot 
but  own  that  tbm  beft  duties  need  the  blood  of  Chdft, 
as  well  as  their  worft  fins ;  and  if  they  be  not  walhen 
from  the  fins  that  deare  to  th^m,  they  would  damn 
them.  O !  dieo,  what  need  hare  we  ail  of  die  balm 
in  Gilead,  and  the  Phyfician  there,  for  tfaefe  deadly 
diieaiei  wfaicb  cleave  to  us  ? 

Timf 
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Time  would  fail  me  to  meation  andinfift  upon  many 
other  ^ieTOus  difeafes  which  abound  among  U6j  fucb 
as  pride,  felf-coiiceit,  and  lifting  up  of  ourieives,  be- 
caufe  of  ibme  attainment^  above  others  \  difcontent*- 
ment  «rith  our  lot  and  condition  in  the,  worlds  impa«- 
tience  under  croiTes,  fmful  feif  lov^e:,  ij(>temperance, 
covetoufoefs,  envy,  raOi  anger,  malice^  reyenge,  and 
many  oth^  deadljr  plagues*  if owever  Hgi^  fome  may 
make  of  tbefe  diftemper^,  yet  there  is  none  of  then^ 
but  what  wUl  piiove  deadly,  .if  the  balm  of  Gilead,  and 
Bhyiician  Acre,  be  not  applied  to  for  cure.  But,  blef- 
£b4  be  the  God  of  Ifrael,  dial  this  balm  is  an  unaverfal 
medicine,  a  cathplicon  for  all  manner  of  ipul  diieafes, 
if  finnersr  would  but  feek  to  it,  andfubmit  to  the  appH* 
cation  -of  it  in  the  Phyficiaa's  own  way.  May  we  all 
be  brought  to  fee  and  feel  our  difeafes  in  time,  that 
we  may  haftea  to  the  great  Phyfician  of  the  church, 
while  his  balm  and  power  ace  prefent  to  iieal  U8.  May 
God  of  his  infinite  mercy  determine  us  to  it^  for  Jefus 
C^irift's  fake.    Amen. 


SERMON     IV. 

On  Jerem.  yiii.  22.  Is  there  no  halm  in  Gi/ead F  Is  there 
no  ph^tcian  th£re^  &c. 

IN  the  preceding  fer^noo  I  mentioned  n:^any  foul-dlf- 
cafes,  which  are  more  fecret  and  invifible,  prevail- 
ing ?^mong  us  :  In  this  1  (hall  fpcajc  of  fome  other  dif- 
.e^fep  of  a  more  public  nature,  which  affeft  not  only  the 
particular  members,  but^  in  fome  refpefts,  threaten  the 
jjri^ple  bpdy  qf  the  church,  and  the  feveral  congrega- 
tion^ thereof;  and  upon  which  account  opr  poQr  dif- 
Cfififd  chprch  and  land  do  greatly  need  the  balm  of  Gi- 
le.s|d,  and  phyfician  there,  at  this  day. 

1.  Here/y  and  error  is  a  difeafc  which  fpreads  like  a 
gangrene,  aiid  doth  very  much  threaten  pur  ch\irch 

and 
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and  land  at  this  day ;  when  do£l:rines  are  vented,  and 
bool^fi  difperfed  in  favour  of  Deifm,  Socinianifm,  Ari* 
anifm,  Arminianifm,  and  other  errors  :  When  princi* 
pies  are  efpoufed  and  fpread,  which  tend  to  weaken  A\* 
vine  revelation  \  to  advance  corrupt  reafon  and  felf- 
)ove  as  the  fpring  and  ftand^ird  of  religion ;  to  exalt 
our  moral  perfcrmances  more  than  imptited  righteouf- 
nefs  9  to  reproach  the  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit  upon 
foulS)  with  enthuliafm  ^  and  afcribe  our  good  a£kions 
more  to  the  power  of  corrupt  nature,  than  to  efEca- 
cious  free  grace.  Now^  when  fuch  errors  as  thefe,  be- 
fides  many  Fopi(h  tenets  and  fuperftitions,  are  propa- 
gated among  us,  there  is  ground  to  iay,  we  have  a  fick 
and  difeafed  land,  that  needs  balm. 

II.  Schifm  and  divi/tommong  the  miniders  and  mem* 
bers  of  the  church  is  a  grievous  malady  that  we  at 
.preCent  labour  under.     Surely  it  is  a  moft  unnatural 
didemper  that  caufes  the  Qieep  of  Chriil  to  bite  and  de* 
vour  one  another^  and  the  members  of  Chrift  to  fepa- 
rate  as  aliens ;  yea,  not  only  break  up .  Chriftian  com- 
munion, but  break  out  in  uncharitable  reflections,  bit- 
ternefs,  wrath,  clamour,  and  evil-fpeaking,  one  againlt 
another.     A  ftrange  diftemper  I  that  puts  thofe  who 
will  delightfully  worflbip  God  together  through  a  whole 
eternity,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  they  cannot  keep  fellow- 
fhip  together' here  !  A  diftemper,  that  makes  men  re- 
nounce communion  with  thofe  they  once  delighted  in, 
and  with  whom  the  glorious  Head  doth  ftill  hold  com- 
munion ;  that  takes  many  oflF  from  the  vitals  and  effen- 
tials  of  religion,  and  employs  their  time  in  public  con- 
troverfies  about  party  opinions,  the  grounds  of  fepara- 
tion,  the  charafters  of  preachers,  and  things  which  ra- 
ther tend  to  beget  alienation  of  affeftions,  and  angry 
quarrels,  than  to  promote  faving  knowledge,  faith,  love, 
and  godly  edifying.     Oh  !  how  wrath  like  a  judgment 
is  that  fpirit  of  ftrife  and  divifion  which  God  hach  pour- 
ed out  upon  this  land  for  our  former  mifimprovement 
of  the  gofpel,  and  contempt  of  glorious  Chrift  I    Ah^ 
what  a  flood-gate  doth  it  open  to  many  evils  and  cala*- 
niities  !  That  is  a  true  word  of  the  apolUe  James  iii.  16* 
"  Where  envying  and  ftrife  is,  there  is  confuGon  and 
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ercry  evil  work."  What  a  plague  muft  that  be  tf.at 
ptoducee  every  evil  work  ?  What  a  fad  difeafe  is  it, 
diat  turns  Chriftian  converfe  into  vain  janglings,  that 
hinders  focial  prayers,, that  mars  the  fuccefs  of  the  gof- 
pd|  weakens  the  intereft  of  religion,  propagates  all  kind 
of  evil»  and  expofes  the  church  to  the  fcorn  and  deri- 
fion  of  her  "enemies  !  How  applicable  is  that  word  to  us. 
Lam.  ii.  13.  "  Thy  breach  is  great  like  the  fca,  who 
can  heal  thee  V  Surely  none  but  he  that  hath  the  balm 
of  Gilead. 

III.  Giddinefs  and  unftiiledtiefs  in  religion  is  a  difeafe 
that  fadly  prevails  among  Us.  Many  are  now  ^  reeling 
to  and  fro  like  drunken  men,  as  the  prophet  fpeak?, 
Ifa.  xxiv.  20.  They  do  not,  like  fober  men,  keep  the 
highway  in  a  (Iraight  courfe  -,  but,  like  drunkardsj  (tag- 
ger and  reel  from  one  fide  of  the  way  to  another.  A« 
hs,  the  moft  part  are  reeling  either  to  one  extreme  or 
another,  and  very  few  are  going  on  in  a  (Iraight  and 
ftcady  courfe.  Many  are  reeling  towards  defcflioii 
from  our  reformation  principles  and  attainments  which 
our  worthy  anceftors  valiantly  contended  and  fufFcred 
for;  particularly  in  encouraging  and  drawing  on  the 
yoke  of  patronage  upon  the  church  without  neceflity. 
Tea,  pleading  for  it  as  lawful  and  harmlcfs,  though  our 
reformers  declared  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  pra£lice  of  the  apoftolical  and  primitive  church. 
Likewife,  in  compliance  with  that  yoke,  many  are  vo- 
luntarily falling  in  with  courfes  for  wreathing  it  upon 
the  church's  neck,  and  departing  from  feveral  parts  of 
our  eftablifhed  government  and  difcipline  to  which 
they  (land  folemnly  engaged,  fuch  as  our  approved  rules 
and  prad^ice  with  refpe£l  to  the  moderation  of  calls, 
the  eleflion  and  ordination  of  paftors ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  obtruding  minifters  into  congregations 
againft  their  will,  whereby  the  church  is  fpoiled  of  her 
right  of  calling  her  own  paftors,  the  flock  of  Chrift  is 
fcattered,  the  edification  of  fouls  hindered,  the  great 
ends  of  a  gofpel-miniftry  defeated,  and  the  work  of  the 
gofpel  greatly  obftrudled.  Many  alfo  are  fwerving 
from  our  old  covenant-engagements,  and  openly  deny- 
ing the  la-y^fulnefs  of  national- covenanting,   and  the 
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biijfding'  obligation  thereof  upon  ppfterity  %  and  forming 
to  themfeWes  fchemes  of  government  wkkh  would 
open  a  door  to  anarchy  and  Hcenttoufnefe.  Again,  ma- 
ny are  reeling  towards  Eraflianifmi^  aiid  injurious  in- 
fringements upon  the  churches  intripGc  power}  and  upon 
Chrift's  immediate  headship  and  fupremacy  over  her, 
falling  in  with  a£ts  and  pra^ices  which  tend  to  take 
the  keys  of  churoh  power  and  government  out  of  the 
hands  of  Chr ift  and  church  ofiicers  of  his  sippointfAent, 
and  put  them  into  the  iiands  of  the  cnagiftrate.  Alfp^ 
many  are  reeling  from  the  ancient  ufe  of  creedar  amd  . 
confel&ons  of  faiih,  towards  a  bpundlefe  toleration  of 
all  forts  of  errors  and  herefies,  averting  that  neither  the 
chorch  nor  the  magiilrate  have  any  power  to  reftrain 
them.  Many  are  reeling  towards  the  exahiqg.of  y^^ 
even  putting  it  in  the  room  of  Godf  faying  it  ih  in  (he 
power  of  a  man's  free  will  and  natural  abilities  to  ,re- 
pent  and  convert  himfelf,  and  thafe  there  is  a  neceffi^ry 
connexion  between  a  man's  moral  ferioufnefs  and  ht$ 
obtaining  of  faving  grace.  Yes^  many  are  warping  toi« 
Wards  popery  and  oM  fuperAitions,  pleading  for  a  mid*' 
die  (late,  for  prayeri  for  the  dead,  and  for  the  Eucha* 
rift's  being  a  propej  facrifice  for  fin  :  for  the  neceffity 
of  a  prieft's  abfolution  in  order  to  the  forgivenefe  of  (iir, 
and  of  bowing  to  the  altar,^  and  at  the  name  of  Jefus» 
of  obferving  uninAitufed  feftival^  of  ufing  the  crofs  in 
baptifm,  kneeling  at  the  facr ament,  the  orgdin  in  praife, 
and  other  inventions  of  men  in  God's  wotfliip.  Nayi^ 
many  are  reeling  from:  the  very  fundamentals  of  Chr if- 
tianity,  and  the  dodtrine  of  the  glorious  trinity^  Ghrift'a 
deity  and  fatisfadtion,  the  necemty  of  fupef natuifal  rer 
velation,  and  of  the  imputation  of  Chrift's  righteouC? 
nefs,  and  the  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  and,  inftead 
0  of  thefe  precious  do£irmes^  offering  the  fufiiciency  of 
reafon,  or  nature's  hght,  to  condu£k  men  in  the  way  tp- 
happinefs.  And  thefe  Socinian  and  Deiftica)  texletf 
are  not  a  little  encouraged  by  the  preachers  of  a  ra^ 
tional  or  natural  religion  ^  I  mean  tbofe  dry  moral 
pieaehers,  who^are  more  eameft  in  recommendinjg.  a 
fort  of  Pagan  morality  to  the  world,  than  in  fhewtng 
the  excellency  and  ufef  iHneis  of  Chrift  for  periibing  fmr 
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ncrs,  and  the  nature  and  ncceffity  of  the  work  of  hia 
Spirit  in  applying  his  purchafe,  and  of  gofj^el-holineft 
to  make  them  meet  for  heaven :  who  prefer  a  good 
fayingi  or  moral  precept,  in  fome  ancient  philofopher^ 
to  the  counfels  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  the  dictates  of  his 
apoftles  \  vainly  oppofing  the  dim  candle  of  man's  rea- 
fon  to  the  fun-fliine  of  gofpcl- light  difplayedin  the  ho- 
ly fcriptures.  All  which  do  (hew  how  fadly  the  dif- 
temj^er  of  giddinefs  and  unfettlednefa  in  religion  pr3« 
vails  in  our  land,  and  how  greatly  we  need  the,  balm  of 
Oilead  to  cure  us  of  it.  If  it  fliould  be  afked,  what  it 
it  that  makes  the  land  reel  fo  ?  We  have  the  anfwer  jin 
the  forecited  text,  Ifa.  xxiv.  20.  **  Becaufe  the  tranf- 
greffion  thereof  is  heavy  upon  it  5"  both  the  tranfgref- 
fions  of  the  former  and  prefent  age.  Alas,  there  are 
many  old  fins  little  minded  by  us  !  old  perjuries  and 
treacherous  dealings  with  God  ;  old  defection  and  back* 
Hiding,  old  perfecutions  and  blood (hed.  We  have 
ground  to  fear,  that  thcfe  old  traufgreflions»  together 
with  thofe  of  a  latter  date,  ly  fo  heavy  upon  the  land, 
that  it  is  made  to  reel  and  ftagger  with  the  weight  of 
tbem.     O  when  (hall  we  be  difburdened  of  that  load  ? 

IV.  Barrennefs  and  unfrmtfulnefs  with  refpe£l:  to 
convcrfion-work  and  the  bringing  forth  of  children  to 
God,  is  a  grievous  malady  which  the  church's  womb 
feems  to  be  fmitten  with  at  this  day.  Ah  !  how  little 
is  the  doftrine  of  regeneration  and  the  new  birth  knowtl 
and  experienced  among  us  !  How  rare  is  convcrfion- 
work  now,  in  rcfpeft  of  former  times  !  Our  eats  have 
heard,  and  our  fathers  have  told  us,  what  days  of  the 
Son  of  man  have  been  fcen  in  our  land,  when  the  Cap- 
tain of  our  falvation  took  to  himfclf  hib  great  power^ 
and  mounted  his  white  horfe  of  a  triu^nphant  gofpel^ 
and  rode  through  our  cities  and  congregations^  with 
his  crown  on  his  head,  his  bow  in  his  hand^  and  his 
fword  girt  on  his  thigh,  going  forth  conquering  and  to 
Conquef.  When  the  arm  of  the  Lord  did  thus  awake 
and  put  on  ftrcngth,  how  glorious  were  the  effects ! 
the  preacher's  tongue  was  loofed,  the  heartrs  hearts 
were  melted  \  the  word  of  the  Lord  did  rurt,  and  th^ 
gofpel  had  free  courfe.     The  enemies  of  the  power  of 
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godlincfs  were  filled  with  confufion  and  aftoniOiment, 
and  made  to  acknowledge  that  God  was  among  his 
people  of  a  truth.  Mockers  and  curious  perfons  were 
ca  ched  by  the  word,  and  hundreds  have  been  wrought 
upon  by  one  fermonj  and  made  to  date  their  conrer- 
fion  from  it  The  angel  came  down  and  troubled  the 
.waters,  and  multitudes  .of  difeafed  fouls  flept  in  at 
once»  an^  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  prefent  to  heal 
them.  Such  pleafant  feafons  have  been  of  late  in  fomc 
parts  of  NeW'Englandi  and  in  others  of  the  planta- 
tions :  may  the  Lord  continue  them  there,  and  caufe 
them  to  fpread  through  all  our  colonies  in  Aixerica, 
May  he  fend  them  alfo  to  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
the  poor  land  where  he  hath  had  his  dwelling  in  times 
pad,  that  fo  **  the  wildernefs  and  folitary  place  may  be 
glad  for  them,  and  the  defart  may  rejoice  and  bloflbm 
as  the  rofe,  the  glory  of  Lebanon  may  be  given  unto  it, 
the  excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon."  Then  fliouhi 
our  land  fing  as  in  the  davs  of  old. 

^eft.  On,  what  may  be  the^reafon  of  the  unfruit- 
fulnefs  of  a  preached  gofpel  in  the  land  where  Chrift 
hath  had  his  glorious  marchings  in  times  paft  ? 

An/.  Surely  we  muft  juftify  the  Lord,  and  leave  our 
complaints  uj^n  ourfelves.  A  holy  God  is  provoked 
to  withdraw  his  Spirit  from  the  aflemblies  of  profeiTcd 
Chriftians,  becaufe  of  their  formality  and  hypocrifjTy 
their  divifions  and  contentions,  their  fatisfying  them* 
felves  with  bare  ordinances  without  the  God  of  ordi« 
nances,  with  communion- occa (ions  without  commu* 
nion  with  God.  The  Holy  Spirit  and  his  gracious 
workings  arc  fo  far  from  being  fought  after,  that  they 
are  fcarce  credited  or  believed,  nay,  by  many  they  are 
reproached  with  the  odious  names  of  Enthufiafoiy 
whimfical  notions,  and  melancholy  imaginations.  And 
may  not  God,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  make  ordi- 
nances, a  mifcarrying  womb  and  dry  breads  to  them  ? 

Again,  God  by  our  fins  and  backflidings  is  provoked 
to  call  off  the  ftage  a  godly  and  faithful  fet  of  miniftcrs 
and  Chridians,  who  dood  in  the  gap,  and  wredled  for 
God's  prefence  and  Spirit  to  ordinances,  without  (end- 
ing others  to  fill  their  room  ;  nay,  indead  of  that,  to 
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fuflfer  the  church  to  be  ph2;ued  with  a  fet  of  earthly 
minded  preachers  and  ft u dents,  who  give  fad  difcove- 
Ties  of  their  carnal  motives  and  ends  in  purfuing  after 
the  prieft's  office,  that  it  i:5  more  to  win  ftipends  than 
to  win  fouls,  to  ^et  bread  to  themfelves,  than  to  get 
glory  to  God  Which  furcly  is  a  fearful  judgment  and 
token  of  wrath  againft  a  poor  finfui  land- 

Likewife,  God  is  provoked  to  leave  minlfters,  and 
deny  them  fuccefs,  becaufe  of  their  defection  from  the 
oprightncfs,  piety,  and  zeal  of  our  godly  anceftors, 
from  their  humility  and  felf-denial,  from  their  fmgle 
aims  at  God's  glory  and  the  falvation  of  fouls,  from 
their  dependence  upon  God,  in  the  exercife  of  faith 
and  prayer,  for  his  prefence  and  blefling  upon  their 
labour;,  and  from  their  travelling  in  birth  till  Chrift 
was  formed  in  their  people's  fouls.  And,  finally.  No 
doubt,  many  minifters  are  unfuccefsful,  by  reafon  of 
the  grudges  and  prejudices  whicli  they  beget  in  their 
people's  breads  againft  themfelves,  for  fwerving  from 
reformation- principles,  and  concurring  in  violent  fet- 
tlements  and  intrufions  upon  parifiies,  whereby  people 
are  tempted  to  abhor  the  oflFerings  of  the  Lord  ;  and  i^- 
inorance,  error,  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  im- 
moralities.and  diforders,  are  greatly  encouraged.  From 
whence  it  is  too  evident,  that  minifters  ^re  to  be  blam- 
ed as  well  as  people  for  the  prefent  barrenntfs  under  the 
means  of  grace.  O  !  that  both  they  and  we  were  help- 
ed to  fee  the  caufe,  and  to  cry  for  the  balm  of  Gilead 
to  cure  us  of  it. 

Head  II.  I  proceed  to  the  fecond  heady  in  the  me- 
thod I  laid  down,  to  wit,  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  thofs 
dangerous  fymptoms  which  make  our  difeafes  feem  in- 
curable and  defperate ;  for  which  there  is  yet  balm  in 
Gilead,  and  a  phyfician  there. 

I.  It  is  a  dangerous  fymptom,  when  the  body  is  uni- 
verfally  diftreffed,  and  when  there  is  a  complication  of 
difeafes  on  it,  and  fome  of  thefe  of  contrary  natures. 
Then  tfie  patient's  cafe  is  very  hopelefs,  and  the  cure 
much  defpair«d  of,  becaufe  what  is  good  for  one  dif- 
eafe  is  bad  for  another.  Thu<^,  alas !  it  is  with  the  bo- 
d^  of  Chrift  in  our  land.  The  church  is  fick  not  in 
r  9  one 
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p?rt,  buf  over  all,  as  it  was  in  the  prophet's  time,  Ifa» 
i.  5,  6.  "  There  is  no  foundnefs  in  it,  nothing  but 
wounds  and  difeafes"  of  divers  forts.  In  feme  parts  of 
the  houfe  a  dangerous  fire  is  kindled,  in  other  parts 
deadly  difeafes,  as  tympanies,  fevers,  dropfics,  and  le- 
thargies, do  prevail.  One  part  is  blown  up  with  pride, 
another  is  in  a  fever  of  ftrife  ;  another  part  is  drowned 
in  fenfuality,  and  another  deadened  with  a  lethargy  and 
fpirit  of  flumber.  And  thefe  difeafes  are  of  fo  con- 
trary natures,  that  what  is  phyfic  for  the  one,  is  death 
for  the  other.  We  may  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal. 
Ixvi.  12.  **  We  go  through  fire  and  through  water  :" 
two  contrary  elements,  what  expels  the  one,  cheriflieth 
the  other.  Now,  when  our  cafe  is  fo  defperate,  is  there 
any  remedy  for  us  ?  Yes,  the  balm  of  Gilead  is  a  me- 
dicine that  fuits  the  moft  complex  and  dangerous  cafe : 
fee  what  David  fays  of  it,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  19,  "  Many  arc 
the  affliftions  of  the  righteous,  but  the  Lord  delivereth 
him  out  of  them  all.  This  he  ^Ifo  found  to  his  owq 
fweet  experience,  Pfal.  xlii.  7,  8.  **  Deep  calleth  unto 
deep,  at  the  noife  of  thy  water-fpouts ;  all  thy  waves  and 
thy  billows  are  gone  over  me  \  yet  the  Lord  will  com- 
mand his  loving- kindnefs  in  the  daytime,  and  in  the 
night  his  fong  fhall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  unto  the 
God  of  my  life.'*  David  was  like  a  (hipwrccked  man,  al- 
moftfwallowed  up  with  the  fea- billows  from  beneath,  and 
at  the  fame  time  near  drowned  with  (pouts  of  rain  from 
above.  Not  only  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  were  a- 
gainft  him,  but  heaven  feemed  angry  with  him  too.  But 
praifes  be  to  our  glorious  Phyfician  who  hath  balm  to  an- 
fwerthe  greeted  varieties  and  contrarietiesof  ourdiftem- 
pers»  David  blefleth  him  for  it,  Pfal.  ciii.  2,  3.  "  Blcfs 
the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes." 

IF,  It  is  a  deadly  fymptom,  when  the  body  is  in  a 
violent  hot  fever,  attended  with  great  inflammations. 
This  is  very  much  our  cafe ;  our  diftemper  is  hot  and 
violent,  and  our  wounds  much  inflamed  with  the  old 
ferpcnts  poifon,  and  the  rage  and  paflions  of  men  j 
yet  the  halm  of  Gilead  can  cure  the  moll  deadly  wounds 
and  inflammations  ;  it  can  take  out  of  them,  not  only 
the  venom  of  the  ferpent's  ftings  and  the  heat  of  man's 
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rage ;  but  alfo  t^e  inQanimatiaii  of  God's  wrath,  which 
18  worfe  than  either. 

HI.  When  difeafes  are  of  lonij  continuance  and  root- 
ed in  the  body,  the  cure  is  hard,  Deut-  xxviii*  99. 
Such  are  out  maladies,  which  make  us  really  to  fay, 
there  is  no  hope.  Yet  the  balm  of  Gilca  1  can  cure  the 
oldeft  and.  mod  rooted  di(lemper.  It  can  heal  thofe 
who  have  been  diltreiTcd  for  many  years,  as  foon  as 
thofe  who  has  been  ill  but  a  few  days.  The  Phyficiaa 
of  Ifrael  can  as  eafily  raife  up  his  people  when  their 
bones  are  dry,  as  when  jud  new  dead,  Ezek.  xxxvii. 

IV.  When  all  about  the  difeafed  look  on  their  cafe 
aa  defperate,  we  lofe  hope.  This  is  our  cafe ;  all  who 
view  the  church,  look  on  her  as  finking  ;  and  even 
thofe  of  the  mo(l  faith  are  putting  the  queftion,  ''  Can 
thcfe  dry  bones  live  ?"  And  we  are  apt  to  fay  of  our- 
fclvcs,  with  the  poor  captives,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  11,  "  Bc- 
liold  our  bones  are  dryed,  our  hope  is  loft,  and  we  are 
cut  off  for  our  part."  Yet  t^tn  when  all  give  up  the 
cafe  as  defperate,  the  balm  and  phyfician  in  Gilead  can 
effeduate  a  cure.  We  have  an  adonilhing  promife  to 
the  church  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Jer.  xxx.  17.  "  For  I  will 
icftore  health  unto  thee,  I  will  heal  thee  of  thy  wounds, 
faith  the  Lord,  becaufc  they  called  thee  an  outcafl,  fay- 
bg,  this  is  Zion  whom  no  man  feeketh  after."  Her 
cafe  was  hopelefs,  and  therefore  neglefted  by  all,  but 
even  in  that  cafe  the  balm  of  Gilead  can  "  bring  health 
and  cure,"  Jer,  xxxiii.  6. 

V.  A  difcafe  is  the  mors  dangerous,  when  its  threat- 
ening fymptoms  are  not  obferved,  fo  as  to  provide 
timely  remedies.  Ah  !  this  is  v^ry  much  our  cafe, 
vreobfcrve  not  our  dangerous  fymptoms,  though  "  the 

■  fire  be  kindled  round  about  us,  we  lay  it  not  to  heart :" 
the  inipending  clouds  of  wrath  and  judgments  do  not 
alarm  us,  fo  as  to  make  us  fearch  and  try  our  ways,  and 
**turn  again  unto  the  Lord."  The  prcfent  calamities 
vc  groan  under,  as  fcarcity  and  decay  of  trade,  war 
and  blood(hed,  lofles  and  difappointments,  the  griev- 
ances  of  church  and  (late,  do  not  make  us  fee  the  Lord's 
hand  in  them,  nor  hear  his  voice  by  them,  fo  as  to 
humble  ourfelves  under  his  mighty  hand^  and  turn  to 

him 
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hi(n  ^ith  mourning  and  fupplicationy  as  he  calls  us  : 
But  we  will  flill  go  on  in  our  old  courfes  without  relent- 
ing. Our  cafe  is  not  unlike  that  of  Cod's  profefling 
people  of  old,  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  **  For  the  iniquity  of  his 
covetoufncfs  was  I  wroth,  and  fmote  him,  I  hid  rae, 
and  was  wroth."  And  yet,  after  all  thcfe  tokens  of 
God's  anger,  it  is  added,  "  He  went  on  frowardly  in 
the  way  of  his  heart.  Now,  can  there  be  any  remedy 
for  him  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Yes,  the  Lord  faith,  there  is 
even  balm  in  Gilead  for  fuch  a  defperate  condition, 
and,  which  is  mod  furprizing,  that  the  Phyfician  him- 
felf  will  come  and  apply  it,  as  he  adds  in  vcrfe  18.  •*  I 
have  feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him.  In  thefe  hope 
lefs  circumftances  I  will  ftep  in  myfelf,  with  the  balm 
in  my  hand,  which  will  heal  him  of  his  frowardncfs 
and  perverfenefs,  when  nothing  elfe  can.  Now,  who 
could  have  expe£ted  fuch  a  word  in  fuch  a  defperate* 
like  cafe,  and  that  there  could  be  balm  for  fuch  a  fro* 
ward  diftemper  of  heart !  One  might  have  thought 
God  would  have  added,  *^  I  have  feen  his  ways,  and 
will  damn  him*"  But  inftead  of  that  he  fays,  *'  I  have 
feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him."  Oh  I  the  conde-' 
fcending  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  to  the  chief  of 
finners. 

Vi.  A  difeafe  is  judged  defperate  and  incurable, 
\vhen  the  patient  lofes  his  fenfes,  or  turns  lethargic, 
that  he  cannot  be  awakened.  Ah  !  we  are  become  le- 
thargic under  our  maladies,  we  have  loft  our  fpiritual 
fenfes  in  a  great  meafure.  Our  hearing  is  gone,  we 
hear  not  the  voice  of  rods,  nor  the  voice  of  mercies, 
the  voice  of  confcience,  nor  the  voice  of  God's  word, 
nor  do  we  fet  about  the  duties  they  loudly  call  us  to. 
Our  fight  is  departed  from  us,  we  fee  not  the  Lord's 
hand  in  his  difpenfations  ;  when  mercies  come,  we  re- 
ceive them  like  brutes,  without  feeing  the  hand  that 
gives  them,  or  rendering  thanks  to  the  giver.  When 
affli£tions  come,  and  the  Lord's  hand  is  moft  vifible  in 
them,  yet  we  fee  it  not,  like  thofe,  Ifa.  xxvi.  n.  we 
fee  not  the  Achan,  the  fin  which  is  clearly  pointed  at 
by  the  rod.  Why  ?  becaufe  a  fpirit  of  fl umber  and  of 
deep  fleep,  hath  fallen  down  upon  miniflers  and  pro- 

'  fcffors. 
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feflbr?,  which  have  clofed  their  eyes,  according  to  Ifa. 
xxh.  fo. — —Our  feelinjj  is  almoft  gone,  we  feel  not 
the  weight  of  (in,  nor  the  flings  and  upbraiding^  of 
confcier-ce  for  it,  we  jjroan  nor  under  the  burden.— 
We  fmell  no'^  th^  fweet  favour  of  Chrift's  name,  nor 
the  ptecious  ointments  of  his  graces  and  comforts  which 
draw  fouls  unto  him,  Cant.  i.  3.  4.— We  taftc  not 
the  fwcetnefs  that  is  in  his  promifes,  and  in  the  fruits 
of  the  blfcfled  apple  tree.  Alas  I  fabbaths  and  faft-days, 
fermons  and  facraments,  ^o  not  relifh  with  us  as  in 
times  paft.  Now,  thefc  de^ly  fymptoms  of  our  dif- 
eafed  church  and  land,  when  we  view  them,  make  our 
itialadfes  fcem  incurable,  and  our  cafe  dcfpcrate  ;  yet 
when  we  look  to  the  balm  of  Gilead,  we  fee  a  remedy 
for  them.  We  find  the  fame  fymptoms  in  the  cafe  of 
Jcrufalem,  which  made  her  wounds  and  bruifcs  feem 
incurable,  yet,  faith  the  Lord,  Jer.  XXX.  17.  "I  will 
rcftorc  health  unto  thee,  and  will  heal  of  thy  wounds.** 
And  Jer.  xxxiii^  6.  "  Behold  I  will  bring  health  and 
cure,  and  reveal  unto  them  the  abund  mce  of  peace 
and  truth*'— May  the  Lord  take  comp:j{Iion  upon  our 
htlplefs  and  hopelefs  condition,  and  accomplifh  thefe 
his  gracious  promifes  to  our  difeafed  land|  for  Jefus 
Chrift's  fake^     Amen. 


Who  is  the  Phyfician  ? 
S  E  R  M  O  N    V. 

On  Jerem.  viii,  22.     //  there  no  balm,  Is^c. 
HEAD    m. 

I  PROPOSED,  in  the  third  place,  to  fpeak  of  the 
phyfician  who  hath  this  balm  for  us.  God  himfelf 
is  our  phyfician.  He  is  Jehovah  that  Ixaleth  us^  Exod. 
XV.  26.  Our  cure  is  the  work  of  the  whole  Trinity, 
but  cfpecially  of  Jefus  Chrift,  God  incarnate,  who  came 

to 
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to  the  world  with  a  commiiCon  to  heal  fouls.  Thii 
commiflion  he  opened  and  read  at  the  beginning  of  Ui 
miniftry,  I.uke  iv.  i8.  and  ftill  after  owned  it  to  be  fail 
bufinefs  to  heal  fouls,  Mat.  ix.  i2,  xt^.  In  this  office 
of  healer,  he  was  held  forth  and  typified  of  old  by  tha 
brazen  ferpent  thit  healed  the  flung  Ifraelities,  John  iii* 
14.  and  hy  the  sun  of  righteotisness  thrit  rifeth  to  us  witk 
healing  under  the  wings,  M»I.  iv.  2.  and  by  the  tret  qf 
It  fey  whofe  leaves  were  fot  the  healing  of  the  nations^ 
Rev.  xxii.  2. 

The  ix)rd  Jefus  Chrift  being  God-man,  is  nobly  qua* 
liiied  to  be  our  foul-phyfician ;  for,  i .  He  hath  infinite 
knowledge  and  ikill  for  taking  up  all  difeafes,  with  their 
caufes>  and  the  proper  remedies  for  them,  fo  that  he  cad 
never  miflake  the  cafe  of  the  afHi^ed,  nor  make  wrong 
applications  for  their  cure.     2.  He  hath  fovereign  au« 
ihority  and  almighty  power,  whereby  he  can  command 
difeefes  to  come  and  go  at  his  pleafure.    3.  He  hath  in- 
finite piiy  and  readinefs  to  help  the  diftrefTed  :  as  he 
hath  in  him  the  compaflion  of  a  God,  fo  he  bath  alfo 
the  bowels  of  a  man,  which  endows  him  with  a  peca« 
liar  tendernefs  of  heart  towards  us,  as  being  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  ;  and  hence  lie  is  in« 
clined  many  times  to  come  to  the  fick  without  being 
fcnt  for,  to  the  poor  who  have  nothing  to  give  him, 
and  to  be  found  of  them  who  never  fought  him.     On 
this  account  Chrifl  is  reprefented  by  the  good  Samari* 
tan  that  came  to  the  wounded  man  that  fell  among 
thieves,  and  was  lying  by  the  way.  fide,  in  a  helplefs 
cafe  ;  the  diflrefled  man  fcnt  not  for  him,  but  he  came 
of  himfclf,  he  pitied  him  and  took  him  up,  and  poured 
wine  and  oil  into  his  wounds.     4.  He  harh  wonderful 
patience  towards  the  diftreffcd,  he  doth  not  leave  them 
for  their  unthankful  carriage,  and  the  abufes  he  gets 
from  them,  but  bears  with  them  ali,  and  refoluttly  goes 
on  with  his  defigned  applications,   till  the  cure  be  per- 
fe£led.    He  knows  if  he  fliould  cad  them  off,  none  elfe 
could  take  them  in  hand,  and  death  would  infallibly 
be  the  iffue. 

That  the  Lord  Jefus  might  convince  us  the  more  of 
his  compaf&on  and  readinefs  to  heal  difeafed  fouls,  he 

readily 
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icadtly  cured  men's  bodies  when  he  was  on  eartbi  and 

put  none  away  that  came  to  him.     His  defign  in  thi» 

vas  to  encourage  us  to  co!ne  to  him  with  our  fou)-ma« 

hdies,  and  to  afford  us  a  ilrong  prop  to  our  faitbi  and 

an  argument  to.plf»d  wita  him,  ai'Ct  fay,  "  Lord,  thou 

didft  ihew  com:j;ii&on  to  Mt  \itA  bodies  that  muft  rot 

in  the  earth,  and  wilt  t'lou  not  be  moved  with  pity  to 

precious  iouU  that  wil;  live  for  ever  ?    Did  the  difeafes 

of  bodies  draw  out  thy  bowels,  and  (hall  not  the  wounds 

of  fouls  afFccl  thee  much  more  ?    Was  it  not  thy  main 

errand  to  heal  fouls^  O  rejeck  not  chofe  which  are  laid 

down  at  thy  feet." 

The  Fourth  Head.  I  propofed,  in  the  ^tb  place^ 
to  enquire  mto  the  nature  of  the  balm,  and  means  o£ 
healing,  which  the  Phyfician  makes  ufe  of. 

In  the^ftr^  placr,  the*  blood  of  Chrift  may  juftly  be 
called  the  iaim  of  GUeady  th^it  heals  fouls,  for  it  is  the 
meritorious  caule  of  our  health  and  cure,  and  purv^hafes 
idl  under  means  of  healing  to  us.  This  is  evident  from 
Id.  liii.  5.  '*  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffionsy 
he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  the  chailifement  of 
oir  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes  we  are 
kaled.''  Our  glorious  Phvficiaa  faw  that  no  iefs  thaa 
his  blood  and  ftripes,  his  fufifering  and  dying  in  our 
room,  could  fatisfy  juftice,  and  obtain  p;irdon  to  take  a« 
way  the  guilt  and  puniihment  ot  fm,  and  procure  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit  to  remove  the  power  and  pollution 
of  (in,  and  therefore  he  willingly  (lieds  all  his  blood  for 
curing  us  ot  the  dii'eafcs  of  fm.  This  blood  then  is  our 
healing  balm.  Though  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  other 
means  of  healing,  which  our  Phylician  makes  ufc  of^ 
yet  wc  are  to  unilerifand  that  atl  thefe  are  ufed  in  fub- 
ferriency  to  Chrifl's  biood,  which  is  the  bleffed  meri- 
torious mean  ot  our  cure,  the  only  balm  that  procures 
all  the  other  means  of  healing  to  us  \  feme  ot  'vvhich  I 
(hall  mention ;  as, 

I.  Tke  Spirit  of  God,  with  his  faving  operations  in 
fouls,  is  the  great  mean  of  healing,  which  our  uleeding 
Saviour  procured  for  us.  He  fends  the  Spirit  to  inti- 
mate the  pardon  of  iin  to  the  wounded  coufcicnce,  and 
thereby  cures  the  foul  of  its  fears  of  wrath.  And  for 
Vol.  ill.  G  curing 
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curing  the  power  and  pollution  of  (in,  he  fenda  the  Spi*.- 
rit  to  heal  and  change  the  nature,  to  fubdue  (ki|  infuiek 
grace,  and  mcline  the  foul  to  holinefs      And,  to-TCii*' 
der  the  cure  univerfal  through  all  the  faculties  of  the 
fouli  he  enlightens  the  underftanding,  reneva  the  vrilli  ' 
foftens  the  heart,  fandifies  the  memory,  makes  the 
confcience  tender  and  liTely,  and  fete  the  afiedions  up^  - 
on  right  objeflSi^  Now,  all  thefe  operations  of  the  Spi^* 
lit  are  the  purchafe  of  Chrift's  blood,  as  is  clear  from ' 
Gal.  iii.  13,  14.     <<  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the' 
curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,  that  u-e 
might  receive  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through  faith.'* 
May  the  Lord  fulfil  that  promife  to  us,  for  healing  our 
fick  fouls  and  our  fick  land. 

IL  The  ivord  and  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  another 
mean  he  makes  ufe  of  for  healing  our  fpiritual  difi^ifes^  - 
Thefe  are  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  are  for  * 
healing  of  the  nations.     As  the  word  is  a  mean  in  thcf  - 
hand  of  Chrift,  and  his  Spirit  Cor  breaking  and  wound«< 
ing  the  hard  heart,  and  therefore  called  a  hammer  and  • 
a  (harp  (word ;   fo  it  is  alfo  a  mean  of  healing  the 
wounded  foul,  by  bringing  healing  promiiea  to  it,  and?« 
prefcribing  remedies  againft  fin,  according  to  Pfal.tfviw^ 
2o.     **  He  fent  his  word  and  healed  them,  and  delirer*' 
ed  them  from  their  deftru£tion."    The  facraments  alio 
are  means  of  healing,  as  they  feal  the  pardon  of  our' 
fins,  and  bring  cordials  to  our  fainting  hearts* 

III.  AfSi£lions  are  means  of  healing,  made  ufe  df 
by  our  Fhyfician.  He  fends  crofles  and  lofles  to  make 
us  feel  how  bitter  fin  is,  to  caufe  us  to  fearch  our* 
wounds,  to  mourn  over  them,  and  refolve  againft  fin 
for  the  future.  Sanftified  rods  are  the  purchafe  of - 
Chrift's  blood  to  his  patients ;  they  are  his  pbyfic  to- 
purge  away  their  fins,  Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  **  By  this  fliall 
the  iniqiuty  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit 
to  take  away  their  fin.  So  that  believers,  inftead  of 
murmuring,  ought  to  blefs  God  for  their  afflidions^ 
feeing  they  are  Chrift's  pbyfic  which  he  hath  purchafed 
for  them  at  a  dear  rate. 

IV.  Stupendous  providences  are  fometimes  made  ufe 
•f  by  Chrift  as  balm  for  his  church's  difeafesy  when  he 

doth 
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dotfk  tenribte  things  whkh  they  looked  not  for,  as  in 
I£l..  IxiY.  3*  Thus  he  healed  the  fears  of  Ifrael,  by  c- 
peniii^  a  M^ay/or  them  in  the  redfea.  He  healed  their 
murnnirings  in  the  wildemefs  by  giving  them  waters 
out  c»f  the  rodb  So  the  I/>rd,  by  (tupendous  difpenfa« 
tiotis  and  fevolutionst  hath  often  brought  relief  and 
heskUng  tj0  lus  diitrefied  church  iu  our  land,  as  in  the 
yeavs  4*S^Pi  <638i  16881  J7i4»  and  at  other  doies. 
Okt  us  fttll  jeoiember  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of 
themoft  High. 

-  V.  JFsutluul  miniders  arc  appointed  as  balm  and 
meansiDf  j^ea^ag  to  difea&d  fouls.  The  great  phyfi* 
cian  fi^BRfa  them  to  diipenfe  found  and  wholefome  doc- 
trines iFor  that  end,  i  Tim.  vi.  3.  Tit*  ii.  i.  They  are 
hi9  tpocbecaries  to  weigh  out,  mix,  qualify  and  prepare 
the  aiedicines  according  to  his  prefcriptions :  This 
the  apoftJe  points  at  by  a  minifter'^  **  rightly  dividing 
th(6  word  of  truth,^  2  Tim.  ii,  15.  and  Chrift  himfeu 
moans  it  bf  the  **  fteward's  ^ving  his  houihold  their 
poftioa  of  meat  in  due  feafon^  Luke  xii.  4a.  It  is  hap» 
py  for  a  difealcd  church,  when  God  gives  them  under- 
ftlDding  of  ^  times  (like  the  men  of  Ifiachar)  to  kuow 
wiM-lfiad  ought  to  do  in  difficult  cafes.  And  it  is  as 
uabappy  for  her,  when  they  are  left  to  miftake  the  pro^i 
per  means,  and  fometimes  to  inflame  her  wounds,  in- 
ftead  ef  fa«a)ing  them.  It  is  the  Lord  that  muft  give 
minifters  undcrftanding  in  allthingS|  a  Tim.  ii.  7.  May 
they  be  helped  always  to  depend  upon  him  for  ic. 

VL  Reforming  magiftrates  have  been  made  ufe  of 
at  balm  for  the  church's  diftempers,  when  the  Lord  ftirs 
them  up  .to  reftore  her  libertieSf  redrefs  her  grievances 
and  to  ufe  their  authority  to  curb  error  and  vice,  ido- 
latry and  fuperftition,  to  call  fynods,  to  confalt  about 
refonnatitniy  and  excite  minifters  to  their  duty.  Such 
balm  were  David,  Solomon^  Jehoihaphat,  Joaih,  He- 
zekiab,  Jofiiah^  and  Nehemiah,  to  the  church  of  God  in 
their  times.  And  fo  alfo  were  Ahafuerus^  Cyrus,  Da* 
riusi  Astaxerxes,  and  other  heathen  magiitrates,  by  the 
Lord's  turning  their  hearts  to  favour  his  church  in  their 
dominions.  And  when  the  Lord's  time  of  fulfilling 
liis  piomifes  to  her  doth  come,  he  can  ftill  make  Itrang- 
G  a  crg| 


52  The  Balm  of  GiieaJ.  S .  1^ 

ers  to  buiM  up  her  walls*  and  their  kinp[S  to  miniiler  to 
her :    And   kIn;Ts  to  prove   ber  nurfing   fathers,  2nd 
queens  her  nurfing  muthers,  according  to   ifa    Ix.  io» 
and  Ifa.  xlix.  23. 

VII.  Godly  praying  perfons  in  every  (lation  arc  ii 
balm  to  a  difeafed  la-^d,  and  the  pooreit  of  them  may 
help  to  heal  it  by  their  pr^iyers  4  even  as  a  little  ciiiU 
may  bring  phyfici  and  prefent  it  to  its  fick  mother.  0 
that  all  the  children  of  Zion  were  thus  employed  at 
prefent,  when  there  is  fuch  need  for  it.  The  Lord  en- 
courages them  to  st»  by  promifing  that  the  prayer  of 
faith  Siall  fave  the  fick^  James  v.  r5.  and  contribute  to 
heal  the  whole  land,  2  Chron.  vii.  17.  **  If  my  peo- 
ple, who  are  called  by  my  name,  (hall  humble  them* 
felves,  and  pray,  and  feek  my  face,  and  turn  from  th«r  ' 
wicked  ways,  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven,  aod  will 
forgive  their  fm,  and  will  heal  their  land."  Wherefore, 
as  long  as  God  is  pleafed  to  preferve  a  praying  vemnast 
in  the  land,  however  deadly  our  difeafcs  be,  there  is  hope 
in  Ifrael  concerning  it ;  feeing  there  is  ftill  good  bakA 
in  the  land.    May  poor  Scotland  never  be  without  it  • 

The  Fifth  head.  I  propoftd,  in  the  next  place,  to 
enquire  into  the  phyfician's  method  of  applying  cls^ 
baJm,  and  performing  the  cure  of  the  difeafed. 

I.  Our  ble6ed  Phyfician  firft  makes  tinners  fick  b^ 
fore  he  makes  us  whole  -,  that  is^  he  makes  finners  fc^ 
fible  of  their  diff  aft,  by  convincing  them  of  fin  and  rt^^ 
fcry,  and  humbling  them  under  the  view  of  it,  that  ^^  - 
they  may  prize  Chrift  and  his  healing  balm ;  fuch  ^^^ 
faid  to  Le  fitk,  Mt.  ix.  12.  Now  this  preparatory  fick* 
nefs  hath  fcvera)  tliii  gs  in  it ;  as, 

1.  A  difcovery  of  the  dangerous  nature  of  our  Ji^ 
cafe,  iin.,  that  it  is  the  root  ot  all  the  other  plagues  ai^^ 
miferies  \iriich  we  conspUin  of;  that  it  draws  dovi^^ 
the  VI  r<tth  and  curfe  oi  God  upon  us,  and  puts  us  in  ^ 
date  oi  danuiarion. 

2.  A  lol'citou&  care  and  thoughtfulnefs  about  o^^ 
difeale,  av  being  of  a  deii<ily  nature ;  which  makes  ^^^ 
reltlels  and  inquifitivv:  about  it,  like  the  Jailor,  to  f»^^ 
i'  What  ihall  we  do  to  be  favcd  ?''  What  Iball  we  c*^ 
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be  healed  ?  To  get  our  fins  pardoned,  and  our  na- 
res  changed?  Is  there* any  balm  or  phyfician  for  us  ? 
3«  There  is  in  it  a  dlfTatisfaflion  with  ail  earthly 
mfortS  and  enjoyments,  as  helplefs  things  to  us  under 
r  difeafe.  The  Tick  man  can  t  Ae  no  plc;ifure  in  eat* 
;  and  drinking,  flteping)  or  any  worldly  thing,  while 
difeafe  continues ;  bring  gold,  filver,  honours,  plea- 
es»  or  friends  to  him,  he  cinfwers,  like  Ham-m,  '*  All 
fe  things  avail  me  nothing,^'  while  K  want  Chriil*s 
iling  balm  to  my  foul^  which  is  every  hour  in  hazard 
the  fecond  death. 

\%  The  Gck  man  groans  under  the*  burden  of  his  dif* 
?,  he  hath  grief  and  for  row  of  heart  for  fin,  like  the 
Jinift,  Pfal  xxxviii.  6,  18.  *'  I  go  mourning  all  the 
r  long,  I  will  be  furry  for  my  fin"  Why  ?  it  is  a 
lifeafe  of  my  own  bringing  on,  I  have  given  the 
unds  to  myfelf,  and  made  my  foul  loathfome  to  God. 
Mrhat  a  fool  and  bead  have  i  been  ! 
;•  The  Gck  man  is  brought  to  defpair  o(  alt  healing 
1  cure  in  his  own  doings  or  contrivances:  All  his 
n)cr  refuges  and  confidences  are  da(hcd  in  pieceSf 

I  be  joins  with  penitent  Ifrael,  Hof.  xiv.  3.  "  Afliur 
ill  not  fave  us^  we  will  not  ride  upon  horfcs,  neithi;^ 

II  we  fay  any  more  to  the  work  of  our  hands,  ye  are 
r  gods ;"  We  will  not  any  more  make  balm  of  our 
lyers,  of  our  tears,  or  refolutions,  we  muft  fock  it 
»m  anotlier  quarter. 

6.  The  fick  man  fees  his  abfolute  need  of  a  phyfi- 
n,  and  of  one  that  is  ikilful,  and  hath  balm  of  iuS- 
c  virtue,  even  of  Chrill,  who  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
moft,  and  can  cure  the  deeptlt  and  deadlicfl  wounds, 
is  he.  and  he  only  (faith  he)  who  hath  an  infinite 
Intfs  of  merit  and  fpirit  that  can  fuit  my  defpcratc 
dady.  None  but  the  eternal  Son  of  God  can  be  my 
yfician :  "  O  that  1  knew  where  to  find  him  !" 

7,  The  difeafcd  man  is  brought  to  a  willingntfs  to 
3mit  to  the  phyfician's  method  and  preicriptions,  and 
fay  with  Paul,.  Ads  ix-  6.  "  Ijord,  what  wilt  thou 
?e  me  to  do  ?"  Let  him  cut  me,  lance  me,  blood  me, 
rge  me.  Let  him  put  me  to  what  pain  he  pleafeth, 
hioi  lay  nac  never  fo  low,  I'll  fubmit.    Let  him  prc- 

fcribed 
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fcribe  a  potion  never  fo  bitter,  Til  drink  it.  Let  Chrift 
do  with  me  what  he  will,  if  ne  cure  my  difeafe,  all  is 
we!I.  I  will  not  haggle  with  him  for  a  ri^ht  eye,  or  a 
right  hand,  or  any  darling  (in,  or  any  thing  dear  to. 
me  in  the  world ;  no,  every  thing  fliall  be  parted  with, 
at  his  command.  Thus  the  Gnner,  by  the  great  Phy- 
iician's  power  and  (kill,  is  made  Cck  and  fenfible,  hum- 
ble and  willing,  in  order  to  prepare  luaifor  the  healing 
balm. 

II.  Another  ftep  which  the  Phyficlan  takes  to  cure 
the  difeafed  man  :  He  by  his  Spirit  works  faith  in  hia. 
foul ;  that  is,  he  powerfully  perftiades  and  enables  him 
to  embrace  Chrift  as  his  Sayiour,  and  apply  the  balm 
of  his  blood  and  merits  unto  his  wounds,  for  removing 
^uilt,  pardoning  fin,  and  reconciling  God  to  his  foiiL 
Now,  when  this  is  done,  the  danger  of  death  is  every 
John  V.  24.  **  He  that  believeth  (hall  not  come  into 
condemnation,  but  is  pailed  from  death  to  life.''  Faith 
is  a  healing  grace,  for  it  is  the  inftrument  which  applies 
the  healing  balm  of  Chriffs  blood  to  the  difeafed  loul. 
Cvery  touch  of  faith^s  hand  brings  healing,  nay,  every 
one  of  its  looks  are  healing,  Ifa#  xlv.  22.  "  Look  un^ 
to  me,  and  be  faved."  Thus  a  look  of  a  ftung  Ifiraeic 
ite  brought  heating  to  his  wound.  So  Peter's  look  to 
Chrift  healed  him  of  apoftacy.  Henee  Chrift  faid  to. 
fcveral  difeafed  perfons,  "  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee 
whole."  So  here,  when  once  faith  applies  Chrift's  blood, 
the  guilt  of  fm  is  cured,  its  reigning  power  fubdued,  and. 
the  ftrength  of  the  difeafe  is  broken,  it  will  not  prove 
mortal.  *  ., 

^lejl*  How  fliall  I  know  whether  I  have  got  this 
healing  faith,  faith  which  hath  made  me  whole  ? 

An[.  See  whether  it  hath  the  evidence  of  a  healing 
faith  ?  I .  iiath  thy  faith  brought  thee  to  a  peremptory 
refolution  to  ly  at  the  Phyfician's  door,  and  look  tp . 
him  alone  for  healing,  faying,  If  I  die,  it  (hall  be  at 
Chrift's  door,  for  there  is  no  other  name  givcH  under 
heaven,  nor  among  men,  whereby  I  can  be  healed*  . 
2.  Hath  thy  faith  made  thee  fall  heartily  in  with  the 
gofpel- method  of  healing,  and  to  approve  it  as  a  beau- 
tiful contrivance,  aad  fay,  "  God's  covenant  of  grace 

is 
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is  veil  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fuirable  to  all  my  ma- 
ladies ;  Chrift  the  Mediator  of  it  Is  a  noble  PhyGcian, 
and  complete  SAviour,  and  therefore  I  chufe  him  in  all 
his  offices,  and  accept  of  all  his  prefcriptions  for  my 
difeafed  foul :  I  accept  of  his  blood  to  w;i(h  me,  his 
righteoufnefs  to  cover  me,  his  Spirit  to  fan£lifyme,  his 
word  to  direfl  me,  and  his  laws  to  govern  me*"  3* 
See  whether  thy  faith  hath  determined  thee  to  open 
frankly  to  thy  Phyfician^  and  entertain  him  in  the  befl: 
rooms  of  thy  foul.  When  Chrift  knocked  by  his  Spi- 
ne, did  thy  faith  make  thee  willing  to  yield  and  furrexi^ 
der  all  thy  powers  and  faculties  to  him  ?  Didfl:  thou 
bring  the  keys  of  all  the  rooms  of  thy  foul  to  Chrift* 
and  particularly  of  thy  will,  faying,  *'  Lord,  come,  chufe 
where  thou  wilt  lodge,  where  thou  wilt  lie,  and  what 
thou  wilt  have,  for  all  I  have  is  devoted  to  thee,  and  at 
thv  command."  Now,  O  man,  if  thou  haft  got  fuch  a 
faith  as  thiSf  then  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole,  the 
healing  balm  is  applied,  the  cure  begun,  and  (ball  af- 
furedly  be  perfe£^ed  at  length. 

IIL  Another  ftep  of  the  fouFs  cure  Is  by  the  renew- 
ing  and  fanflifying  work  of  ths  Spirit.  AfToon  as  the 
PhyGciau  gives  faith  to  apply  the  balm,  he  takes  the 
ibul  into  his  hofpital,  places  him  among  his  patients^ 
whofe  difeafe  is  broken,  and  who  are  on  the  way  of  re- 
covery. He  takes  every  believing  foul  under  his  fpe- 
ctal  care,  he  kindly  vifits  and  attends  them,  and  carries 
•n  their  cure  by  his  Spirit*8  renewing  and  fanfliifying 
work  :  And  this  he  doth  by  degrees,  for  tlie  wounds 
which  fin  hath  given  our  natures  are  fo  deep,  that  they 
take  long  time  to  heal ;  nay,  it  will  take  ah  our  days 
before  the  cure  be  finifhed.  But  though  the  cure  be 
flow,  it  is  fure. 

^eft.  By  what  fteps  or  degrees  doth  the  Phyfician 
carry  on  the  cure  in  believers  ? 

Ans.  I .  By  his  Spirit  in  regeneration  ;  he  cures  the 
mind  of  its  blindnefs,  the  heart  of  its  hardn6f:>,  the  na* 
/irrr  of  its  perverfenefs,  the  w///  of  its  backwardnefs, 
the  memory  of  its  flipperinefs,  the  confc'ience  of  its  be- 
numbednefs^  and  the  affeElms  of  their  difordcr;  all 

this 


$S  ne  Balm  cfGilead.  Sen 

this  according  to  his  gracious  prorrjfe,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  3 
27.  "  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart,  and  give  j 
ati  heart  of  fiefh  ;  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  jt 
and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes.''  It  h  by  ] 
Spirit  within  us  that  the  cure  is  carried  on. 

?•  He  heals  his  people  by  intimating  peace  and  co] 
fort  to  their  difquieted  foulfty  and  aifunng  them  tl 
God's  anger  is  turned  away  from  them.  As  the  gra 
of  pardon  cures  the  guilt  of  fin,  fo  the  Spirit's  intim 
tion  of  it  pacifies  the  troubled  confcience,  and  brtn 
healing  to  the  bones  which  were  broken  by  (in.  T 
believer's  fore  ftill  runs  in  the  nigkt  until  this  doth  conr 
Now  when  the  Phyiician  is  pleaied  to  quiet  his  people 
minds  comfort  their  drooping  fpirits,  and  deliver  the 
from  the  apprehenfions  of  God's  wrath,  he  doth  i 
markably  advance  his  healing  work  in  them,  accordii 
to  Pfal.  XXX.  2,  3.  &c.  Pfnl.  vi.  2.  Hof.  xiv.  4. 

3.  He  carries  on  the  cure  of  his  people,  by  fan£lif 
ing  their  natures,  infufing  grace  and  holincls  into  s 
the  faculties  of  their  fouls,  and  adding  new  meafur 
and  degrees  thereof  from  time  to  time.  Incre^fc 
grace,  and  progrefs  in  fanaification,  is  a  continual  hcs 
ing  of  the  difeafe  of  fin,  accordilig  to  Mai.  iv.  2.  "  Tl 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  ttiall  anfe  with  heaiing  in  fc 
wings,  and  ye  (hall  grow  up  as  calves  in  the  VlaW 
Healing  and  growing  are  there  joined  together.  Tl 
more  we  grow  in  fanftification,  the  more  our  cure  601^ 
advance.  This  growth  indeed  is  often  infenlible  in  b 
lievers,  yea,  fometimes  they  will  be  feized  with  new  A\ 
tempers,  and  be  getting  new  wounds,  fo  that  the  wo: 
will  fcem  to  go  back  \  yet,  notwithllanding,  the  vim 
of  Gilead's  balm  will  infallibly  prevail  in  order  to  t] 
perfefting  of  the  foul's  cure. 

4.  He  carries  on  his  healing  work  by  chcriihing  wcs 
grace  in  his  people,  and  bltlliJ  g  ihe  means  of  grac 
for  ftrengthening  and  increafing  it  \  and  fo  he  mak 
good  his  gracious  promife  and  character,  i\.atth  x 
20.  **  A  bruifed  reed  ihall  he  nor  bicak,  and  fmokli 
flax  (hall  he  not  quench."  We  have  an  inftance  - 
this  in  the  cafe  ot  Thomas  :  How  tenderly  did  he  blc 
on  his  fmoking  Hax^  and  cherilh  his  weak  faith  i  Jol 

3 


Ser.  V.  Tie  Babn  of  Gilead.  57 

«  27.  ^  Then  faith  he  to  Thomas,  reach  hither  thy 
finger,  and  behold  my  hs^nds :  and  reach  hither  thy 
hand,  and  thriift  it  into  my  fide,  and  be  not  falthlcfs 
but  believing.*' 

5.  He  advances  the  cure  by  weakening^  indwelling 
fin  and  corruption,  and  removing  thofe  diilempers 
which  hirider  the  growth  of  grace  j  he  loofes  their 
bonds,  and  frees  them  from  their  fetters  and  ftraltnings 
in  duty,  and  fets  them  at  liberty  to  '*  walk  before  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living,"  and  even  to  *^  fing  in 
the  ways  of  the  Lord,  *  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  5. 

6.  He  caufcs  his  "  north  and  foutli  wind,"  with  their 
healing  infiiiences,  to  *'  blow  upon  their  gardens  and 
fpices/*  and  fo  puts  life  in  their  graces,  and  draws 
fiicm  forth  to  exercife  in  performing  of  duty.  I'hus 
he  quickens  faith  to  embrace  and  reft  on  a  crucified  Je- 
fus,  ana  kindles  love  to  entertain  him  -,  and  \it  iharpens 
the  foul's  appetite  after  its  food. 

7«  He  carries  on  the  cure  in  his  people,  by  giving 
them  new  difcoveiics  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  fulnefs  and 
fuitablcnefs  to  their  needs,  to  draw  out  their  faith  ami 
love  to  him.  This  was  orie  great  defign  in  fending 
the  Spirit  into  the  world,  John  xvi.  14.  *<  He  (hall 
glorify  (T.e,  for  he  (hall  receive  of  mine  and  (liew  it  un- 
to you.'*  Now,  how  doth  he  glorify  Chrift,  but  by 
flawing  them  his  fulnefs  and  excellency,  and  making 
them  wiUmg  to  part  with  all  things  for  Chrift  and  his 
'^ghtcoufncls,  .and  content  to  borrow  all  they  want  out 
0/  Chrift's  fulnefs,  and  to  make  Clivift  their  A;l,  in  juf^ 
^^fication,  and  in  lanftification,  and  in  glorification. 
Th«  ir,ore  the  foul  makes  ufe  of  Chrift,  and  lives  near 
:  *ini»  it  is  ftill  fo  much  the  nearer  to  perfect  health. 
[  8,  The  Spirit  carries  on  the  cure  in  his  people  by 
caufing  them  to  breathe  after  a  full  conformity  to  Chrift 
^^^  his  image,  that  their  fan£kification  may  be  complet- 
^**j  and  they  freed  of  all  complaints  of  indwelling-fin 
^4  imperfeO;  fervices.  Hence  they  are  made  to  cry 
with  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  5.  "  O  tiiat  my  ways  were  di- 
'e^d  to  keep  thy  iUtutcs  !"  And  with  Pdul,  Rom.  vii. 
?5'  **  0  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  lljall  deliver  me 
"om  the  body  of  this  death  ?"  The  ftronger  the  fouFs 
Vol.  III.  H  breathings 
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breathings  areof  this  kind,  the  nearer  It  is  to  pe 
health  and  cure. 

IV.  The  laft  and  finilhing  ftep  of  the  difcafed  i 
cure  is  at  death ;  it  is  only  then  that  the  foul  is  i 
perfeftly  whole.  Then  it  is  that  our  great  Phyficia 
his  Spirit,  pulls  up  all  the  roots  and  feeds  of  the  dii 
:md  makes  the  foul  perfe£l  in  holinefs,  and  mee 
entering  into  heaven,  where  only  a  ftatc  of  pc 
health  is  enjoyed.  It  is  in  heaven  only  that  Gn  am 
fery,  difeafes  and  complaints,  can  find  Ho  place,  ar 
pain,  forrow  and  crying,  fhall  pafs  away.  Then 
Crift's  recovered  patients  (hall  have  pcrfeft  and  i 
terrupted  health  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity. 
we  then  have  grace  to  be  always  looking  out  and  ] 
ing  for  that  happy  (late  and  healthful  place,  wber 
inhabitants  (hall  never  fay  they  are  fick,  being  all 
given  and  healed  of  their  (in  and  iniquit)  !  May 
bleflTcd  Phyfician  fit  us  for  that  place,  by  beginning, 
Tying  on,  and  completing  our  cure  from  the  difeal 
£n,  by  all  thofe  ways  and  means  of  healing  whicl 
bath  appointed,  that  to  his  name  may  be  afcribed 
ry  in  the  highed,  through  endlefs  ages.     Amen. 


SERMON    VI. 

On  Jerem.  viii.  22.    Is  there  no  balm^  &c. 

I  NOW  proceed  to  the  laft  thing  ""propofed  in 
method  I  laid  down,  viz. 

THE   APPLICATION. 

I.  This  dodJrinc  fervca  to  inform  us  of  the  ama: 
riches  of  divine  love  in  providing  a  Phyfician  for 
difeafed  fouls,  and  fuch  a  Phyficiaa  as  Jefus  Chrift 
eternal  Son  of  God !  One  that  hath  infinitely  n 
knowledge  and  (kill  than  all  the  angels  in  heaven  :  ( 
that  hath  infinite  compalTions  wrapt  up  in  human  b 
els:  One  that  hath  both  a  tender  heart  and  a  tender  h: 

PI 


ilm  cxlvii.  3.  One  that  fuflTcred  his  fide  to  he  opened 
J  his  heart  to  be  pierced,  that  his  blood  might  be- 
ne balm  for  our  wounds  Behold  an  aftoniftiing 
•e  !  a  matchlefs  Phyfician  !  Other  phyficians  are  pro- 
;al  of  their  patients  blood,  but  fparing  of  their  own ; 
t  our  glorious  phyfician  faves  his  patient's  blood,  and 
irs  out  his  ovm :  And  of  it  he  makes  an  incompara- 

balm  for  our  wounds- 
Again,  we  may  fee  what  cauife  we  have  toblefs  God 

his  diftinguiftiing  goodnefs  to  Adam^s  difeafed  fa- 
ly  iu  general,  and  to  our  difeafed  land  in  particular. 
ie  angels  that  finned  had  no  phyfician  fent  to  them, 
t  we  have  a  matchlefs  one  fent  to  us  the  fons  of  men. 
lere  are  many  opulent  nations  in  the  world  who  ne- 
•  heard  the  news  of  this  Phyfician,  and  his  healing 
m  !  but  they  are  proclaimed  in  all  corners  in  Scot- 
d!  Thefe  have  the  goldand  riches  of  the  Indies,  but 
nt  the  balm  of  Gilead,  which  is  of  infinite  more  va- 

than  all  they  have. 
II.  We  may  improve  this  doflrine  in  an  ufe  of  la* 
ntation  for  the  fick  and  diftrefled  cafe  of  our  land, 
i  multitudes  of  fouls  therein  dying  of  their  wounds, 
twithftanding  the  gofpel-ofFers  of  the  glorious  Phyfi- 
n,  and  his  excellent  balm  ,which  they  have  in  plenty, 
cd  1  to  fay  any  thing  to  inftrufi:  our  diftrefled  and 
>urnful  condition  ?  Surely,  if  the  abounding  of  infi- 
ity  and  immorality,  excefs  and  extravagance,  error 
d  fchifm,  divifions  and  breaches,  jealoufies  and  ani- 
>fities,  complaints  and  grievances;  if  divided  minds 
d  disjointed  hearts  ;  if  reelings  and  ftaggerings,  if  al- 

againft  altar,  if  doftriue  againft  dodttine,  if  worfliip 
ainft  worQiip,  if  poft  by  poll,  andthrefhold  by  threfh- 
1,— be  fymptoms  of  a  difeafed  land  and  church  that 
eds  the  balm  of  Gilead^  then  may  we  conclude  our 
fe  is  bad,  and  pur  need  great.  Ah,  now  it  is  a  fick- 
timc  with  the  land,  and  multitudes  are  fo  diftrefled, 
'cry  cornel^  is  like  an  hofpital  or  infirmary,  and  few  of 
^cm  are  cured.  How  many  arc  languiftiing  and  dying 
round  us,  of  one  difeafe  or  another,  either  of  the 
^aguc  of  unbelief,  the  ftone  of  the  heart,  the  giddinefs 
f  the  head,  the  gangienc  of  error,  the  tailing  ficknefs 
H  2  of 
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of  apoftacy,  the  palfy  of  imfteadinefs,  thelethargy  of  s 
curiry»  the  tympany  of  pride,  the  frenzy  of  paffion^t 
cancer  of  envy,  the  Icprofy  of  vice,  the  dropfy  of  drun 
ennefs,  the  fever  of  luft,  the  running  ulcer  of  outbrea 
ings,  inward  decays,  confumption  of  fpiritua]  ftrengt 
or  fome  other  fpiritual  diftemper !  Ah,  our  difeafies  « 
pad  reckoning-  What  numbers  about  us  are  feized  wi 
feeblenefs  of  knees,  and  weaknefs  of  hands,  fo  thattk 
can  neitlier  bow  down  the  one  nor  lift  up  the  other 
prayer  to  their  Maker,  and  yet  never  are  fendble 
their  miicry,  nor  enquire  for  the  balm  of  Gilead,  or  t 
Phyfician  there. 

We  may  take  up  a  lamentation  over  the  (ick  andd 
ing  among  us,  as  the  prophet  did  over  the  Jews,  in  t 
verfes  following  my  text,  Jer.  ix.  i.  "  O  that  my  he 
were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  tha 
might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  flain  of  the  daught< 
of  my  people."  Oh  !  what  Daughter  doth  the  pls^ 
of  fin  make  in  houfes  and  families  both  in  city  a 
country  !  There  is  reafon  for  a  greater  cry  among  i 
than  that  in  Egypt,  when  their  lirft  born  were  flaL 
Of  which  it  is  faid,  £xod.  xii.  30.  *'  And  there  was 
great  cry  in  Egypt,  for  there  was  not  a  houfe  wh< 
there  was  not  one  dead."  But  ah  !  Our  cafe  is  wor 
for  we  have  many  houfes  where  there  is  not  one  ali*' 
but  all  dead  fpiritually,  and  ready  to  die  eternally.  TJ 
alas  !  is  the  cafe  of  this  poor  land,  notwithftandxng  t 
fovereign  balm  that  abounds  in  it. 

j^f/j//.  Whence  is  it  that  fo  few  are  healed,  when  t 
balm  and  Phyfician  are  fo  near  ? 

Afis*  The  caufe  is  furely  in  us  :  For,  i.  Many  3 
not  fenfible  of  their  dile^fes,  nor  fv,el  their  wound 
They  want  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life,  and  have  no  fer 
of  pain  \  and  hence  thty  complain  of  their  inwa 
plc»gues  or  ill  hearts.  The  dead  have  no  feeling, 
cure,  no  fear.  And  therefore  many  ignorant  peoj 
fa},  they  have  good  hearts  to  God,  and  do  thank  G 
for  it.  Alas  !  the  mod  part  are  dead,  lee  no  need 
this  ualm,  and  will  not  apply  it. 

2.  Many  are. in  love  wirh  their  difeafe,  more  th 
with  the  Phyficiaa.     They  may  perhaps  (peak  agaii 
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£n,  and  even  pray  3gainft  it,  but  in  their  hearts  they 
defirc  not  that  God  fhould  hear  them.  God  may  fay 
10  rfiem  as  in  Pfal  lii.  3  "  Thou  loveft  evil  more  than 
good.*^     And  how  can  fuch  expi^cb  to  be  healed  ? 

3.  Many  ne^lcA  the  feafon  of  healinj;^  and  do  not 
feek  af(cr  the  Phyfician  and  his  balm  in  due  time.  They 
flight  Chriit  and  his  gofpcl-  offers,  in  the  days  of  youth 
ind  healthy  and  nevtr  begin  to  enquire  for  him  till  it 
be  too  late. 

4.  Many  will  not  truft  Chrift  wholly  for  healing,  but 
hare  a  fquint  eye  to  other  phyficiins,  as  to  their  duties, 
prayers,  tears,  &c.  But,  my  friends,  eithe:  Chriilmull 
hare  the  fole  honour  of  your  cure,  or  he  will  not  be 
your  Phyfician, 

5.  Many  will  not  fubmit  to  Chrift's  prefcrlption  for 
healing ;  they  will  not  take  the  bitter  potion  of  fcif- 
fcarching,  or  repentance,  or  contrition,  or  godly-for- 

[  wwr  J  nor  fwallow  the  pill  of  mortification,  or  felf  de- 
nial :  and  therefore  they  remain  unhealed.  O  that  we 
<^uJd  lament  over  them,  and  bewail  their  cafe  before 
Ac  tK)rd. 

111.  A  3d  ufc  of  this  do£lrine  miy  be  of  confolation : 

Aft'^  furely  the  news  it  brings  of  the  incomparable  balm 

^Gilead,  and  the  phyfician  there,  may  affjrd  comfort 

to  the  (itk  church  and  land  wherein  we  dwell,  howe- 

^^  diltreffcd  her  cafe  be.     Though  it  is  our  duty  to 

'^^'^iiil  it,  yet  we  are  not  to  mourn  as  thofe  who  have 

^0    hope.      I  let  wounds    indeed    are   deep,  and   her 

breaches  wide,  yet  her  cafe  is  not  defperate  vihile  there 

*s  balm  in  Gilead,  and  a  phyfician   tliere.      Surely  the 

^•*'«Ti  hath  not  loll  its  virtue,  nor  the  Phyfician  his  com- 

P^^Iion  tow.irds  us  ;    nay,   we  ftill   have  pregnant  in- 

ft^nces  of  liis  mercy  and  pity,  amidlt  the  wrath- like  dii- 

P^^^fations  towards  Scotland,  which  are  figns  that  our 

goo^  Samaritan  hath  not  pafled  by  us  on  the  otiier  fide, 

hk^  the  Levirc,  but  keeps  in  the  way  where  we  are,  and 

j^^Ws  with  pity  on  our  woutids,  willing  to  apply  his 

"^^  Hn  to  them.     Yea,  his  bowels  do  ftdl  yearn    to  us, 

?®  ^f  old  to  liphraim,  and  make  him  fay,  '*  How  (hall 

*  Sivc  thee  up,  O  Scotland  ?  How  ihal  I  deliver  thee  r 

Mv 
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My  heart  is  turned  within  me,  my  repentings  are  kind* 
led  together." 

OhjeH.  Seeing  it  is  notorious  that  the  Phyflcian  hath 
given  up  many  fan^ous  church.eS)  when  their  difeafes 
were  defperate  ;  what  ground  have  we  under  fuch  dan- 
gerous fymptoms  to  expc£t  he  will  picy  US|  and  apply 
his  balm  for  our  recovery  ? 

jinf.  We  have  (till  feveral  grounds  of  hope  ;  fuch  as, 

1.  Seeing  the  Lord  hath  begun  to  pour  out  liis  vials 
upon  Antichrift,  we  may  conclude  he  will  not  ceafe 
till  they  be  all  poured  out ;  nnd  feeing  thereby  Anti* 
chrift  hath  been  in  a  de;;dly  confumption  ihefe  aod 
years  pad,  he  mud  furely  expire  at  length.  And  thoi 
fometimes  he  may  feem  to  recover  a  little,  yet  the  Lord 
afTures  lis,  that  he  will  at  length  "  confuroe  him  with: 
the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  deftroy  him  with  th^ 
brightnefs  of  his  coming."  2  ThtfT  ii.  8.  By  whid 
he  means  his  coming  in  the  brightnefs  of  gofpel-lightJ 
attended  with  the,  down  pouring  of  his  Spirit.  Now^ 
when  we  hear  of  the  Lord's  caufing  his  gofpel  fun-fhin^ 
to  arife  and  fpread  in  any  place,  with  the  out  pourin 
of  his  blelTed  Spirit,  for  convincing  and  converting  c 
fouls,  the  Lord  encourages  us  to  lock  out  for  the  conr 
ing  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  dovvnfal  of  Aritichrift. 

a.  We  have  encouragement  to  hope  from  that  pn 
phecy  in  Rev.  xvii.   i6.    which  forctels  that  the  tr 
horns  or  kingdoms  which  formerly  fupported  Ar 
chrift,  fliall  be  inftrumcnts  of  his  dclirudion  :  it  is  fs 
•*  They  (hall  hate  the  whore,  and  make  her  defolaf 
Now,  the  Lord  hath  made  Britain  one  of  thofe  ten  k' 
doms  that  hate  her,  and  therefore  he  will  ilill  pref 
(as  formerly  he  hath  done  in  tl-e  moll  perilous  ti: 
a  goodly  remnant  that  (hall   be  the  prevailing 
there,  to  acccmplifn  th^.t  grand  defign    And  feeii 
Lord  is  raifed  up  cut  cf  his  holy  habit  ition,   ^nd 
already  begun  tl-c  work,  he   will  furely  carry 
finlfli  it  at  laft,  however  it  be  interrupted,  and 
.   apptar  unlikely  for  a  time. 

3.  We  may  draw  hope  from  the  fecond  pfal 
other  fcripturc- texts,  in  which  God  thu  l\itlicr 
cth  to  "  give  hio  Son  the  uttcrmoft  parts  of  tl 


Ser.  VI.  The  Balm  ofGilcad.  63 

for  a  poflcflion,  and  that  the  ifles  fliall  fee  his  faIvatlon» 
and  wajt  for  his  law,"  which  pla^^s  do  tike  in  Scot- 
hndj  a  nation^  (though  remote  and  defpifed)  to  which 
the  Lord  hath  (hewed  a  diiUnguKhlng  refpcfl,  by  fenci- 
ing  the  gofpel  early  to  it,  advanciiii^  reforniatlon  to  a 
gicat  pitch  in  it,  pouring  out  his  Spirit  remarkably  oa 
it,  taking  it  folcmnly  into  covenant  w.tli  himfclf,  appear- 
ing often  for  the  intercd  of  reli)^ion,  wlicn  alinolt  funk 
in  it,  and  raifing  up  deliverers  fr.T  it  when  opprcfled  by 
enemies.  Now,  tl^efe  fignal  proofs  of  our  Redeemer's 
kindnefs,  gives  us  ground  to  hope  he  will  not  give  up 
the  land  that  from  eternity  was  given  him  by  his  glori- 
ous Father,  and  that  in  time  was  fo  folcmnly  furrend- 
crcd  to  him  by  our  fathers,  who  are  now  at  their  reft. 

4.  There  is  a  mourning  and  praying  remnant  in  the 
laDd,  who  are  greatly  affected  with  the  want  of  God's 
Spirit  and  prefence  in  ordinances,  who  defire  to  lament 
after  the  Lord,  and  to  figh  and  cry  for  all  the  abomi- 
nations found  among  us.  And  though  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  be  gone  up  from  the  cherub,  yet  it  feems  ftill 
to  hover  and  ftand  over  the  threQiokl  ot  the  door,  and 
many  are  pleading  and  protefting  ag.iind  his  depar- 
tare  :  And  God  hath  a  regard  to  the  prayer;  and  tears 
of  a  faithful  remnant,  Pfal.  xii.  5-  Pf.il.  cii.  13,  14. 

5.  It  is  a  hopeful  token  for  the  land,  when  t:)ere  is 
aftir  and  noife  among  the  dry  bones  of  the  young  ge- 
neration, when  thefe  are  awakened,  and  brought  unaer 
conviflions,  and  pcifuadcd  to  turn  from  th.'ir  old  cuf- 
tomsand  companions,  and  to  lock  towards  Chrilb  and 
heaven.  Blefled  be  Cod  for  what  is  to  be  f*en  of  this 
in  fomc  places  :  O  that  it  were  general,  and  over  all  ! 
This  would  be  a  pledge  of  God's  continuing  his  a- 
bodc  with  us ;  fcr  he  will  not  forfakc  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  nor  abandon  the  pledges  of  his  grace. 
Wherefore,  let  us  earneftly  willi  and  pray  to  fee  more 
of  the  Spirit's  work  among  the  young  in  our  day. 

6.  Many  of  God's  worthies,  who  arc  now  in  glory, 
have  gone  off  the  llage  in  the  belief  and  perfuifion, 
that  God  would  yet  arife  and  have  mercy  on  his  Zion 
in  tliis  land  \  that  he  would  fignally  build  her  up,  and 
appear  in  his  glory  \  yea,  that  there  would  be  more  glo- 
rious 
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rnus  gofpcl  days  fe.'ii  in  •/t-.irla.T.i,  thm  they  or  their 
futhc:rs  had  beheld  ;  and  we?  are  tr.icoaraged  to  hope 
tlut  Go.i  will  not  let  the  wurd&  of  his  dyin;;  faints  fill 
to  the  jjround. 

7.     The  accounts  we  have  lately  got  of  the  cfFutions 
of  God's  SpirTt,  and 'the  difplays  of  fovereii^n  grace  in 
in  the  corVcrfion  of  fouls,  throajh  the  Ef">g'ilh  planta- 
tio'.s  in  America,  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  girc  U8 
ground  to  hope  that  G  jd  is  al>out  to  accompUfh  his  pro^ 
niifcs  to  liis  <-hurrh  in  the  latter  days,   when  the  earth 
fl-iAll  he  Sllfd  M«  ith  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord.     NoW| 
if  the  King  of  Zion  hath  already  begun  his  circuit,  as 
if  he  defi;zned  to  ride  in  triumph  through  his  churcheSf 
can  \ve  think  he  will  pifs  by  Scotlind,  where  he  hath 
a  waiting  anil  wrellling  remnant,  looking  out,  and  rea- 
dy to  Hop  him  wiih  their  cry,  and  even  to  caft  forth  a 
flood  of  tears  in  his  way  ?    O  !    will  not  ancient  kind* 
nefs  then  revive,  and  his  heart  warm  to  his  covenant- 
ed land,  where  his  dwelling  hath  bt:en,  and  his  goings 
feen  in  the  times  of  old  !    O  !  may  not  poor  Scotland 
alfo  plead  for  a  vilit,  according  tj  the  multitude  of  hift 
tender  mtrcies  ?    Indeed,  the  divifions  of  Reuben,  and  . 
cur  long  degeneracy,  may  occafion  great  thoughts  and 
fearchiiigs  of  heart  about  our  cafe  :    yet  the  foregoing 
confiderations  may  encourage  us  to  wait  and  pray  !« 
hope,  however  dark  and  cloudy  the  day  be,  efpeciallf 
feeing  our  bleflcd  Phyfician  hath  not  taken  away  his 
heating  balm  from  us,  but  doth  (till  prefervc  it  pure  i^ 
the  lan:i. 

^eji.  Seting  there  is  balm  in  the  land,  and  tJ*^ 
Phylician  wiiling  to  apply  it,  why  is  not  the  heahh  ^'f 
the  daughter  of  my  p  ople  recovered  ?  How  is  it  ih^t 
Scotland's  wnunds  are  fo  long  a  healing  ? 

Anf,  I.  God  in  his  wildom  may  order  it  fo,  th^^ 
our  wounds  m.iy  be  more  laid  open,  and  the  corru£>^ 
tioijs  thereof  beiter  difcovered,  for  our  deeper  humili^' 
tion.  ho  God  kept  Ifrael  wandering  "  forty  years  i^ 
the  wilderticfs,  to  liumblc  ihem  and  prove  them,  and  ^^ 
know  what  was  in  their  licart  :'*  Dcut.  viii.  2.  Tl*^ 
continuance  of  wounds  and  grievances  is  needful  ft>^ 
the  trial  aud  difcovcry  of  many  j  for  thereby  fuch  wb^ 


i  under  covert  are  made  known,  and  the  corrupt 
iguifhed  from  the  fincere  :  the  falfenefs  and  rot- 
eft  of  many  had  not  been  made  evident,  if  ^wounds 
not  been  fo  long  kept  open,  and  grievances  con- 

.^  The.  cure  may  be  poftponed  to  take  our  hearts 
lly  off  from  the  creatures,  aoid  to  convince  us  o£ 
nfuffidency  of  all  other  phyfidans  befide  the  Phy- 
1  in  Ifrael*  We  do  not  naturally  come  to  God^ 
1  we  fee  there  is  help  for  ua  no  whete  elfe :  while 
I  is  any  view  of  relief  from  creatureS|  we  go  firft 
em ;  fo  we  find,  when  *^  Ephraim  faw  his  fickneis^ 
Judah  his  wound,"  the  firft  phyfician  they  fought 
xrere  the  AiTyrians,  arid  king  Jarib,  who  could  not 
them,  Hof  v.  13.  Upon  which  account  we  fee 
udgment  is  hot  only  continued,  but  increafed ;  for 
Lord  faith  in  the  following  veries,  that  he  *^  will 
tear,  but  go  away^  from  them ;  and  his  defign 
ein  is  to  make  them  turn  to  himfeif  as  theit  only 
Bdan,  which  at  length  they  are  brought  to,  foi^ 
.  vi.  I.  They  fay,  "  Come,  and  let  us  return  to 
Lord :  for  he  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us,  h6 
I  fmitten,  and  he  will  bind  us  up/'  It  would  be  a. 
;>y  effe£t,  if  our  difappointments  from  the  creatures 
dd  humble  tis  for  our  fin  and  folly,  and  bring  us 
dl  things,  to  look  to  God  himfeif  only  for  healing. 
IL  Difeafes  continue  unhealed,  when  the  caufes 
:eof  are  fecrct  and  undifcovercd.  We  fee  Ifrael 
tinned  in  a  diftreffed  cafe,  as  lOng  as  Achan's  ac- 
ed  thing  lay  hid  in  his  tent.  All  the  humiliation 
prayers  of  Jofhua  and  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  Jo(h.  vii. 
Id  not  heal  them,  till  the  accurfed  thing  was  laid 
a  and  difcovered.  And  this  iliould  put  us  on  to 
and  fearch  more  narrowly,  if  there  be  not  fome  fe- 
:  fin  of  this  land  undifcovered,  fome  Achan  in  the 
ip,  fome  Jonah  hid  under  deck,  which  makes  the 
to  work,  and  grow  more  tempeftuous ;  fo  that,  let 
riners  row  as  they  will,  there  is  nb  getting  into  the 
hour  of  peace*  Surely  fome  accurfed  thing  is  over- 
ked  by  us,  fuch  as  our  old  covenant- breaking,  per- 
ation,.bloodihed,  our  contempt  of  the  X;ord  Jefu^^ 
Vol.  IIL  I  our 
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our  giving  the  world  his  room,  &c.  May  thefe  U 
evils  be  difcovered  ;  vhich  contmue  our  ftorm^  snd|Mw 
|)etuate  our  tiifeafes*  fe  that  there  is  no  heaiing  fer  ai« 

IV.  Our  wounds  are  {o  long  a  healing,  hramft  we 
do  not  fubmit  to  the  Phyfician's  dire£lion8 ;  we  will 
not  'abftaln  from  things  which  inflame  ouh'  woAtodi, 
fudi  a6  the  invading  of  the  rights  of  Orritl  aird  U 
chtfrch ;  ncit  humbk  otirfelves  for  old  and  fate  6m  \ 
we  vrtll  not  fmt  honour  upon  free  grace,  nor  make  fit 
iS  the  biihn  of  our  Phyfician's  blood  :  we  decline  lo  fct 
about  extraordinary  fading,  buraiKattion,  8ndprayer,«lid 
fay,  Vhat  a  wearinefs  is  it  ?  We  do  not  cry  iand-wiieftk 
fer  the  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit,  that  only  oln  a^ 
ply  the  l)alffiy  and  hfeal  oar  land,  hut  lobk  to  other  oie* 
dicines.  Many,  aliEis  !  though  they  romplsun  ^  dieir 
difeafe,  are  not  wilKog  to  part  witn  it»  but  hart  a  Ib- 
cret  liUiig  to  it.  Were  we  once  brought  to  fee  vte 
difeafe,  to  value  e<&r  Phyfician,  to  be  whoHy  vefigacd 
to  his  will,  and  to  fay  witli  Paul,  ^  Lord,  "MMwaiA 
thou  have  us  to  do  ?"  there  would  be  hope  tn  ifiid 
iX)ncemkig  us- 

IV.  A^fir^£  uieof  this  do£hine  maybe  cf  eaca- 
fliinad^Mi.  And  I  would  eidiort  every  one  to  tiy  if  Mcy 
have  yet  come  to  Chrift,  and  got  his  healing  bahn  ap- 
plied to  them.  For  though  believers  are  not  petfeAly 
cured  in  this  life,  yet  when  they  cotne  to  Chrift  by  faiA, 
they  (hare  of  the  healing  virtue  of  his  blood,  and  are 
put  in  the  way  of  healing :  The  force  of  their  diforfs 
is  broken,  and  the  Spirit  takes  them  under  cmre.  Exa- 
mine yourfelves,  then,  if  the  healing  work  be  begun  in 
you.  1  ofi^r  you  fome  mafrkd  of  it,  fee  if  you  can  ap- 
ply them  to  yourfelves* 

1  •  Were  you  ever  brought  the  length  to  have  foch  a 
fenfe  of  your  fores,  and  fuch  a  feeling  of  your  wounds, 
as  to  be  content  to  give  all  the  world  for  tlie  balm  of 
Gilead  to  them  ?  Such  a  lively  feieling,  where  it  is^  \%  a 
hopeful  token ;  whereas  thofe  who  are  ftill  eafy  about 
(in,  never  faw  it  (b  as  to  hate  it,  or  make  ferious  en« 
quiry  for  the  Phyflctan,  their  wound  is  unhealed. 

a.  Is  your  drought  abated,  I  mean,  your  thirft  after 
fin  and  the  world  \  are  you  now  out  of  love  with  tbem  > 

this 
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this  faiths  the  ftrength  of  your  difeafe  is  broken.  But 
If  you  be  ftlU  in  love  witb  the  world,  ox  7ifi'%  predomi- 
nant Bn>  or  go  in  Gn  without  remorfe,  your  diCbafe 
continues^ 

3.  Have  you  a  better  appetite  for  your  food  than 
formerly  -  do  you  relifli  the  ordinances  and  means  of 
comn^union  with  God  more  than  before  ?  it  ia  a  ^ood 
fign.  But  if  you  have  no  liking  to  thefcj^  your  dillem- 
per  remaina* 

4.  H^ve  you  f^ot  a  high  cfteem  of  your  PhyGcian, 
and  a  heart  affedion  to  him  :  it  is  a  good  tQken  :  for 
it  isL  natural  for  people  to  efteem  a.r\d  tpve  thofe  who 
have  ^ured  their  di{eafes,  and  f^ved  theii;  liyeg }  fo  wa3 
it  with  the  bhnd  man,  John  U^  that;  was,  cure4  by  Chrift : 
he  had  a  great  efteem  of  him,  a^d  all  the  reproaches 
caft  upon  him  by  1;ms  enemies,  could  by  no  means,  alter 
kia  tfiQugbts  of  him. 

5*  It  tt  a  g;oQd  figp  if  ypu  nuke  yoyr  PhyGcian  Kind- 
.  Iff  welcome  to  your  heart  wd  houfe ;  if  you  give,  (linpi 
the  heft  ei^tertainment  you  have,  and,guar^  ag;ainft  eyck 
TV  tlung  that  would  ofltnd  him.  But  t;iiofe  who  (hut 
theiT  doors  againft  the  Fhyficiaa,.and  refufe  ^cgefe  to 
|i)r^ciou8  Ghrift,  they  ar^  (till  u,nder  theuc  dlifeafe. 

6.  Caa  you  abide  the  light  bettev  than  before  ?  Are 
TOU  brought  the  length  to  love  fearchinj;  fermons,  %nd 
Oiofe  mioifter^  that  would  fearch  to  tl^  bottom  of  ^our 
wound9».  in  order  to  a  more  thorough  cure  ?  Are  yo.u 
mo\t  de^rous  thap  ever  to  have  fin  difcovered  ?  Then 
it  is  a  good  flgix*  But  if  you  fhun  tl^^e  lightj^  an4  dp* 
fire,  like  fick  perfons,  to  have  the  curtains  drawn  upon 

Iou ;  or  if  you  love  thofe  prophets  beft  who  would 
eal  your  wounds  flightly,  and  only  fkin  them  over  to 
you,  faying,  **  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace  ;" 
as  thofe  in  Jer.  vi.  14.  then  your  difeafe  ftill  remains. 

7.  Do  you  now  fee  more  and  more  of  the  vanity,  of 
all  other  opedicines  beGdes  the  balm  of  Gilead  i  If  you 
now  fee  the  utter  infufficiency  of  the  balm  of  your 
convictions,  refqlutions,  prayers,  tears,  reformations, 
duties,  &c.  to  heal  your  wounds,  it  is  a  good  token ; 
but  if  you  are  ftill  trufting  to  any  of  thefe,  you  remain 
unhealed. 

I  %  8.  Haya 
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8.  Have  you  attained  to  the  frame  of  the  thankful 
leper,  who,  when  he  was  healed,  turned  back,  fell  down 
at  Chrift^s  feet,  glorified  God,  and  gave  him  thanks  ? 
as  in  Luke  xrii.  15,  16.  Have  you  got  humble  and 
thankful  hearts  ?  Do  you  defire  with  the  Pfalmift  to 
blefs  the  Lord  with  your  fouls,  and  all  that  is  within  jon 
to  blefs  his  holy  name,  for  healing  your  wounds  and 
difeafes  :  as  in  Pfal.  ciii.  1.3.  then  it  is  a  good  fign, 

9.  Are  you  more  able  for  labour  and  fervice  than 
formerly  ?  De  you  find  more  ftrength  and  willrngjieft 
to  run  on  God's  errands,  fight  his  battles,  and  petfona 
commanded  duties  ?  It  is  a  fign  of  recovery  :  for  we 
fee  what  is  foretold  concerning  the  happy  effeds  of  tUs 
balm  of  Gilead  in  gofpel  times,  Ifa.  xxxiv.  5,  6*  *'  Then 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  (hall  be  opened,  and  the  lame  man 
ihall  leap  as  an  hart.^ 

10.  Have  you  a  holy  jealoufy  and  fear  of  every  tIuo| 
that  might  entangle  you  or  draw  you  into  fin  ?  That 
is  furtly  a  good  fign.  We  fee  what  Chrift  faid  to  the 
impotent  man  wlK>m  he  had  healed,  John  v.  14.  <*  Be- 
hold thou  ^T%  made  whole,  fin  no  more."  As  it  is  the 
duty,  fo  it  will  be  the  inclination  of  every  healed  fod 
to  guard  againft  wounding  itfelf  any  more.  It  will  be 
the  earneft  defire  of  that  foul  that  it  may  not  go  back  to 
the  houfe  of  Jonathan,  and  its  former  diftrefled  ^condi- 
tion again.  Now,  if  you  can  apply  one  or  more  of  tbefe 
marks  to  yourfelv(;s,  then  you  may  conclude  that  Chrift 
hath  taken  you  under  cure :  his  balm  is  applied  to  you^ 
and  the  work  of  healing  is  begun.  May  we  all  feel  this 
^1  ourfelvesi  for  Jefus  Chrift's  fake.    Amen. 
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Exhortation  to  come  to  Chrift  for  Healings 
SERMON    VIL 

On  Jerem.  viii.  %!•  Is  there  no  bairn  in  Giiead?  See. 

V,  T  TAVING  improved  the  doctrine  in  feveral  u- 
JLX  ^^»  ^  proceed  to  a  5/A  ufe^  namely  of  ex- 
hortation. And  here,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  ex- 
hort and  befeech  all  poor  difeafed  fouls  to  come  to  the 
blefled  PhyGcian  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  excellent  balcn 
for  healing  all  their  wounds  and  difeafes,  be  they  never 
fo  defperate.  O  Tick  fouls,  why  are  you  fo  unwilling 
to  come  and.  be  healed  ?  If  your  bodies  be  Bck,  and  a 
famous  phy(kian  near,  there  is  no  fmall  ftir  in  riding 
and  travelling  to  him  for  help.  But  though  your  foul 
be  deadly  Gck,  and  in  immediate  hazard  of  eternal  death, 
and  the  great  Healer  juft  at  hand  ^  how  little  motion  is 
there  amongft  you  towards  him  !  How  amazing  is  the 
fiupidity  of  the  world,  which  is  no  better  than  a  com- 
mon hofpital  I  Though  every  man  in  it  he  like  the  roan 
that  fell  among  thieves,  Luke  x.  37.  robbed,  and  dead- 
ly wounded  ;  yet  very  few  are  groaning  for  this  good 
Samaritan  to  come  and  bind  up  theii  wounds.  How 
defirable  would  it  be  to  fee  difeafed  (inners  come  flock- 
ing to  Chrift  with  their  foul  maladies,  like  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Genezareth  with  their  bodily  ailments,  when 
Chrift  landed  among  them,  Mark  vi.  55,  56.  there  it  ia 
fiud,  "  They  ran  through  that  whole  region  round  a- 
boutf  and  began  to  carry  about  in  beds  thofe  that  were 
fick,  where  they  heard  he  was.  And  whithcrfocver  he 
entered  into  villages,  or  cities,  or  country,  they  laid  the 
fick  in  the  ftreets,  and  befo\ight  him  that  they  might 
touch  if  it  were  but  the  bqrder  of  his  garment;  and  as 
many  as  touched  him  were  made  whole.'*  Well,  did 
Chrift  refufe  liberty  to  any  of  thofe  lick  perfons  to 
touch  him  ?  No,  they  were  all  welcome,  whatever  their 

(icknefs 
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ficknefs  was,  be  it  never  fo  deadly  or  defperate.  And 
this  our  bleffed  Jefus  eaafed  to  be  recorded  here  for 
your  encouragement  to  come  to  him  with  your  foul- 
diftreiTes.  O  to  fee  fuch  a  ftir  among  you  about  your 
fouls,  as  was  among  that  people  about  their  bodies  I 
Where  elfc  can  you  go  with  them,  but  to  Jefus  Chrifti 
the  only  Fhyfician  of  fouls  ?  If  you  go  to  the  other 
phyficians,  it  will  juft  bcfal  you  as  it  did  that  poor  wo- 
man which  had  sn  iiTue  of  blood  twelve  years,  Mali  v. 
26y  27.  She  went  to  many  phyficians,  and  fpent  ail 
that  (he  hait,  and  was  nothing  better,  hut  grew  worfi)^ 
till  at  laii  (he  came  to  Chrift,  who  cured  her  fai  no* 
thing. 

In  profecnting  this  exhortation,  I  fhall  ;^ddre&  my* 
felf  to  fereral  forts  of  difeafed  fouls.  I,  The  iafenfiibl^ 
and  fecure.  IL  The  fcnfihic  and  feeling.  III.  Tboff 
who  are  in  th?  way  of  hes^ling  and  rqcorery. 

I.  I  begin  with  the  ihfenfibl? ,  thofe  who  knqw  npt 
their  difeafes,  iipr  feel  their  woqads,  and  iberefQrc  (n 
DO  need  of  the  balm  of  Gilcad,  or  the  Fhyfician  thf;fc 
As  there  are  multitudes  killed  by  ignorance,  fq  gre«| 
numbers  are  undone  by  felt  flattery.  Many  anprehcind 
themfelves  to  be  found  and  whole,  who  in  the  m^m 
lime  arcmortally  fick  and  dying.  Solomon  faith  ths»| 
is  a  generation  of  fuch  fclf  conceited  perfQns»  ProTr 
xxx.  I  ?•  In  fuch  a  cafe  was  the  church  of  I^aodice^i 
Rev.  jii.  17.  How  fooliflily  did  that  p^o^d  Pha¥if<99 
iatter  himfelf  ?  I^uke  xviii*  ii-  J7.  He  thoMght  him- 
felf  perfcflly  well,  found  apd  whol^,  when  hi§  foul 
was  deadly  fick,  and  ready  to  drop  into  hell.  In  lifc^ 
manner  do  many  deceive  themfc^lyes.  Ah  \  thej^  ncvcf 
communed  with  their  own  hcprt^,  never  tp(?ic  thei? 
-fouls  afide  to  enquire  if  they  be  yet  under  the  «Qru| 
difeafe  wherewith  they  were  born  }  or  if  they  havf  goiiQ 
to  the  foul  phvGcian  for  hi$  healing  balm.  In  ordef 
to  BWiken  fuch  fecure  thoughtlf fs  fouls,  confide?  ibMci 
few  things : 

I.  While  you  are  infenfible  of  your  dife^ff,  youf 
cafe  is  highly  dangerous  and  miferable.  Why  i  i. 
You  arc  unconverted,  unfanftified,  and  dying  in  yon? 
tnsj  John  viii«  24,    To  die  in  your  fins  is  infinitelv 

worfc 
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>RPOTfe  than  to  die  in  a  dungeOn  among  ferpents }  for 
thefe  curfirf  fcrpcnts,  your  fins,  will  go  to  the  gravfe 
with  you  a>  youf  cooipanionsv  and  to  the  tribudtil  with 
you  as  your  accufers,  and  to  hell  with  you  as  your  toD- 
Ynenttrs.  2*.  Tour  fouls,  while  difeafed,  are  moft  ioath«- 
fbme  to  God  \  for  you  are  not  only  without  the  'una^t 
^uid  Spirit  of  God,  but  you  are  fwarming  with  the  ver« 
tain  of  fin  and  filthy  iu(ls«  3.  You  ate  flaves  to  the 
deril,  drodginf;  night  and  day  at  his  work,  grinding  at 
iiis  miUf  and  feedoif^  on  his  fauflcs;  be  hath  you  in  fet» 
tier«»  but  you  are  iafenfible  of  it :  Satan  deals  with  you 
Ki  the  Pfaihftincs  With  Saoipfon,  puts  out  your  eyes  diat 
yoa  may  not  fee  your  chains.  4%  Your  whole  a&ionsy 
natural,  civil,  and  religious,  are  all  an  abomination  to 
Kiod»  Not  only  yxnir  eating  and  drinking,  buying  and 
felling  *,  but  alfo  your  praying  and  communicating,  are 
abhorred,  as  being  without  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  B&- 
Gdc8,  the  Ic^itofy  of  fin  which  overi^reads  you,  defiles 
«U  yoinr  beft  ptrfordtances.  5.  Your  dtfeafe  is  ftiU  the 
more  dangerous^  diat  you  are  not  fenfible  of  it ;  for  - 
while  it  is  fo^  you  are  out  of  the .  way  of  healing,  ac* 
cording  to  Mat  ix.  1 2^  The  whole  tee  no  need  of  a 
|diyfician.  Awake,  therefore,  O  fecure  foul,  confidet 
thy  cafe,  and  ilee  to  the  great  Phyficiaa  for  help ;  un« 
tii  you  fee  your  mifery)  you  will  not  priz«  the  retnedy* 

a*  Confidcr,  thou^  yon  be  moft  miferabie  and  dif* 
txefled  by  fin,  yet  you  have  the  balm  of  Gilead  freely 
offered  to  you  in  the  gofpel,  that  can  heal  and  fave  the 
noft  cUfeafed  CduI,  Ifa.  xiv.  22.  ^'  Look  unto  me,''  faith 
Chrift,  *•  and  be  ye  fayed"  And  though  ye  have  been 
ftout-hearted  againft  God,  ytt,  faith  he,  **  Hearken  ua« 
to  mCf  I  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs  to  you/'  Ifa.  xlvi. 
12,  13*  It  is  a  pleafure  to  him  to  bring  this  balm  near 
to  you,  and  to  fee  poor  finners  willing  to  make  ufe  of 
k$  for,  faith  be,  Ezek.  xviii.  32.  <^  I  have  no  pleafure 
in  llie  death  of  him  that  dieth,  wherefore  turn  your- 
felves,  and  live  ye."     See  alfo  Ezek.  xxxiii.  2. 

3«  Confider  how  long  you  have  flighted  this  balm 
already ;  wherefore,  if  you  negle£l  it  any  longer,  your 
day  of  grtce  may  come  to  an  end,  and  your  hciiing  tims 
go  over;  £0  tliat,  when  you  would  be  healed,  the  balm 

may 
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may  be  far  from  you.  Wherefore  improve  yotir-daf, 
like  that  people  in  Capernaum,  Luke  it.  40.  M  HkHr 
trhen  the  fun  was  fettin^,  all  they  who  had  sTiiy  fick 
with  diTers  dtfeafes,  brought  them  unto  himi'  and  lie 
laid  hia  hand  on  every  one  of  them,  and  healed  thenH;^ 
Go  you,  O  difeafed  feuU,  and  do  likewife.  ■  Many  ft 
yon  have  delayed  till  the  fun  u  atthejettiffgj  the  fiin  el 
the  jTofpel,  the  fun  of  your  life,  the  fun  of  your  healA 
and  ilrength.  O,  then,  make  hafte  before  the  fun  fet) 
to  bring  your  fick  fouls  to  Chrift  to  be  cored :  FelT 
**  now  13  the  accepted  time,''  2  Cor.  vi.  3.  -Nowil 
your  healing  day.  And  if  you  fhould  loie  this  day  of 
your  hcaKng,  to*  morrow  may  be  the  day  of  your  etaw 
nal  wounding.  ^ 

^tfl*  But  what  (hall  we  do  to  attain  to  a  ienie  aad 
feelinp:  of  our  wounds,  in  order  to  healing  ? 

jins»  Take  this  advice  : 

1.  Be  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  all  outward  meana  :  read 
the  fcriptures,  and  get  the  knowledge  of  your.  loft,  ftaft 
in  Adam,  and  the  way  of  falvation  throtugh  a  Surety^ 
righteoufnefs.      Attend  the  preaching  of  the   word* 
which  is  the  ufual  means  of  converfion  :  be  not  abfeflcft 
from  the  ordinary  occafions  of  it,  left  yon  mifs  tfaa**^ 
jlermon  that  was  moft  fuitable  to  your  cafe,  and  migl»-^ 
have  been  the  means  of  (aving  your  fouls.    The  devS^ 
is  at  pains  to  keep  you  from  fome  fermons,  for  he  ma'^ 
know  what  minifters  are  preparing  before  hand,  an^ 
when  he  fees  any  thing  coming  that  is  likely  to  touc 
you,  he  will  contrive  fome  temptation  to  keep  you  bac:= 
from  hearing  it. 

2.  Study  to  affeft;  your  hearts  with  what  you  hea^ 
of  your  mortal  difeafe,  the  fmful  natures  you  brougirr' 
into  the  world,  their  pollution,  rebellion,  and  enmit  -= 
againft  God*  Think  upon  the  many  a£ts  of  rebellion  * 
you  have  broke  out  agamft  heaven.'  Think  alfo  hov^ 
near  you  are,  while  unhealed,  to  everlafting  burnin^g 
yea,  every  moment  on  the  brink  of  the  £ery  fumac^^ 
and  kept  out  of  it  only  by  the  thread  of  life,  which  ma 

be  broke  by  any  bit  of  bread  you  eat,  by  flipp'mg  of 
foot,  by  ftumbling  of  a  horfe,  and  by  hundreds  of  di^M 
tempers,  which,  like  fo  many  lighted  candleSjare  read 


to  bom  the  threadi  and  kt  yoar  difeafed  fouls  drop  in- 
tb  die  pit  for  erer. 

3*  Wbeo  God  (hooti  tbe  arro#  of  conTidion  kito 
die  conicieoce,  do  not  feek  to  (hake  it  out  till  it  reach 
the  end  for  which  it  was  fent«  Be  not  like  thofe  who 
ip>  to  their  callings  to  work  it  out,  or  to  their  cups  to 
driidc  it  out,  or  to  their  beds  to  fleep  it  out,  or  to  their 
games  to  dirert  it  out.  But  fo  rather  to  your  kneest 
and  ipray  that  die  wound  may  be  medicinal  and  ianngt 
dut  It  may  be  as  deep  as  needful,  and  die  power  of  tm 
Lord  may  be  prefent  to  heal  you :  Apply  to  Jefus  your 
Pbyfieiaa,  that  he  may  take  out  the  arrow  widi  his  own 
hand,  and  bring  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  the  wound. 

4.  Apply  to  the  holy  Spirit^  who  is  the  author  of 
finring  convi^onsi  and  implore  his-gracious  influences  ; 
for  the  dry  bones  ftir  not  till  he  breathe  upon  them. 
It  is  the  office  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  apply  Chrift's  pur* 
chafe  te  you,  and  faving  convi^ions  are  the  firft  part 
of  that  purchafe  he  makes  you  partake  of*  Plead  then 
irith  him,  **  Lord,  come  and  do  thine  office,  art  thotl 
Dot  as  willing  to  apply  as  Chrift  was  to  purchafe  ?  Is  not 
he  Spirit  the  applier  as  freely  promifed  as  Chrift  the 
Hiyfician  !  Is  not  that  a  free  promife,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  **  I 
rill  put  my  Spirit  within  you  ?"  It  depends  upon  no 
dndition  in  us,  only  it  is  faid,ver.  37.  ^'  I  will  be  enquir« 
4  of  by  die  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them."  And  now^ 
lOrd,  I  am  enquiring  for  it  as  I  can,  O  do  it  for  me*** 
II.  I  come  next  to  addrefs  thofe  difeafed  fouls  who 
re  fenfible  and  feeling,  fick  finners,  who  are  convinced 
F  their  diftreiTcd  cafe  by  nature,  and  their  need  of  the 
hyfician ;  you  are  the  proper  ob}e£ls  of  his  care,  Mat. 
c.  12,  13.  andxviii.  ii.  Luke  JLviii.  13,  14.  I  exhort 
LI  fach  to  come  and  employ  Chrift,  the  only  Phyfician 
t  Ifrael,  to  heal  your  wounded  fouls.  Delay  not ;  for 
oar  difeafe  is  mortal ;  your  wound  is  deep  \  the  foon- 
r  yoa  come,  the  better.  Lqfe  not  the  feafon  when 
thrift  is  dealing  with  yofx  by  his  Spirit ;  but  when  the 
waters  are  ftirrcd,  fee  that  you  prefently  ftep  in,  that 
ou  mav  be  made  whole. 

^u€ft»  How  fliall  we  improve  the  feafon,  fo  as  to  be 
:<» ed  of  our  difeafe  ? 

Voirlll,  K  Jnf. 
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.     Anf  Obferve  thefe  diieflions :  .,.-.,         •...!* 

1.  Ab  you  ought  to  be  concerned  aboulyqur^lifcf^t 
.fee  that  your  tTOubkr and  concern  be  of  the  right  kki^* 

Be  grieved  for  it,  not  only  becaufe  it  brings -ruin  uppn 
yourfelves,  but  nrjainly  becaufe  it  unfits  you  for  glQlU 
.  lying  God,  and  enjoying  communion  with  hioi.  Be 
'troubled  both  for  the  general  corruption  of  your  na- 
tures, and  for  the  particular  plaguejs  of  your  ovn 
hearts;  point  out  thofe  to  your  Phyfician  which  aire 
moft  grievous  to  you,  whether  it  be  hardnefs,blindDe&f 
unbelief,  backfliding,  pride,  earthly- mindednefs,  &c« 
Every  man  that  would  have  accefs  to  God,  mud  *^  kno^w 
the  plague  of  his  own  heart,"  i  Kings  viii.  38*  Cbrift 
would  have  every  man  to  point  forth  his  ailment  to  hii|i> 
with  the  blind  man,  Luke  xviii.  41.  "  What  wilt  thou 
.  that  1 12ia)l  do  unto  thee  ?"  Let  your  anfwer  be  ready  like 
his,  "  Lord,  that  I  may  receive  my  fight,"  Lord,  that  nay 
unbelief  may  be  removed,  that  my  hardnefs  may  be 
cured,  my  backfliding  healed,  &c.  Lay  open  all  your 
feres,  and  hide  nothing  from  your  Fhyfician. 

2.  Come  to  Chrilt  with  a  firm  belief  and  perfuafioa 
of  his.  power  and  ability  to  heal  you.  This  is  the  thing 
he  demands  of  every  fick  foul,  as  of  thofe;  two  blind 
men. that  followed  him  crying  for  help,  Matth»  ix«  28. 
**  flel^ve  ye  that  I  am  *ble  to  do  this?"  Believe  ye 
that  I  have  all  fulnefs-ia  me  to  anfwer  all  your  wantSy 
to  cur/e  all  your  difeafes,  and  fuit  all  your  cafes  !  O  for 
a  ftrong  faith  in  Chrift's  power !  This  doth  greatly  glo- 
rify him. 

3.  Plead  importunately  with  your  PhyGclaa  for  a 
cure  ;  he  allows  you  to  do  it,  and  to  fiU  your  mouths 
with  arguments  for  tW  end. 

1.  Plead  the  fovereign  efficacy  of  his  blood,  that  it 

is  a  remqdy  of  infinitse  virtue,  and  can  heal  the  moft 

..tlcfperatfB  difcafe;  fay  with  the  leper,  Matth.  viii.   2. 

V  Lord,  if  thou^wilt,  thou  canft  make  me  clean  j"  as  if 

.b^  had  faid.  Thou  mayil  do  with,  me  as  thou  wilt,  but 

,  ,one  thing  I  am  fure  ol,  thou  canft  heal  me:   So -fay 

,  you.  Lord,  1  am  fure  tliy  blood  can  cure  and  cleanfe 

mej  though  I  were  as  vile  with  Cn  as  the  leper  was  with 

)Uft  dficafe^  fo  that,  if  I  die  ii\my  Gns,  it  will  not  be  for 

want 


of  virtue  in  Chrift*sfM*)6d,  tWe  balm  df  GtJtfJid  is 
fftrffclfitP^'^'A^'tih^  k^y'^'di^ttrtjem  prevailed  with 
rtO^'ctt^e  h\it\i  fo  A  ftVong'faith,-  and  peffoafibn  of 
irt?eilBW<Jhfift^s*k«5d;-Vi41t  engage  HiiM  tCMheal 

Pi^ad'tJye  freetiefi^df  hi«  balm'toftll<l^S^fed-4buFs, 
♦i^  fetiiW45WV>fi  hi^  l^tdGfd  rtiAs  freeJjrtb  ttie'U^O^ft 
lira;  titet*e  ibuts  out  n^rie  from^it,  ^r  <t^ites 
W<Tne'V  tKtlt  ehcife  -^X'hii  had-  'tlKe  deepeft  ?#d*ifvi8 
W(*ft  djirieerdu'3  dife^frs,- ^ave  ^come^  ufv^iV^Rfe  i»A^ 
Jny  alV.?r  bi!en  made  Wh6te, '*^■MJ^hJ^{P:;l^:>th6^*?o- 
^f  Safnari^,  MdYy  Ma5:dT?ldnef, '  ttve  -ffertW^rtlyi^f, 
th^  Cormthians,  See  '  Say,  Lord,' I  c6me-  with 
•ft  upon  thy  call,  O  do  m->t  fliut  mfe  olitl "  " 
'Plead  your  inability  to  do -any  thing  fo^  your  own 
tgi  as  the  impotent  man  did  with  Ghnft  at  the 
&fBethefda,  John  v  6,  7^  In  Hke  mahiier  fay, 
td,  1  ha\^c  been  many  years  at  the  (idc  of  the  pfobi, 
the  healing  balm,  but  I  am  impotent^  and-tiria^e 
ffelf  to  move  one  ftep  tovs'ards  it,  far  lefe  to  a?pply 
Oman  or  angel  can  ca^e' my  lamfctlefi'^  Lord,  if 
do  not?  pity  and  help  me,  I  muft  ev^n  dra  afti  pe- 
fJthin  view  of  the  balm*'* 

Plead  with  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  alone  13  the  only 
fied  perfon  in  heaven  or  earth  to  be  yotfr 'Phyft- 

'^  Lord,  thou  haft  infinite  kn<)wledge  'aiirf'^flcill 
fcern  my  difcafe,  with  its  fympitoms  ind  cattfiiaf.  aiKl 
efcribe  the  proper  remedies  Thou  haft-tnHntte 
)a(riQns  to  pity  me,  and  infinite  power  tb* relieve 
lirh^n  Icry  for  help.  Yen,  thou^  haft  hUmart  bowels 
sendetnefs  of  heatt  alfo' to  fympithizfe  with  iWc  in 
;fs.  Nay,  thou  haft^  commiffion  fr6tt\  ^hfeateri' to 
tich  difeafed  fouls  as  mine,  whieh  thbcitlVdil:  diear- 

accept.  And  tliou 'haft  come  a  long  j^oortiey 
'  heaveft  to  earth  to  Viftt  the  ficki  'an*''^r6cl'*inri 
;aiy»itii4hon  to  them  Thou  haft  a^rtied  "my  na- 
r;fttid  taken  a  humati  body^thiitit'might^be"p\erced 
tid  forth  a  predous  barhii  for  rtiy  wourtdi^V^tidhaft 
io«#y  pTOmifed  to  apply  this  btlm  to  all'M^hoii(Ane 
ie«j  flofi  xiv.  r/4.  John^vn  3.'  Re!»;  'jitiil  '^7. 
>^hew haft  corneto ifhofe  who  never  ibyiiirt*^^ 
K  2  fpy. 


f6  7ieBa/mo/Gi/0^  te-lSL 

for  healing,  Ifa.  Ixt.  i.  4.  Luke  x*  339  34«  And  Audi 
not  I  get  healing  when  I  am  earneftly  fee)Ei«g  it-,"      -• 

5,  Plead  the  glory  of  hit  namei  and  the  cnJ&t  of  JhU 
bTood':  Say,  **  Lord»  both  thefe  will  fufitr,  if » poor 
wounded  creature,  that,  relies  upon  the  futth  of  thy 
word,  and  the  virtue  of  thy  blood,  fliould  be  difappointr 
ed  and  perifli.'*  This  was  Mofes's  argument  with  God 
for  pity  to  the  Ifraelites,  Numb.  xiv.  15,  i6.  '^  The  na- 
tions will  fpeak,  faying,  **  Becaufe  the  Lord  wa9  not  ^ 
ble  to  bring  this  people  into  the  land^  which  he  fv^aie 
unto  them,  therefore  he  hath  flain  them  in  the  wilda^ 
xiefe."  So  do  you  plead,  "  Lord,  what  will  the  devils 
and  atbeifts  fay  ?"  Will  they  not  blafpbeme  thy  name^ 
and  reproach  thy  blood,  and  iay,  becaufe  thy  power  and 
blood  .were  not  able  to  heal  thefe  difeafed  fouls,  thoa 
letj:eft  them  periih  ^ 

6v  Plead  the  mercif  ulnefs  of  his  nature,  with  Davidf 
Ffal.  xH.  4*  *^  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me ;  heal  my  fotti| 
for  I  have  finned  againft  thee."  Thou  art  a  merciful  at 
well  as  Ikilful  Phyfician.  O  let  not  a  poor  fick  foul, 
that  depends  on  the  mercy  of  thy  nature^  and  merit  of 
thy  blood,  for  healing,  go  away  difappointed. 

But  poor  fenfiblc  finners  have  many  objc^iions  a* 
gainft  tnemfelves. 

04yeff.  L  I  know,  (faith  one)  Chrift  is  a  great  Phy- 
fician, but  I  am  not  worthy  that  he  (hould  come  under 
my  roof  to  heal  fuch  a  one  as  me. 

jlnf.  I.  There  was  never  one  healed  becaufe  of  his 
worthinefs,  for  it  is  only  the  unworthy  that  Chrift  canoe 
to  heal  and  fave,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  Rev.  iii.  17,  i8«  Matth. 
ix.  12,  13.  ?.  The  more  fenfible  a  foul  is  of  unworthi- 
nefs,  and  humbled  for  it,  the  more  welcome  he  is  ta 
that  Phyfician,  Pfal.  x.  17.  Ifa.  Ixvi.  2.  Mat.  v.  3. 
Luke  xviii  14.  3.  If  you  come  not  to  be  healed  tijl 
you  be  worthy,  you  will  never  come,  for  where  can 
3  poor  Worthlefs  finner  get  any  worthy  or  defiiable  qua« 
lification  but  from  Chrift  only  i  You  muft  come  to 
Chrift  for  every  thing  that  is  valuable.  4.  Seeing  Chrift 
doth  exprefsly  call  the  mo(i  unworthy  to  come  to  hbn 
for  healing.  Rev.  iii.  17.  i8-  i  John  iii.  23.  this  Oiould 
encourage  you  to  do  it.    It  was  his  call  that  encouraged 

the 


^i^^hS>m^\olion(t\&^\miUztk  X.  47.  <«  Bcrf 
good  cimtmiiiftj  1n€  ieallcth  thee>  C*rift*s  calk  and 
iJoiAwJttiai-Hbdaiate  dfcteyed  bythe  Uas^orthy'as  well 

•■  '  OJ^^i'SP.  Slit  I  fear  t^fakh  another)  I  am  fjot  With* 
in  Cftrift's'  e^miffion,  and  how  then  can  I  expa£l  heal- 

teg-^f«w»riw«- ■■■■•••'  •'  •'  ■      ■    ■  ■  :  ■'• 

jtnf!  It  ti^h^h  prcfumption  f&f  any  man  to  iiitrade 
ifit6 X36d^s  f^et  decreed,  which  60  angrf  dart  do: 
•This  fug:geftidil  then  is  not  fVdni  God,  biit  &idWthe  de* 
iA\l't6  dtfTc^firiticlrs  ihtd  drfj^alir-  Of  to  Iteep  tK^m  aMriiy 
ftom  CSiififtr  For  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  tdls  us  that  '^fo. 
<4<etrfhfa^8  bd^>rtg  unt6  G^d,  arid  the  thmg»'^i*ich  arc 
T^calcd  bekJng  unto  us/'  Deut.  xxiic.  29/^  Now, 
C6«tfig  it  is  rctt?a!cd  th  you  that  Chrift  was  fent  to  favc 
and  heal  the  loft  and  fick,  the  bruifed  and  brbk^n  heart- 
ed;* ^he)iak  and  maimcdy  the  Wretthcd  and  miftrablc, 
«he  p6<^r  lEind  biihd,  and  <ia){efiKih  to  come  to  him  for 
healing)' Mat.  xviii.  ii.  Luke  iv.  i8.  Luke  «iv.  ai* 
Rev.  fl.'  17-  1 8.  And  feeing  you  cannot  but'^b^rn  that 
fome  of  thefe  chara£lers  belong  to  you  ;  this  fttCjUld'eh* 
courage  youto<:ome  to  Chrift  with  expeftiitkmv'  ' 

•  OtfeH'.  in.  But  my  wounds  arc  very  doejS-nMr  difeafc 
is  of  adefperatc  nature. 

Af0l  Alt  difeafcs  are  alike  tb  Chrift's  blood ;  it  c^n  as 
^ftfily  oure  the-greateft  as  the  fmalleft,  i  John. 'I.  7. 
What  difeafe  more  deadly  than  that  of  the  thre^-Cheu- 
iWnd  who  imbrued  their  hands  in  Chrift's  blood  ?,  A6ts 
S.  ahd  yet  they  were  all  healed  by  it. 

O^e^.  IV.  But  I  am  fick  of  many  difeafes  «U;  ^noe; 

jf^  The  balm  of  Chrift's  tlockl  can  as  foon  cui« 
fAany  difeafes  as  one. 

OtjeH.  V.  But  my  difeafes  !lre  •old  aiid  infreteraie^ 
Hikl  my  fores  have  run  many  y^ars.  '  .<  ^'.. 

An/,  Chrift  hath  cured  many  fu«h;  the  ll)ief  on  the 
'Crok  had  ah  old  feftedng  difeafe,  and  fb  liad  Zac^dltfti^ 
Idr  he  *iad  wronged  many,  yfet  this  mtghtf  Phylioiaii 
€Ul>ed  them  both.  He<:uted  many  oid'dtitempl«si^m 
mens  b^dtes,  to  affure  us  of  the  vwtue  of  'Md^lHoodl^id 
cure  tHA  difeafes  in  our  foula*   Therefore,''heiCaretf  ^^ 


Ji  7be  Bairn  of  GiUad.  ik^.Vlt. 

woman's  iflue  of  blood  that  had  run  twelve  yeats;  fljj 
loofed  a  woman  that  Satan  had  kept  bound  eightcttt 
yews.  He  cured  the  impotent  man  at  Bethj^cija  thathik 
an  infirmity  thirty  eight  years.  AH  which  is  rccbrded 
for  out  encouragement  to  come  to  Chrift  \^itl\  oiir'bld 
lores. 

OhjcH*  VI  I  have  rclapfed  into  the  fame  difeafc,  ^d 
can  I  cxpttt  healing? 

Ar,f,  Rtl-^pfcs  inleed  are  moft  dangerous,  yet  Chrift 
doth  uiuicTt'k:'  to  heal  thofe  who  relapfe,  Hof.  xivr 2. 
and  he  actually  healed  Peter,  though  he  relapfed  into 
the  fame  fin. 

ObjeB.  VII.  ;But  I  fear  I  have  no  right  to  Chrift's 
blood. 

j^fif  Seeing  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  are  bid  to  look 
to  it  for  healing,  and  Chrift  hath  appointed  his  gofpel 
to  be  preached,  and  his  balm  to  be  offered  to  every 
creature,  you  have  a  full  and  fufEcient  warrant  to  come 
and  make  ufe  of  it. 

OhjeB.  VIII.  But  I  have  long  flighted  the  otfcrs  of 
this  balm. 

Anf.  The  niore  heinous  tliy  fin,  or  deep  thy  wound 
be,  thou  haft  the  greater  need  of  this  fovereign  medi- 
cine :  And  go  not  to  make  thy  wound  deeper  by  a  new 
refufal. 

Objeff.  IX.  I  have  effayed  to  go  and  apply  this  balm^ 
but  find  I  have  no  ftrength  to  do  it. 

Afif.  If  you  have  fincere  defires  to  accept  and  ufe  it, 
you  have  fome  beginnings  of  faith  ;  and  therefore,  im- 
prove thefe  defires  by  making  frequent  effays  to  receive 
Chrift  and  apply  his  blood.  Believing  is  a  duty  you 
ftiould  be  oft  effaying  and  aiming  at,  even  before  you 
find  God*s  Spirit  effedlually  concurring  :  This  you  do 
in  other  duties  \  for  though  you  cannot  pray  or  praiC^^ 
communicate,  meditate,  or  fandify  the  fabbath  aright 
without  the  Spirit,  yet  forbear  you  not  to  aim  at  tli^fe 
duties,  <ven  when  you  find  not  the  Spirit  at  work ;  and 
neither  fhould  you  in  this  cafe.  Though  you  have  no 
power  to  believe  favingly,  yet  ftill  be  aiming  at  it,  and 
believe  as  you  can.  The  Spirit  will  pity  yofur  weaknrfs, 
when  you  are  making  honeft  attempts  to  do  his  will^ 

therefore 


^^berefprc  be  aiming  to  approve  the  device  of  redeeming 
4pyc;^  to  part  with  you»  own  righteoufnefs,  to  fay  Amen 
■td.the,wc!l  ordered  covehjint,  to  take  a  crucified  Chrift 
Ipr.ywr  All,  and  venture  your  all  in  his  hand-  And 
thpiigh  you  often  fail  in  your  attempts,  yet  dill  try  it 
again,  and  at  length  the  Spirit  will  help  you  to  ftretch 
^Ut  C^ith's  hapd,  and  faden  it  on  Chrift  and  his  wounds 
to  your  comfort. 

.  ,0hj(8.  X  But  I  am  afraid  Chrift  is  not  willing  to 
appjy  hiSjblood,  to  heal  me, 

.  ^^.,.  /What  more  evidences  of  willingnefs  can  ybu' 
aik  from  Chrift  ?  You  have  both  the  word  and  writ  of 
him.  that  is  faithful  and  true,  and  his  oath  alfo,  John 
vi.  37.  Ezet.  xxxiii.  j  i.  And  to  all  thefe  he  add&out- 
.^^rd  Cgnj  and  feals  which  are  vifible  to  your  bodily- 
eyes  in  the  facrament,  to  aflUre  you  of  his  willingnefs. 
Alfo  his  frauknefs  to  heal  ail  the  bodies  of  men  that 
came  to  him  while  on  earth,  is  given  you  as  a  pledge 
of  his  willingnefs  to  cure  your  fouls  5  for  you  cannot 
imagine  he  would  be  more  companionate  to  mens  bo- 
dies than  to  their  fouls,  feeing  it  was  his  great  errand 
to  feek  and  heal  fouls,  and  to  fhed  his  blood  for  that 
end.  'May  we  all  have  faith  in  that  blood,  for  Chrift's 
fdke,     Ainen. 


Advices  to  thofe  who  are  recoveringi 
S  E  R  M  ON    vm.   ; 

On  Jerem.  viii,  ^^.    Is  ibnem  baimi  ^c. 


IXli  TN:profecutingmy  crhortation  from  this.- dqc- 
j  JL  trine,  there  is  a  third  fort  I  propofed.  to.  ?id- 
drtffsj  oamely,  Thofe  who  are  already  in  the  way  of 
/iiealing  and  recovery,  through  the  Phyfician's  applying 
the  balm  of  his  blood  to  them  for  removing  the  jS:uiic 
.of  (in,  and  renewing  of  their  natures,  whereby  the 

force 


So  Tbi  BsAft  c/GiiMd^  Stt.  ¥ia 

force  of  thrir  dtfeafe  is  broken,  and  they,  in  the-.vif  «f 
recovery.    To  thefe  I  offer  fonac  advicea*.  y..-^  ■  -     -j .,, 

1.  Ibankfi'IIy  admire  the  generous :-kinii«eft  ^ 
free  love  of  your  Phy(ician»  in  diflin2aiQiii\g)y«LiiH| 
the  reft  of  the  world.  He  b^th  done  cbat^for  jonmlidt 
he  hath  not  done  for  thoufjadf,  nay,  fetf  naiUianf :al 
your  fellow*  creatures^  and  even  for  naany.iu  tfaafe  tat 
families  and  congrfgationa  where  you  dweU»r.,lieMV 
henled  yeur  natures  when  they  were  fick  runto  deithf 
he  hath  pardoned  your  fins,  when  they  weie  ^nkiag 
under  guilt  O  blefs  and  pratfe  him  with  Day id^IHiik 
citi.  If  2,  &c.  Chrift  experts  a  tribute  of  pmSR-fml^ 
healed  foulsi  and  obferves  how  they  pay  ity  aa'  m  d» 
cafe  of  the  lepers,  Luke  xvii.  i8.  *'  Were  theie^- oat 
ten  cleanfed  (faith  he)  but  where  are  the-  nine  f  ;Thm 
he  counted  their  numbcri  and  found  nine;  healed  /iMmi 
returned  him  no  thanks.  And  this  he  cenfuievias  brfli 
ingratitude  to  God.  -    ^?  /^iiVilii 

2.  Be  earneft  with  God  for  thorough  .and  petifadB 
healing,  tliat  the  difeafe  of  fin  mav  be  wholly  fahfawdv 
Let  the  work  of  fan£iification  be  flill  carried  bn  i^ibi' 
this  is  a  continued  healing  of  your  nature^  till  atliife 
the  cure  be  completed  at  death.  :.'«»< 

3.  Pity  your  relations  and  neighbour?,  who^are  AM 
fick  unto  death,  and  do  what  you  can  for  their  dirltv* 
Efpecially  pity  and  pray  for  your  children  who  sre  fidbf 
of  the  plague  you  conveyed  to  them.  RecomoMMid  to 
them  the  balm  of  Gilead,  and  the  Fhyriciair'  thfcMHr 
Tell  them  your  experience  of  the  Phyfician'te  flnll  aat- 
tendernefs,  and  the  virtue  of  his  balm.  **  O  cdmCi' 
and  fee ;  he  hath  cured  me  of  a  deep  wound,  an  dM 
difeafe  of  a  hard  hearty  of  dreadful  athei(m,  unbelitf, 
blindnefs,  earihlinefs,  pride,  paffion,"  &c.  ' 

4.  Take  proper  mea^rs  to  prefervc  health  ^h^n  rt^^ 
ftoreci  •,  fuch  as,  i.  Live  in  a  good  and  wholefbrtie 'ftiiPr 
that  is,  in  the  fociety  of  God*s  peopJc.     2.  Keep  go6d 
hours,  and  a  wholefcme  diet,  that  is,  ftatcd  times  e^' 
very  day  for  the  foul's  refreihment,  by  reading,  'nttdik" 
ration  and  prayer.     3.  Ufe  proper  exerdfes,  fdcK  3^-. 
the  exercife  of  faithj  prayer,  hearing,  commuriicatiil^- 
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ittid'Chriftiafieonverfe;  for  fjpititual  flodi  and  idlencfs 
greatly  prejudice  the  fool's  health. 

3.  ve«^Ae  of  whatever  maf  occafion  a  relapfe  into 
yaor'difieafe^  fiich  ai  the  temptations  and  foares  which 
fittan  wiU  lay  in  your  way  to  draw  you  into  Gn }  care-i 
fiallf  avoid  them,  and  pray  for  ftrength  againft  them. 
And  patticiilarlyi  beware  of  unncceiF»ry  going  into  io- 
fedled  company)  left  you  catch  the  difeaie  from  them, 
for  fin  is  moft  conts^ous* 
.  6«  Let  di  ^ofe  be  the  obje£ts  of  your  fpecisd  lot^ 
who  have  got  their  natures  heakd,  and  the  image  ot 
God  Tcfloicd  to  them-  Love  them»  though  they  be 
poor  and  low  in  the  world,  ami  even  though  they  dif- 
for  in  fofcral  things  from  you :  for  if  you  love  them 
only  who -are  of  your  way  of  thmkmg  \i\  all  things,  that 
ir^tter  a  fefiarian,  or  party  love»  than  a  true  Chrift'tan 
love.  For  it  wouM  fay,  you  love  famts  more  for  their 
likenefs  to  you,  than  for  their  likenefs  and  relation  to 
Chrift.  Now,  the  true  motive  of  Ciirifttan  love,  is  a 
manlikeneis  and  love  to  Chrift  more  than  to  you.  And 
fttrely,  -ail  thefe*  being  members  of  the  fame  t>ody,  and 
d&ldren  of  the  (ame  family,  who  will  fjpend  a  whole  e« 
temity  together  in  admiring  and  praifing  the  Lamb^  - 
fliottki  love  one  another  whUe  fojourning  in  the  wilder* 
nefs  below.  Chrift  gives  this.as  a  mark  of  lUs  difci- 
ples,  and  thofe  who  are  healed  by  him. 

1^  Rejoice  and  blefs  God,  when  you  hear  of  many 
fick  fouls  flocking  to  the  balm  of  GUead  and  the  Phy* 
fician  there,  and  when  there  are  hopeful  iigns  of  their 
healing  and  recovery.  Look  upon  thefe  as  the  tnoft 
rcfreftiing  news  that  can  be  brought  to  your  ears. 

8.  Learn  patience  under  the  diftrefs  of  your  bodies, 
feeing  you  have  have  got  healing  to  your  fouls.  Do 
not  murmur  at  it,  feeing  God  kes  it  needful  for  your 
fours  health. 

Laftiy^  Be  concerned  for  the  difealcd  land  wherein 
you  hve.  If  you  have  got  healing  to  yourfelves,  you 
ought  to  have  public  fpirits  to  be  affected  with  the  cafe 
of  a  fick  land  and  church,  efpecially  at  a  time,  when  it 
nnay  be  £ud  of  her,  as  of  Judah,  Ifaiah  i.  5.  6.  <<  The 
0vhole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart  is  faint  \  from 
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the  role  of  the  foot,  ercn  unto  t^^  hc^d^  tl^e  k^jitf 
foufulnefs  in  it,  but  wounds,  and  bruifeir  and  pi^f^* 
infr  Tores  :  they  hare  not  been  ctofed,,  pfftther  baunl 
upv  neither  mollified  with  ointmcTn."  St^a^s^  ix,  mij 
be  faid  of  our  land.  The  whole  body  poiinc  aa4  ecpb- 
fiaftic  is  iadly  difealed  \  out  kingfi  and  prtnce%  nobiJiif^ 
gentry,  niagiilrates,  minifters,  bur^cl&ij  comoipiu,  #d 
all  nmks,  are  full  of  wounds  and  furcs^ 

^eji  How  is  it  we  are  to  (hew  cm  concern  for  the 
land  in  fuch  diftrefs  ? 

Anf.  Two  ways :  t.  By  earned  prayer  £pr  it*  2.  % 
vfing  the  meam  in  oui  power  to  hea)  it. 

L  bpread  out  the  cafe  of  the  latid  in  prayer  before 
the  great  Fhyfician  of  Ifrael,  and  plead  th^t  he  nia} 
look  on  it  with  an  eye  of  compalTion  ^  yea^.lunibly  ei< 
poftolate  with  God  about  the  church'^  c^fe^  like  Jere- 
miah, Jer.  xiv.  p.  **  Haft  thou  utterly ,  rejj^/acdjp- 
dahe"  hath  thy  foul  k)athed  Ziqn  ^J^hy  haft  tj^ii 
fmitten  us,  and  there  is  no  healing  for  i^^  ^'  Alas^  no 
Phyfician  nor  balm  on  earth  can  he^  us  ;  no  ordinan^Cj 
fermons,  nor  iacramentSi  can  cure  us.  ^^U^  ^e  w^^i^ 
ing9,  reproofs,  and  judgments  in  the  woxLd  ^annot  he^ 
our  wounds.  0|  if  Ifraei's  Phyfician  would  come  apl 
do-it  hiibfeif !  TThe  Lord  hath  juiUy  fmi^jten  uji  ft>r  pir 
fins,  and  is  threatening  to  fmite  us  moie.  How*  what  u^ 
we  do  in  that  cafe  but  look  to  him  for  p^y,  and  plead 
that  the  hand  which  hath  finitten  us^  ipay,  slfo  (keal  um 
for  nothing  will  heal  ua  till  he  come  with  tht  balm  of 
Gilead,  his  blood  and  Spirit,  to  our  wounds-  Tiui 
balm  can  heal  nations  and  churches^  a^  wfll  as  (laglc 
perfbns.  O  then,.  Ipok  earndilly  to  tb4t  blood  chat 
qnencheth  the  fire  of  wrath. for  ob,  and  purcharcth^  e- 
Tcry.  thing  that  is  good  to  us,  and  pJod  ft^r  the  iakq  of 
that  bloori,  that  God  would  revive  his,  work  \vk  theJaoJi 
breathe  upon  the  dry  bones,  and  make  a  itir  aniongft 
them,  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  converfiuii  iind  of  reforma- 
tion upon  men  of  ail  (lations,  msgitirates,  miniilcrs, 
elders,  parents^  and  teachers  of  youth,  a^  w|!ll  ^,^  jhc 
young  generation,  that  they  may  turn  to  ttic  Lotd} 
and  exert  themfelves  for  beaiinjr  down  vice,  and  ptj;)' 
-moting  Chriftian  knowledge   and  piety  in  the  ' 
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1^ 'All  t^  tor  6dd  to  rebuke  «he  winds  of  cnKur  and 
"d^lOdti,  that  tfiithm^'tritimph^  and  breaches  may  be 
^^J&led  ^'ttl^t'YmnifteTS  and^eople  may  have  one  heart 
ifttid  imc  tirfndj  to  ••  ferve  the  Jbord  with  one  eon&ntt-' 
^/lldi^tKti^  ^ukli  die  heahh  of  the  church  andnition 
jte*yfe<iovcipfedl '^^I'ltttght  ad<hice  matiy  motiTca  to  pre& 
yi^*t64i!*^Tor  tcpcntancc  iiiidheaim^  to  ^e  /whole 
Lpd  ;  1  (hall  mehtioti  a  few.  :  • 
''**'i:*.  IWi**  been  the  commendable  pra&ice  6f  God'g 
people  in  all  ages,  as  of  Mofes,  David,  fCiidh^;  Jete- 
Miaii^  IHdMy&c*  asi  in  Exod;  xxxii.  i  x^  la.;  Pfak  li. 
l8.  I(a.  Ixii.  i.'Jer.ix,  I.  I>ali.-fs.  17.  .And  iW  is 
^Mk^tIk!4Ldhi  requires  of  ^vcfry  one,  PfaL  «xiu  6. 
^\:4.^:    *■•■'•■:       ■  ■■■•=•    ■■.■■■       '■■      .:.:.      ■. 

'^l:"P|[^yef^''||)ut;ttpfor  a  fick  church  or  nation' are 
d^ft  sTj^ealiie'toGod,  and  have  afortof  comauadtng 
ji^y^tAH  Mmj  Ifa.  xlv.  2. '  He  puts^  great  honour 
m^n^^dh  W^yerd,  and  make»  them  means  of  proda- 
tn^ttiarvelloas  effe£ti5  and  deliverances,  as  in  JCxod. 
3R^.'^'tV;^i^,  and  xxxii.  14-  And  we  read  of  the  Lord's 
(i^n^dutftich  wreftlers  that  he  may  honour  theai, 
Sftlf^^i^?^.  '  <*  And  I  ibagkt  for  a  man.  among 
ttfenVi^^hktm'buIdtnake  Up  the^dge,  and  ftaxuiimthe 
^{flM^fbre^tnt  for  the  land,  thatJ  ihould  sot .  deltroy 
fi?*-TTiefc'iiirethe  men  that  God  delights  to  honour. 
';;;*^.  The,€(mBderation  of  rtie  hand  you  have  had,  by 
Jibdri^^;  )ii  :BHngh)g  on  difeaies  upon  the  chuitoh  and 
Sa^Bi^oiil^  t^xcite  jrou  to  wreftle  and  plead  for  healing 
|(6%er;  '.Th^  la^s  of  (common  homanity  ihould  even 

"*^4T'Tfaey^W^^  in  her  diftncsffcd 

iii]i$ti^d6d  daife,  Ihail  be  the  largeft  (haters,  in, her 
\:mS^^yilii^n  Gioid  brings  he^Kng  to  her.  .Thef&fl»Il 
i^W'mt^^  of  her  joy »  when  the*  banreft 

iiimiii;  w)ib  noi^'few  moft  of  thq  feed  of  teats  for  -her 
Iff  lifer  \r6tible;:    -- ' 

I'^iX^'hi  ihcf'^Jpliace,  Ifaid  ^^very  One  ihould  oife.all 
lii^ldi^ti'ii  ifr  thtiir'p6wer  fot'  hesllin^  the  chotdi.aad 
I^Slfl.  ^^^dif  hUs  trppoihted  mfeii-in  different  ft^iqna and 
5^a'citYe^^'f6  be  Us^trnder'^^hy^ians  t«  bring* a^ kind  of 
JDkn'to  s(  didBrfed  land  >  futhmv  tnagiftratesi  nunifters, 

L  ^  elders, 
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elderSy  &c.  Thefe,  by  wholefome  laws,  inftraAionii 
and  examples,  may  contribute  very  mach^  through  the 
divine  ble(Iinf|ty  to  the  healinj;  of  our  difeafe.  Nay;  pii- 
▼are  Chriftians  who  are  in  the  meaneft  ftatioiis,  if  xatj 
do  what  is  incumbent  upon  them,  may  hare  fixiie  fliare 
in  this  bleflft.d  work  of  healing. a  fick  land.  At  ibme» 
times  we  have  heard  of  p;reat  cures  rfi'e£tiiated  by  mcia 
and  obfcure  perfons:  when  learned  phyiicians  had  given 
over  the  cafe  as  defperate ;  fo  private  Chriftians  mar 
be  iuftrumental  m  bringing  about  our  cure,  w|icn  thole 
of  greater  power  and  fkiil  look  on  our  cafe  as  hopelefi. 
They  inay  be  of  gre^.t  ufe  to  recommend  religion  Co  the 
world,  by  conforming  their  pra£lice  to  ita  rvlcs^  and 
adorning  their  profeflion  with  ihining  hoiincfs  and 
Chriftian  virtues^  and  alfo  by  avoiding  all  dafhonefty 
and  injuftice,  pride  and  paflion,  malice  and. revengCi 
bittemefs  and  evil-fpeaking,  and  every  thing  tiuit  may 
beget  prejudice  in  the  carnal  world  againft  Chriftiani- 
ty,  who  are  too  ready  to  impute  the  faults  of  its^pro- 
feflbrs  to  the  religion  itfelf.  Private  Chriftiafis  alfo 
may  bring  their  healing  prayers  and  tears,  and  poor 
them  out  before  the  Lord  in  behalf  o£  the  difeafed 
land.  They  may  2&  faith  on  the  blood  of  Chrifti  our 
fovereign  balm,  and  plead  it  with  God,  **  Lord,  tvas 
not  this  blood  (bed  for  the  wounds  of  the  church,  as 
well  as  of  particular  believers  1  Is  it  not  by  Cbrift's 
ftripes  the  church  muft  be  healed,  as  well  as  every  in* 
dividual  member  ?  Lard,  thou  haft  a  tender  fympathy 
with  every  member  in  diflrefs,  and  wilt  thou  not  much 
more  regard  the  whole  body  !  Lord,  (he  whom  thou 
loveft  is  fick,  and  nothing  can  fave  her  life  but  the 
balm  of  Gtlead  :  This,  thou  alone  haft,  and  none  elC: 
can  apply  it.  Make  hafte  unto  her,  O  God  of  Zion^ 
thou  art  her  help  and  deliverer :  O  Lord,  make  no  tar- 
xying,  let  thy  power  be  prefent  to  heal  her.**  Thus 
we  fee  men  of  all  ranks  may  be  ufeful  as  U2]der*phyfi« 
cians  for  healing  a  fick  land. 

.  Ohjefi.  Sut,  fay  fome,  the  cafe  of  the  church  and 
land  feems  defperate,  and  her  wounds  incurablei  and 
V^h^t  thep  can  b^  done  by  us  for  her  ^ 
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jtftf^  Howrrex  chingeroushear  cafe  may  be,,  yet  it  is 
not  quite  fa'dcfpente,  as  to  make  us  gtyo. over  all 
hopes  amd  endeavours.'  I  ibewed  before  what  grounds 
of  hope  we  have  yet  left  os.  And  though  the  caie  were 
more  defperate  than  it  is»  we  ought  ftill  to  be  inithe  ufe 
of  appointed  sieans^  axul  never  diftruft  God  in  any 

.  ftrait  whatfoeven  We  ought  always' to  iool&  to  htm, 
who  is  '*  wife  ip  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftFcngth,.''  Job 
ix.  4«  And  remember  the  Lord's  quellion  to  Abraham 
in  a  deiperate  cafe.  Gen.  xyiii.  14,  *^  U  any^thkifi^  too 
hard  for  the  Lord  !"  Unbelief  ftumbieth  at  God's 
power,  when  it  feeth  no  vifible  means  or  inftsumcnts 
tor  bringing  events  about,  not  confidering  how  eafy  it 
is  for  Godj  MFhen  he  doth  not  find  means,  to  create 
them }  and,  when  he  pleafeth,  even  to  work  without 
them.  •  It  is  the  property  of  true  faith  not  to  makehafte, 
4>r  prelcribe  to  God,  as  to  means  or  times  of  im>rking, 
but  ta  wait  his  leifure,  and  depend  upoa  him,  in  th*: 
greateft  extrcoiities. 

It  puts  honour  upon  God,  to  truft  him  when  our 

.cafe  feems  moft  hopelefs,  and  even  to  make  the  defpe- 
r^tenefs  of  our  cafe  an  argument  in  prayer  to  God,  and  . 
a  ground  for  faith  to  faften  upon,  fo  as  to  plead  with 
him  the  more  earneflly  and  confidently  for  help,,  and 
to  fay,  ^'  Lord,  it  will  be  the  more  for  thy  honour  and 
glory,  to  undertake  the  cure  of  our  difeafe,  when  mat- 
ters are  come  to  this  extremity,  that  all  befides  are  giv- 
mg  over  our  cafe  as  hopelefs.  and  defperate.  The  news 
of  the  balm  of  Gilead,  and  the  Phyfician  there^  fliould 
ftrengthen  our  faith,  and  fupport  our  hopes  under  the 
moii  deadJy  difeafe,  and  make  us  lift  up  our  head^  and 
look  out  for  him.  As  old  Jacob,  when  he  was  juft  a« 
dying,  yet  at  the  news  of  his  ion  Jo&ph's  being  near, 
ha  ftren^cned  himfelf,  and  iat  up  on  his  bed  expect:- 
ing.him  ;  fo  (hould  we,  when  ready  to  faint  on  the  bed 
pf  our  languifliing  cafe,  endeavour  to  lift  up  our  hearts 
at  the  good  news  of  the  balm  and  Phyficiaa  of  Ifrael, 
and  fay,  Is  not  Jefus  Chrift  the  great  Phyfician  com- 
0iiifioned  by  the  Father  to  heal  a  poor  wounded  church 
and  land  !  This  is  the  time  of  her  need  and  greit  Unit, 
and  a  proper  feafon  for  him  to  (lep  in  for  help.    Both 

in 


26  The  Bafm  ofGlteai.  Scr.  Viir. 

in  fcripturc  and  experience  ^rc  find  the  time  of  the 
church's  extremity  is  God's  ufunl  opportunity  of  work- 
ing and  appearing  for  her,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ifaac,  when 
at  the  point  of  being  facrificed,  and  alfo  irt  the  cafe  of 
the  Jews,  when  ready  to  be  cut  off  by  Hamjin's  bloody 
plot.  When  there  was  but  an  hair*s  breadth  betwixt 
them  and  dcftruftion,  God  ftcpped  in  and  favcd  them. 
It  is  in  the  mount  that  the  Lord  will  be  feen ;  fo  thef 
text  may  be  rendered.  Gen.  xxii.  14. 

^eft.  Why  doth  God  let  the  dillrefs  of  his  churcK 
and  people  come  to  fuch  extremity,  before  he  interpofc 
for  them  ?  -         . 

At^s^  He  dofh  it  for  glorious  and  wife  ends  :  J.  Ta 
gibrify  his  wifdom  in  finding  out  a  remedy,  when  wi 
can  fee  no  appearance  of  it.  The  Phyfician's  Ikilf  ij^ 
beft  difcovered  in  martering  a  difterT*per,  when  It  is  be- 
come moft  inveterate  and  hopelcfs. 

2-  To  (hew  his  pity  and  compaflion  to  his  people, 
when  their  condition  is  moft  deftitute.  Diavid  depend- 
ed upon  God's  pity  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pfalm  xxvii.  lO; 
•*  When  my  father  and  mother  forfake  me,  then  the 
Lord  will  take  me  up.^  So  when  enemies  think  Gdd 
hath  forgotten  his  church,  and  men  have  caft  het  ofl^ 
and  they  begin  to  fcoffat  Zion,  and  call  her  an  outcaft^ 
then  God  feeth  meet  to  (hew  his  pity,  to  take  her  ua* 
der  his  care,  and  heal  her  wounds,  Jer.  xxx.  16,  17. 

3,  To  excite  the  fpirit  of  prayer  in  his  people.  It 
was  for  that  end  the  Lord  luflFered  his  people  to  l?e 
brought  to  great  extremity  at  the  Red  Sea,  Exod.  xiv. 
10.  "  The  children  of  Ifrael  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  be- 
hold the  Egyptians  marched  after  them,  and  they  were 
fore  afraid,  and  cried  unto  the  Lord."  When  they 
were  in  great  diftrefs  they  cried  to  the  Lord,  but  not 
before.  So  Chrxft  flcpt  in  the  fhip,  and  let  the  tempeft 
rife  to  a  great  height,  to  bring  his  difciples  to  their 
knees.  Mat.  viii.  24.  25.  "  They  came  and  awoke  hini» 
fciying,  Lord  fa? e  us,  we  perifh.*'  At  fuch  a  time  their 
prayeis  are  doubled,  and  moft  fervent,  as  in  Pfal.  cxxiii. 
3.  *•  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us,  for  wc  are  exceedingly  filled  with  contempt.**  And 
it  n  to  be  ohftiyed,  when  fuch  a  fpirit  of  fervent  prayer 
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is  poured  put  upon  the  church,  it  is  a  fure  orcfage  of 
her  ^<iife(fQne&  ruin ;  fo  we  fee  it  was  in  Zecn.  xiu  9. 
lo-  **  I  will  feck  to  deilroy  all  the  nations  that  .come 
againlt  J^ru&tcm ;  and  I  will  pour  upon  the  inhabitants 
cf  Jtrufiilcm  th?  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplications.** 
If  t|lU  fpirit  wtre  ptoured  out  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
SjCO|lan4;  it  would  be  a  good  prefage  of  the  Lord's  ap- 
pearing for  ner* 

4.  God  puts  off  to  extremity,  to  draw  out  his  peo* 
pie's  faith  ai)d  dependence  whoUy  upon  himfclf.  .  He 
cuts  off  the  branches  of  earthly  fu[iporrsj  to  make  them 
clafp  to  the  body  of  the  tree^  even  to  him  who  is  the 
•everlafting  Go^  j  and  to  bring  them  to  reiie£l  upon 
what  he  hath  done  for  them  in  former  extremities,  and 
to  a£l  faith  upon  his  power  and  pity,  which  he  exerted 
fqr  them' in  days  cf  old.  Thus  did  Jchofhaphat  in  his 
great  ftrait,  2  Chron.  xx  7,  12.  ^*  Art  thou  not  our 
God,  who  didd  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  this  land 
before  thy  people  ?  We  have  no  might  againft  this  great 
company  that  cometh  stgainll  us,  neither  know  \ve  what 
to  do^  but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee/'  God  would  have 
t}ie  deliverances  he  hach  given  us  in  former  ftraits,  U> 
4raw  out  our  faith  upon  him  in  new  trials,  and  iience 
he  fays,  to  Ifrael,  when  under  fear^  of  the  Canaanites^ 
Deut.  vii.  18.  **  Thou  (lialt  not  be  afraid  of"  theb,  but 
ihall  well  remember  what  the  Lord  thy  God  did  unto 
Pharaoh  ^nd  ali  Egypt.** 

5.  To  humble  his  people,  and  bring  down  the  pride 
of  their  hearts.  G^kI  brought  his  people  to  great  ex- 
tremities in  the.wildernefs,  and  his  great  defign  therein 
was  to  humble  themj  as  he  tells  them,  Deut.  viii.  2. 
There  is  a  woful  root  of  pride- in  mens  heart  that  muft 
be  broken  and  fubdued,  before  they  can  be  meet  for 
heaven.  This  root  is  oft  breaking  out  in  difcontent, 
murmuring,  quarrelling,. bitteniefp,  paflion,  and  back- 
yrardnefs  to  fubniit  to  God's  will.  Now  it  coits  much 
labour  and  pains  to  bring  down  fuch  proud  hearts  to 
the  will  of  God;  they  muft  even  be  reduced  to  great 
extremities,  befoie  they  be  fufficiently  humbled,  and 
brought  calmly  to  fubniit,  without  any  rifing  of  heart 
ajjainlt  God.     Hence  it  is  faid,  Pfal.  cv;ii-   1 2.  "  He 
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hffOQghr  damxk  thdr  bean  vidi  bboer."  Aad 
if  \%  a  happy  prcta^c  ar-<i  for-ritsn-ir  cf  Goif»|^ 
appminf;  fcr  hii  pcGp'Ci  vben  the  premd  fwcflii^  of 
their  hearts  are  qaeiied,  and  rbtj  are  brovfEhc  to  a  filcnt 
fubmifRon  uoaer  his  hudt  PuL  iti.  io.  **  Be  ftSI  lai 
know  that  I  am  Go^,  I  wiii  be  ezzked  among  the  Hca- 
then,"  &c. 

6.  To  cake  hi»  people  on  froo:  ait  creacurc  confiden- 
ces and  lying  refuges,  which  thr  j  are  prone  to  look  to 
in  (traits  and  difficulties.  Great  ezuemities  dvifeacii 
from  truftin^  in  the  arm  of  fleih,  and  canfe  tLem  to 
flee  to  the  arm  of  Jehovah,  wish  whom  is  everlaftiog 
ftrcngth.  In  fuch  cafes  they  are  made  to  crj,  as  in 
PfiL  Ix.  If.  ''  O  God  gire  ub  help  from  trouble^  for 
vain  is  the  help  of  man.**  Then  it  is  wc  are  beft  qua- 
lified to  receive  help  from  God,  when  we  are  brought 
to  (jwn  tlie  infufEciency  of  cre;itures  to  relieve  us*  and 
fupply  our  needs.  The  man  that  had  the  lunatic  child 
in  fad  diilrefs,  was  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  a  cuv  to 
him  from  Chrifl,  when  he  came  to  be  humbled  by  his 
difappointments,  to  have  his  eyes  turned  away  from  aS 
human  help,  and  was  glad  to  apply  to  Chrift  as  his  laft 
refuge,  Matth.  xvii.  14,  15,  &c.  There  we  fee  he 
came  and  humbly  kneeled  down  before  him,  faying^ 
'*  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  my  fon,  for  he  islunaticy  and 
fore  vexed,  &c.  And  I  brought  him  to  thy  difdples, 
and  they  could  not  cure  him."  As  if  he  had  laid, 
**  Lord,  the  cafe  is  defperate  and  incurable  as  to  hu- 
man help,  and  therefore  I  muft  look  to  thee  alone  for 
a  cure  \  I  have  now  none  elfe  to  go  to  but  thyfelL" 
Wipll  then,  faid  our  Lord,  fmce  that  is  the  cafe  mth 
thee,  **  Bring  him  hither  to  me/'  ver  17.  and  he  pre- 
fcntiy  cured  him.  O  that  every  one  would  bring  their 
tiefperate  dilcafes,  in  like  maimer,  llraight  to  Chrift, 
with  hearts  humbled  by  dilappoincments,  weaned  from 
4 reature- confidences,  and  depending  on  Chrift  as  dicir 
cr.ly  Phylician,  and  alli'utficient  heip.  Were  wc  once. 
brought  to  this  frame,  Chriil  would  in  mercy  ftep  in 
inrt  lav,  ••  Bring  tlie  difeale  hither  to  me."  It  is  fufo- 
W  owing  t-o  our  net  commg  off  from  ourfehx*,  and 
*ron>  aii  creature  help,  zr\(i   vc  onr  irot  tringing  chit 
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cafes  to  Chrifl:  imtnediatelyi  that  our  dlfeafes  are  fo 
\xm^  continued. 

From  all  which  the  wifdom  of  God  doth  manifeftly 
appear,  in  letting  his  church  and  people  be  brou^Tht  to 
great  extremities^  before  he  interpofe  for  their  help  and 
relief.  But  feeing  thefe  extremities  are  Chrift's  oppor- 
tunities for  manifefting:  forth  his  glory,  we  ought  not 
to  deipair  in  the  darkeft  cafe,  but  always  ''  to  look  to 
and  wait  upon  him  that  hideth  himfelf  from  the  houfe 
of  Jacob.**  Nay,  we  {houH  do  it,  even  then  when  we 
fee  erery  min  with  his  hand»  on  his  loins  in  the  utmofl: 
anguifh  and  agony,  as  women  in  travail,  like  thofe  in 
Jer.  zxx.  64  7.  where  we  fee  a  mod  fuirpriiing  inftance 
of  God*8  mercy  to  Jacob,  even  then  when  his  trouble 
comes  to  that  extremity,  that  nothing  in  the  world  could 
match  it ;  he  pities  him,  and  fubjoins  that  merciful 
word,  "  But  he  fliall  be  laved  out  of  it." 

And  it  (hould  encohragc  us  the  more  to  look  to  snd 
wait  upon  God,  in  this  dark  day,  when  we  hear  of  his 
mercy  and  goodntfs  in  pitying  other  nations  and  coun- 
tries, when  in  melancholy  circumftances,  by  granting  a 
down-pouring  of  his  Spirit  on  them  for  reviving  his  de- 
cayed work,  and  for  convincing  and  converting  multi- 
tudes of  perifhing  fouls  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel; 
making  them  cry,  "  What  fhall  we  do  to  be  faved  ?'* 
and  giving  them  no  reil  till  they  clofe  with  Chrifl:  their 
Surety,  and  beccms  new  creatures.  And  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  God  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  begin 
this  work  in  New- England,  and  other  parts  of  Ameri- 
ca, at  a  time  when  they  abounded  with  complaints  of 
darknefs  and  deadnefs,  decay  of  religion,  backiliding, 
woful  errors  and  diviOons,  as  it  is  in  Scotland  at  this 
day.  Thefe  late  furpriiing  and  well  attcfted  inftanccs 
of  God's  mercy  and  fovereign  grace,  do  flicw  us  how 
cafy  it  is  for  God  to  bring  his  balm  to  a  difeafed  land, 
\vhcn  in  the  moil  hopelefs  cafe ;  and  to  qualify  and 
raife  up  inftroments  to  preach  his  gofpel  with  fuch 
energy  and  power,  as  to  roufe  multitudes  of  fecure 
f6u}d,  and  make  theni  "  fly  to  Chiift  in  clouds,  and  like 
ilocks  of  doves  to  their  windows.*'  He  can  take  away 
the  *'  fins  of  a  land  in  one  dav,  and  make  a  nation  to 
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horn  at  once.  He  can  flicw  wonders  to  the  dead,  and 
make  the  dead  arife  and  praife  him."  So  that  none 
(bould  didruit  hit'i  in  the  mod  defperate  condition^ 

Well,  then,  feeing  Chrift  is  a  Phy/ician,  fo  full  of 
power,  and  alfo  full  of  compaffion,  whence  is  it  that 
our  difeafed  land  is  urhe-iled,  and  multitudes  are  daily 
dying  of  their  wounds  ?  Surely  the  blame  is  not  to  be 
laid  upon  Chrift,  but  upon  ourfelves,  and  our  utiwiU- 
ingnefs  to  come  to  him.  Ah  !  we  chufe  death,  rather 
than  healing  from  Chrift.  He  may  take  up  that  com- 
plaint againft  us,  as  he  did  againft  the  Jews  in  the  days 
of  his  flefli  \  **  Ye  will  not  come  to  me  that  ye  might 
get  healing,  and  live  :  How  oft  would  I  have  gathered 
you  to  be  healed,  but  ye  would  not  V*  And  thus  he 
complained  of  their  fathers  alfo,  Pf.  Ixxxi.  "  My  pco- 

Ele  would  not  hearken   to   my  voice  ;   Ifracl  would 
ave  none  of  me  !"    Oh  !   my  dear  friends,  arc  you   ' 
to  follow  their  curfed  example,  to  rejrft   your  heal- 
er ?  Or  what  are  you  refolving  to  do  ?    What  think 
ye  of  Chrift  the  PhyfiLian  }  Do  you  believe  our  report 
of  him,  or  no  }  The  people  of  other  nations  are  giTxng 
car  and  believing  our  report  of  him,  and  flocking  to 
him  to  be  healed,  and  why  do  you  fit  ftill  ?  Are  they. 
yielding  and  fubmitting  to  Chrift,  a<  their  Saviour  and 
Lord  ?  Are  they  putting  the  crown  on  his  head,  and 
doing  him  honou.*  ?  Why  then  ihculd  ye  be  the  lafl  to 
brii  g  back  the  King  to  his  houfe  ?  Will  ye  be  the  laft 
that  will  do  him  honour  as  a  King,  or  give  him  em- 
ployment as  a  Phyficim  >  Have  ye  not  as  much  need 
of  him,  and  as  many  wounds  and  dif^iifcs  as  others  ?  O 
come  then  alfo,  t..ke  the  gcfpel  balm,  and  glorify  the 
Phyfician  of  Ifracl.     Amen. 
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The  Gloiy  of  the  Miniftration  of  the  GofpeU 
SERMON    IX. 

On  2  Cor,  iu.  8.  How  fh all  not  the  mmijl ration  ofihie  Sfii'^ 
rit  be  rxitber  glorious  ? 

TN  this  chapter  the  apoftle  runs  a  comparifon  between 
*  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  the  law  of  Mofes 
and  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift,  and  ihews  the  txccllency  of 
the  latter  above  the  former.     He  cills  the  Old-  Tefla- 
ment-difpenfation,  or  law  of  M  >fes,  the  "  miniftration 
of  death  and  condemnation  ;"  becaufe  it  difcovered  fin, 
and  denounced  curfes  again ll  it  \  and  the  law  was  gi- 
ven with  thunder,  lightening,  and  much  terror.     Yet, 
at  the  fame  time,    (he  fays)   this  difperfatic?n  was  in 
ibme  refpedls  glorious,  ver.  7.     Why  ?  It  was  g'orious 
in  the  minifter  of  it,  Mofes,  who  had  a  (hinlng  glory 
in  his  face  wheo  he  brought  the  tables  down  from  the 
inouiit*     Glorious,  in  regard  of  the  glorious  manifcfta- 
tion  of  God  at  the  giving  of  the  law  :  Glorious,  in  re- 
fpeft  of  the  gofpel  difcoveries  which  were  made  by  the 
types  and  facrifices  of  the  Old  Teftament.     But  then, 
the  apoftle  (hews,  that  the  gofpel  difpenfation  did  far 
excel  it  in  glory,  and  on  that  account  callb  it  the  •*  mi- 
niftration of  life,"  becaufe  it  poin.ed  out  the  way  to  life 
and  falvation  in  a  plainer  manner  :  And  the  *^   mini- 
ftration of  righteoufnefs,"  becaufe  it  difcovered  a  per- 
fe6l  righteoufnefs  for  finners  to  reft  upon.  Alfo  he  calls 
it  in  the  text  the  **  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,"  becaufe 
of  the  great  effufion  of  the  Spirit  that  attended  the  gof* 
pel-difpcnf  ition,  cfpecially  in  the  firft  ages.     The  Holy 
Spirit  did  then  remarkably  "  bear  teftimony  to  the  word 
of  his  grace,"  by  his  inward  operations  upon  the  hearers 
of  it.     And  this  was  it  that  made  the  miniftration  of 
the  gofpel  far  more  glorious  than  that  of  the  law  \  for 
M  2  under 
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under  the  law,  there  was  but  little  of  the  Spirit  let  out 
for  the)  converfion  of  fouls,  in  refpefi  of  what  was  gnren 
under  the  gofpeK  The  out  letting  of  theSpirit^  in  fuch 
an  abundant  manner,  made  the  gofpel-difpenfation  far 
more  glorioufi  than  that  of  the  legal ;  which  giYCS 
ground  for  the  following  obfervation : 

DoElrine  The  effufion  of  the  Spirit  with  a  preached 
gofpel,  makes  a  very  glorious  difpenfation.  Which  I 
Ihall  handle  in  the  following  method. 

1.  Premife  fonie  things  concerning  the  nature  and 
office  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

II.  Shew  when  the  gofpel  may  be  faid  to  be  a  mini- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  to  the  hearers  of  it. 

III.  That  there  are  fome  remarkable  feafons  when  a 
preached  gofpel  may  be  called  the  miniftration  of  the 
Spirit  in  an  eminent  way. 

IV.  Enquire  in  what  refpeSs  the  miniftration  of  the 
Spirit  is  a  glorious  difpenfation. 

V.  Make  application. 

I;  Theory?  thing  propofed  is,  to  premife  fon\e 
things  concerning  the  nature  and  office  of  the  holy  Spi- 
rit. And,  I .  The  word  Spirit,  in  the  Hebrew  ruach, 
in  the  Greek  pneuma,  fignifies  iwW,  air^  or  breathing. 
It  is  fometimcs  ufed  to  point  forth  the  nature  and  cf- 
fence  of  God  abftradly,  as  in  John  iv.  24.  "  Grod  is  a 
Spirit,  and  they  that  \vcrfhip  him,  muft  worfliip  him 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth.'*  But  mod  commaply  it  doth 
iignify,  as  in  tiic  text,  the  third  perfon  of  the  bo/y  Tri* 
7iity\  And  fometimcs  he  is  called  the  Spirit  of  the  Fa- 
ther^ and  fometimes  the  spirit  cf  the  Sortf  which  fhews 
their  oneneJSy  nntf  thiit  fte  proceeds  from  both. 

2.  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  undertaking  in  the 
covenant  of  redemption,  and  his  facrifice  on  the  crofs, 
obtained  the  nr.iniftration  cf  the  Holy  Spirit  to  an 
dert  v^orld.  This  great  gift  and  bleffing,  which  iaof 
insiljmable  value,  is  our  dear  Lord's  purchafe  and  le- 
r.-xcy  to  his  people,  which  he  defigned  for  to  fupplyj  his 
bodily  ?.bfencs  from  them  when  he  went  to  heaven ; 
John  xvi.  7,  8.  "  If  I  depart  I  will  fend  him  unto  you, 
and  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove,":  &c.  The  Spirit^ 
bcini;  Child's  legacy  and  donation,  fl-ould  much  en- 
dear 
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■dear  die -gift  to  us.  Some  would  rejoice  to  poflefs  a 
.reUque  or  any  thing  that  belonged  to  our  Saviuur  in  t!ie 
days  of  his  fle(h.  The  Papifts  boafl  of  fome  bits  pf  the 
tree  whereon  he  fuffered I  though  Chrift  left  no  fucli 
thinpps  for -our  ufc  or  devotion  :  But  her?  is  ^  prtciou^ 
relique  and  legacy,^which  Chrift,  in  love  to  his  pcopl*", 
left  them  when  gomp  away,  even  his  holy  Spirit,  as  iiis 
-  refidenr,  to  abide  with  them  for  ever. 

3.  The  church,  under  the  Old .  reftamcnt,  had  a 
certain  mtafurc  of  the  Spirit  given  her  upon.  Chrift's 
account.  But  the  gre.it  effufion  of  the  Spirit  was  rc- 
feived  to  the  New  Teftameut  times,  and  given  after 
Chr.ft's  afcenfion,  according  to  hisblefled  compaQ  with 
the  Father,  Ads  ii.  3^.  This  promife  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  called  the  promife y  by  way  of  cminency,  as  in- 
cluding all  the  reft.  And  this  eilufion  was  frequently 
foretold  as  the  great  privilege  of  gofpeUtimes,  Ifa.  xxxv. 
6,  7.  and  xliv.  3.  Ezek.  xi.  9.  and  xxxvi.  27.  Joel.  ii. 
28,  29.  So  that,  let  men  reproach  the  Holy  Spirit 
with  his  influences  and  operations  as  they  willj  he  was 
prophcfied  of  and  expefted  of  old,  as  the  great  hfcfling 
under  the  gofpel :  And  men's  defpifiiig  him  now  as 
they  do,  is  but  a  fulfilling  of  ChriU's  word,  John  xiv, 
17.  "  Yet  the  world  cannot  receive  him,  becaufe  it 
neither  feeth  nor  knoweth  him  :"  That  is,  they  have 
no  experience  of  his  workVin  them.  But  for  us  not  to 
own  and  avow  the  Spirit  of  God  in  his  work  and  ope- 
rations, is-  in  effed  to  be  afliamed  of  ChrilVs  precious 
promife  and  legacy  which  he  left  us,  and  to  be  guilty 
of  the  bafcft  ingratitude  to  our  dear  Redeemer* 

4.  The  great  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  ele£l  fouls, 
18  to  be  the  applier  of  Chrift  a  purchafc  to  them,  which 

.  he  doth  by  "  teaching  them  and  guiding  them  into  all 
truth,"  John'xiv.  iG,  and  xvi.  13.  '*  By  convincing  and 
Tcproving  them  of  fin,"  John  xvi.  7.  "  By  renewing 
and  fanftifying  their  fouls,*'  Tit.  iii.  5.  i  Pet.  i.  2. 
*'  By  mortifyin;^  and  fubduing  fin  in  them,'*  Rom  viii, 
13.  ^'  By  helping  their  infirmities  in  prayer,  and  in- 
terceding for  them,"  Rom.  viii.  26.  By  cofn/crtifig 
them  and  ivitnejftng  tq  their  adoption,  John  xiv.  lO. 

Rom* 
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RofT.  vni.  16.  Wherffore,  fccinp  the  Holy  Ghoft  ii 
thr  ppplirr  of  Chrift's  purchafr,  and  is  promifed  by 
Clirilt  to  fupply  his  ahfcncc  to  us,  le  ought  to  be  re- 
ccivtfd  and  valued  as  the  great  blefTing  of  the  gofpel- 
churrh. 

5.  Chrift  h:\th  taught  us  to  mnke  the  giving  of  hit 
Holv  .Sj  Irit,  tbe  chief  petition  and  principal  blefling  WC 
fliouln  .  (k  of  Go),  J.uke  xi  9,  10.  and  ii.  12,  13. 
There  he  fijiiriu  u*^  to  he  in)portun;<te  for  this  blcfling^ 
to  "sik,  to  f(*i  k,  to  knock  ;  and,  for  our  encourage menti 
he  promifes,  vcr  13  that  "  cur  l.e«vcnly  Father  (had 
give  the  holy  Spirit  to  them  that  2&  him.**  So  the  a.- 
poftle  Paul  pr,iys  for  tlic  inward  operation;:  of  the  Spirit 
to  the  EphefianSy  as  the  gieateft  bleffin};  he  can  feekfor 
th<  m,  F.ph.  iii  16.  For  it  is  he  that  works  faith,  lore, 
joy,  peace,  metknefs,  and  all  other  graces  in  uSj  Gal. 
V.  22. 

IL  The/rtTwrf  thing  in  the  method,  is,  to  (hew  when 
the  ^ofpcl  ir.ay  be  faid  to  be  the  miniftration  of  the 
Spirit  to  the  hearers  of  it.  And  it  is  fo  when  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit  doth  concur  with  the  preaching  of  tlic  word, 
for  milking  faving  imprefiions  upon  men's  hearts  and 
confciences,  and  gracious  changes  in  their  lives  and 
convcrfptions.     As,  for  in  (lance, 

1.  When  he  is  pleafed  to  make  clofe  and  particular 
application  of  th«  reproofs  and  threatenings  of  the  word 
to  the  Tinner's  c^nfcience,  faying,  as  Nathan  to  David, 
*«  Thou  art  the  man,"  thou  art  the  guihv  (inner  that  is 
threatened,  curfed,  and  condemned  by  the  law.  Thy 
life  is  unholy,  thy  nature  is  polluted,  thy  heart  is  full 
of  plagues  \  yea,  thy  foul  is  black  with  (in,  and  hateful 
in  the  fight  of  a  holy  God  !  And  what  wilt  thou  do  to 
be  faved  ? 

2.  When  the  arrows  of  con  virion  are  fo  fadened  in 
the  confcienct,  that  the  man  cannot  (hake  them  out  ; 
he  hath  got  fuch  difcoveries  of  fin's  evil  and  the  foul's 
danger,  that  his  mind  cannot  be  eafy :  No  earthly 
comfort  or  enjoyment  can  iatisfy  him  while  he  is  with^ 
in  the  (lood-mark  cf  wrath.  He  becomes  anxious  and 
inquihtivc  after  the  way  of  falvation,  as  thofe,  Afts  ii. 
37.  and  svi.  30.    His  quellions  arc  not.  What  (hall 

I  do 
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Ldoforhealditoa  fickly  body?  Or  for  bread  to  a 
pinched  family  ?  But  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  from 
tfaie  wrath  that  is  come  ? 

3.  The  goi^el  is  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  to  the 
hearers,  when  they  are  brought  to  defpair  of  help  and 
deliverance  by  any  courfe  or  contrivance  of  their  own  9 
aad  are  driven  from  all  other  refuges  befide^s  Chrift* 
When  they  are  made  to  fee,  that  no  ordinance,  no  du* 
ties  nor  performancee,  no  frames,  no  righteoufnefs  nor 
attainments  of  their  own,  can  (kreen  from  wr^th,  114^ 
yield  any  reft  to  the  fole  of  their  foot.  When  they  are 
convinced  they  are  in  a  fliipwrecked  periihing  ftate  in 
the  firft  Adam,  and  that  they  have  no  othrr  planlc  of 
ialvation  to  trail  to  but  Jtfus  Chrift.the  fecond  Adam. 
When  they  fee  themfelves  (inking  upon  the  broken  bot- 
tom of  the  old  covenant,  and  that  there  is  no  way  lo 
be  faved  but  to  leap  from  it  to  the  rock  of  falvation, 
Cbrift,  and  only  to  truft  to  and  hang  by  the  clefts  of 
that  rock. 

4.  The  Spirit  concurs,  when  the  flinty  rock  Is  turn- 
ed into  a  water^pool,  as  in  Pfal.  cx:v«  8.  that  is,  when 
the  hard  heart  is  foftened  and  melted  down  into  ftrcams 
of  penitential  tears  for  (in,  both  original  arid  a^Udl  \ 
and  particularly  for  wounding  and  piercing  of  Chrift 
by  (in,  and  for  long  (lighting  htm  and  keeping  nim  at 
the  door  of  the  heart :  and  when  the  foul  is  brought  to 
be  deeply  humbled  for  mifpent  time,  mifimproved  fab- 
baths,  offers  of  free  grace,  days  of  health,  and  precious 
opportunities  of  falvation. 

5«  The  gofpel  is  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,  when 
thereby  light  doth  (bine  into  the  underftariding,  di(co- 
vering  the  excellency  of  the  remedy  provitled  for  UrX 
(inners,  the  ability  and  fulnefs  of  Chrill,  the  fuificf'^p- 
cy  of  his  righteoufne(s,  and  the  fuitableucfs  of  his  of- 
fices and  covenant  for  all  our  wants  and  mifenc?.  A. id 
when  the  foul's  defires  are  excited  aft^r  Chriit  ;.«u  ial- 
vation through  him,  and  made  to  cry,  **  O  that  T  ^w^w 
where  to  find  him  !  O  (aw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  .ov- 
eth  ?'  And  when  the  foul  is  brought  to  ftrong  pufpof^rs 
and  refolutions  to  venture  to  Chnft  and  cait  icfcii'  at  ula 

feet. 
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feet,  A^ying,  "  I  will  go  into  the  King,  if  I  perlfli,  I 
periih." 

6.  When  co'-vlncccl  HnneTS  arc  determined  to  fall  iff 
with  the  pofpel  device  of  falvailon  through  Chriftt 
heirti'y  to  jprirve  i-f  ii,  reriouncc  their  own  righteouf* 
nefs  for  ?.  Suri.rvV  li^htLr.ufi  eis,  accept  of  Chrift  in  all 
LiFcffi'^s,  2T'r^  f-jfTclcr  thLnfw'vCii  unto  the'LonL 
And  wfi^n  thry  -^re  h^ou^^t  tu  liate  Hr,  as  tl^e  enemy 
and  nurc-eTtr  *f  Chi  id,  and  to  be  willing  to  cut  off  a 
light  hand  ^nd  pluck  out  a  ri^ht  eye  for  Chrift,  and  to 
fay  with  Ephriir.:,  **  Whra  have  I  to  do  any  more  witb 
idol? :"  and  w  itli  David,  "  Depart  from  me.  ye  cvil» 
doers,  1  wi'.I  keep  the  conim;;ndmcnt5  of  my  God  " 

7.  rhe  gcfpe!  i?  the  ir.inillration  of  the  Spirit,  whem. 
the  hearts  of  hearers  arc  ioi  fed  from  the  world  and  car-* 
nal  tilings,  r.nd  brcughr  to  foiv.c  meafure  of  fpirituali"- 
ty  and  fixednefs  in  Goal's  ftivice,  and  to  find  more  de- 
light and  fatiifacticn  theiciii,  than  in  si!  temporal  en- 
joyments, and  to  fiiy,  "  A  day  in  God's  courts  is  bet- 
ter to  us  than  a  thcufand  elfewhcrc.  Blcfled  arc  thcf 
that  dwell  in  tly  houfe."' 

8.  When  thty  fi:d  life  and  vigour  put  in  all  their 
graces,  their  friiih  flrengthcned,  and  ihtir  love  w^rtned 

^to  Chrift  above  all  things  -,  the  wiiid  blows  on  their 
gardens,  and  the  fplces  flow  out.  They  have  fenubie 
liberty  and  loofing  of  bends  in  ihcir  approaches  to 
God  5  their  clegs  and  firaitenings  are  removed,  and 
they  arc  raifcd  above  their  ordinary  fiamc  in  prayert 
Their  hcaits  i:  di:e  good  matter,  their  tongue  is  like 
the  pen  of  a  rcaJy  writer  concerni«ig  the  Kng  ;*  their 
own  hearts  me't  into  tea;-i  of  io\c  and  affedion  to 
Chriifc,  ard  t}:eir  wcrds  reiich  othcv.s  about  tJieni  with 
a  ple«ife»nt  pcrfui.-ie,  ai.d  wcr.n  their  heiiits  tuo. 

9.  When  gclpel-hcarcri  do  find  the  Grdin.\ncc8  blef- 
feu  means  of  cc n.a  union  and  intcrcourfe  with  God,  fo 
that  they  get  fwiv^et  difcovtiies  or*  the  be.iuty  of  Chrift 
and  holinefG,  thi.y  are  cn^iblcd  to  plead  and  feed  upon 
the  promifcf,  th^y  havv  p.acvr  ar.d  jt»y  in  btiievmjj,  their 
doubts  are  removed,  aiic-  they  approaLh  to  the  afiur- 
ance  of  Gcd's  favour,  of  pardon  ot  iir:,  and  future  glo- 
ry :  They  ljr?aui'j  aficr  a  full  ccnfcrc^ity  to  Chriii  and 

hi» 
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US  iniage,  that  holinefs  may  be  perfedied  m  thrm,  and 
he  top-ftonc  put  upon  the  work  of  grace.  That  they 
nay  wtt,  no  more  complaints  of  indwelling  (int  and 
mpeifeA  fenrices*  And,  under  a  fenfe  of  God's  loTt 
n  Chrifti  they  endeavour  to  walk  tenderly  and  cir« 
:uinfpe£tlyi  to  make  their  light  (hine  before  men,  and 
:o  gtorify  God  upon  the  eatth.  Then  it  is,  and  in  the 
>tmr  cafes  above  mentioned,  that  the  gofpel  may  be 
[kid  to  be  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  to  the  hearers 
>f  it.  And  furely,  fuch  a  concurrence  and  effufion  of 
lie  Spirit,  with  the  preached  word,  would  make  it  a 
rery  glorious  difpenfation.  O  to  fee  fuch  remarkable 
cajfons  of  grace  f 

IIL  The  thiri  head  propofed,  was,  to  mention  fome 
>f  thofe  feafons  when  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  hath 
n  an  eminent  way  been  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit. 
3f  which  take  thefe  inflances  : 

!•  In  the  apoftles  times,  after  Chrift's  afcetifion^  ' 
^ete  was  a  wonderful  effufion  of  the  Spirit  with  the 
Sofpel  for  the  firft  planting  of  Chrlftianity  in  the  world, 
^cording  to  Chrift's  promife,  Luke  xxiv.  49.  AAa 
^  8»  Then  the  gofpel  was  a  glorious  miniftration  o£ 
^c  Spirit,  when  poor  illiterate  men  were  helped  to 
preach  with  fuch  powerful  convincing  energy,  that  their 
^ords  pierced  the  confciences,  and  changed  the  minds 
*nd  lives  of  thoufands  of  their  hearers  at  once.  And 
^oogb  their  doftrine  was  levelled  againft  the  pride  and 
corruption  of  mens  hearts,  and  tended  to  aboliih  the 
f^^gan  idolatry,  as  well  as  the  Jewiih  facrifices  and  ce- 
'cmonies  \  and  though  it  was  derided  by  the  learned 
^cn  of  that  age,  and  oppofcd  by  the  civil  powers  with 
^c  greateft  violence ;  yet,  under  all  thefe  difadvantages, 
^  fpread  with  amazing  fuccefs,  fo  that  in  twenty  or 
hitty  years  time,  and  before  the  apoftles  died,  the  got 
)e|  made  its  way  through  Judea,  Syria,  Greece,  AGa,  £• 
5ypt,  Europe^  and  the  whole  vaft  Roman  empire;  fo  that 
-^ery  provmce  in  it  had  plenty  of  its  profeflbrs.  It  was 
'^e  holy  Spirit  that  direfted  the  arrows  of  the  word  in- 
'O  the  confciences  of  men,  with  clear  and  convincing 
evidences  ot  the  truth  thereof,  and  confirmed  them  fo 
^  the  belief  of  it|  that  no  trial  nor  temptation  could 
Vol,  111.  N  (bake 
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fhake  them.  It  was  the  effunon  of  the  Spirit  with  the 
gofpcl  that  ^avc  the  apoftles  and  firft  preachers  fuch 
ex  raordinary  refolut  oiii  courage  and  hardinefoi  to  en- 
counter all  difficultitsi  to  bear  up  unc'er  the  greateft 
mileries  of  life,  and  joyfully  to  iacrifice  their  all  for 
Ch>i(l^  and  feal  their  do^rine  with  their  blood. 

2  The  gofpel  was  a  glorious  miniftration  of  the  Spi- 
rit at  ouf  refortnaUon  from  Pcpery  above  aoo  years  agO| 
whereby  our  rrfornoerb  were  aflifted  and  carried  thn^ 
the  grtateft  difficulties  and  oppofition  as  in  the  apoftks 
days*  It  was  a  fmall  mean  that  God  made  the  rife. of 
his  great  work  ;  to  wit,  Luther's  appearing  againft  Tei« 
elliuft  for  preaching  up  and  felling  his  indulgences.  Tet 
from  this  fpark,  fuch  a  fire  kindled,  that  fet  all  Europe 
in  a  flame,  and  enlightened  many  nations  that  were 
covered  with  the  thick  daiknefs  of  idolatry  and  fuper- 
ftition,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Such  were  the 
out-pouring  and  efficacy  of  the  Spirit  at  that  time,  that 
the  gofpel  made  a  fwift  progrefs  in  a  Qiort  fpace  by 
very  mesui  inftruments.  The  preachers  employed  were 
none  of  thofe  who  were  famed  in  the  world  in  that 
age  for  learning,  honour,  power,  or  greamelsi  butnften 
that  had  lived  in  obfcurity,  and  were  loaded  with  re- 

Soach  by  their  advtrfaries  \  fuch  as  Luther,  ZuingliiUi 
elan£)on,  Bucer,  Calvin,  Knox,  Wi(hart,  &c.  yet 
thefe  mean  men  went  forth  to  confront  thofe  powexSi    I 
which  then  made  the  earth  to  tremble,  to  wit,  the  Pope 
and  his  conclave  (whofe  power  was  then  mod  formi- 
dable) with  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  reft  of 
the  kings  of  Europr,  who  then  gave  their  power  to  the 
beaft.    Thefe  inftruments  had  no  outward  encourage- 
ment at  firftj  none  to  fupport  them,  but  all  the  world 
feemed  to  combine  againft  them  ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  all 
oppofition,  the  light  of  reformation  brake  up  more  and 
more ;  the  gofpel  was  preached  with  fuch  power,  that 
it  prevailed  againft  ell  the  powers  of  the  earth,  and 
fpread  from  city  to  city,  fo  that  in  a  few  years  many 
cities,  ftates  and  countries,  became  fubje^  to  the  truth, 
and  that  notwithftanding  the  bloody  fword  and  flames 
of  martyrdom  which  raged  againft  thofe  who  owned 
it.    O  what  a  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  did  at  that 

time 
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time  attend  Mr  George  Wiiharti  when  he  preadied  in 
thift  town  of  Dundee,  and  throu^^h  AngU9,  Lothian, 
and  feveral  places  of  the  weft  of  Scotland  !  how  won- 
derfully were  the  fpirits  of  men  then  raifed  and  affeA- 
ed  with  the  word  of  God  1 

3.  In  the  church  of  Scotland,  not  only  at  her  refor- 
matioh  from  Popery,  but  alfo  frequently  fince,  there 
have  been  folemn  times  of  the  out- pouring  of  the  Spi- 
rit upon  the  land,  and  feveral  places  thereof,  as  in  the 
year  i5$^6,  when  the  General  Afiemhly  renewed  the  na- 
tional covenant  in  the  little  kirk  at  £  linburgh,  and  fy- 
nods  and  presbyteries  did  the  fame  after  their  example. 
Calderwood  tells  us  how  this  pradice  was  countenan- 
ced by  God's  Spirit,  and  attended  with  a  general  melt- 
ing of  heart  and  many  tears.  About  the  year  1625, 
in  the  weft  of  Scotland,  where  the  perfecution,  from 
prelates  and  their  agents,  was  hotteft  for  nOn-cora- 
pliance  with  Perth  articles,  &c.  God  was  pleafed  to 
countenance  and  fupport  them  with  an  extraordinary 
Ottt'letting  of  his  Spirit.  This  began  in  the  parifh  of 
Stewarton,  and  hence  was  called  by  the  profane  of  that 
tbne,  the  Stewarton  (icknefs,  but  afterwards  it  fpread 
Arough.that  country,  and  wag  very  remarkable  at  Ir- 
vine under  the  miniftry  of  Mr  David  Dickfon,  which 
was  accompanied  with  many  convincing  proofs  of  God's 
power,  and  many  converlions.  We  have  a  famous  in- 
ftance  of  that  power  in  the  folemn  communion  that 
was  at  the  kirk  of  Shots  20th  June  1630,  when  there 
was  an  extraordinary  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit  at- 
tending the  work,  and  efpecially  the  fernion  on  the 
Monday  2ift  of  June,  by  Mr  John  Livingfton,  that 
made  a  great  and  unufual  motion  among  the  hearers, 
(who  were  there  convened  in  great  numbers  of  divtrrs 
ranks;  fo  that  near  500 had  a  difcernible  change  wrought 
upon  them,*  and  moft  of  them  proved  lively  Chriftians 
afterwards.  Again,  in  the  year  id^S,  God  gave  a  ge« 
9ieral  effufion  of  the  Spirit,  which  rouzed  up  all  ranks 
from  eheir  fecure  backilidden  Itate,  and  made  them  a- 
gree  to  renew  the  national  cov<:;nant.  Then  the  fpi- 
vits  of  men  were  greatly  raifed  and  wrought  upon  bv 
the  wordy  die  ordnances  were  lively  and  longed  aU 
N  %  ter, 
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ter,  both  perfonal  and  natirnal  reformation  vere  fe- 
rio'jfly  frr  ^bout.  An*-!  chif  tor  feveral  years  was  fd- 
lovireri  with  a  lar^e  harvcft  or  I'^^uls  brought  in  to  Chrift; 
many  th(  ufands  Hocked  to  him,  like  dores  to  their  win- 
dows.— L:keuifei  in  the  late  perfecuting  times  under 
King  Charles  IJ.^  there  were  many  gracious  effufiona 
with  the  preaching  of  the  gofptl  in  the  fields. — Alio 
at  and  after  the  late  happy  Revolution,  the  gofpel  was 
remarkably  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  in  many  pla- 
ces of  Scotland.  Now,  furely,  when  we  confidcr  the 
days  of  old,  and  the  years  of  ancient  times,  we  fliould 
excite  ourfelves  to  thankfulnefs  for  mercies  paft,  and 
fet  our  hope  in  God  for  mercies  future ;  and  likewife 
humble  ourfelves  deeply  before  the  Lord  for  thofe  fins 
which  have  long  made  our  heavens  as  brafs,  and  with- 
held thofe  bltfled  fl)Owers  which  were  wont  to  fall  up- 
on our  land. 

4.  We  have  very  late  and  well-atteded  accounts  of 
glorious  efFufions  of  the  Spirit  in  fcveral  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, and  particularly  New  England  ;  andfome  of  them 
I  have  fccn  dated  within  thefe  few  months,  bearing, 
*'  'I  hilt  their  land,  which  was  formerly  dry  and  patr^ 
ed,  \^  now  like  a  watered  garden  ;  that  Chrift  is  rid- 
ing in  triumph  by  .1  preached  gofpel,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants by  ihuulinds,  are  fubnutiing  10  him;  that  coB- 
vcris  Aic  nuinrriui^  like  the  drops  of  dew  from  the 
womb  of  iIt  luonnnj*  Yta,  \^i"ay  feme  letters)  the 
woik  is  io  Mil  «)ui-|lihly  glorious,  that  it  is  impoflible, 
by  \«orti!i.  (o  iu.ikr  our,  \vl;o  i-i  not  aneye-witnefs,  have 
juH  iiMutpJu-n,-;  tlurrot."  I'lie  reverend  Meflrs  Ed- 
Wiiu*.  W  hit*  ti«l*l,  rtUvi  l'cnm*nr,  have  been  honoured 
to  \\A\<  W\\\  WW  niilniincnt.i',  'oy  th.ir  labours  under 
liod,  to  iM\o  A  1«.  jMoiuii]^  (o  \\\\>  'o.tiud  word,  which  I 
liopr  \\\\\  uMinmir  x\\\  \jmkM»1,  co  ::*.c  piaiie  and  glory 
ot  \\y  <  c\'>\  *"  A  til'  it » tv./.  lio.i  '.c:  :  o::^  ex'  thefe  inilru- 
n*cin*  «;»  \\x  w  Svo;i?t'..-,  i\-  iv  1.  >  'ai^jLis  in  it  be  fol- 
low Cii  \\\\\\  \.Vy  \.»ir.i  i"  \y.<\y  ^iKv'i:^.  Ihctc  ihowcrs  of 
tic  >fji  t.  wl'.ul",  Mr  <a  ■•■•v;  ywX  ;-,>u  o!'.  ;"c\ erjii  places, 
do  v"»»u' »,j,-  \^-''^  w^  *•,♦■■,•,  C\<\  ji:c  rVrr  runners  of 
<*\v'»  jC.«si"<  ij-  ■:«* '  1'  I .  I  ■%  li  i,«  ;••.,  w\". k.iud  oshisbring- 
u«jt  ^Iv'.-.i  iV  j;i\*M  \\\  \\\t  \ r.-.vi  ♦'.SI >.  >»'>.;ch  he hsch pro- 

miied 
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mifed  to  h»  church,  wh^n  be  wiH  mt»ke  his  gofpel  eve- 
ry where  a  glorious  miniftration  of  the  Spirit.  Let  us 
all  cry  foT  it,  and  for  poor  Scotland,  that  it  may  not  be 
paft  by  when  other  places  are  watered.  May  the  Lord 
blefs  hie  word.     Amen. 


In  whit  refpeds  this  Mioiftration  is  Glorioui;. 
SERMON     X. 

On  2  Cor,  lii.  8.  Howjbail  not  the  miniftration  of  the  Spi^ 
rit  be  rather  glorious  / 

IV.  T  N  the  method  I  laid  down  for  handling  this  fub* 
j[  je^,  the  4th  head  was,  To  Ihew  in  what  re- 
fpe£k  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  is  a  glorious  difpen- 
fation.  By  **  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,*'  we  are  to 
nnderftaqd  his  gracious  influences  upon  the  hearers  of 
the  gofpel,  or  his  fpecial  operations  and  workings  in 
their  fouis>  together  with  the  word,  for  their  conrcrfion 
and  falvation  Now,  thefe  are  glorious  in  fevcrai  Te<p 
fpeds 

I.  They  come  from  a  glorious  Author,  namely,  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  the  third  perfon  of  the  g'or!Ous  Triinty, 
eternally  proceeding  from  the  Father  ami  the  Son,  and 
who,  with  them,  is  the  only  true  God,  being  the  fame 
in  nature  and  eflence,  and  equal  in  power  and  glory. 

3.  They  coft  a  glorious  priee.  However  the  in  fia- 
nces and  operations  of  liie  Spirit  be  flighted  and  re- 
proached by  men,  they  are  the  dear  purchafe  of  our 
glorious  Redeemer's  biood. 

.3.  They  are  promifed  and  bcftowed  to  fupply  the 
room  and  abfence  of  a  glorious  perfon  :  even  the  room 
of  our  £mmanuel,  while  the  heavens  do  receiv'e  him, 
and  keep  him  from  his  people's  view.' 

4.  The  miniftration  of  th<i  Spirit  is  glorious,  in  r?- 
gar^i  it  is  graoted  to  believers  as  the  earneft  and  pledge 
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a  glorious  inheritance,  Eph.  1.13,14.  And  alfo  for 
qualifying  and  making  them  meet  to  dwelt  in  the  fame 
for  ever. 

5.  In  regard  it  is  neceflary  to  Hi  Way  to  us  the  glory 
an.i  excellency  ot  the  pcrfon  and  offices  of  Chrift,  and 
his  infinite  fulnefs  :  and  alfo  doth  open  our  eyes  to  dif« 
ccrn  all  the  glorious  perfedions  of  God  in  him. 

6.  The  Spirit's  miniftration  gives  a  glortoas  luftre 
to  the  fouls  of  believers,  and  makes  them  fhine  with 
true  beauty  and  fplendour.  Hence  the  King's  daugh* 
tcris  faid  to  be  '*  all-glorious  within,  and  their  beauty 
to  be  as  the  olive-tree,"  &c. 

7.  The  minilliation  of  the  Spirit  with  a  preached 
gofpel  makes  a  glorious  difpenfation  :  chiefly  upon  the 
account  of  the  glorious  and  furpriling  changes  which 
it  makes  upon  tlie  hearts  and  lives  of  men  at  their  con- 
verfion.  How  marvellous  were  thefe  changes  upon 
the  firrt  pouring  cut  of  the  Spirit  after  our  Lord's  af* 
ccniion  1  Thofe  firtl  fruits  of  his  purchafe  and  promife 
were  indeed  very  glorious.  Then  the  minillrarion  of 
the  Spirit,  like  a  mighty  current,  did  carry  all  before 
it,  ai.d  conquered  thouranJ;S  at  one  fermon  s  yea,  it  made 
tiic  moll  obllinate  and  invcteraie  enemies  to  ftoop  be- 
fore the  word,  though  preached  by  poor  defpifed  men. 
This  m.ide  the  wcr- J  to  wonder,  as  if  fomc  univerfal 
enchai.tnient  h?.J  f.»Hen  upon  men ;  and  the  more  they 
fought  to  furprf  fs  and  bear  it  down,  the  more  it  in- 
cre.illd  and  ipre^d.  It  made  the  rich  cLufe  poverty, 
the  Icfi.funl  quit  their  pieafures,  thofe  who  dwelt  in  fine 
hcufrs%  to  bct.^.ke  themkives  wi:h  chearfutnefs  to  dens 
and  caves  of  ihe  earth  ;  yea,  ?.:;d  fon:c times  thefe,  who 
were  violcnr  pirfecurors  of  Chriiiians  one  day,  become 
jov!ul  marry r>  with  them  the  nexr.  But  not  only  at 
thV.:  time,  but  many  times  fince,  the  miniilratLon  of 
the  S.  :r;t  wi:n  the  gofpel  h^th  produced  wonderful 
chai:'^'^*  c:i  it^  iiearer*. 

A<  1.  Wius*.  t  erei?y  the  dead  in  fns  and  tr^fpafTes 
have  bi-en  r:.ii.d  iiv^ni  the  i^r-ve  of  corruption,  and 
nr.acc  ;:;:ve  to  Govi  .  Ihou'  v»  :>o  were  prop**... iie  and  tU 
tiou*  h.":\e  vV:»".Cv--  ?-«?  wJ-.jie  couiic  vf  tbrir  lives,  a.d 
turned  a$  rca'.irk-blc  tcr  gccl  as  bolore  ihev  were  for 

Ul. 


Ser.  X.  ?2f  Bairn  ofGUead.  103 

31.  The  leopard  hath  changed  his  fpots,  and  the  E« 
duopian  his  colour,  and  fucb  who  were  accuilomed  to 
do  evil,  have  learned  to  do  well.  And  all  thefe  changes 
have  been  ocoanon<fd  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preAching^ 
and  fometimes  by  one  word  in  a  plain  gofpeUfermon  ; 
which  could  not  be  brought  about  by  twenty  years 
moral  difcourfes,  and  the  mod  fublime  drains  of  hu« 
man  eloquence.  And  fometimes  weak  gifts  have  been 
owned  and  biefti  when  the  greateft  gifts  have  been  un* 
foccefsful. 

2.  Hereby  fuch  particular  application  of  the  word 
hath  been  made  to  tlie  confcience,  as  hath  filled  the  fe- 
cure  foul  with  terror,  and  humbled  the  proud  man  to  the 
dttft,  and  made  him  cry,  ^*  Wo's  me,  1  am  undone,  I 
abhor  myfelf  in  dud  and  a(hes  !"  Thofe  who  before 
were  puffed  up  with  pride  and  a  conceit  of  themfclves, 
have  been  foon  laid  low  under  a  fenfe  of  tiieir  guik, 
and  iil«defervings  before  God.  Thofe  who  have  been 
mounted  upon  an  imaginary  throne  of  their  own  righ- 
teoulhefs,  and  have  been  at  great  pains  to  prop  and  fup- 
port  it,  have  of  a  fudden  come  down  from  it,  tumbled 
it  to  the  ground,  and  fubmitted  humbly  to  a  borrowed 
lighteoufuefs,  faying,  Away  with  all  my  own  iiithj 
rags,  give  me  Chrill,  who  is  the  **  Lord  our  righteouf- 
oefe  :^'  None  but  Chrid. 

3.  It  is  a  wonderful  change  to  fee  mens  natures  quite 
altered  \  to  fee  thofe  who  were  like  ravening  wolves 
become  like  meek  lambs ;  thofe  who  were  formerly 
actuated  by  hatred  and  envy,  malice  and  revenge  againlt 
enemies,  brought  to  love  all  men,  even  their  greated 
cnemicSi  with  a  love  of  benevolence,  to  avoid  rcvcngr, 
Co  forgive  them,  to  pray  for  them,  and  do  them  good, 
when  in  their  power*  Again,  to  fee  covetous  men,  th^it 
were  great  lovers  of  the  world,  and  hugged  it  as  their 
beloved  idol,  aDandon  it  with  difdain,  ^'  leek  thofe  things 
which  are  above,"  and  delight  in  couverfe  about  them ; 
to  fee  them  made  willing  to  forlake  all  tlie  world,  as 
lo£i  and  dung,  for  Chrid  and  things  above,  is  a  cnange 
above  the  power  of  nature,  and  ib  an  evident  pr  uof  uf 
the  glorious  minidration  of  the  Spirit. 

4*  By  the  Spirit's  miniitration,  thofe  who  hated  fe- 
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lious  godlinefs,  derided  it  as  a  fancy,  mocked  and  re* 
proached  goc'iy  perfonb ;  have  Veen  made  to  own  there 
is  a  reality  in  rfii^i:ny  and  to  love  and  commend  that 
wliich  tl  ey  hdted  and  critd  down,  and  to  honour  reii- 
gicus  perfons  as  the  eAcellert  onet  of  the  earth«  and 
to  delight  mort*  in  their  focicty  than  c^er  they  did  in 
their  oid  companions  in  fin.  This  lurely  is  the  finger 
of  Gcd. 

5.  Hereby  thcfe  who  hr.ve  been  violent  advcrfariet 
cf  the  truth,  liave  beccme  eminent  inftrurr.ents  to 
m.int^iii  and  promote  that  which  they  once  deftroyed, 
and  more  zealous  to  prcQ:ote  and  ac^vance  God's  glory 
and  kingdom  in  the  world,  than  ever  they  were  to  op- 
pcfe  it.  Yea,  tliole  who  have  been  very  a£live  in  per- 
Iccutirg  the  prot'.flbrs  of  religion,  both  with  tongue 
and  hand,  have  fo  far  cl.;:nged  thcii  ccurfe,  as  to  join 
themftlves  to  tliofe  whom  they  pcrfecuted,  and  volun* 
tarily  clioft  to  fuller  reproach  and  alTliciion  with  the 
people  of  God,  rather  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin 
for  a  ferf  jn. 

6.  Hereby  thofe,  who  formerly  were  wandering  after 
the  riches,  honours,  preferments,  and  vanities  of  the 
world,  and  placed  all  their  happir.efs  in  them,  and  fpent 
all  their  cares  and  thoughts  about  them, — ^havc  been 
brought  to  be  mainly  taken  up  in  wondering  at  the  love 
of  God  in  fending  Chrift  to  the  world  to  fatisfy  juftice 
for  our  fins,  and  bear  that  wrath  and  curfe  we  Ihould 
have  borne  ;  ;  nd  have  been  niade  to  take  more  pleafure 
in  thhiking  and  fpeaking  of  Chrift,  and  in  fpiritual  cx- 
ercifes,  than  ever  they  had  in  all  their  worldly  enjoy- 
ments ;  and  willingly  to  rcfign  all  thtfc  to  God's  difpo* 
fal,  faying,  If  my  main  portion  be  fecured  to  me,  let 
God  do  with  thcfe  external  thir.gs  as  he  pieafcth,— 
Thefe  furely  aie  glorious  changes. 

7.  The  Spirit'^  miriftration  appears  the  more  glori* 
ous  in  this,  that  feme  limes  thefe  changes  are  made  on 
thcfe  \\'\\o  had  not  the  benefit  of  good  example  or 
eiUicjtion,  but  were  brought  up  in  families  where  they 
neither  faw  ncr  heard  any  thing  to  the  advantage  of 
religion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  to  fear  and  difcou- 
rage  them  from  it  \  fuch  as  bitter  inveflives  againft  it, 
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and  cruel  mockitigs  and  feoffs  at  thofe  who  owned  it  : 
And  yet,  in  the  face  of  all  difcouragement,  danger, 
and  perfecution,  they  hare  been  brought  to  embrace 
religion,  to  take  np  the  crofs  and  follow  Chrift. 

8.  By  the  St>irit'8  miniftration,  many  weak  and  fee- 
ble foute  have  been  wonderfully  ftren;;thened  and  encou- 
raged, power  hath  been  given  to  the  faint,  and  ftrength 
increafed  to  them  who  had  no  might.    The  feeble  have 
been  made  like  David,  and  all  their  difcouragements 
and  complaints  removed.      They  who  could  perform 
no  duty,' bear  no  burden,  encounter  no  danger;  have 
been  wondei fully  ftrengthened  both  for  work  and  war- 
fare, duty,  and  difficulty  *,  and  fortified  againd  all  fears, 
corrnptions,  temptations,  afHiftions  and  perfecutions, 
and  made  to  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  xxviii.  3.  «*  Though 
an  hoft  fhbuld  encamp  again  ft  me,  my  heart  (hall  not 
fear;  though  thousands  rife  up  againit  me,  I  will  not 
be  difrfiayed.     And  with  P.ml,  Phil.  iv.  13.     *'  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Chrift  that  flrengtheneth  mc*'* 
Hereby  thofe  who  have  been  oppreft  with  doubtings 
and  waverings  about  the  truths  of  God,  have  been  con- 
jfirmed  and  eftablifhed,  and  made  to  fay  with  Natha- 
niel, John  i**  49.     **  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  King  of  If- 
rael,  -thbtt  art  tire  Son  of  Gol."  And  with  unbelieving 
Thomas,  John  xx.  28.    "  My  Lord,  and  my  God." 
And  like  the  Ifraelites  in  Eljah's  time,  when  the  Lord 
m^mfefted  himfelf  by  Hre,  an  ufual  emblem  of  the  Spi- 
rit,-i- Kings  xviii.  39.  they  were  made  to  fall  on  their 
faces,  and  cry  out,  "  The  Lord  he  is  God,  the  Lord 
he  ia  God." 

Juo/HSf  The  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  is  glorious,  in 
regard  of  the  glorious  intercourfe  and  communion  with 
God,  which  fouls  theieby  attain  to  in  the  ordinances* 
.  Then  he  m  \kes  good  that  word  to  them,  Jer.  xxxi.  25* 
••  i  have  filiated  every  weary  foul,  and  repleniihed  every 
forrowtul  foul.''    Then  he  purs  more  gladnefa  in  their 
—  hearts,  th:m- when  corn,  wine  and  oil  abound.     Then 
he- makes  their  doubts  and  unbelief  to  vanifh^  and  all 
theirdOuds  and  darknefs,  fears  and  jealoufietf,  to  flee  a- 
way«      Now,'   they  attain  to  this  bk-fr.d  intercouife, 
when  he  gives  them  fuch  difcoveries  of  *a  crucified  Je- 
Xu8,  and  his  infinite  fulnefs  and  fuitablenefs  to  their 
Vol.  IL  O  <;;^fe 
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cafcy  as  fills  them  with  joy  and  peace  in  beUeriw,  and 
in  laying  the  ftrefs  of  their  fouls,  and  burden  ot  their 
guilr  upon  him.     He  helps  then  to  embrace  and  apply 
the  promifes  of  the  corenant,  and  to  lay  claim  to  them 
as  their  own,  and  fay, ''  This  and  that  promife  is  mine : 
and  plead  uith  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  *^  Remember  Ac 
word  unto  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou  haft  caoled  me 
to  hope."     And  the  plea^'ing  and  feeding  on  a  promi& 
doth  afford  much  inward  fweetnefs  and  fatisfattion  to 
the  foul.     He  alfo  affords  them  fuch  delight  in  GoA 
work,  fuch  (Irength  in  performing  of  duty,  that  it  is  Aeir 
meat  and  drink  to  do  his  will,  and  they  reckon  a  day  in 
his  courts  better  than  a  thoufand  elfewhere.    So  that, 
though  fometimes  they  have  come  to  duties  with  dead- 
nefs  and  ftraitenings  of  fpirit,  yet  they  have  got  fuch  r^ 
lief,  that  with  Hannah  they  have  been  helped  to  pour    i 
out  their  hearts  to  God  in  prayer,  and  have  gone  awiy 
nv'ith  thtir  countenances  no  nt'^refad.    He  gives  them  fuch 
difcoveries  of  God's  love  to  their  fouls  through  Chrift, 
as  fills  them  with  inward  hope  and  confolation ;  yea, 
fometimes  fuch  a  (Irong  afTurance  of  God's  favour,  and 
of  the  pardon  of  their  fins,  and  of  the  glory  to  be  re- 
vealed, that  their  fouls  are  made  to  overflow  with  joy* 
This  communion  and  fellowfhip  with  God,  by  the  mi- 
niftration  of  the  Spirit,  God's  people  in  all  ages  hate 
found,  and  they  declared  it  to  be  the  greateft  realitj» 
when  ftepping  over  the  threOiold  of  time  into  eternity, 
and  they  have  died  with  the  high  praifes  of  God  in  their 
mouths  for  it. 

APPLICATION. 

Infa.  I.  See  hence  what  thanks  and  praife  we  owe 
to  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  purchafed  the  miniftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  to  us  by  his  blood.  Hence,  days  of 
the  Spirit's  influences  arc  called  days  of  the  Son  of  Matit 
Luke  xvii.  22.  All  our  neaniefs  and  intercourfe  with 
God  is  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  Lph.  ii.  13.  So  that  it  . 
is  with  a  great  fum  we  obtain  this  freedom. 

In/er.  2.  Sec  then  from  whence  it  is  that  gofpel- 
ordinances  have  their  glory,  even  from  the  miniltration 
of  the  Spirit.     Without  this,  ordinances  arc  dead  and 
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.lifelefSf  and  dead  things  have  no  beauty.  We  mud 
look  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  then,  to  put  life  in  ordinances^ 
and  make  gofpel-days  glorious.  Alfo,  it  is  to  be  re- 
greted,  that  io  many  look  to  the  language  and  outward 
ornaments  of  fermons>  more  than  to  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit  for  their  beauty  and  excellency. 

Inftr,  3»     How  dreadful  a  crime  muft  it  be  for  any 
to  ridicule  or  mock  at  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,  or 
to  call  it  all  fancy,  whim,  or  enthufidfn  !    Ob,  what  ifs 
this  but  to  reproach  and  do  defpite  to  the  Spirir  of 
grace  !    How  provoking  muft  it  be  for  men  to  feoff  at 
that  which  ie  the  glory  of  ordinances,  and  the  glory  of 
.  any  larni  ?  Surely  they  are  real  objedls  of  pity,  and  ex- 
'pofed  to  great  judgments,  who  arc  fo  far  left  and  giv- 
^n  up,  as  to  glory  in  their  (hamc,  be  afhamed  of  their 
jglory,  and  mock  at  that  which  is  the  greateft  bk-fling 
of  heaven  \    O  if  they  would  ftand  in  awe  of  this  fin, 
and  remember  that  word,  Ifa.  xxviii.  22.    ••  Now  there- 
fore, be  not  mockers,  left  your  hands  be  made  ftrong." 
IL   A.  fecond  ufe  of  this  do£lrine,  may  be  of  exhor- 
tation ;  and  here  let  me  exhort  all  the  hearers  of  the 
gofpel,  to  pray  earneftly  to  God  that  he  may  be  pleafed 
to  make  the  gofpel  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  to  them, 
as  it  hath  been  to  our  anceftors  in  this  land  in  former 
days,  and  as  it  is  this  day  in  other  countries.  Let  us  cry 
with  the  church.  Lam.  v.  2 1.   *•  Renew  our  days  as  of 
old  :'^  And.  with  David,  Ixiii.  3.    "  Let  us  feethypow- 
tx  and  glory  in  the  fanftuary,  as  in  former  times.**  And 
with  Ifaiah,  Ifa.  li  9.  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  ftrcngth, 
O  arm  of  the  Lord  :  Awake  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in 
the  generations  of  old."    Let  us  p:ead  with  the  church* 
Pfal.  xliv.  1,  23,  26.  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O 
God  \  our  fathers  have  told  us  what  works  thou  didit  in 
their  days,  in  the  times  of  old.     Awake,  why  fleepeft 
thou  ?  Arife  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  thy  mer- 
cies fake."    So  let  the  people  of  Scotland  fay  :  **  Lord, 
our  fathers  have  told  us  what  glorious  gofpel-days  they 
had,  by  the  miniftration  of  tlie  Spirit,  wncn  the  Captain 
of  our  falvation  took  to  him  his  great  power,  and  rode 
in  triumph  in  the  chariot  of  falvation  ^  his  arrows  were 
iharp  in  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  and  hundreds  date4 
O  2  their 
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their  con^erfion  from  one  fernfion.  Ah  \  we  have  fin- 
ed away  Chrift  and  lus  Spirit  from  the  land.**  Of  if 
all  r^nks  w(m!d  jr>in  to  prjy  him  bick  again  :  and  crff 
'*  Arif<:,  O  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion  (  let  toe 
time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  fet  time  be  now  comie.''  b 
is  conmonly  obferved.  when  the  fet  time  for  faYonriiig 
Zion  with  tne  glorious  miniftration  of  the  Spirit^  is  at 
hand.  God  ufeth  to  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  prayer  upon 
his  people  ;  for  he  loves  to  bring  about  his  glorious  dft- 
£gns  by  means  of  their  prayers,  that  he  may  put  honow 
upon  them  I  might  add  many  motives  to  frequenq^ 
and  fervency  in  fuch  prayers. 

As,  1 .  Confider  the  excellency  and  ufefulnefs  of  the 
miniftration  of  the  Spirit.    It  would  beautify  the  church 
and  her  afTemblies,  make  her  beautiful  as  Tirzah^come- 
ly  as  Jerufalem,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun,  and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners-     It  would  make 
both  minifters  and  people  to  Hiine,  our  congregations 
to  look  with  anotlier  face,  and  ordinances  to  have  a 
new  luftre. — It  would  put  life  and  ftrength  in  the 
members  of  the  church,  give  life  to  their  bones,  vi- 
gour to  their  withered  graces,  and  ftrengthen  them  to 
run  on  God^s  errands,  and  fight  his  battles.     It  would 
enable  them  to  trample  on  fatan,  and  triumph  over  fin, 
wax  valiant  in  battle,  and  put  to  flight  the  armies  of 
the  aliens.     It  would  be  as  wind  to  the  fails,  oil  to 
?he  wheels,  and  maker  fouls  to  run  the  ways  of  God's 
commands  without  fainting  or  wearying.     It  would 
loofe  boitde,  enlarge  hearts,    and  give  freedom  from 
fatan*s  temptations,  and  llrong  lufts :    It  would  revive 
droc  ping  louls,  turn  their  water  into  wine,  their  for- 
row  into  joy,  their  fears  into  holy  confidence,  their 
doubts   into   godly    alVurance,     their   complaints   into 
praifes,  and  make  them  to  ling  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 
it  Mould  fati:ify  iluir  louLs  and  all  their  faculties,  as 
with  nurrow  and  tatncf;?,  bring  light  to  the  nund,  free- 
dom to  the  wilU  Uiength  to  th.c  nKmcry,  peace  to  the 
cvnilcicncc,    auvl  life  to  all  giaccs.      Yea,  it   would 
nuke  the  foul  to  gn>\v  in  grace,  and  ripen  apace  for 
heaven*     U  wow  id  nuke  prole  nor  s  of  religion  grow 
more  t:uccrc  in  duiic(«  nxorc  I'cvvenc  in  prayer,  more 

*  attentive 
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attentive  in  liearing,  more  frequent  in  meditation,  marc 
praftical  in  knowledgei  more  edifying  in  converfe, 
more  humble  for  defe^s^  and  more  thankful  for  mer« 
cies* 

2.  Conficier  the  melancholy  cafe  of  the  church,  for 
want  of  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit.  Her  beauty  is 
quite  marred,  her  gold  become?  diin,  and  her  mod 
fine  gold  is  changed.  Her  womb  is  barren,  htr  breads 
dry^  and  her  ordinances  dead  and  hfclefs.  Satan 
reigns  and  prevails,  and  precious  fouls  are  an  eafy  prey 
to  his  teeth.  And  believers  themfelves  fall  under  fad 
langttiihlngs  and  decays.  Whereas  the  Spirit's  mini& 
tration  would  foon  change  the  face  of  affairs,  and  roll 
away  the  reproach  of  barrennefs  under  gofpel- means, 
wherewith  enemies  are  apt  to  upbraid  us,  faying, 
**  Where  is  your  God  V*  Where  is  the  fruit  of  your 
many  fermons,  fafts  and  prayers,  and  folemn  commu- 
nions ?  This  was  like  a  fword  in  David's  bones,  PfaU 
xliii.  10.  when  tliey  faid  unto  him,  "  Where  is  thy 
God?" 

3.  Take  a  view  of  the  largenefs  of  fatan's  kingdom 
in  Ae  world :  How  great  is  the  number  of  his  fub- 
jefts !  And  will  not  every  loyal  fubjeft  of  Chrift  be 
concerned  and  troubled  to  fee  the  devil  poflcfling  fuch 
large  territories,  when  their  Redeemer  has  but  a  little 
flock  ?  Oh  !  can  you  fee  your  Kmg's  country  ovetfpread 
widbi  enemies  as  thick  as  grafhoppers,  when  Clirift'a 
army  are  pitched  before  them  like  two  little  flocks  of 
kids,  and  not  be  affe£ted  and  grieved  for  it  ?  Now  the 
only  remedy  for  it  is^  to  pray  for  the  glorious  miniftrai- 
tien  of  the  Spirit.  This  would  foon  make  a  mutiny 
and  defertion  in  fatan's  camp,  dimini(h  his  followers, 
and  increafe  the  army  and  kingdom  of  our  dear  Jefus. 
But,  to  fum  up  all : 

4.  A  day  of  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  would 
bring  many  rare  and  rich  blcffings  along  with  it,  fuch 
as  dScoverics  of  the  Redeemer's  glory,  convidions  of 
the  evil  and  vilencfs  of  fin,  many  crowns  of  viftory, 
and  triumph  to  Chrift,  great  additions  to  his  friends  and 
followers.  Then  gofpel  light  would  (bine  clear,  faving 
kncyi'Jcdge  incrcafei  ignorance  and  error  vanifli,  riches 

of 


110  The  Balmo/Gileai.  Ser.  X^ 

of  free  grace  would  be  difplayed,  and  fatan  be  bonn<f 
up*    Then  minifters  and  ordinances  would  ht  livdn 
fecare  linners  would  be  awakened,  dead  foub  would 
lire,  hard  hearts  would  be  melted,  ftrong  lufts  fubduedf 
and  many  fons  and  daughters  born  to  God.     Such  t 
day  would  heal  dtvifions,  cement  breaches,  make  us  all 
cf  one  heart  and  mind,  and  bring  down  heaven  to 
earth.     This  would  redrefs  our  grievances,  remove  oar 
comphints,   and   unite   Chrift's    fcattered   flock.     It 
would  make  true  religion  and  holy  perfons  to  be  in 
efteem,  vice  to  be  in  difgrace,  and  iniquity  as  afhamed 
to  hide  its  face.     Then  fabbaths  and  communions 
would  be  days  of  heaven.     Prayer  and  pratfe,  fpiritnal 
c'onverfe,  talking  of  Chrift  and  redeeming  love,  wonU 
be  our  chiefeit  delight.     O  then,  pray  for  fuch  a  time 

^eft.  What  fhall  we  do  that  our  prayers  may  be 
prevalent  for  the  glorious  miniftration  of  die  Spirit  to 
the  church  and  land  ? 

jin/l  Take  thefe  direflions : 

1.  Let  us  lament  after  a  departed  God,  as  the  peni* 
tent  Ifraelites  did,  i  Sam.  vli.  2.  *•  All  Ifrael  lamented 
after  the  Lord."  They  were  fenfible  of  their  lofs,  con- 
ftfled  they  had  finned  him  away,  and  wreftled  for  Us 
return. 

2.  Search  out  the  Achan  In  the  camp,  old  or  late 
fins,  which  may  provoke  God  to  withhold  his  Spirit 
from  us.  Mourn  bitterly  for  it ;  apply  to  the  blood 
of  Jefus  for  pardon  ;  abhor  and  put  it  away. 

3.  Be  thankful  for  the  lead  droppings  of  the  Spirit, 
entertain  them  kindly,  and  plead  that  they  may  be  the 
forerunners  of  a  greater  fhower. 

4.  Ufe  arguments  in  prayer  for  the  minlftration  of 
the  Spirit :  Plead  the  multitude  of  dry  bones,  which 
are  fcattered  up  and  down  the  valley  of  vifion.  How 
general  is  the  deadnefs  both  among  minifters  and  peo- 
ple !  And  nothing  can  revive  them  but  the  breath  of 
the  Lord.  Cry,  with  the  prophet,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  9. 
••  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  Breath,  and  breathe 
upon  thefe  flain  that  they  may  live.  Plead  your  ina- 
bility to  do  any  fpiritual  good  thing  without  the  Spirit ; 
iiordf  we  can  neither  pray,  praife,  mourn,  believe,  re*- 

pent. 
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pent,  meditate^  read,  hear,  or  communicate^  without 
the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit ;  we  can  do  nothing  fpi- 
ritually ;  all  we  do  b  in  a  natural,  carnal  way,  whidi 
cannot  be  pleafing  to  thee.  Plead  alfo  the  promifes  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  are  free  and  abfolute  con* 
ceming  the  giving  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  fuch  as  thofe  in 
Ifa*  xliv.  3.  Lzek.  xxxvi.  27.  God  would  have  us  to 
turn  thefe  his  promifes  into  prayers,  if  we  would  fliare 
in  them ;  for  he  faith,  after  making  them,  that  he  will 
be  '^  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifracl  to  do  it  for 
them,"  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37. 

Ohje&.  But,  fay  fome  difcouraged  fouls,  we  have  fo 
grieved  and  vexed  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  dealing  with 
us,  that  we  fear  he  will  return  to  us  no  more. 

^/i/.  I.  Many  of  God's  people  have  grieved  him,  and 
yet  he  did  not  leave  them  finally,  a.  Have  you  a  fenfe 
of  guilt  in  this  matter  ?  Is  it  the  grief  and  trouble  of 
your  heart  that  you  have  fo  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  ? 
Are  the  breathings  of  your  fouls  after  his  return  I 
then  furely  he  is  not  wholly  withdrawn ;  for  if  he' were, 
you  would  be  without  fenfe  and  feeling.  3.  Remem* 
ber  that  Chrifl;  (till  invites  you  to  come  to  him  for  eve- 
ry thing,  and  for  the  Spirit  among  the  reft.  He  hath 
purchased  the  Spirit  for  all  that  come  to  him ;  and 
thofe  who  come  to  him  for  the  Spirit,  he  will  in  no 
wife  caft  out*  May  we  all  have  grace  to  depend  upon 
his  word,  and  both  to  live  and  die  by  faith  upon  it^ 
that  his  name  may  have  the  glory  for  ever.    Amen. 
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AProphecy  of  thelncreafe  of  Chiift's  Edhgdomi 
S  E  R  M  O  N    XL 

On  John  iii.  30.  He  muft  mcreaft     <  ■ 

THESE  are  the  words  of  John  Baptift  concerning 
Jefus  Chrift,  upon  the  occafion  of  his  difdpla 
complaining  of  Chrift's  baptizing,  which  drew  gmt 
multitudes  to  him,  whereby  they  feared  their  mafter 
might  come  to  be  darkened  or  deferted.  But  the  hum* 
ble  man,  inftead  of  refenting  it,  as  his  difcipies^didj  fallf 
a  commending  Chrift,  and  abafing  himfelf ;  yea,  he  pro* 
fefieth  the  greateft  fatisfadion  in  the  advancement  oi 
Chrift  and  his  intereft  in  the  world,  and  comparcth 
himfelf  to  a  friend  of  the  Bridegroom,  ver.  29.  that  re- 
joiceth  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  match,  which  he  had  been 
labouring  to  promote  :  It  being  honour  enough  for  the 
moft  eminent  miniiler  of  Chriit,  to  be  an  inftrument  to 
recommend  his  glorious  Mafter,  and  to  court  and  make 
ready  a  bride  for  him. 

In  ver.  30.  where  my  text  is,  i.  John  foretels  the  in- 
creafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom  and  glory,  as  a  thing  highly 
juft  and  equitable  in  itielf,  and  mod  agreeable  and  f»- 
tisfying  to  him,  and  all  other  friends  of  the  Bridegroonif 
«*  He  muft  increafe  \*'  that  is,  his  intereft  (Iv^ll  grow  in 
the  world,  his  n-ime  (hall  fpread,  his  throne  be  raifcd, 
his  crown  (hall  flouriih,  his  dominions  be  enlarged, and 
his  fubjefts  multiplied.  You  think  he  hath  gained  a 
great  deal  already,  uut  that  is  uothing  to  what  he  wll 
gain  :  And  all  this  in  conft  quence  of  the  decree  of  God, 
and  the  prophecies  recorded  concerning  tlie  Mefliah  in 
Pfal.  ii.  and  Ixxii.  &c.  fo  that  there  in  a  neceflity  for  it, 
••  He  muft  increafe." 

2.  John  foretels  the  confequent  of  this  increafe  to 
himfelf,  "  1  muft  deer  cafe  j"  that  is,  I  rauft  be  darken- 
ed 
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td  and  difappear.  He  is  not  at  all  difpleafed  to  fee 
limfelf  obfcured  and  outfhined  by  the  blefled  Mefliah, 
rhofe  fervant  and  fprerunher  he  owned  he  was.  No> 
10,  fays  he,  Let  htm  (hine  forth  as  the  ^ji*fg  fu^%  and 
nd.let  me  diiappear  like  the  morning  jtar  :  Let  his 
lame  be  raifed,  and  mine  deprefied,  I  cheerfully  fub« 
nit-Co  ity  I  am  contented  to  be  any  thing,  or  to  be  no* 
bing,  fo  that  Qirift  may  be  All. 

Doc.  The  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom  and  glory  in 
le  world,  is  abfolutely  certain  and  neceflary.  It  muft 
ifallibiy  be,  for  God  hath  faid  it,  Jer.  zxiii.  $»  *^  A  king 
lall-reqjti  and  profper  in  the  earth,"  Pfal.  iKxii.  8. 
^  He  ifaall  ha^e  dominion  from  fea  to  fes,^  Pfki  cxxxii» 
8.     **  Upon-himfclf  fliall  his  crown  flouriOi.*' 

Id-dtfcdur6ng^frbm  this  fabjedi,  I  (hall, 
'  I.'Bnquire  what  is  that  increafe  of  Chrift^s  kingdom 
nd  glory,  which  We  may  warrantably  look  for  I 

II.  What  are  the  times  aiid  feafons  of  this  iocreafe  ? 

ni.  What  are  the  leafoxis  why  Chjrift  muft  thus  in- 
reafe  ? 

IV.  Make  application. ' ' 

1.  As  to  the  jSrfi,  What  is  the  increafe  here  meant  i 
Ftrft^  Negatitely^  it  is  not  to  be  underftood, 

t.  Of  any  increafe  of  Chrift^s  efTential  glory  act  God; 
3r  this  is  impoffible,  he  being  infinite,  and  therefore 
fie  fame  yefterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  cYcr,  without 
ny  variaMenefs  or  ihadow  of  turning. 

2.  It  is  not  meant  that  Chrift^s  kingdom  (hall  in- 
reafp  or  floariib  in  outward  fplendotir  and  greatne&i 
ke  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  wotld.  No,  Ghrill's 
ingddht  being  not  of  this  world,  its  glory  is  of  a  fpi- 
itual  and  heavenly  nature^  and  peculiar  to  itfelf  alone. 

3.  Neither  is  it  to  be  thought  that  the  increafe  of 
thrift's  king;dom  is  to  be  conilant  or  alike  at  all  times^ 
T  without  decay  or  diminution  at  any  time^  No,  no, 
or  fomctimcs  it  ft:ems  to  be  brought  very  low,  yea,  fo 
ow  was  it  brought  under  the  Ancichriflian  apoitacy^ 
h?.t  it  was  fcarce  Tifible. 

^Hly^  Pofitivcly,  the  increafe  fpoke  of  in  the  text,  is  to 
3e  underftood  of  the  flourifhing  of  Chrift's  mediatory 
kingdom,    and  of  the  fpreading  of  his  manifcftative 

Vot.  IlL  P  glory 
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f\cTf  in  the  world,  which  doth  conGft  cbieilf  vi  thrfe 
things  : 

z.  In  the  incrcafc  and  fpreadinjir  of  gofpel  li^ht  }SM 
the  u'oridy  fo  that  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  fliall  be 
enlightened  with  rhe  knowled<re  of  Chrift  ;  ind  diofe 
places  which  had  but  twil'ght  difcov^rrid  of  him,  ihill 
attain  to  brighttr  views  of  his  excellency  and  ufefnl- 
nefs,  and  to  a  clearer  infight  into  the  jgofpetmyfteiie% 
and  the  way  of  falvaiion  through  Chrift  and  hiis  righ- 
teoufncfs  imputed  to  rhe  fons  of  Adain«  Then  the 
Snn  of  rightcoufnefs  (hall  arife  with  mote  powerful 
beainsof  light  nnd  heat  upon  his  churches  than  bcfocei 
and  at  length  with  fuch  clearnefs  and  clficacyi  ai  to 
fcatter  Antichriftian  darknefs,  crrqiti  idolatry,  lapafti- 
tion,  dead  forms  and  ceremonies  of  man's  infcndoo. 
For  how  is  it  elfe  that  the  man  of  fin  fliall  beconfnmed 
by  the  Spirit  of  Chrill'b  mouth,  and  dcftroyed  by  tke 
brightnefs  of  his  coming*  2  Thcfil  ii.  8.  but  by  the  out* 
pouring  ojF  his  Spirit  with  his  word  preached,  and  by 
the  bright  and  convincing  appearances  of  th^  Redccffltf 
in  the  glory  of  gofpeMight  f  Then  is  it  that  C^nft  (ball 
increafe,  and  his  kingdom  be  enlarged,  wbitn  '*die 
earth  ihall  be  filled  wiui  the  knowledge  of  the  ^ory  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea,**  according  to 
the  prophecy  of  Habakkuk,  Hab.  ti.  14. 

a.  This  increafe  takes  in  the  Lord's  furnifhiog  bit 
church  with  many  **  burning  and  fhining  lights,  abk  H 
minifiers  of  the  New  Tcftameht,"  to  be  eminent  inftro* 
ments  of  difplaying  his  glory  in  the  world.  '  When  be 
is  fignally  to  increafe  his  kingdom,  he  will  ndfe  up  and 
qualify  minifters  for  the  work  ;  who  (hall  he  men  of 
large  hearts,  fluent  tongues,  and  public  fpirits  i  (hining 
holinefs  and  piety  ;  undaunted  courage  and  zeal  for 
God ;  infpired  with  a  burning  love  to  Chrrft  and  the 
fouls  of  men  ;  inclined  to  prefer  the  good  of  Jerufalem 
to  their  chiefeft  joy  ;  and  willing  to  run  all  hazards  by 
fea  and  land  ;  to  venture  all  that  is  dear  to  them  in  the 
world,  their  reputation,  life,  »nd  all  the  comforts  of 
it,  for  Jefuj,  Chrift ;  and  chearfully  content  to  fpend 
and  to  be  fpent  for  the  increafe  of  his  kingdom  and 
glory,  and  the  gathering  of  fouls  to  him.  And  par- 
ticularly! 
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ticularly,  it  is  a  pledge  and  forerunner  of  this  happy 
increafe,  v^hen  the  Lord  fends  down -his  Spirit  upon 
fiudents  and  cxpe£tants  of  the  minidry  ;    graciouily 
touches  their  hearts^  and  works  an  inward  change  up- 
on their  fouls  \  animates  them  with  fincere  principles 
and  ends,  a^d  gives  them  fuch  i/npredions  of  the  weight 
of  the  paftoral  office  and  the  charge  of  fouls,  that  they 
will  not  run- thereto  unfent,  nor  have  an  a£liye  hand 
in  thrufting  themfelves  into  it,  or  do  any  thing  to  be« 
get  prejudices,  to  mar  their  fuccefs ;   but  will  wait  pa* 
tientiy  upon  the  Lord,  till  he  (hiiU  open  the  door^  and 
clear  their  call  to  enter  into  his  vineyard. 

3'.  It  imports  the  increafe  of  the  number  of  ChriftV 
rubje£ls  and  followers*     "  As  the  king's  honour  is  in 
the  multitude  of  his  people,"  Prov.  xiv.  28.  fo  Chrift  is 
glorified  in  the  multitude  of  his  fubjcAs.      Thus  (hall 
Chrift's  kingdom  and  glory  increafe  in  the  latter  days^ 
when  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  Hiall  become  the  king- 
doms of  the  Lord  \  then  the  Jews  themfelves  (hall  ga- 
ther tp  Chrift's  ftandard  lifted  up  in  the  gofpel,  toge- 
ther with  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  \  thf  y  (hall  fly  to 
it  in  cloud^j  like  doves  to  their  windows,  according  to 
thefe  promifes,  Ifaiah  ii.  2.  iMicah  iv«  i,  2,  Ifa»  Ix,  8. 
Retr.  ii-  15.  Rom.  xi.  2;,  26.  Pfal.  cii.  15,   16,  22. 
Now,  what  is  it  that  will  bring  about  this,  glorious  in- 
creafe, but  the  miniftration  of.  the  Spirit  with  the  gof- 
pel ?  It  is  this  that  ppyens  a  great  and  effttdual  door, 
1  Cor.  xvi.  9.  a  door  of  utterance  in  miniders  monthsj 
and  a  door  of  entrance  in  hearers  hearts.     Then  mini- 
fters  fpirits  (hall  be  enlarged,  and  their  tongues  loofcd 
in  preaching  *,  and  hearers  appv:tices  will  be  sharpened, 
and  their  hearts  melted  in  hearing.      When  the  Lord 
comes  with  his  Spirit,  and  gives  teftimony  to  the  word 
of  his  grace,  then  the  arrows  of  the  word  (hall  pierce 
the  confcience  \  the  wounded  (hall  cry,  what  (hall  we 
do  to  b^  faved  \  And  multitudes  (hall  fall  under  Zion's 
King,  Pfal.  xiv.  5. 

4.  Then  Chrilt's  kingdom  doth  increafe,  when  truth 

triumphs  over  error,  and  pure  dodrine  and  worihip 

prevail  againft  fuperditiou  and  delufion.      There  are 

j)anpy  feafons  when  the  Lord  doth  magnify  his  po\/^'er 

P  %  in 
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in  binding  up  the  wmds  of  herefj  and  falfe  ioCttiwp 
and  making  pure  fcripture- truths  to  be  relSflied  and  prN 
ferrid  to   the  vain  opinions  and  falfe  reafinrings  of 
men.    Then  he  caufes  Infidelity,  Deifm,  Sodnianifaii 
Arianifm,  Popery,  and  Arntinianifm,  to  be  Tcjededaod 
abhorred  :  And  makes  men  willing  to  fubjeA  their  own 
reafon  to  divine  revelation,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  phin 
truths  of  the  word,  and  the  gofpeWfdieme  of  hmi 
loft  Tinners  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  tad 
through  his  death  and  parchafe  only.     Then  he  hAttp 
men  to  fee  their  own  natural  inopoteoey  and  inabilkf 
to  do  any  thing  for  their  own  recovery  and  happinefti . 
fo  that,  infteaq  of  afcribing  their  good  anions  and  at* 
tainments  to  die  good  nfe  of  their  own  nataral  poweni 
they  are  willing  to  acknowledge  God  in  every  tiling 
that  is  good  in  them,  and  to  afcribe  all  to  the  pnKc 
und  glory  of  his  free  grace,   who,  for  Chrift's  &ke, 
wori^  in  them  both  to  will  and  to  do.    O  diat  ChriS 
dnd  his  truth  may  thus  increafe  in  the  world  I 

5*  This  blcfled  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  inda^t 
the  downfial  ^  its  enemies,  and  efpecially  die  ore^ 
throw  of  Mahomet  and  Antichrift,  the  ruio  of  Baby ; 
Ion,  and  the  binding  up  of  fatan,  that  grand  eiKfliy 
whidi  excites  all  the  reit.  This  isforet6ld|-Rev.  zx.  2. 
Now  when  once  that  time  comes,  that  fatan  ftaV  be 
reftrsdned  and  bound  up  from  irifluencing  itilets  to* 
perfecute  or  opprefs  the  church  f  from  inftigating  fe> 
ducers  to  propagate  errors  ;  and  from  exciting  fchit 
matical  and  {editions  perfons  to  fow  diiTenfion  amoof 
the  follovi'ers  of  Jefus ;  then  the  kingidom  of  Qkm 
will  greatly  increafe  in  the  world. 

6.  It  imports  the  increafe  of  true  piety  and  hoft- 
tiefs  among  the  fubjcds  of  Chrift's  kingdom^  when 
they  ihall  ftudy  an  univerfal  gonformity  to  their  hoi; 
]jbrd  and  Mafter,  and,  like  him,  make  it  their  meat 
and  drink  to  fetve  God,  and  do  his  will :  When  their 
minds  and  affe£lions  fhall  be  greatly  difengaged  from 
the  world,  and  the  ftrain  of  their  converfations  ihaUbe 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  :  Their  lives  (ball  (bine  in  hoU- 
pef^  and  good  works  i  and  their  ^eat  (ludy  (hall  be  to 
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have  their  fpirics  and  tempers,  their  walk  and  carriage, 
in  flU  irefpe£ts  fuch  as  t>ecomes  the  gofpel  of  Chrift : 
When  they  (haU  be  jufti  righteous,  and  troe,  in  ail  their 
dealings,  words,  and  anions  \  when  they  ihali  be  meek 
and  lowly,  fober  and  t^*mperate,  patient  and  peacea- 
ble, loTing  and  forgiTing,  hmrmkfs  and  inuScnGTei  in 
all  the  parts  of  their  converfation :  and  at  the  fame  tiii^e 
ftiall  abhor  and  depart  from  alt  lying  and  diiTembling, 
injuftke  and  intemperance,  pride  and  ambitioo,  flan«. 
dering  aiid  backbiting,  malice  and  revenge,  dtfcord  and 
ftrife,  and  whatever  elfe  is  contrary  to  true  godlinefs, 
«nd  the  pattern  of  the  holy  Jefus  :  then  it  is  that  Chrift  b 
kingdom  (half  greatly  increafe. 

7.  There  is  in  it  the  increafe  of  zeal  and  public*  fpirit* 
ednefs  for  pTomoting  true  religion,  and  of  Chhftian  coti. 
rage  and  magnanimity  in  owning  and  avowing  of  Chrift 
and  bis  caufe  before  the  world.  When  Chriftians  fhall 
not  be  aAiamed  of  a  cruc'rfied  Jefus,  or  of  bis  truths, 
ordinances  or  people,  but  (haU  openly  profefi  him,  glo« 
ry  in  him^  and  whatever  belongs  to  him  ;  and  alfo  bear 
<eftinM>ny  againft  every  thing  that  he  hates  or  forbids ; 
and  -when  a  fpirit  of  reformation  (hall  be  poured  upon 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men ;  fo  as  every  one  in  tkcir 
feveral  ftations  and  capacities  (hall  <lo  their  utmoft  to 
iapprefs  fin,  and  recommend  Chrift  and  his  ways  to  all 
around  them :  then  it  is  that  Chrilfs  kingdom  and  glor 
Ty  will  increafe  in  the  world* 

Head  IL  I  propofed  next  to  enquire  into  the  times 
and  feafons  of  this  glorious  increafe.  God  hath  his  fet 
times  for  Zion's  increafe  and  glory,  which  none  can 
ftop,  Pfal.  cii.  'i'3.  The  apodolic  age  was  the  mod  re- 
fioarkable  fet  tinie  for  it  that  ever  was,  when  every  fer- 
mea  tnade  new  conquefts  aai  additions  to  the  church, 
till  every  city  and  corner  of  the  vaft  Roman  empire 
was  fioved  with  Chriftians.  But,  belides  this,  we  have 
prpmifes  of  a  more  full  and  ample  increafe  of  ChriiVs 
kingdom  in  the  latter  days,  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  of  which  Daniel  (peaks  in  his  prophecy,  Dan. 
ii.  28,  44«  and  Dan.  vii.  27.  There  he  tells  us,  tliat 
111  thefe  latter  days  God  will  fet  up  a  great,  large,  and 
•    '  flourifliinir 
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flourifhin^  ktngdomi  which  will  break  aH  others  in  pie* 
ces,  and  (land  for  ever.  That  he  means  the  flourilhing 
ftate  and  glorious  incieafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom  towardl 
the  end  of  the  world,  U  clear  from  this,  that  he  makei 
the  latter  days  he  fpeaks  of,  to  be  the  days  of  the  kings 
which  (hould  divide  the  fourth  monarchy,  or  Romaa 
empire,  among  them.  This  empire  was  to  be  divided 
into  ten  kinp;doms,  called  in  the  Revelation  ten  homs» 
and  reprtfcntcd  in  D.m.  ii.  41.  by  the  ten  toes  of  the 
feet  of  the  image.  Now,  the  ftone  cut  out  of  the 
mount,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  is  faid  to  fmite 
the  imzge  upon  its  feet,  and  break  them  in  pieces,  yer. 
35.  which  Hgnifies  Chri(l*s  conquering  the  Roman  erfw 
pire,  when  divided  into  ten  kings,  or  kingdoms,  caUed 
ten  horns,  Rev.  xvii.  which  divifion  hath  happened  ia 
Uie  latter  days.  And  thefe  horns,  or  kings  and  jcing- 
doms,  being  joined  together  in  giving  their  power  to 
the  bead,  or  Roman  Antichrift,  as  their  head,  do  pro- 
ferve  fome  (hadow  of  the  ancient  Roman  empire  or 
monarchy,  feeing  Antichrift's  power  is  almoft  as  exteik 
five  as  the  emperor's  once  was.  Hence  Antichrift  if 
fometimes  called  the  image  of  the  bead,  and  is  Ciid  te 
exercife  the  power  of  the  fir  ft  beaft,  Rev.  xui.  i2,  14* 
as  being  fet  up  at  Rome  in  p(ace  of  the  Roman  empiie 
in  the  weft,  and  as  bearing  the  likenefs  of  the  then  enik 
peror  that  reigned  there.  For  at  the  time  the  faid  em- 
pire lay  dead  and  wounded  by  the  fword,  or  invafion 
of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  and  in  efFe&  was  not,  the 
Pope  got  up  and  mounted  the  beaft,  which  the  empe- 
ror had  rode  upon  before  hrim,  namely,  the  Roman 
ftate,  for  that  is  the  body  of  the  beaft,  and  fo  fet  up  a 
new  image  of  the  old  Heathen  empire  at  Rome,  llie 
papal  power  may  be  well  called  its  image,  as  being  like 
it  in  largenefs  of  dominion,  in  form  of  government,  an4 
in  tyranny  and  idolatry. 

When  Chiift's  kingdom  was  firft  fet  up  in  the  a- 
poftles'  time,  the  Roman  empire  was  on  its  iron  legs,  as 
reprefented  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  that  is,  it  was 
in  its  greateft  ftrength.  But  in  the  latter  days,  which 
Daniel  fpeaks  of,  Dan.  ii.  28,  44.  when  Chiift's  king^ 
dom  is  wonderfully  increafed,  the  empire  is  in  its  feet:: 

an(L- 
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and  toes,  that  is,  in  trn  kingdoms  fubje^^  to  th^  beaft, 
as  they  are  explained,  Reir.  zvii.  |2»  13.  17,  i8«  Novtr^ 
as  DanieJ  teUs  us,  it  is  upon  thefe  that  the  (lone  fmltes^ 
and  fo  it  is  among  them  that  Chri(l  will  mak^  his  (r(o- 
rious'conqueils  in  the  latter  days.  For  it  is  faid,  Thefe 
kings  (hall  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb 
ihall  overcome  them,  not  only  their  pov^er  and  armies^ 
but  he  (hall  at  length  overcome  their  hearts,  (o  that  they 
CUali  be  brought  to  hate  the  whore,  and  make  her  dcfc« 
late,  Rev.  xvii.  14,  16.  which  time  is  yet  to  come. 

Then  it  is  that  Chrift's  kingdom  will  receive  a  glori- 
ous increafe,  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become 
his,  as  in  Rev.  ii.  15.  Then  the  great  river  Euphrateg 
will  be  dried  up,  for  preparing  the  way  of  the  kmgs  of 
the  eaft,  Rev.  xvi.  1 1.  Then  the  blindnefs  of  thp  Jews 
fliall  be  removed,  and  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  (hall 
come  ini  Rom*  xi.  i,  25,  26.  Thefe,  and  many  other 
famous  prophecies  about  the  increafe  of  Chrift's  king- 
.dpin  ^tnd  glory,  do  remain  .to  be  accompli(hed  in  the 
latter  days,  at  leaft  in  the  extent  -,  fuch  as  chofe  that 
fbretely  That  every  thing  in  Jerufalem  fiiall  be  holy: 
the  people  (hall  be  all  righteous :  the  fan£l;uary  (hall 
bccleanfed,  and  purity  J>e  both  in  the  worlhip  and 
wor(hipper8  in  the  temple,  and  no  more  a  Canaanite  in 
the  houfe  of  the  IiOrd  :  all  nations  (hall  be  gathered  to 
fee  his  glory :  there  (hall  be  no  more  war  betwixt  na- 
tions :  the  Jews  (hall  be  gathered  out  of  all  the  coun- 
. tries  where  they  are  difperfed,  and  brought  to  their 
owQ  land  ^  they  (hall  be  no  more  feparate  kingdoms, 
&c.  For  which  fee  lia.  ii.  2,  3,  4.  Ifa.  xxvi,  2.  Ifa« 
lii.  1.  Ifa.  Ix.  5,  10,  12,  13,  21.  £zek«  xxvi.  24,  28. 
Ezek.  XXXV  21.  to  28.  Dan.  viii.  14.  Zech.  xiv.  ar. 
Rev.  xi.  i^  &c.  Now,  what  a  glorious  increafe  muft 
it  bring  to  the  Mediator's  kingdom  and  glory,  when  all 
thefe  prophecies  and  promifes  (hall  be  fulfilled  concern, 
iog  the  overthrow  of  Babylon  and  Antichrid,  the  de- 
lhu£lion  of  the  Turki(h  empire,  the  in-bringing  of  the 
JewSf  with  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  i 

In  regard  the  fall  and  deftru£tion  of  Antichrift,  or 
the  papal  power,  is  the  great  mercy  promifed  to  th<:; 
church  in  die  latter  daysj  and  with  which  all  the  other 

blelfin^Ji 
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\Aet[\nf%  promifed  are  conneded ;  and  that  the  lbri|^  • 
rnre  is  mcfte  particutar  about  the  time  of  its  being  m 
filled,  than  any  other  %  it  is  fit  to  enquire  what  ia  thew 
faid  abort  it.  An6^  frfi^  let  us  view  the  foregoiigflpn  « 
and  forerunners  of  Antichrift's  fall,  and  of  Qirifff 
romtn^  to  deliver  his  people  from  his  tyranny^  wludlk 
point  out. the  times  as  near;  fuch  as, 

Firjf^  Previous  thereto,  there  will  be  a  great  defatf*^ ' 
tton  among  all  the  churches  of  Chrift.     Among'  6orf\i  J 
people  deadn?fs  and  formality  fhall  fo  increafe^  that  al , 
the  virpns  (hall  feem  to  fall  afleep.    Errors  and  falfe 
doflrtnes  ihaH  greatly  abound,  the  luminaries  (hall  be 
darkened,  and  the  ftars  (hall  withdraw  their  (hining;' 
Many  minifters  (hall  fuck  in  corrupt  principles  abotfP 
the  glorious  do£^rines  of  the  gofpel,  partiiovhiflf  tbk' 
of  juftiiication';    by  which  means  the  earth  fiiall'le*- 
turned  into  blood  and  (laughter.     Tea,  in  thele  laft -' 
days,  there  (ball  be  falfe  teachers,    who  privily  ftal  - 
brmg  in  damnable  herefies,  even  denying  the  Lordtkit- 
bought  them.    There  (hall  be  many  infidels,  -and  prcN 
fane  fcoSers,  who  fliall  make  a  mock  of  ferious  godfr 
ixefs,  and  the  Holy  Spirit's  operations ;  and  feoff  fltdiA^ ' 
gofpel-revelation,  and  the  way  of  faying  fiAn<fi.%|f 
Chri{t  and  his  righteoufnefii  imputed  to  us.     Atf»thty 
will  deride  the  promi(i?s  of  his  coming  to  defhroy  Ami- 
chrift,  to  deliver  his  people,  and  to  judge  the  world* ' 
faying,  **  Where  is  the  promife  of  bis  coming  ?  for  all 
things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning.'*   Of 
thefe  things  the  apoftle  Peter  fpeaks  in  the  7A  and  3d 
chapters  of  his  2d  epidle.    Nay,  fo  general  (ball  tne 
defe£lton  and  infidelity  of  the  world  at  that  time  be* 
that  our  Lord  bimfelf  tells  us»  that  when  he  Cometh, 
he  (hall  fcarce  find  faith  upon  the  earth,  Luke  xviii  t. 
that  is,  he  will  find  few  that  have  the  firm  belief  of 
the  gofpel  truths,  and  few  that  have  faith  concerning 
Chriil's  coming.     So  great  have  been  the  reelings  of 
the  ^vcnrld,  fo  long  the  delays  of  Chrifl's  coming,  and 
fo  frequent  their  miftakes  who  have  prefixed  times  for 
it,  that  there  will  remain  but  little  faith  in  any  about 
his  glorious  appearance  for  his  church,  when  behold  he 
is  juit  at  the  door*     As  Atheifts,  Dt^iiU^  and  adveif»- 

nes 
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ries  of  the  truth  hare  been  much  harJeneJ  in  their  in- 
fidelity, by  the  miftakes  of  thofe  who  have  b?en  too 
particular  and  peremptory  in  timing  future  events.:  fo 
the  godly  themfelves  may  be  fadly  ft  ikcn,  and  tempted 
io  defpair  of  Chrift'e  coming,  when  he  fo  long  pifTetli 
:hcir  reckoning.  Therefore,  faid  he,  "  When  the  Son 
3f  man  cometh,  (hall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth  ?''  But 
;1ory  to  his  name,  *'  He  is  faithful  and  true,''  and  will 
:onie  at  the  appointed  time,  and  the  unbelief  of  man 
[hall  not  make  the  promife  of  God  of  none  effeA* 

2.  There  (hall  be  great  troubles  in  the  world,  and 
very  great  fear  and  didrefs  in  the  church,  before  help 
arife  to  her,  Dan.  zii.  i.  Daniel  is  certified,  that  when 
Cbrift  is  to  (land  up  for  the  church,  "  there  (hijl  be  a 
time  of  trouble,,  fuch  as  never  was  fince  there,  was  a 
nation,  even  to  that  fame  time,  and  at  that  time  thy 
people  ihall  be  delivered."  So  in  Matth.  xxiv.  and  Liike 
%xu  Chrift  faith,  that  before  his  coming,  there  (hall  be 
Rrange  figns  in  the  heavens,  and  in  the  earth,  .earth- 
quakes, wstrs,  and  rumours  of  wars,  the  rulhing  of  na- 
tions one  againft  another,  and  fuch  unirerfai  difl;rc(5| 
that'mens  hearts  will  be  failing  them  for  fear ;  and  e« 
ven  then  (hall  deliverance  be  at  hand. 

3.  Chrift  will  appear  when  his  church's  enemies  are 
moft  confident  and  fecure,  and  particularly  when  the 
Romi(h  harlot  is  lifted  up  with  pride  by  her  fuccefs  in 
this  or  that  kingdom,  and  begins  to  fay,  ^<  I  fit  as  a 
queen,  and  (hall  fee  no  forrow."  But  then  it  is  that  ker 
plagues  (hall  come  as  in  one  day,  Rev.  xvii.  7,  8.  How 
confident  was  that  cruel  perfecutor  Dioclefian,  of  his 
fuccefs  againft  the  church,  when  he  ere£led  pillars^with 
that  infcription,  Deleta  Superjlitione  ChrjJIiana  ?  Then 
he  thought  be  bad  got  Chriftianity  extirpated,  and  the^ 
church  ruined ;  when,  behold,  her  glorious  deliverance 
under  Coiiftantine  the  Gr^at  was  jujl  at  hand. 

4.  Before  Antichrift's  fall,  one  of  the  ten  kingdoms 
which  fupported  the  beaft  (hall  undergo  a  marveltous 
revolution,  Rev.  xi.  13.  "  The  fame  hour  there  was  a 
great  earthquake,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell.'* 
By  which  tenth  part  is  to  be  underllood  oqe  of  tlie  ten 
kingdoms  into  which  the  great  city  Romifli  Babylon 
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vas  dmM  t  cLis  r33T:T  take  fo  fcr  dhr  IkftiftiM  d 
Fnoce ;  ic  haz%  Ae  test!-  sem!  faft  of  tiie  lin^iOMi  al 
to  the  tzme  of  i»  nle.  sad  i!:at  wladi  pie  RoflK  Aft 
der.ocniniticn  of  c&e  ^exft  vidi  tea  boms  i  aid  aHb^  k 
h^rz  t^e  only  cne  cf  rb*  rr^  e^Jt  vas  oeter  eoofKiel 
0ace  ks  nCr.  Hovrrrr  srl.lelr  tliis  and  odicr  li^ 
fihc&d  citct*  tcij  appnr  at  the  tine^  yet  die  Alm^li 
ty  hand  of  the  od!v  vife  God  cxb  feoo  hriag  dtetl  i* 
hoot  vhen  leift  meSed.  Though  the  dsmA  ftddl 
be  wnpt  aboot  vid&  the  MackeR  ckwdt  and  MAA 
darkncis,  for  a  time,  that  viR  be  no  ftof  to  GodTsgRlK 
defigns.  As  a  bttl<r  before  the  break  of  <by  k  Aft 
darkf  ft  time  of  all  the  night ;  fb  nfbaVy  it  is  a  ditk 
hoor  before  the  day  break  of  the  chardi'k  deEfeiafcCfc 
Let  us  not  then  be  fhaken  in  our  minds»  whafttftt 


ftorm  Uov,  bat  firmly  bcHere  the  word  of  a  trae  ftil  1 
faithful  God,  That  all  his  promiles  to  hb  dmdi  iWt    I 
be  exaAly  accompliOied  :  That  he  vill  rife  in  dM  IM    1 
and  fcatter  all  his  eneir.ies  ;  and  that  die  fet  ttmefoilh    ] 
vouT  Zion  will  certainly  come.     May  we  then  be  hd]^    ' 
cd  to  lock  to  heaven,  and  cry  for  a  Ready,  fixeda^anl 
pcrferenAg  faidi,  that  we  may  neter  be  diakell,  no! 
carried  away  by  the  preraifirg  torrent  of  inlidelity^btil 
may  ftill  be  eftablilbed  npon  me  firm  rock  of  tntu^^ 
Chrift'afakc!  Amem 


Of  the  Increafe  of  Chrift's  Kingdonu 
SERMON    XIL 

On  John  iii.  30.  He  mufl  tMcreafe^'^^ 

rN  the  preceding  difcourre^  I  was  fjpeaking  of  the 
Jl  times  and  feafons  of  the  incteafe  or  Clurift^s  king- 
dom and  glory  ;  and  feeing  this  increafe  in  the  latfcr 
days  is  Ycry  much  conne£lcd  with  Antichrift's  fall,  I 


vas  enquiring  a  little  into  the  time  of  that  fall,  and 

mentioning 
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mentioning  fixne  forerunners  of  it.  But  to  get  a  more 
certain  view  of  it,  it  is  fit  to  enquire  into  the  fcripture 
'accc^unt  of  the  time  and  length  of  Antichrift's  reign  \ 
whidi>  according  to  Rev.  xi.  2,  3.  and  xii.  6,  14.  and 
^tii.  5.  doth  anaount  to  1260  years,  as  is  generally  a« 
greed  ta.  Now,  if  we  could  hit  upon  die  time  when 
uiefe  ye^rs  began,  we  fliould  certainly  know  when  his 
teign  would  end*  But  God,  for  our  trial  and  exer« 
eile,  hath  left  us  much  in  the  dark  when  to  begin  them. 
Thus  aifo  dealt  God  with  his  people  in  ancient  times  ; 
for  though  he  told  the  on  their  bondage  in  Ej^ypt  would 
be  400  yearsj  their  captivity  in  Babylon  would  be  70 
years ;  and  from  the  commandment  to  rebuild  the  tem- 
ple to  the  Mefliah's  death,  there  would  be  70  weeks  of 
Jears^  or  490  years :  yet  ftill  the  precife  time  when  to 
egifi  the(e  computations  was  much  queilioned  among 
thrai.  So  that  they  never  were  perfectly  certain  about 
tlie  cia&  times  of  1the  church's  deliverance,  until  the 
gioiyoiis  erents  happened  \  and  then  every  one  fa  w  clear« 
¥j  when  they  ihouU  hitve  dated  the  beginning  of  thefe 
jMrcdiAed  years*  Now  the  fame  is  the  cafe  with  yelped 
to  Antichrift's  reign  and  downfall.  Though  now  we  be 
ftot  certaio  when  to  begin  the  1 290  years,  which  is  the 
duration  of  Antichrift's  reign  \  yet,  after  the  event  of 
his  fall,  die  time  of  its  commence.ment  will  be  fo  plain, 
.  that  after  ages  will  be  apt  to  wonder  that  we  fell  into 
6ich  nsiftakes  about  it.  Some  in  their  calculations  have 
begun  Anti(;hritt's  reign  too  early :  others  again,  per- 
haps, begin  it  too  late.  Some  of  which  i  ihall  men- 
tion, with  the  grounds  of  their  opinion. 

I.  Becaufe  Antichrift  is  called  the  bead  .with  ten 
horns,  Rey.  xjii.  ji.  and  the  txxi  horns  or  kings  receii^ 
their  power  one  hour  with  the  beaft,  and  give  their 
power  and  kingdom  to  thebeaft,  Rev.  xvii.  12,  13^  17* 
Many  therefore  did  begin  Antvchrtft's  reign,  as  foon  as 
the  Ronan  empire  was  broken,  and  divided  into  ten 
different  l^ingdoms  \  to  wit,  when  the  tenth  or  laft  horn 
appeared,  which  was  the  kingdom  of  the  Franks,  noav 
eaUed  die  French,  under  CKildericus  their  king,  in  the 
jKar  4)f  our  JU>rd  456 ;  to  which,  if  we  add  1260  years, 
die  timft  of  Anticbrift's  reign,  the  ei^d  of  it  was  to  have 
(^2  been 
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been  in  the  year  1716,  and  accordingly  Riany  did-  e%f 
pcd  it  that  year  :  But  the  event  .hath  fiiewcd  that  th^ 
began  Antichrid's  reign  too  foon.  And,  indeed/  the 
fcriptufe  doth  not  fay  that  his  reign  (though  conteoK 
porary  v^ith  the  ten  horns)  (hould  begin  as  fooa  as  tke;  . 
laft  of  them  appeared  ;  and  in  the  year  456,  Antichrift 
was  fcarce  difuernible  in  the  charch.  But  yet|  id  tte 
year  1716,  Antichrifl  got  a  fevere  blow,  when  the  Lord 
broke  his  intereft  in  Britain ,  by  defeating  the  rebellt^ 
there  in  his  favour,  and  fecuring  the  Proteftant  foC* 
ceffion  to  the  crown  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 

11.  Others  did  begin  Antichrid's  reign  20  years  aftcf, 
viz.  in  the  year  476  ;  becaufe  till  then  fome  fiiadow  rf 
the  old  Ronoan  empire  remained*     For  it  was  not  en* 
tirely  diiTolved,  nor  did  the  ten  horns  appear  formatty 
in  its  room,  till  the  depofition  of  Auguftulus,  who  wts 
the  laft  of  the  Roman  emperors  that  reigned  over.bodi 
eaft  and  weft.     Now  he  was  depojfed  in  the  year.  471^ 
after  which  time  the  very  name  of  the  Roman  empiiie 
in  the  weft  became  extindl.     Thofe  of  this  way  ef 
thinking  did  alfo  ftrengthen  their  opinion  from  that  fecit 
in  2  ThefTi  ii.  7,  8.  "  He  who  now  letteth,  vriU  let, 
until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  way.    And  then  (hail  tint 
wicked  one  be  revealed ;''  that  is,  Antichrift,  who  then 
was  working  under  ground,  would  not  formally,  ap* 
pear  until  the  removal  of  the  Roman  emperor,  wbofi; 
power  in  the  weft  did  greatly  hinder  the  papal  tyranny 
and  grandeur.     Now,  according  to  this  opinion,  An* 
tichrift's  reign  ihould  have  ended  in  the  year  1736,  but 
the  event  aifo  hath  difcovered  they  began  it  too  foon* 
For  though  the  bifbops  of  Rome,  upon  the  fall  of  .the 
empire,  made  great  progrefs  in  their  projedied  ufurpa* 
tion,  yet  Antichrift  was  not  formally  revealed  fo  foon 
as  476.     Neither  did  the  fcripture  fay  that  he  would 
be  immediately  revealed,  and  begin  his  reign  upon  the 
removing  of  the  Roman  emperor.    But  tho'  the  Lord 
did  not  overturn  Antichrift  in  the  year  17361  as  fome 
expe£ted,  yet  I  hope  he  bath  taken  a  remarkable  ftep 
toward  it,  and  for  the  increafe  of  his  own  Idngdom 
in  or  about  that  year,  by  raifing  up  eminent  inftra- 
ments  for  fpreading  his  glorious  gofpel  thro'  the  world, 
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futh  as  the  Moravian  brethren,  and  Oxford  methodids; 
and  particulaiiy  by  fending  forth  the  Rev.  Mr  White- 
field,  that  very  year  to  preach  the  everlafling  gofpel 
with  wonderful  fuccefs.  And  now,  both  Jie  and  others 
whom  God  hath  excitedi  have,  fince  that  time,  made  a 
noble  progrefs  in  this  work,  both  in  Europe  and  Amt- 
ricai  by  preaching  in  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit, 
and  with  power,  the  do<^rine  of  free  grace,  of  origi- 
nal {in,  of  regeneration  by  the  holy  Spirit,  and  of  jul- 
tification  bv  Chrid's  righteoufnefs  alone  ;  which  doc- 
trines had  been  ladly  baried  before.  And  i  verily  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  by  the  effuGon  of  the  Spirit  with  the 
gofpel,  and  the  bright  convincing  appearances  of  Chrid, 
and  free  grace  in  the  glory  of  gofpei-light,  that  Anti- 
chrift  will  be  confumed  and  deftroyed  \  and  Chri(i*i 
kingdom  increafed  and  enlarged. 

ill.  Some  there  are  who  are  very  late  in  beginning 
Antichrift's  reign,  not  before  the  biftiops  of  Rome  tttr:> 
ed  grofiy  idolatrous,  and  fet  up  for  the  worlhip  of  U 
Biagesy  and  for  excommunicating  and  depofing  the  em- 
perors of  Qmftantinople,  their  civil  rulers,  becaufe 
they  oppdied  them  in  their  idolatry.  This  was  firft 
attenspted  by  Pope  Conftantine  againft  this  emperor 
Philippicus,  in  the  year  713;  and  afterwards  pra^tifed 
with  greater  boldnefs  and  fuccefs  by  Pope  Gregory  IL 
againft  the  emperor  Leo,  in  the  year  726.  According 
to. this  opinion,  Antichrists  reiga  will  not  end  before 
the  year  1973. 

IV.  Bat  the  moft  probable  time  for  commencing 
Antichrift's  reign,  feems  to  be  when  Boniface  ill.  got 
himfelf  declared  univerfal  biihop  and  head  of  the  church, 
and  aflumed  the  title  of  Pope,  which  was  in  the  year 
606.  And  in  this  ufurped  fupremacy,  he  was  then 
owned  and  fabmitted  to  by  the  ten  horns  or  kings,  who 
gave  their  power  to  him.  Then  it  was  the  Pope  be- 
came Chrilt's  declared  oppoiite,  by  ufurpiog  his  pecu- 
Kar  offices  and  titles,  and  fo  appeared  formally  to  be 
Antichrift.  Now,  iif  we  add  to  606,  the  time  of  Anti* 
thrift's  reign,  1260  years,  his  dominion  will  not  tt\A 
till  the  year  1866,  which  is  124  years  hence.  Though 
none  now  living  will  fee  this,  yet  wc  may  comfort  our- 
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felines,  AS  once  a  godly  man  did  :  **  I  hate  huA  a  lonpof 
delire«"  faid  he,  **  to  fee  ot  hear  of  the  fall  of  Aaii^ 
chriil :  but  I  check  myfelf,  1  (hall  pro  to  heaTeOf  and 
there  the  rews  of  it  (hail  quicUjr  arrive,  for  both  an^ 
gels  and  faints  will  rejoice  at  it.  Rev.  xviii.  ao«  Vfhfi 
that  %W\  be  the  happy  time  of  the  increaCe  of  QmKt 
kingdom  and  glory.  .MayGodhaften  it  for  Cbrift'ft 
ikke. 

The  third  Head.  I  propofc  next  to  giye  feme  ra* 
ions  why  Chrift  mud  increafe  as  above  : 

1 .  Becaufe  of  the  decree  and  promife  of  God|  whi^ 
cannot  fail.  He  hath  promifed  this  not  only  to  tltt 
church,  Jer.  sziii.  5.  but  alfo  to  Chrift  bimfelf,  F£d« 
ii.  8.  and  ex,  i\  2.  And  furely  *<  he  will  not  ahe? 
the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  his  lips^  he  will  iiot  lie 
unto  David,  Pfal.  izxxix.  34,  3$. 

2.  Becaufe  it  is  for  the  fake  of  the  kingdom  of  Chriftt 
smd  its  increafe,  that  God  hath  mTiiQ  the  worlds  uA 
hath  given  the  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  of  pro- 
vidence to  Chrift  himfelf  in  order  to  (ecure  the  aceoow 
pliffameiit  of  all  the  glorious  promifes  naade  to  him, 
ibe  rein«  of  government  are  put  in  his  own  hand.  Mat* 
xxviii.  18.  £ph»  i.  22.  And,  to  be  fure,  the  great  Me* 
diator  will  fee  to  his  own  intereft. 

3.  Bbraufe  Chrift  is  the  darling  of  heaven,  Nearly 
beloved  of  God  for  undertaking  the  redemption  of  a 
loft  worlds  a  work  whereby  God  is  highly  glorified. 
In  this  tranfadion,  he  chearfully  complied  with  the  im 
vice  will,  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  crofs,  and  therefore  bis  nam^e  muft  be  exAltod 
above  everyvname,  and  every  knee  muft  bow  before 
him^  Phil.  ii.  8>  9,  io. 

APPLICATION. 

I.  Ufe  may  he  of  information  i 

I.  We  here  fee  what  encouragement  we  have  to  pray 
as  we  are  taught,  ^iy  kingdom  ccnn^  and  that  it  may 
be  increafed  and  enlarged  4  feeing  we  pray  for  what 
God  hath  decreed,  promifed  and  foretold,  and  muft 
certainly  come  to  pais* 

a.  It 
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a.  It  rauft  then  be  great  follf  to  oppofe,  the  fiourifli-' 
ing  of  Chrift's  kingdom  \  they  who  do  it  have  a  ft -on;; 
terty  to  fight  agaiiift,  even  the  omnipotent  God,  wlw 
oath  faid  of  Chrift  and  bts  kingdom,  He  muft  encreafe. 

II.  Ufe  may  be  of  reproof  and  wArning  to  all  who 
wottid  hinder  the  incrcafe  of  Chrifl*s  kingdom  and  glo- 
ry in  the  world ;  fuch  as, 

1.  Thofe  who  pcrfecutc  and  oppfefshis  people. 

2.  Thofe  who  promote  the  violent  fettlement  of  mi- 
Aiftcrs  contrary  to  the  will  of  congregations,  and  there- 
by put  a  ftop  to  the  converfion  and  edificatioii  of  fouls« 

jr  Thofe  who  promote  infidelity,  error,  or  any  doc- 
trine in  the  church,  contrary  to  the  fimplicity  and  po- 
lity of  the  gofpel>  and  the  fcripture  fchemc  of  falvation 
by  Chrift  and  his  furety-righteoufnsfei  whereby  free 
grace  is  exalted  and  fclf  debafed. 

4.  Thofe  who  rcfufe  to  fubjcft  themfelves  to  the 
bws  of  his  kingdom,  and  will  rather  obey  their  owa 

Eailions  and  lufts,  faying  in  their  hearts,  *'  We  will  not 
ave  this  man  to  reign  oyer  us  j"  if  Chrift  be  a  King, 
kt  him  be  a  King  without  a  kingdom,  fubj;£ls,  or' 
laws )  if  we  could,  he  (hould  have  none.  O  finners, 
take  heed  what  you  are  doing  ;  you  dire^Iy  oppofc  the 
will  of  that  God,  who  faith,  He  mufi  incrtafe, 

III.  Ufe  of  lamentation.  We  may  here  take  occa^ 
Son  to  bewail  the  ftate  of  Chrift's  kingdom  in  divers 
placeSj  in  which  it  gnce  flourifhed  and  increafed,  but 
now^alas  !  decreafeth;  as  in  France,  Germany,  Poland^ 
Bohemia,  Ht^iigary,  Piedmont,  and  other  foreign  parts, 
and  likewife  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  particularly  in 
our  mother  church  of  Scotland  !  Oh  \  what  a  dreadfid 
flood  of  infidelity,  atheifm,  irreligiort,  damnable  here- 
fies,  loofenefs  of  principle  and  of  pra^ice,  contempt  of 
God  and  religion,  fcoflings  at  the  truths  of  God  and 
feriotts  godlinefs,  hath  broke  out  in  this  age,  and  f welled 
to  a  greater  height  than  at  any  time  fince  our  bleiT^d 
reformation.  Our  holy  Chriftian  religion,  in  its  firm 
foundations  and  infallible  proofs,  hath  been  openly  at- 
tacked and  ridiculed  by  profe0l'd  infidels  atid  pretenders 
to  reafon  amongft  us^  and  that  notwlthftanding  tl>e 
^rdng  obligations  they  ly  under  by  their  baptifm  and 

education. 
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education  to  adhere  to  it.  And  many  pretended  fritadi 
have  been  undermining  and  dedroying  iti  by  promo€iii|( 
opinions  and  praflices  inconfiftent  with  its  purity  tod 
intered.  Yea»  all  ranks  of  us,  whether  magiftrateSy 
minidersy  nobility,  gentry,  citizsns  and  commons,  'are 
fadly  chargeable  with  the  prevailing  d^feftions  and  de-  * 
clenfions  of  the  age.  Alas,  we  have  left  our  firft  lovCr 
and  have  wofuUy  degenerated  from  our  anceftors  pietyi 
zealy  and  folemn  engagements  to  the  Lord  !  How  la^ 
nientable  is  our  ncgleft  of  family-worfhip,  fecretpray- 
er,  fabbath-fan£ti[ication,  and  gofpel  holinefs  !  As  alio 
our  lofing  our  former  iivelintfs  and  fpirituality  in  Giod'i 
worfhip  and  fervice,  and  letting  Qur  devotion  dwindle 
away  into  a  dead  formality,  and  mere  bodily  fenrice  \ 
And,  finally,  how  ftrong  is  the  propenfity  of  the  prc- 
fent  generation  to  vanity,  Itghtnefs,  plays,  comedies^ 
romances,  idle  diverfions,  contempt  of  ordinances,  ly- 
ing, cheating,  perjury,  and  all  forts  of  immoral  prao 
tices» 

Upon  account  whereof  God  is  provoked  to  forfakc 
his  ordinances,  and  fmite  our  church  with  fore  judg* 
mcnts,  fuch  as  a  fpirit  of  divifion,  a  mifcarrying  wombf 
and  dry  breads,  impenitency  and  hardnefs  of  hearti 
fufpending  the  Spirit's  influences,  fo  as  hearts  are  not 
melted  by  the  word.  The  angel  defcends  not  to  trou^ 
b)e  the  waters,  and  the  difeafed  (lep  not  in  to  be  healed 
as  in  former  days.  Our  hearts  do  not  bum  while 
Chrifl  is  talking  with  us  ;  the  times  of  refrefliing  come 
not  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  And,  alas  !  we 
who  arc  in  the  miniftry  want  not  reafon  to  fear  that  we 
have  a  hand  in  bringing  on  the  judgments,  by  our  un- 
dertaking the  miniftry  for  carnal  ends,  and  without  ex- 
perimental knowledge  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  regene- 
ration ;  helping  in  lax  men  to  the  miniftry,  and  dif- 
couraging  the  more  ferious ;  little  reading  and  ftudying 
the  fcriptures ;  want  of  zeal  and  concern  for  the  con- 
verfion  and  edification  of  fouls :  Seeking  ourfelves  in 
our  public  appearances,  more  ch^n  the  glory  of  our 
blcfled  Mafter,  not  looking  to  him  I'or  furniture,  and 
depending  on  his  prefence  and  Spirit  for  fuccefs  :  Not 
labouring  more  earneftly,  and  preaching  more  routing* 
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!y  for  awakening  and  convincing  of  fouls  :  laying  (lum* 
bling-blocks  before  hearers,  by  (inful  ftrifesi  untender 
walking,  and  wrong  fteps,  whereby  they  are  tempted 
to  abhor  the  offerings  of  the  Lord,  not  afiing  as  faith- 
ful ftewards,  by  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,  and 
fpeaking  to  the  different  cafes  of  the  converted  and  un- 
converted, » faints  and  tinners ;  and  not  making  it  the 
great  end  of  our  fermons  to  convince  loft  tinners  of 
dieir  mifery,  to  exalt  a  crucified  Chrift  as  their  only  re- 
medy,  and  to  lead  poor  fouls  to  him.  O  that  all  ranks 
were  brought  to  acknowledge  their  guilt,  and  to  lament 
the  hand  they  have  had  in  ftopping  the  increafe  of 
Chrift's  kingdom ! 

IV.  Ufe  may  be  of  confolation  to  all  the  friends  of 
Chrift.  Though  you  have  caufe  of  fear  and  trembling, 
becaufe  of  the  melancholy  view  you  have  of  the  church's 
cafe  at  prefcnt,  her  groans  and  grievances,  deftftions, 
and  backilidings,  and  the  power  and  fuccefs  of  enemies  ; 
yet  rejoice  in  the  tidings  my  text  brings,  "  Chrift  muft 
increafe.'*  The  church  (liall  arife  and  fiiine,  her  light 
(hall  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (hall  rife  upon 
her.  It  (hall  not  be  in  the  power  of  all  her  enemies, 
though  hell  and  Rome  be  joined  with  them,  to  hinder 
this  increafe.  Antichrift  muft  fall :  He  hath  been  in 
a  deadly  confumption  thefe  200  years,  and  will  expire 
at  length.  Whatever  be  the  oppofition,  Chrift  muft 
overcome,  triumph,  and  increafe  at  laft.  His  church 
will  certainly  outlive  all  her  enemies.  And  though 
fomctimes  (he  may  decreafe  in  feme  places,  yet  we 
(hould  mind  that  Chrill's  kingdom  is  like  the  fea,  what 
it  lofeth  in  one  place  it  gaineth  in  another.  If  it  lofe  in 
Europe,  and  gain  in  America,  Chrift  lofeth  nothing. 
And  tho'  his  church  in  our  land  be  brought  low,  yet 
her  Head  and  King  lives,  and  many  of  his  worthies 
have  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  it,  that  he  would 
not  leave  her,  but  return  and  revive  his  work  in  her, 
with  a  powerful  arm,  and  fpreading  glory. 

V'  Uic,  of  exhortation.  And  here  I  exhort  and  ob- 
teft  all  ranks,  high  and  low,  to  do  what  they  can  in 
their  (tations,  by  their  prayers  and  endeavours,  for  the- 
coming  and  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom^  as  Chrift  di« 
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re£ls,  Mat.  vi.  10.  O  how  concerned  was  Dand  tU 
way  !  Ffal.  xxv.  22.  and  li.  18.  And  fo  were  A&ph, 
Ifaiah,  Daniel,  Nchemiah,  Paul,  &c.  Pfal.  Izz.  14. 
]fa.  Ixii.  1.  Uan.  ix.  16,  &c.  Neh.  ii.  3.  Rom.  x  1.-^ 

Confider  alfo  the  woes  and  judgments  denounced  > 
gainft  thofe  who  are  unconcerned  for  the  intereft  of 
Chrift's  kingdom,  Amos  vi.  i,  6.  Efther  iv.  14.  like- 
wife  take  a  view  of  the  bleffings  which  would  attend 
the  increafe  of  it.  The  Redeemer's  glory  would  be 
maprnified,  the  church  would  become  a  fruitful  motfaec 
of  many  children^  and  many  fons  and  daughters  woaU 
be  born  to  God.  Then  light  would  fpread,  knowledge 
be  incTcafed,  ignorance  vanifh,  error  be  abhorredi  u- 
tan  reftrained,  vice  forfaken,  virtue  e(leemed|  love  and 
peace  cultivated.  Then  the  lives  of  Chriftians  would 
ihine,  fabbaths  would  be  days  of  heaven,  fermons  and 
facraments  would  be  longed  for,  the  friends  of  Cbiifl 
valued  as  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  and  all  wit 
clonics  ways  would  be  pleafant  and  delightful.  And 
what  happy  times  would  thefe  be  ? 

^lejl.  What  are  thofe  means  and  endeavours  WC 
fl)ouid  ufe  for  the  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom  and  glo- 
ry in  the  world,  according  to  our  feveral  ftations  anc 
capacities  ? 

j^ns.  I.  Let  magiftrates  contribute  to  this  noble  end. 
both  by.thcif  authority  and  example,  difcountenancing 
the  immoral  and  vicious,  and  putting  refpeft  upon  the 
virtuous  and  godly.  Let  them  with  zeal  and  impartialitj 
execute  our  good  laws  for  fupprcfling  open  vice,  fucba* 
drntihnr.efs^  unclcanuefs^  profaning  of  the  Lord*s  navir 
and  cfthe  Lcrd^s  day,  &c.  Let  tnem  in  their  own  livc^ 
be  patterns  to  others  in  juftice,  fobricty,  family  religion 
and  attending  upon  public  ordinances :  and  vno  doub 
their  good  examples  would  have  great  influence  upoi 
thofe  arouno  them- 

2.  Let  minillers  efpecially  lay  out  themfelves  fo 
this  increafe,  by  making  it  the  great  fcope  and  end  ^ 
thtir  fermons  to  awaken  fecure  finncrs,  and  lead  thc^ 
to  Chrift  ;  by  diligent  catechizing  ot  them,  and  deali^^ 
particularly  with  young  perluns  in  private  about  the 
Ibuls,  and  taking  great  painu  with  them  at  their  fi' 

.    admii&' 
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^naiffion  to  the  Lord's  table.     Let  them  be  careful  to 

^ep  back  the  ignorant  and  ungodly  from  that  holy 

Wdixiance  ;  and  depend  on  the  miniftration  of  the  Spi- 

^  for  all  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours.     Let  them 

oeware  of  licenfmg  or  ordaining  any  to  fjcred  func- 

wns,  who  are  not  of  good  report  for  true  pit^ty  and 

MUndnefss    and  of  inipofing  pallors  upon  con-:;ref;r.-i 

"Ons  without  their  confent  or  good  likin^r.     Ljt  them 

feach  to  their  flocks  by  thf^ir  good  lives,  as  well  as 

^rir  lips  ;  and  in  all  things  b-^have  as  tras  friends  cf 

^^  Sndegroom,  du firing  (like  John  Baptid)  that  their 

biefled  Mafter  may  incre<tfe,  though  rhey  AiomIiI  tK> 

creale;    that  his  name  may  be  grear,  though  theiis 

ftoixld  fink  to  nothing. 

3  -  I-iCt  elders  in  their  fphere  contribute  all  they  can 
to  the;  flourifhing  of  ChrilVs  kingdom,  by  thch*  ftrvc:  t 
pray-^fS  for  it,  and  ftudying  to  be  exemplary  in  tatr.iiy 
reli^i^n,  fobriety  and  hoiin^fs  of  life  :  by  rcp^-ovln-jj  a:iil 
adni.c>niihiiig  of  thofe  who  walk  difor  ".erly,  informiiijv 
mm  I  dei-g  about  them,  and  friithfully  aflifling^tliem  in 
t^c  ^xercife  of  d.fcipline,  and  in  ruling  and  governing 
of  tU^  church. 

4*  Let  teachers  of  youth  affifl:  in  this  work,  by  la- 
bour ing  to  inftill  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  way 
of  ^^iTadon  through  Chrift,  very  early  into  their  fcholars 
''^^'^cis;  and  to  perfuade  men  cf  the  ncceifuy  and  ad- 
van  t:3gc  of  prayer,  a  new  heart,  godlinefs,  meeknefs, 
ohaftity,  fobriety,  and  jaftice.  And  likewifc  to  train 
"^er>-i  up  in  t)^g  abhorrence  of  vice  in  ail  its  kinds,  and 
of  every  thing  that  n\ay  prove  an  inlet  or  enccurage- 
iner\t:toit. 

5  -  Let  parents  and  heads  of  families  do  what  they 
caa  to  fei  up  and  increafe  Chrift's  ki;ij];doiii  in  their. 
fanntlies^  by  maintaining  the  worfhip  of  God  i'l  them  ; 
fan ^ify ing  the  fabbath  in  ail  their  dweilingi,  j  caie- 
cbizing  and  infirucling  children  and  fervant:,  and  re- 
qw^Ting  an  account  of  the  fermons  they  hear ;  reprov- 
*^'g  and  curbing  fin  wherever  it  appears  5  and  earnelU 
*y  '<^commending  Chrift  and  the  new  bivth,  prayer, 
read  ing  of  the  bible,  and  hcly  living,  to  ail  wirlnn  their 
gate*  J  and  efpecially  to  children,  when  their  hearts  arc 
R  2  younij 
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yourg  and  tender ;  for  thefc  arc  the  hope  and  feed  of 
the  next  prc-neration.     Let  us  follow  the  example  of  the 
Jews  in  Nehcmiah's  time,  who  repaired  the  wulls  ^ 
Jcrufalem,  every  one  againft  their  own  houfesi  N^^ 
iii.   10,  &c.      If  every  one  would  fweep  before.  th»-^ 
own  door,  it  would  foon  make  a  clean  ftrect.     AncS- 
all,  whether  in  public  or  private  ftations,   would  J— — ^ 
gently  apply  thenifelves  to  that  part  of  reformati^^ 
work  that  lies  neareft  to  them,  and  within  their  rca**^- 
there  would  foon  be  a  happy  change  among  us. 

6.  liCt  thofc  whom  God  hath  blefled  with  worl*^  - 
fubftance,  employ  part  of  it  for  the  increafe  and  ^3^ 
largement  of  Chrifl's  kingdom,  by  fupporting  charir  5 
fchools,  and  encouraging  miniders,  preachers  and  ^^ 
techifls,  to  travel  in  dark  places  of  the  world,  both 
home  and  abroad,  for  propagating  Chriftian  knowled^^ 
and  bringing  precious  fouls  to  Jefus  Chrift  ;    fureiA- 
there  is  no  better  ufe  that  money  can  be  put  to ;  mar-» 
cf  our  fellow  Chrifcians  have  done  worthily  this  ws-' 
before  us,  and  the  good  eflcfls  thereof  are  notorious^ 
which  ihould  excite  others  to  the  like  aSs  of  charit:^ 
and  bt::ieficence,  which  have  fuch  an  evident  tendenc^:^ 
to  fjvc  perifhing  fculs,  and  increafe  our  dear  RedeenoC^ 
er's  kini^dcra  -and  glory. 

Ol-jcci,  Dut  (fay  fome)  we  are  poor  and  in  low  fta^ 
ticn^,  what  can  we  do  for  Chrift's  kingdom  ? 

ArJ",    There  are  feveral  things  incuHibent  on  you  foi^' 
this  no'jie  en  J.,  be  what  you  will. 

I.  Let  every  man,  whatever  his  ftation  be,  receive 
t]^e  goipei  revelr.tion  with  a  hrin  unlliaken  faith,  as  the^ 
v.:ry  tru:h  ot  (^cd,  and  the  way  of  bringing  men  to^ 
ctciiicil  lire,  which  God  bimftif  hath  deviled.      Abhor" 
the  impious  cavils  of  infidels  againft  it,  and  receive 
;;cl'pel-rTu:]is  with  warm  love  and  aflcction.    Love  and 
Mcli  Ciod,  v.lio,  in  his  ii. finite  love  ar.d  wifdom,  con- 
Tvivid  this  fcheme  ot   ialvation,  and  Jefus  Chrift  that 
•Acciit'd  it,  by  ihedding  his  blood  on  die  crofs.      Let 
<\\K.'\\  cne  by  f.;ith,   put  his   hngrr  in  the  print  of  the 
!:.ti;{i,  anv''  cry  with  Thomas,  **  He  is  my  Lord^  and 
iViV  Ciod.'* 

2.  Let 
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as  Let  every  man  ftudy  to  recommend  this  excellent 
Itligion  to  the  world,  by  •-•onfonning;  hii  pr  ;cii  :e  to  its 
rules,  and  adorning  his  life  with  Oiinins;  holinefs  and 
rlnue;  and  by  guarding  againft  all  injuilice  and  dif- 
hmefty,  pride,  pailion,  revcn^re,  evil-fi3eakin?»  and  e- 
wy  thing  that  may  ftumbie  and  beget  prejudices  in 
men  againft  Chriftijinity,  who  are  too  apt  to  impute 
the  faults  of  its  profciTors  to  the  religion  itLIf.  If  e- 
icry  profeiTed  Chriftian  would  contribute,  by  perfonal 
jefonnation,  to  mend  one,  then  we  Ihould  ali  be  inend- 
<d,  and  the  increafe  of  ChriiVs  kingdom  would  be  gio« 
xious. 

3.   Let  every  one  be  fearching  diligently  into  the 
time  prefixed  for  the  church's  being  in  fackcloth  ;  viz. 
the  1 260  years.     And  when  (« ike   l).4nicl)  we  under- 
fed by  books  that  the  time  of  finilhing  them  is  near. 
let  us  with  him,  Dan,  ix   2,  3.  fct  our  faces  unto  the 
^rd  God,  to  feek  by  prayer  and  fupplications,   with 
iafting,  that  he  may  remove  all  hindrances,  and  haften 
*iie  time  of  the  church's  liberty  and  increafe.      If  you 
«an  do  no  more  for  it,  pour  out  earnelt  prayers  to  God 
At  fulfilling  his  promifes  of  the  downfal  of  Antichriifc 
and  Mahomet,  the  inbringing  of  the  Jews,  with  the 
f  ulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  :    And  that  he  would  pour  out 
sfpiritof  mourning  and  repentance  upon  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  other   reformed  churches,  for  their 
«3ccay8  and  backfl»dings,  put  a  ftop  to  infidelity  and 
«nor,  maintain  purity  of  doctrine  and  worlhip,  remove 
the  caufeo  of  divilion  and  contention,  heal  breaches, 
^nd  reftore  peace  :    And  that  God  may  grant  a  fpirit 
of  reformation,  and  of  z:al  for  Chrift's  kingdom,  to  all 
nicn  of  power  and  influence,    that   they  may  exert 
thcmfclvcb  for  the  enlargement  of  Chrifl's  dominions, 
and  the  diminifliing  of  fatan's  :  and  that  he  would  fend 
a  large  effufion  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  qualify  initru- 
nicnts  for  fpreading  his  pofpel  through  the  world. 

We  arc  apt  to  be  difcouraj;ed,  when  we  fee  not  likely 
inftruhnents  to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work,  and  bring  a- 
bout  the  glorious  things  he  hath  promiled  \  and  to  cry, 
"  By  whom  Ihall  Jacob  arife  ?''  Not  miiiding  that  God 
can  mife  up  children  from  ftones,  and  infcruments  to 

ferve 
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ferve  hjm  where  thry  were  nor  cxp'-ftrd.  .  Though « 
Lc  eft  at  our  wit'»:  end,  we  (hpu'd  never  be  at  oi 
faith's  end.  God  c?.n  never  be  ai  a  \oh  to  cany  o 
liis  woik.  while  he  hath  enouph  of  clay  and  fpirit  1 
form  iiiitiunienrs  for  his  purpofe.  V»  hen  the  arm  < 
the  JiOfd  d«)th  once  awak..  for  his  church,  no  imped 
va^wx  can  (top  him  ;  he  mak-  s  out  that  plcafant  woi 
in  Pfal.  Ixviii.  ii.  "  The  Lord  gave  the  word*  gns 
was  the  company  of  thofc  that  pub) ifhed  ic."  Thepoui 
injr  out  of  God'b  Spirit  from  on  high,  doth  anfwcr  a 
chjiciions,  overcome  difficuliirs,  provide  fuppliesi  an 
afford  remedies  in  the  mo  ft  liefptrate  cafes. 

O  how  dcfperjte  like  was  Luther's  attempt  ifl  tb 
year  15:79  when  he,  a  poor  monk,  ftt  himfelf  again 
the  torrent  of  idolatry  and  corruption  that  prevaile 
under  Antichriil  at  that  time  !  It  feemed  as  ridiculou: 
as  if  a  man  had  fct  his  flioulder  to  a  great  mounuin  0 
purpnfe  to  remove  it.  And  Co  it  was  in  the  reckonin 
of  the  wifcil  of  that  age  -,  and  hence,  when  Luthi 
opened  his  dcfigns  to  a  great  dodtor,  who  difapprovc 
of  the  Romiih  corruptions  as  well  ajj  he,  he  bade  Lb 
ther  retire  to  his  ceil,  and  pray,  Lvrd  have  mercy  on  us 
as  if  there  was  no  remedy.  Yet  how  wonderfully  di 
the  purity  of  dodliine  and  wortijip  break  forth  andp« 
vail  to  aniczement,  among  fundry  nations,  {o  as  to  Ihak 
the  foundations  of  Antichrilt's  throne,  and  give  him 
deadly  v»ound,  under  which  he  hath  been  languifliin 
ever  fincc  !  There  had  been  fcverai  attempts  ior  refo 
mation  made  by  others  lotiji  before  Luther,  as  by  Wicl 
lifF,  Hufs>,  and  Jerom  of  Prague  ;  but  ail  were  iiic 
fedual,  becaufe  God's  tin»e  of  reformation  was  fl 
then  come.  But  we  fee  when  on.c  that  time  comet 
no  man  is  able  to  hinder  it,  more  than  (lop  the  f 
from  breaking  out  under  a  cloud.  It  becomes,  th^ 
all  the  Lord's  feiVciurs  and  people,  to  keep  in  the  W 
of  duty,  and  wait  patiently  till  his  fet  time  to  fav*^ 
Zion  doth  come. 

Hov^  patiently  did  Jofhua  and  the  priefts  wait  '- 
the  downfdi  of  jencho  !  Amicill  the  iniultb  of  enemJ 
thiy  continued  m  their  dutiful  obetiience  to  God,  < 
compaffing  the  city  every  day,  and  blowing  with  trU 
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pets  of  rams  horns,  carryingr  the  ark  (till  alongft  with 

them.     This  they  did  fix  days,  once   every  day;  and 

feven  times  upon  the  fevcnth  day.      All  the  fix  days 

the  walls  flood  firm,  not  a  ftone  moved,  nor  a  pinning 

in  it   loofed  ;  nor  was  there  any  ateration  for  the  moft 

part   of  the  feventh  day,  until  the  evening,  when  God's 

fct  time  was  come  ;   and   then,  without  diffi-ruliy,  all 

came   tumbling  down  at  once.     In  like  manner,  let  us 

perfevere  with  patience  in  the  wiy  of  duty,  looking  to 

God  9    and  blowing  with  the  gofp^l- trumpet,  which  by 

man^  is  dcfpifed  as  the  found  of  a  ram's  horn  :    but  if 

we  liold  on,  carrying  Chrift  (the  bleft  antitype  of  the 

ark)    along  with  us,  we  Ihall  come  off  wiih  triumph  at 

laft.        One  thing  is  fure,  Antichrift  niu/i  decreafe^  and 

Chrift  muft  increafe,     Jericho  mult  fall,  and  Zion  muft 

be  bixilt  up.      And  howrver  dark  and  cloudy   the  pre- 

f      lent  time  be,  we  arc  well  iiffared  from  Pfaim  cii.    i^^ 

•*  When  the  Lord  lliall  build  up  Zton,   he  ihall  appear 

in  his  glory."      The  Lord  in  mercy  haften  that  time  ia 

Scotland,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  earth,  tor  Chrift's  fake. 

Amen,  Even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus.    Ame^  and  Amen, 
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FIVE   SERMONS 

fKMACMZD   B£FOK.t  AND  AfTXR 

THE   CELEBRATION 

or   TRX 

LORD^S  SUPPER. 
SERMON    Xlir. 

'  &My  a  Tifi-day^s  Sermcn  before  tht  LordU-Sufper. 

Of  God*s  Whhdrawings  from  his  People,  and 
their  Exercife  under  them. 

Jerem.  xiv.  8.     0  the  hope  oflfraei^  and  Saviour  tbefeof 
in  the  time  qftroub/e  j  'u>byJbouidfi  thou  be  as  ajiranger, 
im  the  land;  and  at  a  way  faring  man ^  that  tnrnetk  a» 
Jide  t9  tarry  for  a  night  ? 

THIS  chapter  was  penned  in  time  of  a  great  dearth 
in  the  land  of  Judah,  occafioned  by  a  grievous 
drought  and  want  of  rain,  which  fell  out  about  the 
latter  end  of  king  Jofiah  his  reign  :  which  calamity  the 
pTopfaet  pathetically  laments,  and  t^kcs  as  a  token  of 
God*8  withdrawing  his  gracious  prefence  from  them ; 
thereupon,  ver*  7*  he  makes  a  mod  humble  confeffion 
of  fin,  in  name  of  the  chuich,  difclaims  any  thing  of 
voith  or  merit  in  themfeives^  and  pleads  only  the  glo- 
r/ «f  Go4*8  name. 

The  pro|Jiet'»4tope|  in  the  text  and  context,  is  to 

deprecate  God's  judgmcnt3|  and  particularly  thatterri- 

VoL.  IIL  S  We 
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ble  one,  of  his  withdrawing  his  prefrnce  from  his 
churth  and  proplc.  **  Why,  (favs  he,  ver,  8.)  (houldft 
thou  be  as  a  ftra*  per  in  thtr  land  ?"  and»  vcr  9-  *•  Leave 
us  not.'*  So  that  he  feems  to  pafs  from  the  conGdera* 
ti^n  of  t^e  ftroke  of  drought  to  that  of  God's  with- 
drawing his  prffencc  from  them.  Whence  we  mayob- 
fcrvc,  that  God*8  people  dread  and  deprecate  the  widi^ 
drawing  of  his  gracious  prefence,  more  than  the  remo- 
val of  all  their  creature- comforts,  or  any  other  judg- 
ment what  foe  vcr. 

Morr  particularly,  in  the  text  we  have,  I.  The  gra- 
cious titles  he  give%  to  God,  as  the  grounds  on  which 
he  pleads  for  his  gracious  favour  and  prefence,  "  Othc 
hope  of  Tfrael !"  i.  e.  the  objedt  of  Ifrael's  hbpc,  whofc 
word  and  promife  is  the  only  foundation  of  their  hope : 
"  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael  in  the  time  of  trouble,**  i.  c.  the 
helper  and  deliverer  of  Ifrael  in  former  times  of  diftrefs. 
And  then,  from  thefe  grounds  he  doth,  in  the  fecond 
place,  humbly  plead  ard  expoftulate  the  matter  widi 
God  in  a  twofold  qucftion  :  i.  "  Why  (houldft  thou 
be  as  a  ftranger  in  the  land  ?'*  i.  e.  Why  (houldft  thou 
behave  to  us  at  this  time  as  a  (Iranger,  in  keeping  at  a 
diftance  from  us,  and  inclining,  as  it  were,  to  drop  all 
acquaintance  and  correfpondence  with  us  :  2.  "  Why 
(houldft  thou  be  as  a  way-faring  man,  that  turns  afide 
to  tarry  for  a  night  ?"  i.  e.  Why  (houldft  thou  fccm 
unconcerned  about  our  intereft  and  welfare,  like  a  tra- 
veller that  comes  into  an  inn,  and  never  inquires  into 
the  affairs  of  it  ?  Or  why  (houldft  thou  pay  (uch  (hort 
and  tranfient  vifite,  as  if  thou  waft  weary  of  us,  and 
ready  to  depart  for  good  and  all. 

Doc.  That  as  fometimes  it  pleafeth  God  to  with* 
draw  himfelf,  and  behave  as  a  ftranger  to  bis  church 
and  people  ;  fo  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  will 
be  fuch  matter  of  exercife  and  trouble  to  the  ferioos 
feekers  of  God,  as  fuch  a  difpenfation. 

As  this  is  plainly  founded  on  the  text,  fo  alfo  it  is  e- 
vident,  from  many  other  places  of  fcripture,  and  the 
pra£lice  of  the  faints  therein  recorded^  Job  xxiii.  3,  8, 
9.  Ffal.  xiii^  x,  2*  PfaL  xxvii.  7. 

In 
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In  handling  this  doftrine,  I  (hall  obferve  the  follow- 
ing method  :  i,  Premife  fome  things  for  the  better  un- 
derftanding  of  it.  2.  Shew  when  it  may  be  faid,  that 
the  Lord  withdrattrs  from,  and  behaves  as  a  (Irahgerto 
his  people.  3.  For  what  reafons  and  grounds  he  ufeth 
to  do  fo.  4^  When  it  may  be  faid,  that  people  are 
duly  cxcrcifed  about  this  melancholy  difpenfatiom  5. 
Whence  it  is,  that  this  difpenfation  is  matter  of  fuch 
cxercife  and  trouble  to  the  fcrious  feekers  of  God.  6. 
I  fljall  make  fome  improvement  of  the  whole. 

I  begin  with  xhtjirjl ;  viz.  To  premife  fome  things 
for  the  behcr  uhderftanding  of  this  dodlrinei  and  for 
preventing  mtftakes. 

f .  Hewever  God  doth  at  any  time  .  withdraw  from 
his  people,  yet  we  muft  remember,  he  never  takes  a- 
way  his  loving  kindnefs  from  them,  Ifa.  li?.  lo. 

2.  However  God  may  withdraw  the  fenfible  artd 
comforting  influences  of  his  Spirit  from  his  people ;  yet 
he  never  withdraws  his  Spirit  from  them,  as  to  his  real 
prcfcnce  and  inhabitation  for  the  prefcrvation  and  fup- 
port  of  their  fpititual  life,  John  xiv.  17. 

3.  God*8  withdrawings  from  his  people  arc  never 
cither  total  or  final,  but  only  in  part,  and  for  a  time, 
Hcb,  xiii.  5.  Ifa.  liv.  7,  8.  God  never  leaves  his  people 
altogether,  but  is  ftill  gracibufly  prefent  with  them  one 
way  or  other ;  if  not  in  refpeft  of  comfort,  yet  he  is 
with  them  in  refpeft  of  grace,  if  not  in  a  way  of  quick- 
ening, yet  ftill  in  a  way  of  fupport ;  if  not  in  enliven- 
ing their  affedions,  yet  it  may  be  in  enlightening  their 
underilandings  ;  if  not  giving  fenfible  enjoyments,  yet 
in  giving  hungry  deiires  :  fo  that  the  Lord  is  ftill  with 
them  fome  way  or  other. 

4.  There  are  various  degrees  of  God's  withdrawing 
himfelf  from  his  people  ;  with  fome  of  them  the  day  is 
only  dark  and  cloudy  \  with  others  it  is  twilight,  nei- 
ther dark  kior  light ; .  but  with  many  it  is  night  :  wi>h 
fome,  neither  the  fun  nor  ftars  have  for  many  days  ap- 
peared ;  but  wi(h  others  (according  to  their  apprchen* 
fion)  it  is  a  total  eclipfe. 

5.  Wc  fhould  diftinguifli  betwixt  God's  withdrawing 
from'bis  people  in  point  of  comfort,  and  his  ^i^^iraw- 
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ing  in  point  of  grace.    Thefe  two  do  not  (Uil  go  togs- 
tber :  for  the  firft  may  be  where  the  fecond  is  not.   A 
believer  may  be  deprived  of  the  (hinings  of  God's  lore 
and  favour,  when  yet  faith  may  be  lively,  defires  ftroog, 
the  heart  tender,  and  grace  in  a  vigorous  cooditioo  | 
but  oft  times  Qod  withdraws  in  point  of  grace^  as  well 
as  in  point  of  comfort :    I  do  not  mean  in  rcfpcA  of 
the  habit  of  grace>  for  this  can  never  be  rooted  oo^ 
vhere  it  is  once  planted  \  but  only  in  refpc^  of  tbe 
exercife  and  fome  particular  degrees  of  grace :   Tbefe 
may  be  loft,  fo  as  the  foul  becomes  weak,  and^  iomt- 
times  very  feeble  and  languid  in  duty  \  the  breath  grows 
cold,  the  pulfe  beats  low,  **  and  the  things  that  itmm 
fpem  ready  to  die,"  Rev.  iii.  2- 

II.  The  (econd  thing  propofed,  was  to  (hew  whea  it 
may  be  faid  that  the  Lord  withdraws,  and  behaves  ass 
(Iranger  to  his  people* 

1,  When  he  withholds  his  wonted  ads  of  limiAcft 
from  them  ;  fees  them  in  trouble,  and  fteps  no|:  in  for 
their  relief^  as  in  former  times*  Of  this  the .  cfairch 
complains,  Ifa,  Ixiii.  15.  *^  Where  is  thy  zeal  ai^dtb; 
ilrength  ^  The  founding  of  thy  bpwels,  and  thy  mer- 
fcies  toward  me,  are  they  now  reftrained  ?"  He  fufi^ 
their  enemies  to  gather  ftrength,  to  rife  up  and  oppieft 
them,  and  bring  them  very  low  ;  and  did  not  ieem  tore* 
gard  their  cry,  nor  (hew  his  mercy  or  power  in  hclpi&g 
them ;  but  withdrew  his  hand,  and  behaved  as  a  ftranger 
that  was  not  concerned  about  them.  It  was  on  5m 
^iccount  that  Gideon  reckoned  God  to  be  withdrawn 
from  Ifrael,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  tp 
him,  Judg.  vi.  12*  and  faid,  ^<  The  Lord  is  with  tbce, 
thou  mighty  man  of  valour."  But  Gideon  was  fo  mupk 
taken  up  with  the  diftrefled  cafe  of  the  church  in  ge- 
neral, that  he  waves  the  confideration  of  his  own  par* 
ticular  cafe,  and  fays,  ver.  13.  "  Oh  my  Liord  j  if  the 
Lord  be  with  us,  ^hy  then  is  all  this  befallen  us?  hvA 
where  be  all  his  miracles  which  our  fathers  told  us  of?** 
q  d.  If  the  Lord  were  not  withdrawn,  and  become  as 
a  Itranger  to  us,  furely  he  would  not  have  fuffeicd  the 
i^lidianites  to  oppreis  us  fo  fore  and  fo  long,  ^x^ithout 
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appearing  for  our  help.  In  like  manner  oftimes  reafons 
a  poor  difcouraged  bcliev^fi  If  the  Lord  were  not  wich- 
djratvn»  why  ihould  my  old  iufts  (>jrha^h  I  once  thought 
vcre  both  killed  and  buried)  rife  up  and  trouble  me  ? 
Alas  !  I  am  left  to  ftruggle  again  ft  them  alone,  aiid 
"  iniquities  prevail  agaiail  me  j*'  I  ftrive  to  ftem  the 
lidc,  but  it  grows  the  more  :  **  How  long  (hall  the  e- 
pcmy  be  ea^aited  over  me  ?" 

2.  When  the  Lord  threatens  to  .remove  the  fig/is 
and  fytnbois  of  his  prefcince  from  his  people^  viz.  pur^ 
ordinances  and  facraments  ^  when  he  lets  enemies  co:n- 
bifie»  and  carry  on  their  plots  for  this  purpofe  \  wheu 
cur  fpnngs  are  in  hazard  of  being  ftopt  or  poifoned, 
^d  w«  put  to  feek  our  *'  fpiriruil  bread  with  the  peril 
of  our  livc$j  becaufe  of  the  fword  of  the  wiidernefs," 
Lam.  V,  9.  This  hath  been  the  lot  of  G^d's  people  ia 
this  land  ;  now  indeed  we  ^tt  our  bread  at  an  ea(i<;f 
rate,  but  aUb  !  we  do  not  prize  it,  nor  grow  by  it.  M.iy 
not  God  be  provoked  then  to  withdraw  it,  or  fend  U6  to 
IJbe  wildtrneiB  again  to  feek  it. 

3.  When  though  the  Lord  continues  pure  ordinances 
gnd  facraments  with  his  people,  yet  d^enies  the  wonted 
blelBng  ^nd  benefit  thereof  to  them,  yea,  blifts  thorn  : 
according  to  that  fad  word,  Mai.  ii.  a.  '^  If  ye  will  not 
bear  and  lay  it  to  heart,  I  will  even  curfe  your  bleffings, 
yea,  I  have  curfed  them  already."  Tliis  we  fear  is  the 
cafe  of  many  \  they  have  the  word  and  facraments  m 
purity  and  plenty^  but  do  not  find  them  bled  ;  God's 
Spirit  doth  not  concur  with  them,  and  their  fouls  dt/Q 
not  thrive  under  them.  Surely  xXvt  Lord  behaves  as  a 
ilranger  to  our  aiTemblies,  when  minifters  are  ftraitened 
in  preaching,  and  people  are  ttraitened  in  hearing  \ 
vhen  we  that  are  fent  to  you,  feel  much  coldncfs  ou 
iNir  own  he^rtSi  and  liavc  a  number  of  cold  hearts  to 
ikal  with,  aQ4  a  liye-coal  is  pot  brought  from  the  altar 
%o  kindle  the  fiire. 

4.  When  the  Lord  frowns  on  his  people  in  the  courfe 
of  his  providence,  denies  them  outward  mercies,  and 

'  4cnouriCes  temporal  (Irokes  and  calamities,  yea,  a£):ual- 
iy  brings  them  on,  whereby  his  people  are  brought  very 
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low ;  they  look  to  God  for  pity,  bot  no  feli^f  wtM\ 
their  diftrtfs  is  long  continued,  and  their  trials'  lei>gdi- 
entd  cut.  So  when  Zion's  captivity  was  prolonj^ 
(lie  cried  out,  Ifa.  xlix.  14.  <*  The  Lord  hath  forfskeA 
n>e,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me." 

5.  The  Lord  behaves  as  a  ftranger  to  his  people, 
uhen  he  trufts  them  with  dumb  and  filent  rods;  tnah 
n'herecf  they  under  (land  not  the  language,  and  where- 
by they  reap  no  benefit.  This  was  the  cafe  of  God's 
people,  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.**  For  the  iniquity  of  his  coveionfr 
ncfs  was  1  wroth,  and  fmote  him  :  1  'hid  me  and  was 
wroth,  and  he  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his 
heart."  Thoujjh  God's  rod  (hould  hare  let  him  to  fee 
his  fin,  and  lay  to  heart  the  caufc  of  the  controverfy, 
yet  he  took  no  notice  of  it,  but  wert  op  in  his  former 
courfe  :  M-my,  though  God's  hand  be  lifted  up,  they 
will  not  fee.  They  arc  not  bettered  by  his  difptnia^ 
lion  5 » 

<5.  When  the  Lord  denies  acccfs  to  his  people  in  du- 
ty,  and  breaks  off  his  wonted    corrcfpondencc    with 
them  :   They  come  to  God's  ordinary  tryfting  places 
xs  ith  his  people,  ordinances  both  public  and  private,  but 
he  is  not  there  \  they  feck  him,  but  (lill  they  mifs  him, 
fo  as  they  are  f  ut  to  cry  with  that  holy  man.  Job  xxiiu 
3.  ••  O  that  1  knew  whtre  I  n^.i^ht  find  him.'*     O  that 
i  knew  the  place,  the  duty,  the  fcrmon,  the  facrament, 
where  I  might  find  him  \  there  I  would   go  and  feck 
him  5  1  try  prayer,  (faith  the  poor  foul)  but  that  brings 
me  net  to  him  \  **  for  when  1  cry  out  and  ihout,  he 
iliutcetfi  out  my  prayer,"  as  Lam.  iii.  8.     Alas  !    1  get 
not  accefb  to  God  as  formerly,  he  carries  now  to  mc  as 
an  alien  •,  for  wlien  I  con^e  i-.nd  knock,   1  find  nothin|r 
but  a  Ihut  door,  and  a  filent  God.     In  a  word,  the 
Lord  withdraws,  and  behaves  as  a  ftranger  to  his  peot 
pie,  when  he  wiO  holds  the  manifcftations  of  his  coun- 
tenance, the  optraiions  of  his  Spirit,  and   the  fpechil 
communications  ci  light  and  liie,  which  he  uieth  to  al- 
low to  them  that  love  him. 

111.  Ihc  next  ihing  wvs  to  enquire  intothe  grounds 
and  reafons,  wJ;y  the  Lord  cirais  lo  with  his  people.  I 
grant,  the  Lcrd  Hiay  thus  withdraw  Irom  them  out  of 

his 
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his  abfolut^  fovereignty ;  but  commonly  he  doth  it  for 
Ac  corre^Uon  of  (in,  Ifa  lix.  2^    As, 

1.  When  they  arc  guilty  of  grofs  fins  and  fcandalous 
outbreakings,  fuch  as  cafl  a  reproach  upon  religion,  and 
the  good  ways  of  the  Lord,  Ifa.  i.  13,  14,  This  is 
plain  in  David's  cafe,  fee  ^  Sam.  xii.  14.  compared 
with  Pfal.  li.  1 1. 

2.  When  they  ^rn  earth!y-mm»led  and  prefer  the 
delights  of  fenfe  to  precious  Chrift,  then  he  withdraws, 
Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  They  that  have  a  (Irong  relifh  for  the 
flefli  pots  of  Egypt,  are  not  fit  to  tafte  the  hidden  man- 
n^.  When  the  Gadarenes  came  that  length  as  to  pre- 
fer their  f  vine  to  Chrift's  prefence,  be  turned  his  back, 
and  departed  from  their  coafts,  Matth.  viii.  28. 

3.  When  we  turn  flothful  and  formal  in  duty,  and 
do  not  ftir  up  ourfelves  to  feek  God's  face,  then  he 
withdraws,  as  is  phin  from  Ifa.  Ixiv.  7.  Cant.  iti.  !• 
If  you  put  God  off  with  bodily  exercife,  he  will  put 
you  off'with  empty  ordinances  and  dry  breads :  If  you 
fcrve  him  not  with  your  fpirits,  he  will  deprive  you  of 
his  Spirit.  Whcreiorc,  if  you  would  have  the  Lord 
be  with  you,  ye  muft  (hake  off  iloth,  "  Arife  and  be 
doing :"  according  to  i  Chron.  xxii.  16. 

4.  When  we  neglect  or  flight  the  Mediator;  fay 
whom  we  have  accefs  and  nearnefs  to  God,  we  pro- 
voke the  Lord  to  withdraw  and  turn  a  ftrangcr  to  uS] 
And  this  we  do,  i.  When  we  do  not  look  to  Chrid 
for  ftrength  to  perform  duty,  but  truft  to  our  ov!:xi 
iVrength  for  doing  it.  2.  When  we  make  a  faviour  of 
our  duties^  and  put  them  in  Chrift's  room  :  And  this 
we  are  prone  to,  efpecially  when  we  att  iin  to  any  free- 
dom or  enlargement  in  duty.  All  is  well  now,  think 
we,  God  is  well  pleafed,  this  will  render  us  acceptable 
to  him»  and  atorie  for  former  guilt ;  and  thus  the  glo- 
rious Mediator  is  forgot,  and  the  idol  felf  is  exalted  m 
his  place  \  which  is  mofl  difplcaung  to  God. 

5.  When  we  mifcarry  under  fignal  manifeflations 
and  pledges  of  God's  lovi.'ig  kindnefs ;  turn  unthmk- 
fui,  remifs,  and  untender  in  our  walk,  <ifter  he  hicliti- 
ken  us  into  his  prefence- cbamoer,  and  (1^  us  und^r  i\\z 
banner  of  his  love.     We  are  to;d  hov/  Sclo.nrm  M\^ 
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mifcarrieJi  '^  errn  affer  th«  Lord  had  appeared  to  Kidir 
twice  ;"  for  which  tWc  Lord  was  provoked  to  wiriidRNT' 
from  him,  i  Kin^s  xi.  9.  And  has  nor  fh^'  LcM  ip* 
peared  to  fome  of  you,  at  commanion  feafonit,  cftentt' 
than  once  or  tw*»ce,  anJ  yet  f^rievoufly  have  they  mifr" 
carried  after  all  ?  Great  caufe  have  ye  to  m6iim  oirtUl 
account,  and  be^r  that  the  Lord  may  not  plcsid  a  \9/Ksig 
controrerfy  with  you  for  it* 

6.  When  we  fin  under,  and  after  great  affli£H0iif 
or  trials  appointed  to  reclaim  os,  God  is  provoked  10 
leave  u«,  lia.  Ivii.  17.^  Has  not  God  fmittefrfeme  ef 
you,  and  broug;ht  you  into  the  furnace,  fo  Chat  ye 
melted  under  his  hand  ?  But  when  in  pity  he  deltvmA 
you  again,  ye  foon  forgot  his  dealings,  and  Tumvd  t» 
your  old  ways.  Is  it  any  wondrt  that. he  frdvk^h  aikd 
behave  as  a  ftranger  fo  you  ? 

7.  God  is  provoked  to  leave  us,  when  \rc  dd  not'er« 
teytain  the  motions  and  kindly  touches  of  his  Spirit  00 
our  hearts;  the  fpoufe  ntgleded  thefe,  fo  dial  her  be» 
loved  withdrew,  turned  a  ftranger  to  her,  and  it  coft 
her  much  travel  and  forrow  ere  ihe  got  bis  couAteoincr 
again,  Cant,  v   2,  3,  6,  7. 

8.  When  we  grow  hardened  and  impenitent  undtr 
provocations,  fo  as  we  have  neither  a  due  fenfe  of  oar 
own  fins,  nor  of  the  fins  of  the  land  wc  Kve  i^,  Hot 
V.  15.  "  I  will  go  and  return  to  my  place,  till  they  ack« 
nowJedge  their  offences,  and  feek  my  face."  Ah  I  wa» 
there  ever  more  guilt  lying  on  a  land,  and  lefs  fceliof 
of  it,  th?.n  amongft  us  at  this  day  ? 

IV.  Hie  y^f/r/^  thing  was  to  (hew  when  it  maybe 
faid  tliat  people  are  rightly  exercifed  under  fuch  a  dif* 
penfatlon,  as  this  of  the  Lord's  withdrawing,  and  be* 
having  as  a  flranger  to  them. 

1.  Wc  may  be  faid  to  be  rightly  exercifed  under  it, 
when  we  are  truly  fcnfible  of  our  lofs,  and  of  our  finSf 
as  the  procuring  caufe  thereof;  and  hence  are  brought 
heartily  to  mourn  and  **  lament  after  the  Lord,*'  a»  the 
prophet  doth  in  the  text  and  context,  and  as  ifrael  did 
in  the  days  of  Samuel,  i  Sam.  vii.  1, 

2.  When  wc  place  all  cur  comfort  and  hr.pptnefs  in 
the  favour  and  prefence  of  God,  and  are  unfatislied  with 
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aU  other  comforts  without  thisi  count  all  worldly  thincfs 
but  lob  sind  dung ;  look  on  fun,  moon,  liealt^.wealth, 
honours,  pleafures,  houfes,  relations^  yea,  life  and 
breath,  as  cnoft  empty  and  comfortlefs  things  without 
God  \  fo  did. the  prophet  in  the  text,  when  he  addrefTes 
himfelf  with  this  title,  **  O  the  hope  of  Ifracl  f"  q.  d. 
AU  our  hope  is  in  thee,  and  we  are  poor,  miferable, 
and  hopelefs  creatures  without  thee  \  and  fo  did  the 
Pfalnift,  when  he  faith,  Pfah  Ixxiii.  25.  <<  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
diat  I  defire  befides  thee." 

3*  When  we  are  at  pains  to  engage  our  whole  hearts, 
and  ali  the  powers  and  faculties  of  our  fouls*,  to  feek  aN 
ter  a  withdrawing  God  :  •*  With  my  whole  heart*  have 
I  fought  thee,*'  faith  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  10.  And  be- 
caufe  our  hearts  are  deceicful,  and  ready  to  (lart  afide 
from  this  work,  we  ihould  be  laying  ties  and  engage* 
ments  on  them  to  be  fincere  and  fervent  about  this 
work,  for  Cod  takes  fpecial  notice  of  fuch  who  do  fo  ;  ^ 
Jer-  XXX.  21.  <<  Who  is  this  that  engageth  his  heart  to 
approach  unto  me  ?'' 

~  4*  When  we  diligently  lay  hold  on  all  opportunities^ 
aad  ufe  all  appointed  means  for  findinp^  an  abfent  God; 
Hke  the  fpoufe  that  fought  her  beloved  about  all  the 
dty,  both  in  ihtjlrfets  and  broad  ways,  Cant.  iii.  2* 
In  all  duties  and  ordinances,  both  private  and  public^ 
our  fouls  ihould/oUow  hard  after  him,  and  purfue  him 
dofely,  (as  it  were)  from  one  ordinance  to  another^ 
Pial.  Ixiit.  8. 

.  5*  When  we  wreftle  with  him  in  prayer  for  his  gra^- 
ctous  return  to  us,  and  611  our  moutho  with  arguments 
Hi  pleading  with  him,  as  the  prophet  doth  in  the  text 
and  context :  i.  He  pleads  the  glory  of  his  name^ 
«•  Do  it  for  thy  name's  fake."  2.  He  pleads  their  hope- 
lefs and  hclplefs  cafe  without  him,  who  was  the  foun- 
tain of  all  help  and  comfort:  "  O  the  hope  of  Ifrael 
and  Saviour  thereof."  3-  He  pleads  the  former  expe- 
riences they  had  of  his  kindnefs  to  them  in  their  help- 
Jefs  condition  :  *'  O  Saviour  of  Ifrael  in  the  time  of 
troable.''  4.  He  pleads  his  power  \  it  was  very  eafy  for 
him  to  relieve  tbemi  whatever  (traits  they  were  in  } 
Vol.  III.  T  '  ••  Why 


146  7b0B0lmf^Gilf^.  SffrXUl* 

<<  Whv  (houldft  thou  be  as  a  man  aftopUhcd*  Mil  mrfltir 
man  th-^t  cannot  fave  ?''  5.  He  pleads  theoutwml^- 
bols  tnH  pledges  of  his  prefencc  he  ha4giv9^Jt6Mift  jUi 
templet  his  ark,  and  oracles :  ^  Thou,  O  Ijflird,  an.ia& 
midft  of  lis."  6.  He  pleads  the  coTenant-nrbt^jdiqr 
ftood  in  to  him  :  *^  We  are  called  hj  thy  name.'*  JIf* 
on  all  which  accounts^  we  befeech  thee  leaye  ua  not 

6.  We  are  duly  ezerci&d  under  God'9  witfadnv* 
ings,  when  we  hold  on  in  oigr  clofe  purfusts  after  IuiBi 
notwithftanding  of  difcour^igemcnts  wA  difiippaipt- 
jnents,  like  Mary  Magdalene,  John  zx«  who  would 
not  leave  the  frpulchre  when  others  left  it«  but  feardi- 
ed  it  over  and  over  again,  yet  waited  on  wjtfa  patieaa, 
(till  looking  for  him,  till  at  length  (lie  fbuud  bcr  Bo* 
loved.  Thus  was  the  Pfalmiu  exercifed,  P£i|,  zzf. 
IC|  16.  ''  Mine  eyes  are  ever  towards  die  Lord^-*- 
Tum  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  iiie«  £tir  I 
am  defolate  and  a(Ri£led/' 

7.  When  we  are  unfatisfied  with  the  beft  meanaind 
ordinances,  unlefs  we  find  God  in  them :  David  wis 
not  content  with  his  enjoying  the  tabemack,  dv 
ark,  (acrifices,  the  paflbver,  and  others  of  God^s  ptute 
ordinances :  but,  in  midft  oT  all Jjjf*  his  heart  and  fldh 
cried  out  for  the  living  God,"  Pfal*  Ixuiv.  %,  Hvpo- 
crites,  if  they  have  the  outward  means,  are  well  ftlis- 
fied ;  for  God's  prefence  and  abfenoe  is  all  one  to  Aem : 
but  fincere  believers  will  not  be  put  off  (b ;  if  God  be 
not  in  the  ordinances,  nothing  can  pleafe  them,  not  tlie 
mod  powerful  fermons,  though  an  angel  w^e  to  preach 
them  y  nor  the  moil  lively  cooununions,  though  a  glo- 
rified apoftle  (hould  come  and  difpenfe  th^ai*  The  ab- 
fence  of  God  is  fuch  a  great  want  to  them,  that  nothing 
in  heaven  or  earth  can  fill  up,  but  himfelf* 

V.  The  fifth  thing  is  to  (hew,  whence  it  is  that  the 
Lord's  withdrawing  and  behaving  as  a  (Iranger  to  his 
people,  is  fuch  a  matter  of  exerciie  and  trouble  to  them. 

I.  Becaufe  of  the  incomparable  fweetneOs  and  advao- 
tage  they  enjoy  in  his  gracious  pre(ence,  while  they 
have  it ;  tor  this  is  the  fum  and  compend  of  all  bleflings, 
and  hath  all  good  things  wrapt  up  in  iL  The  divine 
prefence  brings  light  and  life,  health  and  ftrength, 

peace, 
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peace,  and  coinfort,  yea,  complete  fatisfa£tion  to  the 

gecious  fcml  that  doth  enjoy  it  \  no  wonder  theni  that 
t  people  of  "Ood  (hould  be  (b  much  concerned  for 
the  want  of  it^  for  then  they  may  cry  out  with  Micah, 
and  with  juft  potnd  too»  '^  They  hare  taken  away  my 
godfly  and  what  have  I  more  ?'*  Judg»  xnii.  24- 

II.  BeCaufe  of  the  effects  and  copiequenta  of  God's 
WiAdraurings  from  the  foul  ^  which  being  rery  fad  and 
flseiancholyi  ate  matter  of  great  exercite  and  trouble 
CO  Ctod*8  {MBOple  :  a£r  for  inftancCf  i.  There  follows  u- 
My  M'lt,  a  great  darknefs  »pon  the  fpirit ;  ai,  when 
the  fun  j^s  dbWnj  darknen  covers  the  face  of  the 
earth  \  fo  when  God  withdrawsj  thick  clouds  do  veil 
the  face  of  the  underftanding,  and  the  whole  foul ;  fo 
diat  the  poof  difconfolate  foul  is  bewildered^  knows  not 
bis  Way,  nor  what  eouife  to  take,  but  is  made  to  com- 
plain, as  inXftm«  iii^  a.  '*  He  hath  brought  me  into 
darknefs,  and  not  into  light."  Alas !  faith  he,  I  know  not 
where  I  am,  nor  how  it  is  with  me  \  1  know  not  God's 
mind  nor  >ill  towards  me  \  I  fee  not  any  comfortable 
figoi  fielliier  kn(}w  I  the  time  how  long  9  I  meet  with 
many  dirk  providences,  dark  ordinances,  dark  comma- 
Hiims,  all  is  dark  to  itie. 

1.  Not  only  tlarknefs,  but  mudi  deadnefs  and  ftupi« 
dky  alfo  felzes  upon  the  defetted  ibuL  Why  are  our 
fpfrits  fo  dead  in  prater,  in  hearing,  and  fo  dead  in 
ComAmnicating  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  the  Lord  is  with- 
draim  ?  What  thefe  two  fillers  faid  to  Chrift,  John  li. 
*^  Lotd,  if  thou  hadil  been  here,  my  brother  had  not 
died  ^  ntay  be  well  faid  by  fuch  a  poor  foul,  Lord,  if 
thoa  hadft  b^en  here  prefent  in  fuch  a  duty,  in  fuch  a 
fetmon  or  comn(^uniof),  tny  heart  had  not  been  fo  dead  ; 
for  whv,  as  Mofes  faith,  Deut.  xxx.  aa.  "  He  is  thy 
life ;"  to  when  our  life  withdraws,  we  are  dead,  and 
all  things  MTe  dead  to  us« 

3,  There  follows  alfo  an  unfpiritednefs  and  difabili- 
ty  for  duty :  the  foul  hath  neither  heart  nor  hand  for 
prayetf  for  reading,  hearing,  communicating,  medita* 
eiOn>  ftlf-Cxamination,  or  any  duty.  Deferted  Heman 
faith,  •*  I  art!  as  a  man  that  Jiath  no  ftrength,"  Pfalm 
Ixtxnii.  A*  David^s  complaint  is  much  the  (ame,  Pfal. 
T  2        I  1^1. 
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x\.  12.  ''  Mine  iniquitK  •  have  taken  hold  on  mt^  1 
am  not  able  to  look  up.**  His  fpiritual  ftren^ph  was  (b 
w^(led»  that  he  was  fcarce  able  either  to  fpeaS  or  feok 
to  God.  Now,  what  is  the  cnufe  of  all  our  weakoeft 
and  incapacity  for  duty  ?  Oh  !  the  Lord  is  withdrawn. 
It  18  a  true  word  our  Saviour  faith,  John  rv,  5.  "  Widi. 
out  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ''  It  were  happy  for  08|  tbit 
we  were  mod  fenfible  of  this  truth,  for  wc  arc  moft  apt 
to  truft  to  our  ownftrength^and  think  ftill  we  can  do  well 
enough  for  ourfelvcs :  like  S  imfon,  when  he  had  finned 
away  both  his  God  and  his  (Irength^  yet  he  ^went  forth 
to  Oiake  himfelf  as  at  other  times,  <'  but  wift  hot  dlit 
the  Lord  had  departed  from  him.**  So  many  are  are  in- 
fenfible  of  the  Lord's  departure,  they  go  to  communioni, 
and  think  to  (hake  thcmfelves,  as  at  other  times ;  but,  . 
oh  !  there  is  a  benumbednefs  and  weaknefs  diat  his 
feized  on  their  fpiritSi  they  cannot  now  'lift  op  tbeir 
fouls  at  his  table. 

4*  There  ufually  follows,  on  God's  withdrawing 
great  witherednefs  and  barennefs  on  the  fouls  of  bis 
.  people ;  their  leaf  fades,  their  fruit  drops,  and  they 
quickly  turn  like  the  mountains  of  Gtlboa,  on  which 
there  is  neither  dew  nor  rain,"  John  xv.  6.  "  If  a  man 
abide  not  in  me,  he  is  caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is 
withered."  It  is  his  gracious  prefence  only  that  can 
make  us  ^'  fat  and  flourilhing  in  the  courts  of  our  God.'' 

5.  We  become  expofed  and  liable  to  manifold  dan- 
gers and  enemies ;  for  when  God  withdraws,  our  de- 
fence withdraws  too.  Hence  Mofes  comforts  Ifrael  a-  ' 
gainft  their  enemies,  Num.  xiv.  9  "  Ye  need  not  fear 
them  (faith  he)  for  their  defence  is  departed  from  them, 
the  Lord  is  with  us."  The  Lord's  'prefence  is  his  peo- 
ple's defence  againft  all  the  aflaults  of  their  enemies, 
whether  from  within  or  from  without,  againft  the  pow- 
er of  their  lufts,  the  policy  of  the  devil,  and  cruelty  of 
the  wicked  :  but  if  their  fence  be  removed,  they  arc 
expofed  to  them  all. 

6.  Another  efFeft,  which  is  matter  of  fad  exercifti 
is,  great  trouble  and  anxiety  of  mind  for  former  un- 
Jdddncfs  and  ingratitude  to  God,  Hence  the  Pfalmift 
faith,  Pfal.  Ixxvii*  3.  "I  remembered  God,  ajid  was 
iroubled,"  Formerly  he  bad  remembered  God,  and  was 

comforted  i 
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comforted  ;  his  meditation  of  him  was  fweet^  but  now 
it  was  far  otherwife  :  Oh  !  fays  he,  I  now  remember 
my  unkiodnefs  to  him  that  was  fo  good  to  me ;  tny 
confcience  upbrs&ds  me  for  my  unfuitable  carriage: 
*•  Is  this  thy  kindnefs  to  thy  friend  '"  \^1ierc  are  all 
thy  former  purpofes  and  refolutions  ?  Thy  promifes  and 
vows  made  at  facraments  ?  Are  they  all  come  to  this  ? 
Qh  !  thou  haft  finned  thy  God  and  friend  away  from 
thee  !  It  was.  the  thoughts  hereof  that  brake  Peter's 
heart,  and  made  him  weeo  fo  bitterly. 

7.  There, follows  on  it  very  melancholy  and  unwel- 
come thou^ts  of  death  and  judgment.  When  God  is 
pri^fent  with  the  believer,  he  can  fay  as  in  Pfal.  xxiii. 
4*  •*  Though  1  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  ihadow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me.** 
But  Oh  !  it  is  melancholy  to  think  of  going  through 
tbat  valley  without  him,  and  of  appearing  before  him 
while  he  frowns,  and  behaves  as  a  ftranger  or  enemy 
to  us* 

8«  Sometimes  there  follows  a  revived  fenfe  of  wrath, 
pld  wounds  begin  to  open  and  bleed  afreih  -,  the  de- 
ferted  foul' is  driven  back  to  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai, 
and  begins  to  hear  its  thunders  and  curfes  renewed, 
though  be  once  thought  they  had  been  all  filenced  by 
the  blood  of  Chrift.  Thus  it  was  with  Heman,  PfaU 
Ixxxviii.  7*  "  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me,"  &c. 

Lqftiy^  The  fears  of  utter  rejeftion  is  another  confe- 
quent,  that  oft  proves  matter  of  fad  exercife  to  the  de- 
ferted  foul.  Alas  !  I  fear  my  caufe  Ihall  never  be  bet- 
.  ter,  that  jny  A^y  fliall  never  break,  nor  my  clouds  dif- 
fipate  J  that  I  (hall  never  recover  God's  prefence  agaiq, 
but  be  baniOied  eternally  from  it  ^  fo  with  the  Pfalmift, 
PfaL  Ixxvii.  9»  10.  **  Has  God  forgotten  to  be  gra- 
cious  ?  Hath  he  in  anger  (hut  up  his  tender  mercies  f " 
Acid  JP&Ji-  cxix.  ?.  "  O  forfake  me  not  utterly.^ 

APPPLICATION. 

Ufe  L  Of  Infwfnation.  i.  Hence  we  may  be  in* 
formed,  that  there  are  but  few  true  (eekeis  ot  God  a- 
mong  us,  feeing  there  are  few  to  whom  God's  with* 

drawing 
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drawing  is  matter  of  mttch  exercife  or  trouble  y  fr* 

moarning  on  this  account,  like  the  prophet,  md  tsfn^ 
'<  Why  art  thou  fuch  a  ilranf^er  to  my  bul  ^  Hbuqr  M 
troubled  for  other  trifling  loiTeSf  but  few  that  can  bf 
with  David,  Pfal.  zxx.  7.  •*  Thou  didft  hidd  tby  face, 
and  I  wafi  troubled," 

2.  We  may  fee  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  are  far  ftfMl 
God  now,  and  are  like  to  be  deprived  of  his  prefctd 
for  ever,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  27.  Unrenewed  perfeiia  defirt 
not  God's  prefence  here,  but  fay  to  him,  '*  Depart  from 
us,"  John  xxi.  14.  and  alas  !  their  choice  is  their  judg- 
ment, and  (hall  be  fo  for  ever ;  for  the  Judge^s  fiencence 
againft  them  will  be,  <*  Dtpait  from  me,'*  &c.  If  tbt 
Kphefians  forrowed  moll  oi  all  for  that  parting  wofdrf 
Paul  to  them,  '*  Ye  Qiall  fee  my  face  no  more^"  AAs 
SIX*  38.  how  much  more  will  fuch  a  word  from  Chilft'l 
mouth  at  the  lad  day  be  piercing  and  heart-breaking  tO 
the  ungodly  for  ever  ? 

3.  How  fad  muil  the  cafe  of  thofe  be,  from  whoM 
God  withdraws,  not  to  return  again  ?  The  S[nrit  of 
God  come8>  and  {Irive^  for  a  time  with  many ;  bo^ 
when  refjRed  and  grieved,  he  goes  away }  and  wfadk 
once  he  goes  away  from  an  unconverted  foul,  he  ftildoift 
returns  to  drive  any  more.  When  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  departed  from  Saul,  he  came  not  again,  but  Ui 
evil  fpirit  in  his  place,  i  3^ni«  xvi.  14. 

4.  Believers  Ihould  not  conclude  that  God  has  call 
them  off,  becaufe  he  is  a  (Irangtr  to  them  for  a  time  \ 
for  this  hath  been  the  lot  ol  the  deareft  of  God's  chil- 
dren, yea,  even  of  his  own  beloved  Son  himfelf^  whtt 
in  this  world. 

Ule  11.  Of  Reproof.  I.  To  thofe  who  are  fo  great 
flrangers  to  religion,  and  the  (late  of  their  own  ibiil^ 
that  they  know  not  what  God's  prefence  or  abfence  is  \ 
and  fo  indifferent  are  many  about  this  matter,  they 
never  enquired  to  this  day,  whether  God  be  a  ftranger 
or  a  friend  to  their  fould. 

2.  To  thofe  believers,  towards  whom  God  may  be  be- 
having as  a  Itranger,  and  yet  they  are  inienfible  of  it. 
They  are  beconve  io  unwatchful,  and  fo  much  charm- 
ed with  the  delights  of  fcnfci  and  iheir  fpiritual  fenfes 

fo 
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io^ttll^  that  they  are  fallen  into  Sam&n's  cphdition, 
1^i%e9  xYi.  20.  ^y  He  wift  not  that  the  Lord  had  de« 
ptfte4  from  him.'* 

3,  To  tbofc  who,  though  they  be  fcniible  of  the 
Ii9ld'9  ivithdrawings,  yet  are  not  duly  affe£ied  ther&- 
with ;  It  is  not  matter  of  ferious  foul-exercife  to  themt 
«9  k  waA  to  Jeremiah  in  the  text,  and  to  Job,  Job  xxivu 
}«S«  9.  and  to  the  Ifraelites,  1  Saou  vii.  2*  ^^  Whoia- 
mestttd  after  the  Lord/' 

4«  To  thofc  who  are  fb  far  from  being  fuitaUy  txm 
ffcUed,  «Lnd  affefled  with  the  Lord's  wichdra wings  from 
tbffin«  that  they  are  ftiil  fmning  him  farther  away  ^  by 
daeir  formality  in  duty,  untendernefs  of  walk,  flighting 
^f  the  Spirit's  motioni,  and  venturing  on  fins  agatn^ 
%ht.  O  believer !  "  is  this  thy  kindnefs  to  thy  friend  ? 
JXoft  thou  thus  requite  the  Lord  ?*'  We  do  not  marvel 
to  fee  per fecutors,  and  haters  of  God,  driving  him  a- 
way»  or  to  fee  Chrift  receiving  wounds  from  his  ene« 
miet  I  but  O  !  it  is  fad  that  precious  Chrift  (hould  get 
fmAi  wounds  in  the  houte  of  his  friends. 

Ufe  IIL  Of  exhortation  to  two  forts  of  perfons*  u 
To  Uiofe  who  are  ftrangcrs  to  God,  and  know  nothing 
fi  bis  prelence*  a.  To  thofe  who  have  known  it,  but 
he  i«  become  a  ftranger  to  them. 

As  to  thtfir^firt^  I  exhort  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
L^rd,  to  bethink  yourfelves,  and  confider  your  mifery 
ill  tfaiA  (Ute  \  for  ^*  lo,  they  that  are  far  from  God. (hail 
pcrifii*''  It  Is  the  character  of  thofe  who  are  in  a  loft 
ftate«  to  be  *'  without  God  in  the  world."  Now,  your 
msiary,  while  fuch,  is  inexpreffible,  i .  You  are  uttei« 
ly  unfit  to  come  to  the  Lord's  table  \  for  "  what  com* 
munjon  can  there  be  betwixt  light  and  darknefs !"  Or, 
betwixt  thofe  that  have  hitherto  been  ((rangers  andenc* 
mies  to  one  another.  Remember,  it  is  only  a  feail  for 
frieods :  ilrangers  to  God  are  debarred.  2.  Your  ilate 
IB  mpft  uncomfortable ;  the  fun  hath  never  rifen  upoa 
you ;  God's  face  hath  never  ihined  upon  you  *,  it  is  ftiil 
dark  night  with  yoii,  and  you  fit  **  in  the  region  and  (ha- 
dow  of  death."  3.  You  are  under  the  dominion  of  fatan, 
the  prince  and  ruler  of  darknefs.  .4.  You  are  under  the 
heavy  clouds  of  God's  wrath  and  indignation.     5,  You 
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fit  conftantly  on  the  yrry  borders  of  hell*  6,  O  Gih 
ner  I  conGder  what  a  (i9y  <tf  darkoefs  and  gloomioeTii 
a  day  of  clouds  and  thick  darknefsj  a  d^iog  hour  ^WiU 
prove  to  thee.  When  thy  foul  is  0cppio^  forth  bto 
another  world,  how  ready  .will  k  be  to  Ihtink  i>ack^atM] 
iay,  How  (hall  I  appear  before  that  God,  who  has  al- 
ways been  a  ftranger  to  me^  and  with  whon>  \  ncm 
had  the  Icaft  acquaintance  (  Cao  I  look  for  anv  thinf 
but  a  frowning  Judge,  and  a  ftarful  fentenc^  ?  ()  fini^ 
gersy  come  and  '*  acquaint  yourfelves  with  God  iiow,f 
accept  of  his  offers  of  m^cy,  and  "  be  at  peace"'  ii^ 
him  through  Chrid  \  and  '*  thereby  ftiatl  good  c^c 
unto  you." 

EKhort.  II.  To  thofc  who  have  had  acquabtance 
with  God,  but  he  is  become  a  ftran^er  to  them*  0 
poor  foul,  be  fuitably  weighted  and  a^^lcd  with  tltia 
difpcnfation  (  let  it  be  matt(*r  of  exercife  to  thee  upon 
a  fail  day  before  the  communion  ;  it  will  be  a  heartleb 
and  fruitlefs  communion»  if  God  contimie  as  a  iitaiw 
ger  to  thee  %  therefore  be  not.  eafy  under  his  wkb- 
drawings. 

Con/id,  u  Tour  fouls  grievancesVan  never  be  remov- 
ed while  God  keeps  at  a  diitance  from  you  ^  bu!  ihey 
will  ftill  be  growing  greater :  as  for  inibnce^  White  he 
is  a  ftranger,  you  cannot  have  light  for  your  daikuelft 
but  darknefs  will  be  increafing;  you  cannot  have  Y^t 
for  your  deadnefs»  but  you  will  ftill  be  growbg  deader  i 
in  fpiritual  things  \  you  cannot  have  appetite  for  vo^,  ^ 
food,  but  you  will  always  be  turning  the  more  'inoMK* 
rent  about  it  \  you  cannot  have  prote&ion  from  jopt 
enemiesi  but  you  will  ftill  be  brought,  the  more  u^der 
their  power.  Things  will  ftill  be  growing  worJCbyttKc 
longer  God  is  a  ftrangcr  to  thy  foul.  - .  ' 

2.  Ordinances  can  neither  be  pleafant  norpro^tEitilo 
to  thee,  while  God  is  a  ftranger  to  thy  foul ;  you  fail- 
not  fee  any  beauty  in  them,  while  God  is  abfent  ^/for 
withoui  the  Lord's  prefence^  ordinances  are  dead^,  aiad 
a  dead  thing  can  have  no  beauty.  )t  is  his  pireience 
that  puts  a  luftre  on  ordinances,  and  makes  them  (lunef 
fo  as  to  confirm  the.  ftiends  of  the  gofpel,  and  make 
f  nemics  alhtimed  of  their  oppofition.    It  is  his  prefence 

that 
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that:  pnts  life  \n  communionSy  and  life  in  communi- 
dtntSi  and  canfes  them  to  prefer  a  day  in  <*  God's  courts 
to  a  thottCmd  dfewhere."  It  is  his  prefence  that  makes 
ordinances  feuitfol,  and  his  people's  fouU  to  thrive  un- 
der them*  O !  why  have  you  fuch  lean  fouls  and  bar- 
Ten  hearts  under  ordinances !  It  is»  becaufe  the  Lord 
is  a  ftranger  to  them.  Would  you  have  your  food 
Ueftj  gofpel-feafons  fruitful,  and  your  fouls  under  the 
Influence  thereofi  like  watered  gardens  ?  Then  feek  the 
Lord's  prefence,  i  Cor.  iii.  7.  <<  It  is  not  he  that 
phnteth,  nor  he  that  Waterethi  but  God  that  gives  the 
increafe." 

"^efl.  Seeing  God  is  fetting  a  folemn  tryfl:  with  us 
at  this  occafion,  and  it  highly  concerneth  us  to  make 
ready  to  meet  with  him :  How  (hall  we  be  exercifed  on 
this  faft  day,  fo  as  to  get  diftance  removed^  and  breach- 
es made  tip,  that  God  may  not  be  a  ftranger  to  us  on 
the  fcaft-day  ? 

An/m  I  fliall  give  you  fome  advices,  and  draw  to  a 
clofe. 

1.  Make  no  harfti  conftru£tion  of  God's  dealings 
with  your  fouls,  whatever  they  be,  but  juftify  him  ; 
leave  your  complaints  upon  yourfelves,  and  blame  your 
fins,  tfiat  feparate  betwixt  you  and  your  God,  Ifa.  lix» 
2.  We  have  a  challenge  from  God  that  may  foon  (i- 
lence  all  our  murmuring^  Jer.  ii.  17.  ^'  Haft  thou  not 
procured  this  to  thyfelf,  in  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the 
Lord  thy  God  ?" 

2.  Be  ftill  reftlefs,  diflatisGed,  and  uneafy  in  your 
Aiinds,  till  the  diftance  and  eftrangement  be  reipoved  : 
and  be  expreffing  your  uneaOnefs  by  frequent  fighs^ 
complaints,  and  lamentations  after  God ;  Gt  as  a  widow 
in  his  abfence,  and  let  none  have  your  love  but  him  a« 
lone ;  refufe  all  other  comforters,  till  he  himfelf  re- 
turn ;  imitate  the  church's  praftice.  Lam.  u  16.  '^  For 
thefe  things  I  weep,  mine  eye,  mine  eye  runneth  down 
with  water,  becaufe  the  comforter  that  (hould  relieve 
my  foul»  is  far  from  me.** 

3.  Search  diligently  for  the  caufe  of  the  Lord's  e« 
Voj;..  UI*  U  flrangement 
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flrangetnent  from  you,  as  tlie  Ffalmift  did^  Pfid.  \vt 
6.  **  I  communed  with  mine  own  lieait,  my  flpS 
made  diligent  fcarch.**  O  !  where  is  the  idol  ?  Wl 
is  the  fin  that  hath  been  the  Achan  in  the  cai&pi  a 
provoked  God  to  turn  his  back  ?  And  aflbon  a6  y 
iind  it  out,  fee  that  you  caft  out  the  accuifed  thif 
Let  not  thine  eye  pity,  neither  do  thou  fpare  !t ;  f(n 
has  taken  thy  Lord  away  from  thee*  If  thou  canfti 
find  it,  then  go  humbly  to  God,  and  cry  with  J( 
**  Shew  me  wherefore  thou  contend^ft  with  me,"  t 
z.  2.  Lord,  what  is  the  evil,  the  fin  orluft  which  l!n 
rebuked,  and  for  which  thou  pleaded  the  contro?eri; 
Have  I  quenched  thy  Spirit  ?  Have  I  neglefled  dut 
Was  I  formal  in  communicating,  or  unthanf ulfor fc 
mer  intimations  of  thy  love  ?  "  Lord,  what  I  fee  ri( 
teach  thou  me ;  make  me  to  know  my  tranfgreffioi 
and  my  fin." 

4.  Seek  to  be  deeply  humbled  for  every  evil  and  I 
that  you  are  convinced  of;  and  particularly,  for  tl 
heinous  aggravations  of  them  -,  fay,  O  Lord  !  I  amgn 
ty  in  thy  fight ;  I  have  finned  againd  more  light,  mo 
mercies,  more  vows,  and  n;ore  proofs  of  thy  lovic 
kindnefs,  than  others :  I  have  gratified  Satan,  nardem 
the  wicked,  reproached  religion,  and  difhonoured  G< 
more  by  my  fins,  than  others  do  %  fo  that  thou  may< 
^uftly  frown  on  me,  and  make  the  folemn  day,  whi 
will  be  a  day  of  feading,  rejoicing,  and  gladnefs  to  tl 
cliildren,  a  day  of  darknefs,  gloominefs,  and  didre& 
me. 

5.  Plead  by  faith  the  Redeemer's  blood,  for  rcmo 
ing  the  edrangemcnt,  and  bringing  thy  foul  nigh 
God  5  for  nothirjg  elfe  can  do  it,  according  to  Eph. 
13.  fay,  Lord,  though  I  deferve  not  to  tade  of  thy  ft 
ptr,  but  to  meet  with  a  frown  iiidcad  of  a  fmile, 
breach  inilead  of  a  bItfGng,  a  cup  of  wrath  indead 
the  cup  of  the  New  Tedanicnt ;  yet  behold  the  blot 
of  my  Surety,  and  be  merciful  to  me.     Lord  !  I  ha 
broke  all  thy  comrrands  ;'  but  has  not  my  Surety  fiilf 
led  them  all  ?  I  have,  indeed  aflVonted  thy  judice;  -b 
has  not  my  Surety  fati&ficd  it  ?   I  have  deferved  tl 
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wrath  V  but  be  has  endured  it.  Remember  not  what 
I  have  done  againft  thee,  but  what  he  hath  done  and 
fttffered  for  me ;  and  let  me  ht  accepted  in  him  who 
is  thy  beloved  Son. 

6.  While  God  carries  as  a  flranger  to  thee,  be  not 
thoa  a  ftwnger  to  ihs  tliror.c  of  grace,  but  continue 
inftant  in  prayer  for  the  return  of  hi.-  gr.\ciou3  pr^fenc.: ; 
plead  the  great  need  you  liave  of  it,  and  the  helpl.'fj 
cafe  you  are  in  wlth:nit  it.  D-'g,  howcvi-r  he  deal 
with  you  now,  ihat  he  mr.y  not  be  a  ilnngcr  to  youoii 
the  fea(t-day.  Say,  **  Lord,  if  thy  pr^fencc  go  not  wiU 
mc,  carry  me  not  hence.  Whit  will  a  communion- 
fcaft  avail  me,  without  communion  wit!i  thyftlf  in  it  ? 
I  go  not  there  for  bread  and  wine,  but  1  go  to  fee  je- 
fas :  and  what  wilt  ihcu  g've  me,  if  I  go  from  thy  i.> 
We  Chriftlefs  ?  O  kt  Chrill  app:ar  and  be  made  kno/.ji 
to  me  in  the  brcakin-r  of  bread.  Let  me  enjoy  t];y 
lightfome  and  reviving  company  in  this  ftj-te  or  pilgri- 
mage and  trouble.  Uefcend  into  my  heart  by  the  ir*- 
fluences  of  thy  grace,  and  quickenings  of  thy  Spirit, 
and  let  nne  afcend  unto  thee,  by  the  breatiiings  of  faith, 
love,  and  defirc.  Lord,  grant  the  rcquell  cf  an  inipoi- 
tunate  petitioner,  and  come  over  the  mountains  of  n  y 
guilt.  .Lord,  ftand  not  at  a  difcance  behind  the  w  ill. 
but  ihew  thyfelf  through  the  lettice  of  thy  ordin  mee, 
and  let  me  fee  the  goings  cf  my  God  and  my  Kmg  iu 
the  fan£kuary.  Oh  !  let  me  not  go  away  empty  from 
an  inexhauftible  treafure,  cold  from  the  fun,  dry  from 
the  fountain,  hungry,  fad,  and  comfortleftj  from  a  feait 
of  love.  But  O  I  let  me  mett  with  my  S:.vlour  there, 
£ce  his  face,  and  hear  his  voice  ;  and  let  me  come  from 
his  table  with  my  pardon  fealed,  my  corruptions  fub- 
dued,  my  graces  quickened,  my  heart  enlarged,  and  n:\ 
foul refreflied  and  encouraged  to  run  in  the  w.yGof thy 
commandracnts,  and  {o  infeparably  unitv'd  to  liiee,  that 
no  temptat:o:i  may  be  ever  able  to  diilbive  the   union.'' 

Object*  O  !  faitii  fome  poor  foul,  I  fear  all  my  en- 
deavours will  be  in  vain  \  for  1  have  communicated  un- 
worthily before  •,  I  have  Tiicd  the  blood  of  Clirill,  and 
Hnned  againrt  lik;ht  j  fo  that  I  dcuut  and  fear  that  my 
day  of  grace  is  pail,  and  I  am  call  out  of  God'o  fi[;ht. 


ts6  The  Balm  of  Gilead.  Sen  XHT. 

jinf.  However  dark  ifour  cafe  be,  yef  furely  it  is  no 
darker  th^n  Jonas  wa£  in  the  while's  belly }  who,  tho^ 
he  nev^r  read  or  heard  of  any  in  fuch  diftrels :  yet 
when  he  is  concluding,  I  am  cad  out  of  God's  fight, 
he  aims  at  a  \  elieving  look  to  God  in  Chrift»  <'  Yet 
v^ill  I  look  ag?in  toward  thy  holy  temple,"  Joo.  ii.  ^ 
Mind  alfo  Abr/tham's  cafe,  though  he  was  an  hundred 
years  old,  and  his  body  as  good  as  dead,  yet  he  be« 
lieved  in  God  that  railed  the  dead ;  yea,  he  beliercdi 
and  hoped  againft  hope.  Lord  help  us  to  imiute  hio. 
Amen. 


SERMON     XIV. 

A  Preparotion'Sermon  before  the  Lord^s  Supper, 

The  happinefs  of  being  in  Covenant  with  God. 

Pfdlm.  cxliv.  13.    happy  is  that  people  wbofe  God  it  tht 
Lord. 

THERE  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  is  fo  much 
talked  of,  and  lefs  underflood,  than  the  bufincft 
ot  a  happy  life.    All  the  world  is  in  queft  of  happinei^ 
Ibme  expe£ling  to  find  it  in  this,  and  fome  in  tne  otto 
thing.    The  world'ing  looks  for  it  in  riches,  the  plur 
iofopher  in  knowledge,  the  ambitious  man  in  honoorti 
and  the  voluptuous  man  in  pleafures.     But  how  mifo* 
ably  are  they  miftaken !  they  feek  happinefs  from  the 
wrong  airth  ;  from  things  that  can  never  fuit  the  wantSf 
nor  fatisfy  the  vaft  defires  of  the  immortal  foul.    Tru^ 
Chriftians  are  the  only  wife  men  in  the  world,  forthcjT 
feck  happinefs  where  mdeed  it  is  to  be  found,  viz.  i^^ 
the  enjoyment  of  God  who  is  the  centre  of  blifs.   An^ 
tbey  who  attain  to  this,  muft  furely  be  the  happy  men  ^ 

fo 
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ic  Spirit  of  God  declares  them  fo  in  n)y  text : 
ippy  ifi^faat  people  whofe  God  is  the  Lord/' 
this  p&lmv  the  royal  Pfalniift  doth  blefb  and  mag- 
he  Lordvfbt  the  fignal  favours  and  mercies  he  had 
cd  from  him  \  and  from  his  former  gracious  ex- 
ices>  he  is  encouraged  to  addrefs  God  for  future 
es,  both  to  hiinfeif  and  his  kingdom  :  pariicular- 
;  prays  for  deliverance  from  public  enemies,  and 
lanifold  calamities  of  war;  for  the  eflablifhing  of 
and  tranquility,  and  for  the  profpcrity  of  the  na- 
•for  the  flouriihing  of  their  families  and  children, 
or  the  increafc  of  their  flocks  and  cattle  :  and,  in 
d,  that  his  people  might  abound  in  peace  and 
r*  Then  he  paufes,  and  makes  a  refledlion  upon 
ition's  profperous  circumilances,  which  he  had 
d  for  :  *'  Happy  is  the  people  ^that  is  in  fuch  a 
"  happy  they,  who  have  fuch  temporal  profpcrity 
bundance,  who  have  no  want  in  their  families, 
omplainiug  in  their  ftreetj*.  This  is  the  judgment 
s  fleOi,  and  the  opinion  of  mod  men.  But  the 
lift  prefently  correds  himfeif,  and  retra£):s  his 
T  judgment,  and  prefers  the  judgment  of  faith, 
t  of  fenfe  :  yea,  rather,  "  Happy  is  that  people, 
•  God  is  the  Lord.**  As  if  he  had  fald,  "  The 
:r  eftate  is  indeed  very  defirable  for  a  nation  or 
s  \  but  Ifrael  or  the  people  of  God,  their  true 
nefs  doth  not  contift  in  thefe  things  that  are  com- 
to  others  with  them  ;  but  only  m  this  peculiar 
rge,  that  the  great  Jehovah,  who  is  the  Lord  of 
It  and  earth,  is  their  God  by  covenant  and  fpe- 
slation.  That  this  God  is  their  God,  and  they 
a  fpecial  intereil  in  his  love  and  favour,  accord- 
>  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  grace-  Whatever 
m  fuch  have  in  the  world's  good  things,  furely 
ire  happy ;  and  let  others  have  what  they  will,  if 
xrant  this  covenant-relation,  they  are  certainly  un« 
r  and  miferable ;  which  they  can  never  be  that 
it,  want  what  they  will ;  feeing  the  having  an  in- 
in  God  as  ours,  makes  up  the  want  of  ali  other 
%  S  for  all  blefTednefs  and  bappinefs  is  included 

here. 
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].:Tr.     "  DliiT,'.!  ar.d  hr-jpy  is  tiiat  p.cple  whofe  God 
is  iLe  Lci  1." 

D.lI.  TI1.1t  it  is  the  preat  fl  happinefs  wc  can  pot 
fi'/y  attain  u^.f^y  tu  b.:  in  covonant  with  Giod^  and 
to  have  CioJ  for  our  Guti. 

D.ivi(?  wa?;  ft-U  of  thjs  opinion  through  the  whefe 
rGurlc  of  hif  life,  Pf^l.  xvi.  5,  6.  Pfal  xxiii.  i,  2-  And 
>  e  ff  C5  fio  caufr  to  alter  it  at  hiu  death  ;  for,  amcrng 
hi*  luft  >;«'onis,  l:e  declares,  that  this  fwcct  covenant-re- 
I  it'on  was  "  all  his  falvation,  and  all  his  dcGrc,"  a  Sanu 
xxiii.  5. 

T!;e  method  I  purpofe  for  handling  this  fubjefi, 
flnli  We, 

I .  To  enquire  when  it  may  he  faid,  that  a  perfon  of 
•^"crr'N:  arc  in  covenant  with  God,  and  hare  a  fpedal 
ir.rcrtft  in  him  as  theirs. 

^.  What  U  imported  in  this  great  privilege,  to  hm 
God  f«;r  ouv  God. 

3.  How  this  privilege  appears  to  be  the  top  of  our 
^ir-pplneft. 

4.  Make  improvement  of  the  who'e. 

I  bep:in  with  thc^r,^,  When  it  may  be  faid,  that  a 
perfon  or  pe*^ple  are  in  covenant  with  God,  &c. 

And  for  clearing  this  point  the  more,  I  {hall,  firjif 
Cor«ider  it  negntivcly,  and  fliew  what  it  is  not;  and| 
ftrsmily,  pofitively,  wherein  it  doth  really  confift. 

I.  Negatively,  To  (land  in  a  covenant-rehtion  tf 
Cod,  is  not  to  be  undcrftood  here, 

T.  Of  our  being  under  the  bond  and  engagement  of 
t'i:e  covenant  of  works.  Thou^^h  it  is  moft  certafaif 
that  all  Adam's  pofterity,  by  virtue  hereof,  ate  cnS^t 
tA  to  Gody  to  perform  ptrfc£l  obedience,  and  rnlfi 
t lie  whole  law  ;  yea,  and  by  breaking  it,  arc  obliged 
TO  pay  the  penalty  thereof,  bear  God's  curfe,  underly 
dc«th,  and  fitisfy  God's  infinite  juftice  ;  and  fo  all  W 
Tis  are  naturally  in  covenant  with  God  in  this  rcfpcft* 
Ijut  oh  !  we  have  no  happinefs,  no  comfort,  by  being 
fo  f  feeing  wc  have  broke  the  covenant  of  worka,  and 

incurred 
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rncarred  the  penalty  thereof;  for  thou;;h  we  ftill  ftand 
under  engagements  to  God  'by  it ;  yet  he  is  loofed 
from  all  obligations  to  us,  to  make  us  hanpy  :  yea,  by 
our  breaking  it,  he  is  under  engagement  to  deflroy  us. 
Oh  !  we  cannot,  by  this  covenant,  plead  any  intereft 
m  God  as  our  God,  or  Father :  no,  we  can  only  look 
on  him  as  our  Law-giv:r,  our  Judge,  our  Punilhet 
and  Enemy.  Tiiat  is  all  the  relation  that  Cjt>d  ftjnds 
\fi  now  to  us,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  works. 

2.  There  is  more  reqjifite  to  make  up  tliis  covcnint- 
relation  to  God,  than  that  bicfled  covenant  of  redemp* 
Son,  which  God  entered  into  from  eternity  with  his 
Jon  Jefus  Chrift,  as  our  head  and  reprefentative,  for 
iavins  the  eledJ,  That  glorious  tranfaflion  is  indeed 
he  toundation  and  rife  of  our  covenant-relation  to 
lyod  ;  but  doth  not  formally  couftitatc  and  make  ic  up. 
Tor  an  ele<9:  perfim  cannot  be  faid  to  be  in  covenant 
vith  God  from  eternity,  unlcfs  by  God's  appointment 
:nd  defignation  :  he  is  never  formally  in  it,  till  he  be- 
ievc,  and  thereby  ratify  and  approve  what  Chrift  did 
roni  eternity,  engage  for  him,  and  perfonally  confent 
o  take  God  for  his  God,  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift 
he  iVif  diator.  So  that  you  fee,  the  covenant  of  re- 
lemption  will  not  fave  you,  nor  indate  you  in  covenant 
vith  God,  if  ye  can  fay  no  more  j  there  muft  be  fome- 
hing  done  in  and  by  you,  to  intitlc  you  to  that  covc- 
lant  of  redemption,  and  to  infeft  and  poffefs  you  of 
he  privileges  and  bleffings  therein  promifed  to  Chrift 
lur  Head ;  and  this  is  only  done  by  the  fubfequent 
atification  of  that  covenant  aad  treaty,  made  with  the 
jlc£t  in  time,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpcl,  which  ij 
;alled  the  covenant  of  grace. 

3.  There  is  more  in  this  covenant-relation  to  God, 
vhich  makes  us  happy  ;  than  our  being  viiibly  and  ex- 
ernally  in  covenant  with  God  by  an  outward  profcffioa 
>f  Chriftianity,  and  fubjeftion  to  gofpel-ordinanccs  : 
"01  thus,  every  church  th:it  hath  the  word  and  facra- 
Yients,  is  in  covenant  with  God.  Hence  the  Lord  fay.; 
:o  the  church  of  the  Jews,  Ez-^k.  xvi.  8.  "  £  entered 
nto  covenant  with  thee,  and  thou  becumeft  mine-" 
They  were  viliSly  and  externally  in  covenent  svitli  God, 
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bv  their  fubjeclion  to  his  ordinancci  and  infiitatibiiii 
They  all  did  partake  of  the  feal  of  his  covenant ;  m. 
circumcifion  :  and  hence,  when  a  yiCble  church  makes 
defeAion  from  God,  he  threatens  to  come  and  *'  vttm 
the  quarrel  of  his  covenant/'  Lev.  xzvi.  15.  AD  the 
members  of  a  vifible  churrh  are  federally  in  covenant 
-with  God  by  their  profcffion  of  Chrift,  and  being  bap- 
tized in  his  name ;  but  fuch  an  external  covenant-rds- 
tion  to  God^  will  not  make  us  happy  :  thcreforei  fet  ui 
beware  of  reding  on  it ;  and  let  u$  feek  eameftiy  to  be 
really  and  internally  in  covenant  with  God. 

4.  There  is  more  in  it  than  being  nationally  in  co> 
venant  with  God,  by  virtue  of  a  folemn  tranfauion  en- 
tered intOi  and  fubfcribed  by  tlie  rulers,  nobles,  mini- 
iters,  and  reprefentatives  of  a  land  ;  whereby  they, 
with  confent  of  the  whole  nation,  bind  :ind  eng^ 
themfelves  and  their  poftcrity  to  the  Lord.  This  did 
the  nation  of  the  Jews,  and  fo  they  were  God's  cove- 
nanted people,  above  aUpther  nations  of  the  world  ;  but 
yet  this  national  covenant  did  not  entitle  them  to  fav- 
inp:  bleflings,  or  give  them  an  intereft  in  God,  as  their 
God,  in  a  faving  way  :  for  many  were  in  that  national 
covenant  that  never  came  to  be  in  a  gracious  (late,  tho' 
yet  they  received  many  fpecial  favours  and  deliverances 
upon  the  account  of  it.  Some  in  this  land  have  the 
honour  of  being  nationally  in  covenant  with  God,  which 
indeed  is  our  glory,  and  perhaps  tlie  ground  of  many 
national  mercies  and  deliverances  \  though  it  is  not  the 
fpring  of  faving  mercies,  nor  that  which  entitles  us  to 
God  as  our  God,  in  a  faving  way.  Many  may  profefs 
to  own  this  national-covenant,  that  never  took  hold  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  gave  themfelves  to  God  ac- 
cording the  tenor  thereof. 

5.  There  is  more  in  this,  than  the  drawing  up  the 
form  of  a  perfonal  covenant  with  God,  profeffing  to 
confent  thereto,  and  fubfcribing  it  with  the  hand* 
For  all  this  may  be  done  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will  not 
entitle  us  to  God  as  our  God  in  a  faving  way*  This 
work,  though  good  in  itfelt,  and  profitable  to  many  ; 
yet  it  may  be  performed  by  fome  in  fuch  an  hypocriti- 
cal, formal,  or  legal  manner,  as  doth  make  it  an  abo- 
mination 
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MkuftiM  to  an  ludy  God)  «katl  looks  for  truth  in  the 

^^HtlE^ l^lttiVilyi  ^^  6MMs  to  be  in  €o?entnt  with 
t5od  in  a  faving  way,  Whtfil  ^9^  »c  triren  within  the 
bond  of  the  covenant  of  gri6^^  «hd  ^  confekit  fiftctee« 
ly  to  the  gracious  terms  of  if^  ftt  it  is  ohly  by  tirtttc 
of  our  cojfimg  into  thi7cotef^M»  thtt  we  hi¥c  ground 
to  claim  this  happinefs  df  Mt^jf  God  Jit  wr  GML 
Nbw»  fb^  us  to  come  into  thefbMd  of  this  corenant  of 
grace,  16  hf  faith  to  '*^  tiike  hifiM'of 'Ood's  covenant/'  at 
It  is  caOdd^  I  fa.  IvK  4.  Atld  thM  ^e  i6^  when  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced  of  b\ir'fih|  mifery,  and  tindone 
ftatc  und^r  t  covenant  of  #^tIc8|  aifd  do  hence  betake 
Dtif(e]ve&  to  the  new<6venaiit|  or  gvaciotis  method  of 
falvation  propoled  to  US  ifk  Ae  gofpel,  through  Jcfus 
Chrift  dM  his  rightconfnefs ;  flAd -do  cordially  acqutefce 
iti/ and  approve  of  this  noble  contlriranee,  and  accept 
of  JefUB  Chrjd  as  oiir  6ii1y  Mediator,  Surety  and 
Feace^ffi^ker  with  God  :  and  in  him  do  fincerdy  make 
ehbiccbfGod^  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,'  to  be 
(dor  Gotf  flifid  {K^ftion ;  and  ajfe  -pre  ourfehres,  foul  and 
hbif.  Id  teth^  Lord's,  engaging,  in  the  ftrength  of  our 

,pM  S^Hf^ty,  to  abandon  fio^  live  for  God,  and  walk 

;^tfa  hJM  itt  newnefs  of  life,  as  becomes  hb  covenant^ 
ed  peop\fi*.  "How,  when  our  fouls  are  helped  and  de* 
ternfitMBd  bt  the  Spirit  of  grace^  to  do  all  this  heartily 
and  ilMMf.  then  do  we  enter  among  that  "  luppy 
^e^te,  1^h(^  God  is  the  Lordi** 

II*  The  ffcond  thing  in  the  method,  is  to  enquire 
into  titt  imjport  of  this  great  privilege,  to  hatre  God  for 
our  God.  i  ^U  be  your  Godi  is  the  grtateft  ptomife 
utid  fubftanee  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  being  the  great 
ttiin^  ft^ulalted  on  God*8  part  therein,  Jer.  xxzi.  33. 
and  ind^d  it  is  the  fum  and  compend  ^  all  his  other 
"ptvOklSts.    And  imports  thefe  things  : 

'1.  Reconciliation  and  friendfhip  with  God,   /  vuiil 
$e^oatGodi  i.  e.  I  will  be  no  longer  an  angry  judge, 

imta(lffad6u8iecoaeiled  God  to  you;  my  juitice  is 
appeafed,  wnilh  pacified,  fury  is  not  in  me,  I  have 
ftiund  a  ratafo'm  in  Chrift  ;  he  is  the  propitiation  for 

'  yout  finiu 
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2.  A  near  relation  betwixt  God  and,  vci^f  neaiy^ 
than  any  relation  among;  creatures  "  I  wiU,  be.  jmr 
God,"  impliesy  I  will  (land  you  inftead  of  alltelations. 
1.  I  will  be  a  Father  in  Chrift  to  you,  adopt  yos  .for 
my  children,  tak^  you  into  my  family,  I  urill  pity  and 
provide  for  you,  I  will  bequeath  to  you  a  rich  iuheri- 
tance,  you  are  heirs  of  God,  and  coheirs  vith  my  «- 
ternal  Son«  2.  I  will  be  a  hu(band  to  you,  *'  your 
Maker  isyour  hufband,"  Ifa.  liv.  5,  I  will  marry  yon 
to-  myfelf,  I  will  love  you,  cloath  you,  enricli  you,  jand 
provnle  a  noble  dowry  for  you,  3. 1  will  be  yotur  ling. 
I  will  take  you  for  my  uibje^s,  I  will  govern  yoii, 
prote£L  and  defend  you  from  all  your  enemieis.  Yesi 
I  will  be  your  phyfician,  your  (hepherd,  youx  guide, 
and  inftead  of  all  relations  to  you. 

3.  /  nviii  he  your  God,  imporU  a  right  and  title  ;to 
God,  and  all  that  is  in  him ;  intimate  communion  with 
him,  and  a  communication  of  all  good,  things  from 
liim.  Nay,  there  is  ftlll  more  in  this  exprelTion  than 
can  be  unfolded  by  words ;  there  is  more  in  it,  th^n, 
I  will  be  father,  friend,  huiband,  benefador,  &c.  to 
you  :  More  in  it,  than  I  will  give  you  heaven  and  ever- 
lafting  life,  or  all  the  bleflings  of  heaven  and  eartb» 
time  and  eternity :  no,  I  will  give  you  more,  I,  will 
give  you  myfelf,  a  Jehovah,  a  whole  Deity,  i.  e.  all 
that  is  in  me,  all  I  am,  all  I  have,  all  I  can  dp,  is  thine. 
O  the  magnificent  bounty  of  God  !  fox  when  he  had 
no  greater,  no  better  thing  to  beftow  on  his  people,  he 
beftows  hitnfelf  on  them. 

You  may  fay,  how  can  this  be  i  An  infinite  God,  (b 
great,  fo  gloriouc,  we  arc  not  capable  of  receiving, 
comprehending,  or  enjoying  him.  /in/.  So  far  as  yqu 
are  capable  to  receive  and  enjoy  him,  he^  is  yours  ;  aU 
that  is  in  him,  is  given  to  you  for  your  benefit. 

I.  AU  he  is  perionally,  i.  e.  the  three  Ferfons  of  tjhe 
glorious  Trinity  are  yours,  God  the  Father^  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft.  I.  God  the  Father  is  yours  to  love  you, 
to  eleft  ycu,  and  contrive  redemption  for. you,  John 
xvi.  27.  "  The  Father  himfelf  lovcth  you-"  2.  God 
the  Son  b  yours,  to  be  a  ranfom  for  you,  to  (atisfy 
juftice  for  youj  yours  to  be  bora  for  you,  t,o  live,  to 
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'flie  {or  yoQ,  fe  rife  again  for  you,  to  afcend  irito  hea- 
-rcti  for  yoii,  to  fit  at  God's  right  hand  for  you,  &c. 
•All  this  is  plain  frt)m  Ifa.  ix.  6.  *^Unto  us  a  cWld  is 
bom,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given.**  And  Cant,  ii  i6.  "  My 
beldved  is  riiinc;"  3.  The  Holy  Ghoft  is  yours,  to  ap- 
ly  this  redemption  to  you,  to  change  your  hearts,  to 
feilth  you,\fah£tify  you,  work  in  you,  AmtW  iii  you,  to 
condu£l  arid  guide  you  to  glory,  1  Cor.  iii.  16.  *<  Know 
ye  liot  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  the  Spirit 
^  God  dwelleth  in  you/'  So  you  fee,  O  believer, 
H^hftterer  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  is, 
-atid  cM  do  for  your  faWation  and  happinefs,  they  are 
yours,  and  made  over  to  you  in  the  covenant  of  grace. 
'  1.  All  he  is  eflentialiy,  his  infinite  efience  is  yours, 
i.  e.  all  his  glorious  attributes  and  perfedions.  i.  My 
mercy  is  yours,  O  believer,  to  pardon  your  fins  and  dc« 
Kver  you  from  guilt,  to  fympathiss  with,  and  comfort 
you  in  all  your  trials  and  alfli£lions.  2.  My  wifdotn 
18  yours  to  provide  for  you,  to  counfel  and  diredl  you,  ' 
and  to  turn  all  things  about  for  your  good.  3.  My 
t)mnipotence  is  yours,  to  guard  and  prote£^  you  froiii 
fill  your  enemies,  to  fupport  and  preferve  you  to  fal- 
vation.  4.  My  goodncfs  is  yours,  to  enrich  you,  be« 
ftow  grace  and  glory,  and  all  good  things  on  you. 
5.  My  omnifcieuce  is  your  ovetfecr,  to  watch  over 
and  warn  you  againd  approaching  dangers.  6.  My 
holinefs  is  your  fountain  of  grace,  to  fandlify  and  make 
you  holy«  7.  My  omniprei'ence  is  your  companion, 
to  attend  and  folace  you  in  all  places  and  conditions. 
8*  My  juftice  is  your  rcwarder,  to  beftow  heaven  on 
you  5  and  alfo  your  avenger  to  puniih  chofe  that  wrong 
you.  9.  My  all- fufficiency  is  your  inheritance,  for 
giving  you  complete  and  perfe£l  happinefs.  My  un- 
changeablenefs  is  the  rock  of  your  fecurity.  My  faith- 
fulncfs,  your  pledge  and  furety,  for  the  accompUfli- 
Tnent  of  all  my  promifes  to  you :  and  my  eternity  is 
the  date  of  your  happinefs.  So  that,  O  believer,  you 
fee,  all  God's  efTcntial  perfections  are  made  over  to 
thee  m  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  therein  thou  haft 
an  unfearchable  treafare.  In  God's  attributes  there  is 
a  fuitable  remedy  for  all  thefe  maladies  and  miferies 
X  a    ,  which. 
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vbicb  £9  has  brought  on  you :  hit  vntifim  c^nf  yqqr 
ignoranGCt  his  graf  e,  your  guilt,  his  power  your  wwihr 
nefs,  his  mercy  your  mifery,  h'f9  gOQihi^  your  ml^hk 
faitt^ulnefs  your  inconftancy,  ^s  holUips  jonn  mf 
purityi  his  riches  your  poverty,  and  hia  lidnpfii  fm 
wants« 

JL^^,  i  wiU  be  your  God,  importSi  that  all  tfalU;  Gq4 
hath  (ball  be  made  over  to  you,  i  Cor*  ^91*  ^  Att 
things  are  yours.^  All  mine  are  thine.  At  £Qr  iqr 
ftance,  i.  All  my  promifes  are  yours  i  the  peemifiif 
both  of  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come  ;  mf  pm^ 
mifes  of  pardon^  my  promifes  of  hea|it)g»  mj  'prp* 
mifes  of  fan£t:ification,  my  promifes  of  quickening  and 
flrength,  my  promifes  of  through-bearing  and  comfoit 
in  trouble,  my  promifes  of  grace  and  glory  1  tfaqy  ate 
your  inheritance* 

2.  My  gifti  and  graces  are  yours^  faithj^  lovet^  hapc^ 
fear,  humility,  patience^  and  all  the  fulneCi  that  is  im 
Chrift,  is  your^ ;  all  thefe  graces  are  yoursi  as  amioiir 
to  defend  you,  jewels  to  enrich  you^  and  covdiala  toiov 
frefli  you,  while  you  fojouin  in  the  wilderncis. 

3.  My  creature^  are  yours.  My  creatures  os  earth 
are  yours»  to  ferve  and  fuftain  you,  my  angels  in  heates 
^re  yours,  to  guard  and  encamp  about  you.  The  eacii 
is  your  walking  and  fojouming  place,  the  heavens  your 
country  and  inheritance.  In  a.  word,  O  believer  !  my 
ordinances  and  ficrameats  are  yours,  to  ftrengthes  aad 
feed  you  i  my  providence  is  yours,  to  make  aU  thinga 
work  for  your  good ;  my  rod  is  yours  i  my  popple  it 
yours  I  my  kingdom  is  yours  i  nay,  my  eteroai  So« 
Chrift  is  yours;,  all  he  has  done  and  fuffered,  eve&hia 
whole  purcbafe  is  youts  :  both  things  prefent  and  t» 
come,  life  apd  death,  this  world  and  heaven,  *<  all  arc 
yours,^  I  CoF.  iit.  zz.  Behold,  when  there  was  a  co» 
vepant  n\a<]^  between  Jefaoiliaphat  and  the  king  of  fi(f 
rael,  Jeboihaphat  promifed  Ahah  whatever  be  had  or 
cculd  do,  I  Kings  xxii.  4^  *<  I  am,  (fays  he,)  as  thou 
art„  my  people  as  thy  people,  my  horfes  as  thy  horfc&i^ 
fo  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  whatever  God  bath  -oar  caai 
do,  is  made  over  to  you.  But  what  do  I  fpeak  ?  For  no 
created  mind  can  co^eeivej  nor  the  tongues  of  men  and 
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angels,  ftew  forth  tho  full  import  of  this  word^  <'  I 
ti411  be  your  God,?' 

111.  The  AUnf  thing  propofed  was,  to  (hew  how  this 
pFrritege  of  hating  God  for  our  God,  in  corenant,  ap- 
pears toiie  thd  top  of  our  happinefs.  And  this  doth 
evidently  appear  from  thefe  things. 

I.  From  die  Vaftnefs  of  the  portion,  which  believers 
bave  in  a  covenanted  God,  as  ab5ve  defcribed.  There 
18  more  comprehended  here,  <*  than  ejfe  hath  feen,  ear 
hath  heard,  or  the  heart  of  man  can  conceive.**  In  this 
covenant  of  grace  you  have  all  that  is  good,  alt  that  is 
gre^ty  and  alt  that  can  make  you  happy.  Tou  haiw 
covenant  pvefence,  covenant  provifion,  covenant  con- 
doft,  covenant  protcAion,  covenant  fupport,  and  co> 
Tenant  fkrength  for  aH  duties,  trials^  and  performances 
in  this  world :  And  you  have  eternal  glory  covenanted 
to  you  fivr  ihc  world  to  comet  Now,  can  any  thing  be 
fo  fatibfying  to  the  renewed  mind,  as,  to  review  this 
vaft  portion  i  It  is  pleafant  for  a  man  to  view  his  tem- 
poral interefts,  to  walk  about  his  buildings,  plantings, 
gardens,  flocks,  fields,  &c.    But  what  are  thefe  to  this 

Grtion  of  the  believer  ?  It  was  a  ravishing  profpe£l  that 
ofe»  got  ol  Canaan  from  mount  Nebo :  How  ^eafant 
was  it  tM>  view  the  lovely  hills,  the  fruitful  vallies',  the 
winding  rivers,  the  beautiful  gardens,  and  flouriihing 
treeS)  in  that  incofnparaUe  land  \  But  all  that  was  no- 
thing CO  the  believer^s  covenanted  inheritance.  View 
the  covenant^  and  fee  who  can  number  the  prbmifes 
and  bleffiags  contained  in  it ;  time  would  fail  to  men- 
tion them  :  Read  the  fcriptures  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  and  behold  a  dazzling  and  glorious  (ight  \  As 
the  heavens  are  befpangled  with  ftars  in  a  winter  nighty 
fo  is  God's  word  and  covenant  with  ihining  promifes. 
We  may  allude  to  that  pafTage  in  Gad's  covenanting 
vtHk  Abraham,  Gen.  xv.  5.  God  brought  him  forth 
abtead,  and  fakH,  *<  Look  now  toward  heaven,  and  tell 
the  ftars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them :  fo  ftiali  thy 
feed  be.**  Look,  O  believer,  to  the  firmament  of  the 
covenant,' and  teh  the  ftars  of  the  promifes,  if  thou  be 
able  fO  numbetor  vMsigh  them ;  fo  fliali  alfo  the  blef- 
fings  and  benefits  be^  which  thou  haft  to  inherit. 

II.  Ta 
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be  the  king  of  terrora  to  an  tuAdief  er ;  whf  i  kk 
terrible  to  dunk,  **  I  am  going  to  appear  beme  tint 
Ciod  I  do  not  know,  I  have  no  inteieft  in,mar 4eqaahh 
tance  with :  How  can  I  ezped  hdp  fioria  =  hiHi  4ov^ 
whom  I  never  loved,  nor  fought  unto  beibie^  Bit  t 
covenanted  foul  may  fay,  ^*  I  will  not  fiear,i«r  I  kuM 
whither  I  am  going,  the  place  I  know,  mod  ibe^Mijf  I 
know,  and  the  God  of  that  knd  i  know.  Whf  flMM 
I  be  unwilling  to  go  to  my  covenanted  God  and  M(i^ 
with  whom  I  have  had  fweet  conveHe,  vUxoSm  paefisoce 
I  eameftly  have  bnged  for  ?  Is  not  deathly  Fadntik 
fervant,  fent  to  bring  me  home  to  my  Fatiutf's  iipaft^ 
where  I  will  be  put  in  -fuUpofieffion  of  aft  tfao^hMbp 
jof  the  covenant  ?  Surely  then  the  day  of  my  dinib  ml 
bebettertofne-tban  the  dayof  my  birtfai/'     .' 

5*  This  tro^wnant-rdation  ukes  the  tenoc. out ffftk 
great  judgment  day.  Why  ?  O  believmry  it  itilbe  4ay 
of  your  covenanted  Redeemer^a  cominf;  tb  lake  y^a 
home  to  dwell  eternally  with  him.  JDoihaiotia  fhaftt 
wife  long  for  the  return  of  her  faufkaadi  And  will 
not  a  believing  foul,  betrothed  to  Chrift,  bag^for  the 
glorious  bridegroom's  return  to  confummate  the  bap* 
py  marriage  ?  Let  others  tremble  at  .bis  coming,  and 
cry  to  the  **  rocks  to.htde  them  from  the  face  Of  die 
Lamb^'*  but  furely  you  have  caufe  to  ''  lilGt  op  yoaf 
head  with  joy,  for  the  day  of  your  rcdeqpption  diaiicdl 
nigh/' 

I'V.  This  covenant  relation  to  God  is  JOur  .greateft 
happineis ;  for  it  doth  exceedingly  fweeten  every  thing 
that  is  comfortable. 

I.  It  fweetens  the  thoughts  of  Chrift  to  a  beSeven 
When  the  word  brings  tlic  news  of  his  glory  to  yout 
ears,  or  the  facrament  fets  him  forth  as  crucified  b^ore 
your  eyes,  your  hearts  may  prefently  warm  to  him,  and 
cry  with  Thomas, "  My  Lord  and  my  God  I**  and  with 
Paul,  ^*  It  is  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
gave  himfelf  for  me ;"  and  with  the  fpoufe,  '*  My  be* 
loved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his :"  ''  All  he  did  and  fuffer* 
ed  was  for  me  ^  his  bloody  fweat,  his  painful  wonnds» 
his  dying  groans,  were  for  me.  He  thought  on  me 
when  he  was  on  the  crois  :  my  name  is  dm  ^j  on 

his 
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Us  breaft-plate :  he  ftill  thinks  on  me,  tnd  pleads  for 
me*  as  his  corenamted  fpoiife.  *<  I  know  my  Redeenv- 
er  Kveth ;  and  becanfe  he  lires,  I  ihall  live  alio."  Good 
gnrand  lave  ye  to  (ay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal  civ.  34. 
*<  My  meditatkm  of  him  (hall  be  fweet  i  I  will  be  glad 
in  toe  Lord. 

«.  It  will  make  gofpel-ordinances  very  fweet :  As» 
for  inftanee,  (1.)  Brayer  may  be  fweet  to  a  covenanted 
ibul  z  Is  it  not  fweet  to  come  itito  God^s  prefence,  and 
call  him  oor  Father,  and  fpeak  to  him  as  fach  ?  <<  Fa- 
ther, ((rant  me  this,  and  the  other  good  thing  whidi  I 
want.**  An  uncovenanted  ioul  comes  before  God  as 
his  jodgc  \  But  O  !  it  is  comfortable  to  draw  nigh  to 
him  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  Chrift,  and 
with  a  holy  confidence  fpread  our  wants  before  him. 
(a.)  h  will  make  the  word  f^reet  $  a  covenanted  foul 
may  read,  and  hear  it  as  a  love-letter  come  from  his 
friend  and  huiband,  and  may  fwectly  apply  the  promife 
of  it  to  himfelf,  and  fay.  This  is  mine  *,  this  was  God's 
gracious  unchangeable  purpofe  to  me  in  Chrift  :  And 
O  but  that  would  make  the  word  as  a  lovely  foiig  in 
our  ears !  (3O  ^^  ^^^^  '^^^^  the  Lord's  fupper  fweet* 
O  covenanted  fouls,  you  can  come  to  this  holy  table, 
as  to  a  precious  fcaft  provided  for  you  *,  you  can  come 
as  Grod's  friends  and  invited  guefts,  and  expe£l  a  kind- 
ly welfnmie  from  him  :  It  is  co  you  he  faith,  **  E^t,  O 
mends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved,"  Cant. 
V.  !•  This  is  your  F^ithcr's  table  covered  for  you ;  ma- 
ny prefume  thither  who  have  no  light ;  but  you  have 
no  ground  to  qucftion  your  right,  nor  doubt  your  wel- 
come :  A  communion  day  may  be  a  pleafanc  day  to 
you,  and  you  may  rejoice  at  the  intimation  and  ap- 
proach of  it,  and  look  on  it  as  a  foretafte  of  heaven, 
and  a  pledge  of  your  eternal  communion  with  God. 

3.  This  covenant  relation  will  fweeten  your  thoughts 
of  God's '  works,  both  pf  creation  and  providence. 
When  vou  walk  through  the  fields,  you  may  fay,  1  walk 
on  my  ntther's  foodtool,  which  he  hath  given  me  to 
fojourn  upon  while  I  am  here  below.  When  you  view 
the  ftru£lure  of  the  heavens,  you  may  fay,  Bchoid  my 
Father's  palace^  where  he  dwells,  and  where  I  will 

Vol.  III.  Y  dwell 
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dwell  ^ith  him  ere  long  :  If  the  floor  and  'payementcif 
it  be  fo  glorious,  what  mud  its  roof»  walk,  gates,  and 
furniture  be  ?  Yet  it  is  my  home  and  dwelling  plaMf 
prepared  by  Chrift  my  forerunnert  When  you  confi- 
der  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  and  God's  yarioas 
dealings  towards  you,  you  may  fay.  How  great  paiu 
18  he  at  with  me  to  promote  my  welfare,  and  prepare 
me  for  heaven  ?  Though  difpenfations  be  fometimes 
myfterious  now,  yet  how  wife  and  beautiful  wUl  the 
whole  fcheme  of  providence  concerning  me  appear  in 
the  iflue  ? 

4'  if  will  fweeten  all  your  outward  mercies:  Why? 
you  may  receive  them  as  love- tokens  from  heaven,  and 
pledges  of  God's  fatherly  good  will  to  you  in  Chrift. 
Art  thou  raifed  from  a  fick  bed,  or  delivered  from  any 
trouble  ?  you  may  fay  of  it  as  Hczekiah  did.  If.  xxxviii. 
17.  "  Thou  haft,  in  love  to  my  foul,  delivered  it  from 
the  pit  of  corruption.**  Again,  every  meal  of  meat,  or 
morfel  of  bread  thou  eateft,  may  be  doubly  fweet  to 
you  ;  for  it  is  the  fruit  of  Chrift's  purchafc  ;  it  is  dipt 
in  his  blood,  and  comes  through  the  covenant- channel 
to  thy  hand  :  Thou  may  ft  fpy  covenant- love  in  every 
common  mercy  *,  thou  enjoyeft  it  not  as  a  creature,  but 
as  an  heir :  Thy  Father  fends  it  from  his  own  table  to 
thee,  as  an  eameft  of  greater  and  better  tilings  laid  up 
for  thee  hereafter.  That  word  belongs  to  thee,  which 
we  have  in  Eccl.  ix.  7.  "Go  thy  way,  cat  thy  bread 
with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a  merry  heart.;  for 
God  now  accepteth  thy  works." 

Lqftly^  This  covenant  relation  to  God  is  our  greateft 
happinefs  in  regard  of  the  fure  and  indiflbluble  nature 
of  it,  Ifa.  liv.  10.  Mutable  creatures  alter  their  pur- 
pcfes,  and  break  their  leagues  and  covenants  which 
they  made  ;  but  God  will  never  break  his  covenant  of 
grace  with  his  people.  A  covenant  with  a  nation  maj 
be  diflblved,  as  with  the  people  of  the  Jews,  becaufe  it 
is  not  built  on  the  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  to  put  his 
fear  in  their  hearts ;  but  it  hath  a  refpeS  to  their  obe- 
dience. But  his  covenant  with  the  tXtO.  is  indifToluble, 
feeing  it  depends  on  God's  eternal  purpofe,  to  make 
them  perfevere  in  his  ways.     The  covenant  of  grace 

doth     I 
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oth  not  run  thus,  "  I  will  be  their  God,  if  they  will 
c  my  people  ;*•  but  "  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they 
[lall  be  my  people/'  He  puts  a  condition  indeed  in 
is  Covenant  of  grace  ;  but  he  has  refolved  ai)d  de- 
reed  from  eternity,  to  work  that  condition  in  their 
learts^,  Jcr.  xxxti,  40.  "  I  will  make  an  everlalling  co- 
enant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them 
0  do  them  good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts, 
hat  they  (hall  not  depart  from  me."  There  ,we  fee, 
hat  God  is  on  both  (ides  in  this  cayenant,  he  engages 
lot  only  for  his  own  part,  but  for  ours,  that  we  (hall 
ear  him,  and  (hall  not  depart  from  him.  How  happy 
hen  are  believers  who  are  in  covenant  with  God  ! 
They  are  a '  happy  people ;  and  nothing  can  deprive 
hem  of  their  happinefs.  Adultery  may  diflblve  the 
tiarriage-  cotenant  among  men,  but  not  fo  here ;  for 
i^od  faith  to  his  covenanted  people,  *^  Thou  haft  play- 
id  the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  yet  return  again  unto 
ne  :  Turn,  ye  backiliding  children,  faith  die  Lord  ;  for 
am  married  unto  you,"  J^i'*  iii-  ^i  M*  Again,  death 
annot  difiblve  this  covenant- relation,  as  it  doth  among 
nen  \  but  brings  us  the  nearer  to  our  covenanted  God  \ 
!b  that  a  covenanted  foul,  when  he  finds  death  begin 
o  afTault  his  clay-tabernacle,  he  may  even  rejoice,  and 
ing  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  26.  <<  My  fle(h  and 
ny  heart  faileth,  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart, 
md  my  portion  for  ever."  What  though  my  eye  and 
leart-Arings  be  ready  to  break,  and  the  lamp  of  my  life 
)e  like  a  candle  burnt  to  the  focket,  and  near  the  going 
»ut ;  yet  (till  God  is  my  God,  and  portion  for  ever* 
Thus  Olevian,  a  dying  faint,  comforted  himfelf,  <*  My 
learing  is  gone,  my  fmelling  is  gone,  and  my  Hght  is 
;oing  :  my  fpeech  and  feehng  are  almoit  gone  ;  but  the 
oving  kindnefs  of  God  is  itill  the  famCi  and  will  never 
lepart  from  me." 

APPLICATION. 

Ufc  I.  Of  Infirmathn.    We  may  hence  fee,  i.  How 

far  miftaken  the  world  is  about  a  believer's  lot  \  they 

naany  times  reckon  them  poor  and  defpicable,  and  the 
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efffcouiiog  6f  all  things ;  but  certainly  they  are»  of  all 
peribns  in  the  world,  the  wifeft ;  for  tbev  mab  the 
wiftft  choice,  and  the  beft  bargain  :  Nay,  mcy  are  die 
richcft  too,  for  all  things  are  theirs ;  though  they  oft 
feem  to  the  world  to  have  nothing,  2  Cor.  vi.  to. 

2.  We  may  hence  infer,  that  believers  have  no 
ground  to  envy  the  worldling  of  hb  portion,  but  rather 
to  pity  him  ;  for  he  hath  no  more  than  ^at  is  feen  bf 
all}  and  that  but  for  a  ibort  time,  Pfal.  aLvii.  14.  LdIk 
Ti.  24*  A  camal^man  may  fay,  This  houfe,  this  eftate, 
this  money  is  mine  *,  but  a  Chiiftan  can  fay,  Tiif  G«l 
is  mine*  And  a  covenanted  God  is  move  than  ten  tfaou- 
fand  kingdoms. 

Ufe  11.  Of  Ttrrcr^  to  tbofe  that  are  out  of  the  bond 
of  thi»  covenant :  For  if  the  people  be  fo  happy,  fokfi 
God  is  the  Lord^  how  unhappy  and  miferaUe  nuift  they 
be,  whofe  God  is  not  the  l^rd  :  Nay,  your  caie  is  on- 
ipeakably  fad  and  difmai ;  and  O !  that  Gkid  wouki 
fend  a  wakening  word  to  all  fuch,  and  found  an  a!am 
in  your  ears  this  day^ 

1.  Tou  have  neither  art  nor  part  in  the  God  of  If* 
rael,  Eph.  ii.  12.  He  (lands  in  no  relation  t6  you,b«t 
that  of  Creator,  and  fo  (lands  he  to  the  devils :  Bat 
what  comfort  can  they  draw  from  that  ?  for  '<  he  that 
made  them,  will  not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that 
forfned  them,  will  (hew  them  no  favour.*' 

2.  You  are  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and  under 
its  fearful  curfie  and  fentence  for  the  breadi  theieof. 
It  is  terrible  to  be  under  fentence  of  death  by  an  earth- 
ly judge,  and  to  be  looking  every  hour  to  be  taken 
forth  to  the  fcafFold  ;  But  your  cafe  is  far  worfe ;  you 
are  doomed  to  eternal  death,  and  you  may  be  looking 
every  moment  to  be  led  forth  to  execution.  When 
you  awake  in  the  morning,  you  may  ifay,  Shall  this  be 
the  day  of  my  execution  ?  Shall  I  be  taken  to  the  fcaf- 
fold  of  divine  vengeance  before  night  ?  Every  headacb 
or  (ick  heart,  every  pain  or  (litch  in  back  or  breail,  may 
put  you  to  fay.  Is  this  the  meflenger  that  the  Judge  is 
to  fend  to  bring  me  forth  ?  Sad  is  your  cafe,  O  uncore- 
planted  foul,  you  may  fleep  and  wake  in  continual  fear: 
for  you  are  ftil)  tottering  on  the  brink  of  hell,  and  ridge 
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of  d<ftrHdipP«  6  !  tremble  then  to  lie  down-  another 
night  in  this  condition.  In  the  name  of  God^  I  obteft 
yov  to  awake  from  fleep,  and  find  no  reft  for  thefoJeqf 
yourfodt^  till,  like  Nq^^s  dove^  ye  cocne  into  the  aik 
of  the  covenant* 

Ufe  IIL  Of  Examinatwn.  O  communicants,  try  if 
ye.  be  within  this  covenant ;  remember,  if  you  be  not^ 
you  have  no  right  to  the  feals  of  it ;  no  right  to  Gt 
down  at  the  Load's  table.  **  Let  a  man  examine  him- 
.  felff  and  fo  let  him  eat :"  And  examine  yourfelves  by 
the^  marks. 
.  I,  Know  yoQ  any  thing  of  a  change  of  your  ftate  ? 
Can  you  fay  ^  **  Once  I  was  abond-llave  to  fatan,  and 
an  enemy  of  God  :  once  I  loved  fin,  and  hated  holi-/ 
nefs  :  but  now  God  hath  opened  my  eyes,  and  humbled 
fay  heart  for  (in,  and  made  me  cait  down  the  weapons 
01  my  rebellion  at  his  feet :  once  I  was  at  peace  with- 
out Chrift  the  Mediator ;  but  now  I  fee  nothing  but 
£re  and  wrath  out  of  him  :  once  I  thought  little  of 
fin  ;  but  now  1  fee  it  to  be  the  mod  black  and  bloody 
tbing  in  the  world."    Then  this  is  a  good  fign. 

2.  If  you  be  in  covenant  with  God,  you  will  certain- 
ly love  God  with  your  hearts,  and  love  the  Mediator, 
who  brought  you  into  the  covenant.  Can  you  fay  then 
with  Peter,  "  Lord,  thou  that  knowcft  all  things, 
Imoweft  that  I  Jpvc  thee  ?'  Lord,  though  I  cannot  hear, 
pray,  praife,  or  communicate  as  1  ought,  yet  thou  know- 
eft  I  k>ve  thee ;  yea,  1  love  thee  above  all  things.  And 
^'  all  the  riches,  honour?,  and  pleafures  of  ttie  world 
were  in  my  offer  or  poflTeffion,  and  Chrift  would  fay, 
If  Qli  muft  either  part  with  thefe,  or  part  with  me  ;  my 
heart  would  anfwcr.  Lord  abide  thou  wich  me,  and  kt 
tlvm  ail  be  gone.    . 

§9  Thpfe  that  are  in  covenant  with  God,  have  cer- 
tainly made  choice  of  God,  as  their  God  and  portion. 
Can  you  fay  you  have  done  this,  O  doubting  commu- 
meant  ?  Though  you  cannot  fay,  that  God  hath  choiicn 
jQUf  yet  doth  your  heart  truly  chufc  him  ?  And  arc 
you  rcfolved  never  to  be  fatisfied  without  him  ^  And 
whatever  offers  be  made  to  you,  yet  you  will  be  put 

cff 
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cflF'with  nothing  bcGdet  God.    Theiitlniflu)r||i«e}IM 
comfort* 

4*  Can  you  far  yon  have  made  a  reGgnstbMi  crf^yoitt- 
felvesy  and  of  all  yon  have  to  God,  and  yon  lefilvt  to 
renew  it  again  this  night  in  fecrct,  and  to*tiioirtti#  b^ 
fore  men  and  an^eli  ?  Then  it  is  a  token  fof  good* 
It  may  be,  doubting  fonit  tliou  art  tfraU  to  fty/^^ofd . 
thou  art  my  God;  but  canft  thou  Tentoie  tofiifi 
*^  Lord,  i  am  thine,  1  rcfolve  to  be  thine,  and'thia^  On* 
)y ;  I  will  not  be  mine  own,  I  win  not  bevthe  4evil% 
i  will  not  be  the  world's,  I  will  not  be  my  luft^s^^  %Mi^ 
I  am  refolved  to  be  Acne's  but  thine.**  Well»  let  tbit 
comfort  you  when  other  marks  camiot.  For  if  onie 
yon:  come  the  length  to  f^,  **  Lord,  I  am  thi*e^^  ]NNi 
may  fay  in  the  n.^xt  place,  *'  Lord,  thou  art  'tfilnt  ^'' 
for  the  relation  is  always  reciprocal :  And  ahis-k^lhe 
reafoning  of  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  ▼!«  3*  **  I  am  mf  btior- 
cd's>  and  my  beloved  is  mine."  - 

5.  Are  you  mightily  pleafed  with  the  oontrivcmlmt 
and  defign  of  this  covenam,  which  is  to  debajfe'  felfi 
and  exalt  free  grace  ?  And  would  you  deflre  beavmii 
though  it  were  for  no  more,  but  to  (land  eternal  mo* 
numents  of  free  grace,  and  join  your  note  with  the  re- 
deemed, eternally  to  cry/  "  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  ttSi 
but  to  thee  be  the  glory  i^ 

And,  hastily  Are  you  inclined  to  perform  covenant* 
duties  confcientioufly,  and  that  in  a  covenant  way,  !€• 
lying  on  covenant  itrength,  and  from  a  prtnciple  x& 
kve  and  gratitude  to  your  covenanted  God»  and  ii^itiv 
an  eye  to  glorify  his  name :  Then  fear  not  4o')lcoA€ 
forward  to  take  the  feai  of  the  covenant,  for  yott*  be- 
long to  it. 

life  IV.  Of  Exhortation.  And  this  I  (hall  4iTe)^  to 
all  that  hear  the  gofpel,  efpecially  communicant^  O 
ronio  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  enter  yoor- 
f<!lveft  within  the  bond  of  it  \  and  then  come  and  take 
God's  fcal  to  the  bargain.  1  here,  in  my  great  Lord 
and  Mivftei's  name,  make  offer  ot  God  s  covenant  to 
all  of  you,  be  what  you  will,  polpei  flighters,  rebels  a- 
gdinfl  God,'  gractlefs  and  profane  imners,  carnal  and 
earthly  minded  fouls,  hypocrites,  formaUlts,  backflid- 

ers, 
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ersy  weary  and  heavy  laden  finnerst  doubting  and  dif* 
couraged  fouls ^  I  exhort  and  befeech  you  ail  to  come 
and  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  make  choice  of  God 
for  your  God  and  pojtion,  and  JeCus  Chrill  for  your 
Mediator  and  Peace- maker  with  God,  and  refign  your- 
felves  freely  to  God  in  Chrifl.  O  finners,  the  cove- 
nant is  free,  the  call  is  pre(Iing»  tlie  offer  is  great,  the 
bargain  excellent. 

This  is  the  mod  honourable  and  advantageous  bar- 
gain that  ever  you  made ;  the  deiign  of  my  whole  fer« 
men  has  been  to  recommend  it,  and  perfuade  you  to 
clofe  with  it :  God  knows  how  your  hearts  (land  incline 
ed.  But  I  would  have  you  all  to  remember,  that  our 
time  is  (bort,  and  the  hour  is  coming,  when  we  that 
are  minifters  mud  leave  this  work  of  befeeching,  pref- 
fing,  and  arguing  with  you,  and  go  to  him  that  fent 
us,  with  a  faithful  account  of  the  iflue  of  our  meflage. 
And  O  how  fad  and  unpleafant  will  the  account  be 
that  we  mud  give  of  thofe  of.  you  whom  we  leave  un- 
perfuaded  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant.  It  will  be 
a  melancholy  thing,  and  matter  of  grief,  tp  accufe  any 
of  yott  to  the  Father ;  but  we  muft  do  it,  if  you  wiU 
not  prevent  it  by  your  hearkening  and  obeying,  if 
you  do  it  not  in  time,  as  God  is  in  heaven,  you  will 
eternally  repent  it :  I  do  here  warn  you  of  your  dan« 
ger,  and  call  heaven  and  earth  to  record  again d  you 
that  I  am  free  of  your  blood.  O  young  people  I  what 
fay  ye  to  it  ?  Will  yc  take  hold  of  the  covenant  ?  Your 
baptifm  will  not  profit  you,  unlefs  now,  when  ye  are  of 
age,  ye  ratify  your  parents  deed,  renew  your  baptifmal 
engagements,  and  per IbfAally  join  yourfelves  unto  the 
Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant.  If  ye  approach  to  the 
Lord's  table  without  doing  it,  you  will  be  unworthy 
communicants,  you  will  be  guilty  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  the  Lord,  you  will  but  mock  God  and  deceive 
your  own  fouls.  I  have  not  time  to  ani wer  obje£lions 
againft  covenanting  with  God  \  I  iliall  only  fpe^k  to 
one  quedion,  and  then  conclude. 

^uest>  But  you  may, fay,  what  would  you  have  us 
doing,  in  order  to  our  being  brought  into  God's  cove- 
nant i   We  would  gladly  be  among  the  nutuDer  of  that 

h^ppy 
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nsppv  pcopiC^  wfioic  Oob  s  tnc  i/iffOf  ssb  ^mv  1 
cDfcnant  wiA  him ;  bat  we  kxioir  not  haw  t»  get  { 

jfn/.  Sarelf  tfie  f?a!  b  nee  ^rnhnHj  paflbe  is  tfiir 
trxohEtmif  bar  reaft  be  afirre  hi  it.  SmtlMag  is  M 
be  done  on  oor  pirt,  wben  we  enter  imo  eopvanntwilli 
God ;  and  fherefore  we  are  cafled  to  "jom  oifeha 
unto  the  Lord  in  a  perpetaal  corenint,  Jer.  L  5.  ( 
do  not  mean,  that  we  can  do  any  thing  to  enter  ou^ 
icUcs  into  coTcnant  with  God  in  oar  own  ftienvdi} 
no,  it  is  God  by  his  Spirit  ^  that  wotieth  in  nsboditD 
win  and  to  do  of  his  ^ood  pleafore  *  The  duty «  oofly 
bat  the  work  is  the  Spirit^s.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  cooitf 
the  heart,  and  prevails  with  the  foal  to  give  its  oonfent 
to  this  bkfled  bargain.  But,  in  rhc  mean  time,  let  at 
be  minting  at  our  daty  as  we  can,  looking  for  the  Spi' 
rii's  concurrence.  And  there  are  four  things  to  be 
done  by  us,  in  order  to  our  being  in  covenant  with  6od» 
and  God  help  every  communicant  to  aim  (tncerelj  it 
them  this  night.  1.  Renunciation.  2.  Acceptation* 
3.  Dedication.     4.  Solemn  engagement. 

I.  You  muft  heartily  renounce  and  break  league 
witli  all  the  Lord's  enemies  and  rivals,  Hof.  xiv.  9« 
and  particularly  renounce,  (i.)  Satan's  govemitoent; 
though  formerly  you  was  led  captive  by  him  at  his  wiH, 
yet  now  folemnly  renounce  all  (ubjsdion  to  hi^,  and 
hearken  no  more  to  his  fuggeftions  and  temptadont, . 
let  God  alone  have  the  throne.  (2.)  Renounce  the 
wofld,  be  no  more  a  Have  to  it  as  you  have  been ;  fct 
your  htart  no  longer  on  its  profits  and  pleafures,  as 
your  portion  and  inheritance  ^  but  make  God  your 
treafure.  (3.)  Renounce  the  tle(li ;  however  its  lofts 
have  been  beloved  by  you,  let  them  reign  no  more  in 
you  (  but  condemn  th^m  to  be  crucified  as  the  murder* 
trs  oif  ChriH.  (4  )  Renounce  your  own  righteoufncfs 
-  in  pvnnt  of  JudlticAcIon  and  acceptance  with  God,  and 
folemnly  diiclaim  All  trull  and  contidence  in  your  owia 
duties  and  perform. \noc;?.^ 

2*  W4'4i/^i»^**%  Heartily  Aim  to  mike  choice,  anJ. 
icctpt  of  livvl  in  ChtilK  4?^  rour  foul's  portion  and  in— 
!;crit4ncc>  Pfal%  UxiiL  :5%     fiat  (Sbfcrvr,  how  God  i^ 

to 
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to'be  chofen,  only  in  and  through  Chrift  the  Mediator ; 
for  <^  out  of  Chrift  he  is  a  confuming  fire ;"  therefore 
accept  of  precious  Chrift  as  your  guide  and  way  to  the 
Father*  and  of  his  fatisfadlion  and  meritSt  a$  the  ran« 
fom  for  deiivering  you  from  wrath.  Accept  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  as  your  fan£^ifier,  quickener,  and  comfort- 
er ;  and  heartily  acquiefce  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  apd 
gofpel-iiiethod  of  falvation  through  Ghriit,  as  **  well- 
ordered  in  all  things. 

3*  Dedicatim.  As  God  gives  himfelf  wholly  to  ydU^ 
fo  do  you  dedicate  and  give  up  yourfelves,  and  all  that 
you  have,  whoUy  and  unrefervedly  to  God» .  %  diron. 
xaut*  ^*  Give  up  your  fouls,  with  all  their  powers 
and  faculties  \  your  bodies,  with,  all  their  (enles  and 
members  \  and  all  your  enjoyments,  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual,  to  be  employed  for  God  and  his  honour,  and  to 
be  entirely  difpofed  of  for  his  fervice  and  glory* 

4^  Solemn  engagement.  You  muft  refolve  and  en- 
gage, in  the  "  ftrength  of  Chrift  ottr  Surety,"  to  live 
wholly  to.  your  coveiianted  God,  and  walk  with  him  in 
newnefs  of  life,  perform  every  duty  he  commands,  fuf- 
ftr  patiently  what  he  infliflis,  watch  againft  every  fii)  he 
fotbids,  and  manfully  fight  againft  his  enemies*  Thus 
be  aiming  at  your  duty,  and  lay  youtfelves  in  the  Spi- 
rit's way»  and  who  knows  but  God  will  pity  and  help 
you,  honeftly  to  take  hold  of  his  covenant,  and  alfd 
himfelf  hj  Amen  to  the  bargain*  The  Lord  blefs  his 
word.    Amen* 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    XV. 

A  Preparation  Srrmon  be/are  the  Cmummkm. 

The  right  Improyement  of  the  day  of  GiBce. 

Heb.  ill.  7,  8.  Wkertfore,  as  ibe  Hofy  Gb^fM^  fJn 
if  y^^  will  bear  bis  voice^  barden  not  your  bUmrie  mehm 
fr99ocatio/f^  tic* 

IN  this  chapter,  the  apoftle  doth  difplay  fimeduflgof 
the  Mediator's  glory  and  excelleocT;  heih^ 
that  he  is  far  preferable  to  Mofei^  at  mocB  t^dtebut 
der  of  the  houfe  is  greater  thm  the  houfe  ;  and  tfattk 
alone  ie  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  great  pro|»lMCiid 
teacher  of  his  church. .  And  having  laid  down  ftMftl 
propofitions  to  this  purpofe,  he  comes  to  draw  is  iiift> 
rencc  ftom  them  in  the  words  of  my  text^  fPier^t 
Sec.  As  if  he  had  faid^  feeing  Chrift  is  the  chief  jpi^k 
and  prophet  of  his  church,  a  teacher  fent  from  God  to 
inftriid  the  world ;  it  is  therefore  our  indi^iesfiUc  d«^ 
ty  to  hear  his  voice,  comply  with  his  coonfelsy  and  thit 
without  delay ;  and  this  exhortation  the  vfMt 
ftrengthens  with  that  of  David,  Pfal.  xcv.  y* 

In  the  words  we  have,  i.  The  illative  pardck 
Wherefore^  which  denotes  the  dedudtion  of  the  enfuing  - 
exhortation  from  the  preceding  difcourfe.  2.  We 
have  the  authority  which  the  apoftle  cites  for  his  exhor- 
tation, even  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  of  old  fpake 
by  David,  Pfal.  xcv.  and  now  fpeaketh  by  fainr  in  the 
text.  3.  In  the  exhortation,  we  have  a  duty  requiied 
of  us,  viz*  hearing  of  Chriil's  voice,  Hear  his  voice  %  not 
the  voice  of  a  mere  man,  not  the  voice  of  an  apoftle  or 
angel,  but  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  that  glorious  am* 
baffador  of  heaven,  who  was  fent  to  the  world  for  ad- 
vancing a  treaty  .of  peaCe  \  his  voice  we  are  to  hear, 

his 
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his  inftru&ions  asul  calls  we  are  to  comply  with.  4. 
We  have  the  circumftance  of  time,  and  ipecial  feafoa 
when  this  4uty  18  to  be  dooet  and  that  is  prefently*  /#• 
iayy  or  in  this  folemn  day  of  grace.  5.  We  have, 
in  the  following  verfe,  a  cautionary  dire^ion  to  all 
diat  (it  under  the  gofpel,  to  beware  of  hardening  their 
hearts^  or  (lopping  their  ears  againft  Chrift's  calls,  as 
the  obftinate  and  hard-hearted  Jews  did  in  the  wilder- 
nefs. 

DocT.  I.  <'  That  the  confideration  of  the  authority  oF 
the  Holy  Ghoft  fpeaking  in  the  fcripture,  (hould  might- 
ily enforce  upon  us  the  duties  there  exhorted."  We 
fiiould  oonfider  whofe  authority  we  defpi(e,  when  we 
Hight  the  offers,  calls,  and  duties  prei&d  in  the  gofpel, 
even  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  \  and  it  is  a  fearful  thing 
to  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

DbcT.  II*  "  That  the  voice  which  we  are  called  to 
hear  in  and  by  the  gofpel,  is  Chrift^  voice  \  it  is  not 
the  voice  of  a  man  like  ourfelves,  but  the  voice  of  the 
Son  of  Gody  and  therefore  (hould  be  awfully  regarded*" 
But  the  doArine  which  I  intend  to  handle  at  this  time, 
ihall  be  drawn  chiefly  from  the  feafon  of  prefling  thb 
dtttr. 

DocT.  III.  "  That  all  who  fit  under  the  gofpel, 
fliottld  be  careful  to  improve  the  feafons  of  grace,  and 
opportunities  of  hearing  Chrift's  voice,  which  God  al- 
lows  them.** 

In  handling  this  do£hine,  I  (ball  (hew» 

I.  What  is  implied  in  hearing  of  Chrift's  voice  in  the 
gofpel. 

II.  That  there  are  fome  fpecial  feafons  for  hearing  of 
Chrift's  voice,  and  what  thefe  are. 

III.  How  we  ought  to  improve  thefe  feafans. 

IV.  ileafons  why  we  (hould  carefully  improve  them. 

V.  I  (hall  apply  the  whole. 

\.  As  to  the  Ttrjl^  What  is  imported  in  hearing  of 
Chrift's  voice  in  the  gofpeU  I  Qiall  net  infift  on  ^at 
IS  prefuppofed  in  it,  viz.  That  our  ears  are  naturally 
flopped  againft  Chfift ;  and  it  is  only  a  work  of  his 
power  on  the  foul  that  can  open  them  \  but  (hew  what 
it  dire£liy  implies. 

I.  This 
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1.  This  hearing  doth  importy  our  btfieriog  the  worl 
to  be  Chrift^s  ToicCy  and  not  the  Voice  ^  man.  Ai 
long  as  we  re|i;ard  what  we  hear^  only  as  die  imce  of  a 
anmifter,  or  man  like  onrfelTes,  it  wiH  fierer  hombk 
iiSi  nor  prevail  with  our  ftubbom  hearts ;  but  when  we 
begin  to  take  it  up  as  the  voice  of  God,  or  Chrift  fpeak- 
ing  to  us  from  heaven,  then  the  foul  doth  hearken, 
con(ider,  and  obey.  Till  Samuel  knew  that  it  was  the 
Lord's  voice  fpeaking  to  him»  i  Sam.  i.  he  ftill  took 
the  wrong  courfe :  he  went  to  Eli,  when  lie  ihoujd 
hare  heaikened  to  God. 

2.  A  clofe  and  ferious  attention  of  the  mind  to  what 
we  hear.  The  foul  that  hears  Chrift's  voice  flops  bit 
career  in  purfuing  fin  and  the  world,  which  always 
makes  a  buzzing  noife  about  his  ears^  and  applies  ms 
ear  to  hear  what  Chrift  faith  \  turns  attentiTe  to^  and 
feripus  about  the  thirigs  of  eternity. 

3.  The  application  of  what  Chrift  faith  oAto  us  in 
particular :  As  if  Chrift  fpoke  to  us  by  name  and  fir- 
iiame,  and  faid  to  us,  as  Nathan  did  to  David,  ^*  Thon 
art  the  man.**  We  commonly  neglcS  what  Chrift  faidi 
by  his  word,  by  putting  it  by  ourfelves  to  others ;  but 
we  hear  him  aright  when  we  bring  what  he  faith  clofe 
home  to  our  own  hearts  and  confciences,  and  fay,  *'  It 
is  to  me  this  word  is  directed  ;  it  is  me  that  Chrift  in- 
tends, it  is  I  that  the  law  condemns,  and  that  juftice 
threatens.  I  am  the  guilty  finncr  that  have  (hut  out 
Chrift,  and  preferred  my  lufts  to  him,  and  yet  he  now 
pities  me,  and  calls  me  to  open  to  him." 

4.  A  thorough  conviction  of  the  neceflity  and  ad« 
vantage  of  yielding  to  Chrift's  calls ;  O  faith  the  foul, 
long  hath  my  Saviour  knocked,  faying,  *<  Open  to  me, 
arifc  and  come  away,**  and  yet  I  have  fit  ftill,  and  given 
him  a  deaf  ear  ;  and  now  1  am  loft,  undone,  and  con- 
demned in  my  prefent  cafe  ;  if  death  knock  before  I 
open  to  Chrift,  1  can  look  for  nothing  but  the  bottom- 
lefs  pit  to  open  and  fwallow  me  up  for  ever.     But  if  I 

'  *^eh  to  Chrift,  I  am  happy,  and  out  of  the  reach  of 
.^.'ath  for  ever. 

5.  It  imports  the  foul's  cordial  complying^  with 
phrift's  calls,  and  confenting  to  receive  and  embrace 

him 
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bim  as  he  is  offered  in  the  ^fpel ;  that  Is  to  faf,  as  a 
prophet  to  teach  us,  a  prieft  to  atone  for  us,  and  a  kins^ 
to  rule  us.  The  man  that  hears  Chrift's  voice,  goes  in* 
heartily  with  the  gofpel  method  of  falvation,  acqaiefces 
in  that  noble  contrivance  of  grjce,  is  wcill  content  to 
be  juftified  by  Chrift's  rightcoufnefs,  to  be  taught  at 
Chri(l*s  fchool,  anH  governed  by  his  laws. 

II.  The /fcond  thing  to  be  difcouifed  is,  Thnt  there 
arc  fome  fpecial  feafons  for  hearing  Chrift's  voice,  that 
Ihould  1)e  carefully  improven  ;  and  what  thefe  are. 
There  are  fome  advantageous  opportune  fv^afons  of 
grace,  wherein  God  is  ready  to  receive  and  entertain 
us,  which  are  called  in  fcripture  "  an  accepted  time, 
and  day  of  falvation,"  2  Cor.  vi.  2.  an  accepted  time, 
i.  c.  jA  time  well  pleafinjj;  to  God.  y^  day  o//a/vathn, 
i.  c^  a  day  wherein  the  improvers' of  it  may  get  falva- 
tion  begun  in  pardoning  and  fanOifying  grace ;  and 
eternal  falvation  completed  in  heaven,  made  fure  to 
them.  Now  fuch  times  and  feafons  ihould  be  carefully 
managed,  that  they  be  not  loft,  as,  alas  !  they  are  too 
many.    I  (hall  mention  fome  of  thefe  feafons* 

I.  Thepre/ent  timey  when  you  have  the  gofpel  ordi-* 
nancesj  and  health  and  ftrength  to  attend  them  :  That 
is  a  feafon  carefully  to  be  improven ;  and  hence  the 
Spirit  of  God  faith  fo  frequently,  yea,  no  lefs  than 
three  times  in  this  3d  chapter  of  the  cpiftle  to  the  He- 
brews, ^O'day^  to-daVf  to  day^  God  cries  to  you,  To  day 
hear  my  voice ;  but  Utan  fays  to  you,  To  morroiv^  is  time 
enough.  But  furely,  God's  feafon  is  the  beft.  6  fin,- 
ner  !  to-day  thou  art  in  health,  to-morrow  thou  mayell 
be  in  ficknefs  :  To  day  thou  art  livings  to-morrow 
rfiou  mayeft  be  dying  i  To-day  thou  art  on  eartli, 
to  morrow  thou  mayeft  be  in  hell  :  To  day  Chrift 
18  fmiling  and  inviting  you  to  come  unto  him,  but 
tomorroJir  he  may  be  frowning,  and  fentencmg  you 
to  depart  from  hi n>,  never  to  return  again.  And 
(hould  not  the  prefent  time,  then,  when  you  enjoy  or- 
dinances, and  health  to  attend  them,  be  duly  impro- 
Tcn  ? 

II.  The  time  cf  youth  is  a  fpecial  feafon  of  grace, 
^cl.  xii.  !•  **  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days 

of 
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of  thy  yoodi  -y*^  O  foong  folk^  this  n  an  accepted  time, 
and  a  day  of  fahration :  It  if  a  moft  advamagcottf  op- 
portnoity  for  hearkening  to  Chriffi  voice  \  for,  i^  NiAr 
the  heart  is  more  tender,  and  the  will  move  pihble.  than 
afterwards  :  Now  the  haul  is  focmer  affeded  and  meked 
for  fin,  than  afterwards ;  for  old  age  turns  ftiff  and  inlei* 
ible.  The  branches  of  a  young  tree  will  bow,  and  ttun 
op  any  way,  but  when  old,  they  will  not  nly.     a.  Now 
you  ^a▼e  not  fuch  fins  to  burden  the  oonunence,  harden 
the  heart,  and  hinder  you  from  coming  to  Chriftf  at 
yon  will  have  afterwards.     3.  Now  your  minds  and 
thoughts  are  more  free  of  cares  and  anxieties  about 
the  world,  than  they  will  be  afterwards :  and  fo  more 
fit  for  clofing  and  tranfafting  with  Chrift  in  the  gofpeL 
4;  It  is  a  feafon  that  God  efpecially  regards*     iit^, 
der  the  law,  be  required  the  firft  fruiu  as  his  portionf 
aird  would  have  all  the  facrifices  that  were  ottined  ta 
himi  to  be  young,  and  in  their  ftrength,*  Exod.  xxiiL 
19.    Lev.  ii.  14.      And  ftill  he  loves  the  feafon  of 
youth,  and  remembers  the  kindnefe  of  youth  long  af* 
terward,  £ccl.  zii.  1.  Jer.  ii.  2,  3.     The  niQuming, 
praying,  and  praifing  of  young  folk,  is  the  moft  melo- 
dious mufic  in  God's  ears :  Wherefore,  let  the  precis 
oos  feafon  of  youth  be  diligently  improven.     Are  there 
not  feme  young  communicants  here  ?  O  \  improve  this 
day  of  falvation,  a  time  of  youth  is  the  moil  ufual  fea* 
fon  of  converfion,  and  acquaintance  with  Chrift*    If 
you  look  through  the  land,  among  the  people  of  God, 
you  will  pcthaps  find  fcarce  one  of  a  hundred,  but  will 
date  his  converfion,  and  firft  clofing  with  Chrift,  from 
the  tin^^e  of  youth.     If  a  tree  do  not  bud  or  blofibm^ 
when'  ycung,  it  is  a  fign  that  it  is  barren,  and  will  not 
bear  at  all  afterwards.     O  then  !  now  in  the  days  of 
youth  lay  a  fure  foundation*  ftone  ;  take  heed  to  your 
firft  communicating  \  ftrive  for  heart  fincerity  in  hear- 
ing Chiift's  voice,  clofing  with  the  gofpel  offer,  and  co- 
venanting  with  God. 

111.  A  feafon  when  people  enjoy  plenty  and  purity 
of  gofpel  ordinances  with  peace  and  fafcty,  ought  care- 
fully to  be  improven.  And  now  ye  have  fuch  a  feafon, 
you  have  plenty  of  minifters,  plenty  of  fcrmons,  facra* 
a;ent9,  fvlcmn  calls,  free  oflcr$,  faitliful  warnings*  ear- 

neft 
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neft  intreatiedf  and  powerful  perfuafionsi  and  none  to 
make  you  afraid.  It  is  prophefied  of  the  gofpel  dmes, 
PfaL  Ixviii.  11.  That  *•  the  Lord  fliall  give  the  word, 
and  great  (hall  be  the  company  of  them  that  publifh  it«*' 
Now  you  have  many  fiithful  labourers  \  in  every  pa- 
ri(h  you  have  fuch  as  publiRi  the  word,  and  preach  the 
glad  tidings  of  reconciliation  :  Many  a  time  have  you 
Chrift  crucified  ftt  forth  before  your  eyes  in  the  Lord's 
fupper  \  and  again,  the  Lord  is  to  give  you  in  this  place 
a  new  occafion  for  it.  Theie  are  precious  feafons, 
which  ouf  fathers  fometimes  would  have  prized  at  a 
high  rate ;  when  they  were  put  to  feck  their  fpirttual 
bread  with  the  peril  of  their  lives^  *'  becaufe  of  the 
fword  in  the  wildernefs."  The  Lord  hath  made  his 
arm  bare  in  behalf  of  the  gofpel :  He  hath  difabled  ita 
enemieSi  fettled  the  ark  in  its  place,  and  illU  continues 
plenty  of  pure  ordinances,  maugre  all  the  contrivances 
and  attempts  of  enemies  for  their  oppreflion.  O  !  for 
hearts  to  value  and  improve  fuch  precious  opportuni- 
tics. 

IV.  A  time  when  God  gives  a  people  providential 
warnings,  to  awaken  and  excite  them  to  attend  his 
w<^d  and  ordinances,  is  a  feafon  to  be  improven.  God 
hath  oft  threatened  us  with  a  bloody  fword ;  and  now 
he  is  threatening  us  with  the  approaching  of  the  peRi- 
lence  \  that  wafting  ftroke  that  bys  heaps  upon  heapa^ 
makes  death  to  ride  in  triumph  thro'  the  (Ireets.  Ma- 
ny warnings  of  approaching  judgments  have  we  former- 
ly mifimproven  \  and  therefore,  God  may  come  upon 
us  unawares,  and  furprife  us  with  his  judgments  with- 
out warning.  Well,  while  God  is  taking  pains  on  us^ 
and  giving  us  warning  at  a  diftance,  let  us  improve  the 

.  feafon,  by  hearkening  to  Chrilt's  voice  in  the  gofpel. 
**  Let  us  be  moved  with  fear,  (like  Noah)  and  provide 
an  ark  for  the  faving  of  our  fouls,"  before  the  ilood  of 
wrath  approach.  Nay,  bkfTed  be  God,  the  ark  is  pre- 
pared to  our  hand,  and  there  is  a  window  opened  in 
the  fide  thereof  for  our  entrance :  let  us  take  the  wings 
of  faithy  and  fly  thither  without  delay. 

V.  A  time  when  the  inward  workings  of  the  Spirit 
on  the  confciencci  concur  with  the  external  difpenfa- 

tion 
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tier:  f  f  uic  vori  £r.d  ;'z£rz.^3r:i:?^  «  %  fgneal  IcaioQ  to 
bt  iirpcTfx.  I:  is  lE^ex,  iLi:  a  great  and  eflcSoal 
<?ccr  :•  o-prr*?'£  bctb  -o  rr^ViCTs  a&i  people.  '  P,^lia4. 
th:s  coLi  v^erzt^  :»  Lioi  az  EpritfoSt  aacnogft  manj  ad- 
Tcrurlf^,  I  Cor.  xi^  9.  GL  if  it  vcxe  fo  with  11%  we 
nctdtd  set  fear  all  dut  zdxMiiitics  caa  do  againft  die 
f  cfpr!.  B-.;t  we  Lave  k  to  rcgrrt*  that  thou^  God 
h^rh  cutwar;!l]Lieflruced  adTcrianes,  yet  a  **  great  and 
cff'.dual  doot^  u  no:  o^aed  to  as :  Still  die  door  b 
Itrkit  both  for  xsinifiCTS  and  people :  God's  Spirit  is 
greedy  reftraiDed  ia  cur  d^y.  If  it  be  afkcd.  When  b 
it  that  a  wide  or  eocclDal  door  is  opened  ?  jitif.  It  b 
cs!y  when  the  Spirit  of  God  is  poured  oat  in  a  plead- 
fol  way,  bcth  on  oiinifters  ar.d  people.  When  God'i 
Spirit  was  thus  poured  out  after  Chri{l*8  afcenfion,  diea 
both  the  graces  and  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  were  cooi* 
municatcd  in  a  plentiful  meafure.  Then  minifters  bad 
great  light  of  knowledge  and  underftanding,  as  well  al 
the  heat  of  zeal  and  love.  It  was  eafy  for  them  to  flto- 
dy  and  preach,  they  had  clear  uptakings  of  the  matters 
of  Cody  and  a  great  readmefs  and  liberty  of  exprelBon. 
Their  hearts  were  enlarged,  their  minds  enlightenedi 
their  memories  were  ftrengthened,  and  they  had  a  door 
of  utterance  opened,  i.  e.  a  great  facility  in  declaring  of 
tlieir  minds ;  they  were  no  way  ftraitcncd  for  proper 
matter  or  fit  words ;  their  hearts  indited  godly  thin^ 
and  their  tongues  were  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer^ 
Thus  it  ib  ftill,  when  the  fpirit  of  God  is  remarkablf 
poured  out :  then  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  both 
pleafant  and  powerful  ^  miniilers  hearts  are  warmed,  and 
peoples  hearts  are  melted  ;  miniilers  mouths  are  opened, 
uiid  peoples  appetites  enlarged.  There  is  fuch  a  thing 
as  tlic  Spirit  of  God  his  ftriving  with  the  hearty  and 
tonfcicnccs  of  hearers,  in  and  by  the  word,  Gciu  vi.  3. 
And  when  he  thus  drives,  it  makes  an  effedtual  door, 
and  a  fpccial  feafon  of  falvation.  When  the  Spirit 
moves  the  waters  of  the  fanduary,  people  (hould  not 
negle£l  then  to  (lep  in,  and  be  healed  Take  heecl  you 
do  not  flight  the  drivings  of  God's  Spirit  with  you  in 
any  meafure,  Icll  you  provoke  God  to  pafs  fuch  a  dread- 
ful fcntcnce  againll  yoU|  as  tha(  Gen.  vi.  3.  ^'  My  fpi- 
rit 
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rit  fliall  no  longer  ftrive  with  you."  And  if  you  lofc 
the  precious  feafon  of  the  Spirit's  ftrivingy  you  perhaps 
will  never  recover  it  again. 

j^5^.  When  is  it  that  the  Spirit  of  God  fttives  with 
Gnners,  in  and  by  the  gofpel  ? 

Anf,  f  •  When  be  opens  the  eyes,  atid  gives  the  man 
a  difcovery  of  his  finful  and  miforable  (late  by  nature, 
and  of  the  evil,  heinoufnefs,  and  danger  of  his  Gns; 
and  fo  rivets  and  faftens  coiividion  on  the  heart  and 
confcience,  that  the  arrows  of  tbe  threatenings  do  ftick, 
and  the  man  is  brought  to  thoughtfulnefs  and  anxiety 
about  his  future  ftate ;  and  hence  is  made  to  cry, 
"  What  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  V  O  !  that  is  a  feafon 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  improven. 

2.  The  Spirit  ftrivee,  by  making  a  man  wholly  dif- 
fatisfied  with  his  prefent  (late,  and  all  his  earthly  en^ 
joymentS)  as  long  as  he  is  in  the  dark  about  his  foul's 
(alvation.  Though  he  may  be  in  outward  profperity, 
he  fays,  «*  All  thefe  things  avail  me  nothing,"  while  I 
am  ready  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  wrath  of  God  for 
fin  ;  furely  there  is  no  living,  no  abiding  in  this  ftate 
I  am  in.  I  am  (hut  up  in  the  prifon  of  unbelief,  and 
the  houfe  is  all  on  fire  about  my  ears,  I  muft  break  the 
prifon,  and  make  my  efcape,  otherwife  I  am  undone  fot 
ever. 

3.  By  making  the  man  defpair  of  help  and  deliver- 
ance by  any  thing  in  himfelf.  Oh,  faith  he,  I  am  si 
poor,  miferable,  helplefs  creature  I  Neither  my  doings 
nor  fuffering,  can  free  me  from  wrath*  I  kilow  no 
courfe,  no  contrivance  of  my  own,  that  can  relieve  me^ 
My  relief  muft  certainly  come  from  another  airth ;  for 
I  can  never  work  it  for  myfelf. 

4*  By  humbling  the  man  to  the  duft  for  Gn,  particu* 
larly  for  mifpending  time,  negledling  prayer,  mifira- 
proving  fermons,  profaning  fabbaths  and  facraments^ 
Sec.  O  !  fays  he,  is  there  any  creature  more  vile  than 
1  ?  Surely  there  is  no  toad  more  loathfome,  no  carrion 
more  offenfive,  no  puddle  more  unclean,  than  my  foul 
before  God.  Can  ever  the  arms  of  mercy  open  ro  em- 
brace, fuch  a  monfter  of  fin  as  I  nave  been  ?  This  is 
a  choice  feafon,  which  (hould  be  well  improven. 

Vol.111*  A  a  5.  Bf 
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5.  By  iHTinf^  fome  lif^ht  into  the  nmlerftaiidtngy 
cerning  thr  remedy  provided  for  loft  finnert*  The 
foul  begins,  by  the  uoTd.to  difcover  (bmethiiig  of  tlie 
folnefs  and  abii*rT  of  Chrift,  is  a  Saviours  fothat  it  is 
made  to  think  there  ib  hr'pe  in  Ifrad  coocemiiig  tUs 
matter  :  Aly  cafe,  fays  the  finner,  is  not  fo  bad  at  the 
devilf,  for  whom  no  remedy  was  ever  provided. 

6.  By  working  fome  purpofcrs  and  inclinatioiit  in  the 
vill  toward  the  offered  remedy  ;  fo  that  the  foul  maka 
it6  aims  at  Chrift  :  Yea,  i^  content  to  take  any  ooorfe 
for  an  intereft  in  him.  And  therefore  fays  oft  widi 
Fitul,  ASti^  ix.  6.  **  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do  ?**  What  method  (hall  I  take  to  <'  be  found  in  Chrifti 
not  having  my  own  righteoufnefs  ?*' 

7.  By  determining  the  foul  to  a  confictenrious  and 
diligtnt  ufe  of  the  means,  for  getting  Chrift,  and  falra- 
tion  through  him. 

8.  By  making  a  ftir  and  commotion  among  the  at 
fedions,  and  exciting  earned  and  paffionate  defires  after 
Chrift  and  falvation  through  him  :  So  that  the  foal  il 
made  to  fay,  **  O  that  I  knew  >^'hcre  I  might  6nd  him  I 
O  !  uhen  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?*'  I  uUl  fpare  no 
pains  to  get  a  meeting  with  him,  1  will  feek  him  tW 
the  (Ireets  and  broad  ways,  and  ali  the  lanes  of  the  dtfj 
crying,  "  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  lovcth  ?" 

Now,  when  the  Spirit  ftrives  with  any  of  you,  in  any 
meafure,  it  is  a  precious  feafon  of  grace,  that  (hould  be 
carefully  obferved  and  improvefl. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  my  general  method,  is,  to 
fiiew  how  thefe  feafons  of  grace  ought  to  be  improven 
by  us. 

I*  By  highly  valuing  and  admiring  the  diilinguiihhig 
goodnefb  of  God,  in  affording  us  fuch  days  of  grace 
;iind  falvation.  He  deals  not  fo  with  other  nations : 
Jews,  Pagims,  Mahometans,  and  Papifts,  have  not  the 
gofpel  light  and  offers  of.  grace  which  you  have.  Be 
thankful  to  God,  efpecially  you  that  have  more  fpectal 
and  remark  :ble  feafons  beyond  others  :  You  that  have 
kealth  and  ftren^th,  and  youth  on  your  fide  ;  you  that 
have  the  Spirit  of  God  driving  with  you  in  the  ordi- 
nances, your  eyes  opened,  hearts  melted,  confciences 

awakened, 
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iwakened,  aflPeftions  moved  ;  O  blefs  God  for  his  dif- 
aaguifhing  mcrcies- 

7.  By  believing  firmly  what  Chrift  faith  to  yott  by 
kbe  word,  and*  attending  carefully  to  it.  Why  ?  It  is 
kbe  word  of  the  Kving  God,  more  true,  certain,  and  im- 
moveable, than  the  foundations  of  the  earth  :  Nay,  hea- 
ven and  earth  will  both  foonc^r  pafs  aw^ay^  than  one  jot 
or  cme  tittle  of  his  word  fall  to  the  ground.  Let  your 
ears  then  be  (lopped  againfl  all  the  call^  and  folicitations 
of  Gf»,  iatui,  and  the  world  j  and  open  only  to  preci- 
oas  Cbrifty  faying  with  the  Pfalmift,  **  I  will  hear  what 
God  the  Lord  will  fpcak/' 

3,  By  applying  cloftly  to  yourfelves  what  ChriR  faith, 
and  meditating  on  it  afterwards.  When  you  hear  any 
ftn  threatened  you  are  guilty  of,  or  any  duty  preffed 
that  you  negle£t ;  bring  thac  word  clofe  home  to  your 
hearts,  and  fay,  This  word  is  to  me,  let  me  not  forget 
it.  O  let  It  abide  with  me  when  I  go  home,  when  I 
eat  «ad  drink,  when  I  ly  down  and  rife  up,  when  I  go 
out  and  come  in.  Still  think,  you  hear  Chrift's  word 
founding  in  your  ears,  and  that  you  hear  him  crying, 
"  Awake  thou  that  fltrepeft,  arile  from  the  dead,  and 
Chrift  (hail  give  thee  light.'*  Open  the  door  of  thy 
heart,  and  let  me  in.  *•  Rife  up,  my  love,  my  fair  one, 
and  cotfnc  away."  Why  do  you  weary  my  paticrnce, 
and  let me  (land  fo  long  neglcded,  **  till  my  head  is 
wet  with  the  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the  drops  of  the 
night?" 

4^  By  labouring  to  give  ki^^dly  entettainment  to  the 
word,  and  the  motions  of  Chrift's  Spirit  on  thy  foul, 
prefently  ftriking  in  with  conviction,  fubmitting  to  re- 
proofs, and  hcatkcning  to  his  counfels,  faying  with  Sa- 
muel, **  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fcrvant  heareth."  Say 
not  to  the  Spirit's  motiv>ns  and  drivings  with  rhee,  as 
Felix  did  to  Paul,  **  Go  thy  way  for  this  time,  and 
when  I  have  a  convenient  feafon,  1  will  call  for  thee. 
No,  no,  but  forthwith  give  ear,  yield  and  comply  with 
the  Spirit's  ilrivings,  and  Chrift'*  voice  :  Be  content 
immediately  to  have  thy  fores  launced,  and  thy  wounds 
fearcned  to  the  bottom  j  and  when  conviction  and  foul- 
trouble  fpr  (in  is  begun,  go  not  to  llifle  or  quench  it, 
A  a  a  CT 
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or  (cA  haftSf  to  pluck  Ood*s  anows  oat  of  thj  coa« 
(cicDce;  bat  chcrifh  and  entertain  the  workofGod't 
SpiiiTf  by  meditating  on  thy  fin,  confidering  tbr  loft 
cftate  by  nature*  thy  ir.fufficiency  to  help  thyfdf»  to« 
gedier  with  the  cxceJiency  and  faiublenefs  of  die  reme- 
dy which  God  has  provided. 

5.  By  frcqoer.t  and  fervent  apptication  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  beggirg,  for  Chrift*s  fake,  that  God  may  both 
begin  and  fiui(h  his  work  in  the  foul.  Acknowledge 
that  vou  are  able  of  ycurfclves  to  do  nothing,  and  that 
it  is  Dy  his  grace  only  you  can  be  faved  ;  and  when  he 
begins  by  conviction,  be  thankful  to  him,  and  intreat, 
th^t  thefe  fparkf  j  kindled  by  the  breath  of  God;  may 
not  be  fmothered,  but  blown  up  into  1  flame :  And 
ft  ill  remember  that  the  work  is  God's,  though  it  be 
your  duty  to  be  cafting  on  fuel  by  prayer  and  medita- 
tion i  yet  the  fparks  that  kindle  the  fire  may  come  from 
God's  altar  \  die  breath  that  b!ows  it  comet  froAi  hea- 
ven. Pray  therefore,  that  the  fire  may  come  down, 
even  a  live  coal  from  the  altar,  and  that  heaven's  wind 
may  blow  on  thy  foul.  Cry  with  the  fpoufe,  **  A- 
wake,  O  north-  wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth,'  blow  upon 
my  garden,  that  tlie  fpices  thereof  may  flow  ont.^  Let 
the  north  winds  of  the  law  come,  and  convince,  and 
awaken ;  and  the  fouth  winds  of  the  gofpel  come,  and 
refrefl),  and  comfort.  Be  earneft,  O  convinced  finner, 
in  deprecating  God's  taking  away  his  Spirit  from  you ; 
make  it  a  part  of  your  daily  prayer,  to  cry  with  the 
Pfalmift,  Ffal.  li.  1 1.  "  Lord,  take  not  thy  holy  Spirit 
from  me/'  Lord  forbid  the  new  creature  be  itifled  in 
the  womb.  O  do  thou  quicken  and  prtfcrve  it.  Let 
thefe  convidlions  terminate  in  my  converfion  here,  and 
ifalvation  htreafter.  Lord,  thou  art  a  rock,  thy  woik 
is  perfc£l :  haft  thou  begun,  and  wilt  thou  not  alio 
make  an  end  ?  O  !  fuflfer  not  thefe  tender  fruits  to  be 
nipped  in  tht  butl,  or  blafted  in  the  bloiTom,  either  by 
fatan's  frolt-windf,  or  the  world's  chilling  blaftfi  :  But, 
O  !  prcferve  them  to  maturity,  to  the  praife  and  glory 
of  thy  grace. 

ly.    'f he  next  thing  is,   the  reafons  of  the   doc- 

trine  *, 
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'.ertne  :  why  we  fiiould  fo  carefully  improve  our  feafons 
.o£  grace. 

1.  BecaufeGod  looks  for  it,  and  experts  it  at  our 
hand.  When  God  plants  trees  in  his  vineyard,  waters 
and  takes  pains  on  them,  he  looks  for  fruit  from  them, 
Luke  xiii.  We  fee  what  the  Lord  fays  of  Judah,  Ifa, 
V.  I,  7.  *'  My  well-beloved  (i.  e.  Chrift)  hath  a  vine- 
yard (i.  c.  the  church  of  the  Jews)  in  a  very  fruitful 
fail! ;  (i.  e.  a  good  foil,  furnifhed  with  all  poflible  means 
to  make  it  fruitful  :)  And  he  fenced  it,  (i.  e.  protefted 
it  by' his  providence,  from  the  incurfion  of  enemies.)  he 
-gathered  out  the  (tones  thereof,  (i.  e.  removed  out  of  it 
whatever  was  noxious  or  hurtful,  perhaps  the  idol-god?, 
put  ihefeout  of  the  land)  he  planted  it  with  the  choiccft 
vine  :  (i.  e.  with  pure  ordinances,  and  inrtitutions  of 
worlhip,  good  government,  and  difcipline  ;)  He  built  n 
.  tower  in  the  midft  of  ir,  (i.  e.  for  its  defence,  Wt..  the 
ftrong  city  of  Jerufaiem  in  midft  of  the  land,  which  was 
built  as  a  city  compift  together,  whither  the  tribes  went 
up  for  worlhip.)  Alfo  he  made  a  wineprefs  therein; 
(!•  e«  the  temple  and  altar  continually  running  with  the 
blood  of  the  facrifices,)  Now,  after  all,  it  is'faid,  "  He 
looked  that  it  (hould  bring  forth  grapes,"  which  doth 
cot  import  th^t  God  was  uncertain  of  the  event ;  but 
denotes  what  is  juft  and  equal,  and  what  in  fuch  cafes 
ought  to  be.  Surely  a  vineyard,  fo  attended  and  fur- 
ni(hed,  ought  to  bring  forth  fruit,  anfwerable  to  all  the 
a£ls  of  God*8  care  and  grace  cowards  it. 

And  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  our  cafe,  God 
hath  been  at  fpecial  care  to  plant  a  vineyard  in  this 
land :  Wc  have  a  good  foil,  well  fenced,  the  ftones 
gathered  out,  idolatry  and  fuperftition  removed,  a 
choice  vine  planted,  pure  ordinances  fct  up,  enemies 
difabled  that  laid  it  waite.  •  God  has  built  towers,  and 
made  wine  prcfles  to  us,  viz.  the  facraments,  and  efpe- 
ciaily  the  Lord's  fupper,  where  the  blood  of  Chnft, 
our  great  facrifice,  doth  run  plentifully  to  us,  for  par- 
don, healing,  and  walhing.  Now,  doth  not  God  look 
for  grjpes  ^  Is  it  not  juft  that  we  (hould  bring  forth 
fruit,  anfwerable  to  all  chefe  privileges  ?  Alas  I  for  the 
aioft  part,  there  is  nothing  but  wild  grapes  whh  us ; 

little 
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little  fuitaUc  fruit  of  oar  foleiim  comnmntoo-da|i. 
Tou  may  fee,  what  is  the  rcfult  of  fruftratlng  the  H^ 
Vine  expectations,  Ifa.  v-  5,  6.  Nothing  but  blading, 
withering,  ruin,  and  defolation. 

2.  Becaufe  of  the  (liortnLfs  and  uncertaiaty  of  the 
feafon  of  (^rzce :  None  can  tell  1k>w  long  it  will  lalL 
You  cannot  pronufe  it  m  ill  continue  as  long  as  your  livei, 
(tho'  even  thefe  be  n>o(l  uncertain.)     No  ;  your  fpecbi 
feafcn  and  day  of  grace  may  end  this  very  dayt  or  at 
this  communion  occcafion,  though  you  (hould  happn 
to  live  many  yearii  after  this.     It  is  likely »  God  is  &yiog 
to  fome  hearinjr  me,  **  To  day  hearken  to  my  voice*  re- 
pent, and  clofe  with  Chrifl  my  Son,  or  be  hcnocfonh 
hardened  and  undone  for  ever."     O  finner,  this  nigkt 
thy  day  oi  grace  may  ccafe  -,  God  may  this  day  cavfe 
fome  of  your  hearts  to  warm  by  the  word,  others  to 
tremble,  others  to  mcurn,  others  to  purpofe  and  rclolTCt 
'^^elt,  if  you  do  not  lay  hold  on,  and  improve  this  £ev 
fon,  and  hearken  to  Chrift  s  voice,  you  may  never  gtt 
the  iike  occaHon  again ;  nay,  even  though  you  flioold 
wilh  for  it.     Chriil  faith,  Luke  xvii.  22.  "  The  time 
{ball  come,  when  you  (liall  defire  to  fee  one  of  the  days 
of  the  Son  of  man,  and  (hall  not  fee  it."     This  maybe 
one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man  to  you  ;  for  now 
Chrift  is  cffcring  himfelf,  and  prtffing  f^lvation  on  you» 
and  ftriving  by  bis  Spirit  (I  hope)   with  fome  of  you. 
Well,  if  you  ncgk  £1  to  c  pen  ycur  hearts  to  Chriil  this  dayi 
Ccd  n.ay  fct  a  leal  on  them  to-morrow,  that  they  (haJi 
never  be  cpened.    You  may  aftcrwarus  defire  anctber  of 
futh  daysab  tins  ;  ycu  may  with  for  one  of  the  offers  of 
that  Saviour,  ior  one  dr<  p  of  that  blood  you  flighted,  for 
one  knock  cf  his  Spirit  aC  ihe  door  of  your  heart,  which 
forn:erly  you  neglccUd  ;  for  one  ol  his  motions  or  ftnv* 
iitgs  wiili  you  i  oWkx  yet  it  ri  ay  never  be  granted.    With 
fome  the  day  ot  grace  is  loi;ger,  with  others  (horter  \ 
with  lome  it  tnUb  i:i  childhood,  with  others  it  ends  in 
youth ;  and  with  fome  tew  it  lads  to  old  age  :  But,  O 
finner !  thou  halt  no  realon  to  cxpcdl  the  contmuance 
of  It  a  monient  afttr  ihib  day. 

q.  Uccaulc  if  you  00  not  i.vprcve  your  day  of  grace, 
ycu  iofe  your  fouls.     You  n^ay  compare  the  text  with 
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▼erfe  nth  of  the  chapter-,  •*  becaufe  they  hardened 
their  hearts,  and  would  **  not  hear  his  voice,"  in  their 
day  of  grace,  it  is  fuhjoincd,  *^  I  fwarc  in  my  wrath, 
they  piail  not  enter  into  my  reft."  We  fee  the  fad  cafe 
Jerufalem  was  in  when  they  loft  their  day  of  grace, 
Lcke  xix.  4Tj  42-  "  When  he  was  near,  he  beheld  the 
city,  and  wept  over  it,  fay'ng,  If  tbou  hadft  known, 
even  thou,  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  be- 
long unto  thy  p)cace  ;  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes.'*  Here  it  is  faid,  **  Chhft  wept,"  (orig.  Eclaufe) 
which  denotes  a  weeping  with  lamentation.  **  He  wept 
bitterly.'*  to  let  you  all  know  what  a  fad  and  deplora  »le 
thing  it  is,  for  a  people,  city,  or  perfon,  to  lofc  their  day 
rf  grace.  The  words  he  f  enks  are  uttered  in  a  weep- 
ing ftrain.  Abrupt  expreflions  come  now  and  then 
from  his  mouth ;  he  drops  now  a  word,  and  then  a 
tear  ;  he  would  fpeak,  but  his  weeping  ftops  his  voicc^ 
*•  If  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou."  Thou  is  redupli- 
cate, or  twice  expreft,  "  Thou  even  thou."  As  if  he 
had  faid,  Thoa  ancient  city,  the  city  of  David,  thou  feat 
of  the  temple,  and  of  the  facrifices  ;  *'  O  if  thou  hadft 
known."  Then  he  adds,  "  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day.** 
They  had  enjoyed  many  Itffcr  days  of  grace,  when  they, 
had  faithful  prophets  dealing  with  them ;  thefe  they 
perfecuted  and  defpifed,  and  fo  loft  thefe  days :  But 
thefe  were  but  iefler  days,  which  did  not  finally  deter- 
mine the  ftate  of  that  city ;  for  they  were  to  have  ano- 
ther day,  which  is  here  called,  "  this  their  day,"  i.  e. 
the  day  wherein  the  Son  of  God  was  to  come  among 
them,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  them,  *•  three  years  and 
a  half :"  That  was  a  fpecial  day  of  grace,  and  the  day 
that  determined  their  Itate  5  for  fmcc  thty  did  not  im- 
prove it,  **  the  things  of  their  peace  were  hid  from  their 
eyes.**  God  wouid  deal  no  more  with  them,  but  left 
them  to  deftrudtion,  O  finner !  O  communicants  ! 
fo  will  it  fare  with  you,  if  you  let  your  day  of  grace  go 
over :  Ni^ht  will  come  on,  wherein  none  can  work, 
you  will  itumble  in  the  dark,  and  fall  headlong  into  the 
pit  for  ever. 

4.    Becaufe  God  keeps  a  ftri£l  account    of  every 
hour  and  minute  of  your  day  of  grace^  that  you  cride 
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away ;  for  he  reckons  it  very  precioas,  whatever  yos 
think  of  it.    When  God  lights  the  candle  of  tbegofpc^ 
he  experts  you  fliould  work  by  it ;  and  he  will  not  fuSor 
this  precious  candle  to  bcm  without  obfervation;  qayi  he 
counts  every  hour  and  minute  it  burnsi  and  erery  hoar 
and  minute  his  Spirit  drives,  and  will  make  youreckop 
for  them  at  lad.     God  takes  not  fuch  dri£k  notice  of 
times  of  darknefs  and   ignorance ;    for  it  is  did,  he 
winks  at  finners  living  under  the'n,  Afts  xviL  Jo;  i.  c. 
He  doth  not  fo  narrowly  mark  their  diligence  %   bnt 
when  he  fends  times  of  light,  and  of  his  Spirit's  ftriving 
with  finners,  he  will  not  wink  at  one  hour  or  minntei 
but  exaftly  fet  down  every  fermon  you  hear,  ever j  com^ 
munion  you  fee,  every  call,  every  in  treaty,  every  threjiC' 
ning,  everv  reproof,  every  convitlion  and  warning  yoo 
get,  whether  by  ordinances  or  providenceSj  whedher 
by  confcience  or  by  his  Spirit.    And,  O  !  what  a  dread- 
ful libel  will  thefe  make  up  againd  you  at  the  great 
day,  if  you  neglecl  your  day  of  grace. 

V,    APPLICATION. 

Ufe  I.  For  information.  We  may  hence  fee,  that  it 
is  not  the  bare  enjoyment  of  the  gofpel,  and  comma* 
nion  feafons  that  will  make  us  happy,  but  the  right 
improvement  of  the  day  of  grace,  which  we  enjoy 
therein 

Ufe  IT.  For  lamentation.  We  may  hence  take  occa* 
fion  to  bewail  the  fad  cafe  of  m  ;ny  that  neglecl  and 
lofe  the  day  of  their  merciful  vifitation.  It  is  faid.  Jet. 
viii.  7.  •*  The  dcrk  knoweth  her  appointed  times,  ftc 
turtle,  the  crane,  and  the  fwallow,  obferve  the  time  of 
their  con^iing,"  &c.  And  we  -ate  bid  go  learn  of  the 
ant,  Prov.  vi.  6.  •*  that  provides  her  meat  in  fummer, 
and  gathers  her  food  in  harvclt,"  while  the  weather  is 
good  and  dry,  and  food  may  be  had.  So  that  we  fee 
the  brutes  and  filly  infcfts  obferve  their  feafons.  But/ 
alas  !  many  men  negl.cl  and  forget  theirs >  they  let 
their  fu'*imtrr  and  h.irvcd-day-  pafs,  without  making  any 
provifion  for  eternity.  Oh  !  how  many  among  us  may 
tak:  up  that  fad  lamer.tation,  Jer.  viii.  20.    "Our  har- 
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reft  is  ]^»  our  fiiuuner  is  ended)  and  we  are  not  fav« 
5d  1*  O  diat  we  could  weep  oirer  auny>  as  Chrift  did 
)ver  Jenifateiiii  for  lofing  their  day  of  gKace ! 

j^^.  Vniaaie  thefe  that  thoa  lofe  their  day  o( 
jlpftce? 

^ly:  It  is  hard  to  be  very  paj^icular  on  this  head  ; 
IfliaU  only^giire  fome  general  charaflers  o£  (uch  per- 

I ..  Thofe  who  have  fat  many  years  under  pure  and 

Kwerfal  ordinances^  and  were  never  afFedied  thereby ; 
t  flill  remain  dead  and  hardened  nnder  the  moft  a- 
v^ehi|ig  calls  and  plsdneft  reproofs^  Thefe  feem  to 
IftB  giveti  over  to  ruin,  Prov.  xxix*  i.  <<  He  that  being 
o&en  reproved)  hardeneth  his  neck,  (hall  be  fuddenly 
dtftfoyed)  and  that  without  remedy.*' 

2*  Thefe  who  have  had  many  fecret  motions  and  ope- 
i^tions  of  die  Spirit  on  their  fouls,  to  no  effe£l ;  many 
ptttrpofes  and  refolutions  to  good*  and  all  evanifhed  % 
many  of  the  Spirit's  ftrivingS)  and  all  refifted  :  Thefe 
arc  Hkely  to  be  given  over,  Ezek.  xxiv.  13.  "  Becaufe 
1  I^ve  purged  tnee,  and  thou  waft  not  purged,  thoa 
fiialt  not  be  purged  from  thy  filthinefs  any  more,  till 
I  have  caufcd  my  fury  to  reft  upon  thee."  When  God's 
$pirit  offered  to  clcanfe  that  people  from  their  fin,  they, 
Jike  Lot's  wife,  ft  HI  hankered  after  it^  and  would  not 
part  therewith. 

3*  Thofe  who  have  greatly  grieved  the  Spirit  of  God, 
by  venturing  on  (in  againft  the  light  of  their  con- 
fcienceS)  and  the  Spirit's  motions,  and  fo  are  turned 
wilful  and  refohite  in  finning  v  fuch  have  the  fymptoms 
of  rejedion,  Hof.  iv.  17.  "  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols, 
let  hutt  alone." 

4.  Thofe  who  are  fo  forward  and  bent  upon  a  finful 
courfe,  that  they  can  endure  no  reproof  or  controul 
therein,  but  hate  them  in  their  hearts,  who  feek  to  re- 
claim diem :  Thofe  have  the  fymptoms  of  ruin  upon 
them,  Prov*  xv.  10.  Amos  v.  io« 

5.  When  perfons  are  fo  far  hardened  in  Qn,  that 
God  ccafeth  to  be  a  reprover  to  them,  and  ftrikes  their 
confciences  fo  dumb  and  fenfelefs^  that  they  do  not  ac- 
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Ezrfc.  ill    26.    Hof.  !▼,  17.  '\  :' 

6.  When  rq^entancc  is  hid  from  peepM  e?tt,"fi| 
tha*  the?  are  not  zfkStcd  with  the  Tirw  of  dieir  Am^ 
when  they  are  laid  before  them  ;  no  difpetifatioD'  rf 
providence,  no  token  of  God's  anger,  neidier  ^uig' 
meiTts  ncr  mercies,  rods  nor  threatentngs ;  "Mf,  the 
fl  mcs  of  h"!!  flafhed  in  the  (inner's  fice»  do  not  bred 
any  remorfe  in  their  confciences,  nor  relenting  in  Arir 
henrtfr  for  fin  :  When  people  arrive  at  this  height,  it  ii 
a  fad  fgn  that  they  are  giren  up  to  wrath,  Ifa.  xlii.  f ;. 

III.  Next  ufe  (hilt  be  of  examinatitm  O  try,  if  ye 
have  improven  your  day  of  grace,  fo  as  to  hcaffceil'  Id 
CKrift's  voice,  and  comply  with  his  gracious  pffiirs/0 
comn.unicants,  it  is  hi^ly  your  intereft  to'know  'thiif 
that  yon  may  come  with  chearfolnefs,  and  feaft  widi 
your  Redeemer  at  his  table.  Now  try  it  by  thefe  matitt^ 

f .  Had  you  never  the  experience  of  Chrift's  Spirith 
work  in  opening  your  ear^  and  inclining  your  heart  H^ 
clofe  with  his  offers  in  the  gofpel  ?  Do  you  experimedf 
tally  know  the  heinoufnefs  and  multitude  of  your  (ins? 
Do  you  know  fomething  of  the  terriblenefs  of  GoA 
wrath  due  to  you  for  thefe  fms>  Have  you  feen  your 
foul's  need  of  Chriil,  as  a  man,  purfued  for  his  fifei 
feeth  his  need  of  a  city  or  refuge  ?  Have  you  fccn 
yourfclvcs  loft  and  dead  men,  if  you  get  not  into 
Chrift  ?  Have  you  felt  ardent  defires  after  Cbrift,  and 
been  made  to  fay,  **  Give  us  Chrift,  or  elfe  we  die  ?* 
Have  you  been  content  to  take  this  lovely  Saviour  on 
any  terms,  to  part  with  M  for  xK\%  pearl  of  prke^  and  to 
count  all  but  iqfs  atid  dung^  to  be  found  iii  him; 

2.  Can  you  fay,  that  Chrift's  word  and  otdinaneei 
where  you  (u^  heard  his  voice  fpeaking  to  you<  aie 
ilill  precious  and  lovely  to  you  for  his  fake  ?  And  hence 
ycu  arc  made  fometimes  to  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmift, 
rial.  Ixxxiv.  I,  a.  "  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 
<)  Lord  of  hofts  !  My  heart  and  my  fiefti  crieth  out  for 
the  living  God.**  8weet  fermons,  fwtet  communion- 
davs,  lovely  occaflons,  when  the  bridegrooin's  voice  is 
to  DC  heard. 

3.  Are  you  filled  witli  low  thoughts  of  youvfcWes, 

and 
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in4^.70iiif  ownidobgs  and  performances^ .  and  with 
iigb  thoughts  of  Chriit  and  his  righteoufnefs^!  An4  dp 
fou  turn  out  aU^Chrid^  riTals  out  of  .your  hearts^  and 
l^f rvalue- ihe  ^prld  and.all  thing^^in  Jt  befides  jiim, 
f^\%^^xh^^^d/t^^mi^gX^nX\^0}kbl3aA^  and  fairer 
jiwithefoi^.of flaen"         ;    . 

.  ^4*  .  Po  ^yoi^:  &iid  a  great  alteration^  and  gracious 
;hai9ge^ofi ,  your,  fouls,  fmce  thp  time  70U  ^heard  )iis 
rcuee  I  Doth  Chriit  fit  as  a  re&ier  with  you^.f^hapging 
)Otii  hieart;,andlife  to.tjie  better?.  Arc  old.  thhi^s .pa/i 
Kv^rQld^lttfti)  old  thiqughjt$»olddeCres,  old  cyiiloms, 
lid  way^f  And  are  all  things  with  you  becpflie  new  ? 
Cou  that, formerly  fet  light  by  Chrift  and  his,  voice, 
lad  adfpired  the  world  and  its  fluttering  pleafures^ ,  ami 
"aid  of  Qhrifty  ^  What  is  thy  beloved  more  tha;a  ano- 
ikpf-  beloved  i*^  Do  you  now  value  him,  icek  i?«arDefs 
:o>him  in  dutiesj  enquire  for  hiin  in.  ordinap^es,  yea, 
meditate  dn. him  in  the  night- watches,  and,  wjien  ye  a- 
vake^  do  you  find,  your  hearts  with  him  ?  A;id  is  fin^ 
that  difpleafpth  him,  ydur  grcateft  terror  ?  Tluan  fu.rely 
you  are  aniong  that  bled  company  that  haye  hes^rd  your 
[Redeemer's  voice  in  your  day  of  grace,  and  you  may 
W»e  with  joy  to  his  table. 

,IV-.  Ufe  of  exhortation^  And  here  I  exhort  you,  ally, 
in  the  name  of  Chrid^  to  improve  your  feafon  of  grace. 
":Today^  whik  it  is  called  today,  O  hear  his  voice  j" 
and  to-  morrow,  when  he  invites,  O  come  ut^o  his  ia« 
ble.  Hearers  of  the  gofpel,  "  This  is  now  the  accept- 
ed time,,  ihis  is  the  day  p£  falvation."  What  do  you 
refolve  io  do?  Chrift  is  now  come  to  cry  and  lift  up. 
his  voice  to  this  whole  congregation,  to  try.  you.  once 
QKHT^riCyou  will  hear  his  voice,  before,  ypur  day  of 
grace  end*.  Well^  his  voice  is. to  yoa  all, .  I  know  none 
i9JF.y0u.e¥dlttded«  if  you  do  not  exclude  yourfelvqs. 
;  1-  O  carnal,  caithiy- minded  foul,  that  h^s  been  a 
dr4idge  to  the  worldj^^anda,  itranger  to.  Chcii].  all  thy 
day  8y,  bis  voice  is  to  you  this  day:  O  come  hear  his 
voice,  and  clofe  a  bargain  with, him,  it  will  be.  the  beft 
bargain  ever  you  made. 

2.  O  profane  fumer,  drunkard,  fweareri  liar,  fah- 
ha^'b(eakerj  whoremonger,   linner  as  black  as  hell,. 
JB  X  he^arkerK 
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hearken  to  Oirift's  mce  thit  day,  aad  tmait  ud  be 
faTcd  from  thy  Gns :  Why  will  you  ftop  your  ean^  nl 
chofe  to  die  in  your  fms  ? 

3.  O  hard  keartcd  fiimer,  that  never  waft  afiAed 
all  thy  life  for  the  finfalncls  and  aiifery  of  ihy  natvnl 
cftate,  that  nerer  had  a  fore  heart  for  ofienduig  God, 
that  nerer  zncunied  for  one  f.n,  Chrift^  Toioc  ia  "diis 
day  to  thee,  Ifa.  x!vt.  12.  **  Hearken  wito  mc,  fc 
ftout  heaned,  that  are  far  from  righteaufoeA*'' 

4^  O  prayerlcfs  finner,  that  never  bowed  a  knee  in 
fecret,  to  ay  for  pardon  of  fin,  and  an  rntcreft  in  fe- 
fus  Chiift,  to  fave  thee  from  the  wrath  to  oome,  laid 
your  ear  tliis  day,  and  hearken  to  Chrift's  fweet  Toice» 
while  he  calls,  *'  Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  foundi 
call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near/'  Ifa.  Iv.  6. 

5.  Condemned  rebels  in  the  hands  of  juftice,  fta* 
tenced  to  die,  and  ready  to  be  taken  ont  to  execution; 
O  hear  Chrift's  voice  this  day,  and  your  fouls  fliall  UfC. 

6.  Slaves  to  fin  and  fatan,  who  have  many  ttiiies 
heard  the  devifs  voice,  anfweted  his  calls,  and  compli- 
ed readily  with  his  temptations  \  will  you  hear  the  Re- 
deemer's voice  for  once,  and  comply  with  his  counfcls 
before  it  be  too  late  ?  Why  will  ye  (hut  your  ear  i- 
gaioft  the  lovely  Saviour,  and  obey  the  voice  of  youf 
loul-deftroyer  ^ 

7.  Obftinate  finner,  that  could  never  lutherto,  either 
by  the  word  or  the  rod,  by  minifters  or  providenceSf 
be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  one  of  all  thy  fins,  O  be 
perfuaded  to  hear  Cfaiiil's  voice  this  day,  and  no  loDg< 
er  harden  thy  hc'irt.  ^ 

8.  O  gofpel-ilighter,  that  has  many  a  day  refufed 
Chriil's  offers,  fpumed  againft  his  bowels,  trampled  on 
his  blood,  crucified  him  at  the  communion  table  :  O 
come,  hearken  this  day  to  his  voice,  and  he  will  let 
you  fee,  that  though  your  cafe  be  fad,  yet  it  is  notdef- 
perate  ;  for  he  hathjound  a  ranfom. 

9.  Hypocrites  and  formalifts,  that  have  had  a  mafk 
of  rebgion,  but  have  all  your  days  been  difiembling 
and  dealingr  deceitfully  with  God ;  come,  deal  inge- 
nuoufly  and  fincerely  with  him  for  once,^  and  hearken 

to 
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jtO'his  VQicei  ^gWe  'bim  yotir  keaUS)  as  vnVi  as  your  ottt« 
wafd  man*  -.• 

10.  Backfliders  and  covenant- breakers,  who  have 
broke  many  a  vow,  flightedmany  an  csgagement,  and 
finned  againft  many  a  refolution  rO  hear  Ghrift's  voice 
A!k  dary,  when  be  calls  to  you,  ^^  Turn,  ye  backflidtng 
,(d)ikirQB/':coine  to  me,  and  ^ <  1  will  heal  your  backilid- 
•tnjs,  and  iovc  you  freely." 

11.  Poor  .plagued  difeafed  fools,  who  are  groaning 
undd^  many  heart- plagues,  and  foul- diftrefiy?,*  fuch  as 
fttheifm,  pride,  hardnef^,  formality,  -&c.  come  hceriten 

^to  Chrift's  9oic«,  and  he  \oitil  be  your  Phyiician. 

.12.  Weary  and  heavy.  laden  (inners,  who  are  Itke 
to  fiidc  with  the  burden  of  your  tg4iilt,  come  hearken 
to  Chrift's  voice  this  day,  and  he  "  will  givexeft  to<your 
feute."    . 

13.  Purfued  (hclterlefs  fmners,  who  are  afraid  of  the 
aTcnger  of  blood,  hearken  to  Chrift's  voice,  and  %  to 
the  city  of  refuge.  Many  motives  and  arguments  might 
•I  u£e  with  you^  to  hear  the  voice  of  lovely  Jefus,  while 
he  calls  to  day. 

I.  Confider  how  earneft  Chrift  is  to  pcrfuade  you  to 
•hear  his  voice  ;  he  ilands  at  pur  doors,  and  knocks 
both  by  his  word  and  Spirit ;  yea,  he  waits  and  knocks 
after  many  repulfes  and  affronts,  and  promifea  that  all 
former  flights  and  refufals  ihall  be  forgiven,  «if  ye  will 
yet  hearken  and  clofe  with  him.  How  oft  doth  he  re- 
'peat  his  intreaties,  Luke  xiii.  34.  *^  How  oft  would  I 
liave  gathered  you  !"  Yea,  he  weeps  for  finners  obdi- 
nacy,  Luke  xix.  4  c .  Strange  !  Doth  he  gain  any  thing 
by  your -hearkening  to  his  voice  ?  What  means  this  ear* 
•neflnefs  ?  It  is  all,  O  finners,  on  your  ^account*  For 
(I.)  He  knows  better  than  any  the  worth  of  your  fouls, 
and  that  a  world  cannot  redeem  them  when  -lolL  (:%) 
He  kn^ws  well  the  miferable  ftate  of  youT^ouIs  with- 
out him ;  it  is  moft  fad  and  deplorable  at  -prefent,  and 
will  be  much  more  fo  thro'  endlefs  eternity:  For  if 
you  he^  not  Chrift's  roice,  yon  < will  die  in  your  Tins, 
and  be  tormented  in  them  foi*  ever.  (3.)  Cfarilt  is  fo 
eameft,  because  he 'knows  the  difiicult-y  of  winning 
fouis.     He  knows  fatan  has  great  power  and  intereit 

with 
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with  foul8»  to  blind,  harden^  and  delude  theni»  and  that 
it  is  not  eaiy  to  undeceive  them,  and  pull  tbem  oul;  of 
his  gnps  \  and  therefore  he  deals  and  ftitvea  fo  eanied* 
ly  with  Ibuls  to  gain  them. 

^I.  Tnke  a  ferious  view  of  the  ftate  of  your  fouls: 
While  you  (lop  your  ears  againft  Chrift's   charming 
voice;    it  U  inexpnfiibly  miferable.      For,   i.    Tovr 
fouls  are  deftitute  of  all  that  is  good,  Eph  ii.  la.  Tea 
are  as  poor  and  wretched  creatures  as  ever  God  fnade; 
you  are  without  life,  without  grace,    without  peace, 
without  pardon,  without  comfort,  without  rignteottf- 
nefs,    vtriti.out  ranfom,   without  tlie  favour  dF   God, 
without  the  lovely  image  of  God,  without  the  Spint  of 
God,  and  without  all  happincfs*  2.  Tour  fouls  are  in  d^ 
pofTeOion  of  Satan,  where  Chrifl;  is  (hut  out,  the  devil 
is  let  in  i  and  where  he  dwells,  there  he  hath  an  abfin 
lute  don.inion  :  he  ufes  all  the  faculties  of  the  fool  as 
his  tools  and  inftruments,  £ph.  ii.  2.    Oh  I  would  not 
any  man  reckon  it  an  unfpeakable  mifery,  to  be  in  a 
hcu{e  ibut  up  with  the  devil  ?  3.  Where  Chrift  is  (hot 
out,  the  plague  of  fin  doth  rage,  and  its  peftiiential 
marks  do  daily  appear  ;  what  madnefs  is  it  then  to  re* 
fnfe  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  this  bkifed  cleanfer  ^  4* 
The  fire  of  God's  wrath  is  kindled  there,  where  Chiift 
is  refufed  ^  and  what  didradion  is  it  to  (hut  out  Chrift, 
whofe  blood  only  can  quench  this  fire  ?    5.  If  you  do 
not  heaiken  to  Chrift,  you  have  no  way  to  prevent  eter* 
iial  deftrudlion ;  for  there  is  tio  advocate,  no  furety,  to 
interpofe  for  you,  if  he  be  refufed.    Surely,  the  thoughts 
of  appearing  before  an  angry  God  after  death,  muil  be 
terrible  to  a  Chrilllcfs  foul  j  "  For  who  can  dwell  with 
devouring  fire  ?  Who  can  abide  with  everlalling  burn- 
ings  V*  1  have  read  of  a  certain  king  of  Hungary,  who 
who  was  a  Chri(tian  ;  and  being  on  a  time  marvellous 
fad  and  heavy,  his  brother,  who  was  a  brifk  and  gal- 
lant man,  would  needs  know  what  ailed  him.     *'  Oh 
brother  (faith  he)  1  have  been  a  great  fmner  againft 
God,  and  I  know  not  how  1  (hall  appear  before  faioi, 
when  he  comes  to  judgment."    His  brother  angered, 
"  Thefe  are  but  melancholy  thoughts,"  and  fo  made 
light  of  them,  as  courtiers  uie  to  do.    The  king  replied 

nothing^ 
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tothitig  at^iet^ifne;  but  the  cuftom  of  Aat  country 
trasj  (the ^vefffmem  thereof  being  abfolute)  that  if 
the  execcrtioiter  founded  a  trumpet  before  aoy  n^an'^ 
door,  the  man  was  prefently  to  be  led  to  execution*' 
The  kingi  in  thenjead  time  of  the  night,  fent  his  exe- 
emionery  and  eaiifed  him  found  hiB  trumpet  >bf  fore  his 
iMrother's  door,  who,  hearing  and  feeing  the  meiTenger* 
of^  death,  ran  quickly,'  and  fprang  in  tremblings  into  his 
bpodierV  prefence,  falls  down  on^his  knees^  ^ind  bt» 
feeches  tfat  Jdng  to  let.  him  know  wherein  he  had  of- 
fended binu  -<•  O  brother,  (anfwiered  the  fcing)iyo«i 
aever  offeiidedme,  but  loved  me:  And  (fdd  he)  is  the 
fight  of- an  earthly  executioi^r  (b  terrible' to  thee)  .and 
fltali  not  I,  who  am  fo  great  a  finner,  fear  much  more 
tol^e  bright  to  the  judgment-feat  of  an  angry  .God  ?'' 
What  foul  can  think  on  this  without  terror,  that  J^ath 
not  hearkened  to  ChriiVs  voice  in  the  gofpel  f  .  ., 
.  in.  If  you- do  not  hearken  to  Chhft's  voice  ia  the 
gofpel,  it  had  been  bcrter  for  you  never  to  have  heard 
die  gofpel  at  all ;  for  your  guilt  is  dreadfully  aggcavat- 
ed  hePB^Yi  ^^^  1^^^  mifery  will  be  the  greater,  both 
here  and  hereafter*  We  may  gather  this  from  Rev.  vi, 
where,  after  the  white  hotfe^  (i.  e.-  Chrift  with:  the  gof« 
pel  oegledted)  comes  thu  red  horfe  of  war,  the  bhck  borft 
of  famine^  and  the  pile  horfe  ^f  peitilence.  Negiedbog 
to  hear  Chtifl:  in  the  gofpel,  uQiers  in  all  ootwviid.mi- 
feties like  a  flood,  Jer.  vi.  8.  "  Be  thou  inftruiaed,.0 
fesofalem;  left  my  foul  depart  fro^n  thee,  lefi)  I  «inake 
thecdefolateia-land  not  inhabited*"  Tl^ien  agacn^ihow 
fad  win  ydtir  cafe  be  at  a  tribuoai,  and  through  aU/eter- 
mty?<The  devils,  the.  Tiirfc;^  the  Heathens,  and  your 
ownconfciences,  will  bitteny  upbraid  you  in.  hell^ ^lor 
icfuling^to^'heir  Chrift's  voice  in  the  gofpd.  > 
'  iV^  Chrift  will  not  hear  your  crie^  to  the  tvrc^  of 
tK&ttf^  if  you  negle£);  his  voice  in  the  time  of  metcy, 
Prbv.  L  24y  25,  m6.'  Now  ChrilVs^- voice  is  Cw^'et,  aad 
&ti^:f)f  meocy  ;  butireaiember, 'XJ  gofpel* Highfters^diiB 
tinofc  is^ at  band,  whei^  yiAi^'wiirhear  VJhrift  ipeakirig  >in 
another  tone;  no  more  **  open:|:o  me,  and  hearken  to 
my  voice,*^  poor  foul :  but  >^  depart  from  me|  y^  -curf- 
cd,  iatocveriatling &e/'r&c*  k 

V.  This 
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V.  This  may  be  the  lad  fe a(bn  you  wiH  hear  Cbrtft^t 
voice  fpeaking  to  you  *,  this  may  be  the  Hift  corernak 
nion  and  the  lad  call  ihat  Chrift  intends  to  gm  yoo* 
This  may  be  the  lad  day  of  gracei  and  the  laft  tinie 
that  his  Spirit  will  drive  with  you.  If  yoo  flopi  fnxm 
cart  or  harden  your  heart  this  day,  there  may  £oUo» 
an  eternal  dead  filence^  and  God*8  Spirit  never  ftriie 
any  more  with  you»  and  fo  your  day  o£  grace  is  bfty 
and  your  foul  loft  for  ever.  O  young  ftdk,  ^vliat  bf 
ye  to  it  ?  A  feafon  of  youth  is  an  accepted  time,  and  a 
day  of  falvation :  for  the  Lord's  fake  do  not  Me  it. 
You  have  now  plenty  of  fermcms,  facraments,  aad  go(^ 
pel  offers ;  you  have  Chrift  crucified  fet  befbw  yotf 
eyes  to  afFeti  your  hearts,  and  bring  you  to  a  compH* 
ance  with  his  calls.  You  have  alfo  loud  warrnngtilns 
day  from  God's  providence^  and  (I  hope)  fome  oJF  yoa 
the  inward  workings  of  God's  Spirit  on  yotif  confci* 
ences,  concurring  with  thefe  outward  means.  Well| 
then,  give  kindly  cntertainn:^ent  to  Chrift's  voice  in  dn 
feafon  of  grace  $  while  he  yet  dands  befeechiDg  yoQ) 
come  hearken  to  his  voice,  and  accept  of  him  as  yotnr 
Surety  5  enter  into  covenant  with  him  this  nighty  and 
come  to  his  tablci  and  feal  it  to-  n*  orrow.  O  finneff 
turn  your  back  on  the  devil>  leave  your  fins,  and  dot 
your  courfe^  and  come  ayd  be  reconciled  to  God  thro 
this  peace- maker,  who  is  dandirg  waiting  tobeenk* 
ployed.  Well,  what  anfwer  fhall  I  carryback  to  mf 
Mader,  that  fcnt  me  to  deal  with  you  for  this  end  J 
Shall  I  go  and  complain  ?  ^^  Lord,  they  are  a  company 
of  obdinite  fmners  thou  fented  me  to ;  I  entreated 
them  to  hearken  to  thy  voice,  and  leave  their  fins ;  but 
there  was  no  concern,  no  fear,  no  fenfe  of  fin  among 
them.  Had  I  been  to  preach  to  beads,  docks  or  ftoneSf 
they  would  have  been  as  much  moved  as  they.  Alas! 
I  have  fpent  my  drength  in  vain,  my  voice  and  lungs 
for  nought ;  I  thought  thy  fweet  entreaties  and  charm* 
ing  voice  ^s'ould  have  melted  their  hearts ;  but  neither 
comforts  nor  terrors  had  any  effe£t. 

Or  (hall  I  have  ground  to  fay  ?  "  Lord,  I  have  offeiw 
ed  finncrs  a  Redeennrr,  and  entreated  them  to  clofe 
with  him.     Though  they  dood  long  out  againft  thy 

tbreatcningSy 
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tiMreateiiinfdi,  yet  when  they  heani  thy  entreaU€S|  their 
htarts  beean  to  relent,  fonoe  bej^an  to  fif^h,  ethefs  lo 
wvep,  othert  to'Ioog  after  Ghriil ;  and  I  hope  they 
are  gone  hoime  to  make  a  perfonal  coydnant  with  hiai 
this  ni^t,  and  fincerely  defign  to  return  and  feal  it  to- 
oiorrow.'^,  -God  grant  this  may  be  the  event.    Amen. 


SERMON    XVI. 

A  Sfrmon  after  the  CommuntM. 

The  Believer's  Dignity  in  being  an  heir  of  God* 

Gml.  £▼.  7«     Wberefire  thou  art  no  more  a  Jemant^  hnt  d 
fm :  and  if  ei  fifty  then  an  heir  of  Gott  through  Chrifl. 

IN  this  chafiter  the  apofUe  doth  hold  forth  the  happy 
ftate  of  belitving  Gentiles  under  New-Teftament 
times  i  that  it  is  ever-  preferable  to  that  of  the  belieying 
Jews  qnder  the  Old  Teftament.  The  Jewifii  church 
he  compares  to  %  child  in  minority,  that  is,  under  tur 
tors  apd  go? ernprs,  and  is  acquainted  only  with  the 
firft  rudiments  of  religion  \  and  likewife  to  the  ftate  o^ 
a  fcnraot,-  that  is  dill  k£pt  under  fui^edlion  and  bon« 
dage :  for  that  church  was  always  in  a  iervile  condi* 
don^baying  been  under  the  heavy  yoke  of  a  great  many 
ceremonial  ritt^s  and  obfervances^  But  our  blefled 
Lord  Jefus,  by  his  comiag  into  the  worlds  hath  broke 
off  thpt  yoke  from  his  people's  necks,  and  hath  brought 
them  under  a  more  fpiritualand  agreeable  difpenfation^ 
yea,  he  hath  fent  forth  his  Spirit  mto  their  hearts.  Up« 
poo  which  account  the  apoftie  concludes  them  to  be 
happy,  yea,  even  children  of  God,  "  Wherefore  thou 
arc  no  more  a  fervant/'  &c. 

Vot.  IIL  C  c  In 
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In  the  text  wc  have  t^  c  happy  flatc  of  the  beKermg 
Galatians  briefly  rcprefcnted.     ifty  Negaiiveiji  Thy  uh . 
m  more  a  fervdnt  I  i.e.  no  moic  in  a  ft  ate  of  fenrife 
fi'hje^bion  to  the  law^  and  to  the  Mofaic  rites  and  ob- 
fervntions.     2.  Pofiiively^  Thou  art  a  fonJ    u  c.  thou 
haft  attained  to  a  more  excellent  ftate  of  libertji  like 
to  that  of  fons  who  have  come  to  ripe  age.     He  means 
not,  that  believers  under  the  Old  Teftament  had  not 
that  piivilcge  of  beirtg  children  of  God^';  no,"  believers 
then  were  really  fons,  but  kept  in  fuch  a  ftate,  and 
trained' tip  under  fuch  hard  difcipline,  that  they  fccBa- 
ed  more  like  fervants  than  fons.     But  (faith  ht)  to  you 
believers  under  the  New  Teftament,  the  difcipline  is> 
changed,  and  you  have  attained  to  more  honourable 
fon  like  treatment.     3*  We  have  an  inference  from 
this  privilege  of  fon  ftiip,  *'  And  if  a  fon,  then  an  heir 
6f  God  through  Chrift."     Among  men.<»nly,  theeUeft 
fon  is  heir,  but  all  God's  children  are  heirs. 

In  which  we  have  two  things  :  1.  The  high  dignity 
and  preferment  of  God's  children  ;  they  are  beirs  of 
God,  i.  e.  they  have  a  free  right  and  title  to  etemai 
life,  and  all  the  gifts  and  bleflings  of  God  ;  yea,  to  the 
infinite  God  himfelf,  who  is  the  believer's  chief  good 
and  portion.  2.  The  way  of  obtaining  this  dignity  and 
happinefs,  through  Chrift,*  and  the  merit  of  his  blood  : 
He  is  God's  eternal  Son,  and  heir  of  all  things,  and  be- 
ing our  Surety,  le,  by  his  obedience  and  fuffcrings, 
hath  purchafed  a  title  to  believers,  toi>e  God's  fonsbj 
adoption,  and  joint  heirs  with  him  of  the  heavenly  in- 
heritance :  *•  He  is  our  elder  brother,  and  is  not  aftaro- 
ed  to  call  us  brethren."  The  inheritance  is  his  by  i»- 
ture,  but  ours  by  grace. 

From  the  words  thus  explained,  obferve, 

I.  That  the  privileges  of  believers  under  the  New 
Teftament,  do  exceed  thefe  who  lived  under  the  Old. 
The  legal  ftate  was  more  fcrvile,  but  the  gofpd  ftate  is 
more^lial 

II.  That  though  God  hath  one  Son  only  by  etemai 
generation  ;  viz.  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  yet  he  hath 
many  fons  by  grace  and  adoption,  viz  believers. 

III.  That  thcfe  who  have  the  Spirit  of  God  dvellinj; 
>  in 
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in  their  heartSi  and  exciting  them  to  prayer,  have  a 
^ood  evidence  of  their  fon  (hip,  and  fiiial  relation  to 
God.  This  is  clear,  from  the  connexion  of  this  verfe 
with  the  preceding. 

IV.  The  doftrine  that  I  am  to  infift  on  at  this  time, 
is,  *•  That  it  is  the  great  honour  and  privilege  of  all 
true  believers,  to  be  the  children  and  heirs  of  God  thro* 
Jcfus  Ghrift/' 

This  is  confirmed  from  that  parallel  text,  Ron.  viii, 
16,   17. 

The  method  for  handling  this  fubjcft,  (hall  be,  (i.) 
To  enquire  in  what  fenfe  believers  are  the  children  of 
God.  (2.)  In  what  refpeft  they  are  called  heirs.  (3.) 
What  is  the  heritage  they  are  intitled  to.  (4.)  How  it 
is  they  attain  to  this  privilege.  (5.)  To  (how  the  won- 
d<n^ful  free  grace  of  God,  in  granting  fach  \  glorious 
privilege  to  believers,  as  to  be  his-  children  and  heirs. 
(6.)  Misike  improvement  of  the  whole.         > 

!•  Asto  the  (ird,  In  what  fenfe  believers  are  the 
children  of  God. 

I  •  Negatively^  It  is  not  to  be  meant  here,  that  they 
are  his  children  only,  (x.)  In  ttfpt£k  oi  creaihft^  for 
fo  all  men  are  God's  children,  Mai.  ii.  10;  **  Have  we 
not  all  one  Father  ?  Hath  not  one  God'  created  us  ?" 
Had  believers  no  farther  intere(t  in  God  than  this,  they 
(hould  have  but  little  comfort ;  for  in  this  fenfe  Goa 
is  alfo  Father  to  the  devils  and  wicked  men,  for  **  he 
made  them  ;  but  he  that  made  them  will  not  have  mer« 
cy  on  them,  and  he  that  formed  them  will  (how  them 
no  favour."  Nor  (2.)  Is  it  to-be  meant,  that  they  arc 
his  children  only  by  providence ;  for  fo  he  is  to  all. 
Dent,  xxxii.  6.  "  Is  he  not  thy  Father  that  bought 
thee  ?**  i.  e.  hath  redeemed  thee  fromflavery,  and  con- 
ferred great  bleffings  on  thee.  Nor  (3.)  Is  it  to  be  un- 
deriiood  of  their  being  his  children  by  profedion,  or 
external  covenant-engagements ;  for  fo  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  viiibie  church  are,  Ifa.  4.  2. 

2.  Pofitively^  Believers  arc  the  children  of  God,  by 

way  of  fpecial  grace,  and  that  in  thefe  feveral  refpefls, 

fi.)  In  refpeft  of  eleStlon^  God  has  chofen  and  predef- 

tixiated  theni  from  eternity  to  be  his  children  and  li^irs» 

C  c  2  upon 
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upon  whom  he  will  entail  the  kkigdom  of  betTCOy  Eph. 
i*  5«     C^O  ^"  refpe£t  of  regeneraiisftf  he  dignifies  them 
with  a  new  birth,  working  a  gracious  change  upon 
them,  infufing  in  them  a  fupernatural  principle  of  ho- 
linefs,  whereby  they  become  like  their  hearenly  Fa« 
ther,  and  fo  they  are  faid  to  be  *'  begotten  and  bom  df 
Go«U"  Jam,  i.  1?.  i  John  iii.  9.      (3)   They  ate  his 
children  by  adoption  ;    which  is  an  a£k  of  God*8  frtc 
grace,  whereby  he  affumes  thofe  into  the  number  of 
his  children,  who  were  not  fo  naturally,   but  were 
(farangers  and  aliens :    Tea^  he  takes  thofe  who  irere 
enemies,  and  of  the  family  of  hell,  into  the  £amijy  of 
heaven  ;  and  gracioufly  entitles  them  to  all  t})C  advan- 
tages, dignities,  and  privileges  of  children^.     As,  for 
inftance,   He  ejducates»  brings  them  up»  and  xnabs 
pTOvifion  fot  them,  »s  for  fops,  Ifa.  xlv4.  3.  Mattbt  vi* 

Sa.  Ffal.  Ixxxiv.  11.  .  2.  He  allows  them  a  iharf  m 
is  fatherly  love  and  companion,  together  with. t^iopt^* 
teftion  afid  attendance  of  fons^  Jer.  xxxt«  ao.  Jidb  i. 
14,  3.  He  frees  them  from  a  fervile  ftate,  oranybafe 
and  drudgery  work,  and  epdues  th<An  witli  a  irc^  fpi* 
rit,  Rom.  viii.  jj.  4.  They  have  the  .chaftifement  of 
fons,  which  is  moft  needful,  Deut.  viii  5.  Heb.  vi> 
6f  79  B*  5*  He  allows  thein  free  accefs  to,  and  a  filial 
confidence;  with  him  in  prayer ;  hence,  in  the  verfe 
preceding  my  text,  the  apoftle  faith,  **  Becaufe  ye  are 
fons,  God  hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father"  And,  ^ij>,  He 
entitles  them  to  the  inheritance  of  fons,  as  iri  the  text, 
JJfonSy  then  heirs  of  Gsd*     And  this  leads  to, 

11.  Thejeccnd  head  ^  viz.  Jn  what  refpeB  bel'teven 
are  called  heirs.  And  for  the  better  illuilration  hereof, 
I  (hall  (how  wherein  temporal  and  fpiritual  heirs  do  a- 
gree,  and  wherein  they  differ. 

I.  They  agree,  and  refemble  one  another,  in  Aefe 
things  : 

I.  He  that  is  an  heir  of  an  edate,  hath  his  title  ftee- 
ly  conveyed  to  him  ;  he  pays  not  for  it,  becaufe  he  has 
}t  by  birth.  So  believers,  who  are  fpiritual  heixo, 
have  the  title  to  ttieir  inheritance  freely ;  and  a^  they 
haye  nothing   to  pay  for  it,   fo  it  is  given  to  them 

"  without 
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•*  without  motley,  and  without  price.*'  And  thouj^h 
they  have  not  a  title  to  it  by  thei^  natural  birth,  yet  by 
their  ne«r  birtht  they  become  the  fens  of  God,  and 
lieirs  of  heaven,    t 

2.  They  who  are  rightful  heirs  of  an  eftate,  hare  the  " 
fureil  title  of  any  other,  becaufe  it  is  buUt  upon  na- 
ture :  A  father  may  frown  upon  his  ^n  and  heir  for 
bifi  fault,  but  <k)th  not  eafily  difinherit  him  ;  nor  will 
he  turn  him  out  of  doors,  as  he  doth  a  fervant,  for  his 
offence.  So  believers,  who  are  God'e  adopted  childrea 
and  heirs,  have  a  mod  lure  title  to  the  heavenly  inhe- 
ritance. Though  God  may  chaftife  them,  yet  he  will 
not  dilinherit  tl^m;  Pfal.  Izxxix.  32,  33,  34,  "^'wiU 
vilit  their  trartfgrefiions  with  the  rod : — Never^lcfc^ 
my  loving  kindnefs  1  will  noc  take  utte^lh^|i|P#'5^3^im. — 
My  covenant  will  1  not  break,  norf^iccf  xae  thing  tliat 
b  gone  out  of  my  lips*"  Our  title  to  the  inheritance 
by  the  iecond  covenant,  is  f at  furer  than  Adam's  wad 
by  the  firft  :  for  when  he  offended^  God  treated  hi{«i  a« 
a  fervant,  and  turned  him  out  of  doors  :  But  the  be- 
liever»  who  is  become  a  child  and  heir  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
is  better  fecured  by  the  fecond  covenant  \  for  he  hath 
not  only  God's  word,  God's  writ,  and  God's  oath,  to 
cbn&m  it^  but  he  hath  the  Mediator's  Uood  Aralinghia 
diarter,  and  an  earned  of  the  inheritance  already  given 
him  ;  viz  God's  Spirit  put  into  his  heart,  2  Cor.  i.  22^ 
So  that  his  right  and  title  is  indefeafible,  and  can  ne- 
ver be  altered, 

3.  An  heir's  title  to  an  inheritance  is  reckoned  more 
honourable  than  his,  who  obtains  it  another  way.  So 
the  believer's  title  is  mod  honourable,  being  mtde  heirs 
of  God,  and  co- heirs  with  his  own  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
Rona.  viii.  17.  Chrid  alone  is  ttie  natural  Son,  and 
has  the  primary  right  to  the  inheritance  ;  but  believers, 
by  adopttoa,  are  ailigned  to  a  (hare,  and  niadeco  heirs 
with  him-  So  that  Chrift  and  believers  do,  as  it  were, 
div^k  heaven  betwixt  them  ;  t)\t^  have  the  fame  Fa- 
ither,  dwell  in  the  fame  houfe,  fit  at  the  fame  table, 
reign  Wi  the  fame  throne,  partake  of  the  fame  glory. 
O I  What  honour  is  this,  which  is  put  on  worms  cf 
the  earth?  Johui^vii.  22,  24,  John  xx.  17.  Rev.  iii. 

2r« 
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71,  ChrJR  indeed  being  our  elder  brother,  his  inheri- 
tanee  is  double,  and  his  power  and  g^ory  is  far  greater 
than  tbe  gtorified  faints  and  angels*  **  infomuch  as  fie 
hath,  by  inheritancey  obtained  a  more  excellent  name 
than  they,"  Heb.  i.  4.  Eph.  i.  22. 

4.  An  heif)  during  his  minority,  hath  not  the  a£lnal 
pofleiTion  of  his  inheritance,  as  being  incapable  to  ma- 
naj!:e  it,  and  therefore  hath  tutors  and  curators  appoint* 
cd  hini  J  fo  A  blicvcr^  though  an  heir  of  heaven,  hath 
not  the  pofieflion  of  the  inheritance,  while  here.  This 
life  is  the  tinr>e  of  his  minority ^  and  JefusChrift  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  arc  his  tutors  and  curators,  until  he  arriw 
at  ripe  age,  and  the  years  of  his  majority y  when  he  will 
be  fuV.y  •*  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,' . 
and  then  he  enters  upon  the  immediate  poffeffion  of 
all  that  is  promifcd  to  him. 

5.  An  heir  of  an  cftate,  though  he  want  the  poficf- 
fion  for  a  tihne,  yet  he  hath  a  prefent  maintenance  al- 
lowed him  out  of  it,  fuitable  fo  his  ftation  and  circom- 
flances ;  fo  believers,  during  their  minority  in  this  worid, 
have  a  fufficient  maintenance  granted  them,  out  of  that 
■great  inheritance  promifcd  to,  and  provided  for  them. 
As  for  temporal  things^  they  have  a  competency  fecured 
to  them  while  here  :  "  Their  bread  (hall  be  given  them, 
and  their  water  (hall  he  fure."  And  iox  fpiritual  things^ 
ttiCy  (hall  have  as  much  gr.icc,  Itrength,  comfort,  and 
joy,  as  will  bear  their  charges,  until  the  time  appoint- 
ed come,  when  they  (hall  enter  upon  the  full  poffcffioa 
of  all. 

6.  An  heir  of  a  good  eftate  may  be  fomewhat  ftrait- 
ened  in  his  circumfl:ancc«»  for  a  tiire,  becaufe  of  bur- 
dens on  the  tftatc,  or  fome  neccffiry  redriflions  laid 
upon  him  •,  yet  comforts  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  a 
plentiful  eftate  at  length  :  So  the  heirs  of  promife  may 
be  under  many  ftraits  and  difficulties  while  here,  under 
burdens  of  corruption,  fears  of  wrath,  and  hidings  of 
God's  face.  They  oft  complain  of  little  grace,  weak 
faith,  langui(hing  de fires,  and  of  faint  difcoveries  of  God 
«iid  Chrill,  and  the  invifible  things  of  the  other  world : 
Yet  neverthelefs  they  (hould  not  murmur,  but  encou- 
rage thcmfclves  in  the  faithful  promife  and  fure  right 
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they  have  obtained  in  Chrift ;  and  be  thankful,  if  as 
much  be  allowed  them  out  of  the  inheritance,   as  -will 
bear  their  ch^T^es'to  heaven,  where  they  (hall  be  fup- 
plied  to  the  full,  fbrget  all  their  ftraits>  and  remember, 
their  poverty  ho  more. 

7.  An  htir,  whatever  his  prcfent  ftraits  and  circiim- 
ftances  be,  is  a  re(pe6lful  and  honourable  perfou  ;  and 
they  who  know  what  he  is  born  to,  and  what  ^is  cx« 
pe Nations  are,  do  put  refpedl  upon  him  :  fo  believers, 
however  mean  and  flraitened  they  be^  duritig  their  mi* 
iiority  in  this  world,  are  very  honourable  perfons,  **  the 
excellent  ones  in  the  earth,"  and,  in  many  refpe£ls, 
**  more  excellent  than  their  neighbours  i"  they  are  heirs 
of  a  great  inheritance,  and,  upon  this  account,  (houH 
be  honoured  by  thofe  among,  whom  they  live*;  for 
though  they  make  no^reat  outward  appearance  at  pre- 
fenf,  yet,  in  a  little,  they  (hill  be  crowned  with  glory 
and  honour. 

II'  Temporal  and  /plritual  heirs  do  differ  in  thefe 
things  : 

z.  Temporal  heir^,  however  rich  they  be,  arc  only 
heirs  of  a  corruptible  foot  of  earth  ;  but  believers  arc 
heirs  of  an  *^  inheritance,  incorruptible  and  undefiied, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away,  referved  in  heaven  for  them.*' 
And  what  is  earth  to  heaven  ? 

2.  Many  heirs,  here  on  earth,  never  come  to  the  ac- 
tual poiTcilion  of  their  eilates  ;  for  they  may  be  fquan- 
dered  away,  or  loft  by  the  ill- management  of  their  pa- 
rents or  tutors ;  or  they  may  be  taken  from  them  by 
oppreffioii  or  violence  *,  and  oftentimes  death  comes  and 
fnatches  away  the  young  heirs  before  they  artain  to  ripe 
age  J  fo  that  they  never  win  to  the  pofleffioa.  But 
heaven's  heirs  will  all  certainly  get  pofTcirion  of  their 
inheritance  ;  (heir  tutors  will  not  lofe  nor  mifmanage 
it  to  them  s  ^o  enemy  can  feize  it  by  violence ;  nor 
*•»  thief  break  throdgh  and  (leal.**  And  death  will  be 
fo  far  from  depriving  them  of  the  pofleffion  of  their  in- 
heritance ;  that  it  brings  them  to  the  immediate  and 
ftill  fruition  thereof,  through  a  glorious  eteraicy. 

3.  A  temporal  heir  doth  not  fully  polTifs  the  heri- 
tage till  the  father  dies^    but  the  fpiritual  heir  doth 

poflefs 
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poftefs  it  fully  in  his  fatber's  .1ife>time«.  Our  eternal 
Father  Hvrs  for  e^er;  and  this  cioth  not  hinder  the 
heirs  pjoflLfBnp  :  What  a  myftery  is  here  !  'In  tettpml 
herita^s  the  jfather  dies  to  give  place  to  the  fon  f  fatt 
here  the  Son  dies  to  bring  the  heirs  of  'heaven  to  live 
and  poiTefs  with  the  Father. 

4.  When  a  temporal  heir  comes  to  the  poflcffionjhe 
can  enjoy  the  inheritance  but  a  (hort  while  ;  for  deidi 
foon  comes  and  difpoffcrfrtfs  him.  But  the  ffnrittta) 
heir,  when  he  gets  poffeflion  of  his  inheritance,  be^ 
comes  immortal,  and  is  for  ever  out  of  the  readi  of 
death. 

III.  The  ihird  head  in  the  method  was,  to.  fiieW 
what  the  heritage  is,  which  God's  children 'and  liein 
are  entitled  to  ^  furely  it  is  the  greateil:  and  largeft  tbat 
ever  was :  **  All  things  arc  yours,"  i  Cor.  iii.  21  •  Mole 
particularly, 

1.  The  earth  is  their  inheritance,  Mat.  f.  5.  though 
commonly  they  poilefs  little  of  it,  yet  they  have  a  cover 
nant- right  to  make  ufe  of  the  good  creatures,  and  thfl 
outward  fupport  and  refrefhments  of  life.  The  men 
of  this  world,  though  they  have  a  general  providential 
right  to  fuch  things  of  the  earth  as  they  poflefs,  yet 
they  have  no  covenant  title  thereto,  as  believers  hare: 
Their  enjoyments  come  not  to  them  from  God  as  t 
loving  Father,  or  as  a  God  in  covenant  with  them,  to 
promote  their  fouls  good  :  They  have  not  the  comfor- 
table and  fan£iified  enjoyment  of  the  creature ;  no,  this 
comes  only  to  us  in  Chrift,  and  is  a  part  of  the  bdicv- 
tr's  portion.  By  the  fall,  Adam  and  his  poftcrity  were 
difiiihcrited,  they  loft  their  covenant- right  over  the 
creatures,  with  the  fandified  ufe  thereof.  But  in 
Chrifl,  who  is  the  heir  of  all  things,  the  title  is  renew- 
ed to  believers,  and  they  become  heirs  of  the  world : 
and  whatever  part  of  it  falls  to  their  (hare,  they  may 
look  on  it  as  a  bleffing  of  the  covenant,  a  legacy  from 
Chrift,  a  part  of  his  purchafe,  fanc^ified  for  their  ufe, 
and  dcfigned  for  their  good. 

2.  Heaven  is  their  heritage,  however  poor  they  be 
in  this  world,  yet  they  are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which 
God  hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him,  Jam*  11.  5. 

The 


Hie  hdrs  pt  this  celeftial  crown  are  Ifte  princes  in 
£fg«ifei  traTeOing  in  a  foreign  country :  ftrangers,  that 
know  ibcnv  not,  ioek  only  to  their  outward  appearande  1 
mdare  ape  t&  tl^ik  them  poor  and  mtferabk)  hut 
dieir  hopes  snd  happinefs  lye  in  things  not  feen ;  they 
aftt  Keifft  of  tUt  land  that  is  afar  off.  Sometiines,  with 
Mbfe6»  tjiey  ave  allowed  to  come  to  the  top  of  ri%aht 
lo  view  this  pvomifed  land,  and  this  is  moft  fatisfying  : 
At  othei  tiAies,  w4th  Abrahans  they  are  admitted^  as 
in  werci  ti»  walfc  through  it,  and  hear  God  fay»  **  All 
this  is  thme,  aU  is  ma&  over  to  thee  in  Chriit  :*^  and 
this  fills  the  heirs  of  hearen  with  joy  *^  unfpeakabk, 
and  full  of  glory.'* 

3.  In  the  text  they  are  called  '<  heirs  of  God  i"  God 
hunfetf  is  their  inheritancCi  as  this  is  m«re  than  to 
fsLj,  they  are  heirs  of  boih  heaven  and  earth.  "  I  will 
be  your  God/'  is  the  moft  comprehenfive  promlfe  in 
the  vrhoic  Bible,  it  imports  an  intereft  in  all  the  bkf- 
fings  and  promifes  of  the  new- covenant,;  in  all  the  pur- 
chafe  and  fuinefs  of  Chrifl:,  in  all  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  hdiy  SjMrit,  and  in  all  the  divine  attributes  and 
fCffie^ons.  When  the  Lord  faith  to  the  heirs  of  fal- 
TaticBi  "  I  will  be  your  God  ;**  how  great  is  the  inhe- 
ritasice  he  bequeaths  to  them  !  It  is  more  ithan  if  he 
made  over  to  them  a  thoufand  heavensj  or  ten  thoufand 
worlds;  for,  faith  hci  I  give  you  the  omnipotent  Je- 
hovah, I  make  over  myfelf  unto  you,  in  all  my  eflential 
perfc^ions;  mj  ommpoteficf  (hall  be  your  guard,  my 
emni/cUncy  yoiir  overfeer,  my  omniprefence  your  compa- 
nion, my  bmtri*j  your  ftore,  my  wifdom  your  counfellor, 
Ttkjjtistice  your  rcwarder,  my  Mine/s  your  fountain  of 
grace,  my  unchangeabienefs  the  rock  of  your  fecurity,  my 
iJl/i^fficiency  your  inheritance,  and  my  eternky  the  date 
of  your  happinefs.  Surely,  O  believer,  the  **  lines  are 
fallen  to  you  in  pleafant  places/*  and  you  have  got  a 
**  goodly  heritage." 

IV.  Thefourti  head  was,  to  enquire  how  believers 
attaia  to  this  high  privilege,  of  being  children  and  heirs 
of  God.  !•  It  is  not  from  any  worth  or  merit  in  them^ 
but  from  the  free  love  and  goodnefs  of  God,  that  hath 
predcftinated  them  to  the  adoption  of  childreui  and  cho- 
-   Vol,  hi.  D  d  fen 
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fen  them  beirs  of  the  kingdom.  .2.  lihhj  the  nied»> 
ation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  as  their  Surct^^  inteTpofei 
for  themj  when  under  fentencc  of  death  j  purchaTed 
the  inheritance  for  them  by  his  merits,  and  Jeft  it  to 
them  in  legacy  by  his  te(lament>  which  he  £:aled  and 
confirmed  with  his  own  blood.  .  3.  By  the  applkation 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  the  executor  of  Chrifl'i 
teftament,  and  who  comes  and  infefts  beHevers  in  tie 
bequeathed  inheritance,  by  renewing  their  fouU^  work- 
ing faith  in  them^  and  difpofing  them  to  dole  with  ihc 
Redeemer ;  planting  all  gracious  habits  in  them^  and 
thereby  giving  them  the  earned  and  firft  fniita.foirjAe  1 
inheritance. 

V«  Thtjifth  thing  wa8»  to  (hew  the  wonderfttl  grace 
of  God  in  granting  fuch  a. glorious  privikge  tp.  poor  lb- 
lievers.  If  we  ferioufly  conGder.the  grace  of  God.m 
adopting  us  to  be  his  children  and  heirs,  we  jnaj  wcU 
cry  out  with  the  apoftle,  i  John  iii.  x.  **  Behold !  wbt 
manner  of  love  is  this  the  Father  hath  beftowcd  011,11% 
that  we  (hould  be  called  the  fons  of  God  ?''  The  voo- 
derfulnefs  of  this  grace  appears  in  thefe  things : 

1.  That  he  adopts  us  to  be  his  fons  and  heirs»  whea 
he  needed  us  net.  Men  adopt  fons  becaufe  they  are 
childlefs,  and  need  feme  to  propagate  their  famiSci^ 
keep  up  their  name>  and  perpetuate  their  memories; 
But  the  eternal  Father  adopts  children  and  heirs,  tW 
he  hath  a  natural  and  eternal  Son  of  his  own»  who  is 
the  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  the  exprefs  image  of  hii 
perfon,  a  Son  in  whom  his  foul  delighteth  \  and  al- 
though be  could  have  been  infinitely  happy  without 
tiSi  and  needed  no  accefEon  to  his  glory.  We  ftoodia 
need  of  a  Father,  but  he  flood  not  in  need  of  fons« 

2.  That  he  chufes  thofe  to  be  his  fons  and  heirSp 
who  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  to  him,  hut  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  this  dignity  and  privilege.  Men 
ufually  adopt  thofe  who  are  of  their  kindred,  or  who 
are  their  friends  and  favourites ;  but  God  (hews  this 
favour  to  rebels,  enemies,  traitors,  fatan's  flayes,  and 
hell's  heirs.  Men  adopt  thofe  in  whom  they  fee,  or  at 
leaft  fancy,  fomething  of  worth  :  Mordecgi  adopted 
Efther  becaufe  (he  was  fair :  But  God  adopts  tho(e  who 
are  naturally  moll  vile  and  unworthy,  yea,  defpicable 

as 
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iiy onus,,  loathfome  as  carc^es,  deformed  as  monfters, 
^^fc  as  Ethtc^ians,  and  difeafed  as  lepers.  Hiving 
ibthing  to  eif^^e  his  love,  but  every  thing  to  provoke 
hb  loathing  of  :t&.  ' 

3.  That  lie  ffiontld  be  at  fuch  char^  and  coft  in  a-* 
A&pting  us.  Men  are  at  no  pains  about  it,  but  to 
ilraw  iip  a  vYit,  and  (ign  or  fea)  it,  and  then  all  is 
done ;  out  infinite  wifdom  and  power  mufl  be  fet  on 
Kirork  to  itsake  u<  fens  and  heirs;  an  eternity  muft  be 
(befit  in  contriving  th«  nhethod;  the  eternal  Son  of 
drod  mUH;  die  to  bring  it  about,  and  the  charter  of 
Our  adoption  n;ufl  be  fealed  with  his  mod  precious 
blood;  Never  was  it  heard,  that  any  man  let  his  only 
fon  fuffer  and  die,  to  adopt  an  enemy ;  but  this  the 
great  God  hath  done,  which  is  the  wonder  of  the  re« 
deemed,  the  bonder  of  angels,  and  will  be  the  wonder 
of  eternity, 

4*  That  he  exalts  thofe  whom,  he  adopts  to  fuch 
high  dignity  and  honour  \  for  God  to  have  pardoned 
bis  enemies,  and  delivered  them  from  going  to  hell^ 
had  been  much;  for  him  to  have  taken  his  enemies, 
and  made  them  his  friends  and  favouhtesi  had  been 
inbre :  But  for  God  to  take  his  mortal  enemies  into  his 
bofom,  and  make  them  his  fens  and  heirs ;  yea,  beauti- 
fv  theni  with  his  image,  value  them  as  his  jewels,  en»> 
title  them  to  his  kingdom,  and  make  them  co-iheirs  with 
his  own  beloved  Son,  is  fuch  a  prodigy  of  love,  as  fur- 
paffeth  all  finite  eomprehenfion.  To  have  advanced 
one  of  the  blefled  cherubims  or  ferapbims  fo  high,  had. 
been  a  ftupendoos  a£l  of  grace :  But  to  take  a  lump  of 
polluted  dufty  a  curfed  fmnev,  a  wretch  as  black  as  hell 
could  make  himi  and  raife  him  fo  high,  yea,  above  the 
brighteft  cherub  in  glor^,  is  eternally  an  afloniihing 
wonder  of  free  love. 

APPPLICA-riON. 

I.  Ufc  of  information^  This  doArine  informs  us  of 
thefe  things : 

U  Of  the  wonderful  love  and'  gpodnefs  of  God,  to 
^oioT  eleOi  Qaners  in  Chriit :  he  takes  enemies  into  bis. 


Um&j^  yea,  piitsiliem  amonj^  Ha  chiUmigi)  .m4  «t 
only  <loth  he  confer  the  honour  of  foaflUipdntfiQnwbtf . 
alfo  {mte  the  natsute  of  fons  in  diem ;  for  Ahoy  ave'lNW 

by  regeneration!  as  well  as  by  adc^tioa  4  ifaotli  ^tlieCB  an 
joAOsd  together,  as  is  clear  from  foka  i.  ij^  13.  <'  To 
them  that  believe  he  [gave  power  to  become  tlie  fim 
cf  God,  who  were  born  sot  of  the  will  ^  mao^  bttt^ 
God.'' 

2.  That  bclierers  are  of  more  noble  aad  fllaft^ioi 
defcent  than  any  others ;  tfaey  ase  font  of  diofxiifti^ 
God.  Some  talk  of  their  pro^nitors,  and  value  die«« 
felves  on  their  high  extrad  :  So  the  Jews  vawfited  tbit 
they  were  Abraham's  feed»  John  viiL  33.  But  £iidf 
it  is  an  infinitely  greater  privilege  lo  bean«og  abe&tti 
of  God.  David  3iought  it  no  ^all  honour  ix> lie  k^ 
in* law  to  die  king  of  Ifrad,  i  San.  cvtii.  i8.  Airi 
iball  any  among  us  reckon  it  a  fmali  thing  tob^  $  Aa 
to  the  King  of  heaven. 

*  3.  That  God  is  an  infinitely  rich  and  bounti&il  A- 
ther,  who  makes  aM  his  children  heirs*  and  that  of  s 
great  and  iplendid  inheritance :  Though  his  family  lie 
numerous,  yet  there  is  not  one  of  them  left  unptoTi^ 
ed  ;  for  he  brings  ^  many  foas  to  glory,"  Heb.  ii.  lOa 

II.  Ufe  of  tKamtnation.  Let  us  all  try  what  right  or 
daimfi  we  have  to  this  honour  and  privilege«  of  facjig 
the  fons  and  heirs  of  God. 

I.  Try,  O  communicants,  if  ye  have  the  marks  and 
charaders  of  God's  children,  x.  Have  you  cordially 
made  choioe  of  God  as  your  Father  in  Chrift,  and  de» 
dtcated  yourfeWes  to  him  at  this  time,  in  a  peiqietnal 
covenant,  Jer%  iu.  19.  ^^  How  fhall  I  put  thee  anoQg 
the  children  !  &c.  Thou  {halt  call  me  my  Father."  2. 
Have  ye  received  the  Mediator  by  a  true  and  linely 
faith  ;  for  it  is  hereby  we  become  children*  John  i,  2* 
**  To  as  many  as  received  him,  he  gave  power  to  be- 
come the  fons  of  Cod,"  Gal.  iii.  26.  ^*  Ye  are  all  the 
children  of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  We  can  be 
adopted  -QXiXf  by  virtue  of  his  right,  who  is  the  eMer 
brother,  and  heir  of  all  things.  3.  Are  you  like  yoar 
Father  P  have  you  his  image  upon  you,  holinefs  ?  4.  Da 
you  fincecely  k»ve  Chrift,  your  elder  Brother  and  Re- 
deemer? 
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k^tmtti  Johil  rnu  4a.  **  JeAil  f«d  unto  tfaem,  if  God 
■len^  ^foiijr  F«fthcr9  ye  would  love  me.  5  •  Do  ye  love 
i»rl  effteem  tU  the  ehUdren  of  the  fanulfy  as  die  excel- 
lent of  thettM^?  P&l.  nvu  %.  6.  Are  ye  heardly 
DOiKerned  lor  tbe  intereft  and  wcifave  of  your  modtet, 
ihe  church^  Pfal.-cxxxrii.  ^.  7.  Are  ye  troubled  tot 
ii&iidtng  ^^ow  Ftt^er ;  3  Cbron.  KKxtr.  27.  8.  Are 
wom  dcfiroiis  of  your  Father's  prefenoe  aiKl  comptiiy  ^ 
lUaL  xx«i«  8*  i^^  Have  yeichiidfens  tf^ttDesKor  your 
fptrk«al  food?  Pial*  Ixxxiir.  i»  i  Pet,  ii.  2. 

IL  Try  if  you  have  the  Sptrk  a*d  diij^iitM>n-of  heirs. 
I*  .fcttymrdniBifi  caoeto  iti»ke  fure  your  hiithright, 
tnd  tide  tio  tJk  inheritaoce  i  Many  of  God's  children 
haiie^aot  the  aiKirance  beroof,  bnt  they  -all  iabour  after 
it«  4Uid  «re  refiilefs  wkhout  it,  Matth*  ri  33.  2.  If 
ycm  be  heirs, y^u  will  hig^y  vahte  your  birthright,  and 
not  be  vtfKn^  to  part  with  it  for  a  tttfle  5  you  vinkl  not 
<4ike  profane  fifaM,  Heb.  xi.  1-6.)  fell  k  fbv  fenfual 
fkloafiuest  and  gratifications  of  the  fljfh  :  Nay,  your 
heasts  will  rife  a^arnft  iatan's  foltcttatioDs  to  isreak 
m\Ai  your  Father,  and  fell  your  rbinthri^fat,  and  fay  with 
lilab^  to  A)iali|  i  Kings  xxi*  3.  '*  The  Lord  forbid  it 
me»  that  I  (hould  give^the  inheritance  -of  my  Others 
-onto  thee."  God  £iNrbid«  that  I  fiiouU  part  with  my 
povtion  in  Chrift  for  worldly  gain,  carnal  fatisfadions, 
or  any  earthly  delight  whatfomever. 

3^  Tour  hearts  and  thoughts  wtU  be  much  fet  upon 
your  heritage  above,  for  it  is  your  treafunci  and  ^*  where 
y«Hir  Ircafure  is,  there  will  your  heart  he  al(b,"  Mat.  vi. 
ai  •  What  Ao  ye  chink  moft  of«  when  ye  are  alone  ? 
Jilebvchadnezzar,  when  he  was  alone,  thought  on  his 
iarge  territories,  Dan  vr.  291,  30^  *f  l&  not  this  great  Ba- 
hylon,  that  I  have  buik  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom,*' 
&c«  &H  'if  1^^  ^  ^^s  of  heaven^  your  hearts  will  he 
rmioing  much  thither. 

4*  In  the  time  of  your  diffirulttes  tu^  (traits,  y«u 
will  be  drawing  your  comfort  and  ^encouragement  mm 
the  large  and  goodly  heritage  yott  ane  entit  ed  to  ;  and 
Hkewife  you  will  be  looking  and  waiting  when  it  wQl 
.fall  into  your  hands  s  yea,  you  will  be  iisuding  mefiengecs 
aod  fpies  to  the  land  of  promife  to  (iirvey  it^  and  bring 

you 
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y^vfffioA  lidtfigi  iVttm  theticis  ftHr  y«il»fMlBnl^'i| 
in  the  wildernefs  \  You  will  be  fealliiif  kfta'^^MM' 
Wig  yoi^lve»wtthltieflK)«Kht«df  foo^Tttftllid^ 
wuT  pmttcn  in  Chrift,  tind  groairiiq^  WiaiM<yiM^tNH| 
^  When  fhall  I  be  with  mj  Father  aivf 'dddr'aNMUV 
»l»v«  I  When  fliaH  my  pitgrirtMKe-fo^SMIh^itUd^ike 
titfie  cif  my  <^>nori»]r  expire^  that  J  Mi^  fifaftPtityMMt 
I)Ctf>ffioffi."  Rom.:viii.  13.  ^  We,  M«ioitaif««ftt»«Mjt 
iiroit^  of  the  Spifit,  pMx  within  cNit<Hvi^1fUMqif>lte 
the  adoption^  to  wit,  the  tcdempcioti^<if  bttrtani)*^ 
'^X^^»  All  tJiofe  who  ^re  heirs  of  hean* ttdlcMf  ^ 
fcal  and  eameft  of  the  inheritance  pilibiiff«teil%ttilif 
Tit;,  the  Spirit'Of  God,  ^ft  Cor.  i.  22^  EphL  'tr^  ij»-)f 
«*  Afterthit  ye  teKottd^  ye  were  fad«ir%Mf.«hir1Mf 
Spirit  of  protnifei  which  is  the  eameft^itf  ottT  -ftdidK 
tsBce,  •until  the  redemption  of  the  purcbafctf  poffbffioa.* 
At  an  eameft^  penny  fecares  our  r^t  to  «  bavgailtiil 
is  aMb  at  part  of  it  \  fo  the  fanAifying  Sj^rif^*  or'  gMljB 
of  God  in  the  heart,  is  a  pledge  and  earneft  oPAe^gk^ 
rious  inheritance  above.  O  communicUitg^}  futM^yfr 
got  this  earneft  in  your  fouls  ?  Are  ye*  beginmung  to 
f  eap  the  firft  iiruits  of  the  inheriUince  ^  Svit^f  h'lril- 
be  matter  of  rejoicing  to  find  it. 

I^JL  How  (hall. 1  know  if  I  hare  got  the  Sf^fa 
my  bearti  aa  the  fcal  and  firft-firuits  of  tfiei^Jidft* 
tance? 

^ly:  By  his  adrogs  and  operations  in  yoof  fiMtbi 
i«  Wherever  he  is,  he  is  an  illuminating  Sphrili^lblt 
lets  you  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  excellency  of  Chrif^ 
2*  A  humbling  Spirit,  that  brings  the  foul  to  ly  ia-the' 
dttft,  and  abhor  itfidf  for  its  abominations.  3.  A'M- 
rit  of  prayer,  that  inclines  the  foul  to  come  to  its  n- 
ther,  for  the  fupply  of  wants.  Gal.  iv.  6.  4.  A  fin* 
fttbduing  Spirit,  that  helps  to  weaken  and  mortify  in- 
dwelling corruption,  Rom.  vlii.  13.  5;  A  fouifilnAI- 
fj^g  SpiHt,  that  infufes,  increafes,  quickens,  und:  ac- 
tuates grace  in  the  heart,  Eph.  iv.  23,  24.  Now^ 
wherever  tbcfe  gracious  agings  and  operattoni  of  tllft 
$pir|t  are  to  be  found,  you  may  conclude  you  have  M 
9  iM  of  ]|ppuf  heirftipi  the  carnefl;  and  firft-fimita  of  me 
,  .  .     ■  ■  mAcntfldUdKa 
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poflbll^oD  of  ^U*  • 

.  UI.  Ufe  0(4Pthiirtiaianf  to  two  forts»  L  Thofe  who 
arc  aliciu  aad  foreigners,  a.  Thofe  who  are  children^ 
and  heirs  of.  God* 

»  i.  I  (ball  fpeak  to  thofe  who  are  alienst  have  no  ia« 
tereft  in  GocKa  familyt  nor  the  chiJdrens  privilegea; 
and  yet  aoany  fiich  have  been  prefuming  to  eat  of  the 
diilcurens  boreadf  to  which  they  have  no.  right.  I  tor 
treat  yon  to  awake  frooi  your  fecurity*  and  confider  the 
mifery  of  your  ftate.  O  !  that  God  would  found  an 
aiana  in  your  ears. 

1.  If  you  be  not  God's  childrenj  you  ars  clogs;  and 
yet  you  have  been  prefuming  to  meddle  with  &.  chU- 
drenf  bread,  which  is  horrid  facrilege. 

a«  You  axe  children  of  the  devil,  and  of  the  family 
of  hell ;  nayi  you  are  Satan's  bond  fiaves.  There  is  no 
medium  $  either  you  are  God's  children^  or  the<levir« 
Haves,  John  viii.  44*  And  what  have  Satan's  Haves  to 
do  with  God's  holy  thmgs? 

3«  O  alien  and  foreigner  I  thou  art  a  child  of  wrath* 
an  heir  of  hell  \  this  is  thy  native  heritage  and  portion^ 
and  this  fad  heritage  will  remain  fure  to  thee;  when 
thou  leaveft  thy  fubdance  to  others,  this  (hall  go  alongft 
with  tbyfeif  to  another  world*  ^  The  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  thee,"  both  here  and  eternally :  O  Gnnei ! 
wrath  is  thy  conftant  covering  now,  and  the  heavens 
are  gnawing  blacker  and  blacker  every  dav  above  thy 
head.  The  earth  as  weary  of  thee ;  the  pit  is  opening 
her  mouth  for  thee ;  ^'  Hell  is  groaning  for  thee  from 
beneath ;"  and  the  thread  of  hfe,  that  is  keeping  thee 
out  of  it,  is  juft  ready  to  break.  O  !  waken  betore  tt 
be  too  late. 

4*  Thou  art  *^  without  God  in  the  world^ ;  thou  haft 
no  intereft  in  God  as  thy  friend ;  thou  art  far  from 
God  i  he  b  thv  wrathful  enemy :  Thy  hell  is  bqgun 
already  \  for  wnat  makes  hell,  but  excluGon  fronv  the 
pi:eience  of  God  I  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfcd.**  Now 
yotti  are  gone  from  God  alreadyi  with  his  curfe  upon 
you,  like  the  damned  i  only  your  cafe  is*  not  defpcrate 
as  theira  is :  There  is  fome  hope  of  your  returning  to 

God 
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Godaf|;ain;  bjut  there  k  nooe  of  didnk    '^Of  titas 
then  to  the  ftrong  holdi  ye  prifonere  of  IttpeA  .;. 

5.  By  preiumtng  on  the  LovdV.  taUe^.foa  Ittte 
drawn  a  new.  curfe  on  yourfelTesi  foryclMvafaiiB 
roocktngr  God,  (hedding  Chrift'b  bloody  ittuadtiiag  4bc 
bkfled  Redeemer :  You  have  been  a£ling  Jbte%  pfer^ 
faying,  <'  HaU  Mafter/and  <'  betraying  the  Smof  CM 
with  a  kifs.''  O !  Satan's  ilavet^  you  have  been  m^ag  , 
Chrift's  bread,  but  God'a  curfe  was  on  die  medU  ffw 
got ;  and  you  hare  drawn  down  new  feoLplagiiea  oi  ' 
yourfehres.  You'll  he  ten  limes  more  Saitati't  flnm 
than  you  were  before  ;  for  to  all  your  other  fine  yoa 
have  added  thisi  of  U  crucifying  Cbrift  ftfircflu" 

^utft}  Is  there  any  hope  for  fuch  duMfea  of  waA^ 
and  heirs  of  hell  as  we  are  I  ^'  What  IhaU  we  do  in  hi 
favcdV' 

Jpf.  I.  I  fay  to  yon,  as  Peter  to  Stmoa.lfagiu^ 
Ads  viii.  21,  22.  ^'  Thou  haft  neither  part  oor  lot  in 
this  matter  ;  thy  heart  is  not  right  with  God :  iqMt 
therefore  of  this  thy  wickednclb,  and  pray  God  iioi  fw- 
givencfs."  Repent  and  weep  orcr  a  fi^in  Chrift,  whom 
you  pierced  at  his  tabic,  and  cry,  *^  Lord,  deliref  me 
from  blood- guiltinefs.'-'  O  can  you  weep  ovet  t  de*^ 
child,  or  friend  ?  Can  you<.weep  for  the  lofs  of  woiU^ 
wealth,  and  not  weep  for  the  lofs  of  your  foubi  and  of 
your  Saviour  ? 

2.  Retire  into  fome  fecret  place,  and  there  me£tate 
on  your  mifery,  while  children  of  Satan,  and  heirs  of 
wrath  :  Firmly  believe  your  fad  ftate,  your  falvadoo  is 
impofiible,  while  in  it.  There  is  a  bill  of  exdiufion  paft 
in  the  court  of  heaven,  again  (I  all  under  a  covenant  of 
works,  which  is  your  cafe.  Gal.  iv.  3b.  **  The  fon  of 
the  bond-woman  iliall  not  be  heir :"  heirs  of  wrath 
muft  not  be  heirs  of  glory  :  there  is  no  falvation  under 
this  covenant,  but  on  a  condition  impoffible,  perfect 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  fatisfadion  to  divine  juftice 
for  the  wrong  already  done*  There  is  no  ^romiie  in 
it  of  pardon,  no  place  for  repentance,  no  aceiepting  the 
will  for  the  deed.  O  pDor  forlorn  foul,  put  the'  quef- 
tion  to  thyfelf,  how  (ball  I  live  in  this  cafe  ?  How  ihail 
I  die  in  it  >  How  (hall  I  appear  before  a  jufl  God  in 

it? 
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it  ?  Surdy,  a  ftttc  of*  wtath  is  too  hot  a  climate  fof  my 
foul  to  live  ia. 

3.  Cherifl)  gonviSions  when  God  fends  thctil :  Go 
not  to  Tttn  away  <imh  God's  atrows  of  convifticm  (lick- 
ing itt  yout  confcienccs,  to  your  employments,  to  work 
them  out ;  to  your  cups,  to  dtink  them  out  •,  to  your 
bed,  to  fleep  them  out ;  to  yoUr  companions,  to  fport 
them  away  :  No,  but  run  vtth  them  to  the  great  Phy- 

'fician  Chi^ft,  that  he  may  t^ke  them  out  with  his  own 
hand,  apd  apply  Gilead's  balm  to  the  wound.     Alas  ! 
'  juany  defttoy  their  immortal  fouls,  by  crucifying  their 
conviflions. 

4.  Prefently  embrace  the  fweet  gofpel- offers  that  are 
made  to  yoil  \  now^  is  the  day  when  the  great  trumpet 
18  blown,  that  out-  caft  perifhing  finners  may  come  and 
accept  of  the  gofpel  jubilee,  Ifa.  xxvii.  13.  Now  li- 
berty  is  proclaimed  to  the  captives  :  Now  the  heirs  of 
wrath  may  become  heirs  of  glory  :  And  what  way  is 
that !  even  by  clofing  with  Chrift  in  a  marriage  cove- 
nant. Come  marry  the  heir  of  all  things,  and  you 
fliall  be  freed  from  bondage,  and  heaven  fhall  be  yout 
dowry.  Come  flee  prefently  out  of  the  dominion  of 
the  law,  into  the  dominion  of  grace  j  and  there  the 
law's  curfes  fhall  not  reaeh  you.  Accept  of  Jcfus  Chrift 
on  the  terms  of  grace,  and  yoa  fliall  have  a'great  heri- 
tage with  him,  an  inheritance  that  ftiali  laft  for  ever. 
Wordly  heritages  do  not  lafl ;  all  your  riches  and  ho- 
noatf,  profits  and  pleafufes,  muft  fhortly  be  buried 
trith  ypo,  they  cannot  accompany  you  into  another 
world  :  But  if  you  accept  of  Chrift,  as  your  Saviour 
and  Surety,  then  the  eternal  God  is  your  God,  >*  and 
portion  for  ever."  O  heirs  of  wrath,  what  arc  your 
hearts  faying  ?  Are  you  content  with  this  bargain  ? 
Are  you  willing  to  leave  fatan's  flavery,  and  become 

children  and  heirs  of  the  great  King  ? 

5.  Remember  that  dreadful  vengeance  will  (hortly 
fcizc  upon  them  that  refufe  fach  a  glorious  heritage  : 
con&der  what  is  abiding  you,  Plal.  xi.  6.  **  Snares,  fire, 
brimfione,  and  an  horrible  cempeftj  fhall  be  the  portion 
of  your  cup." 

Vol.  III.  E  c  Exhort. 
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EMhori.  II.  To  thofe  who  are  font  and  heirs  0^  ,God. 
I  (hall  fptak,  in  ^tfirft  place,  fome  things  to  joa  all 
in  general. 

I  •  Has  God,  of  his  free  mercy  ^d  rich  gncey  made' 
you  his  fons  and  heirs,  then  be  humble,  and  reinteba 
what  you  once  were.  When  God  foupd  you,  you wcK 
*<  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others.**.  Free  lore ^th 
picked  ycu  out  from  among  t}e  multitude  ^fcondcfflil* 
ed  nrtalcfattors,  hath  commanded  your  fetters  to  be  ta- 
ken off,  put  a  pardon  in  your  hands,  and  brought  yon 
forth  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  anil 
nrade  you  *'  ht-irs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  C3>rift." 
You  had  nothing  in  you  to  engage  him  to  love  yoa, 
yet  he  loved  you,  uhtn  you  were  moft  loathfome: 
tKYaK  matter  of  wonder  is  here  :  The  glorious  Bride* 
groom  courted  and  efpoufcd  you  to  himfelf  on  the  day 
in  which  you  might  have  been  led  forth  to  execution  I 
He  took  oflF  your  prifon-garment,  and  cloathed  you  with 
robes  of  righteoufoefs,  and  garments  of  falvation:  He 
took  the  chains  from  off  your  arms,  the  rope  froin  a* 
bout  your  neck,  and  put  his  own  comelinefs  on  yoo, 
that  ycu  might  be  fit  for  the  king's  table  !  Be  not  proud 
of  your  gifts,  graces,  or  attainments  :  but  remember, 
that  ye  were  once  **  children  of  wrathj  even  as  othen  j" 
all  you  have  is  borrowed*  Be  humble  alfo,  and  '^  re- 
hiember  your  faults  this  day  :"  Mind,  how  you  hare 
forgotten  your  benefadtor  \  How  unkindly  you  have 
treated  him  that  remembered  you  in  your  low  eftatc ! 
How  unfuitably  you  have  walked  !  ^*  Is  this  your  kbd- 
pefs  to  your  friend  r " 

2.  Pity  the  children  of  wrathr,  and  heirs  of  hell, 
that  dill  ly  in  chains  of  darknefs.  Be  not  unconcerned 
for  them,  f  eing  ye  were  once  in  the  fame  condition 
with  them ;  ye  have  got  alhorc,  but  your  feUows  be- 
hind you  are  dill  in  danger  of  periihing.  Put  on 
bowels  of  compaiGon  for  them,  pity  them,  and  ufe  all 
means  for  their  deliverance. 

3.  Be  content  with  your  lot  in  a  prefent  world,  and 
be  eafy  under  your  prefent  llraits  and  difficulties,  what- 
ever they  be  \  for  you  have  the  profpcft  of  a  great  in- 
heritance, from  whence  you  may  take  encouragements 

under 
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det  every  triaL  Tou  rray  be  eafy  under  the  world's 
trcd,  and  carry  chcarfully  amjdft  all  affronts  and  in* 
•ies,  for  you  may  expeft  to  be  envied.  Favourites 
princes  are  commonly  flandered  and  abufed  Jo- 
>h  was  hated  of  his  brethren,  becaufe  his  father  (hew- 
more  than  ordinary  kindnefs  to  him.  "  If  ye  were 
the  world,  (faith  Chrift)  the  world  would  love  his 
'n  :  But  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have 
ofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hat- 
i  you,"  John  xvi.  19.  But  let  this  folace  your 
nds  \  you  are  heirs  of  God,  and  dearly  belovt^d  oi 

4.  Live  as  children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  the  king« 
m  ;  walk  worthy  of  yo  ir  dignity,  and  behave  fuita- 
r  to  your  character.  You  have  the  angels,  thofe  great 
icerD  of  the  crown,  and  chief  minifters  of  (late,  ap- 
inted  to  wait  on  you  conftantly,  while  here  below, 
d  you  have  a  glorious  expeftation  hereafter.  She.w 
:th  then  the  greatncfs  and  noblenefs  of  your  fpirits, 
utidervaluing  mean  and  fordid  things.  Let  your 
!cch  and  adlions  here  look  like  the  country  to  which 
u  arc  going,  that  it  may  be  faid  of  you,  as  of  Gideon's 
ildren,  Judg.  viii:  18.  "  Each  one  refem bled  the  chjl- 
•n  of  a  king."  The  heirs  of  earthly  kings  have  been 
ferved  to  haveiiad  generous  and  noble  fpirits,  and 
ve  fcorned  to  intermeddle  with  bafe  and  inferior  mat- 
's. It  i:>  a  common  (lory  of  Alexander  the  Great^ 
it  when  he  was  a  little  boy,  and  provoked  to  run  a 
:€  with  one  of  his  inferiors,  he  firtl  demurred,  and 
sn  flatly  rcfufed  the  challenge,  faying,  **  It  did  not 
come  the  fon  of  a  king  to  fubmit  to  fo  mean  an  under- 
dng,  and  contend  with  one  fo  far  below  him."  The 
ave  fpirit  of  that  princely  youth  may  (ha.ne  thofe 
iriftians  who  are  thp  adopted  fons  of  God,  and  heirs 
a  crown  that  fliall  never  fade  \  and  yet  oftentimes  are 
und  groveling  on  the  earth,  like  the  men  of  this 
Hid,  and  bufied  about  things  very  far  below  them« 
rt  the  heirs  of  heaven  maintain  a  holy  contempt  of 
-  worldj  and  the  thmgs  thereof.  Let  them  fet  their 
;t  on  thofe  things  on  which  worldlings  fet  theif 
irts  \  and  reckon  themfelveo  richer  antt  happier  in 
£e  a  theiif 
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their  reUtion  to  God  ^nd  the  kingclom  ahoTe,  than  aof 
gracelefs  monarch  that  ever  vrore  an  earthly  crown. 
Shall  earthly  men  make  fuch  a  noife  in  the  world,  and 
think  none  ccmparable  to  them,  becaufe  forfooth  their 
heap  of  dung  ih  fome  bigger  than  their  netghboun  ? 
(for  fo  Paul  cfteemj  the  world)  and  will  the  duldren  : 
of  the  king  of  heaven,  "  of  whom  the  world  b  not  wa- 
thy,"  Heb  xi.  38.  be  fo  low  and  mean-fpirsted^  as  to 
be  amufed  and  dazzled  with  the  world^s  vanities :  who 
vet  have  God  for  the  r  portion,  Chrift  for  their  hot 
pand,  heaven  for  their  home,  and  glory  for  their  tr^ 
fure  ?  . 

5.  I^et  the  heirs  of  heaven  be  mutually  conceited  in 
one  another  \  let  them  fympathize  tcgctncr^  when  any 
of  them  is  in  trouble,  and  alfo  rt joice  in  one  another's 
welfaie.  And  mi  hen  the  time  cometh  that  they  arrive 
at  full  age,  and  ar^-  taken  up  to  the  pofTeffion  of  their 
inheritance,  (though  they  be  your  near  relations)  do 
not  quarrel  God's  providence,  or  mourn  **  as  thofc  that 
have  no  hope  •,"  or  carry,  as  if  you  grudged  their  hap- 
pinefs  -,  but  cheartully  fubmit  to  your  Father's  will,  and 
rejoice  in  their  preferment ;  for  the  •*  day  of  their  death 
is  better  than  the  day  of  their  birth.'* 

6.  Be  earned  in  prayer,  that  God  nvay  raife  up  ma- 
ny young  heirs  to  fupply  the  room  of  thofe  that  he  is 
taking  home.  Let  the  heirs  of  God  be  never  fo  much 
increafed,  God*s  children  will  not  envy  their  number, 
but  greatly  rejoice  therein  ;  feeing  the  inheritance  is 
yaft,  and  infinitely  fatisfying  to  both  men  and  angels: 
and  our  heavenly  Father  is  nighly  glorified  in  the  mul- 
titude of  his  children.  Ar.d,  laftly^  When  heirs  are 
brought  into  the  family,  carry  affectionately  to  them  j  • 
be  kind  to  ycung  heirs,  efpecially  during  the  time  of 
their  nonage  and  want  ot  experience ;  be  for  *'  eyes  to 
the  blind,  and  fett  to  the  lame,"  and  great  (hall  he  your 
reward  in  heaven. 

in  the  next  place,  I  (hall  fay  fomething  more  particu- 
larly to  thofc  who  were  at  their  father's  table  ycfter* 
day,  of  whom  I  prefume  there  have  been,  and  are,  fe- 
veral  forts. 

I.  There 
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I;  There  may  be  fome  (I  hope)  that  have  ground  to 
lay.  That  they  came  to  their  Father's  table,  and  l^c 
fipiled  on  themy  and  dealt  bountifully  ^ith  them.  To 
fuch  1  ftiall  fay  thclie  few  thnig«  ;  i.  Wonder  at  the 
luord'^  kindneft,  and  blefs  his  naiBc  with  your  wholtf 
£ouIs,  for  his  diilinguifhing  favours  to  you,  who  were 
by  nature  enemies  of  God,  and  iliildren  of  fatan.  2« 
Hold  fail  and  impr:;vc:  carcfuiy  what  you  h^vc  got^  and 
kt  npt  fatan  rob  you  of  it.  3.  Sympathize  with  other 
^Idren  of  the  family,  that  ha?e  not  won  your  lengthy 
but  perhaps  are  under  great  difcouragements  ^  mind 
their  cafe,  and  fpeak  a  good  word  for  them  no w^  while 
you  are  favourites  of  heaven. 

IL  In  the  mat  place,  I  (hall  fpeak  to  thofe  heirs  of 
heaven,  who,  notwithilanding  of  their  being  at  the  ta- 
ble, remain  full  of  doubts  and  fears,  and  are  very  ap- 
prehenfive  that  God  has  not  yet  put  them  among  the 
children,  nor  given  them  a  right  to  the  heir's  portioa, 
Wei),  what  is  the  ground  of  your  doubting  ?  i .  Oh, 
faith  one,  1  fcarce  feci  the  working  of  the  fanfiifyin^r 
Spirit  of  God  in  my  foul,  which  U  the  common  earoeit 
or  pledge  of  the  inheritance,  that  God  uj[eth  to  give  to 
hi3  heirs  while  here.  Atts.  Though  grace  be  weak  in 
yoM,  you  muft  "  not  defpife  the  day  of  fm^l  things,** 
or  fay  you  have  none  at  all:  Nay,  blefs  God,  if  tho« 
canll  fpy  any  fpark  of  grace  in  thy  heart  at  all,  and  pray 
that  God  may  cherifh  it.  A  man  that  gets  an  earneii: 
of  a  good  bargain,  is  not  much  difcouraged  whether  it 
be  a  greater  or  fmaller  piece  of  money,  a  fixpcnce,  or 
half  a  crown,  for  he  thinks  the  lead  piece  is  a  fufficient 
earned  or  pledge  from  an  honeft  man  of  his  bargain  ; 
and  he  is  eafy,  feeing  he  knows  he  has  to  do  with  one 
that  is  faithful,  and  will  not  go  back  of  his  word :  In^ 
deed  he  might  be  difcouraged,  if  that  which  he  got 
were  not  an  earnell  penny :  But  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference betwixt  a  piece  of  money  that  is  given  in  gra* 
titudei^  and  that  which  is  given  only  in  earned:,  as  a 
pledge  of  a  far  greater  furo,  or  of  a  very  rich  bargain. 
O  heir  of  heaven,  remember  this,  the  fmall  degree  of 
grace  thou  had,  is  given  only  as  an  earned  of  more 
grace,  yea,  of  eternal  glory  itlelf. 

2.  Another 
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2.  Another  may  be  fayingt  Ah  !  but  I  Srant  tlmt' 
loTC  to  God,  that  a  child  (houid  have  to  his  fatiie/* 
^1^  f .  It  is  good  thoa  art  ff  nfible  of  it,  and  ditt  UM 
knoweft  thy  wants.  2.  Canft  thoa  fay,  it  is  thf'gttat^ 
eft  grief  thou  haft  not  more  lore  to  thy  Father;  fci^ 
that  thou  wonldft  give  a  world,  if  thou-waft  muSktif 
it,  for  more  heart- Jove  to  him  ?  Then  take  comfbft^fiNF 
there  is  finccrity  of  love  to  God  in  thy  heaft.  ;•.• 

3.  Another  may  fay,  I  h.ive  not  the  fpirit  of  pnfttf 
vhich  God  ufcth  to  bcftow  on  his  children  ;  I  cankid 
attain  to  thefe  enlargements  and  fluent  eipftrfSons,  that 
I  fee  others  have  in  prayer,  jin/.  i.  It  may  be  thCT 
are  old  experienced  Chriftians  thou  converfeft  wid)^ 
and  they  hkewife  hare  their  ebbings  and  flowingsf  as 
well  as  others ;  for  the  **  Spirit  blows  when  and  Mheit 
he  fifteth  '*  Thou  feeft  perhaps  the  one,  btit  aW  una^ 
quainted  with  the  other.  2.  It  is  thy  happinef$,  thOtt 
haft  to  do  in  prayer  with  one  that  iooks  n6t  fo  nraiA 
to  the  words  of  the  mouth,  as  the  afte^iions  of  the 
heart.  If  thou  haft  a  heart  centering  on  God,  and 
flowing  out  towards  him  in  duty,  God  loves  that  bet- 
ter than  the  moft  eloquent  cxprcflions. 

4.  Ah  !  faith  fome  poor  foul,  I  cannot  attain  to  any 
tendernefs  of  heart  and  frame  in  prayer,  ^nf,  i .  Is  it 
thy  grcateft  grief  and  trouble  that  it  is  fo  i  Then  it  is 
a  good  fign,  thou  haft  foine  tendernefs  in  thy  heart. 
a.  Doft  thou  look  to  thy  elder  brother  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  he  may  plead  for  thee,  and  fend  his  Spirit  to  help 
thy  infirmities  ?  Our  blefled  Lord  Jefus  has  prayed  for 
many  that  could  not  pray  for  therafeWes.  Cry  to  him 
for  the  quickening  influence  of  his  Spirit,  to  enable  yoa 
to  call  on  his  name  i  for  he  **  gives  his  Spirit  to  them 
that  sfk  Jiim.** 

5.  It  may  be  fome  poor  drooping  foul  is  faying,  I 
came  to  my  Father's  table  yefterday,  but,  inftcad  of  any 
comfortable  difcovery,  all  I  got  was  a  frown  :  my  Fa- 
ther frowned,  and  feemed  angry  with  me.  jInA  i. 
Thou  haft  reafon  to  be  thankful,  that  he  took  any  no 
tice  of  thee  at  ail  i  for  fometimes  God  holds  commii- 
niQn  with  his  people  by  frowns  and  reproofs,  and 
tlicieby  humbles  them  for  fin^  and  draws  theni.  neaitr 

to 
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*elf.  2.  Perhaps  God  is  correfting  thcc  for  .fome 
icr  fins  againft  light,  which  as  yet  thou  haft  not 
rned  over :  For  thofe  whom  God  takes  into  his.  fa- 
,  and  puts  among  his  childrcn,\  he  will  corre£l  in 
atherly  love,  but  "  his  loving-  kindnefs  he  will  not 
away  from  them."  Let  all  the  children  of  Ooi^ 
hdirs  of  heaven,  fubmit,  in  a  humble  and  kindly, 
ner,  to  the  reproofs  and  corrcfiions  of  their  bea- 
^  Father.  And  let  them  fay,  as  Elihu  to  Job,  uqder 
harp  trials,  **  What  I  fee  not,  teach  thou  me ;  if  I 
done  iniquity,  I  will  do  fo  no  more.'*     *♦  Lord, 

1  me  up  during  my  minority,  as   thou  pleaf«;ll; 

2  ufe  of  what  difcipline  towards  me,  thou  thinkeft 
for  me ;  only  (if  it  he  thy  blcffed  will)  make  it 
vn  to  me  for  my  comfort,  that  1  do  really  belong 
ly  family,  and  (hall  not  be   (hut  out  of  doors  for 

And  fo  my  loul  (hail  live  and  praife  thy  name.** 
:n. 


SERMON    XVIL 

ji  Sermon  after  the  Communion. 

;    fainting  Believer  ftrengthened   for  his 
work. 

h  xl.  29.  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint ;  and  to  them 
thai  have  no  might,  he  increafeth  Jlrengtb, 

"^HE  prophet  having  concluded  the  preceding  chap- 
ter with  a  prophecy  of  the  captivity  of  the  Jew« 
Babylon,  though  it  was  many  years  before  it  came ; 
n  this  and  the  fucceeding  cl^apter,  furnifties  the 
rch  and  people  of  God  with  a  great  many  precious 
nifes  for  their  fupport  and  comfort,  during  that  long 
:ivity  j  which  furely  would  be  of  great  uie  to  them 
hat  cloudy  and  dark  day. 

In 


In  the  htter  end  of  this  chapt6r»  die  propber  it  f^* 
proTing  the  peopis  of  God»  who  are  now  fuppded  b 
be  captives  at  Babffon,  for  their  onbeKef  and  <le4fte-  - 
^cncy  under  their  affli£Hon,  in  faying  or  tfaittUng  Goj 
had  either  cail  them  off,  or  could  not  help  tbem^  vtffr 
^7.     For  remeclying  whereof,  he  puts  them  ia  npnd  of 
Cod^s  power  and  aSl-fufficiencj  to  help  in  the  gfieatrft 
ffraits,  verfe  28.     And  in  the  teit  and  foUowifigT^ifoi 
he  afliires  them  of  God's  con^pafTian,  and'  readincfi  to 
heip  them   under  all  their  finking  difcooragcinciitSi 
••  He  givcth  power  to  the  faint,**  &c. 

More  particularly  in  the  text,  we  mvj  no  ice  thcfi 
tfiings:  I.  The  fad  cafe  of  many  of  God*s  people  in  ' 
captivity,  "  They  were  faint  and  without  might,"  L  c. 
They  were  under  preflures  and  burdens  both  outward 
and  inward,  that  were  ready  to  crufii  thenrt,  and  nake 
them  faint  away ;  they  were  called  to  feveral  piecti 
both  of  fervice  and  fuffcrring,  for  which  they  had  no 
ftrength  nor  might  of  chemfelves.     a*  We  have  their    { 
mercy   and  privilege    under    this    fad    cafe  \  poner 
and  jirength ;  i.  e.  fpirituaJ  ftrength  mainly,  which  is 
gracioufly  promifed  them   for    their    encourageroenti 
under  all  their  faintin^rs  and  trials*     3-.     The  author 
of  tiiis  privilege,  '^  The  everlafting  God,  the  Lord  Je- 
hovah, with  whom  is  everlafting  ftrength,  who  faintedi 
not,  neiiher  is  weary. **    4.  The  way  how  this  racrcf 
is  conveyed  •,  it  is  in  a  way  of  free  gift,  without  anf 
worth  or  rrcrit  on  our  part ;  he  givcth  it,  and  hc.cB-' 
creafeth  it  •,  he  giveth  ftrength  where  it  is  not,  and  h^ 
cncreafcth  it  where  it  is  already  giyen  in  any  meafure* 
•  DocTRiN£.  **  That  as  the  Lord's  people  while  htite? 
are   liable   to  many   fainting  difcouragemcnts,  undeC 
which  tKey  caimot  I'upport  themfelves,  fo  the  Lord  i^ 
picafed  to  give  them  fuitable  ftrength  for  all  their  cai-^ 
gencies."     This  is  alfo  confirmed  from  that  graciou^^ 
promife,  recorded  in  the  following  chapter,  Ifa.  adu  10-— 
**  Fear  thou  not,  for  1  am  with  thee  ;  be  not  difmtf— 
cd,  for  I  am  thy  God  ;  1  will  ftrengthen  tliec,  yea,  ^ 
will  help  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee,  with  the  righrC 
hand  of  my  rightcoufncfs.'*     And  the  pfalmtft  ccHifirm^ 
this  truth  by  his  own  comfortable  experience,  Piai« 

cxxAviii* 
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Kviii.  3.  **  In  the  day  when  I  cried,  thou  anfveeredft 
and  ftren^henedft  me  with  ftrength  to  my  foul/* 
?he  method  I  chufe  for  profecuting  this  do£trine, 
\  be, 

.  To  enquire  into  thofe  fainting  difcouragen^cnts, 
ch  believers  labour  under  while  here. 
•    Why  the  Lord  doth  let  them  meet  with  fuch 
Is. 

;•  How  it  is  that  the  Lord  doth  ftrengthen  his  weak 
fainting  people. 

\.  What  are  the  great  ends  and  ufes  fot  which  thd 
d  gives  fuch  ftrength  to  his  people. 
;.  Give  fome  reafons  to  prjve,  that  the  Lord  will 
lainlv  give  them  this  ftrength* 
'\p  Make  improvement. 

.  As  to  the  firft ;  viz.  To  inftance  fome  of  thefe 
iting  difcouragjements  that  believers  labour  under 
lie  here,  and  which,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  do  call 
divine  fupport;  And  thefe  are  of  two  forts  9  viz. 
ber  of  a  temporal  or  fpiritual  nature. 
:•  Sometimes  they  mdet  with  external  afflifting-pro- 
ences,  which  are  very  difcouraging  : .  As,  ( • .)  NVhen 
y  are  tryfted  with  poverty  and  wanty  fo  that  they 
)w  not  how  to  fubfift  themfelves  and  their  families  ; 
s  is  a  great  trial,  ^nd  requires  fpiritual  ftrejigth  from 
d  to  help  them  to  carry  right  under  it.  (2.)  When 
y  are  deftitute  of  earthly  friends^  and  have  none  to 
nfort  or  fympathife  with  them  in  trouble  ;  this  ia 
)  a  heavy  trial  that  needs  ftrength  from  God.  (3,) 
hen  they  are  loaded  with  reproaches  and  mifreprefen' 
utns^  and  that  not  only  from  enemies,  but  even  from 
mds ;  .  this  hath  been  very  (inking  to  the  beft  oi^ 
kI's  people.  (4.)  When  they  are  tryfted  with  the 
ith  and  lofs  of  near  and  dear  relations,  pleajfant  chil- 
in,  and  h«lpful  friends  )  this  cafe  hab  been  affl!<f^ing 
many.  (5 .)  When  they  are .  under  bodily  ficknefs 
racking  pains,  £0  that  they  •*  have  no  reft  in  their 
les,  wearifome  nights  are  appointed  for  them,  and 
y  are  full  of  toflings  till  the  dawning  of  the  day.'^ 
)  \yhen  they  have  a  near  view  ot  meeting  with 
ith,  that  king  of  tenors,  and  terror  of  kings.  (7  ) 
Voh.  IlL  F  f  "  When 
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When  rhcy  are  omler  the  opprefiioos  and  periototioa 
of  CTUc*!  etiemict.  Thefe  are  trials  that  dbe  deareft  of 
God'f  chtUiren  arc  ezrcfed  to,  and  under  wkich  ihrj 
would  be  ready  to  faint,  if  they  were  not  ftrcnfj^^ncd 
from  aV'ore.  And  tfpecially  thofe  outward  prefliucs 
are  very  (inking,  9nd  diicourat^tng  to  them  ;  cfpscntty 
when  they  thirk  it  is  their  fin  that  has^  brought  them 
into  thefe  fad  circunn (lances,  or  when  their  trials-  aie 
of  a  long  continuance,  and  it  may  be  ibnDCihinfr  in 
them  appears  to  be  (ingular,  as  it  was  in  the  caiis  of 
the  Jews  in  Babylon.  Then  it  is  that  God's  (Kopie  are 
ready  to  faint  and  fuccumb ;  and  (houid  look  tsi  God 
to  (Itp  in  with  fuitablo  fupplies  of  (Irea^du 

2.  Sometimes  God's  people  are  tryftied  witH  fiuntin|^ 
difcouragements  of  a  fpiritual  nature:  As,  (i..)  When 
they  find  indwelling  corruption^  and  beaft-plagues 
(Irong  and  prevailing  :  This  calie  was  very  affediog  and 
alRi£iing  to  David,  Pfah  bcv*  3.  and  to  Paul,  Rom.  «!• 
24.  and  to  the  church,  when  they  cried  out  Ifiu  kuT»  6. 
<*  Our  iniquities  like  the  wind  have  t4kt:n  us  aiway:*^ 
q.  d.  The  tide  is  fo  firong,  we  have  nomighttaftemit. 
(2.)  When  the  enemy  is  exalted  over  them^  aivd  iataa 
doth  harrafs  them  with  blafphemous  injedions,  honid 
atheiftical  thoughts,  and  violent  temptation^  ^  he  fame* 
times  tempts  God  8  children  to  the  greate(t  of  (ins,  as 
he  tempted  Job  to  curfe  God  :  How  is  the  foul  ready 
to  faint  at  fuch  a  time,  if  it  get  not  ftrength  from  Gqd! 
and  crieth  out,  **  How  long  (hall  mine  enemy  be  n« 
alted  over  me  ?  It  is  like  a  fword  in  my  bones*  when 
the  enemy  reproacheth  me,  and  faith  daily  to  rae,  whera 
is  thy  God  ?  O  my  rock,  why  haft  thou  forgotten  ns? 
why  go  I  mourning  becaufe  of  the  oppreiSon  of  the 
enemy  ?" 

q.  When  God  hides  his  face,  and  they  cannot  get 
accefs  to  him  in  duty ;  fo  as  they  think,  they  are 
given  up  and  left  to  (Ircggle  with  fatan  and  corruptioa 
in  their  own  ilrengtb.  That  is  a  melancholy  cafe  to 
the  foul,  under  which  it  would  faint,  without  £eaet 
fupport  from  God. 

4.  When  tluy  find  their  hearts  wholly  out  of  frame 
fcr  uny  fpiritual  duty  \  by  reafcn  of  much  backward- 
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nefs  to  it»  wearying  of  it,  and  corruption  working  in 
tkecH*  which  carries  them  away  from  God  in  time  of 
duty:  Such  as  athtrifm,  unbelief,  worldly*  mind  edneis^ 
heart  hafdnef^.  &«.  Now  the  foul  would  faint»  and 
wholly  backflide  from  God,  if  he  did  not  fecretly  up- 
hold tt. 

5*  When  the  foul  is  brought  back  again,  as  it  were, 
to  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai,  and  made  to  hear  the  thun- 
deritigs  thereof,  and  the  curfes  of  a  broken  law  renew- 
ed :  The  law  gets  a  new  commifiion  to  take  the  man 
into  cuftody,  and  put  his  feet  into  the  (locks  :  So  that 
the  did  wounds  are  opened,  and  former  guilt  is  revived, 
and  God  feems  to  behave  to  him  like  a  (Granger  or  an 
cneniy^  .  Thus  he  did  to  Haman,  Pf.il.  Ixxxviii.  Now, 
at  fucb  a  tim^  the  foul  is  ready  to  faint,  and  fay,  *^  Is 
bis  nKTCjr  clean  gone  for  ever  ^  Will  he  be  favourable 
BO  mort  ?  Hath  he  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  Hath  he 
ill  anger  Ihut  up  his  tender  merci«:s  ?  ^ut  efpecially  if 
fickncfs,  or  the  mcfienger  of  death,  come  and  knock  at 
the  man's  ddor,  while  in  fuch  a  cafe,  O  I  how  is  he 
diftrefled  with  the  melancholy  apprehenfions  of  death 
tad  judgment  i  *^  Death  (chinks  he,)  is  near,  and  I  am 
Iftoft  ttilready  fof  it  \  judgment  is  approaching,  my  ac«- 
courHs  are  uAclear,  and  the  Judge's  face  all  covered 
with  frowns."  Now  the  foul  indeed  would  faint  if  God 
in  Chrift  did  not  fupport  it. 

6.  As  believers  have  many  fainting  difcouragements, 
upon  the  account  of  their  own  cafe,  fd  alfo  upon  a 
public  account,  in  rtfpc£l  of  the  church  and  land 
IKrherein  they  live :  as,  J.  When  they  fee  a  fpirit  of 
jQumber  and  deep  fleep  fallen  upon  profefibrs,  fo  that 
they  are  not  moved  with  the  judgments  of  Goii,  when 
denounced  both  by  his  word  and  providence  ;  yea, 
thoiigh  **  the  6re  be  kindled,  and  burning  round  about 
them,  yet  they  lay  it  not  to  heart."  a.  When  they  fee 
religion  under  a  great  and  vifible  decay  among  all  ranks, 
Inany  turning  daily  moje  careiefs  and  indifferent  about 
duty,  more  flack  about  family  worlhip  and  fecret  pray- 
er, and  daily  more  carnal  and  worldly  in  their  convcr- 
fation.  When  they  fee  chrii^ian  love  decay,  divifions 
and  animofities  increafe,  malicej  envy,  and  hatred  of 
F  f  2  one 
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flutsi^utf!  thrir  own  thtr«s  ''i^  cuclefe  ahoat  the  fiiap 
of  Jcfos  Chrift  3  T^lmi  they  fee  God\  Spint  in  a 
bd  fncafine  witMrAwn  frnn  the  aifeaiUiet  €if  liit  peo- 
ple ;  ordimnce^  cecome  as  a  feiled  hook,  4rf  drafts 
and  a  mifcarryin^  wo  :  S  (o  th^t  Ichabod  may  be  writ- 
ten on  them»  or  G«iir  dipartedt  when  tlity  fee  con» 
muoions  lifclefft,  and  rot  what  thev  wont  fo  he  Oml 
is  abfcnty  and  yet  few  fenfible  of  the  iodf?mciit^  or  lay* 
sng  it  to  heart,  fo  as  to  lament  after  toe  Lord.  Thcf 
fee  many  bnfy  to  fin  him  away,  hot  few  eodeafuuiiiig 
to  praj  him  back  again.  The  fincere  fij^ken  of  God 
are  often  like  to  faint  under  this  difcooragcment.  4. 
"When  they  fee  m?oy  profeflbrs  making  feoi  llipt,  yta, 
falling  into  fcandalous  fins,  to  the  reproach  of  idigMMii 
and  hardening  of  the  wicked ;  and  Imt  few  Iflce  to  be 
found  fincere  in  their  profeffion.  5.  When  they  fee 
thefe  that  are  truly  godly,  tender  and  confcientkiaf  ia 
their  walk,  public- fpirited  and  concerned  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  Chrift,  removing  and  going  off  the  ftage : 
This  is  a  very  melancholy  and  finking  difeouragement 
to  the  few  that  are  left  behind,  under  which  they  need 
fopport  from  God  :  hence  it  was  that  the  Plalmift 
cries  fo  earneftly,  Pfal.  aii  i.  **  Help,  Lord,  for  the 
godly  man  ceafeth :  for  the  faithful  fail  from  amoi^ 
the  children  of  men." 

II*  The  feccnd  thing  propofed  was,  to  enquire  why 
the  Lord  lets  his  people  be  tryfted  with  fuch  fainting 
difcouragements. 

I.  To  correal  them  for  their  former  faults  and  mif- 
carriages  \  hence  we  read,  Jer.  iv.  1 8.  when  the  Lord 
had  threatened  feveral  fad  thmgs  againft  his  people,  he 
faith,  **  thy  ways  and  thy  doings  have  procured  tbefe 
things  to  thee.*'  God  will  have  his  people  to  fmsrt 
for  nn  \  not  to  make  any  fatitfaAion  fpr  fin,  but  to 
render  fin  bitter  unto  them. 

a.  lo  humble  and  make  them  low,  in  midft  of  their 
great  attainments  and  fignal  enjoyments :  Believen  aie 
ftill  apt  to  be  puffed  up  with  thefe,  if  they  were  BOt 
kept  under  by  humbling  difpenfations.  Hence,  mtt 
Paul  himfelf  had  a  mefl'enger  of  (atan  fcnt  to  buffet 
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him^  **  left  he  fliould  be  exalted  above  meafure,  thro* 
the  abundance  of  revelations/*  2  Cor*  xii.  8. 

3.  To  let  them  know  the  difFerencs  betwixt  earth 
and  heaven,  a  militant  and  triumphant  ftate.  When 
things  go  well  with  us  in  the  world,  we  are  apt  to  fay, 
with  Peter  on  the  mount,  **  It  is  good  for  us  to  be 
here*** -- But  when  thcfe  po  ill,  God's  people  turn  their 
tongue,  and  fay  with  the  Pf;ilmiO,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  27.  **  It 
is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to  G  )d."  When  we  live 
at  eafe,  we  are  ready  to  think  ourfelves  at  ho  iie  :  but 
when  trouble  comes,  we  begin  to  fay,  "  Arife,  let  us 
depart,  this  is  not  pur  reft."  It  is  not  eafy  to  wean  us 
from  the  comforts  of  this  life :  and  therefoje  God  many 
times  doth  rub  gall  and  wormwood  on  the  breafts  of 
this  prefent  world,  to  imbitter  its  comforts,  and  take 
our  hearts  off  it. 

4.  To  awaken  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  make  them 
more  importunate  in  their  addrcffes  to^the  throne  of 
grace,  Ffal-  cxxx.  i.  Chrift  fuftered  the  ftorm  to  con- 
tinue, till  the  ftiip  was  almoft  overwhelmed,  that  'the 
difciples  might  come  and  awaken  him  with  their  cries 
to  help  them,  Matth.  viii.  25. 

5.  That  his  people  may  get  new-proofs  of  his  love 
and  tender  care  in  ftrengrhening  fuch  weak  reeds  as 
they  are,  to  endure  fuch  ftorm s ;  and  in  his  ftepping 
in  fo  feafonably  for  their  relief  and  fupport,  when  rea- 
dy  to  faint  and  fuccumb.  God's  people  have  much  to 
fpeak  on  this  account,  to  the  praifc  of  his  free  grace, 
Pfal.  xciv.  18.  **  When  I  faid,  my  foot  fl,ppeth,  thy 
mercy,  O  Lord,  held  me  up.'* 

6.  To  caufe  his  people  long  for  heaven,  and  mend 
their  pace,  in  the  way  to  it,  Phil.  i.  23.  There  is  a 
great  difiFerence  betwixt  our  prayers  in  health  and  in 
ficknefs;  our  rcpentings  in  profpcrity  and  adverfity, 
Ifa.  xxvi.  16.  Hof.  v.  15.  He  that  in  profperity  pray- 
ed with  a  cold  heart  and  dry  eyes,  can  in  afflidtion  cry 
aloudj  and  mingle  his  prayers  with  tears-  Though 
heaven  was  much  out  of  (ight  and  out  of  mind  before, 
and  he  had  fcarce  a  thought  of  flitting  ;  yet  now  when 
diftrefs  comes,  he  begins  to  figh  with  David,  Pf»l.  Jv. 
6.  *^  O  that  1  had  wings  like  a  dove  $   for  then  would 
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I  iee  awirfv  sod  he  at  reft  2  i  tvottM  faiOeil  tay  efaqDJe 
ffonr>  the  windy  t#mpcft.*  ^  - 

III.  The  neit  thing  i«  to  enquire,  \mw  it  ik  JSbit  At 
Lord  doth  ftten|;theti  his  weak  and  fmintiii^-  ftkifki 
And  here  I  (ha)!  do  two  thingt :  (t.)  Em^welnao  the 
fvatvre  of  thta  fptrhual  ftrength  the  Lord  dotb  ghre  Ut 
fenpic*  (jO  itito  the  way  and  manner  hom^  hci^'eaaif. 
tty%  it  to  them.  1     „       

As  to  the  frj.  This  fpirimal  ftkength^  tifpobAt 
that,  the  foul  is  made  altTe»  and  raifed  ontof  tfacCniB 
of  fin  and  a  natural  ftute,  by  the  quitkeiiibjl^'  ffiSt  of 
God»  And  that  dte  foul  is  united  to  Cbirift  by  faiA^ 
who  ia  the  fountain  and  channel  of  all  gra^  mod  ffim 
tttaJftrcngth.  .  .      i.t      .  . 

But  fM>T^  diffAIy,  God'a  ftiengthdMn|^  hia  ptofki 
imports  thefe  things  :  '  .    t  "t. 

I*  The  Lord's  creating  and  implanting  the  iitirin  of 
grace  in  die  (out,  which  are  the  ilrength  of  the  Smi^ 
and  therefore  called  the  armour  of  Gc^  and  adrJaBM 
and  helmet,  Eph.  Yi.  .    '. 

$4  His  increafing  of  grace  in  the  foul  \  for  he  tat 
only  plants  thefe  habits,  but  (Irrngchena  them,  aiidgi» 
dually  perfcds  uhat  he  has  begun,  Pfal.  xcii.  ti,  13. 

3.  Hib  breathing  on  hii  own  work  of  gracb  in  the 
foul,  and  thereby  ad^uathig  his  people's  graces  and 
dravcing  them  forth  into  a  lively  excrcife  :  Fot  God 
tnuft  not  only  plant  grace  and  increafe  it|  but  i\b  ftt 
it  a  work,  and  bring  it  into  aftioo/'  Phil,  iu-  13.  ••  It 
is  Gcd  that  worktth  in  you  both  to  will  and  todo/^. 

4.  1  he  Lord's  (Irengthening  of  his  faindng  people, 
in  ports  his  letting  cut,  and  conveying  of  fieih  fupplies 
of  grace  to  his  ]  ecpk,  in  the  time  oft  their  need.  Hot 
only  dc  th  he  plant,  increaic,  and  annate  gfaee^  but 
liktwife  he  doth  come  in  with  feafonable  fuppCea  and 
reinforcements  to  the  weik  and  decayed  graces  of  his 
people,  anf^erable  to  their  prcfiares  and  exigsteia. 
Grace  of  itfelf  is  but  a  creature,  and  fubjcA  to  |^rifti« 
and  would  fcon  be  deftroycd  by  the  frequent  sttacls 
mzde  upon  it,  if  it  were  -not  feafonably  reinforced  with 
rtw  iu}  piies  from  its  author.  And  tl.us  the  Lord^ 
from  time  to  time,  feeds  the  believer's  lamp  with  frefti 
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il  \  ^ves  it  more  faith,  more  lov€>  more  hope«  and 
nore  deBres  \  and  thus  he  give&  power  ta  the  faint, 
ind  Rrengthcas  thefe  things  which  re^nalii  when  readj 
:q  die. 

5.  It  iaaports  the  fupplyi/i^  the  foul  with  experiences, 
of  the  power,  mercy,  and  faithful ncfs  of  Gv)d,  f  xr  tbr 
lourtfliing  and  ftren{i;themniT  of  faith  in  the  ti  1^  of 
trial;  and  therefore  we  fiad  the  Lord,  when  he  t» 
drengthening  \s\%  fainting  people^  in  the  text  aivi  con* 
tcxt>  he  refers  them  to  their  fornter  cxpe^icnc^r,  vcrfe 
27,  %%..  *<  Haft  thou  not  heard  ?  Haft  thou  not  hno  wn  f ' 
How  dies  byft  ihou,  that  God  hath  fi)rfalcen  thee  f 
Often  do  we  find  Divid  (Irengthening  his  faith  thit 
way,  Pfal.  xhi.  &  cxvi. 

6.  it  Ged»  in  the  Lord's  applying  to  the  foul  his  gra- 
C1011S  and  comfoftahle  promlfes,  and  thereby  ^Animating 
hia  people  with  fpiritoal  courage  and  nefo!utiju  to 
grapple  with  ail  their  enen»ies  and  dt9icaltie.s«  H« 
(kows  that  God.  is  on  their  (idei  that  hla  '*  grace  ia  fuf« 
ficient  for  them/'  and  that  he  will  never  leare  them^ 
nor  forfake  thenai,"  ILi.  xU.  lo.  PfaU  cxviii.  6.  Ueb« 
xiil  5,  6.  2  Cor.  xiL  9. 

7.  The  Lord  fttcngtheiM  his  people,  by  giving  them 
aR  eqccMiraging  view  and  pf of p€^£k  of  a  happy  outgate 
fvom  all  theif  trials  and.  dlfcouzagements,  and  of  a  gio<» 
rious  victory  over  all  their  enemies,  Job.  xix.  z^*  Rooi. 
xari.  20.  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8. 

IL  i  come  to  the  fecqad  thing ;  viz.  To  (hew  the 
way  and  manner  how  thig  fpiritual  ftrength  is  convey- 
ed to  believers.  And  this  you  may  cake  up  in  thefe 
following  propoHtions  : 

c  G^  has  treaiured  up  in  Jefos  Chrift  his  Son,  a 
fiiincis  of  grace  and  fpiritual  itren^th  for  hts  people. 
As  our  Mediator  is  the  purchafci  of  this  ftrei>gth,  ib  he 
if.  the  truibst;,  to  whom  it  is  given  in  order  to  be  beflow- 
•d  upon  believers :  This  is  ckar,  ( 1 .)  From  the  pro-^ 
mifes^of  God  for  giving  ftrengtt|,  they  run  in  this  chan* 
ncif  ZicchL  X.  1 2..  '^  I  Wilt  (lr<}ngthen  them  in  tl^  Lord  ; 
(.i*  e.  in  Chr id)  and  they  ihall  walk  up  and  downiii  his* 
naoiC)  faith  the  Losd.  (^.)  From  the  precepts  of  Gq^^ 
which  are  itk  the  fame  itram,  Eph.  vi,  10.    *'  i3e  ftron;^ 
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in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  pover  of  his  miglit.**?  m-'l^mdn- 
ii.  I.    **  My  (o'f  be  ftfong  in  the  grace  thstt.wia  Jefiw^^^; 
Chrift  **     (^  )  From  the  pradice  of  die  (aiitt9».tfatf  aU 
look  for  their  ftrength  this  way,  Ifa.  xlr.  24.   **  SiiQ:!):^' 
(hall  one  fay,  In  the  Lord  have  I  ri^hteindbefr  and 
ftrenfrth."     And  Paul  f^ith,  Phi),  ir   13.    ^  kcm  60  ^ 
all  things  through  Chrift   which  ftrengtlidicth. 'oKtS  > 
So  that  Chrift  is  our  head  of  in6aence  and  ttmc^haepi^.^ 
er.    The  ftock  of  our  grace  and  ftrength,.  fince:  jA»luirii3>. 
fall  and  mifmanagement,  is  all  put  in  Chrift^  fcandf ' 
he  is  the  great  fteward  of  heaven,  the  key  4i^tfae  ftor«» 
faoufe  is  in  his  cuftody,  and  on  him  we  muft  liailydfi*; 
pend  for  neccffary  fupp  ies.  -  ?    ♦.•. 

2.  The  way  that  Chrift  our  head  and  treafMKr«oBi*< 
nunicates  his  ftrength,  and  gives  oiit  the  neceffiny  fi^  - 
plies  thereof  to  his  people,  is  by  the  miniftratioo  of  ^the 
holy  Spirit,  and  his  gracious  operations  ahrd  inioncilt 
on  their  fouls,  John  xv.  29.  John  x^.  14, '15*'  --^Aai;  . 
for  this  effed,  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  bel»;vcrs,  m^ 
excite  and  draw  forth  their  graces  to  frequent  z&s.  and 
a  lively  exercife  *,  and  to  give  them  thofe  gracious*  aids' 
and  affiftance»,  their  exigences  do  call  for.  ■.->'* 

3.  The  way  that  the  holy  Spirit  gives  thii^  ftiength  - 
to  believers  is,  in  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  both  pub*  ^ 
lie  and  private,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  4,  5,  6,  7.    Where  we  fee, 
that  thofe  who  would  go  from  ftiength  to  ftrength,  muft 
dwell  in  God's  houfe,  and  attend  his  ordinances.    We 
exped  not  our  daily  food  without  labouring^  tillii^i 
fowing  and  reaping  ;  fo  neither  can  we  look  for  fpiri*-" 
tual  ftrength  but  in  the  ufe  of  the  word,  (acraments^:- 
and  prayer.  .    /  .  %*=^ 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  general  method,  ts,  T0 
fiiow  what  arc  the  great  ends  and  ufes,  for  which^^itU— 
Lord  gives  thie  fpiritual  ftrength  to  his  people.     -.    . -w 

I.  He  gives  it  to  them  for  doing  or  performing  of — 
dutyj  for  without  new  fupplies  of  ftrength,  we  caoi^ 
not  a6l  fpiritually,  nor  pcrfevcre  in  duty  :  Hence  the-= 
fpoufe  cries  out,  Cant.  i.  4.  "  Draw  me,  and  we'wiJl;^ 
run  after  thee.**  And  the  Pfalmift  faith,  Pfal.  cxix.  32— 
^*  I  wiU  run  the  ways  ^of  thy  commandmentSi  wbei^ 

-   tboi-=^ 
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flialt  enlar^  my  hear*."     God's  vrork  muft  ever  be 
done  in  God's  ftrengtb. 

2.  He  gives  it  for  fuffering,  and  bearing  of  croffes 
and  affliftions,  and  we  need  God's  ftrength  that  we 
may  do  it  without  murmuring  or  fainting,  GoL  i.  1 1. 

3.  For  fighting,  we  have  ftrong  and  dangerous  enc- 
miies  to  confli£^  with,  the  devil,  the  world,  and  indweU 
ling  (in  ;  and  we  have  no  ftrength  of  our  own  to  re£{l 
or  fubdue  them  :  wherefore,  we  muft  look  to  God  for 
fupernatufal  ftrength. 

V.  The  next  thing  was  to  give  reafons,  why  the 
Lord  will  certainly  give  fuitable  ftrength  to  bis  people 
under  all  their  exigencies. 

1.  Becaufq^it  was  purchafcd  for  them  by  their  Sure- 
ty Chrift,  and  promifed  to  them  in  him,  Zech.  x.  12. 

2.  Becaufe  they  were,  in  the  moft  folemnand  ferious 
manner,  recommended  to  the  care  of  God  by  his  be- 
loved Son  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  was  leaving  the  worlds 
John  xvii.  11. 

3.  Becaufe  of  their  near  relation  to  him,  and  his 
great  love  to  them  ;  they  are  the  fubjefts  of  his  king- 
dom, the  children  of  his  family ;  yea,  they  are,  as  it 
^^ere,  the  wife  of  his  bofom  ;  and  will  he  not  then 
talcc  fpecial  care  of  them  > 

4.  Becaufe  they  rely  and  depend  wholly  upon  the 
L-ord  himfclf  for  this  ftrength  and  fupport,  Ifa.  xxvi. 
^-  Pfal.  Ivii.  2. 

5*  Becaufe  the  Lord  knows  that  his  people  have 
'^^any  ftrong  and  dangerous  enemies  ;  and  that  they 
J^ave  no  inherent  ftrength  to  hold  out  againft  them, 
leaving  loft  all^that  by  the  fall.  Yea,  he  knows  that  they 
"^^e  a  natural  bentnefs  to  backfliding,  that  the  feed 
^^  the  worft  fin  is  in/them,  and  of  themfelves  they  can- 
'^^t  ftand  before  the  leaft  fpark  of  a  temptation  ;  and  fo 
^^Uld  be  infallibly  undone,  if  he  did  not  ftrengthen 
'**€»!,  Hof.  ii.  7.  Pfalm  xix.  13. 

APPLICATION. 

Tjfe  I.  Of  Information.    We  may  hence  fee, 
X .  That  worldly  profpcrity  and  carnal  joy  arc  no  Cgn 
Voj-.  111.  G  g  of 
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(»f  God's  farfour^  For  G^s  people  ate^RA^id^tM^: 
ny  fainting  difcouragements  here*  Wighcrd  *fllM;«|i 
ceire  their  good  tfaitigs  in  ibis  Ufe,  buft  bcBtPCil  'jfMi- 
things  are  to  come*  .        i  .^.d^sofi 

2.  We  may  Uence  be  infomied  of  the  dUFctaira^iwi 
twixt^the  two  covenants  of  mwh  md  of  gnmi-hi$mf 
by  the Jirfij  was  to  do  all  by  his  own  itthirin<i  <lwiiii|^i  ' 
trait  behevers,  imdef  the  ficmdy  doi  oil  kf  UttBUpei 
ftrength^  and  muft  oonftantly  be  bGhoideater^SMiltf 
new  fupplies.  And  it  is  well  for  lis  d»t  ifc  it  %!iil 
■enr  ftodL  is  £ar  imrer  in  Good's  hand,  tbaasta  Mrjfis* 
When  thd  prod^l  got  his  ftock  ii»  his>  omi  3^m4$^ 
prefently  left  hiis  father's  houfej  v^i  inter mjin^^mfkf^ 
ttfid  (quandered  sU  aWay»  and  fe  would  >  w^  tf  ijBod^ 
fiiould  trnft  Qs  with  it.  Befides^  by  tibts  giatkws  jno> 
thod,.belicvers^re  kept  humble  all  theif  :<tey%.  sItdfBt 
to  keep  up  a  coliftant  correfpoodence  with  «  thtont  d 
grace,  ami  give  all  the  glory  of  their  (hroHgl^bdniiil 
to  God's  free  grace.  Blefled  be  God  ipr  tho  hM> 
ordered  covenant* 

3.  We  may  hence  ice,  how  great  ieenrity  bdieittl 
have  for  their  through- bearing ;  ahnigbty  power  irSi^ 
gaged  for  them  >  they  are  ftrengtbened  and  **  ktplkf 
the  power  of  God,  through  faith,  unco  iahation/^  :Ss 
that  ererlafting  ftrength  muft  fail  before  a  bebei^  can 
finally  niifcarry.  >       ■  ' 

VkW.  Oi  Reproof. 

u  To  thole  who  are  too  fecure  and  confident  y^en 
they  attain  to  any  fpiritoal  comfort  or  joy,  and!  dft  not 
remember  the  fainting  difcouragements  God'a  peepfe 
are  fubjeA  to  while  in  this  world.  O  communsea^ 
have  you  been  kindly  emertaincd  at  this  feaft  I  Be  iiftt 
vam  or  fecure,  all  things  here  are  changeable:  :ii<W 
fuddenly  was  Davki's  cafe  altered  ?  ffal.  xxz.  One 
time  he  is  mounted  up  in  profptiity  *,  bpt  being  too 
confident,  he  is  prefendy  call  down  and  troubled..  Mi 
in  Pfal.  cxiz.  we  find  him  at  one  time  ^*  rejoicing  ill 
God's  teftimonics^  as  mu^  as  in  all  riches  ;"  and  Very 
foon  after,  his  '*  foul  is  cleaving  to  the  duft,  and  melt^ 
ing  fox  beavinefs."  Go  tiot  then  to  build  tea  mftch  on 
fenfible  ccnfolaticns,  for  thefe  come  and  go  zt  God's 
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plcs^ure ;  ft  18  in  heavea  onif  f ou  nui  have  continual 
d»f  witheiit  oiglM:  or  cloudings ;  but  hej^  you  ajrc  to 
look  for  cbjmgcfy  yea,  for  fainting  difcQura^iOAnts, 
therefore  prepafe  for  them  by  fecuring  a  title  to,  divine 
fteength. 

2.  To  ilhefe  believers  who  give  too  much  way  to 
fainting  difcouragcn^entis,  and  do  not  encourage  theoa- 
felres  in  their  ooveoanted  God,  and  hie  flcengch.  I  do 
not  marvel^  O  communicants,  though  ye  be  caft  down^ 
who  ace  feft6ble<of  the  hidings  of  God's  fa^e,  the  pre* 
vailing  of  hcart'plagues,  the  huffetings  of  fatan,  &c. 
but  only  giv^e  not  way  to  exceflive  diicouragement ;  I 
caU  it  lexoefliv^i  when  it  is  Tcaily  to  make  you  give  over 
bopeSf  Jay  afi.de  endeavours,  indifpofe  yoju  for  holy  4u» 
ties,  refi&  to  apply  to  Chrift  your  alUfu&ueiat  help^ 
or  refufe  comfort  from  God's  promifoB  of  ilrength  and 
liif^pont.  Some  lAdeed  think  religion  lies  in  defperate 
unhdievii^  ^thoughts,  and  in  making  of  complaints  :. 
hut  ifurely  there  10  no  religion  tbere^  otberwife  we 
oouft  ix»nckude  Cain,  Judas;,  and  the  xUmned,  to  be 
godly.  £eligion  rather  lies  in  the  agings  of  faith,  and 
inimmng  GoS*  prooiifes  £or  fl:rength€;nii3ig  us  in  do- 
vig  his  wUL 

3.  T^iftAmtniAnA,  whoinA^ntainthe  dodrine  of  free* 
will  i  v»z.  That  k  is  in  the  power  pf.  a  man's  free vwiil^ 
to  do  that  indiich  as  fpiiitually  and  favingly  good,  if  he 
jBtltafeAoiuiehisafttttral  ahilA^s«  Qh!  howhule  do 
thefe  men  know  themfelves  that  talk  fo  :  for  if  it  he 
O0t  in  (the  :  power  of  a  man's  ^ill,  when  gracioufly 
dmagcA  and  yei^ewed,  ^  do  good,  w!ith<)^at  fuperadded 
fupplies  of  grace  and  ilrength  from  God,  fFom  time  to 
thnc,  as  certainly  it  i^  not  ;  far  left  pan  a  natural  and 
ia&r<^oerate  perfion  idp  iit,  that  h  dead  in  trefpafles  and 
fias. 

4.  TfOii2hofe:communi<H«)ts  vwho  look  »ot  entirely  to 
Gtxi  in  Cbrift  for  ftrongth  for  the  work  and  warfare^ 
dnttfis  ;and  4iAculties  before  them )  but  lean  too  much 
to  fomcthing  in  Jthdmfelvesb  or  (onvething  they  have  got 
at  this  0cca£on. 

I*  Some  truft  top  much  to  the  inability  of  thelrown 

icfcduuons  and  engagements  :   They  have  vowed  and 
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fwtmi,  and  thejr  tiope  likewireto  perform  mtoorHinf^fi 
But  do  not  depend  upori  thefe,  ot)iervi4fe  thcf  wiJlfooQ 
foil  y6li ;  as  they  did  Pe^er  after  the  firft  cfommimimi. 
The  Pfalmift  was  under  many  refolutions  fb^^epdofe 
to  the  way  of  duty,'yct  he  fays,  Pfal.  Ixxiti.  a,  '  <•  My 
feet  were  almbft  gone,  and  my  fteps  had  IreM  nigh 
flipt.'*  And  he  acknowledges^  irwaBriothinfj^butGod's 
ihcrcy  that  held  him  up,"  Pfal.  xciv.   i8« 

2.  Others  truft  too  much  to  the  ftabiltty  t)f  dieir 
gracious  habits,  without  looking  to  God  fdf  daily  re-  • 
newed  irfiuences  iof  ftrength,  -  for  aduating  and  re- 
cruiting their  we.xk  graces.  But,  what  is  grace,  fudi, 
loFc,  fear  of  God,  repentance,  hope  ?  Of  themiehrei, 
they  are  but  yantfhing  things,  and  if  they  were  notfea* 
fonably  ftrrngthened  and  fupplied  from  heavm,  diey 
would  foon  dif.  Rev.  iii.  2. 

5.  We  may  here  reprove  thofc  who  make  it  aa  ex- 
dufe  for  the  negleft.of  duty,  They  wantJIrefigtiK  Oh ! 
it  is,  becaufe  they  want  will.'  For  can  you  £iy,  Hut 
though  you  have  no  ftrength  of  yourfclves  \  yet  yoo 
defire  to  caft  your  impotent  fouls  in  God'a  way,  and 
aim  at  duty  as  ye  can,  looking  to  Qod  for  ftro^i 
and  pleading  his  promife  ^  Could  you  fay  thisy  it 
were  fomething.  Were  you  like  a  man  rowing  up^ 
water,  and  ftill  beat  back  by  the  impetuous  flrcani, 
you  might  have  feme  (hadow  of  cxaxk  \  but 
when  you  do  not  make  fincere  attemps,  you  can  hare 
none. 

^efl.  How  (hall  we  undertake  to  perform  duty, 
when  we  are  dead,  and  find  influences  and  flrcngth 
withdrawn  i 

Art/,  Whatever  be  our  cafe  or  frame,  yet  ftill  God's 
command  is  of  binding  force  on  us,  and  obliges  OS  to 
do  it^ 

2.  No  pretenee  of  indifpofition  can  warrant  our 
not  obeying  a  divine  command :  for  our  deadnefa  and 
indifpofition  is  our  fin,  and  one  fin  can  never  ezcufe 
another.  Two  blacks  cannot  make  one  white*  So  that  in 
a  dead  hour,  yqu  muft  cfTay  to  do  your  duty,  though 
you  can  do  nothing  but  the  very  outward  foroi* 

'  3«  You. 
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-  3.  You  muft  aim  at  your  duty  to  prevent  greater  e- 
vils,  for  if  you  neglect  it  wholly,  your  cafe  grows  Itill 
werfe :  .Your  dcadnefs  increafcs,  your  h^rdnefs,  ioipc- 
nitency,  darkuefs,  weaknefs  and  indifpodtion,  will  ^ill 
^row  greater. 

4.  By  aiming  at  duty,  you  put  yourfelves  in  God's 
road  9  And  when,  like  the  blind  man,  you  ly  in  Chrid's 
way,  you  (land  fairer  for  a  vi(it  or  an  alms  from  htm, 
than  thofe  who  ftay  at  a  diltance. 

5.  Duties  performed,  when  we  are  iadifpofed,  may 
be  very  pleafing  to  God,  It  muft  furely  be  acceptable 
to  our  gracious  Lord  and  Mafter,  to  fee .  one  of  hts 
weak  or  lamed  fcrvants  attempt  to  go  his  errands,  tho' 
he  halt  and  make  but  (low  prbgrefs  in  his  way  :  Nay, 
this  will  move  his  tender  heart  to  pity  him,  and  give 
him  ftrength.  And  many  a  time  have  his  fervantsgot 
fupplies  of  ftrength  on  a  fudden,  when  they  have,  been 
cflaying  duty.  Their  fouls,  ."lere  they  were  aware, 
have  made  them  hke  the  chariots  of  Ammadab,"  Cant. 
vi.  12.  .Therefore,  O  di/couraged  communicant  ^  peril  (i 
in  aiming  at  thy  duty,  whatever  be  thy  prefent  frame;. 
Who  knows,  when  thou  art  lifting  at  thy  heavy  bur* 
den,  but  God  will  graciouily  lend  thee  a  Uft  and  lift  k 
for  thee. 

Ufe  III.  Of  Triah  O  communicants,  examine,  if 
you  have  got  any  fpiritual  ftrength  at  this  folemn  feaft. 
Many  a  weak  believer  has  found  it  a  ftrengtliening 
meal  to  their  fainting  fouls.  Mark,  if  it  be  fo  with 
you.  I*  Do  ye  find  your  graces  more  quick  and  vi- 
gorous than  formerly.  As,  for  inftance,  i.  k  faith 
more  lively  ?  Are  you  better  pleafed  with  the  contri- 
vance  of  grace,  and  method  of  falvation,  than  before  ? 
And  are  you  now  enabled  to  abandon  your  own  righ- 
teoufncfs,  and  go  to  your  Surety  Chrift ;  laying  the 
burden  of  your  fins  upon  him,  and  leaning  wholly  to 
him  for  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  :  And  alfo 
looking  to  him  as,  your  head  of  influences  for  heart- 
purity  and  fandifying  grace,  and  ftrength  to  perform 
duty  ?  2.  Is  your  repentance  and  grief  for  fm  increaf- 
cd  ?  Do  you  fee  more  of.  fin's  deformity^  and  abhor  it 
as  the  enemy  of  Chrift  ?    And  are  you  more  afraid  of 
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pierciag  your  .Re4eciner  by  it,  mi  mom  treA|Ifcd.«^ 
gaioft  ivi^Qd  company  and  temptations  to  fin»  tkn  Jm* 
lore  !  ^.  Is  yoor  kme  and  defire  toward  Qidft*  mme 
«nkkenedi  Are  you'imore  reftleis  witfaaut  )ijs/V6« 
fence  i  Would  you  part  with  your  bed  eojofoiciit^  an 
a  woild«  for  a  fight  of  fata  face  ?  Aip  fom  -mdredefiivtts 
of  llear^hoKmcls»  that .  you  may  lie  capable  Id  Heim 
Chrifti  and  advance  the  inteicft.  of  l^h  kinj^dom  I   . 

2.  If  this  ordinance  haih  been  a  ftrenftfaeiMi^.'jMid 
to  youy  then  you  wiU  iind  more  ddifht  m  •dvtf  tlua 
befoi«,  you  will  be  inclined,  and  eaaUed  fee  pcay  aoce 
isrveotlyt  to  iiear  :mgre  atuniivdff .  to  praife  mott.  af« 
fe&tonaiiely^  to  receive  mote  klieaiiigly,  Inxp  tbe  U^ 
liatK  more  exa&iy,  watjch  over  your  facarf  osd  wafs 
xneore  diligently :  and^  in  a  word«  to  be  SMMPe'lnmiUe 
and  paoos  towards  God»  moic  yuft  and  n^hseoM  <to« 
waads  man^  and  nwre  ibber  an^  teaaperaie  tcHKavds 
youiiidveij^  yea,  you  iwill  be  naoncilraid  lo  &Ut4Mrfie# 
^k£t  any  Juiown  doty,  than  you  wr^re  before.  .  .■ 

5*  You  -will  be  more  aodmaied  and  enoouraf^ed  io 
M  4ight  die  good  figfat  of  faith/'  to  refift  tbe  idevil's 
ten»ptation8>  and  the  world's  aJiurenoeoftSf  to  ftri^gle 
agatnft  your  lofts,  and  mortify  indwelling  Jin.  And 
jou  will  be  feuing  confcience  on  the  watch-tower^  to 
give  warning  of  the  eneoases  approach;  and  fom,  will 
not  be  flow  to  taike  the  alarm. 

4*  if  you  hsure  got  mc^-e  Asengtfa,  you  will  be  better 
ireconciltd  to  the  crofs  than  formerly;  and  content  wiik 
patience  and  fubmiilion  to  underiy  what  troubles  and 
affli£tions  the  Lord  thinJcs  £t  to  tryft  you  with  for  your 
foul's  good  ;  yea,  and  ld£B  the  rod  when  it  oomcs,  £Mf* 
icg,  "  Good  is  the  will  of  the  Lord  conceintng  me.'^ 

Ufe  IV.  Of  Exoriaiioa"  Let  me  hence  exbost  you 
to  fcveral  duties* 

i;  Let  thofe  belitevers,  who  are  not  tryfted  widi  fncb 
faulting  difcouragomenta  as  others,  }t^i&  God  for  lua 
tendernefs  towards  tliem,  and  bear  their  fmaller  trials 
ithe  more  patiently.  How  gentle  is  your  exerdfe,  and 
(bul  trouble,  in  refpeA  of  job's,  David's,  Heman'a,  and 
many  others,  dear  and  Aiear  to  God,  who  hare  been 
ready  to  faint  under  their  burdens,  and  prcdBTed  aboas 
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God  is  grsrciOU9  to  you,  he  fees  you  are  weak^  aad  wlU 
not^overbotdeti  you. 

1.  Let  none  mifconftru6^  belierers  exercifes  of  fplrit, 
nor  dcfpife  theni)  becaufe  tl>ey  are  frequently  faint  and. 
difcoaraged  :  For  the  preateft  fpirits  in  the  world  have 
been  thus  ex€rcife<1.  David  vtras  a  man  of  (insular  va« 
lour,  that  had  a  heart  as  *^  the  heart  of  a  Ifon/'  a  Sana, 
xvii.  io«  A  man  of  eminent  wifck>m,  and  therefore 
fatd  to  be  .**  wife  as  an  angel  of  God,"  2  Sam*  xiv.  20. 
A  man  of  a  chearful  temper,  and  a  gr^  matter  of 
mufic,  and  therefore  called  the  *•  fweet  fini^er  of  Ifrael," 
7r  Sam.  xxtif.  1.  And  yet  we  frequently  find  him  fore 
troubled,  bowed  do^  n,  cleaving  to  the  dud,  and  fliarp* 
ly  exercifed  under  the  hidings  of  God's  face,  and  other 
foul-diftrefTefl. 

3.,  Doth  God  give  faitable  ftrength  to  his  people  in 
all  exigences  ?  Let  none  jibufe  this  doflrine,  by  giving 
up  with  the  ufe  of  the  means  that  God  has  appointed  , 
and  neglediing  to  ufe  their  own  endeavours.  For 
though  believers  have  Chrift  to  lean  to  all  their  way  ia 
their  journey  to  heaven  ;  yet  none  muft  cxpefl:  to  be 
carried  thither  upon  his  ihoulders,  without  fetting  down 
a  foot.  We  may  warrantably  look  to  him  for  ftrfngth 
for  every  duty  ;  yet  it  is  in  our  ufing  the  means  that 
tlm  ftrength  is  conveyed. 

4»  Beware  of  leaning  to  yourftflves,  and  neglc£ling 
to  lode  for  this  promifed  ftrength.  (i.)  Lean  not  to 
your  own  purpofes  *,  for  your  '*  goodnefs  is  like  the 
morning  dew."  (2.)  Lean  not  to  your  gracious  ha. 
bits ;  for  thefe  are  but  creatures,  and  ready  to  die.  (3  } 
Lean  not  to  your  duties  and  performances  ;  for  they 
are  defiled  and  unclean.  (4.)  Lean  not  tp  your  frames  ; 
.  fot  they  are  flCvCting  and  unconftant.  And  bcfidcs,  it 
is  highly  dangerous  and  provoking  to  God^  for  to  truH 
in  any  gf  thefe  ;  remember  the  fearful  curfe  that  is  pro- 
nounced againft  him  ^'  that  trufleth  in  man,  and  maketh 
^e(h  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord, 
Jer.  xxvii.  5,  6.  Whom  then  Ihall  we  trail  ?  Read 
J  fa.  xxvi.  4.  "  Truit  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever  ;  for  ia 
the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting  ilrength. 

5.  Let  all  believing  communicants  blcfri  God  for  this 
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new  and  excfllent  method  of  fahration  diroogh  Jdiit 
Chrift.  The  new  corenant  U  far  better  than  fSe  M» 
Now,  oar  ftock  is  not  in  our  own^Kuid,  but  in  ChrifPsy 
and  he  managss  it  for  us ;  which  is  onr  great  happi- 
nefs.  As  when  God  brought  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt  with 
a  high  h:)nd.  he  did  not  fet  them  (*own  on  the  other 
fif'e  of  the  Red  fea»  and  then  bid  them  flrift  their  way 
to  Canaan  :  no,  he  led  them  rn  their  way  ;  yea,  "  As 
a  mm  carries  his  children,  fo  he  bare  them  all  the  way 
they  wcnt.^  So  when  God,  in  a  day  of  his  power, 
brings  an  eTrfl  foul  out  of  fpiritu^l  Egypt,  he  doth  not 
fet  him  in  the  way  with  a  ftock  of  flrength  in  his  hand, 
and  then  leave  him  to  march  through  the  wiMemefs 
alone :  no,  he  leads  and  fupports  him  all  the  way  ;  for 
he  knows  that  the  whole  country  rifes  on  him  in  his 
march,  and  if  left  to  go  alone,  without  fpecial  and  re- 
newed aid,  he  would  nerer  get  to  Canaan. 

^ejl.  But  what  courfe  fhall  I  take  to  get  thefe  fea- 
fonable  fupplies  of  (Irength  from  God,  that  I  may  be 
helped  fafe  through  the  wildcrnefS|  widiout  fainting 
and  npfitting  ? 

j^nf.  Take  thefe  direfl ions  : 

1.  Labour  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  your  own 
in^potence  and  infufficiency,  that  you  may  be  weak  in 
your  own  fenfe  and  feeling  ;  for  the  way  to  be  ftrong, 
i:;  to  be  weak,  according  to  the  apolUe's  experience, 
1  Cot.  xii.  lo.  **  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  .1  ftrong." 
Hence  alfo  it  is  faid  of  thcfe  worthies,  Heb.  xi.  34. 
**  Out  of  wcaknefs  they  were  made  ftrong,**  i.  c.  out 
cf  wenknefs  felf  and  apprehended. 

7.  Humbly  reprefcnt  and  bemoan  your  impotence 
1  eforc  Cod,  like  Ephraim,  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  "  I  heard 
Eplirain:  bcmoa;iing  himfclf,  I  wa«  as  a  bullock  unac- 
ruftorred  to  the  yoke.*'  He  felt  his  own  impotence  and 
averfiOii  to  what  was  good ;  and  then  he  groans  and 
looks  up  to  God  for  power  :  **  Turn  thou  roc,  and  I 
ll.r.li  be  turned  -,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God.**  And, 
in  the  next  verfe,  we  fee  how  readily  the  Lord  (lept  in 
%vith  pity  jtnd  help  to  him.  Thus  alfo  did  Jehcfliaphat, 
and  loundhclp,  2  Chron.  xx.  j  2.  «  We  have  no  might 
agaii  ft  this  grcnt  ccrrpnny  that  comelh  againft  us,  nei- 
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ther  know  we  what  to  do;  but  our  dyes  arc  upon 
thee;  q.  d.  Though  we  be  weak,  yet  we  know  thou 
art  infinitely  powerful,  and  fall  of  compaiCon. 

3.  Ufe  well  any  fmall  power  you  have,  and  it  will 
increafe.  The  right  arm  is  more  ftrong  and  vigorous 
than  the  left,  becaufe  it  is  more  exercifed.  So  grace, 
the  more  it  is  exercifed,  the  more  it  grows,  Matth,  xiii. 
12*  Prov.  X.  29. 

4.  Wait  on  the  Lord  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  the 
means ;  for  it  is  promifed,  Ifa.  xl.  31.  "  They  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  (hall  renew  their  ftrength.  And 
in  Pfal.  xxvii.  14.  "  Wait  on  the  Lord,  be  of  good 
courage,  and  he  (hall  (Irengthen  thy  heart :  wait,  I  fay, 
on  the  Lord."  We  muft  ufe,  but  not  truft  10  the  means, 
but  to  'God  in  the  due.  ufe  of  them. 

5.  Walk  tenderly,  and  guard  againft  every  known 
(in  ;  for  fin  lets  out  the  foul's  ftrength,  as  bleeding  lets 
the  fpirit  out  of  the  body. 

6.  Be  often  looking,  in  a  believing  way,  to  the  Me- 
diator Chrift,  your  Trcafurer  and  Head  of  influences  ; 
and  derive  all  your  fupplies  of  ftrength  from,  and  thjro* 
hioi  alone. 

7.  Carefully  entertain  the  Spirit's  motions,  and  fall 
in  with  them.  "  Grieve  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,*' 
which  is  fent  to  ftrengthen  you  ;  otherwife  you  will 
caft  away  your  ftrength  from  you. 

JLaftlyy  Acquaint  yourfelves,  O  communicants,  with 
the"  word  of  God,  and  its  gracious  promifes  of  ftrength  j 
lay  them  up  in  ftor^  againft  the  time  of  need,  and  plead 
them  humbly  with  God  :  For  prayer,  grounded  on  a 
promife,  is  likely  to  prevail.  This  was  David's  argu- 
ment under  his  faintings,  Pfal.  cxix,  28.  "  Strengthen 
thou  me  according  to  thy  word."  And  he  had  the  ex- 
perience of  its  prevailing  with  God,  Pfal,  cxxxviii.  3. 
*'  In  the  day  when  I  cried,  thou  anfweredft  me,  and. 
ftrengthenedft  me  with  ftrengch  in  my  foul."  I  (hall 
add  no  more,  but  conclude  with  the  apoftle's  words, 
1  Pet.  V.  10.  II.  "  The  God  of  airgrace,  who  hath 
called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus,  after 
that  ye  have  fuffered  a  while,  make  you  perfe£l,  ftabli(h, 
ftrengthen,  fettle  you.  To  him  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  fever  and  ever."     Amen.' 

Vol.  III.  Ji  h  SACRAMENTAL 


SACRAMENTAL 
MEDITATIONS   AND    ADVICES, 

GROUNDED  UPON 

SCRIPTURE. TEXTSy 

PROPER.   FOR 

COMMUNICANTS, 


Prepare  their  Hearts,  excite  their  Affections,  quicks 

en  their  Graces,  and  enliven  their  Devotiqns,  oa 

6ACRx\M£NTAL  OCCASIONS. 

ANO  LIKEWISE  USEFUL 

C*o  promote  gracious  Dispositions  and  Resolutions  in 
Christians,  at  all  times,  upon  the  Remembrance 
of  a  Crucifici  JESUS. 

TOGETHER   WITH   A 

SHORT   CHRISTIAN   DIRECTORY,      \ 

consisting  of 

^orty  Scripture  Directions  proper  for  all  Christians 

intending  Heaven  :  And  a  variety  of  Scripture  Songs 

for  Zion's  Travellers  in  their  way  thither. 

[To  which  arc  added,  by  way  of  APPENDIX,] 

t .  A  Lecture  concerning  the  Inftitution  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  on  i  Cor.  ix.  17.  to  the  end. 

C^L  A  Preparation  Sermon,  from  Jolh.  iii,  5. 

t^lL  An  Action  Sermou,  from  Cant.  ii.  4. 
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THE  eternml  Son  of  God,  when  taking  his  leave  of  an, 
Ufigratrful  world,  inftitutcd  the  facrament  of  the  Supper, 
as  a  lively  refetmblance  atid  memorial  of  his  bloody  fuffcsr- 
ings  and  4eath.  in  the  room  of  his  people ;  and  alio  to  be 
a  bright  add  lading  evidence  ofthe  amazing  love  of  God 
the  Father^  '66q,  and  Holy  GhoJH,  to^perithing  iinners. 

As  God  once  fent  his. Son. int0  the  wurld  in  a  lowly 
habity  cimhed  with  human  fle£h,.to  lave  iinners  ;  fo  now 
he  fends  him  iti  a  homely  drefs,  clothed  with  the  elements 
»f  bread  and  wine,  to  affure  us  of  his  love,  and  to  engage 
as  to  Ciome  to  him.  Kings  expc^  that  their  children  will 
be  refpeded,  though  their  officers  be  negleded.  Surely 
[iailh  God)  "  They  will  reverence  my  Son  :"  They  will 
stake  him  welcome  and  hearken  to  him. 

la  this  mod  auguft  ordinance  of  the  New  Teilament, 
:bc  great  God  approaches  very  near  to  us,  and  we  to  him  ; 
ihd  yet  it  is  to  be  deeply  segreted,  thfi^many,  who  profefs 
bo  believe  this,  come  to  it  "with  (o  little  thought  and  pre- 
paration,  and  with  fo  much  indifferency  and  careleff'nefi;  ^ 
»£  ^itit.  Ob,  (hail  we  adventure  fo  near  the  great  God, ' 
who  is  infinitely  holy,  sa  whofe<fight  the  heavens  are  not 
ptire,  and  in  whofe  prefence  the,  fun  a^d,  Hars  are  dimned, 
fei6d  the  brighteft  feraphims  do  gather  in  their  wings,  and 
Btxount  themfelves  as  little  flies  before  him.!.  And  (hall 
we^  who  are  creatures  fo  mean  and  fo  vile,  be  carelefs  and 
anconcemed,  when  we  niake  the  neareft  approach  to  this 
greait  and  holy  God,  that  we  can  make  on  this  ilde  hea^ 
vcn  ! 

Oug^t  we  not  to  go  blulhing,  aihamed  and  deeply  hum« 
bted  on  many  accounts,  and  particularly  for  our  ingrati-^ 
titde  for  redeeming  love,  that  **  love  which  pafl'eth  know- 
ledge j'*  and  for  our  contempt  of  "  God's  unfpeakablc  gift," 
the  greateft  fin  in  the  world ;  yea,  we  fhould  go  wonder- 
ing that  we  are  out  of  hell,  for  many  thoufands  are  burn- 
ing there,  who  have  not  finned  fo  heinoufly  in  making 
light  of  precious  Chrift  as  we  have  done. 

Moreover,  reader,  confider  if  you  go  to  this  ordinance 
anpreparedly,  or  with  indifference,,  you  not  only  make 
ight  of  the  Lord  Jcfas  Chrift,  but  you  arc  "  guilty  of  the 
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body  aod  blood  of  the  Lord,^'  I  Cor*  iii«  27.  Sarelir, 
tb^t  word  may  caufe  you  to  quake  and  trembte  ^  blood« 
guiitiiiefs  of  any  fort  \s  a  dreadful  fin,  and  efpecMly  tobe 
^ilty  of  the  ^'  blood  of  the  Lord.**  Murder  is  a  fin  that 
cnr5  for  ven^esnce  on  ^be  ^flor,  and  t^iyes  God  06  reft 
til!  he  puni(b  it.  Gen.  iv.  10.    '*  The  voice  of.  thy  bin- 


cryin;;  (io  to  murder  a  common  perf  jn,  whut  nnft  it  be 
to  murder  a  king  >  **  Who  can  Arctch  forth  ht«  hand  a* 
gainft  the  Lord^s  anointed,  anci  be  isuiltleGy'*  1  Ssift.  zxvi. 
91  O  then  what  a  crime  muft  it  be  to  murtSer  the  eter- 
nal Son  of  Gi:d,  who  is  thy  exalted  King^^  thy  evcrlaftiog 
Father,  thy  dear  Redeemer,  and  thy  God,  who  gaYc  ih^ 
a  being.  Child-murder  is  a  heinous  crime,  but^  v^iat 
Cri rift- murder  is,  no  tongue  can  tell  I  If  on  him  that 
ilew  Cain  (that  wicked  man)  vengeance  ftiould-  be  takeiK 
fevcnfold  ;  what  vengeirnce  will  be  taken  on  bim  that 
crucifies  afrelh  the  Lord  of  glory  ?  This  confideratioii 
ftiould  make  all  ui  u^  afiaid  of  careleis  and  un worthy  com- 
xounicatiog.  .:. 

If  we  would  communicate  worthily,  we  mcft  be  eamefti 
not  only  for  the  life  of  grace,  but  alfo  for  the  Hvelinefs  of 
grace  ;  not  only  for  the  truth  and  fincerity  of  grace,  but 
likewife  for  the  a^ivity  and  vigorous  exercife  of  grace. 
bo  that  a  believer  himfelf  doth  not  eat  and  drink  worthi- 
ly, unlefs  the  grace  that  is  in  him  be  excited  and  exercit 
ed  at  this  ordinance.  There  muft  be  not  only  £uth  ia 
the  truth  of  it,  but  there  muft  be  faith  realizing,  apply- 
ing, appropriating,  and  making  ufe  of  Chrift^s  deatb  and 
purchaie  in  this  ordinance.  Not  only  muft  there  be  a 
difpofition  of  foul  to  be  humbled  for  fin,  but  there  muft 
be  a<Elual  mourning  and  melting  of  heart  for  iin,  and  for 
particular  iins,  when  we  look  on  bim  we  have  pierced  by 
them.  Not  only  muft  there  be  a  principle  of  love  to 
Chrift,  but  alfo  an  exciting  of  love  to  flame  out  to  Chrift^ 
who  loved  us  and  gave  himfelf  for  us. 

Worthy  communicating  being  a  work  of  fuch  impor* 
tance,  the  following  Scriptural  Meditations  and  Advtcca 
are  humbly  offered  to  Cunftians,  as  an  help  in  their  pre- 
parations for  it.  Reading,  and  thinking  much  on  theiub- 
jeds  here  propofed,  may,  through  God's  blefting,  be  ufe- 
Xul  to  promote  their  habitual  preparation  for  the' holy  fup- 
jjcr.     Chrift's  body  and  biwod  uciciu  exhibited^  £;ce  pure 
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and  holy  things,  and  (hould  be  received  in  prepared  and 
cleanfed  hearts.  His  body  never  faw  corruption  in  the 
grave,  nor  will  be  mixed  wuh  it  in  hearts  where  corrup- 
tion is  allowed.  It  lay  in  a  virgin-womb,  and  in  a  vlrgin- 
fepulchre,  and  will  ftill  be  entertained  in  virgin-fouls  and 
affections  ;  in  hearts  purified  and  confecrated  to  God.  In 
thofe  Chrift  chufes  to  refide,  and  not  in  thofs  where  fin 
and  the  world,  with  the  lulls  thereof,  are  harboured.  Oh, 
had  wc  grace  to  maintain  and  cherifli  the  fear  of  God,  and 
the  love  of  Chrift  habitually  in  our  fouls,  we  might,  with- 
out much  pains,  be  prepared  for  coming  to  him  at  his  taolr. 

Did  wc  always  bear  in  our  mincls,  that  ficramental  0C7 
Cafions  are  folcmn  appointments,  and  Bethel -meetingf 
with  God,  for  renewing  covenant,  and  entertMiiins^  feU 
lowfhip  and  communion  with  him,  we  would  guard  more 
agatnft  formality  creeping  in  upon  us  in  our  preparations 
for,  and  m  our  attendance  upon  this  ordinance,  than,  a- 
las,  wc  do.  Oh,  fuch  formality  will  provoke  the  Mailer 
ofourfoleron  fcafts  to  withdraw  from  them,  and  then 
what  poor,  dry,  melancholy,  and  lifelefs  things,  will  *:hey 
be  ?  What  are  facraments  without  Chrill'a  prefcnce  in 
them  ?  O  let  us  never  be  fatisfied  with  coramunion-fdb- 
J)aths,  without  communion  with  Chi  id  in  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  would  keep  up  communion 
with  Chrift  in  thefc  ordinances,  let  us  beware  of  relying 
on  oar  previous  pains  or  preparations,  either  for  our  right 
performing  of  our  duty,  or  for  out  acceptance  in  it :  For 
we  arc  never  more  ready  to  mifcarry,  and  to  be  difip- 
pointed,  than  when  we  are  guilty  of  this  reftinj^.  Sun- 
dry go  to  the  Lord^s  table  witii  great  humiliation  for  fin, 
and  yet  come  away  without  comfort :  Why  ?  becaufc 
they  make  a  Chrift  of  their  forrow.  O  what  worth  can 
wc  fee  in  our  tjeft  preparations,  confeflions,  prayers,  tears, 
ho'miliations,  &c.  if  we  compare  them  with  the  law  of 
God  ?  We  have  mor^  caufe  to  be  alhamed  of  th^m,  than 
to  lay  any  ftrefs  on  them.  Could  we  renounce  all  feif- 
confidence,  and  difclaim  all  our  proviiion  in  point  of  de- 
pendence, and  caft  ourfelves  wholly  on  Chrift  for  ftrength, 
through-bearing  and  acceptance,  we  would  have  better 
fUcccM  at  the  Lord^s  table,  than  commonly  we  have. 

Wc  arc  never  more  fit  for  this  holy  table,  than  when 
we  arc  moft  humbled,  and  moft  aftiamed  of  ourfelves,  be- 
caufe  of  our  unfitneP^'^r  this  folemn  approach  ;    and  we 
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9fe  ns«cr  Icfs  fit  iL^in  when  we  think  ourfelves  mod  fit  and 
prepared  for  the  duty.  A  holy  deniednefs  to  all  felf-fuf- 
ncler.cy,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  unworthinef«  ^nd  ixn€tDeis, 
i$  the  bed  preparation  we  can  attain  to  for  this  Ibleaui 
ordinance.  Let  us  make  holy  David  our  pattern,  when 
^oing  to  partnke,  .PUil.  }xxi.  ,1.6.  *^  i;^U  go  in  the 
Itren^th  of  the-  Lord  God  ;  I  will  make  mention  of  tby 
ji^hleoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only."  And  let  QS  pray  with 
the  fpcttft:,  C;i»t.  iv*'  ifu  ^\  A^vfkei  Q  ^url^-mKi,  and 
come,^thou  fouth,  blew  upon  my  garden,  that  the  Ipces 
thcrcDf  may  flow  out.''-   Amen. 


DUNDIE,       7 

Aug.  1747.  J 


SACRAMENTAL 


.  .  .  ^.  J 


ai*     • 


SACRAMENTAL 

MEDITATIONS. 

^mmmmtamaaaBaasaaBaBaetaasmtm\  uiwii  iiiwii  i  iiim-ihui  iiii'^iiiiate—t 

MEDITATION    I. 

Wtom  Hch,  zi«  7.     By  fatth  Nodi  frepiwed  Mn  ari  io  the 
fimng  of  bis  bot^e^ 

jL  hough  the  flood,  that  drowned  the  old  worlds 
was  at  many  years  diftance,  yet  Noah  was  moved  with 
fcar  at  God*a  warning  liim  of  it,  and  prepared  ad  ark 
Ibt  his  fafety.  And  (hall  notonconverted,  unbelieving 
finACfs,  who  have  a  far  more  terrible  flood  threatened 
Ifaitift  diem,  and  may  be  only  a  few  days  diftant,  talcc 
warning,  and  provide  with  all  fpeed  for  their  fafety  ? 
O  fluH  I,  a  wretched,  gutky  finner,  take  reft,  while  I 
am  wilhin  the  flood^marks  of  God's  wrath,  and  not  i- 
rifis  in  cime*to  provide  an  Ark  to  flee  to  for  my  fafety  f 
Bvtj  O  good  news,  I  have  not  the  Ark  to  provide,  it  is 
prepared  to  my  hand  :  God,  in  his  infinite  wiidom  and 
pity»  faatii  made  ready  an  Ark  long  ago  for  k>&  (inners 
oC  Adam's  race  to  fly  to ;  and  now  it  is  completely  fur- 
mSb/oA  and  fiaifhed,  and  all  things  are  ready,  fo  that  I 
iunrt  ipthing  to  do  but  go  and  take  poffcffion. 

O  what  had  become  of  me,  «ui  other  perifliing  Co- 
wei»»  had  we  the  Aik  to  build  for  oarfelves  >  Nay,  the 
whole  cteation  had  not  been  able  or  fufficient  for  this 
pttipole.  How  foon  wonkl  the  raging  flood  of  divine 
wvam  fareep  away  all  the  arks  of  men  or  angels'  build- 
VoL.I{L  li  ingi 
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mg !  But  thanks  be  unto  God  for  ever«  ~for  die  e» 
cdknt  veil  built  Ark  of  God's  derifing,  .for  Aie  nuuif 
fpicious  rooms  and  fafe  lodging-placet  witbin  it,  for 
the  faitable  accommodation  and  picndful  prorifioo  \M 
up  therein,  and  for  the  door  opened  io  ^ht  fide  thereof 
for  perifliing  fouls  to  enter  by.  The  falfafibn  of  finncn 
by  a  crucified  Chrifty  is  a  well-ordered  fcheme,  a  bcao- 
tiful  contrivance !  blefled  be  the  infinitely  wilb  C>ntri- 
ver  for  it.  I  fee  all  thinj^s  in  Chrift  crucified  neceflarj 
for  roe :  he  is  made  of  God  to  men,  *<  wifdom,  rSgn- 
teoufnci«,  fanftification  and  redemption.*'  Th^  is  in 
him  infinite  wifdom  to  guide  me,  a  fpotleft  righleoiit 
nefis  to  cover  me»  precious  blood  to  w^fh  fue,  mHoly 
Spirit  to  fafifiify  me,  his  good  word  to  dire£l  me/  his 
juft  laws  to  govern  me,  and  his  infinite  fnlneCs  to  fap> 
ply  all  my  needs  :---Safe  and  happy  thefi  would  tbci 
were  I  found  in  him.  O  that,  upon  trial  by  Icripcure* 
marks,  I  could  conclude  royfelf  to  be  within  the  Aiifi 
to  wit,  a  crucified  Je/us. 

Can  I  fay,  I  have  been  warned  of  God,  and^ibpied 
with  fear  to  fly  to  this  Ark  >  Have  I  difcovered  my 
fbelterlefs  ftate  by  nature,  the  waves  and  billows  of 
wrath  rifing  and  rolling  againft  me  ?  Have  I  feen  my 
own  inability  to  provide  an  Ark  for  myfelfs  and  the 
excellency  and  fitncfs  of  the  Ark  of  God's  providing  ? 
Have  I  been  made  willing  to  abandon  all  falte  arks^  and 
eameftly  inquifitive  how  to  get  into  the  true 'Ark? 
Have  I  been  made  willing  to  ufe  all  appointed  means 
for  this  end,  to  read,  hear,  medxtatei  pray,  repent,  b^ 
lieve,  efTay  to  climb  up  the  fides  of  the  Ark,  and  prcfs 
to  get  in  at  tlie  door  thereof  ?  Have  I  been  willing  to 
venture  my  all  in  the  Ark,  like  Noah,  notwithftanding 
of  the  difcouragements,  feoffs  and  hatred  of  the  woiU, 
for  fo  doing  ?  Have  1  willingly  acquiefced,  fiielti;rejd, 
and  lodged  my  foul  in  God's  Arlc,  and  been  made  to 
fay,  «*  This  is  my  reft  for  ever,  here  will  I  dwdl  V 
Come  what  floods  will,  Chrift  (hall  be  my  Atk|  h^ 
righteoufneis  alone  my  refuge  and  hiding- place. 

Alas !  upon  impartial  fearch,  have  i  not  caule  to 
fear,  that  I  have  not  yet  fled  to  the  Ark,  but  am  fiiU 
OFpofed  to  the  devouring  flood  ?    And  can  I  be  eafy  or 
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^UiCt.in  Ctich.  a  cafe?  Can  I  forbear  crying^  What 
ihalf  I  do'  to  get  into  the  Ark  Chfift  >  Nay,  what 
would  I  iigt  do  to  jgct  into  it  ?  Lord»  what  wdUld  tho^ 
have  me  to  do  ?  Wouldft  thou  have  me  to  humHc 
h^yfelf^  cpnfclS  napiirh,  part* with  fin,  clofe  withGhnft 
in  allliis  offices f  ,  Prcfcribc,  Lord,  what  thou  wilt,  I 
will  not  fcrupl^  what  thou  enjoins  mC,  b«t  obey  thee 
without' referte.  -I  am  refolved  upon  itj  whoever  it 
opdjfnej  tfti^  thjl?  ifolicitations  of  the  flefli,  the  tempta- 
tions of  (atan,  the  feoffs,  reproaches  or  pcrfecutton^  of 
the  World,  fhiall  not  (lop  me  from  flying  to  the  Ark ;  I 
would,  bjreaktbrQUgh  all  thefe  to  be  found  in  it«  \xftAi 
ipcreafe  and  ilrengthen  my  ^th  for  that  edd;  and 
h^Ip  my  unbelief. 

,  P  how  fuitable  is  the  Ark  Chrift  to  my  deftitufcatid 
miferable  popdjtion  :  In  myfelf  I  want  all  things,  but  I 
fee  a  Tupply  for  all  my  wants  in  the  Ark.  I  am  poor,- 
l)uti  fee. gold  in  the  Ark  to  make  me  rich:  I  atn 
Wounded  by  fin,  but  I  fee  balm  in  the  Ark  to'  heal  my 
wounds ;  I  ain  blind,  but  there  is  ey-efalve  in  the  T^tIe: 
to  make  me  fee  :  I  am  perifhirig  witn  hunger,  but  Ifeef 
;Vread  in  the  Ark  to  fatisfy  me  :  Tam  naked,-  but  m  ttie 
Ark  there  is  white  raiment  to  clothe  me  :  I  am  potlut-^^ 
ed,  but  in  th^  Ark  there  is  a  fountain  to  waih  me  :  "l 
ani  exp.dfed.to  r^ore  terrible  floods  than  Noah  wasi  but 
I  fee  the  Ark  Chriifl  can  fave  me  from  them  all :  NoaKs 
ark  fayed  him  only  from  a  flood  of  water,  but  the  Atk 
Chrift  faves  from  a  flood  of  the  curfes  of  the  law,  atid 
the  wrath  of  God,  which  will  fweep  away  all  th6  un- 
|>elieving  world.  This  flood  rofe,  fwelled  high,  and 
dalhed  furioufly  againft  our  Ark  ;  but  the  Ark  was 
proof  againft  it,  and  flieltered  all  the  ele£l  world  from? 
ifac  flood  ;  fo  that  not  one  drop  did  light  on  them.  O 
how  e3u:ellent  is  this  Ark  \  for  i(  can  fave  me  from  be-i 
Ing  overwhelmed  or  carried  away  with  any  flood,  and 
particularly  it  can  fave  me  from  being  carried  away 
with  a  flood  of  Satan's  temptations,  which  fweepa  a- 
way  many  ;  or  with  a  flood  of  indweJliftj^  corrup- 
tion 5  with  a  flood  of  error ;  with  a  flood  of  pfofani- 
ry,  or  with  a  flood  of  neutrality  and  indifFerency  a- 
^'Mut  ipiritual  "concerns  :  By  which  floods,  multitudes 
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arc  deftroyed.  Let  me  then  by  faith  fly  to  this  Uefled 
arky  nvhere  all  believers  are  prefcrved  from  t&efe  do* 
ftroying  flooHs.  Behold  I  run,  I  fly  :  May  Jcfus  draw 
mCf  and  help  me  in. 

BIcficd  for  ever  be  the  God  of  heareni  for  proriding 
fttch  an  Ark  fcr  fallen  (inners  upon  earth.  I  defirc  co 
count  all  things  but  Jp&  and  dung,  that  I  msy  be  found 
in  this  Ark,  arnong  the  the  preftrvid  w  Ckrifl  Jefiu^ 
whom  no  flood  can  reach.  However  this  Ark  may  be 
flighted  by  the  world,  Fii  prize  it  above  all  things,  and 
count  theni  for  ever  happy  who  get  into  it»  feeing  God 
declares  it,  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  tb^m  that 
are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  ark  was  flighted  by  the  old 
world,  and  Nuah  ridiculed  for  preparing  it  fot  bioilelf 
and  his  houfe ;  but  it  foon  appeared  that  Noab  was  die 
wifeft  man  that  then  lived  upon  the  earth.  Few  there 
were  that  entered  with  Noah  into  the  ark«  and  so 
doubt  were  reproached  and  mocked  for  their  Cngulari- 
ty  ;  but  foon  was  the  world  perfuaded  that  they  were 
the  only  wife  and  happy  men  in  it.  Better  furely  it  wu 
to  have  followed  the  eight  perfons  that  went  into  (he 
ark)  than  to  have  joined  eight  millions  of  thofe  who 
were  drowned  in  the  flood.  Should  I  be  fo  foolifli  at 
follow  the  old  world  in  undervaluing  the  Ark»  I  maft 
lay  my  account  to  be  (hut  out  and  perifh  with  them 
too :  Wherefore,  I  will  not  fear  the  reproach  of  meni 
for  being  Angular  in  my  efteem  for  glorious  Chrift. 
May  I  be  numbered  among  that  happy  compariy  (how- 
ever few  they  be)  who  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in 
fincenty,  and  will  blefs  God  eternally  for  providing  this 
Ark  for  drowning  men  !  May  I  be  one  that  will  ever 
blefs  my  lovely  and  lovii'ig  Jcfus,  that  pitied  me  and 
took  me  in,  when  others  were  waihed  off  from  the 
fides  of  the  Ark,  as  adhering  only  to  it  by  a  dead  and 
formal  profeflion  !  May  I  be  one  that  will  ever  fing  to 
his  praife,  O  amazing  iree  love  !  that  pitied  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  me,  when  the  flood  came  ;  that  gracioufly 
drew  and  determined  me  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  got 
into  the  Ark  and  was  fafe,  when  many  others  were 
waihed  off  and  periflied  for  ever ! 
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From  1  Pet.  a.  4.     God /pared  not  the  angels  that  Jmned^ 
but  cqft  them  down  to  belL 

HOW  admirable,  free  and  diftlnguiflimg,  is  the  lo?e 
of  God  to  mankind  finner^,  in  pitying  ihcui  in  their 
tew  «nj  loft  cftate  !  O  How  different  is  tlic  cafe  oi  fiJ" . 
.ien  men  upon  the  earth,  froni  the  cafe  of /alUd  ang^h  in 
hell,  and  that  of  danmed  fouls  there  \  Manna  is  rained 
down  upon  us,  while  an  eternal  fhower  of  f ^^  and 
brimftotie  falls  down  upon  them.  They  are  bound  in 
chains  of  darknefs^  whilft  thou»  Lor^i,  art  drawing  us 
with  cords  of  love.  Thou  didft  not  fpare  angels,  nor 
take  on  their  nature  5  but  thou  haft  fpared  us,  married 
our  nature,  and  exalted  it  to  the  heavens*.  They  con- 
tinue without  hope  under  the  deluge  of  God*s  wrath^ 
whilft  the  pleafant  rainbow  of  the  facrament  appears  to 
us,  as  a  token  of  God's  covenant  of  grace,  and  of  his 
willingnefs  to  fecmre  us  from  that  oveiflowing  flood,  by 
the  interpoCtion  of  his  deat  Son  in  our  nature*  O  how 
welcome  (hould  we  make  that  gofpel  rainbow  ! 

Lord,  thy  wrath  foon  broke  out  againft  the  angels 
that  fell ;  mou  didlt  punifti  them  immediately  upon 
their  finning  againft  thee.  Thou  didft  not  wait  for 
their  repentance,  nor  make  any  offer  of  mercy  td  them 
but,  prefently  upon  their  firft  offence,  didft  condemn 
them  to  everlaftmg  chains  of  darknefb-  O  how  far  dif- 
ferent is  thy  manner  of  dealing  with  us  !  Long  haft 
thou  waited  upon  us  after  we  have  fmiied ;  yea,  thou 
haft  followed  us  with  thy  mercy,  after  many  refufals  of 
it,  and  even  after  our  trampling  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift  under  our  feet !  Marvellous  and  peculiar  is  thy 
mercy  to  fallen  men  in  refpeS  of  fallen  angeU  !  Glory 
to  fovereign  free  mercyi  chat  thou  didft  not  caft  us  off 
for  ever  without  a  parley,  as  thou  didft  them  \  but  waits 
to  be  gracious  to  us,  long  ftrecching  out  thy  hand,  and 
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calling  us  to  fcpf ntancc,  faying,  **  Turn  yCj  tijtti  jrc  j 

whv  will  ye  die  ?**  .    t^- ..,  » ... 

Againrt  the  fi-ining  angels  God  was  fo  provoked^  f nat 
he  rcfolved  within  himfelfi  and  hath  kept  bSs  refolntioa 
ever  (ince  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and.  will  keep  it 
to  all  eternity,  that  he  will  not  fo  much  as  enter  into 
a  parley  with  thcfe  cjcatures^  however  glorioui  they 
once  were,  nor  be  reconciled  tc  them  upon  any  termaj 

Sea,  that  he  will  hear  of  no  terme,  but  wjlt  .TereiJ^c 
imfelf  upon  them  to  atl  eternity.  May  not  theci  rtie 
hearing  of  this  caufe  us  to  cjuake  and  tremble  ?  for, 
why  might  not  the  Lord  have  dealt  with  us  in  the  fame 
manner,  who  were  far  more  wretched  and  mi ferabLlc 
creatures  than  angels  ?  Surely,  if  a  king  be  fo  angry 
with  ah  offending  nobleman^  that  was  once  hi^  fp^cul  fa- 
Tourite,  as  to  banifh  him  from  court,  and  afterwarcl^ 
hear  of  no  terms  of  reconciliation  with  him:  Would 
not  ^foGtman  or  mean  fcrvant,  that  had  offended,  when 
hearing  of  this,  begin  to  dread,  and  fay,  O  what  will 
become  of  me,  a  poor  man,  when  the  king  treats  Kis 
peers  fo  feverely  ?  I  may  furcly  defpair  of  a  xemiffion  or 
reconciliation  with  him.  So,  in  like  mannert  wc  pobt 
clay  worms,  upon  hearing  of  God's  feverity  to  falleit 
angels,  might  have  been  overwhelmed  with  fear,  if  ttiJ 
Bible  had  not  told  us,  that  the  Son  of  God  his  "  delights 
were  with  the  fons  of  men  ;'*  that  "  verily  he  took  not 
on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  upon  him  the 
Attdi  of  Abraham,"  Heb.  ii-  i6.  and  that  hi  gave  hinrt- 
fclf  to  be  a  fin- offering  and  facrifice  for  men  !  ARo- 
nifhing  news  !  Glory  to  God  for  thefe  glad-tidings  of 
great  joy. 

O  admirable  lote  \oAdan^s  rebellious  offspring  I  Haill 
thou,  Lord, pail  by  at^ls,  and  remembered  us  in  our  low 
and  loft  eftate  !  and  in  thy  infinite  compaiTion  becotpc 
cur  Surety,  to  appeafe  divine  juftice  for  our  hei;i6us 
fins,  when  no  other  facrifice  could  do  it !  O  what  (hall 
we  render  to  thee  for  this  diftinguilhing  love  !  Surely 
our  condition  in  Adam  was  ho  better  than  that  of  the 
angels  who  left  their  firft  eftate.  By  nature  we  were  in 
u  moft  dteadful  cafe,  lying  like  Ifaacy  bound  6ri  the  a|- 
tar,  to  be  a  facrifice  to  the  juftice  of  God,  and" th'e'f word 
of  juftice  lift  up  to  give  us  the  killing  blow,  until  the  Son 
fc.  *  oi 
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of  God  difcovcred  himfelf,  as  the  rim  ca^gKt  in  the 
thickets,  and  calling  to  juftice,  Hold  thy  hand,  Wbfc 
them,  and  bind  me  in  their  rooWi  \  1*11  be'  the  factifi'ce 
for  them.  In  chooGng  fallfen  men,  and  not  aneels^ 
God  gave  an  amazing  inftance  of  the  foverclgntjr  of  his 
grace,  that  would  be  merciful  to  whom  he  would  be 
merciful ;  he  would  pafs  by  the  fuperior  nature,  and 
choofe  the  inferior  ;  prefer  vefTels  of  clay  to  veffcls  of 
gold  I  What  can  we  fay  ?  Nothine*  but  wondet  at 
God*8  free  grace  !  Unfpeakable  love  !  Lord,  it  had  been 
much  if  thptt  hadft  prbvided  an  angel  to  mhiglte  Our 
fufierings  in  hell,  by  giving  us  drops  of  water  to  cool 
our  tongue ;  but  that  thou  (houldft  have  condefccnded 
to  come  and  change  rooms  with  us,*  ly  in  hell  for  us* 
and  fuffer  the  very  pains  and  agonies  due  to  us^  is  love 
that  pajfeth  hnoivledge- 

Lord,  when  I  confider  thy  diftinguifliing  pity,  and 
low  ftoop,  to  purchafe  and  recover  fuch  clods  of  earth 
and  fin  with  thy  blood  and  agonies,  I  am  amazed  at  thj 
love,  confounded  at  my  own  ingratitude,  and  afhamied 
at  the  coldnefs  and  hardnefs  of  my  heart !  Oh  !  was 
Chrift  willing  to  change  rooms  with  the  like  of  me, 
and'  {hall  not  I  be  willing  to  change  rooms  with  him, 
and  at  his  demand  to  part  with  the  filthy  rags  of  my 
fins,  aiid  take  on  the  robe  of  his  righteoufnefs  ?  O  (hall 
not  this  amazing  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  n^e  to  love 
him  again,  and  live  to  him  that  died  for  me  ?  Shall  it 
not  conftrain  me  to  think  on  him  ?  conftrain  mc  to  clofe 
with  and  truft  in  him  ?  conftrain  me  to  commend  him  ? 
conftrain  me  to  hate  and  avoid  his  enemy  fin  >  con- 
ilrain  me  to  adhere  to  Chrift*8  truths  and  ways  ?  to  per- 
icvcrc  in  prayer,  praife,  and  holMJ^alkihg  ? 

Are  fallen  angels  left,  and  fauen  men  pitched  upcfti 
to  be  the  monuments  of  free  jgtace,  to  fill  up  the  va- 
^ai|.t  rooms  which  angels  fell  from  ?  What  (ball  I  (ay 
to  this,  but,  "  even  fo,  Fathier,  for  fo  it  pleafed  thee  :* 
Let  thy  fovereign  free  grace  be  the  eternal  fong  of  both 
|ncn  and  angels.  "  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  un- 
%q  thy  name  be  tlic  glory."  Bleflcd  be  God,  that  1  hear 
ffeis  joyful  fo^i^d  of  rcconcilfition  \vith  fallen  mcp, 
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and  of  a  treaty  cf  peace  carried  on  with  tbem :  The 
devils  nerer  heard,  and  iKver  wiU  hear  fodi  ubmu^ 
Buti  O  if  I  come  not  tn»  and  acoept  of  die  terau  waA  • 
offers  made  to  me  in  the  gofpel.  I  will  put  ajfislf  in« 
worfe  dfe  than  the  dcTiU  :  For  it  cannot  be  chaifoi 
upon  fallen  angers,  as  on  fallen  men,  that  God  wai 
willing  to  be  reconciled  to  them,  and  thef  wooU  wOL 
Nowy  thcn»  when  the  icofpel  treaty  »  prodaimcdv  God 
forbid  I  be  found  guilty  of  refuGng  his  temts,  fcora- 
ing  his  offers,  and  defying  his  threateningi.  O  hoir 
fiiail  I  efcape,  if  1  negle£l  fo  ^reat  and  wotidcrfiil  fid- 
Yation  as  is  tendered  to  me  ?  Negle£l  it,  Lord,  1  d»i 
not,  I  will  not.  Lo»  I  come,  I  accept,  I  emhraoe,  I 
take  hold  of  thy  covenant,  and  the  fcaJ  of  it  tendmi 
to  me':  I  renounce  the  old  cc^venant,  I  break  leagos^ 
this  day,  with  all  thine  enemies,  1  procUira  war  ap 
gainil  them  :  I  clofe  with  Chrift  Jefus,  both  as  my 
righteoufuefs  and  my  (Irength  :  I  make  a  full  and  frse 
furrender  and  reHgnation  of  myfeif  ante  the  Lordf  li 
be  his,  and  his  only,  in  all  I  am,  and  in  ail  I  eiijoy,  to 
be  ordered  and  difpofed  of  for  his  glory  and  terrioe. 
Lord,  I  am  thine ;  I  will  not  be  my  own,  I  will  not  k 
the  world's,  but  I  will  be  thine,  thine  only,  and  thioe 
wholly  ;  thine  to  love  thee,  ferve  and  obey  thee,  with* 
out  reftrve  :  Since  thou  wouldft  have  no  naiaie  but 
mine,  I  will  have  no  will  but  thine.  1  renounce  my 
own  will,  and  take  thine  for  my  rule.  Lord,  Istt 
thine,  O  fave  tliou  me  ;  and  I  will  trumpet  forth  the 
praifes  of  free  grace  and  redeeming  love  for  cftf. 
Amen. 


MEDITATION    IIL 

From  Ffal.  cxiviii.   20.     He  batb  not  dnklt  fo  with  mij 
nation. 

THE  nation  of  Ifrael  was  fiiigularly  privileged  above 
ot'ncrs  ;  thry  were  taken  into  covenant  with  God,  they 
had  God's  woul  i»nd  ordinances,  the  means  of  conver* 

fion 
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Bon  and  £dvation ;  they  had  the  gofpel-reveIati6(i>  the 
knowledge  and  promiiies  of  the  I^iliah.  But  we,  un- 
der die  New-Teftament  times,  and  in  Dritain,  are  yet 
more  peculiarly  pririleged  with  clearer  light  and  dif- 
coveries  of  the  Meffiah,  than  the  nation  of  Ifrael  had* 
They  lived  under  a  darker  and  haxfher  difpenfation  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  by  Mofes,  whofe  firft  miracle 
was  the  turning  of  svater  into  blood  i  but  we  live  under 
the*  clearer  and  fweeter  difpenfation  of  it  by  Chrifl;  him- 
felfy  wbofe  firft  miracle  was  the  turning  of  water  into 
ilnmf,  that  chears  the  heart.  The  nation  of  Ifrael  were 
called  a  people  near  unto  God  j  but  in  gofpel-times  we 
are  allowed  yet  nearer  accefs  to  God,  tlian  they  had. 
The  children' of  Ifrael  were  not  allowed  fo  much  as  to 
touch  the  mount  on  which  the  Lord  came  down ;  the 
iben  of  fiethfhemefh  had  not  liberty  to  look  into  the 
ark,  the  place  of  his  refidence :  But,  behold,  we  are 
adlowed'  to  take  a  near  view  and  ileady  look  of  a  cruci- 
fied Jefus  in  the  facrament,  who  is  "  the  image  of  the 
invifible  God,  thei|rightnef8  of  his  Father's  glory,  and 
the  exprefs  imige  of  his  perfon."  Yea,  we  have  liber- 
hertj  not  only  to  look  to  him,  but  alfo  to  touch  him, 
handle  his  wounds,  embrace  his  perfon,  and  lodge  him 
in  our  hearts. 

The  advantage  of  a  clear  revelation  of  a  crucified 
CSirift  in  the  gofpel- ordinances,  and  particularly  in  the 
Lord's  fupper,  is  an  invaluable  privilege.  If  the  royal 
pfalmiil  admired  the  divine  goodnefs  in  caufing  the 
fun,  moon  and  ftars,  to  fhine  in  the  firmament  for  man'a 
behoof,  and  therefore  cries,  "  What  is  man,  that  God 
is  thus  mindful  of  him  ?''  How  far  greater  caufc  have 
we  to  fay  fo,  when  we  obferve  how  God  caufes  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  fhine  fo  brightly  in  the  firmament 
of  gofpcl  ordinances,  and  the  day  Jpring  from  high  to  vifit 
us  with  the  light  of  faving  knowledge,  and  ot  eternal 
falvation  through  him  ?  Again,  if  the  Pfalmifi:  exalts 
God's  goodnefs  fo  much  in  his  giving  the  beads  of  the 
field,  fowls  of  the  air,  and  fifiies  of  the  fea  to  be  food 
for  man :  What  g/ound  have  we  to  admire  and  praiie 
God's  infinite  mercy,  in  giving  us  the  fle(h  and  blood 
of  his  own  dear  Son  to  prefetvc  the  lives  of  our  fouls  ? 

Vol.  III.  K  k  O 
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And,  Lord,  how  dff(ini|^uUkio|r  is  dsf  gQodacls:ariio 
ire  a  mod  unworthf  cfcaove  i   Bf  thj  ■KiCf  I^ vii 
born  in  a  rzWcj  of  vifion ;  and  I  dwell  m  a  Jighlfiwife 
Goftieni  VI  hen  moltitadcs  of  ochcrs*  m  Pagan^and  Ifr 
pi(h  nationa,  are  covered  with  Egyptian  da^aci^'anl 
fit  in  the  region  of  the  (hacfow  of  death  ;   1 .  licar  h» 
▼en's  free  maikct-days  of  grace  prodaimed*  iriien.odiai 
have  filent  fabbaths ;  I  am  inrited  to  a  nchilsimHib 
ing-hoafe,  when  others  are  ftanring  for  thcwaittnik 
bread  of  life.    O  that  I  could  value  my  mefctnatii^f 
It  is  a  great  privilege  that  I  am  allowed  to  ^^)eak^fi>lda 
great  God  in  prayer,  and  to  hear  him  fpeak  iotojiKitt 
his  word  !  But  (liil  he  puts  a  greata  honour  vpooiM^ 
by  calling  me  to  enjoy  intimate  ccAmantoa  and  £d- 
lowfliip  with  himfeify  yea,  inviting  me  to  6t  down  wi3i 
him  at  his  tablci  and  feaft  upon  the  fruits  of.  Cfaiiftk 
death,  and  beneiics  of  his  purchafe  !    Oh»  I  am  {not 
worthy  of  the  leaft  crumb  that  falls  from  the  childrca'f 
table,  and  far  Itfs  of  being  fet  down  at  the  table  widi 
the  children  to  eat  of  their  bread,  and  (bare  of  the 
dainties  provided  for  them,  by  their  heavenly  Father* 
If  Peter,  after  having  feen  Chrift's  glory,  and  hb  ovn 
vilcncfs,  judged  himlclf  unworthy  to  be  in  the-iaiDe 
fliip  with  Chrift,  and  therefore  ciied,  "  Depart  from 
me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man."    How  (hould  I,  the  cUef 
of  finnorH,  adventure  to  fit  at  the  fame  table  with  hisB» 
and  feed  upon  Im   flclli  and  blood !    Amazing  too- 
defccnfion ! 

O  wliat  diftiiu^ion  doth  God  make  among  jiadoiSi 
in  fon\liii^  the  golpcl  to  them,  with  clear  views  and 
prcifing  oilers  ol  a  crucilicxl  Jefus  to  pcriihing  fonb  i 
Auvi  whnr  km\W  iutvo  we  in  theie  nations,  of  admiring 
the  diUiu|;uiUMP|t  ^iK>dncl'!»  of  God  to  us  inthisrefpefb 
Iryoiui  ('tlwr»  I  Would  \vc  not  admire  his  goodaefs^  if 
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he  caufed  the- fun  fliine  only  in  our  horizorit  as  he  did 
OB  Gofticni'whcn  other  nations  were  coveted  yf'\i\x 
darbiefs,  as  the  land  of  Egypt  was  ^  Yet  furely  the 
gofpel  fun  \i  i)y  far  a  greatermercy.  The  gL>fpel  is  in- 
deed ^  joyful foand^  Pfal.  IxxKix.  1$.  fo  called,  with  ak- 
lulion  to  the  (Hver  trumpets  made  ufe  of  under  the 
hw  to  call  p'-opk  to  the  folemn  affemblies,  ani  to  in- 
timate'to  thein>  the  feaft  of  the  paiTovcr,  which  repre- 
iciited  the  love  and  fuffsrings  of  the  MeiTiah.  A  joyful 
{bund  the  gofpel  is,  indeed,  if  we  compare  it  witbL  the 
iiihind  of  the  law's  curfes  and  '■  threaten ings  thundered 
from  CDCtint  Sinai  againft  fin  tiers.  But,  behold,  this 
yDyfuUibuad,  bringing  falvation,  comes  from  heaven, 
even  to  heaven  darmg  finner^,  who  had  openly  rebel- 
led againft  the  God  of  heaveii!  GUd  news!  blefled 
Bte  they  who  know  the  jojfui  found  ;^ know  it  fo,  as 
to  believe  it,  admire  it,  entertain  it,  and  comply  with 
It  fo  as  to  receive  Chrift  offered  therein  to  loft  Gnners., 
Lord)  I  make  this  joyful  found  welcome  \  it  is  mu(k: 
to  my  ear,  and  a  cordial  to  my  heart.  I  reckon  thesr 
fe^t  ^beautiful  who  bring  fuch  glad  tidings  to  my  fout. 
Ohow  welcome  would  men  make  them,  who  would 
bring  them  an  invention,  that  would  fecure  their  eft^tes 
from  eonfuming,  their  houCes  from  burning,  or  their 
bodies  from  dying  i  But  here  we  have  the  fure  news 
bf  an  invention  that  doth  much  more  for  usjhan.  all 
this  ;  even  a  device  that  fe cures  us  from^hell,  and  en- 
fures  us  of  heaven.  Ought  1  not  then  cheerfully  to. 
comply  with  this  joyful  found,  and  .fall  in  with  the  call 
thereof  ?  God  forbid  that  I  Ihould  ftop  my  ears  at  it ; 
it  had  been  better  for  me  then,  never  to  liave  heard 
of  it  at  all :  How  dreadful  would  my  cafe  be  at  the 
judgment  day  !  How  would  devils,  lucks.  Heathens, 
and  my  own  confcience,  upbraid  me  in  hell  to  all  eter- 
nity, for  my  folly  in  flighting  this  joyful  found  !  Surely 
God  may  flight  the  mournful  found  of  their  pruyers  in 
the  time  of  diftrefs,  who.flightthe  joyful  found  of  his 
gofpel  in  time  of  health.  But,  Lord,  I  blefs  thee  for 
it,  1  love  it,  i  receive  it,  I  welcome  it,  I  fall  heartily 
ia  with  it^  and  will  admire  it  for  ever. 

K  k  2  meditation: 
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MEDITATION   IV.         / 

From  I  John  iii.  i.  '  BehM  what  msfiKer  of  hot  Ag.Ei^ 
ther  bath  hejlovied  upon  utl 

IN  the  amazing  work  of  our  redemptimiy  wef^ave- cal- 
led to  behold  and  admire  both  the  loTe  of  the  Fadwri 
and  the  lore  of  the  Son.  Unfpeakable  love  -of  the  -Fa- 
ther !  that  contrived  our  redemption ^-pitdiedr^pon-aid 
gave  the  Redeemer.  O  how  readily  accepted  ■  he-rf 
Uie  Son's  offer  to  fuffer  and  fatisfy  infinite  jaftiee:  fitt 
fin  in  our  room  !  Upon  our  fall  he  might  ]uftly<have 
faid,  No,  the  foul  that  fins  (hall  die  perfonally,^  I'll  »t 
mit  of  no  furety.  But  glory  to  the  blefied  Father^  fiidi 
was  his  love  to  us,  that  when  the  dear  Soa  faid^rFa^ 
the.,  I  will  be  the  Surety  for  finners  of  mankiad,  Jet 
my  blood  be  fhed  for  theirs,  let  the  blow  light  on  ts^ 
let  me  die  in  their  room  ;  fuch  was  the  love  and  pit; 
of  the  Father  to  us,  that  he  prefently  accepted'  the  «t 
fer,  held  our  Redeemer  at  his  word,  faying,  gBe  it  as 
thou  haft  faid  :  *<  A. wake,  O  fword,  againTl  Jthc  man 
that  is  my  fellow ;  fmite  the  fhepherd,"  and -fpare  ik 
fliecp.  ril  glorify  my  juftice  upon  my  own  dear  So&i 
rather  than  upon  them.  Amen,  faid  the  blefledSonof 
God  :  I  will  be  the  facrifice  ! 

O  love  unfpeakable,.  both  in  the  Father  and  the  Son*, 
human  love,  angelical  love,  is  nothing  to  it !  O  what  js 
the  love  of  creatures  one  to  another,  to  this  love  o( 
God  to  man  !  aftoniChing  love  !  that  the  eterfial  'Son 
of  God,  intreated  by  no  man,  but  hated  of  all  men, 
ihould  in  his  love  and  pity  intreat  for  men  :  yea,-  tia- 
derrake  and  die  for  them,  when  enemies  to  Grod  and 
all  that  is  good  !  "  O  the  breadth,  O  the  length,  Othc 
depth,  O  the  height  of  this  love  of  Chrill,  wiiich  paf- 
fetli  knowledge  T'  I  may  poflibly  feel  it,  but  1  cannot 
fathom  it.   I'he  love  of  creatures  is  nothing  to  the  love 
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©f  Qirift.  It  was  great  love  that  Jacob  bore  to  Rachel, 
that  he  endured  the  heat  of  fummery  and  frods  of  win- 
ter for  her  :  But  all  this  was  nothing  to  the  winter- 
llorm  which  Chrift  fuflfered  for  us.  It  was  extraordi- 
nary love  that' Jonathan  had  to  David,  that  he  would 
peril  his  life  to  avert  his  father's  wrath  from  him  :  But 
4irhat  was  that  to  Chrid's  love,  that  took  on  his  etern.:l 
Father's  wrath,  .which  was  infinitely  greater  than  SauFF, 
and  afluaily  laid  down  his  life  to  avert  that  dreadful 
-ftorm  of  wrath  from  us  !  What  love  was  it  that  made 
him  ftapd  before  the  mouth  of  hell-furnace,  and  fufFer 
htmfelf  to  be  fcorched  with  it  in  the  moll  terrible 
manner,  that  he  mig^ht  (lop  the  Hame  from  breaking 
out  on  us !  Behold  him  rcceivinoj  the  fword  of  jufticc 
Jnto  hi?  bowels*,  to  prev;::nt  its  being  (heathed  in  our 
hegrt$  !  Behold,  when  the  fea  of  God's  wrath  raged 
and  was  tempeftuous,  threatening  to  fwallow  us  all  up; 
Chrift  catpej  and  faid,  like  Jon  ih^  Sp^ire  thefe  poor 
finne/8  !  Uikt  me  up,  and  call  me  into  the  fea  in  their 
fieadi  tliat  the  ftorm  may  be  appeafed  againft  them  ! 
Chrift  was  willing;  to  be  caft  into  the  fea  of  wrath,  to 
be  a  blcfled  piank  of  mercy  for  fliipwrecked  fouls  to 
grip  to,  and  be  faved. 

Admirable  love  of  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chriftf  who  would  give  his  dearly  beloved  Son,  out  of 
free  love  and  pity  to  man,  to  die  and  fufTer  wrath  for 
him  !  and  would  chufe  rather  to  fee  his  dear  Son  ago- 
nizing and  ftruggling  under  infinite  wrath  for.  a  time, 
than  to  fee  an  elciS  world  ftruggling  in  hell  among 
devils  for  ever  !  O  who  can  utter  the  mighty  afts  of  the 
Lord !  who  can  fliew  forth  all  his  praife  !  O  Father  of 
mercies,  from  all  eternity  thou  forefaw  our  fall  and 
mifery,  and,  in  thy  wifdom  and  love,  didft  contrive  a 
noble  remedy  for  us  :  Thou  even  didft  provide  a  Sure- 
ty for  man  before  the  debt  was  contra<Sted,  a  Saviour 
for  him  before  he  was  loft  ;  and  by  this  glorious  Sure- 
ty thou  haft  found  out  a  noble  way  to  fatisfy  both  the 
demands  of  jufticc  and  intreaties  of  mercy,  and  glorify 
both  thefe  divine  perfections  at  once.  By  this,  Lord, 
we  know  thou  loveft  usj  that  thou  haft  not  with-held 
thy  Son,  thine  only  Son,  from  us,  to  be  facrificcd  in 
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our  room,  and  gracioufly  called  os  to  cotnmeUMnit 
thv  love,  in  providing  this  facrifice,  at  thyllblT'tJiMlb 
Irihad  of  this,  thou  mights  ft  juflly  hav«  called  MEJfb 
tUiit5  of  us  together,  to  make  us  a  facrifice  tothy  joftMi 
for  our  heinous  fins  and  rebellious  againft  heatcti;    BcS 
fcch^ld,  t'ou  callelt  us  together  to  thy  tablo  iipMi-fl 
qcite  bth*  r  d;.rigiiy  evrn  to  intimate  to  us  a  facrific^  ^ 
til}'  CAP  provuiing,  fufEcient  for  us  all;  and  afiuallv 
to  behold  the  bleeding  vidim  of  the  innocent  Lamb  of 
God,  who  willingly,  at  his  Father's  call,  gaTC  hinitelf 
to  be  fldin  to  take  away  the  (ins  of  the  world  \     LdnT, 
what  didft  thou  fee  in  fuch  creatures,  to  noake  thee  ttf 
love  us  after-tbis  manner  ?    Nothing,  bat  muth  to  feftall 
thee  lothe  us ;  yet  the  lime  when  we  were  moft'lotbl^ 
fome,  thou  madeft  it  the  time  of  love  !     Surely  ••"Iky 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts,  nor  thy  w^ytf  tw  diir 
ways !"    How  aftonifhing  was  thy  condad  in  rcdeett* 
ing  us  when  loft  ?     And  worfe  are  we  than  detito/lf 
we  be  not  raviGicd  with  the  love  of  the  Fathet  ih-l^d- 
jeQing  our  redemption,  and  with  the  love  of  hit'  fctcr- 
nal  8on,  that  made  him  leave  his  glory  in  heaven,  vA 
even  wade  through  hell  to  fave  the  dregs  of  the  creatioi}. 
O  what  manner  of  love  is  this,  that  the  Father  (M 
give  his  eternal  Son,  to  die  for  thofe  who  deferred  ete^ 
nal  wrath  for  their  rebellion  and  treafon  againft  him- 
felf  !     When  notice  was  firft  givqn  in  this  lower  world, 
that  the  Son  of  God  was  coming  down  to  it  from  hea- 
ven -,  what  could  have  been  expedled,  but  that  his  bu- 
finefs  here  would  be  to  condemn  the  world,  and  haftcn 
the  execution  of  thofe  he  found  in  arms  againft  him  ? 
But,  O  who  can  think,  and  not  wonder,  that  he  fliould 
have  fent  him  to  fufTer  and  die  for  fuch  as  forfeited 
their  lives,  and  dcferved  to  be  (lain  5  yea,  for  fuch  as 
were  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and  full  of  enmity 
againft  him,  unworthy  of  any  place  of  abode  upon 
earth,  and  by  their  wickednefs  fully  prepared  for  hell : 
O  how  furprifing  is  it,  that  God  would,  in  this  our  mi- 
ferable  ftatc,  fend  the  Son  of  his  love  to  die  for  us,  td 
refcue  us  from  defeiving  wrath,  and  purchafe  a  new 
title  for  us  to  life  and  glory  !     Behold,  what  manner 
of  love  this  18;  that  the  juft  ihould  fuffer  for  the  unjuft> 
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llie  Joft  Fffioce  for  the  unjufl:  rebelSf  that  were  in  arms 
acunft  hiin»  the  King  of  Glory  for  the  children  of  dif- 
cSedknces  the  obedient  Son  tor  mortal  enemies !  O 
this  is  fuch  a  manner  of  loving,  that  the  higheft  tran« 
fiport  of  wondering  cannot  reach :  ^'  For  fcarcely  for  % 
nghteous  man  will  one  dare  to  die  \  but  God  commends 
kis  love  to  1169  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift 
died  for  us,''  Rom.  v.  7,  8. 

O  how  am  I  able  to  hear,  fpeak|  or  think  of  this  lorCf 
tnd  jfny  heart  not  burn  with  an  admiring  fenfe  of  the 
freenefs  and  riches  of  God's  grace ;  and  with  a  velie« 
mcnt  hatred  and  indignation  againd  my  fins,  which 
contributed  to  pierce  and  crucify  my  glorious  Redeenv 
er  !  •  Can  I  be  but  raviOied  with  love  to  him,  wlien  he 
comes  to  communicate  his  love  to  me  at  his  table^  and 
fay.  Behold  how  I  have  loved  you,  and  given  myfelf 
for  you  !  I  was  *'  cut  off,  but  not  for  myfelf : — I  was 
wounded  for  your  tranfgreflions,  and  bruifed  for  your 
iniquities."  It  was  for  you  I  was  betrayed,  reviled* 
condemned,  and  crucified  ;  for  you  my  hands  and  feec 
were  nailed  to  the  tree,  my  head  crowned  with  thorns^ 
and  my  fide  pierced  with  a  fpear :  And  all  this  I  fufier- 
ed,  that  you  might  be  laved  from  hell,  and  get  fin  for* 
given,  and  God  reconciled  to  you  for  even 


MEDITATION    V. 

From  Piklm  viii,  4.     What  is  man  tbet  tbou  art  mindful 
of  him  f 

WHEN  David  beheld  the  heavens,  with  its  glo- 
rious luminaries,  the  fun,  moon,  and  ilarsi  and  the 
mighty  works  of  God  in  the  creation,  and  confidered 
what«a  mean  figure  man  made  amongil  them  -y  he  ad- 
mires God's  cpndefcenfion  and  goodnefs  in  his  concern 
and  pains  about  him,  in  his  works-  of  providence  and 
redemption.  Lord,  what  is  man»  fallen  man,  that  thou 
ihouldit  notice  him  fo  much  ?  A  poor,  vile,  finful 
worm !    And  yet  hqw  finguUrly  minded  aud  honour- 
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ed  is  he,  in  God  the  Son  his  undertaking  to  be  tA 
Cautioner  and  Ranfom  ?  Had  he  done  it  for  aiigdi^ 
it  had  not  been  fo  marvellous  ;  but  what  iff  maOj  that 
God  (hould  vifit  him  this  manner  !  (bould  pay  him  a 
homely  vifit  in  human  nature,  to  fee  what  ailed  hiiB| 
to  hear  his  complnintSi  and  know  feelingly  hit  wantfe 
and  miferiesj  that  he  might  the  better  fympathuee  vidi 
him,  relieve,  and  fupply  him  ! 

But  who  is  this  that  comes  to  pav  this  vifit  tO  man  ? 
even  he  th^t  is  King  of  kings^  and  fiord  of  Lords,  who 
is  inHnite  in  majeily  and  power^  in  riches  and  kfaVf* 
Hjw  awful  are  the  defcriptions  given  us  of  him  in  me 
Bible  !  **  Great  is  the  Lord  and  of  great  power.  His  im- 
derftanding  is  infinite.  He  calls  the  ftars  by  their 
names.  "Whatforver  he  pleafed,  that  cUd  he  in  neafcn 
and  in  earth,  in  the  feas,  and  all  the  deep  phoik" 
And  it  is  faid  of  his  coming  to  judgment,  Dan.  tu*  lo. 
<*  A  (iery  ilream  ifTued  forth  before  him,  thou&nd  Ao^ 
fands  miniftred  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand  Itood  before  him."  And  yet  this  AlmiglitT 
Ptrfon,  the  great  God,  condefcends  to  clothe  himf^ 
with  our  nature,  and  (loops  to  the  very  ground,  in  Ac 
mofl  lowly  manner,  to  pay  a  kind  ^dfit  to  his  rcbcllioni 
creature,  man,  even  man  that  is  a  worm ;  and  when 
he  gets  not  accefs  to  him  at  firft,  he  continues  to  ftaod 
and  knock  at  his  door.  O  liow  marvellous  is  this,  tBat 
he  who  was  Omnipotent,  that  could  by  a  word  hare 
annihilated  fallen  man,  and  created  a  more  amiable 
creature  in  all  refpefts  in  his  room,  Ihould  ftoopfolov 
to  him  I  That  he  who  was  Omnifcient,  and  pcrfcftlj 
knew  man's  unwcrthinefs,  his  enmity,  his  ingratitude} 
and  what  unkind  returns  he  would  make  for  the  great- 
eft  kindnefs,  (bould  court  him  fo  earneftly  !  That  the 
Judge  of  heaven  (houW  come  down  from  the  bench, 
and  put  on  the  pannel's  clothes,  that  he  might  anfwer 
and  fatisfy  the  law  for  him  I  That  the  great  General 
cf  the  armies  of  heaven,  fhould  put  himfeJf  in  the  room 
of  a  poor  condemned  defcrter,  to  fuller  for  him  !  That 
the  Creator  (hculd  ftoop  to  die  i'or  the  creature,  even 
the  great  God  for  a  worm, — man,  is  love  that  f wallows 
up  our  thoughts  and  language  I     What  can  we  think  \ 

what 
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what  can  we  fay  of  it !  it  is  love  that  paiTt^thlcnowledge ! 
the  motl  penetrating  angel  cannot  fathom  its  height,  its 
depths  its  breadth,  or  its  length  !  Why  ?  fer  its  height 
is  infinitely  higher  than  the  higbeil  heavens ;  for  its 
depth,  none  can  fee  its  bottom,  for  it  made  him  ftoop 
as  k>w  as  hell  \  for  its  brradth,  it  is  as  broad  as  the 
whole  earth  and  the  whole  heavens,  too ;  it  compre- 
hends all  his  people,  even  the  pooreft  out-caft  on  earth, 
as  weU  as  the  higheft  faint  in  heaven ;  for  its  length,  \$, 
never  ends,  but  continues  without  interruption,  not- 
withftanding  of  provocation5 ;  niay,  it  is  drawn  out  pa- 
rallel with  the  longed  line  of  etennity. 

Lord^  what  is  man,  that  thou  fhould  have  minded 
hihi,  vifited  him,  and  loved  him  fo !  A  creature  mod 
unlbyely,  ugly  and  black  as  hell  >  that  had  got  the  i- 
niiagc  of  God  razed  out,  and  the  image  of  Satan  pic« 
tared  in  its  room.  A  creature  lame  and  itnpotenr,  that 
could  not  rift  but  as  Chrill  lifted  iiim,  could  not  Hand 
but  as  he  upheld  him,  could  not  walk  but  as  he  led.him> 
nor  move  but  as  he  drew  him.  A  rebel,  that  was  in 
league  with  hell,  that  hated  his  Sovereign,  and  was  pfotf 
tirig  with  the  devil  to  pull  the  crown  otF  his  head.  A 
creature  made  loathfome  by  (in  in  God\s  dght^  yea,  more 
loathfome  than  the  new-born  infant  wallowing  in  its 
blood,  than  Job  when  full  of  boils,  than  L4zarus  full  of 
fores,  or  a  dead  carcafe  crawling  with  worms.  A  crea« 
turie  that  was  undcfirous  of  God's  vifit  or  help,  and  un^ 
willing  to  accept  of  it  \  that  faid  to  hiin,  <^  Depart 
from  us,  we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  ihy  ways." 
A  creature  that  contemned  his  love,  rejefted  his  offerSf 
and  trampled  his  blood.  Who  would  have  pitied  fuch 
a  creature  ?  one  fo  poor,  fo  vile,  fo4hifcrable  !  It  had 
been  much  to  have  given  him  an  alms ;  but  for  the 
Son  of  God  to  give  his  life  fon  jiim,  may  ftrike  men 
and  angels  with  aftonifhing  furprjifc  for  ever.  "  Lord, 
what  is  man/'  a  poor  feeble  crawling  worm,  "  that 
thou  IhouJdft  be  mindful  of  him"  after  this  manner  ? 
And  what  are  we,  that  we  fhould  ftill  have  the  offers  of 
this  love  continued  to  us  ?  O  fliall  we  ever  make  light  of 
this  love  any  more  ?  '*  1  believe,  Lord,  help  my  unbelief.'* 
I'hcre  is  a  parallel  text,  Pfal.  cxliv.  3.  "  Lord, 
VoL.IlL  LI  what 
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^vhat  IS  matii  that  thou  taked  knowledge  of  him  ?    Or 
the  foil  of  man,  that  thou  makefl;  account  of  bim?" 
What  a  poor  little  thing  is  man,  that  thou   fliouldft 
make  fo  great  account  of  him,  put  fuch  fefped  upon 
him  above  all  other  creatures,  fo  as  to  condefcend  to 
(land  in  a  nearer  relation  to  him  than  to  any  other;  as 
that  of  a  Father,  a  Brother,  a  Hufband,  a  Friend,  &c. 
yea  more,  thou  haft  dignified  this  poor  thin^  man,  fo 
much,  as  to  affume  his  nature  into  an  ineffable,  per- 
fonal  union  with  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  ever  gkmoni 
Trinity,  whereby  the  nature  of  man  is  exatted  abore  all 
the  angels  of  heaven.     It  is  not  the  angelical,  but  the 
human  nature,  which  God  hath  chofen  to  tabernacle 
in  ;  and  now  it  is  honoured  fo  far,  as  to  be  fet  on  tbe 
right-hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high.    The  great  accbimt 
God  hath  of  this  little  thing,  man,  appears  further  in  tbe 
great  coft  he  hath  laid  out  for  him.     Why,  God  not 
only  gives  his  creatures  to  die  for  mad,  to  yield  Uni 
food,  but  he  alfo  gives  his  Chrift  to  die  for  him,  to  pro- 
cure him  eternal  life.     Again,  how  great  is  the  good- 
nefs  which  God  hath  laid  up  for  him  hereafter }    Eye 
hath  not  feen  it,  ear  hath  not  heard  it,  nor  bath  it  eih 
tered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  how  great  it  is! 
O  what  a  favourite  of  heaven  muft  this  little  creature, 
man,  be  ! 

Lord,  who  can  but  wonder  at  the  honour  thou  haft 
already  put  upon  man,  and  at  the  favours  thou  ftill  de- 
signs for  him  !  Great  things  haft  thou  laid  out,  and 
great  things  haft  thou  laid  up  for  man.  I  admire  thy 
low  ftoop  in  the  vifit  thou  madft  man,  in  the  incamap 
tion  of  tny  dear  Son,  and  in  thy  vifit  in  the  gofpel-pro- 
clamation,  and  offer  of  pardon  through  him  !  but  let  mc 
ftill  plead  for  another  vifit,  in  the  effufion  of  thy  holy 
Spirit :  This  other  vifit  thou  knoweft  is  necefTary,  to 
make  the  former  efFeAual  to  my  falvation.  May  then 
thy  holy  Spirit  work  faith  in  me,  to  fall  in  with  thy  glo- 
rious device  for  the  redemption  of  man  in  all  points,  to 
accept  of  thy  love-  offers,  and  reft  upon  thy  free  pro- 
mifes  of  falvation  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  mod 
perfedt  righteoufnefs.     Amen. 

MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    VI. 

From  I  Cor.  x.  4.     And  that  Rock  was  Chrifl» 

HOW  ufcful  was  that  rock  in  the  wildsrnefs  to  the 
raelites'  fo|ouming  there»  after  it  was  fmitten  by  Mo- 
s's  rod  :  When  they  were  ready  to  periQi  in  that  dry 
ikttf  the  rock  fent  forth  dreams  of  water  ta  them  in 
reat  abundance ;  ftreams  that  followed  them  .up  hilL 
id  down  dale,  in  all  their  turnings  and,  windings, 
larches  and  countermarches^  through  that  weary  land. 
*hat  rock  was  to  them  a  lively  type  of  Chrift,  who,  being 
nitten  by  the  rod  of  the  law's  curfew »  whofe  minifter 
f  ofes  was,  fends  forth  plentiful  fupplies  to  his  people, 
rhile  travelling  in  the  wildernefs  of  this  world.  There 
re  two  principal  ftreams  of  blefiings  which  he  fends 
^rth,  moft  ufeful  to  us ;  to  wit,  a  ftream  of  blood  for 
^xjufiijication^  and  a  ftream  of  the  Spirit  for  our  fane* 
fication*    The  channel  or  conduit-pipesi  for  conveying 
liefe  ftreams  to  us,  are  the  ordinances  and  promifes  of 
le  gofpel,  and  throu£;h  thefe  pipes  thefe  blefied  ftreams 
un  fieely  to  all  true  believers,  from  the  Rock  Chrift^ 
fhich  was  broached  for  them. 

Oh,  how  coftly  was  oar  redemption  to  our  dear  kinf- 
nan  Jefus  Chrift  !  dear  did  our  fouls  coft  him  !  The 
lock  of  our  falvation  was  cleaved  afunder,  rent  and 
iierced  to  the  very  heart,  to  let  out  the  waters  of  life 
o  us,  by  which  only  we  can  be  preferved  from  eternal 
[eatl^  and  obtain  eternal  life.  How  coftly  and  pre- 
vious are  the  ftreaftis  of  Chrift's  blood  and  Spirit,  his 
n^Tcy  and  grace,  which  flow  from  the  fmitten  Rock, 
ind  follow  us  through  the  wildernefs  in  the  free  offers 
>f  the  gofpel !  They  are  life-giving  ftreams,  fire-quench- 
ng,  heart-foftning,  foul-cleanfing,  healing  and  fru£li- 
ying  ftreams :  Welcome,  then,  ftiould  we  make  thefe 
Ireams  to  our  fouls  in  this  dry  and  thirfty  land.  Like- 
wife  the  rock  was  to  the  Ifraelites  a  ftiadow  from  the 
icat,  and  a  covert  from  tempefts  and  ftorms :  So  Chrift 
5ur  Rock  fcrcens  us  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  vindic- 
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tsTf  juftice,  and  from  the  waves  and  billows  of  God'i 
wrath.  How  RcccriTary  and  nfcfol  b  the  Rode  ChvA 
to  tht:  fouh  of  faikn  men  !  Oh,  let  me  nerer,  Jcflnmiii- 
like,  lightly  eftecm  this  Rock  cf  our  falratioii.  O  let 
me  never  ^o  to  faife  rocks,  or  faifc  ftreams,  for  flielter 
or  fupplr  in  ftraits,  tirhen  the  true  Rock  is  fo  near, 
and  the  fdving  dreams  run  fo  clofe  by  my  door; yea 
follow  me  daily  in  the  channel  of  the  word  and  facta- 
ments ;  (Ire-dims  appointed  by  Heaven  to  anfwer  all  die 
cafes  and  ailments  of  loft  finners.  O  (hall  God  in  hii 
tender  mercy  provide  fuch  a  wonderful  remedy,  fettk 
Rock  a-broach  for  me,  and  caufe  its  ftreams  to  (bltov 
me ;  and  I  (liall  be  fo  foolifh  as  turn  my  back  upon 
them,  and  refufe  to  apply  or  make  ufe  of  them  ?  O  6fe 
me  from  fuch  curfed  ingratitude  and  madnefs  ;  '*  i  b^ 
licve,  liOrd,  help  my  unbelief. ** 

O  how  much  (hould  my  heart  be  affeQed  at  theholf 
table,  when  I  fee  the  Rock  of  my  falvation  fmitten  bf 
the  rod  of  juftice,  and  behold  the  bloody  fpear  pierce 
into  his  heart !    O  Rock  of  ages,  what  made  thee  to 
rend  and  cleave  fo  !  O  brightnefs  of  thy  Father's  j(!o- 
ly,  who  hath  disfigured  thee  fo  ?  O  River  of  life,  dear 
as  cryftal,  who  hath  troubled  thee  fo  ?    Oh,  it  was  mf 
(ins,  my  pride,  my  pafiion,  my  unbelief,  nry  worldlineds, 
my  hardiiefs,  impenitence,  &c.  thefc  were  the  caufe  of 
my  Redeemer's  fufferings.     The  iniquities  of  finful 
men  were  laid  upon  him.     When  he  was  pierced,  it 
was  I  that  ftiould  hrtve  been  fmitten.    When  he  groan- 
ed and  fwate  blood,  1  fhould  have  howled  and   roared 
in  hell.     Harder  than  the  rock  is  my  heart,  if  I  can  fee 
my  dear  Saviour  fmitten  and  pierced,  and  not  mourn. 
O  can  1  fte  his  fide  and  heart  ftreaming  cut  blood, 
and  mine  eyes  not  pour  out  tears  !    Can  I   behold  the 
Roclw  fmitten  fcr  the  fins  of  men,  and  not  adore  the 
holinefs  and  juflice  of  God  manifefted  therein  ?  Can  I 
fee  my  innocent  Saviour  wounded  snd  flain  for  my  (ins, 
and  my  foul  not  hate  them ;  yea,  (hall  1  not  be  filled 
with  horror  and  trembling  at  temptations  to  fm  ? 

Let  me,  at  my  Saviour's  call,  approach  to  his  table, 
and  come  near  to  the  Rock  of  my  falvation,  and  hearken 
to  the  raging  billows  of  infinite  wrath,  dalhing  againft 
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.the  Rock  for  my  (ins,  and  even  making  the  Rock  to 
groan,  fweat  and  tremble  under  the  preflure.  O  what 
A  dreadful  hurricane  of  wrath  did  he  endure,  to  keep 
the  fwelling  ocean  of  divine  wrath  from  overflowing 
guilty  men  ?  Surely  my  glorious  Immanuers  groaning 
and  fweatitig*  blood  under  the  (Irokes  of  God's  ven- 
geance, is  a  greater  eviiience  of  the  implacable  wrath 
and  indignation  of  God  againil  (in,  thin  if  he  had  hur- 
led  all  the  rocks  of  the  creation  into  the  midft  of  the 
fea ;  yea>  or  a  thoufand  worlds  of  men  and  angels  into 
hell*  O  that,  while  1  am  beholding  this  Hght,  I  may 
tremble  at  fin,,  come  by  faith  under  the  ihadow  of  this 
JRock,  and  run  into  the  clefts  of  it  for  fifcty.  Here 
I  would  be  out  of  the  reach  of  tiie  law's  curfes,  and 
threateniflgs  of  wrath  ;  and  though  I  hear  the  roarings 
and  dafliings  of  the  fea  upon  the  Rock,  yet  a  drop  of 
it  could  not  touch  me. 

O  that  I  could  imitate  Mofes,  when  I  im  at  the  ta- 
ble, and  fmite  the  Rock  by  the  rod  of  faith,  that  the 
ftreams  of  Chrid's  blood  and  Spirit  may  flow  out  to  me* 
What  was  his  error  will  be  my  wifdom,  to  fmite  the 
Rock  oftner  than  once,  to  put  forth  many  a£ts  of  faith 
on  Jefus  Chriil  *,  fuch  as  the  difcerning,  aflenting,  ap- 
proving, deriving,  receiving,  clofing,  embracing,  truft- 
ing,  pleading,  applying,  appropriating  afts  of  true  faith. 
May  I,  like  Ifrael  of  old,  Deut.  xxxli.  13.  be  helped 
by  faith  to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  Rock,  and  oil  out  of 
the  flinty  rock  :  Honey  and  oilj  fweetnefs  and  fatnefs, 
quickening  and  comfort.  How  (hill  I  come  at  this 
honey  and  oil  ?  oniy  by  fucking  :  And  how  (hall  I 
fiicky  but  by  the  m  :>uth  of  faith  ?  There  is  no  fucking 
without  it.  Neither  can  I  fuck  by  faith,  unlefs  God 
0iake  me  do  it ;  for  ic  is  faid  Deut.  xxxii.  "  He  made 
them  to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock."  It  is  God  that 
mud  give  me  both  a  mouth  and  ftrength  to  fuck,  faith 
in  the  habit,  and  fiith  in  exercife.  It  is  only  the  blow- 
inga  of  the  north  and  fouth  winds  on  the  gtrden,  that 
make  the  fpices  to  flow  out.  *^  Awake,  O  north  wind, 
come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  garden;"  bring  faith 
to  life,  that  I  may  fuck  honey  from  Chrift  in  the  facra- 
xncnu    Chrift's  breails  are  now  full  $  O  let  not  faith 

be 
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be  wanting  ;  for  if  it  be  ivanting,  I  can  fuck  nothing. 
BlcfTcd  be  God,  Jefus  Chrift,  my  Redeemer,  is  the  av- 
thor  of  faith.    Lord,  increafc  my  faith,  that  I  may  fuck 
honey  from  the  Rock.     i.  But  what  honey  may  I  cx- 
peft  from  it  ?     Attf.  The  honey  of  pardon  of  fin.    O 
how  fvA'cet  is  this  honey  ! — The  honey  of  peace  a^d  re- 
conciliation with  God  : — the  honey  of  a  law-biding 
r^hteoufncfs : — the  honey  of  accefs  to,  and  commnrii6n 
with  God  : — the  honey  of  enlargement  of  heart,  atid 
loofing  of  bands,  &c.     O  let  me  ever  fuck  from  thi« 
Rock,  the  Rock  that  anfvrers  all  my  needs,  and  richly 
fupplies  all  my  wants.     Let  m.e  alfo,  under  all  my 
ftraits,  fupport  myfelf  with  the  Pfalmift's  cordial,  P61. 
xriii.  46.  "  The  Lord  llveth,  and  bltfled  be  my  Rock" 
Why  fliould  believers  in  Chrift  droop  in  any  condition, 
or  look  like  dead  men,  while  their  Lord   liveth,  and 
their  Rock  ftandeth  ?     Bleffcd  be  God,  my  Rock  is  2 
living  and  lafting  Rock  :  my  hopes  may  die,  my  com- 
forts die,  my  frames  die,  my  gifts,  my  M'calth,  and  ray 
relations  ;  thcfe  may  all  die ;  but  I  rrjoice  in  the  news, 
that  my  Lord  will  not  die,  nor  my  Rock  fall.     He  once 
died  for  me,  but  he  is  rifen  again  :  Good  news  !  now 
he  is  alive,  and  will  die  no  more. 


MEDITATION     VIL 

From  Zech,  xii,  10.     They  Jhall  iooh  upon  me  whom  thej 
have  pierced y  and  mourn, 

THIS  promife  hath  a  refpe£l,  not  only  to  the  Jews 
when  converted,  but  to  all  finners,  when  brought  to  re- 
pentance. We  have  all  pierced  Chrift,  in  as  much  as 
cur  fins  were  the  caufe  of  his  death :  "  He  was  wound- 
ed for  our  tranfgreffions."  Now,  a  believing  (ightof  a 
pierced  Saviour,  is  the  beft  fpring  of  forrow  for  fin  \ 
it  is  faith's  look  to  a  crucified  Chrift,  that  will  fet  ub  a 
mourning  after  a  godly  fort.  O  that  this  promife  may 
be  made  good  to  me  at  this  time,  that  I  may  be  helped 
to  look  bclievingly  upon  Chrift,  as  pierced/or  my  fins, 
my  pride,  my  paflion,  my  unbelief,  my  carnality,   my 
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difohe<iienq?i  my  impenitence,  my  fins  of  the  heart, 
of  the  tongue,  and  of  the  life »  that  I  may  coufefc  aiid 
bewail  thera,  .mourn  and  weep  over  ihem  before  th^ 
Lord.  O  !  when  (lull  I  mourn  and  we.  p,  if  not  now, 
when  I  am  called  to  look  upon  my  dear  Lord  and  Sure- 
ty at  his  table,  all  red  with  blood  for  my  red  and  fear- 
let  coloured  fms  ?  I  will  not  now  (land  afar  off,  and 
look  to  my  Saviour  on  the  crofs,  as  tbofc  women  who 
followed  him  from  Galilee,  Luke  xxiii.  46.  No,  I  will 
come  clofe  to  him,  take  a  near  look,  and  a  narrow  view 
of  his  wounds  and  piercings  by  my  fins,  that  I  may  fee 
how  wide  and  deep  they  are,  that  my  eye  may  affe^  my 
heart  with  godly  forrow  for  fin. 

When  1  look  on  him,  I'll  confider  the  dignity  of  the 
Perfon  pierced  by  and  for  me  ;  he  is  the  almighty  Crea- 
tor, the  glorious  Immanuel,  the  Plant  of  Renown,  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  that  is  pierced  and 
nailed  to  a  crofs.  Jeremiah  laments,  in  the  captivity^ 
that  princes  were  hanged  up  by  the  hands,  Lam*  v.  X2. 
But  what  were  the  princes  of  Ifracl  to  the  Prince  of 
peace,  the  King  of  glory,  whom  I  fee  hanging  nailed 
through  the  hands  on  tlie  crofs,  and  his  blood  poured 
out  like  water  upon  the  earth  !  O  it  is  royal  blood,  the 
blood  of  God,  that  I  fee  running  down  to  fatisfy  jufticc 
for  my  fins  -,  and  will  not  fuch  a  fight  caufe  me  to 
mourn  for  them  ?  Can  I  look  on  my  lovely  Rledeem- 
er,  ftript  naked,  mounted  up,  and  fixed  with  nails  to  a 
tormenting  crofs  ?  Can  1  fee  his  head  pierced  with 
thorns,  his  back  pierced  with  fcourgings,  his  hands  and 
feet  pierced  with  big  nails,  his  fide  pierced  with  a  fpear, 
and  his  heart  pierced  with  forrows  for  my  fins,  and  my 
heart  not  mourn  for  them  ?  Yet  all  the  piercings  and 
wounds  of  his  facred  body  were  but  fmall,  to  che  pier- 
cings and  agonies  of  his  foul,  when  he  drank  of  the  cup 
of  the  Father's  wrath  for  me,  which  made  him  cry  out, 

My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death.-— < 
My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfakcn  me  ?"  Can 
I  behold  this  loving  Jefus,  ftanding  in  my  room,  bear- 
ing the  wrath  of  a  Deity  for  me,,  and  my  heart  not 
bleed  ?  Can  I  fee  him,  when  the  fword  of  juflice  was 
diawn  to  fmite  me,  opening  his  bread  to  receive  the 
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?.::,-/::•  ;  '«:::>  :::irc:rc  ou:  t?  rmbracr  fjiaen! 
lii-d  1  •*'}*1':  ;  i  -1  r.^  :ici:5.  i*  d  ijfard  L»*  ilfiag 
fTCiJi:  !  hi'  I  :'■:•:  r.  :  «  :-t:  ■:  ■>-  b  :••-  for  -  sa^  hiwn 
ron  jVr.  ;.:.  -ac^jilcc  i-r,.:  iij  Uti  l^  Ac  tulk\ 
O/uld  1  Lkit  I'lco:!  cy  •*;::.  try  tict,  .  r  *n  BacoRceni- 
td  litirt,  tfptCJiV.r  w:  t:i  I  Li::  :hcu».ht  he  Vtf  fn&f- 
ir;!  2]^  this  itt  cf  Jc  vc  tc  rrie.  f:r  it.t  £21s,  aad  in  mj 
jfKtn  ! — WjiV  tLm  iLcu.r  rot  I  bs  «s  n  uch  ccncciii- 
e<f,  ykhtu  I  ccnrt  :o  his  i.b  c  to  ceicbrzte  tbcmeauinal 
of  t}i4t  fti.uJ\  :7?{fccT,  a:.c  i:;wk  apoi:  ±e  OiUward  figni 
which  rtprtfenr  iht  iiznt  I  Lord,  giTc  me  faiih^s  cfc  to 
btKolrl  the  iLirgs  fgnifitc  ti.crtby,  ercn  Hjc  bleeding 
ar.d  dying  of  the  ^'icri'-us  Irr.mjr.'jel.  And  what  kind 
cf  blocd  is  it  I  f.e  runriing  donii !  It  is  innocent  blood! 
precious  bleed  !  royal-biccc  !  Lean- blood  !  Kay,  Ac 
blood  cf  the  ettrn^l  Son  cf  God,  cne  drop  whereof  is 
vorth  an  ocean  cf  cur  bleed,  and  is  of  infinite  Talae ; 
2T;d  yet  behold  'A\  this  blood  is  ihed  for  fuch  worms  u 
I  xni  !  O  c'«:n  I  think  long  upcn  this  fubjfC^,  and  not 
find  my  hcait  p^intd  with  love,  and  be  ready,  with  Jo- 
f  ph,  to  feck  a  fccrtt  phxe  to  weep  in  ?  Had  an  ordina- 
ry nii-n  hecn  executed  for  nw  crime,  it  would  have  af- 
felled  ine  'A\  my  days  \  how  much  (hould  it  touch  mc 
to  fee  the  Son  of  God  put  to  death  for  me  ?  The  fan 
fainted,  the  heavens  mourned  in  black,  the  earth 
cjuakcd,  and  the  rocks  rent,  when  this  black  tragedy 
was  a^tcd  \  how  much  more  Hiould  my  heart  rend  and 
n.oiirn  at  the  reprcfentation  of  it  before  my  eyes !  Sure* 
ly  my  niourning  fliouid  be  great,  deep,  and  bitter 
njournin^?,  as  in  the  text,  j:ke  the  mourning  of  a  parent 
for  the  dculh  cf  an  only  fon  ;  cr  like  the  mourning  of 
liiuladrin.mon  in  the  valley  of  Mcgiddo  !  O  what  was 
ihc  death  ol  kin^  Jcfiuh  to  the  death  of  King  Jefus,  the 
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titemal  Son  of  God  I    O  my  dear  flain  Lamb^  (hall  I 
noiim  and  weep  over  thee ! 

Oh  I  can  I  fee  his  blood  run  down  in  ftreams,  and 
my  eyes  not  pour  out  fome  drops !  Did  Chrift  fweat 
bioodi  and  weep  blood  for  my  fins,  and  (hall  not  I  weep 
tean  fhr  diem  f  Shall  I  not  give  drops  of  water  for 
fireams  of  blood !  Alas !  am  I  more  fparing  of  my 
tears  for  Chrift,  than  Chrift  was  of  his  blood  for  me  I 
How  faft  did  the  blood  trickle  down  Chrift's  cheeks  ia 
the  day  he  wore  the  crown  of  thorns  for  me  >  But  how 
flowly  do  the  tears  fall  from  my  eye«,  when  I  comme- 
morate his  dying  love  !  Can  I  (hed  tears  in  plenty  for 
a  dead  child  :  and  have  1  referred  none  for  a  (lain  Sa- 
viour ?— Yea,  flain  by  my  fins  !  How  fad  is  it  to  fee  fo 
many  weeping  eyes  at  a  funeral,  and  fo  many  dry  eyeg 
at  a  communion*table :  Alas,  this  is  a  fad  fign  of  few 
looking  by  faith  to  him  we  have  pierced  !  few  fenfible 
of  the  evil  of  their  (ins,  that  were  the  hammers  which 
drove  in -the  nails  into  his  body.  O  for  a  realizing  aA 
of  foith,  reprefenting  all  that  the  Lamb  of  God  fuffer- 
€d,  in  the  greateft  certainty  and  cleareft  evidence,  that ' 
it  is  no  devifed  fable.  O  for  an  applying  and  appropri- 
ating z€t  of  faith,  to  bring  all  home  to  myfelf,  and  fay^ 
•■  He  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me  * 

What  a  hard  heart  is  this  I  have  beyond  others !  Can 
I  fee  others  weeping  and  mourning  over  a  flain  Saviour^ 
that  fit  at  the  fame  table,  eat  the  fame  bread,  and  drink 
the  fame  cup  with  me,  and  cannot  I  get  one  tear  !  Is 
God  come  with  his  bottle  waiting  for  my  tears  !  Do 
others  pour  into  it  plentifully,  and  have  I  not  one  tear 
to  drop  into  God's  bottle  !  Lord,  what  means  the  hard- 
nefs  of  my  heart,  and  the  drynefs  of  my  eyes,  at  the 
fight  of  my  Saviour's  bleeding  and  dying  for  my  (ins  ^ 
When  fhould  I  mourn  and  weep,  if  not  now  ?  Was 
there  ever  fuch  an  occafion  for  tears  ?  Oh  !  doth  God 
intend  to  referve  weeping  for  me  in  hell,  where  tears 
{hall  never  be  dryed  up  ?  This  is  what  1  deferve,  if  I 
be  hard-hearted  and  dry-eyed  now*  But,  Lord,  pity 
my  hardnefs,  and  give  me  fuch  a  k>ok  as  thou  gaveft 
Peter,  that  may  caufe  me  to  weep,  and  weep  bitterly,  at 
the  remembranQe  of  my  fins  wluch  pierced  thee. 

Vofc.  IIL  Mm  MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION     VIIL 

From  Luke  xxir.  6i,  62.     The  Loni hoM ifan  Petir.'m 
And  Peter  weal  oa/f  and  \uept  bittertjm ' 

LORD,  Cnce  my  looks  to  thee  are  fo  Iliglit,  lb  trih 
veiing  and  inconftant,  that  thej  make  little  or  no  10^ 
preffion  on  my  hard  heart,  do  thou  Touchfafc  to  lodt 
upon  me  with  pity  and  with  power ;  for  thy  looks  are 
efiicaciou5j  and  melt  down  the  hardeft  heart./  O  pre 
me  fuch  a  lock  as  thou  gayeft  to  Peters  wZien  he  dcliied 
thee^  and  began  to  curfe  and  fwear :  A  look  that  may 
bring  me  to  myfelfi  and  caufe  me  weep,  and  weep  bit- 
terly, at  the  remembrance  of  my  fins»  my  unbelief^  my 
pride,  my  paflion,  my  difobedience,  whicn  pierced  thcc, 
my  deareft  Lord  and  Saviour.     "  Look  thou  upoii  me, 
and  be  merciful  unto  me,"  Ffal.  cxix.  131.    Chri(l*s  look 
to  backfliding Peter  was  merciful,  and  full  of  compadion; 
hi$  bowels  yearned  for  his  poor  difciple,  when  readf  to 
fall  into  the  devil's  arms  by  a  total  and  final  backfliding, 
and  prevents  him  fpeedily.     He  would  not  let  him  \j 
long  in  that  difmal  Aate  he  fell  into,  as  it  were  on  the 
very  brink  of  hell,  but  prefently  plucks  him  back,  and 
recovers  him.    In  like  manner,  Lord,  look  on  me,  atid 
recover  me  fpeedily,  when  I  fall  into  fin,  left  my  ncit 
ftep  be  into  hell. 

Chrift's  look  to  Peter  was  a  preventing  look  \  te 
looked  on  Peter  before  Peter  looked  to  his  Saviour  for 
mercy,  and  before  he  looked  on  himfelf,  or  upon  his 
(in,  and  the  danger  he  was  expofed  to  by  it.  GIorY  to 
my  Redeemer,  that  watches  over  his  people,  fees  and 
minds  their  danger,  when  they  themfelves  are  little 
thinking  upon  it  ^  he  is  mere  careful  of  them  than  thty 
are  of  themfelves.  How  marvellous  was  Chrift's  love, 
that  would  be  fo  concerned  about  Peter  at  fuch  a  time, 
when  he  himfelf  was  amidil  Iiis  bloody  enemies,  atid 
upon  txial  fur  Im  life  :  even  then,  as  it  were,  he  forgets 
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Ins  own  clanger,  and  takes  notice  of  the  danger  of  his 
fewant.  He  being  <*  the  great  Shepherd  of  his  (heep," 
ventures  all  to  refcue  one  of  Jiis  flock  out  of  "  the 
mouth  of  the  lioni  and  from  the  paws  of  the  bean^  O 
who  would  not  defire  to  belong  to  the  flock  of  fuch  a 
faithful,  lovingi  and  companionate  Shepherd  ! 

The  look  Chrijl  gave  Peter,  was  a  convincing  lo6k  ; 
it  laid  open  his  fm  to  him,  with  all  its  aggravations, 
which  mad^  it  very  bitter  to  him.  It  fpoke  fuch  lan- 
guage to  him  as  this :  **  O  Peter,  what)  haft  thou  done  ? 
Haft  thou  caft  oflF  thy  Saviour  ?  And  haft  thou  faid» 
t&ou  knoweft  not  me,  who  knew  thee  from  the  womb* 
and  ,  am  jgoing  to  die  for  thee  ?  Doft  thou  not  know 
mci  that  Called  thee  from  thy  nets,  that  impowered 
thee  to  preadh  the  gofpel,  and  work  miracles,  that  kept 
lh;e  from  finking  in  the  waters  ?  Am  I  not  he  thou 
/aweft  fhining  on  mount  Tabor  ?  Even  he  thou  faidft 
thou  wouldft  rather  die  than  deny  ?"  O  for  fuch  a  con- 
vincing look  from  Chrift,  that  would  pierce  and  melt 
my  heart,  and  make  me  weep  bitterly,  both  now  and  at 
his  table^  for  my  bafe  ingratitude,  in  difowning  and 
piercing  my  dear  Redeemer  ! . 

Chrift's  look  to  Peter,  was  a  powerful  and  over* 
coming  look,  it  conquered  his  will,  loofed  him  from 
the  world  and  fin,  and  made  him  yield  prefently  to 
•Chrift  :  He  was  not  able  to  hold  out  a  moment  longer, 
but,  like  Jofeph,  fecks  a  fecret  place  to  weep  in.  O 
how  powerful  is  a  look  from  Chrift  !  it  is  fuiHcient  to 
bow  the  moft  ftubborn  will,  and  melt  the  hardcft  heart ; 
it  can  turn  "  the  rock  into  ftanding  water,  and  the  flint 
into  a  fountain  of  water,'*  Pfal.  cxiv.  8.  How  power- 
ful was  the  look  he  gave  to  poor  Jerufalem,  when  "  ly» 
ing  in  their  blood  -"  2l  look  that  caufed  them  to  live, 
£zek.  xvi.  6.  How  powerful  was  the  look  he  gave  to 
Zaccheus  on  the  fycamore  tree,  Luke  xix.  5.  O  for 
fuch  a  look  as  would  bring  me  prefently  down,  in  like 
xnanner,  from  the  lycamore  of  my  felf-conceit  and  fclf- 
righteoufnefs,  and  from  my  beft  beloved  (ins  and  idols, 
and  caufe  me  receive  Chriit  joyfully  into  my  heart,  and 
go  with  chearfulnefs  to  his  table^  and  receive  the  feal 
pf  his  coven;intj  faying,  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God." 
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Giriil's  look  to  Prtcr  vas  a  pecnKar  and 
in^  look;  the  {)ovcr  2z.A  {n^ce  of  God  went  aloMi 
with  it  to  chaiige  Pi.ter's  heart,  and  bring  him  lo~b 
ri);ht  mind.  Cnrift  looked  on  many  thoirfamda  thit 
were  nerer  the  better  of  it.  He  k>okcd  oo  J«daa  afker 
lie  betrayed  htm»  and  when  he  prefumed  to  kifii  hiiii 
and  reproved  him  too  for  his  bafe  treachery :  Imt  oe»i 
ther  that  look  nor  reproof  melted  his  heart.  Aa  the 
beams  of  the  vety  hme  fun  hardens  clay  and  tsAeoi 
frozen  earth ;  f 0  a  look  from  the  fiime  Jefus,  '*  the  Son 
of  righteoufncfa^'*  kft  Judas  hard  and  impcnUcnCy  whilt 
it  foftened  Peter's  heart.  The  one  went  on  in  his  ^ 
lany,  whilft  the  other  relented,  and  melted  iototesifi 
Why  \  he  looked  but  on  the  face  of  Judaa,  but  he 
looked  on  the  heart  of  Peter.  He  lodsed  mpondic 
one  with  a  frowning  judicial  look,  but  k)oked  upcB 
the  other  with  a  recovering  and  drawing  look^  ChnM 
look  to  Peter  was  accompanied  with  the  inward  iflp 
fluences  of  his  Spirit  on  bis  heart,  other  wife  it  lai 
been  ineffeftual.  O  if  he  would  vouchfafe  fiich  a  g» 
cious  look  to  my  frozen  heart,  and  foften  it !  I  wmiU 
fain  bring  my  hard  heart,  and  lay  it  before,  this  UeflU 
Sun,  and  wait  until  he  draw  by  th^  cloud,  look  throi^h, 
and  (bine  upon  it.  Lord,  I  tremble  to  go  to  thy  tsUc 
with  this  hard  heart,  left  thou  (bQuldft  look  on  me  with 
anger,  as  thou  didft  upon  thefe,  Mark  iii.  5.  upon  ^> 
count  of  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts.  Lord,  I  defire 
to  be  grieved  for  my  heart-hardnefs,  and  to  look  to 
thoe  whom  I  have  pierced  by  it.  Give  fuch  a  look  to 
my  I'C.iri  as  thou  gave  to  Peter's,  melt  it  down  into  pc- 
nitcrtial  tears,  and  caufic  me  to  go  afide  ^*  and  weep 
bitt'-rly.* 

Chrifrs  look  caufed  Peter  to  remember  and  tlunk 
upon  Chriit's  words  to  him.  It  is  in  and  by  his  word 
that  he  works  upon  finners  hearts.  O  if  the  Spirit 
would  bring  the  word  to  my  mind,  fet  it  powernillj 
home  upon  my  confcience,  and  fo  give  the  happy  turft 
to  my  foul.  Ijord,  help  me,  to  lay  up  my  words,  and 
ponder  them  in  my  heart  \  and  6  bring  them  always 
iValonably  Co  my  view,  that  when  I  fall,  I  nny  not  ly 
long  under  fm,  nor  continue  in  a  ftate  of  backiliding 
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from  thee.  May  I  have  fuch  a  look  from  theei  as  (hall 
look  all  my  idols  out  of  countenance,  and  look  my 
was^ring  heart  into  a  right  frame  for  the  covenanting 
and  communicating  work :  A  look  that  (hall  put  new 
life  in  all  my  drooping  graces,  and  kindle  fuch  a  flame 
ioi  loYe  toChrift  in  my  heart,  and  of  indignation  againft 
fin,  t8  all  the  devils  in  hell  ihatl  never  be  able  to  quench. 
A  look  that  (hall  make  me  weep  while  I  live,  for  pierc- 
ifig  Ghrift  the  Lamb. 

Ohf  (hall  others  (hed  tears  in  plenty  for  (in,  and  my 
eyes  remain  dry  ?  Shall  others  get  their  hearts  broken, 
wd  mine  continue  hard  !  Lord,  thy  grace  i?  free  \  O 
how  eft(y  were  it  for  thee  to  melt  my  heart,  and  moUt- 
en  my  eyes  ;  One  touch  of  thy  hand,  nay,  one  look  of 
thy  ^^owntenance,  one  caft  df  thine  eye  is  fufficient  to 
4o  it.  O  turn  unto  me,  and  give  me  one  merciful 
look ;  for  thy  ordinance  will  be  lifelefs,  and  loft  unto 
Ode,  if  thou  look  not  on  me.  How  can  I  go  to  thy 
table  to  behold  Jefut,  my  Surety,  all  red  with  blood  for 
my  red  aiid  fcarlet-coloured  fins,  while  my  heart  doth 
not  mourn,  nor  my  eyes  run  down  ?  Surely  the  (Ireama 
of  my  Saviour's  blood  deferve  to  be  lamented  with 
tcafs  of  blood,  and  (hall  I  not  do  it,  at  kaft  with  tears 
of  water !  Was  he  wounded  for  my  transgreflions,  and 
fllftU  not  my  heart  bleed,  and  eyes  weep  for  his  wounds 
ghrea  him  by  my  sins  ? 


MEDITATION    IX, 

From  Matth.  xv.  27.     Andjhefaid^  Truth^  Lord^  yet  tbt 
d^gs  eat  of  the  crumbs » 

'  THIS  woman  was  a  Canaanite,  and  lived  among  hea*^ 
thexxsy  ,yet  (he  had  greater  knowledge  and  faith  of  the 
Sf e(&ah,  than  moft  of  the  Jews.  Her  faith,  humility, 
pattencei,  and  refolution,  amidft  the  greated  difcourage* 
tMf^  are  here  recorded  for  a  pattern  and  encourage- 
mea^  toili^fponding  believers  in  all  ^ges* 

This  woman  was  fo  fen&ble  of  her  mifinry,  that  (he 
^|34i^c8  Chrift  with  great  earneftnefs  for  help :  5he 

doth 


^78  Sacramental  MeJiiationi. 

(doth  rot  fpeak  calmly  or  coldly  to  Chtift/buf  flic  crfei 
unto  him,  and  followed  him  with  hcrcrfefei^ct.fii^^jl 
Surdyi  if  I  were  duly  affcfted  with  my  l^iritiial  DrattH 
and  mifcries,  I  would  fpeak  to  God  in  tiii  OtBet-  hth 
gupge  than  that  of  cries  and  tears.  O  what  caufciiani 
I  to  bewail  my  coldnefs  and  indifFtrency  in  pmyfc'r,  and 
the  Hi  tie  fenfe  I  have  of  my  dangers  trtA  lited&it^ 
wliiJi  are  great  beyond  expreflion.  '     ■ '  '       *' 

Tliis  woman,  notwithdanding  of  her  great  earntfe 
nefij  and  flrong  faith,  met  with  very  great  trials  and 
difcouragcments  in  her  addrefles  to  Chrift. " 

I  •  Her  firft  trial  is  Chrift's  fiJence  to  her^  when  eff- 
ing to  him  for  mercy,  ver.  23.  "  He  Smfwercdhfef ilol 
a  word."  Strange  !  not  a  word  from  a  meefa^nd  mer- 
ciful Saviour,  that  never  put  a  poor  firinef,  ttAMig  for 
mercy,  away  from  him  before  5  but  ftill  invited  m  \!0 
come  to  him  for  it.  That  is  a  fore  temptation,  Lairt. 
ii.  8.  "  When  I  cry  and  fliout,  he  (hutteth  cut  wjf 
prayer."  Believers  are  apt  to  think  that  God  flfutsoot 
their  prayers  in  wrath,  when  it  is  not  fo.  Chrift  heard 
this  woman,  accepted  her,  was  pleafed  with  htti  tod 
ftrciigtl.ened  her  to  hold  on  in  prayer,,  though  he  did 
not  immediately  anfwer  her.  He  entertained  her  witk 
filcnce  to  draw  her  on  to  be  more  importunate^  and  to 
try  her  faith,  patience,  and  perfeverancc,  and  thereby 
to  teach  us  to  htfcilowers  of  ikofe  who  through  faith  am 
patience  do  now  inherit  the  promifes.  Chriii  keeps  the 
door  bolted  for  a  time,  that  we  may  knock  the  hairdefi 
Matth.  yii.  7.  yf/J,  ftek^  knoch  The  choiccft  mercies 
come  to  us  after  the  grea-eft  wreftlings.  Likewife  I 
fee  here,  that,  there  is  love  in  ChrilVs  heart  to  wrefUittg 
ibulf,  even  when  frowns  appear  in  his  looks  ;  where* 
foie  let  k:c  take  encouragement  froth  him,  though  h 
Jlay  me,  yet  to  iru/l  in  him. 

2.  Another  fere  trial  the  woman  met  with,  was  the 
anfwer  Chrift  gave  his  difciples  when  interceding  for 
her,  whereby  he  feems  to  exclude  her  out  of  his  Com* 
miffion,  ver.  24.  "  I  am  not  fent  but  to  the  loft  flieep 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifracl."  ITie  Jews  were  called  fl>itfi 
but  the  Gentiles,  degs.  The  Jews  were  indeed  to  have 
the  free  offer  of  Chrift*3  grace  and  purchafe.    Though 
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the  woman  might  have  taken  Chrift's  words  a$  a  plain 
repulfe,  yet  ihe  (ladies  to  put  the  beft  fenfe  on  them"  (he 
can,  and  continues  her  importuniiy.  Which  teacheth 
us  never  to  leave  the  throne  of  grace  for  any  dlfcoix- 
rageraent.^     ,^ 

3.  She^gets  a  repulfe  yet  more  (harp  than  the  two 
former,  even  after  ihe  h^d  co^i^e  clofe  up  to  him»  and 
fallen  down  at  his  feet,  faying,  Lord,  help  me.  Then 
it;  is  Chrift  ranks  her  among  the  dogs,  thofc  that  were 
without  ^he  covenant,  profane  and  unclean.  Now,  one 
might  think,  flie  is  cut  o(F  by,  this  word,  and  will  infift 
no  more  after  it.  Nay,  (he  takes  hold  of  that  word  of 
reproach,  and  pleads  upon  it  in  the  text,  Truth;  Lord^ 
iMtn  a  dogy  yile,  and  unworthy  ;  yet  let  me  humby  aflc 
the  dogs  room  and  privilege,  even  to  creep  beneath  the 
childrens  table,  and  gather  fome  crumbs  of  mercy.  O 
how  mucli  is  contained  here  for  our  indrudion  and 
imitation  1 

1.  What  caufe  have  we,  O  Lord,  to  blefs  thy  good- 
nefs,  that  we  Gentiles,  of  dogs  are  now  become  children^ 
wd  allowed  to  come  to  thy  table  ?  And,  at  the  fame 
time  to  fear  thy  juftice,  fince  the  Jews,  of  children,  are 
now  become  dogs^  and  (hut  out  as  unclean  !  If  they 
were  cut  off,  who  crucifiled  thee  in  thy  low  eftate,  what 
may  we  expecl,  if,  by  our  finj,  we  crucify  thee  in  thy 
glory  ?  Let  us  not  be  high  minded,  but  fear^ 

2.  Chrift  puts  the  ftrongeft  faith  of  his  people  upon 
the  fliarpeft  trials :  Me  thmks  (it,  for  his  own  glory, 
where  he  gives  much  grace,  to  try  grace  much. 

5,  Thofc  who  are  eminent  in  faith  are  moft  humble  : 
this  woman  was  fo.  O  how  humbly  did  (lie  plead  with 
Chrift  ?  She  threw  herfelf  on  the  ground,  lay  low  at 
his  feet,  and  from  the  duft  cried  for  help  j  (he  claimed 
nothing,  only  begged  for  mercy.  And  when  Chrift 
fpurued  her  from  his  feet,  calling  her  a  dogt  fhe  doth 
not  r^urniur  nor  complain  of  his  har(h  carriage,  but 
humbly  takes  with  the  charge  ;  Truth,  Lord,  thou  doft 
not  mifcal  me,  nor  call  me  fo  bad  as  I  am,  lam  a  dog, 
a  jnoft  vile  and  unworthy  creature,  and  have  no  right 
to. the  ptiildren's  bread,  and  muft  ftarve,  if  thou  halt' not 
aicrcy  pn  me.    She  can  bear  any  thing,  the  worft  frown 
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or  chaftffemi'nt  frcm  Chiift,  only  die  cmnot  bar  bdig 
excluded  from  hifr  mercy  and  grace  |  flic  would  hafC 
fone  roktn  of  it,  though  rcrer  fo  mall :  (he  daiins  not 
a  Benj;tmin*8  ffreal,  nor  a  chiid  s  portion,  oalv  let  her 
bavc  a  dog's  crumb.  Lord,  I  take  patkntly^  the  tbift 
from  thee  ;  give  me  but  a  ciun^b  after  it,  md  FjJ  go 
away  fatibficd.  Surely  the  more  humble  any  fopplicant 
is  at  the  tl  rone  of  grace,  he  comes  (till  the  better  fpeed, 
for  the  *'  Lord  reGAs  the  proud,  but  gives  grace  to  the 
hun.blc." 

4.  God's  ufual  metl-od  of  difpennng  his  mercy  and 
grace  to  Tinners,  is,  firft  to  cad  them  down  before  he 
raife  them  up  ^  he  fird  humbles  and  lays  them  low  in  a 
fenfe  of  their  unworthinefs  and  vilenefs,  before  he  ad- 
vances them  to  his  favour.  We  mull  firft  fee  ourfelm 
to  be  as  dogs,  **  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  God's  merdesi'' 
before  we  are  fit  to  be  dignified  with  **  the  privikga 
of  children." 

5.  Wlien  unbelief  draws  difmal  concluGons  from 
every  tl  ing,  and  tempts  us  to  quit  our  grips  and  hoM, 
upon  any  naikdifpeiifaticn,  and  to  fay  with  that  vricm 
king,  2  Kirps  vi.  33.  "  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord:  Why 
flj«-.ul(l  1  wait  foi  the  Lord  any  longer  ?"  Behold,  fsuth 
is  a  valiant  and  innportunate  grace,  it  puts  thebeftcon* 
ilru£lions  upon  all  Chrifl's  adiions  -,  it  is  Iharp  figbted, 
to  fee  and  take  hold  of  all  advaiitages  to  lirengthen  it- 
felf,  and  finds  encouragement  even  in  that  which  is  dif- 
couraging.  That  which  firmed  to  cut  off  this  believing 
woman's  hope,  (lie  impn^vcs  it  as  a  ground  of  hope, 
and  an  argument  in  priiycr,  "  Truth,  Lordj  yet  the 
dogs  eat,"  &c.  q,  J.  Evtn  tLe  vorthlefs  dogs  belong 
to  the  family,  and  though  they  may  not  festft  with  chii^ 
dren  at  the  table,  they  may  creep  under  it,  and  gather 
crumbs,  thofe  off- fallings  that  would  be  fwept  to  the 
door,  this  will  not  wrong  the  children*  Let  me  (land 
in  relation  to  Chriiij  though  in  the  meaneft  ftation, 
even  that  of  his  dog  ;  I'll  be  thankful  for  it,  or  for  any 
thing,  if  he  do  not  turn  me  out  of  the  houfe. 

6.  When  our  difcouragements  arc  greateft,  WC 
iliouid  learn,  from  this  M'onian,  never  to  give  over  the 
cxitcifc  of  faith  and  prayer-,  but  to  look  on  all  our 

difappointmcnts 
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ii(appointmeiitt  in  the  fuccefs  of  prayer,  as  excitemeiitd 
bo  greater  eameftnefs  in  prayer.  Faith  "will  not  fet  li- 
mits to  the  H^ly  One ;  though  fpeedy  anfwers  be  not 
giTen  to  our  prayers,  it  becomes  us  to  wait  on  God's 
time,  who  is  the  beft  judge  of  the  fitted  feafon :  *'  He 
diat  believeth  will  not  make  hade  t"  Why  ?  he  knows 
his  extremity  is  God's  fit  opportunity. 

7*  A  refolute  adhering  to  Chrift  by  faith  under  trials, 
is  moft  pleafing  and  acceptable  to  him  \  a&  when  we 
perferere  in  the  ufe  of  means  when  fuccefs  is  froall, 
when  we  depend  upon  his  promife,  and  look  to  his 
poorer  ;  when  under  the  darleeft  difpenfations  we  watch 
over  our  hearts  and  fteps,  that  they  do  not  decline 
from  his  ways,  as  thofe  in  Pfal.  xliv.  17,  18.  And, 
glory  to  him  that  gires  us  fuch  encouragement  for  this 
rcfolaie  adherence  to  him,  as  the  mercifulnefs  of  hia 
nature,  and  his  faithfulncfs,  which  aflure  us  there  is 
more  good  will  in  his  heart  than  is  vifible  in  his  deal- 
ings }  and  that  his  providence  will  never  give  his  word 
the  lie.  He  gives  fecret  (Irength  to  his  people  to  ad- 
here to  faxm,  when  he  fcems  molt  oppofite  to  them,  as 
he  did  to  this  woman.  Hc^  loves  to  bring  about  his 
peoples  mercies  by  means  improbable  and  contrary,  to. 

n'     iy  his  wifdom.     He  delights  to  bring  light  out  of 
nefs* 
8.  Great  will  the  reward  at  laft  be  of  the  believer's 
faith,  hamility  and  perfeverancc  in  prayer  ;   for,  faith 
Cbrift  at  lengthy  ver,  a8.    ^*  O  woman,  great  is  thy 
£Biith ;  be  it  mee  even  as  thou  wilt." 


MEDITATION   X. 

trom  I  Cor.  xi,  24.     This  do  in  remembrance  of  me: 

O  Mt  foul,  here  is  a  folemn  ordinance  inftituted  for 
keeping  up  the  remembrance  of  a  crucified  Jefus ;  and 
beheld  it  Was  appointed  by  himfclf,  when  he  was  jult  a 
going  to  do  more  for  us  thaii  ail  the  angels  in  heaven 
could  h'ave  djnc,  even  to  make  atonement  for  our  fins 

Vol.  Ilh  N  n  by 
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by  his  death  and  fufFerings  ;  and  he  twice  repeats  bU 
dying  charge  to  us,  ver.  24  and  2;.  **  This  do»  this  do 
ye.**  Men  ufr  to  regard  the  command  of  their  dying 
friends,  and  perform  their  wills  religiouily ;  and  (hall 
not  I  with  pleafure  obey  the  will  and  command  oiF  a 
dying  Redeemer,  when  the  thing  he  requires  is  foeafy 
and  agreeable,  to  eat  and  drink  at  hii  table  in  remem* 
brance  of  him  ?  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Friend  of  finnersi 
let  my  riiiht  hand  forget  its  cunning,  &c. 

Our  loring  Redeemer  well  knew  die  treachery  of  our 
memorieii.  the  worldlinefs  of  our  hearts,  and  incon- 
ftancy  of  our  affe^ions,  that  we  would  be  ready  to  let 
his  death  and  love  flip  out  of  our  thoughtSj  and  there-  • 
fore  he  would  have  the  figns  of  his  fuflrrings  frequently 
prefented  to  our  eyes.  Alas  !  for  the  curfcd  ingratitode 
of  my  heart,  that  is  fo  apt  to  forget  him  that  remember 
ed  me  when  there  was  none  to  pity  me  :  but,  glory  to 
him  that  takes  fuch  pains  to  cure  my  fbrgetfulnefii  by 
fetting  forth  Chrift  crucified  fo  evidently  before  my 
eyes  in  the  broken  bread  and  poured  out  wine  in  the  & 
crament.  I  look  upon  this  ordinance  as  a  vifible  re- 
prefentation  and  commemoration  of  my  Saviour's  death 
^nd  fufFerings  for  his  people,  which  he  will  have  con- 
tinued till  he  come  again  to  judgment.  It  is  like  a 
marble  pillar  fet  up  upon  his  grave,  with  an  infcription 
bearing  account  of  his  glorious  achievements  and 
mighty  deeds,  his  glorious  fufferings,  confliQs  and  vic- 
tories for  his  people.  Wherefore,  as  oft  as  he  calls  me, 
I  will  go  tliither,  and  put  all  the  honour  and  refped  I 
can  upon  my  kind  Benefactor :  I  will  remember  his 
-  love,  proclaim  his  worth,  and  publifh  his  praifes.  Til 
hereby  own  myfelf  before  the  world  to  be  one  of  lui 
difciples,  and  a  follower  of  the  Lamb.  Pll  declare  my 
abhorrence  of  fm  that  pierced  him,  and  my  gratitude 
to  the  Lamb  for  the  atoning  facrifice  he  offered  up  for 
me  upon  the  crofs.  Fll  triumph  in  this  as  the  only . 
ground  of  my  hope.  I'll  put  the  crown  on  his  head, 
and  cad  all  my  crowns  down  at  his  feet,  and  cry^ 
"  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  and  has  redeem- 
ed xnc  from  my  fins  by  his  blood  5  worthy  is  he  to  re- 
ceive 
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:eive  all  honourj  power>  glory  and  dominion  for  ever 
ind  ever," 

Glory  to  my-  dear  Saviour,  that  feeks  no  greater  re* 
turn  for  all  bis  labour  of  love,  tban  a  tbankful  remem* 
brance  of  it  at  his  table.  Oh,  (hall  I  grudge  to  give 
fuch  a  fmail  return  to  him  that  fuffered  the  pains  of 
death  and  hell  for  roe  !  Had  he  bid  me  facrifice  my 
firft-bom,  give  all  I  have  to  the  poor,  or  go  in  pilgri- 
mage to  the  Holy  Land  to  vifit  his  fepulchre,  or  go  to 
the  top  of  mount  Calvary  where  the  'crofs  ftood,  as  a 
token  of  thankfulnefs  for  his  love,  could  I  have  refufed 
it !  But  he  puts  me  to  no  fuch  hard  talk.  Lord,  thou 
bids  me  not  go  to  a  bloody  fcafibld  to  remember  thee, 
imt  to  a  well-covered  table  to  do  it.  Thou  bids  me  not 
go  there  to  bleed  or  burn  for  thee,  but  to  eat  and  drink ; 
not  the  bread  of  afflidlon,  or  water  of  adverfity,  but 
bread  that  ftrengthens  the  heart,  and  wine  that  cheers 
the  drooping  fpirit,  bread  and  wine  which  thou  haft 
(an^fied  and  blefTsd  for  me.  Surely,  O  dear  Saviour, 
I  owe  my  life  to  thee,  nay,  a  thoufand  lives,  if  I  had 
then»^  but  it  is  not  my  Hfe,  but  my  memory  and 
thoughts,  thou  art  calling  for ;  it  is  not  to  die  for  thee, 
but  to  remember  thee.  Didft  thou  drink  a  cup  of  wrath 
on  the  crofs  for  me,  and  will  not  I  drink  a  cup  of  blef- 
fing  at  the  table  for  thee,  nay  for  myfelf,  and  for  my 
eternal  (alvation  ! 

Let  me  £0  then  to  this  holy  table,  with  faith,  love, 
and  thankfulnefs,  to  remember  Chrift  and  his  dying 
love,  as  he  commands  me.  And  while  I  remember 
him,  let  me  alfo  receive  and  embrace  him,  as  my  bleed- 
ing High  Prieft,  in  the  arms  of  my  faith^  and  at  the 
fame  time  throw  my  guilty  foul  into  his  wounded  arms, 
for  faving  me  from  wrath.  Let  me  go  and  remember 
the  woundings  and  piercings  of  my  Redeemer,  with  a 
pierced  and  wounded  heart  for  thefe  curfed  fins  which 
nailed  and  killed  the  Prince  of  Life.  Let  me  hence- 
forth be  the  death  of  fin,  which  was.  the  death  of  my 
dear  Saviour.  O,  flis^ll  I  fufft^r  fin  to  live  any  longer 
in  me,  that  would  not  fuff;:r  my  Redeemer  to  live  in 
die  world ! 

N  n  2  Bm     ;: : 

\     /■ 
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But  let  me  confider  my  High  Prkft  before- Iuu:id»  and 
what  of  his  fuffdrings  I  ihould  remember  at  hi^  tabk* 
IMl  remember  how  the  glorious  Heir  of  all  things  de- 
nuded himfclf  of  his  ridies  and  glory,  how  ke  left  hii 
throne  of  majefty  to  lodge  in  a  virgin's  womb ;  yea^  to 
be  bom  among  beafis,  and  cradled  in  a  manger,  for 
fuch  a  worm  as  me.  I'll  remember  how  he  was  at- 
tacked by  the  devil,  contradicted  by  finners,  and  re- 
proached by  the  world  for  my  fake.  I'll  remeaiber 
how  forrowful  his  foul  was  in  the  garden^  when  the 
bitter  cup  was  put  in  his  hand  ;  and  how  he  fwatt, 
how  he  prayed,  how  he' fell  to  the  ground,  tUlbe  w»s 
quite  overwhelmed  with  wrath,  and  covered  with  hit. 
own  blood  for  my  fake  !  Til  remember  how  he  WM 
fold  for  a  fmall  price,  and  bafely  betrayed  by  JiidM  \ 
how  he  was  taken  by  the  foldiers,  tied  as  a  malefaflw 
with  cords,  denied  by  Peter,  forfaken  by  all  his  dUei- 
pies,  and  left  alone  among  his  cruel  infultiag  eneiim 
I'll  remember  how  Ke  was  blindfolded,  mQcked».  bk 
upon,  buffeted  and  affronted  by  ruiEans  a  whc^e  nigk^' 
and  patiently  fuffcred  all  for  my  fake  !  1*11  remeomr 
how  his  lovely  countenance  was  disfigured  with  blows, 
and  the  plucking  the  hair  off  his  cheeks ;  and  bow  ^ 
fweeteft  face  ever  the  fun  faw,  was  all  befmeared  widi 
blood  and  fpitting  for  my  fake.  I'll  remember  how  hs 
that  clothes  the  hilies  of  the  field,  was  himfelf  ftript 
naked,  bound  to  a  pillar  and  cruelly  fcourged,  till  the 
pavement  of  Filate*s  judgment-hall  was  all  bedewed 
with  his  precious  blood.  Til  remember  how  the  crown 
of  thorns  was  platted  with  the  fliarp  points  turned  in- 
waid,  put  upon  his  head,  and  driven  into  his  temples 
with  a  ttt^^  till  they  pierced  his  (kull  in  many  places, 
and  a  new  (hower  of  blood  run  down  his  blefied  neck. 
I'll  remember  how  the  heavy  crofs-trec  "was  laid  upon 
his  fcourged  and  bleeding  (boulders,  and  he  made  to 
cany  it  through  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  forth  of  the 
gates,  and  up  mount  Calvary,  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion,  until  his  (Irength  was  fpent,  and  he  foundered 
under  the  burden. — I'll  remember  how  the  crofs  tree 
was  laid  dowu,  and  my  Saviour  ftript  naked  and  ftretch- 
^d  out  upon  it  as  a  rack  *,  and  how  he  was  faftened  to 

it 
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with  four  big[  Iron  nails  through  his  hands  and  feet, 
id  the  crofs  lifted  up  and  let  fail  Into  a  deep  hole  dig- 
tA  for  the  foot  of  it,  to  the  violent  rending  and  widen- 
ig  of  his  facred  wounds  by  which  he  hang»  until  his 
lood  ftreamed  forth  at  themi  and  he  expired  amidft 
le  moft  exquifite  tortures. 

ril  remember  alfo  the  fuiFerlngs  of  his  foul  at  that 
me,  when  the  Lord  ran  upon  him  as  a  giant,  and 
lade  his  foul  the  butt  of  his  envenomed  arrows,  the 
oifon  whereof  drank  up  his  fpirits,  until  his  ftrength 
^as  dried  up  like  a  potsherd.— Fll  remember  how  his 
ml  was  troubled  and  non-piulTed  at  the  diftant  prof* 
iOt  of  this  cup  ;  and  how  fore  amazed  he  was  fooa 
ftcr,  when  it  was  put  into  his  hand. — Fil  remember 
ow  the  tailing  of  it  caft  him  into  a  bloody  fweat  and 
^y,  which  dyed  his  garments  red,  and  bedewed  the 
round  where  he  lay. — Fil  remember  how  he  was  brok* 
1  with  breach  upon  breach,  till  all  the  fea- billows  of 
nrine  vengeance  went  over  him,  and  the  Lion  of  the 
3>e  of  Judah  was  made  to  roar  under  the  ftrokes  and 
rnifesof  the  flaming  fword,  Pfal*  xxiL  I. — ^I'U  re- 
idmber  the  dreadful  hidings  of  God's  face  he  lay  ua« 
MP>  until  he  was  made  to  cry,  "  My  God,  my  God, 
•by  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?" — I'll  remember  the  in- 
corablenefs  of  divine  juftice,  that  would  not  fpare  him 
ne  ftripe,  bate  him  one  farthing  of  the  debt,  nor  one 
rop  of  the  cup  *,  fo  that  he  drank  till  he  cried,  *'  It  is 
niflied,''  and  gave  up  the  ghoft.  Glory  to  him  for 
is  love  in  finifliing  the  work,    •  ' 
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FrofB  Piiil.  i.  23.    For  Ismu  sjirea  beiwixt  Im— 

AS  the  apoftle  was  in  a  (trait  whether  to  chde  to 
die  or  IiTe,  fo  I  am  in  a  ftrait  whether  to  go  to  die 
Lord^s  table*  ^r  to  (lay  back.  Now,  thou  calleft  mft 
Lord,  to  celebrate  the  memorials  of  thy  death,  j^,  to 
feaft  with  thee  at  thy  holy  table,  and  I  know  not  wiut 
to  chufe ;  I  am  in  a  ftrait  betwixt  two.  My  heart  bfo 
unholy,  and  my  unworthineft  fo  great,  I  tiemble  top 
forward  to  feaft  with  a  God  fo  holy,  and  whofe  purity 
is  infinite )  and  yet  my  wants  are  fo  maoTj  and  my  se- 
ceffities  fo  great,  that  my  cafe  is  hopelefs  it  I  ftay  hackl 
Lord,  I  can  go  to  none  elfe  in  all  the  world,  to  foppiy 
my  needs,  bat  to  thyfelf  alone.  But  oh,  when  I  tUnk 
of  going  forward,  my  guilt  ftops  my  mouth,  and  &lls 
me  with  bluihing.  Lord,  if  the  holy  angels,  thoie  pore 
and  unfpotted  feiaphims,  who  bum  in  zeal  for  thy  fer* 
vice,  muft  even  cover  their  faces  before  thee  ;  how  fliaS 
I  renture  into  thy  prefence,  I  whofe  zeal  is  fo  langmik 
ing,  whofe  love  is  lo  cold,  whofe  mind  is  fo  eartUyi 
and  prayers  fo  dull  ?  Shall  1  approach  fo  near  a  holf 
C|cd  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  But  what  then  (hall  I  do !  Shalll 
jom  with  thcfe  worldlings  who  were  bidden  to  the  feafl 
of  the  great  King,  refufe,  and  make  my  excufe  ?  Then 
I  fear  the  King  will  be  angry,  declare  me  unworthy  to 
tafte  of  his  fupper,  yea,  fwear  in  his  wrath  that  I  fiuU 
never  enter  into  his  reft- 

Lord,  I  abhor  myfelf  for  my  unworthinefs  and  vilc» 
nefs,  my  guilt  and  pollution  ^  but  where  (hall  I  go  to 
get  help  .and  remedy  for  it,  but  unto  thee  alone  ?  Haft 
thou  not  bidden  me  come,  though  my  (ins  be  red  as 
crimfon  ?  Have  not  many  fuch  come  to  thee,  and 
found  relief  and  help  ?  Surely,  O  Lord,  thy  goodneCi 
is  greater  than  my  fmfulncfs,  and  thy  mercy  furpaiTcth 

my 
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my  mifery ;  for  though  my  Gns  reach  eten  to  the  clouds, 
yet  thy  mercy  is  above  the  heavens.  O  merciful  Father, 
extend  thy  free,  boundlefs  mercy  to  a  miferable,  help- 
lefs  finner  :  Surely  mifery  is  the  proper  objefl:  of  mercy. 
Holy  God,  if  thou  help  me  not  for  the  fake  of  my  mi- 
feries  which  I  have  defer ved,  yet  help  me  for  the  fake 
of  thy  mercies  which  thou  haft  promifed  in  Chrift  thy 
dear  Son.  Wherefore  I  plead  for  Chrift's  fake,  that 
thou  wilt  hear  the  cry  of  my  miferiesi  and  not  the  ciy 
of  my  fins.  O  doth  not  his  precious  blood  cry  louder 
for  pardon,  than  my  fms  for  punifhment  ?  Lord,  hear 
the  crv  of  that  blood,  and  let  it  not  be  as  water  fpilc 
upon  the  ground.  For  the  fake  of  that  prevalent  blood, 
pity,  pardonf,  and  accept  a  poor  unworthy  creature,  that 
defires  to  obey  thy  call,  and  prepare  his  heart  to  fee4c 
thee,  though  he  be  not  cleanfed  Recording  to  the  puri- 
fication of  the  fandury* 

O  Lord,  though  1  may  be  afhamed  to  come  to  thee, 
my  needs  are  fo  preffing  and  pinching,  that  I  cannot 
ftay  away.  "  To  whom  fhali  I  go  but  unto  thee,  for 
tbott  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life  i^  The  whole  crea« 
tion  cannot  fupply  my  wants.  Thou  only  art  my  Sun, 
from  whofe  beams  I  muft  receive  faving  lijght :  Thou 
art  iny  Head,  from  whom  I  muft  get  fpiritual  life  :  Thou 
art  my  Root,  from  which  I  muft  derive  fap  and  growth : 
Thou  art  the  Fountain  from  which  I  muft  draw  living 
water :  Thou  art  the  Treafurer  from  which  I  muft  ob* 
tain  the  riches  of  grace.     So  that  without  thee  I  am 

nothing,  1  have  nothing,  I  can  do  nothing. ^To  thee 

then  I  muft  go  for  all  my  fupplies,  and  out  of  thy  fuU 
nefs  receive  grace  for  grace.— Lord,  thou  haft  enough 
to  fupply  many  worlds  of  needy  fouls ;  for  the  fun  is 
not  fo  full  of  light,  nor  the  fea  fo  full  of  water,  as  thou 
art  full  of  grace  and  mercy  to  needy  creatures :  and  as 
thou  art  full,  fo,  I  am  affured,  thou  art  free,  and  will- 
ing to  communicate  thy  fulnefs. — In  fpite  then  of  all 
objeAions  and  difficulties,  forward  to  thee  I  will  go, 
and  caft  myfelf  down  at  thy  feet;  If  I  perijlj^  I  pertffj. 
Oh  )  did  ever  any  perifli  at  mercy's  door  ? 

Lord,  I  have  heard  of  thy  mercy  to  the  very  chief  of 
finiiersj  and  cannot  this  mercy  reach  the  like  of  me  ? 

Surelv 
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Surely  the  viler  finner  I  am,  thou  haft  the  fairer  oppor* 
tunity  to  (hew  the  riches  of  thy  inercy»  the  frecneCi  ^ 
thy  love,  and  the  efficacy  of  thy  blood  ;  and  if  I  be  al- 
lowed to  (hare  therein,  the  fweeter  and  louder  will  the 
eternal  hallehijahs  bt,  that  will  be  fung  to  the  Lamb 
of  God  on  my  account.  O  that  he  would  glorify  hii 
mercy,  his  love  and  bkxxi,  in  my  relief.  O  when  flull 
a  poor  heavy  laden  (inner  go,  but  to  him  than  can  £rce 
him  of  his  burden  ?  Where  (hall  I  go  with  a  mnltitiide 
of  fins  and  miferies,  but  to  thee  who  haft  a  multitude 
of  tender  mercies  ?  Where  (hall  I  go  with  my  deep  and 
heinous  guilt,  but  to  thee  who  hail  a  deep  fountaiB  M 
wa(h  it  away  ?  Behold  one  depth  called  to  another,  die 
depth  of  my  mifery  to  the  depth  of  thy  mercy  ?  Mf 
wound  is  great,  but  thy  balm  is  excellent !  My  fixe  is 
broad,  but  thy  plaift^^.anfwer^]e !  <<  O  Lord,  be 
merciful  to  me,  heal  mfYout,  ferl«bave  finned  atainft 
thee."  ' 

Lord,  is  not  the  gofpelfeaft  I  am  invited  to,  a  feaft 
of  charity,  to  which  thpu  calleft  not  the  rich,  inft  dte 
poor,  maimed,  halt,  and  blind,  who  cannot  make  any 
return  for  thy  bounty  ?  And  may  not  fuch  a  mifenMe 
obje£):  as  I  am,  take  encouragement  from  fuch  a  free 
extcnfive  invitation  ?  Luke  xiv.  2i.— — My  Weft  fte-  ^ 
deemer,  while  he  was  on  earth,  did  not  difdain  to  eat 
with  publicans  and  Tinners,  nor  to  dine  with  Simon  a 
leper.  And  though  he  is  now  exalted  in  the  hi^^ft 
heavens,  yet  he  dill  retains  the  bowels  o£  a  man,  and 
all  the  pity  and  charity  to  peiifliing  fitmers  he  bad, 
while  here  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation.  Wherefeief 
fenfible  of  my  unwotthincfs,  loathing  myfelf  for  my 
vilenefs,  ar.d  tiuiiing  to  my  Saviour's  compai&on  to 
the  miferable,  I  dcfire  to  go  forward  to  his  holy  table : 
O  that  he  would  dircft  and  ftrcngthen  n^e  to  go  aboat 
fuch  a  weighty  work  !  Let  not  that  ordinance^  which 
God  hath  indituted  for  .a  bleiTin^,  be  made  a  curie  to 
me,  through  my  unworthy  partaking.  Lord,  rebuke  all 
unfcaibnable  thoughts  and  wanderings  that  would  mat 
the  duty  ;  excite  and  adtuate  in  me  every  proper  grace, 
an<l  enable  me  to  manage  fo,  that  1  m.>y  not  difhonour, 
but  glorify  thee  ;  I  may  not  incrcafe  itoy  guilt,  but  aug- 
ment 


Dient  my  grace :  I  may  net  bring  more  hardnefsji  but 
fi5fhitf&  Into  my  heart.  Lordy  dcfcend  thou  into  my 
hearty  by  the  influences  of  thy  Spirit,  that  I  ipay  afcend 
unto  thee  iff  the  actings  of  gtaco ;  and  when  the  iiing 
fits  at  his  table,  let  my  fpikenard  fend  forth  the  fmeU 
tJMffCof.  IfiKd,  I  loek  lo  thc«  for  ftrengi^s  eendo&y 
and  lbroiigh^beaiii>f>  ia  ev^  ftrak.  I  tf nft  aot  ua  my 
preparation,  but  in  thy  free  mercy  for  acceptance  \  I 
truft  npt  in  my  faiths  but  in  thy  f;iutbfi4li>e(i^  wba  b^ft 
pTomifed  to  give  power  to  the  faint  ^  I  truft  not  in  tx(f 
fepentance^  but  in  thy  free  pardoning  n>ercy  \  ^  tf uft  not 
in  my  dpings,  but  in  Chri(l>  doin^g*  Q  takjc;  svway  rvKf 
filthy  garments,  and  clothe  me  with  the  bed  'i^bc^^^n^ 
••The  Lord  our  RiGHTEousNEiis.— rj  ^illg^l 
in  the  ftrcngth  of  the  Lprd  Qod  \  i  will  mal^e  (oentio^ 
of  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  pf  tWnc  only. — Awake^  Q 
noctb  wind,  and  cqmt  thou  fouth,  blow  upop  my  gar-i 
dieHf  that  the  fpices  may  flow  out.-^If  thy  prefengq  jtq 
not  ^ith  mCi  carry  me  pot  up  hei)ce. 

The  Lord  m^tdc  s^  breacj^  on  the  IfraeUtefi^  for  nqt 
inking  bim  after  the  due  order^  i  Qhroii.  xv,  i^.  |{q 
finpt^  50,000  of  the  Beth(bemi.te$  for  an  irrtvoreot  look 
into  the  arki  which  typified  Chri(l,  and  what  c^mfe  have 
I  dien  tP  fear  a  ftrpke,  (hould  I  ra(h]y  toiich  the  SytXK" 
bpb  of  Us  bodj  and  blood  !  Seeing  this  ordinance  is 
intended  for  doing  hotiour  to  the  Eling  of  Zion,  O  (<IY9 
ihe  from  doing  indignity  to  him,  by  betraying  hitn  with 
a  kifs,  or  by  throwing  his  pidure,  or  great  ?eal»  into  a 
puddle.  May  I  fo  feparate  for  this  ff  aftj^  th^t  the  blcf- 
fed  Matter  of  it  may  fee  I  am  watchful  of  his  ^jOt  tc;a- 
der  of  his  honour,  and  fearful  of  bis  anger*  Lordf  a*- 
wake  my  hearty  (tir  up  my  graces,  and  prepare  mt  (Qt 
a  meetiitg  with  my  Saviour,  and  let  npt  npy  foul^  whofe 
only  hope  is  to  be  faved  by  Chrift's  bIood»  be  fent  away 
from  his  table  with  the  guiU,  inftead  pf  the  benefitji  pf 
that  btood  ufoxL  it. 
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From  Philip.  \y.  lo.     Bmt  my  God  Jhmll  Jmf^  M jm 
netd^  s€C9rdwg  to  bii  rictes  im  ghrj^  hy  Ctrj/i  79^* 

HEAVENLY  Father*  out  of  thy  rich  bowity  thoa 
waft  pleafed  once  to  lay  up  a  great  ftock  for  me  in^  my 
pogenitors  handsi  but  they  rery  foon  fquandeved  itaU 
away,  (b  that  I  am  become  extremely  poor  and  needf* 
Oh !  what  can  I  do  in  this  indigent  condition,  bntoome 
back  to  thee  for  pity  and  new  fupplies  I  For  ever  blef- 
fed  be  thy  name,  for  the  reviving  news  then  haft  .pob- 
liOied  in  the  ^ofpel ;  that  thou  haft  now  laid  op  a  nev 
ftock  for  bankrupt  finners  in  the  hands  of  a  Surety  Aat 
cannot  fail,  and  haft  ereded  a  throne  of  grace  for  fnck 
as  I  am  to  come  to  in  time  of  need,  where  Chrift  Jefiii 
my  Surety  (its,  as  commifiioned  by  thee,  with  glorious 
riches  to  fiipply  my  wants.  Many  are  the  needs  which 
thou  thinks  nt  to  leave  upon  me,  that  I  might  hare 
the  more  errands  unto  his  throne,  and  that  thoa 
mayfl  the  oftner  hear  my  voice.  O  pour  out  upon 
xt\t  a  fpirit  of  grace  and  lupplicationt  and  caufe  me  de- 
light in  approaching  to  thee,  and  pouring  out  my  wants 
before  thee.  - 

Behold,  Lord,  a  needy  creature,  an  objed  of  pity, 
approaching  to  a  liberal  Saviour,  whofe  fulnefs  is  in- 
finite  !  O  how  fuitable  is  it  to  my  wants,  which  are 
great  and  innumerable  !  I  am  fiarving  and  have  no 
bread ;  I  am  naked  and  have  no  cloathing  ;  I  am 
wounded  and  have  no  cure  ;  I  am  in  debt  and  have  no 
money ;  I  am  polluted  and  have  no  fountain  ;  I  am 
burdened  and  have  no  reft  ;  I  have  deftrcyed  mvfelf 
and  can  find  no  help  in  myfelf.  But  yet  there  is  nelp 
for  me  elfewherc ;  I  have  heard  of  the  mercy  of  the 
King  of  Ifraeli  and  of  the  remedy  he  hath  provided  for 
thofe  who  arc  hclplcfs,  loft  and  miferaUc.  Where- 
fore, though  I  be  poor  I  will  not  defpair,  for  thou  art 

the 
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the  Lord  of  the  whole  worlds  and  haft  opened  thy  trea- 
fures  to  the  needy  :  Though  I  be  polluted^  I  will  not 
defpond,  for  thou  haft  the  fountain  of  falvation  :  Tho' 
I  be  naked,  I  will  not  with  Adam  run  from  thee,  and 
hide  myfelf ;  nay,  I  will  run  to  thee  to  cover  me  with 
the  wool  and  fleece  of  the  Lamb  of  God>  even  the  fpot- 
lefs  righteoufnefs  and  innocence  of  my  Saviour :  Tho' 
I  be  hungry  and  ftarving,  I  will  take  encouragement 
from  the  glad  tidings  thou  haft  proclaimed  in  the  gof- 
pel  of  a  rich  feaft  for  the  poor  and  reedy.  Lord,  I 
come  to  thee  as  the  hungry  to  be  fed,  as  the  naked  to 
be  cloathed,  as  the  wounded  to  be  healed,  as  the  cold 
ftarving  creature  to  the  fire,  as  the  unclean  to  be  wa(h- 
cd  in  the  Fountain  that  is  epened  not  to  the  houfe  of 
David  only,  but  even  to  the  pooreft  inhabitant  in  Je- 
rufale'm.  Glory  to  God,  that  it  is  fo  free  and  open  to 
the  poor  and  needy. 

Lord,  I  come  not  to  thy  table,  becaufe  I  am  worthy  ; 
but  becaufe  thou  art  rich  in  mercy,  and  doft  promife 
that  "  the  needy  (hall  not  be  forgotten,  and  the  cx- 
pe£latton  of  the  poor  (hall  not  periih.  And  that  when 
the  poor  and  needv  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and 
their  tongue  failetn  for  thirft,  thou  the  Lord  wilt  hear 
them,  and  open  rivers  in  the  wilderneff,  and  fountains 
in  midft  of  the  vallies."  O  come,  do  as  thou  haft  faid, 
pity  a  poor,  needy  periftiing  creature,  and  611  my  nar- 
row veflk:!  out  of  the  ocean  of  thy  mercy,  where  it  will 
not  be  miffed.  Come  to  the  feaft  of.  thine  own  ap- 
pointment, and  difplay  thy  fulnefs  and  liberality.  Caft 
open  the  doors  of  thy  treafurcs,  and  allow  me  accefs 
to  Chf  ift's  unfearchable  riches.  Thy  word.  Lord,  doth 
affure  me,  that  in  all  ageb  thou  haft  bellowed  thefc 
riches  upon  the  poor  and  needy,  without  money,  and 
without  price.  And  this  doth  warrant  me  to  plead 
with  thee  to  come  to  thy  houfe,  where  many  needy 
beggars  are  gathered,  and  fcatter  thy  bounty  among 
them,  and  admit  me  to  gather  with  them.  O  let  not 
fuch  a  miferable  object  go  from  thy  door  without  an 
alms,  without  a  crumb  of  the  childrens  bread,  feeing 
there  is  bread  enough  in  thy  houfe,  and  to  fpare.  O 
let  none  retuin  alliamed  from  the  Fountain  who  come 
Oo5t  cxpc£tii)g 


tJ^cBtii^  'fpvuer.  Thou  haft  piWKifed  tb  foMr  «ritei 
lifM  the  dii^fty)  Md  tal»4ft  ^pOft  dw  itey  fitcMfel. 
Oh)  is  vhare  anf  MVM^  <dry>  ttitfre  fom^  Mote  wsely 
than  I  am  f  ix)rd)  make  iti«  tt  thiffty  «s  I  ua  4tiy»  ti 
htttnble  a(s  I  am  poor,  and  M  fenfiUe  <»  I  mh  titedf. 
AlaS)  that  I  have  fo  link  feftft  of  my  w«iM»  1  .Ok,  iiil 
tiot  i&Mi  tn<s  fttoordidg  to  my  Uwk  dF  nml,  \Muk  u 
Tmall,  IJwt  deal  witli  me  flc<:orMiig  «#  my  veod  Mtd^  md 
^y  ireyal  bmmty,  yobidk  te  eftceeditig  gitat> 

p  that  I  were  {yoor  vnA  needy  in  my  omi  eye^  mm! 
truly  (enfibte  of  my  dWA  ^aftt8 :  thtt  f  aM  idmMied  in 
debt  «o  tfie  kw  iitid  juftice  of  God,  o^re  mMiy  Ahd- 
Timtl9,  9eoA  htfre  wot  one  faitbtrtgtft  piyi:  Xl«t  I  «fn 
^eftiNite  of  every  thing  that  is  good,  tam  4%  Mdii^^ 
pleafe  God,  and  am  Htuwctthy  of  the  UntR,  tf  Ui  mp- 
tieiB.  O  Aat  1  wete  made  willing  m  ({ttitiai  cMfdieirte 
in  my  own  righteoufnefs,  duties,  InrnM^  Mr  4taAi« 
ftients  ^,  cmd  well  coiitovft  to  ^o  emkeiy  <Mit  df  4Myfeif 
«o  Chrift,  for  righteoHAiefs  to  juftify  VM,  mnA  Ar  lis 
Spkit  and  grace  to  retiew  a»id  fafnAify  «iy  iMfine. 

Lord,  I  flim  poor,  buft  I  fee  C#od  hit  •ttoiAmod  tf 
ttnfearchable  fkhes,  und  tnfinkefuhiefe^ii  fefiid  Chrift, 
to  answer  all  my  needs:  I  urn  nofkod,  hvk  I  fte  in 
Chrift  a  robe  of  rightenilfnefe,  th«!t  is  fdfioirat  to  <CD- 
Ter  me,  and  a  wlhe^  eteft  world  ^  I  am  a  IhffWig 
^>reaiMHre,  but  in  Oirift  Aete  i^thc  bwad  n(  life,  ttd 
the  waters  of  life  for  my  foul :  I  -am  foelifli  md  igno- 
rant, but  ChrHt  htfth  infinite  wifdom  to  ftudti  lae 
and  gvide  me :  I  srm  kden  with  guik,  but  CttaKs 
faCtifK^e  is  ifi£cieBt  to  «tone  for  it :  I  have  'ftioog 
tofts  and  corroptions,  but  Chrift  hath  a  kingly  flower 
to  fubdue  them  :  I  amundernroch^darknefs, buftChnft 
is  ^<  the  light  of  the  world  :"  I  am  under  fears  and  dif- 
"Couragements,  but  Chrift  is  *•  the  Conibfaition  of  W- 
rael :"  I  am  wounded  and  fick,  'but  Ohrift^  «iy  PhyG- 
Cfan,  hath  excellent  bakn  for  me  :  f  am  tinders  Inirden 
«rf  debt,  but  CSnift,  my  Surety,  is  rich,  and  fiAIy «bleto 
■pay  it :  I  arm  in  prifon,  and  under  bonds,  %ut  CSirift 
opens  prifon  doors,  and  loofes  them  -that  «re  bomd : 
—I  am  fatherlefs,  ty  Adam's 'fall,  but  Chrift  isjtlie  ever- 
Irfbing  fathcr>  **«  in  whom  the  f atherkft  find  mercy :" 

I  bare 


I  have  many,  enemies  to  purfue  and  accufe  me ;  as 
linr^  jtiAioe,  fiitin^  afid  confcictice :  but  Chrift  my  Ad- 
Tocate  can  anfwer  them  all : — Therefore  I  flee  to  him 
for  refuge^  I  clofe  with  him  in  all  his  offices^  and  put 
my  whole  confidence  in  him. 

It  gives  great  encouragement  to  my  poor  needy  foul, 
that  I  have  a  Savbur  fo  full  of  goodnefs  and  pity  to 
look  to,  a  mighty  agent  in  hieaven  to  plead  my  caufe, 
and  to  prefent  my  bills,  petitions,  and  fupplications,  to 
the  Father.  I  put  all  my  requefts  and  concerns  in  his 
fiHtidi  tnk  ootnmit  Ihem  to  his  <:are  zvA  mafiageroent ; 
he  Jniows  the  fitteft  time  to  prefent  t4iem,  and  to  fend 
MUB  Ml  tnTwer.  In  the  facrament  I  fwear  allegiance  to 
thee,  as  my  Sovereign  Lord  and  Kitig,  over  Ay  tNFoken 
body  ftiid  fted  bk)od  ;  I  -engage  to  be  a  true  and  faith- 
fill  iblditr  in  thy  tirmy>  and  to  take  the  field  agamft 
tiiy  -entmies.  Many  pieces  'of  furniture  do  I  need  for 
this  irwfare ;  I  need  Ae  girdle  <rf  fincer ity,  the  (hield 
tX  fiiith,  Aie  hetmet  isf  liope,  tfie  fword  of  the  Spifk, 
"fktt  %re^<pl8ite  of  TigbteouTfeeTs,  and  t>o  have  my  feet 
fliod  with  liie  pneparatiofi  of  the  gofpel  of  peace.  Bat 
ijidry  to  tSiy  name,  my  ReAeetnor  and  Caipitaiii  of  fai- 
.ration  kath  provided  a  iioUe  armoory  and  ftore-houfe 
to  anri9«r>ll  thefc  my  neceffities  and  wants.  Lord, 
ffipfilhr  aH  my  iteeds  «at  of  thy  infinh<e  fulnefs,  and 
fftrfmi  me  -with  every  iSwng  rcqaifite  and  neccffary  for 
the  «ivt)fk  nftd  warfare  thou  -calleft  me  unto.  Oh,  my 
eneniieis  Bre  Imiy,  vnd  they  are  Arong  :  But  I  look  to 
ttfy|jloriotfsCapta!in»  to  gird  me  with  ftrengcfa  ioc  the 
iMtttle,  Ttnii  to  teach  irry  hands  to  trttr* 
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MEDITATION    XIH. 

From  Ephef.  ill.  19.     yfnd  to  know  the  hoe  of  CtajsTf 

which  pajjeth  knowledge. 

WHERE  fliall  I  begin  my  thougihts  upon  Uie  fub- 
je£^  of  the  love  of  Chriil  to  men  i  ^nd  when  begont 
^ow  fliall  I  make  an  end  ?  It  hath  a  breadth  addleogdi, 
«  depth  and  heighth,  that  paifeth  knowledge*  If  tbe 
apollie  Paul,  that  had  tbe  brighteft  difcoTeries  of  tUa 
love,  owned  this»  much  more  may  I.  I  may  fooncr 
find  out  the  height  of  heaven,  the  breadth  of  the  e^g^d^ 
or  the  depth  of  the  fea,  than  meafure  Chrift'is  love*  If, 
is  an  unfathomable  ocean  that  hath  neither  hank  nor 
bottom.  O  thither  did  his  love*  carry  him  !  From  the 
height  of  glory  to  the  depth  of  mlfery.  How  low  aod 
deep  was  our  fall,  that  nothing  could  recover  and  raile 
us  up,  but  the  low  abafement  of  the  Son  of  God,  the 
King  of  glory  !  How  low  was  the  ftep  he  made  to  help 
us  up  ;  even  to  put  on  our  nature,  and  fuffer  himfeu 
to  be  pierced  for  our  tranfgreilions,  and  bruifed  for 
our  iniquipes  !  Blcfied  Lord,  thou  tookeft  not  on  thee 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham  \  theli: 
are  fafl  bound  up  from  thee  with  chains  of  darknefsj 
whilfl  thou  draweft  i.s  to  thee  with  cords  of  love  !  How 
diftinguifhing  was  thy  love  to  man,  that  brought  thee 
from  heaven  to  ejrth,  from  the  throne  to  the  manger, 
from  the  maiigtr  to  the  wiidernefs,  from  the  wildcrntfe 
to  the  garden,  from  the  garden  to  the  judgment-hall, 
from  tiie  judgment  hall  to  the  crofs,  from  the  croisto 
the  grave  J.  yea,  from  the  g'ory  of  heaven,  to  the  very 
tormetitci  of  hell,  and  all  ior  creatures  that  were  black 
and  ugly  as  hell  !  How  wonderful  is  the  fight  thou 
called  me  to  fee  at  the  Lord's  table  !  even  to  fee.  him 
fuffering  tor  fin,  that  never  committed  fin !  1*0  fee 
"  him  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we,"  who 

knew 
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ktiew  no  righteoufnefs,  "  might  be  made  the  righteouf- 
ncfs  of  God  in  him  !"  An  amazing  fight  indeed  ! 

*«  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  !" 
O  what  is  be,  that  thoo  (houldft  magnify  and  fet  thy 
heart  on  him  !  And  what  am  I,  the  worft  of  men,  and 
vilcft  of  finners,  that  thou  (houldft  ftoop  fo  low  to  exalt 
xne  !  That  thou  (hould  endure  the  poverty  of  this  world^ 
that  I  might  enjoy  the  riches  of  heaven  !  5e  content  to 
live  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  that  I  might  have  the  a- 
doption  of  fons  !  Be  willing  to  bow  thyfeif  unto  death, 
to  raife  me  to  eternal  life  !  Content  to  be  numbered 
aiDOng  tranfgreffbrSy  that  I  might  have  a  room  among 
the  blefled  !  To  be  crowned  with  thorns,  that  I  might 
be  crowned  with  plory  !  To  be  condemned  before  men, 
Aat  I  might  be  juftified  before  God  !  To  drink  the 
bitter  cup  of  wrath,  that  I  might  drink  the  pure  river 
of  life  !  To  cry  out  in  forrow  upon  the  crofs,  that  I 
might  triumph  with  joy  upon  the  throne  !  To  (land  be- 
fore the  mouth  of  hell  furnace,  to  keep  its  flames  from 
breaking  out  on  me  !  O  Lord  Jefus,  thy  love  hath  over* 
flown  all  banks,  and  thy  compaflion  knew  no  bounds  f 
Can  t  think  on  it,  and  my  heart  not  burn  ?  Can  I  fpeak 
of  it,  and  not  be  overcome,  fo  as  to  feek,  with  Joteph, 
i,  fticret  place  to  weep  in  ! 

O  love  that  pafleth  knowledge  ?  How  (hall  I  think 
of  it,  and  not  ftand  amazed  !  That  the  General  (hould 
die  for  the  foldier,  the  Phyfician  for  the  patient  ?  That 
the  righteous  Judge  of  heaven  (hould  come  to  the  bar, 
put  himfelf  in  the  maldfa6)or*s  clothes,  and  be  con- 
demned for  him  !  That  the  btefled  Son  of  God  (hould 
interpofe  his  innocent  breaft  to  receive  the  mortal  ftrokc 
for  us  !  Tliat  God  all-fufficient  (hould  be  expofed 
to  hunger  and  third,  to  grief  and  wearinefs,  and  the 
vileft  reproaches  and  indignities,  for  worms  like  us ! 
Behold  the  Creator  of  the  world  wounded,  mangled, 
and  killed,  by  ungrateful  creatures  whom  he  came  to 
fave  !  Behold  his  bowels  yearning  towards  them  who 
raked  in  them  with  their  bloody  hands !  Behold  his 
leart  burning  with  a(Fe£tion  toward  them  that  cruelly 
>ierced  it  i  burcly  a  believing  view  of  this  love  of  Chrilt 
&  fuf&cient  to  mollify  a  heart  more  cold  and  frozen  than 

ice 


2^4  Saerjmemsdl 

iethk'.il  O  lore  ufJat:.«7.ab!*  !  Wlio< 
its  d'jr.£cf!oni !  It  ?^th  2  height  widioac  a  top.  a  lieptk 
withont  a  boncm,  brei^:h  ^itkoot  a  fiic,  a  fcngtb 
w::hoat  ?nd  !  Af:cr:&t-Tg  lovt !  that  my  ezahed  Lori 
OicuM  iroop  fc  !o  V  as  to  ^conr.c  a  man ;  nay,  a  poof 
m>n»  a  rran  cf  fonowi,  a  dci^rted  amii,  a  dpag  nnBf 
and  alfo  a  dcaH  rri^n,  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  no  !  Naji 
more,  that  he  ihou!d  ftocp  tc  be  mide  a  cvrfie»  aad  ■■- 
deriy  a  dreadful  lead  of  writh  upon  his  innoccBt  Mi 
infinitely  more  heavy  than  what  is  laid  upon  any  { 
ed  foul  in  hell ! 

O  what  a  fea  cf  wrath  did  my  loving  Jefin  i 
through,  ro  fave  me  from  periOiing  !  Behold  how  All 
raging  fea  wrought  an^!  was  tempeftuous,  roarod  mot 
terribly,  and  thteatened  to  fwaliow  mc  up  with  Ac 
reft  of  the  eleA  world ;  till  once  my  Redeemer  ftepped 
in,  and  undtitook  to  be  the  Sacrifice  for  calming  the 
fea  !  Take  me  up,  (faid  he,  like  Jonah)  and  throw  ms 
into  the  fea,  and  ye  (hall  be  all  fafc.  Id  this  fed-fa 
our  bleiTcrd  Jonah  wat  content  to  fwim  for  thirty- thric 
years,  without  feeking  deliverance,  till  once  the  lea  wai 
pcrfe£l!y  calm,  and  every  ele6l  foul  out  of  danger.  iHnh 
velious  Joving-kindnefs  !  O  that  I  could,  with  i  fulls* 
ble  frame  of  heart,  both  remember  and  aidmire  fedesm- 
ing  love  and  redeeming  blood,  when  I  go  to  fit  down 
at  my  Redeemer's  table.  O  that  I  may  there  got  &ith*i 
fight  of  the  various  inftances  of  his  love,  **  that  pailedi 
knowledge."  Let  me  there  view  Chrift  in  tho  womb, 
and  in  the  manger  ;  in  his  weary  fteps  and  hungry 
bowels  ',  in  his  proil rations  in  the  garden,  and  doited 
diops  of  bloody  fweat.  i.et  me  view  his  head  withs 
crown  of  thorns,  and  his  face  befmeared  with  tho  fd- 
dicrs  fpitt.  Let  mc  \i.:w  him  in  his  march  10  Cs^tvary, 
and  his  elevation  upon  a  painful  crofs,  ^ith  his  head 
bowed  down,  and  liis  fide  ftreaming  blood  !  O  un* 
p.irailcicd  love  !  It  hud  teen  wonderful  love  to  have 
fcnt  one  of  the  lofiy  fiT^iphims  to  fuffer  for  us}  but  to 
^ivc  him  whom  uli  the  fc  raphims  fen'c  and  adore,  is 
•*  love  that  pallcih  kiiowk-dgc  V'  Let  me  view  the  Scrip- 
ture dtiij^naiions  and  titLs  if  «*  him  that  loved  us,  and 
>;Hve  hiniiclf  ior  ui,,'  t!:-i  lic  might  wafli  us  in  his  blood. 

He 


He  18  our  ^  Immanutli  the  Wonderfol,  the  Coun- 
feUor,  die  Mighty  iSod,  the  '£verl»ftiag  Father,  the 
Prince  of  peace,  the  King  of  kings,  and  theLord  of  lords^ 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  'the  ^Lord  of  glory, 
the  Rofc  of  Sharon,  the  Plant  of  renown,  the  Bright- 
ncfs  of  his  Father's  glory,  the  cxprefs  Image  of  his  Pcr- 
fco^  the  br^ht  and  Morning  Star,  the  Sun  of  rightcouf- 
iie{s»  the  iSght  of  the  worlds  the  Head  of  the  Churchy 
the  Beginning  and  Firft-born  from  the  dead^  the  ap« 
.poiftted 'Heir  of  all  things."  Thb  is  <<  he  that  loved 
'«0,  'ind  ga?e  himfelf '^  to  die  for  the  redemption  of  a 
mttw  dt  labels,  grace- abufing  and  gofpel  flighting  fin- 
4ief6  !  O  what  am.  I  that  thou  (houldlt  fpare,  yea,  ran- 
fom-mki  fieaft  me  in  fuch  a  manner  !  Long  ago  mightft 
lhou4ia?e  ibaken  off  the  hand  of  thy  providence  fuch 
«^per  OS  I  am  into  fire  unquenchable  -,  and  there  made 
'inc  tolibow^  to  fad  e»erience,  what  it  is  to  abufefree 
-f^faQe,  -by  the  lofs  of  eternal  glory.  But,  inftead  of 
^that^-dioa  haft  pitied  me,  loved  me,  become  my  Surety^ 
-to  «ppesiie  juftice  for  my  heinous  !fins  by  thy  blood* 
•when  -no  other  facrificc  would  do.  Lord,  I  welaome 
thy  love4eall ;  I  lay  my  hand  on  the  head  of  the  Sacri- 
-fiee^  -and  reft  iq^n  it  s  *M  believe,  Lord,  help  my  un- 
-belicif.^  O  that  I  may  henceforth  live  under  the  cori- 
timial  fenfe  of  my  infinite  obligation^^o  my  gbrious 
•SiiTety,*that  could  make  *^  his  foul  an  offering 'for  my 
-fin;"  O  what  return  (hall  I  give  him  for  all  his  foul- 
'  travail  and  agonies  for  me  ?  O  that  I  could  fpend  my 
Mrh^e  IKe*  and  each  day  of  it,  in  magnifying  his  love, 
and  living  to  his  praife.  Now,  '*  blefled  be  his  glo- 
-rious  name  for  ever  and  ever  5  let  the  whole  earth  be 
filled  with  his  glory."    Amen  and  Amen. 
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MEDITATION    XIV. 

From  Luke  sxli.  44.     j^nJ  being  tn  an  agouy^—his f^jniM 
was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  bloods 

O  MY  foul,  this  text  affords  thee  great  fuUed of 
thoughts,  when  thou  goeft  to  remember  thy  dear  oaYiow 
at  his  table.  Here  I  fee  him  in  a  bloody  agony  I  Audi 
firft,  let  me  obferve  the  place  where  his  agony  began^ 
the  garden  of  Gethfcmanej  which  lay  in.  the  valiey  of 
Jehofiiaphat,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Jerufalem^  at  the  foot 
of  the  mount  of  Olives.  Now,  it  was  in  the  valky  of 
Jehofliaphat  that  God  did  plead  with, the  nations  i« 
Chrifl:  their  Surety,  Joel  iii.  2.  The  word  Gethfimm 
figmfies  a  mill  or  prefs  for  oUveSj  as  being  probably  the 
place  where  they  preiTed  the  olives  that  grew  on  tbe 
anount,  and  there  fqueezed  the  oil  out  of  thjcm.  Ia 
this  place,  it  pleafcrd  the  Lord  to  bruife  Chrift,  our  troc 
Olive,  that  fo  out  of  his  fuLnefs  the  frefh  oil^f  his  me- 
rit  and  grace  nfiight  flow  abundantly  to  needy  fouls. 
Never  was  there  fuch  an  olive  preffed  there  before,  fincc 
the  firft  planting  cf  that  mount !  Never  was  there  fuch 
precious  oil  feen  as  Jefus'  blood  !  O  that  I  may  par- 
take of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  that  good  Olive  which 
was  preiTed  here,  and. of  that  oil,  which  will  make  my 
grace  to  grow,  and  my  face  to  Ihine  I 

As  it  was  in  a  garden  that  man's  fin  and  mifery  £rft 
began,  fo  it  was  in  a  garden  that  our  blcfled  Surety  be^ 
gan  his  laft  expiatory  fufFerings  for  fin,  which  cait  him 
into  a  fearful  agony.  As  the  garden  of  Eden  produced 
man's  mifery  >  fo  the  garden  of  Gethfemane  provided 
a  remedy.  O  that  when  I  walk  and  retire  myfelf  in  a 
garden,  I  may  have  grace  to  think  ferioufly,  and  with 
fuitable  afFcftions,  upon  the  fins  of  men,  and  the  fuffcr- 
iugs  of  my  Saviour  for  them  !  and,  at  the  fame  time* 
to  fend  up  my  ejaculations  to  God  for  an  intered  in  his 
agony  and  atonement,  and  for  the  comfortable  intima— 

lio«» 
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thereof  to  my  foul.    When  my  dear,  Redeemer  was 

19  agony  of  foul,  I  read  of  hw  oflPering  up  *^  prayers 

fupplications  (foGod)  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears,** 

V.  7.    'And  hjive  I  no  prayers  nor  tears  to  offer 

0  God  at  the  remembrance  of  his  agony  ?  efpecial- 
^hen  I  confidcr  how.  much  my  fins  contributed  to 
w  him  into  it.  O  how  ftrong  and  bitter  were  my 
:ty's  cries  at  this  time,  when  God  bniifed  his  fou?, 
poured  down  a  flood  of  his  wrath  upon  him  I  He 
i,'  till  he  was  fpent  with  cryihg  5  he  grew  hoarfe 

1  it,  and  his  throat  fo  dried,  that  he  could  cry  no 
e,  Pfal.  Ixix.  3.  Now  was  his  foul  in  traTail,  and 
t  caufc  had  he  for  his  ftrong  crying  and  tears  !  He 
fileftt  under  all  the  pain*  of  his  body,  and  under  his 
rings  from  men  5  ail  that  time  he  is  dumb,  **^  as  a 
p  b<iforc  her  (hearers :"  But,  behold,  when  fierce 
th  from  God  alighted  on  his  foul,  he  cried  vche- 
tly ;  and  he  prayed  moft  earncftly  and  importu- 
ly  for  fupport  and  through-bearing  under  tliis  tenri- 
lorm.  O  that,  from  my  Saviour's  example,  I  may 
1,  when  under  fouI-troublc  and  inward  diftrcfs,  to 
e  my  prayers  to  God  more  earneft  and  fervent,  and 
erfcvere  without  fainting ;  which  I  have  great  en- 
agement  to  do  from  this,  that  my  Saviour*s  fervent 
ers  and  tears  have  made  way  for  mine. 

obferve  alfo,  in  this  paftage,  that  the  agony  of 
ift's  foul  increafed  fo  much;  that  it  produced  a 
!t  of  blood  over  his  body  \  yea,  great  drops  or  clod« 
lood,  which,  by  his  violent  agony,  burft  through  his 

clothes,  and  watered  the  ground  where  he  lay.  O 
t  trouble  and  anguifh,  pangs  and  forrows,  defertions 
ftrugglings,  muft  his  foul  have  endured  at  this  time, 
cr  the  burden  of  God's  wrath  for  his  peoples  fins, 
ch  put  his  facrcd  body  and  blood  into  fuch  a  dread- 
comAiotion  and  ferment !     O  what  a  pxodigiois 

preternatural  fweat  was  this  !  Never  was  the  like 
rd  of  fince  the  world  beg^m !  According  to  the 
rfc  of  nature,  Chrift's  lying  in  the  open  air,  in  a 
I  night,  upon  the  cold  ground,  with  the  greatnefs 
^18  confternationV  ihould  have  drawn  all  his  blood 
P  p  2  inward^ 
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inward  from  the  external  parts  of  hU  body  ;  but  Ck^ 
fweating  and  bleeding  was  altogetber  pgctefnafeimL 
He  fwate  without  external  heat,  1^  bled  widmit  exier- , 
nal  wound.  The  fire  of  di? me  wradiy  now  kindled  k 
his  fouly  was  h  very  hot  and  raging,  tliat  it  made  the 
blood  about  his  heart  to  boil,  a^  curft  dirooghbodi 
fltfli  and  garments.  He  had  receiTed^  at  tfai»  time,  no 
wound  nor  external  violence  from  any  hand  $  ne  Ju^ 
no  foldierj  no  tormentor,  had  yiet  attacked  him ;  ao 
fpear,  no  nail,  no  thorn  or  fcourge,  had  yet  tottdied  Itai 
facred  body,  and  yet  he  bleeds  moft  fdentifaily !  0 
blit  the  fword  of  jufiiee  had  reached-  him,  uii4  made  a 
deep  wound  and  wide  gafli  in  his  foul;  at  whidibtcMli 
a  fea  of  wrath  brake  in  with  fuch  violenee,  that  it  ofCF 
whelmed  him ;  made  him  fall  firft  on  his  knea^  mi 
then  flat  on  the  grotmd,  where  he  lay  agoidnig  woA 
crying»  till  all  the  waires  and  biliows  of  di Aie  vca- 
geance  went  over  him.  Oh !  what  a  dfeadfiil  pfeAaie 
was  my  Saviour's  foul  under  at  this  time  {  Wlot 
fqueezing  anguiib  had  he  about  his  heart,  that  saadtliiif 
boc^y  to  druggie  and  fweat  in  fuch  a  manner,  fatli2^ 
every  pore  of  his  body  became  a  bleeding  wound !  0 
how  awfully  fhould  I  be  affe£ted  with  this  tnpcal 
fight !  How  thankfully  fliould  I  renien>ber  my  tie* 
deemer's  love,  when  he  calls  me  to  do  it  at  lua  helyta* 
blc! 

In  my  Saviour's  agony  I  may  fee,  as  in  a  g)a(^  tbe 
malignant  evil  and  curfed  nature  of  fid,  tl^t  no  left 
could  atone  for  it  than  the  foul-travail  and  a^|0iiy  of 
the  dear  Son  of  God  !  Can  1  ever  make  light  of  fini 
when  I  view  the  great  drops  of  blood  flaiilding  above 
his  garments,  while  be  lay  grovelling  on  the  earth  in  the 
anguifh  of  his  foul !  Shall  I  not  henceforth  abhor  fioy 
and  ftand  in  awe  of  offending  a  juft  and  holy  God,  fee- 
in';;  it  18  fuch  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  his  hands:  ^^If 
fuch  things  were  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  (hall  be 
done  in  the  dry  ?"  Was  the  cup  of  wrath  fo  terrible  to 
the  innocent  human  nature  of  Chrift,  when  prefented 
to  him,  that  he  (hrinked  and  cried  out  ?  O  what  will 
it  be  to  guilty  finners !  Here  I  may  fee  how  coftly  the 
redemption  of  fouls  is  s  ere  this  could  bp  compafiedi 

God 


God  muft  become  man^  Eternity  mu(l  fuffer  death,  the 
liosd  o£  axigek  oxuGL  weep  m  a.  cradle^  the  Creator  of 
the  world  muil  hang  like  a  Have  !  He  mud  lie  in.  a 
manger  at  Bethlebenn  cry  in.  aa  agony  at  Gethfemane, 
die  on  a  cro6  at  Calvary  !    Urifpotted  Righteoufnefs 

■  muil  be  made  fin,  and  unblemilhed  Bleflednefsmuft  be 
DBSMfe  a  cnrfe !  O  dM  Chrifl;  Tartue  fouia  at  fo  ^iglv  3 
fate  !  and  (hati-  men  be  fo  foolifli  m  throw  them  away 
for  a  thing  of  nought  i 

fieie  I  may  fee  the  g^eat  dii(£culty  of  makiag  peace 
with<GQd>  when  once  his  law  is  broken  v  no  Icis  could 
da  it  tiMA  the  blood  and  ibul- agony  cf  the  Son  of  God  ; 
eunrn  an  in^mte  Ranfom  nuifl:  be  paid,  ere  God  would 
he  reconciled  to  man*  O  how  much  ami  beholden  to 
Chrift  tbat  undertook  the  reconciliation,  that  prevented 
my  ruin  by  taking  the  cup  out  of  my  hand  !  O  the  cuji 
•  be  drank  for  me  was  miogleti  with  wrath  and  curfes, 
a  cop  fall  of  vengeance^  preiled  down^^  heaped  up» 
fliaken  to^gethej:,  and  running  over ;  a  cup,  whidi^  if 
.aaca  or  angels  had  but  taded,  they  had  reeled,  ftag^ 
gned,  and  fallen  headlong  into  hell :  Yet,  faid  Chrift, 
ere  any  of  my  cle£b  ones  drink  it,  I  will  drink  it  for 
them  ;  re^  it  hither  to  me  bitter  as  it  is.  Oh  how 
scsady  was  Chrifk  to  engage  (ox  men  !  and  bow  willing 
was  he  to  J^rform!  How  ready,  full  and  free,  was 
the  fountain  of  bis  blood  to  wa(h  the  defiled  !  Ikhold 
how  frecly.it  ifliied  forth  before  a  wound  was  opened^  all 
his  reins  and  pores  poured  it  fortli,  witliout  waiting  for 
ibi  tormentors.  Lord,  m^ke  me  as  willing  and  ready 
to  apply  it.  Did  Chxilt  wredle  in  an  agony  to  obtaia 
the  redemption  of  loft  finners;  and  ihall  not  1  wreftle  as 
IB  an  agony  to  get  an  intereft  in  this  redemption^  and 
the  eYidcnce  thereof  cleared  up  to  my  foul !  O  for  faith 
and  fervency  in  prayer,  that  I  may  wreftle  without 
ccafing  for  the  aiiurance  of  bis  lovci  thati  may  go  with 

y>j  to  his  table 
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MEDITATION    H. 

From  Ifa.  lit.  7.    He  opened  not  his  mouthy  be  is  irougf^t 
as  a  Lamb  to  the Jlavghter* 

IT  becomes  me  to  read  and  confider  thefe  words  wAl 
|[reat  attcntioni  fteing  they  were  the  occafioQ  of  ^ 
Ethiopian  eunuch's  converfion  ;  for  it  was  wlule  he 
read  and  thought  on  thefe  words^  that  God  fent  Fhi« 
lip  to  join  binn»  A£}s  viii.  29.  O  that  God  wooldi'  itt- 
like  manner,  fend  his  holy  Spirit  to  join  me  while  I  am 
meditating  on  them. 

1.  I  obferve  that  Chrift  is  the  great  Sacrrfioe  provid-' 
ed  by  God  to  make  atonement  for  our  fins  :  He  is  the 
great  Antitype  and  fubitnnce  of  ail  the  lambs  and  besfli 
that  were  offered  up  in  facrifice  under  die  hw,  and 
therefore  he  is  often  in  the  New  Teftamcnt  caUed  •'  the 
Lambi  the  Lamb  of  Gpd,  and  the«  Lamb  flain.'^  Hie 
Spirit  of  God  Teems  to  have  a  peculiar  delight  in  direl* 
ling  upon  this  type  of  the  Lamk,  more  than  in  any  other 
of  the  OldrTeftament  types }  and  (hould  not  I  delight 
in  it  too,  and  often  with  pleafure  make  mention  of  the 
Latubf  the  worthy  Lamb^  that  will  be  the  ofajeA  of  the 
praifes  of  faints  and  angels  through  all  eternity  ? 

2.  Chilli  is  reprefented  by  a  lamb^  to  point  out  tbe 
innocence  of  his  perfon,  the  meeknefs  of  his  natnrei 
the  ufefulnefs  of  his  benefits,  and  his  patience  under 
fufFtrings.  How  patient  is  the  lamb  under  injuries !  it 
is  filent  both  before  the  fhearer  and  the  butchery  it 
parts  with  its  fleece  in  (hearing  time,  and  with  its  life 
in  flavighter  time,  without  any  noife  or  refiitance. 
Dogs  and  fwine  howl  and  cry,  when  violence  is  offered 
to  them,  but  the  lamb  is  quite  filent  So  Chrift,  the 
Lamb  of  God,  opened  not  his  mouth,  under  the  greateft 
revilings,  mockings,  buffetings,  fpittings,  piercings,  and 
the  mod  cruel  death,  which  he  fii^ered  from  men,  x  Pet. 
ii.  23.  and  hence  it  is  laid  in  the  test^  when  he  was  led 
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to  the  flaug^tcr,  •*  he  opened  not  his  nnouth  :**  He 
opened  not  his  mouthy  uniefs  it  was  to  blefs,  teach,  or 
pray  for,  thofe  who  injured  him  \  yea,  he  not  only  did 
pray,  but  alfo  plead  an  excufe  for  them,  *^  Father,  for- 
give them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  And, 
after  his  refurre£lion,  how  ready  was  this  meek  Lamb 
to  forgive  all  that  wronged  him  !  When  |i¥in^  orders 
to  preach  remiflion  of  fins  to  a  loft  world,  he  bids  begin 
at  Jerufalem,  Luke  xxiv.  46.  where  they  mocked  and 
pierced  him,  becaufe  there  they  had  greateft  need  of  his 
.  blood  to  wafh  them  from  guilt*  How  meekly  did  our 
Ue£fed  Lamb  carry  to  Peter,  when  he  denied  him  in  his 
own  bearing  ?  He  did  not  turn  and  frown  upon  Peter, 
as  he  well  deferved,  though  he  might  have  frowned 
Um  into  hell  j  it  is  faid  only,  *'  He  turned  and  looked 
on  Peter,"  Luke  xxii.  6t.  not  with  an  angry  look,  but 
with  an  affe^onate  melting  look,  which  recovered  him 
to  a  penitent  frame :  Neither  did  he  afterwards  up- 
biaiid  him  widi  his  carriage.  O  meek  Lamb  of  God ! 
can  I  remember  thee  at  thy  table,  without  being  filled 
with  remorfe  and  grief  for  my  impatience  under  injti- 
ries>  and  the  pronenefs  of  my  heart  to  refent  them  i 
.  Shall  I  not  he  aihamed  of  my  unchriflian  temper,  when 
I  fee  my  meek  and  loving  Jefus,  willing  to  be  the  fpott 
and  ..derifion  of  men  and  devils,  that  he  might  be  the 
author  of  falvation  to  perilhiog  fouls  ?  O,  how  adonllh- 
ing  is  it  to  fee  the  Creator  affronted  by  the  creature, 
the  Potter; by  his  day,  the  King  of  glory  by  worrr.s  of 
the  earth,  and  yet  hold  his  peace  !  Now,  is  the  Head 
fo  meek  and  patient,  and  fhould  not  the  members  be  fo 
too  J  O  how  unfecmly  is  it,  to  fee  a  company  of  fierce 
liops  following  a  meek  Lamb!  O  that  I  could  learn 
more  of  him  that  is  meek  and  lowly  in  heart* 

3.  Here  I  fee  the  greateft  inflance  of  divine  love  that 
ever  the  world  faw.  Behold  an  offended  God  willing 
to  fpare  wretched  criminals,  and  take  fatisfaSion  fn>m 
a  Surety  in  .their  room$  and  he  himfelf  finds  out  the 
Lamb  to  be  the  iacrifice,  even  his  eternal  Son,  who 
willingly  undertook  to  afiume  a  body  for  that  end«  How 
aftoniStiog  are  the  Lamb's  words,  Heb.  x.  5*  ^'  Sacri- 
fice aod  oSfering  thou  wouldil  not,  but  a  body  bad  thou 
-  prepared 
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prepared  me ;"  as  if  he  had  faid,  '*  Fadwf^  finoeiA  dc 

k^^al  facrifices  are  infufficient  to  iatisfy  iBaj  jiiftioet  ^ 

tone  for  fin,  and  ranfom  precious  fouk  ;  '^rm  taktAn 

bfydy  thou  haft  prepared  for  me,  let  that  betfacikfifiae 

to  juftice  \  it  is  more  valuable  than  any  other,  iieiif 

the  tabernacle  if  my  divine  Perfon ;  it  wiUMng^OT 

to  thy  offended  juftice,  and  iatisfy  it  to  the  :fiSl.    1 

yield  myfelf  willingly  to  be  the  prifoner  of  juftioe,  ;aDd 

go  quietly  as  a  lamb  to  the  daughter  ■$  not  dragfyedtpoty 

as  an  ox  or  a  bullock,  but  meekly  4Bid  pleafimtly,  JiKa 

kmb."     When,  according  to  this  agreement,  jotne 

tequired  the  Lamb  to  be  facrificed,  O  bov  pationtaBi 

Client  was  he  under  all  the  accufatioos  led  anainft  Ymkf 

though  he  was  wholly  innocent ;  hewoaM  laynothii^ 

in  his  own  defence.;  at  which  PUafee  (not  Jmowiag 'die 

caufeof  his  filence)  marvelled  gready,  tuning  Mftt 

feen  the  like  before.     But  our  Lamb-conlkloicd'tfaat-fe 

ftood  not  only  at  Pilate's  bar,  but  alfo  at  the  bardf 

God's  juftice  as  our  Surety,  bearing  tnir  guilt  \  and 

though  man  had  nothing  to  lay  to  his  charge,  yet  he 

knew  what  divine  juftice  had  to  charge  upon  hmi,  aid 

therefore  he  is  (ilent  and  anfwers  nothing,  that  he  might 

not  hinder  our  redemption,  nor  ftop  the  payment  ef 

our  debt.      When  juftice  charged  him  with  our  -fin, 

our  unbeliefs  pride^  coveioufnefsy  &c.  he  might  have  laid, 

*<  O  Father,  thefe  tranfgreftions  are  not  mine,  I  neitc 

offended  thee  *,"  but  he  will  do  nothing  to  refcue  Um- 

felf.     Therefore,  when  the  fearful  charge  of  the  whole 

fins  of  an  elcd  world  was  exhibited  againft  him,  kvA 

the  fwoid  of  juftice  drawn,  ready  to  ftrike,  he  opened 

not  his  mouth,  but  takes  with  the  charge,  as  if  be  h»I 

been  guilty  of  all.     Glr.ry  to  tlie  filcnt  Lamb  for  ever, 

that  would  not  hinder  our  releafe  from  puniCbment,  bat 

meekly  took  the  ftrokc  for  us. 

4.  Behold  this  meek  Lamb,  before  he  was  brought 
to  the  daughter,  led  up  and  down  from  place  to  place ; 
from  the  garden  to  the  high-prieft,  from  the  higl^prieft 
to  Pilate,  from  Pilate  to  Herod,  from  Herod  back  to 
Pilate,  from  Pilate  to  Calvary.  Behold  him  mocked, 
abufed,  and  difgraced  by  them,  buffeted  and  fptte  upon, 
crownedi  fcourged,  and  pierced,  and  yet  never  refifts 

nor 


IM^  eomt^aim.  He  wilKngly  **  gave  his  back  to  Ae 
fmteerS)  and  his  cheeks  to  them  that  pluckt  off  the 
hair,''  andlud  not  his  face  from  fpitdng.  Now  tb6 
mecit  Lainb  is  content  t?6  be,  as  the  ram  caught  in  the 
thickets,  to  be  flau^htered  and  facrificed  in  our  room^ 
■who  were  lying  bound  like  Ifaac,  to  have  been  the  fa- 
«ri6ce.  Oil,  it  was  our  (ins  that  platted  the  thorns ; 
they  affo  were  the  reed  that  drove  them  into  his  tem- 
ples, yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth. 

SNow  this  flaughtered  Lamb  is  fet  before  my  eyes 
e  farrament,  and  God*s  call  to  me  is,  "  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God,"  John  i.  29.  Now  let  me  behold  him 
unth  an  earadl  and  ileady  look,  with  faith  and  expec- 
tation, that  1  may  get  healing  to  all  my  difeafes.  As 
l}o  ftpng  Ifraeltte  goc  healing  from  the  brazen  ferpent^ 
tmtefb  they  teoked  to  it,  fo  none  can  get  benefit  from 
Chrifl*,  unJefs  they  hehoM  him.  May  I  never  look  z- 
way  from  this  Lamb,  to  my  tears,  conviflions,  prayer^j 
VemcnatiMis,  or  any  thing  elfe  ;  feeing  the  foeft  of  du- 
plies Witt  «iaLe  bad  faviours.  If  I  txpc^  falvation  from 
«tiMer  tbin^  i  am  undone,  for  there  is  no  o<!her  name 
men  under  heaven  whereby  men  can  be  faved  :  But  if 
1  lodk  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  my  fakation  is  fecured  by 
iiis  {MPoadife,  Ifa.  xlv.  aa. 

6.  There  was  no  houfe  in  Egypt  fafe  from  the  dc- 
fti9yiiig  Migd,  but  thofe  who  had  their  doors  fprinkled 
with  tiie  Uood  c^  the  pafdhal  lamb  :  So  there  is  no  foui 
fafe  (ftom  tfce  fword  of  revenging  juftice,  but  thofe  whe» 
by  faith  put  diemfelves  under  the  proteAion  of  the 
biovd  4yf  this  flain  Lamb  :  Let  me  therefore  take  the 
bvfiCh  ef  byflbp,  foith^  and  dip  it  in  the  bafon  of  the 
new  covenant,  and  fprinkle  this  blood  on  my  guilty 
lout,  a«d  fo  I  (hall  be  fafe. 

7.  How  bleflcd  is  their  charaAers  who  follow  the 
Lamb,  Rev.  xiv.  4  May  I  follow  bim  as  my  Phyfician 
le<cvre  Die,  my  Righteoufnefs  to  jullify  me,  my  Life 
to  qtuckea  me,  my  IHurfband  to  fupply  my  wants,  my 
Guide  to  condu£t  me,  my  Pattern  to  dire£%  me  in  my 
flSeps.  Let  me  iearn,  fronn  h\b  example,  to  be  patient 
without  murmuring,  when  I  am  under  affliction.  Let. 
Ric  leato  mccknefs  towards  men,  when  I  meet  with  re* 

Vol..  111.  Q^q  proaches 


304  Sacramintal'MeJitatknf}[ 

proaches  or  injuries  from  them.  Let  me  leftrn  a  re 
dinefs  to  obey  GodV  call  to  ercry  duty.  O  did  Chri 
go  willingly  to  the  flaughter  for  .us^^  and  (hall  I  I 
backward  to  pray,  communicate,  pan  with  (in,  or  A 
any  thing  he  requires  of  me  >  Let  me»  in  all  duties  m 
ordinances,  feek  after  the  Lamb's  pretence,  feeing  m 
eternal  happinefs  lies  in  being  ever  with  the  Lamb|  an 
to  be  fed  and  led  by  him,  Rev.  vii.  16. 


MEDITATION    XVI. 

t^rom  £ph.  i.  7.    In  whom  we  have  redew^tion  thnnt^ 
his  blood. 

HOW  difmal  is  our  cafe  by  nature  !  We  are  flavet 
fin  and  (atan^  and  prifonerstothejuftice  of  God,  beii 
fentenced  to  die,  doomed  to  wrath,  and  referred  to  pa 
lie  judgment  and  execution.  In  thb  miferable  cone 
tion  were  aU  mankind,  until  Chrift  came  to  ranfom  u 
And  O  how  difficult  and  coftly  was  our  redemption 
Chrift  !  no  lefs  could  be  the  price  of  it,  than  his  pi 
dons  blood.  The  glorious  Son  of  God,  who  creat 
heaven  and  earth,  muft  become  a  creature,  be  bom 
a  voman,  and  pour  out  his  blood  on  an  ignominioi 
crofs,  before  we  could  be  redeemed  from  fin  ai 
wrath.  O  how  valuable  muft  the  blood  of  this  inl 
nite  Perfon  be  !  What  is  the  blood  of  earthly  kings  ai 
princes  to  this  blood  !  Surely  one  drop  of  it  is  of  moi 
value  than  an  ocean  of  theirs !  and  yet  every  drop  < 
diis  blood  was  poured  out  upon  the  ground  for  our  r 
demption.    In  this  blood  I  lee  fundry  diings : 

I.  The  amazing  love  of  Chrift,  in  iheddu^  his  bloc 
for  the  redemption  of  fuch  creatures  as  I  am ;  creatop 
muft  ugly,  that  had  loft  the  image  of  God,  and  got  £ 
tan*s  image  pi£hircd  in  its  room,  and  were  diere{ 
become  black  as  hell.  Creatures,  knthfome  as  dea 
caicafes,  being  dead  in  tiefpaflcs  \   and  yet  diofe   1 

km 
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loved  fo  as  to  (bed  his  blood,  and  bleed  to  death  for 
them.  For  as  lovely  as  Sarah  was,  while  alive,  yet 
when  dead,  Abraham  could  look  on  her  no  more,  but 
would  luive  her  buried  out  of  his  fight.  But  Chriit 
faid  not  fo  of  his  tUQ,  fpoufe  when  dead  ;  no,  faid  he, 
let  me  bleed  and  die  for  her  to  bring  her  to  life ;  though 
mt  the  fame  time  (he  was  more  loathfome  than  Job  with 
his  boils,  Lazarus  with  his  fores,  or  any  dead  carcafe 
with  vermin.  O  what  caufe  could  be  given  for  the 
love  of  a  bleeding  Jcfus  ?  Well  might  he  fay,  "  I  loved 
you,  becaufe  I  loved  you ;  and  I  loved  you  freely."  And 
O  with  what  forrow,  pain  and  agony,  was  his  bleeding 
love  attended,  while  his  dear  foul  was  overwhelmed 
witfi  the  terrible  billows  of  his  Father's  wrath  I  Chrift 
knew  well  before  hand  all  thefe  fufferings,  and  all  the 
ingredients  in  the  cup,  yet  he  would  needs  drink  it 
for  us :  He  foreiaw  the  poifon  of  God's  arrows  that 
'  would  drink  up  his  fpirits  \  the  burning  thirft  that  the 
heat  of  divine  wrath  would  create  in  him  ;  yet  willing^ 
ly  did  he  go  to  bleed  and  die,  like  a  lamb  to  the  flaugb- 
tcr.     **  O  love  that  paffeth  knowledge  !" 

2.  In  Chrift's  blood  I  fee  the  glory  of  infinite  wif- 
dom  difplayed  :  Who  could  have  found  out  a  way  to 
reconcile  juftice  and  mercy,  and  fatisfy  both  their  de- 
mands about  Adam's  fallen  race  ?  A  general  council  of 
angels  could  never  have  thought  of  the  Son  of  God  his 
being  made  flelh  and  fhedding  his  blood  !  How  (hock- 
ing would  the  fuggeftion  have  been,  if  God  had  not 
made  it  ?  But,  behold  hereby  infinite  wifdom  hath  dif- 
covered  a  way  to  gratify  both  Jultice  and  mercy  *,  to 
ponifli  fin,  and  yet  pardon  the  unner  ^  to  maintain  the 
honour  of  the  law  giver ^  and  yet  preferve  the  life  of 
the  lanv-breaker  :  Hereby  mercy  is  Satisfied  in  fparing 
the  rebel  5  and  ^ti  juftice  more  glorified,  and  ftn  ren- 
dered more  odious,  than  if  the  fini)er  himfelf  had  been 
'  eternally  damned  for  it.  Nay,  th^yigh  all  the  men  on 
ear0i  had  been  caft  into  hell- fire  for  fin,  and  the  an- 
gels with  them,  it  had  been  no  fuch  indance  of  jullice> 
as  Chriil's  bleeding  and  dying  for  fin  :  For  what  is  the 
punifhing  of  creatures^  to  the  fuffering  of  the  Creator  ! 
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3.  Thh  blooH  beinc  fhc  blood  of  Oo4,  harth^  InAnhe 
Tirtue  and  efficacy ;  it  hath  pttrchafed  the  ''diurdi  of 
God,  and  all  grace  and  glory  to  her.  Ads  xx«  28^  k 
protects  all  who  come  nnder  the  cotert  of  it  ffom  the 
wrath  of  God,  Exod.  xii.  13.   <<  When  I  fee  the  Mood, 
I  will  pais  over  yoUj  and  the  plague  (hall  not  be  upon 
jou  to  dcftroy  you,  when  I  fmite  the  land  of  Kgypt*** 
This  blood,  which  is  tlie  price  of  our  redemption,  kafh 
marvelloas  effe£t8  ;  it  pleads  for  the  guilty,  and  obCttiil 
pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God,  nearnefs  to  and  oMi- 
tn union  with  him.    It  cleanfes,  heals,  fatis6e8  andbeao- 
t'lSes  periihtng  fouls ;  it  feats  the  New  Teffament,  o? er- 
comes  our  enemies,  liberates  the  prifoners,  opens  hea* 
ten's  j^ates,  and  gives  boldnefs  to  enter  in  :  The  ftu 
fon  Of  our  Redeemer  being  preferable  to  a  tnillion  of 
worlds'full  of  men  and  angels,  his  blood  alone  might 
well  fenre  for  an  cleft  world.     What  fins  can  be  fo 
he'nous  or  fo  numerous,  but  the  Mood  of  God  Cifl 
wafli  away  ?  This  was  famous  Cranmet's  fupport  thtt 
day  he  funered  martyrdom  ;   when  his  heinous  fin  of 
renouncing  [the  truth  ftared  him  in  the  face,  and  he 
was  greatly  dcjeftcd  for  it ;  he  brake  out,  **  Surely  God 
\(ras  made  flefb,  and  (faed  his  blood,  not  for  Icfler  fins 
f>n]y,  but  for  great  fins  alfo  :^    This  relieved  him,  and 
made  hitn  die  with  courage.    This  blood  can  help  in 
all  ilraits,  deliver  from  all  fears,  and  is  able  to  fave  to 
the  uttermoft.  It  hath  favcd  many  who  have  condemn* 
ed  themf:*lves,  and  thought  their  faivation  impoQihie' 
It  hath  eafed  many  confcienced,  when  the  terrors  of 
the  Alni^hty  have  furrounded  them,  and  his  arrows 
have  (luck  fiift  in  them.    It  hath  unftinged  death,  and 
carried  many  fafc  throi^gh  its  darkeft  vailies.     This 
blood  bath  cleanfed  many  whofc  hearts  were  filthy  as 
the  mire,  and  whofe  lives  fwarmcd  with  the  moft  a- 
bominHble  lulls,  fuch  as  the  Corinthians,  1  Cor.  v.  K* 
and  three  thoufand*of  thofe  who  had  imbrutd  their 
hands  in  (hedding  of  it.  Acts  ii.  36.     Nay,  it  is  able 
to  take  away  the  fins  of  a  world,  John  i*  29.  and  mudi 
more  the  fins  of  any  one  foul,  though  like  a  niountun 
for  weight,  or  the  fand  for  number. 

4.1 


«  4. 1  fee  this  Tedeeming  bicod  to  be  a  fuitable  remedy 
for  all  my  maladies )  O  that  I  couU  look  to  it  by  faith, 
apply  it  to  my  fores,  and  plead  it  with  God :  ^<  Lord.  I 
am  an  unrighteous  creature,  but  here  is  juftifying  blood  } 
my  heart  is  unholy,  but  here  is  fandtfying  blood )  my 
foal  is  wounded,  but  here  is  healing  blood*;  my  lufts 
are  ftrong,  but  here  is  mortifying  biood  ;  my  heart  \% 
hardi  bttt  here  is  foftening  blood ;  my  affc^ions  are 
dead,  but  here  is  quickefiing  blood  ;  my  love  is  cold,  but 
here  is  heart- warming  blood.  When  I  am  at  the.  holy 
table,  I  am  near  this  bleffed  remedy ;  O  let  me  not 
mtfe  a  care,  "when  the  balm  of  Gilead  is  among  my 
hands ;  let  me  not  perifli  in  my  guilt  beGde  the  open 
Foantain.  Oh,  this  blood  hath  healed  thoufands*  and 
ihall  I  remain  under  my  plague&P  Lord,  let  that  imM)- 
cent  blood,  which  ran  from  thy  hands,  heart,  and  fide, 
dn)pon  my  guilty  foul,  and  cleanfe  me  from  all  fin# .  O 
my  glorious  bleeding  Lamb,  *'  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canft 
-make  me  clean."  O  fay  to  me,  as  thou  didft  to  the 
'  leper,  **  I  will,  be  thou  clean"*'  Surely  ihy  blood  if 
more  able  to  fave  me,  than  my  fins  are  to  deftroy 

»«"  ,  " 

5.  How  juft  is  it,  that  I  (houid  commemorate  the 
flieddingof  this  blood  in  the  way  thatChrifl^  appoints  ^ 
Lord  help  me  to  go  co  thy  table,  and  realize  the  (hed** 
ding  of  this  blood  to  royfelf,  as  much  as  if  I  had  Aood 
by  the  croft,  and  feen  it  with  my  eyes  flowing  from  his 
wounds.  Let  my  faith  be  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen,  and  let  it  realize  the  ftiedding  of  C!hrift's  bipod 
as  evidently  to  me,  as  if  I  had  a£^ually  feen  it.  Ah,  [ 
cannot  fay  it  is  fo,  while  my  eyes  are  fo  dry,  and  my 
heart  fo  hard  ;  alas  for  my  ftupid  unconcerned  heart, 
that  doth  not  burit  into  love  and  tears  at  the  facra- 
mental  view  of  this  blood- (bedding  !  How  can  I  fee 
tbefe  hands,  that  fway  the  fceptre  of  the  heavens,  nail- 
ed to  the  tree  of  reproach,  and  not  mourn  ?  How  can 
1  fee  thofe  feet,  that  trample  on  the  powers  of  hell,  nail- 
ed to  a  tiee,  and  not  weep  \ '  Did  the  eaiih  tremble, 
rocks  rend,  fun  hide,  and  heavens  darken,  and  will 

not  my  rocky  heart  rend  for  fm,  that  caufed  all  P • 

Since  thou,  Lord,  comes  to  me  in  ftrcams  of  Wood, 

let 
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let  me  |i;o  forth  and  meet  tbee  wtdi  ftmmtof  tean« 
'  Oh,  (hall  I  be  mofe  (paring  of  my  teara  for  Qbrift^  thu 
he  was  of  his  blood  for  me  ?  Can  I  fee  thia  predona 
blood  run  down  in  ftreams,  and  my  eyea  not  poor  out 
fome  drops  ?  Can  I  refufe  drops  ot  water  fbt  ftieanu 
of  blood  r  Can  I  fee  the  blood  of  the  King  of  kings 
fpilt  like  water  on  the  ground,  and  the  earm  drinkiDg 
it  up,  and  my  heart  not  rend  for  (bedding  it  ?  Oh,  due 
**  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of 
tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night"  for  the  Hain 
Lamb  of  God ! 

•  6.  How  dreadful  muft  the  crime  be,  to  tiuad  tfiii 
blood  under  foot  by  unbelief,  or  unworthy  commtim- 
cating !  **  Had  Zimri  peace,  that  flew  hia  ntaftqr  J* 
And  can  I  have  peace,  lif  I  be  guilty  of  the  blood  o^ 
him  that  is  my  Mafter  and  Redeemer  both  f   How  U 
will  my  csie  be,  if  that  blood,  which  alone  can  pfiH 
cure  my  pardon,  ihall  cry  for  my  eternal  putiiihment) 
<<  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltinefft,  O  God.^    O  dnC 
I  could  value  and  efteem,  plead,  and  apply  this  precion 
blood  more  !  Lord,  accept  of  it  as  a  full  Utisfadion  for 
atl  my  (ins,  and  an  all*fufficient  price  for  my  foul's  ro> 
demption.     Is  not  one  drop  of  thy  Son's  blood  of  moie 
value  than  a  fea  of  mine  ?  My  fins,  alas,  have  (hut  ne 
out  of  paradife,  but  O  let  this  blood  open  paradi(e  to 
me  again  \  and  let  me,  through  this  Red*  fea,  enter  into 
the  heavenly  Canaan  \  I, know  I  can  have  n6  other  paC^ 
fage  to  it.    Lord,  impute  not  the*  guilt,  but  the  merit 
of  this  blood  to  me. 
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MEDITATION    XVH. 

From  Pfal.  Ixxii.  6,      He  Jhall  come  down  iihe  rain  upon 
the  mown  grafs^  as  Jhowers  that  water  the  earth, 

THIS  IS  fpoken  and  promifed  of  Chrift,  and  fervos 
to  teach  us,  that  Chrifl:  cQming  to  his  church  and  peo- 
pie,  by  the  gracious  influences  of  his  holy  Spirit,  is 
mofl:  ufeful  and  refrefliing  to  their  fouls,  like  (ho wers 
of  rain  to  the  dry  ground,  or  a  meadow  newly  cut,  to 
make  it  fpring  again«  Chrifllefs  fouls  are  like  the  dry 
ground^  without  the  moifture  of  faving  grace,  their 
hearts  are  hard  ;  neither  rods,  mercies,  nor  fermons> 
make  ihipreffion  upon  them :  Why  ?  they  are  without 
Chrift  the  Fountain  of  grace  and  fpiritual  influences* 
Before  the  fall,  man's  foul  was  like  a  well-watered 
garden,  beautiful,  green,  and  fragrant ;  but  by  his  a^ 
poftacy  from  God,  in  Adam  our  firft  head,  the  fprings 
of  grace  and  holinefs  are  quite  dried  up  in  his  foul ; 
and  there  is  no  curing  of  this  drought,  but  by  the  foul's 
union  with  a  new  Head,  to  wit,  Chrift ^  our  fecond  Adam^ 
who  has  the  Spirit  given  him  without  meafure,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  members.  Now,  when  we  are  imited  hy 
faith  to  Chrift,  our  Head  of  influences,  "  the  dry  land 
is  turned  into  water- fprings  s'^  Chrift  comes  down  as 
the  rain  by  his  Spirit  of  regeneration,  and  brings  the 
fprings  of  grace  into  the  foul.  He  is  the  fir  ft  and  im- 
mediate receptacle  of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  all  the  rep;e- 
nerating  and  fandifying  influences,  ancf  out  of  his  ful- 
nefs  we  muft  by  faith  receive  them.  And  when  at  any 
time  the  fprings  of  grace  are  interrupted  in  the  foul  by 
fin  or  unbelief,  fo  as  the  ground  turns  dry,  the  plants 
wither,  and  the  things  which  remain  are  ready  to  die  ; 
the  foul  hath  need  to  look  up  to  Jefus  Chrift,  to  come 
down  with  new  fhowers  upon  the  thirfty  ground,  and 
decayed  plants. 

I. 
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I.   As  the  rain  is  the  free  gift  of  God  to  the  dty 
giuuijd»  it  comes  free  Tind  cheap  to  poor  and  nciif  finall 
and  great,  and  cods  them  nothing :  So  Chrifty  with  his 
bleflfrngSy  is  God's  free  gift  to  a  dry  periihing  world,  for 
which  wc  ftouM  contimially  be  thankfol.      2.  As  no- 
thing can  (lop  the  falling  of  rain\  fo  nothing  can  bin- 
4kc  CbriA's  gracious  infltietices,  when  he  d^fijgBS  to 
awake,  convince,  or  fuften  a  hard  heart.     When  tfaofe 
(bowers  do  fall  on  finners,  the  mod  obftinate  will,  maft 
yicldj  and  cry,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  dp  ?" 
5.  As  tlie  rain  is  mod  ncceffary  and  faitable  to  the  drjr 
ground,  and  to  the  tarious  plants  it  prodoceth,  tAd 
tdfo  to  the  different  parts  of  every  plant  or  tree ;  fiick 
as  the  root,  trunk,  branches,  leaves,  flowers,  and  &tA ; 
fb  Chtift  is  abfolutely  necefiary,   and  his  infloehces 
tnoft  faitable,  to  all  his  peoples  fouls,  and  to  erery  ii^ 
cnhy  of  them,  the  underftanding,  ii4H,  memory,  and 
alleftions  ;  and  to  all  their  different  graceSj  faithj  love, 
repentance,  Sec.  to  root  and  itabiiih  them,  ftrengthen  . 
and  confirm  them,  qmctcn  and  increaTe  them,  cheriA 
and  prcferre  them.     4.  As  Che  rain  comes  down  itt 
divers  ways  and  manners  to  the  earthy  fomettmes  wWi 
cold  winds  and  tcmpcfts,  thunders  and  Tightntfigs  5  and 
at  other  times  with  calmnefs  and  warmth  :   So  QirHl 
comes  to  finners,  fometimes  wifh  (harp  con  virions  and 
legal  terrors,  and  -fomtrtimcs  with  alluring  fnvitatiQiM 
and  promifes.      5.  O  how.  plcafant  arc  the  eSe^ls  of 
rain  to  latiguifhing  plants,  to  make  them   green  and 
beautiful,  lively  and  ftrong,  fragrant  and  fruitful  ?  So 
the  efFcas  of  Chtift's  influences  are  mod  deHreabh  to 
drooping  fouls,  for  enlightening  and  cnHvenhig  them, 
for  confirming  and  ftrengthen ing  Acm,  for  comforting 
and  enlarging  them,  for  appetizing  and  fatisfyrng  them, 
transforming  and  beautifying  them.      A  (bower  from 
Chrift  would  foon  make  the  church,  though  withered, 
turn  green  and  beautiful,  and  to  fend  forth  a  fmell  as 
of  a  field  that  the  Lord  hath  bleffed  ;  and  likevirife  fome 
drops  of  this  (howcr,  falling  down  upon  the  languifli- 
ing  graces  of  communicants,  would  foon  make  thcfli 
vigorous  and    lively  in    fhewing  forth  their  Saviour'tf 
dcdth  at  his  table. 

Here 
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IJere  I  may  fee  the  reifon  why  many  fouls  continue 
as  dry  ground  in  their  parched  natural  condition^  whilq 
f>ther$  ne<ir  them  are  nouriihing  and  fruitful ;  Chrift*s 
(hower  hath  come  down  upon  the  one,  and  not  upoi| 
the  other »  one  piece  U  rained  upon,  and  another  piece 
i$  dry  and  withered,  according  to  that  word  in  A:no$ 
iv.  7*  Oh|  what  caufe  is  there  to  bewail  the  evident 
fymptoffns  of  thi;  continuing  natural  drought  in  multi- 
(nde«  of  fouls  !  Why  I  their  hearts  are  hard^  impene* 
Irable  and  unaffected  with  the  mifcrable  (late  they  are 
Iq  I^y  nature,  and  with  the  woful  pi  agues  of  their  hearts. 
Tbey  have  no  fenfe  or  feeling  ot  the  evil  nature  of  fin, 
nptvitbftanding  of  all  the  reproofs  and  threatening^  of 
the  wprdf  or  the  rods  and  (Irokes  it  bri  igs  upon  them  } 
ot  of  the  fuf&rings  of  Chrill  for  fm  And  though 
God  afiures  themi  that  the  end  of  dry  ground  is  curfing 
and  turuing^  they  are  impepicent  and  unconcerned  ua- 
der  all.  U  if  parched  fouls  in  their  natural  eftate  were 
made  ienfible  of  their  mifery,  and  brought  to  bewail 
their  cafe,  and  fay,  ••  O  I  am  as  the  heath  in  the  de- 
'  fart,  that  fees  no  rain  ;  I  am  a  dry  tree ;  if  I  continue  in 
thU  ftate,  I  will  be  cut  down  as  cum^eri.:g  the  ground, 
ftod  made  fuel  to  hell  fire,  1  fee  the  a$  of  jittlce  laid 
%Q  my  root,  every  hour  I  am  in  danger  of  the  blow.  O 
if  Chrift  would  interpofe  to  fpare  me,  and  come  down 
upoD  mc  as  the  raiii,  and  bring  the  moillure  of  grace 
into  n^y  foul." 

How  lamentable  alfo  is  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  O'lce 
feemed  to  be  watered  by  this  heavenly  rain,  and  now 
are  parched  by  a  lo  ig  confumiag  drought  and  wither- 
ing wind  !     They  have  loll  their  former  greenneG  and 
pfipidurc,  their  fpiricuality  and  iivclnieis,  and  rhjir  du- 
ties ar^  quite  dwindled  away  into  a  iieief-.  carcafi  and 
dead  (oinialiiy.     They  have  loft  their  wonted  Freedom 
and  enlargement  in  prayer,  and  are  falle  >  ur)der  fad 
bonds  and  (trajttnings  of  fpirit,   which   makes  triem 
count  holy  things  a  A'cariucfs,  and  tretjueiuiy  ne^l.ct 
fecrct  prayer*     Surely  fuca  have  great  need  of  Chnd's 
coming  down   upon  them  ab  the  rain,  to  makj  cnen 
fp.iifig  up  as  the  grifs,  and  revive  a>  theco.n.     A- 
lasi  we  hav^  a  liuiul  hand  in  bringm^  on  fuch  a  fpiri. 
Vol.  dU  K  r  taal 
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tual  drought,  by  quenchiog  die  modoni^  dicSpirit^ 
indulging  flefiiiy  lufts,  giving  the  world  Ohrift's  room  in 
the  heart,  and  negledling  to  live  by  faith  oa  the  Son  oi 
God,  who  is  the  Kain  and  Dew  of  IfracL       ' 

How  happy  are  thofe  who  live  under  the  dinoppings 
'  of  this  rain  !  They  are  like  trees  planted  by  the  w»i 
terS)  their  roots  fpread  forth,  and  their  leaves  are -greeo^ 
Jer.  xVii.  8*  **  Have  I  the  figns  of  fuch  perfbiir^:^  b^ 
my  heart  ready  to  melt  at  the  fight  of  acractfied  Jefiu 
fet  before  me  in  the  (acrament  ?  Do  I  moam  lor  Uiy 
fins  that  pierced  him  ?  Am  I  ready  to  think  worfe  cl 
myfelf  than  any  other  perfon  can  ?  Is  my  heart  foft 
and  pliable  to  the  will  of  God,  both  in  his  precepts  and 
^providences  !  Do  the  world's  good  things  bulk  but  lit- 
tle in  my  eye  ?  Is  it  my  defire  to  meet  with  Cbrift  in 
every  duty  and  ordinance  ?  Do  I  (till  look  on  fin  as 
Chrift's  enemy  ?  Am  I  afraid  of  provoking  him  by  fin 
to  withhold  the  (bowers,  and  nuke  the  Ii^vens  as  bnft 
to  me  ?  Am  I  defirous  to  bring  forth  fruit  anfweraMe 
to  the  waterings  he  graciouilf  allows  mt.^  O  niayl 
find  thefe  marks  in  my  foul. 

O  that  I  could  eartieitly  plead  for  the  fulfilling  of 
this  promife  in  the  te^t,  that  Chrift  would  come  down 
as  the  rain,  that  he  would  fend  the  fibowers  he  hath 
merited  and  promifed»  fend  them  to  myfelf,  to  the 
church,  and  to  the  whole  land  ;  to  the  prefent  age  and 
to  the  rifing  generation.  O  what  glorious  effedls  wooU 
thefe  fcowcrs  produce  !  They  would  beautify  the  ' 
church  and  her  aflemblies,  make  both  roinifterssnd 
profefTots  to  Chine  in  holineis,  and  congregadons  to  be 
lively  in  worfhip.  They  would  open,  prifon-doprs, 
loofe  bonds,  enlarge  hearts,  revive  drooping  foiUs^  mm 
their  water  ijito  wine,  their  forrow  into  j<^y,  their  com- 
plaints into  praifes,  and  make  them  (ing  in  the  ways  of 
the  Lord.  By  thefe  (howers  God  would  be  gioiificdi 
the  church  cemented,  and  her  diilempers  healed.  Or* 
dinances  would  be  fuccefsful,  communions  more  pka- 
fant,  the  godly  more  valued,  religion  more  efteemed, 
^nd  the  way  to  heaven  more  delightfuh  Lord,  look  on 
the  dry  ground  and  prefent  droughty  ftafon  with  {utji 
ppei)  th^  windows  of  heaveui  and  fend  down  Oipwers 

as 
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as  in  farmer  times,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  World* 
Send  a  fliower  to  young  communicants,  and  to  thofc 
who  have  not  feen  thy  goings  in  the  fanftuary :  A  (bow- 
er to  (tony  hearts  and  withered  hands ;  a  (bower  to  fof- 
ten  the  clods,  loofe  the  roots,  and  open  the  fprings.  O 
bow  mtsch  good  would  one  of  Chr^ft'b  (holers  do  to  a 
poor  dry  land  !  what  wonders  would  it  work  !  what 
prifoners  would  it  loofe  !  what  cloudy  minds  would  it 
brighten,  and  what  doubting  fouls  would  it  refoive ! 
Come  down>  Lord  Jefus.     Amen. 


MEDITATION    XVIII. 

Ffom  Mat.  viii.  8.     Lord^  I  am  not  worthy  that  thoU 
Jhoutdjl  come  under  my  roof. 

FAITH  and  repentance  do  ftill  go  to^rether ;  erery 
believer  is  a  true  penitent :.  he  that  puts  on  the  Lord  Je* 
fus,  is  alfo  clothed  with  humility.  The  higher  thoughts 
a  man  bath  of  Chri(t,  the  lower  thoughts  will  he  have 
of  himfelf.  When  the  man's  eye*  are  op'^n  to  fee  the 
holtnefs  and  excellency  of  Chrift,  he  is  made  to  own  his 
own  nothingnefs  before  him,  and  hib  infinite  diftance 
from  bill,  and  to  fay,  like  the  centurion  in  the  text, 
••  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou  (houldft  come  under  my 
Jroof/'  y.  d.  It  is  too  great  an  honour  for  fuch  a  guilty 
and  filthy  creature  to  entertain  a  Saviour  of  infinite  pu« 
rity  ;  my  heart  is  more  unworthy  than  my  houfe,  I 
have  nottiing  to  commend  me  to  trjce.  The  lowly  foul 
abhors  himfeif,  as  vile  in  the  (ight  of  a  holy  God  :  he 
fays,  I  am  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  my  rightt*ouf- 
nefs  is  as  filthy  rags  ^  in  me  dwells  no  good  thing ;  1 
am  infufiicient  of  mylelf  to  do  any  thing  that  is  good, 
or  even  to  tbink  a  good  thought  r  it  is  God  th<it  mufk 
work  in  me,  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  good  plea* 
pleaAxre.  He  is* under  no  obligation  to  pity  or  help 
iTie,  it  will  be  abfolute  free  mercy  in  him,  if  he  do  it. 
The  lowly  man  hath  undervaluing  thoughts  of  himfeif^ 
R  r  a  and 
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and  of  all  his  own  doings  and  attainiMntl  t  ht  f^nomt* 
ceth  all  confidence  in  hia  otm  rt^bteoafneft,  Afid  hdm- 
by  fubmity  to  the  fighteoufneft  Of  God  by  faith :  he  k 
content  to  be  fltipt  of  all  his  own  garmetita,  ttiat  Ciittd 
it.ay  be  hh  clo^thing :  he  looks  tiot  to  his  own  perforftw 
ance?  to  recommend  him  to  God,  bat  only  toChftitUi 
Surety.:  he  is  willing  to  go  oiit  of  himfelfy  and  liir€ 
wholty  upon  borrowrd  tighteoufnefs  and  bofr^wted 
ftrtngth,  even  t  >  live  upon  Chtift  crucified,  aad  M^le*- 
rive,  daily  and  hourly,  from  him,  fttehgthboth  for  dttty 
and  difficulty,  for  work  and  warfare.  The  man  that  ia 
lowly  in  heart,  fubmits  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  his  dit 
pe nfationFy  is  cbntent  witb  every  condition  he  thinks  bcft 
for  him*,  he  is  patient  iii  affliction,  and  filent  under  God's 
rod,  without  anfwering  again.  He  is  fenHble  that  he 
j.iftly  defervcth  hell,  and  therefore  is  very  thankful  for 
the  leaft  mercy ;  like  the  Woman  of  Canaan,  he  othfti, 
himfelf  unworthy  as  a  dog,  and  will  be  thankful  for  the 
crun  bs  that  fall  from  the  childrens  table.  He  will  be 
thankful  for  a  word  from  Chrift,  for  a  lock,  fot  a  fmiie, 
for  the  lead  token  of  his  favour,  or  the  fmalleft  inia^ 
ence  of  his  Spirit. 

Wherever  faith  is  in  exercife,  it  is  a  fouKhiimbHtig 
and  feltcmptying  grace,  and  lays  the  fc  ul  very  low  bt^ 
fore  God  ;  and  God  always  hath  TcfftSt  to  fuch  faith 
and  to  fuch  lowlinefs,  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  6.  Chrift  put  great 
rcfpeft  upon  the  \oVir\y  centurion,  Mat.  viii.  10,13.  "^ 
have  not  f  uund  fo  great  faith,  no,  not  in  Ifratll ;  go  thy 
way,  and  as  thou  haft  believed,  fo  be  it  done  Unto  th^*" 
He  alfo  put  great  rcfpe&  on  the  humble  publiciini  Luke 
atviii.  13,  14.  and  declared  him  juftificd  •,  for  (faith he) 
«  He  that  hurtibleth  himfelf  (hall  be  exalted.'*  He  put 
great  honour  on  the  humble  woman  of  Canaan,  that 
owned  herfclf  vile  as  a  dog,  Mat,  xv.  ay.  "  O  woman^ 
great  is  thy  faith,  (faid  he)  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thoa 
wilt/'  And  he  faith  of  himfelf|  Ifa.  Iviii.  154  though 
he  be  "  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  tttftni- 
ty,  yet  he  dwells  with  the  humble  fpirit/'  And  thus 
he  ftts  himfelf  btforc  us,  as  the  great  pattern  of  hum* 
Utj^  and  bids  us  learn  it  of  him.  When  he  appeared 
unto  Mofes,  it  was  not  on  a  lofty  cedmr^  but  in  a  low> 
xtiean^  humble  bujh.    And  when  he  would  appear  in  our 
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nature,  it  was  not  a  great  exalted  worhan  he  takes  up 
%rit^,  hut  a  lonu  humble  virgin^  as  Mary  h^^rftlf  pbfcnrcs^ 
Luke  i.  48,  52,  May  I  be  helped  then  to  appear  be* 
fofe  him  at  his  holy  table,  with  a  humble  fpirit,  and 
lowly  frame,  that  he  may  vouchfafe  to  dwell  and  hold 
communion  with  me. 

O  that  I  had  the  marks  of  a  lowly  hcart<  and  could 
fay»  that  I  blufh,  ^nd  am  afhamed  before  God  in  pray^ 
ef|  b^caufe  of  my  fmfulnefs  and  pollution  !  that  I  am 
,  Inade  to  Wonder  at  friSe  grace  in  fpating  fuch  avileun^ 
thankful  wretch^  in  keeping  me  out  of  hell,  in  offering 
Itie  Chriit  and  pardon  through  hi^  bloody  and  calling 
me  to  his  holy  table*  That  1  difclaim  all  rij^hteoufncft 
by  the  law,  and  expeft  nothing  but  wruh  and  ruin 
from  that  airth  \  that  I  look  only  to  Chrift,  and  have 
admiring  thoughts  of  him  and  his  law  biding  righteouf« 
Hcfs- — That  1  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  indwelhnjB;  fin,  and 
erf  the  corruptions  of  my  heart,  and  thihk  more  meati^ 
ly  of  myfelf  thaii  any  other  perfon  can. — That  I  ant 
jealous  of  my  wicked  heart,  and  aftaid  left  \  betray  or 
5voand  rhe  Son  of  God,  and  i!bntra£l  blood  guilti« 
nefs.;  and  therefore  I  adventure  to  his  t/»l>le  with  much 
fetr  and  trembling.  Lordj  belloW^  upon^  me  fuch  a 
humble  heart. 

O  can  fuch  an  ill-defierving  creatufe  appear  before 
6od|  nnd  cxpeft  mercy^  who  have  fo  long  abufed  mer^ 
cy  !  Lord,  inftead  of  ftretching  forth  a  fceptre  of  mer- 
cy to  invite  me  to  thy  table,  thou  mighted^  with  the  rod 
of  thy  juftice,  jultly  da(h  me  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  vtf« 
fel.  Inttead  of  entertaining  me  with  the  bread  of  life, 
Btid  the  cUp  of  blefTmg,  thou  mighteil  give  me  the  bread 
and  Water  of  affliction  j  yea,  catl  me  into  that  pit,  where 
1  Should  cry  in  vain  for  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  my  thtrf- 
ty  tongue.  O  ihall  fuch  a  wretched  dog  as  I  prefume 
to  come  to  thy  table,  and  eat  of  the  childrens  bread^ 
who  am  not  worthy  to  eat  of  the  crumbs  that  fail  from 
it !  But  1  have  heard  of  the  mercy  of  the  King  of  If<- 
tael;  that  he  delight^  to  {how  it  to  the  unwonhyt  that 
hurrible  themfelves  before  him.  Oh,  I  am  vile,  and  un*- 
fit  to  appear  before  thee  \  but  furely,  they  are  undone 
wb6  keep  away  from  thee,     I  am  come  to  thee,  not 
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becaufe  I  am  6t  or  worthy,  butbecaafe  thou  att  ricbb 
mercy  ;  and  haft  contrived  a  way  for  iiiTing  the  like  of 
me.    Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  come  within  fight  of 
thee,  but  far  lefs  that  thou  fliouldft  come  under  nqf  • 
roof  to  lodge  with  me  !  ''  Will  God  in  very  deed  coipe 
and  dwell  with  men  !"  This  is  a  wondert .  tbougk  iK 
men  were  as  innocent  and  righteous,  aa  .once..  A^an 
was  !  But  will  he  lodge  or  feaft  with  me  that  am  a  k' 
per  ^  Will  he  come  under  th^  rpof  of  my  fout^ahtfife 
fo  ruinous,  fmoaky  and  defiled,  where  he  hannot  a  &.. 
place  to  lay  his  head  ?  But,  O  my  humble,  condeiccad* 
ing  Saviour  did  not  difdain  to  ly  itf  a  nyasiger  lUMDg 
beafls,  nor  to  dine  with  Simon  a  leper !  O  £prd.  Jefn% 
come  in  thyfelf  and  furnifh  the  houfe,  .prepare  an  up- 
per-room in  my  foul,  large,  fwept,  and  garniflKdf.and 
there  abide,  and  keep  the  pafibver  with  me«     --    ,^    . 

Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  eat  the  crumbs  that  M 
from  my  own  table,  much  lefs  thofe  that  fall  from  diine* 
I  deferve  not  a  room  to  ftand  among  thy  fervants,  far 
lefs  to  fit  down  with  thy  children.  I  am  not  worthy  of 
my  daily  bread  from  thee,  and  {hall  I  be  allowed  to 
eat  of  the  bread  of  life  ?  Shall  I,  who  deferve  not  the 
bread  of  men^  be  admitted  to  eat  the  bread  of  angeh  t 
Shall  I  fit  down  with  him,  at  whofe  feet  they  fall  ^  If 
John  the  Babtift  (q^e  of  the  greateft  that  was  bom  of 
women,  who  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  tbc 
womb,)  thought  himfelf  not  worthy  to  loofe  Chrift's 
ihoes,  how  unworthy  am  I,  the  meaneft  of  creatures, 
a  tranfgrefibr  from  the  womb,  to  be  admitted  to  touch, 
nay,  feed  upon  Chrid's  broken  body  and  (bed  blood ! 
If  Peter,  after  feeing  Chrift's  glory,  and  his  own  vile* 
nefs,  judged  himfelf  unworthy  to  be  in  the  fame  fliip 
M^ith  Chrift,  and  cried,  "  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a 
fmful  man  :"  How  (hail  I,  the  chief  of  finners,  adven* 
ture  to  fit  down  at  the  fame  table  with  him  in  a  familiar 
way  !  If  the  woman  with  the  bloody'iflue'was  afraid  to 
come  and  touch  the  hem  of  Chrift's  garment,  how 
much  more  may  I,  who  am  full  of  the  running  ifibes 
of  fin,  fear  to  touch  the  fymbols  of  his  body  and  blood, 
or  put  my  hand  into  his  fide  ?  If  the  purcft  angels  muft 
ceyer  their  fices  when  before  him,  how  fhall  Ij  who 
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am  fo  impure,  appear  openly  in  his  prefence  ?  But 
glory  to  God,  for  the  bleflVd  covering  provided  for  my 
guilty  foul,  under  which  I  may  appear  and  be  accept- 
ed.    I  come  to  thee  wrapt  in  it,  Lord,  accept  of  me. 

O  how  diftinguifhing  are  ihy  favours  to  me  an  un- 
worthy creature  !  Thou  mighteft  juftly  have  put  in  my 
hand  a  cup  of  trembling  and  unmixed  wrath,  a  cup  fil- 
led with  horror  of  confcience  and  fearful  defpair  :  But, 
inftead  thereof,  thou  giveft  me  the  cup  of  bleffing,  filled 
with  the  hope  of  pardon  and  eternal  life.  I  might  have 
been  in  hell  drinking  the  damned's  cup  of  wrath,  into 
vrhich  juflice  is  dill  pouring  in  as  fall  as  they  drink  out: 
But  glory  to  fre6  grace,  thou  called  me  to  drink  the 
cup  of  falvation,  which  jny  Saviour  hath  purchafcd 
with  his  blood,  and  fweetened  with  his  bleffing.  Thanks 
be  to  God  for  it  for  ever. 


MEDITATION    XIX. 

From  2  Cor.  xi.  ij.     Thanhs  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeahm 
able  gift* 

MANY  give  thanks  to  God  for  meat  and  drink  to 
their  bodies,  which  indeed  is  the  duty  of  all ;  but  a^ 
las,  few  give  thanks  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only 
food  of  precious  fouls,  and  God's  unfpeakable  igift  to 
men  !  Many  are  fond  of  temperal  gifts  and  earthly  rich- 
es, which  are  nothing  but  vanity  ;  but  ah,  they  are  e.ify 
about  this  Pearl  of  great  price,  this  matchlefs  gift,  whofe 
value  no  tongue. can  cxprefs,  nor  open  up  what  is  con- 
tained in  it.  The  apodle  tells  us  a  great  truth,  Eph. 
i.  3.  that  *'  God  blefles  us  with  all  fpiritual  bieffings 
in  Chrift  "  In  this , gift  of  God ^  we  have  innumerable 
gifts  beftowed  on  thole  who  Delieve  on  him ;  fuch  as  the 
gift  of  fp'^itual  illumination,  pardon  of  fin,  a  law-bld- 
ing  righteoufnefs,  reconciliation  with  God,  adoption  in- 
to his  family,  rcftoring  of  his  image,  fanctifying  in- 
^ueuces,  fpiritual  ilrength  for  work  and  warfare,  ioofnig 
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of  bonds;  witneffing  of  the  Spirit,  onftififfiiiit  of  dndlr 
conduA  through  the  dark  valleyi  andjft  title  to  die  xa^" 
Kont  of  glory,  and  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  Q^\ 
Cbrift  »  the  moil  neceflary  and  moft  enrichiog gift  tii^' 
was  gnren  ^o  the  world,    God  gare  him  to  be  i|  AW  ; 
^mtrcf^  to  fave  our  foub  when  fhipwiecM*   Qegnr  ; 
lum  to  be  our  Riyfician  and  balm,  to  kesil  widktn  fiT   j 
wDvnd^  fcem^d  incurable.    He  gave  lum  to  be^  ik  - ; 
Lord  our  righteoofnefs,"  wheiT  we  bad  no  ng)ilcm   \ 
iie(f.     He  gave  him  to  be  our  Advocate  to^fSMdCf    ' 
«8»  when  we  hid  many  accufers,  and  none  to  uhf  Ml 
part*    He  g^ive  him  to  us  to  be  **  wifdom»  ri^bteol^ 
neftt   fi^fi£li6cation,   and  redemptiort.*^      |fl  mtjA 
there  is  infimU  Julnefs  and  unfimrchahh  rkiet^   WcV 
may  the.fpoufe  call  Chrift  a  /*  bundle  of  myn>h|  |iNi 
a  clniler  of  camphire»^   Cant,  u   131  14*   bfCfofe  A    1 
many  gifts  s^d  blefliags  are  bundled  up  in  thisoneiift*    I 
Oht  what  can  I  conceive*  or  what  can  I  txpttUtfik    \ 
gift !    He  that  would  defcribe,  or  fpeak  of  diis  giftf    j 
would  nred  to  have  his  tongue  dipt  in  heaven.  S)mii    \ 
an  angel  come  down  from  it  to  tell  us  of  thi»  gift,  be    j 
would  outfpeak  all  the  men  on  earth  ;    yet,  when  be    { 
had  faid  all  he  could,  the  gift  would  be  far  kbove  Ul 
expreflion  *,  Why  ?  becaufe  he  is  unfpeakable* 

Thanks  be  unto  God  that  gave  us  not  a  fervant,  not 
an  angel  net  a  friend,  but  his  Son.  Not  an  'adopted 
fon,  Lut  his  own  Son  by  ettrnal  generation  :  .**  A  S«i| 
who  is  the  brightncfs  of  his  Father's  gloiy,  and  Aeei- 
piefs  imjge  of  his  Pcrfcn."  Yea,  he  gave'us  hip  oniy 
Son,  to  die  as  a  facrificc  in  our  room  !  How  bittcrfjf 
did  J.icob  bewail  the  parting  with  one  fon,  when  he  hwl 
eleven  bi  hind  !  But  God  gave  his  only  begotten  8o«f 
and  the  Son  of  his  love  fcr  us  I  It  is  recorded,  as  anad- 
niirable  inftanceof  Abiahann's  obedience,  that  he  ^>* 
willing  to  part  with  his  only  fon  at  God*s  command, 
Gen.  xxii.  12.  "  Now  1  ki  ow  that  thou  fcareft  -Gbdi 
feeing  thou  haft  not  withheld  thy  fon,  thinc  onlyfi^r 
fron,  me."  But  what  was  Abraham's  fon  to  GoA 
eternal  Son,  t]:e  frcond  Perfon  of  ihc  g'orious  Trinity! 
a  Son  that  was  hi8  equal  !  a  hon  in  whom  hhs  icul  de» 
lighted  !  a  Son  that  never  dilpleafed  him  at  any  ttinct 
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ISpw  bitterly  did  David  mourn  at  parting  with  a  rebel- 
Ji^us  fon !  *^  O  Abfalom,  my  fon»  my  fon,  would  to 
God  I  had  died  for  thee/'  &c.  But  what  are  all  the 
t^as  of  men,  or  ten  thoufand  worlds  full  of  men,  or  as 
inany  heavens  full  of  angels,  to  the  beloved  Son  of  God, 
whQm  all  the  angels  wor (hip  and  adore  !  And  yet  thl& 
i$  the  gift  which  God  gives  ua.  In  giving  this  gift» 
4tVUtC  bounty  hath  (tretched  itfelf  to  the  uttermofl; : 
Be.  could  b^ve  created  a  million  of  heavens  more  bright, 
WoA  millions  of  angels  more  glorious,  for  us ;  but  a 
more  glorious  Son  he  had  not,  nor  could  have  \  a  great* 
cr  gift  he  had  not  in  all  his  treafures,  than  his  own  co- 
c^toriial  and  confubftantial  §on,  yet  he  makes  a  free  gift 
of  him  to  us  !  O  who  would  not  give  thanks  unto  God 
for  this  bis  unfpeakable  gift !  And  who  would  not  part 
Vith  ail  the  world,  to  have  an  intereft  in  this  gift  fealed 
to  him  at  the  Lord's  table  !  This  is  the  gift  that  fweet- 
eoa  aU  other  gifts,  and  without  wluch  nothing  in  ^ 
world  hath  any  fweetnefs  in  it. 

This  gift  of  God  is  mod  free  \  it  was  impoflible  that 
the  world  could  have  Chrift  any  other  way,  than  as  a 
Irce  gift.  A  man  like  old  Jacob  may  be  bereaved  of 
hiQ  <^ldren,  but  it  was  not  poffible  that  God  could  be 
bereaved  of  his  dear  Son.  Neither  could  we  have  him 
by  purchafe ;  w^  weie  fo  poor,  we  had  nothing  where- 
with to  purchafe  the  leaft  bleffing.  And  what  though 
all  the  riches  of  the  world  had  been  ours,  chough  all 
its  mountains  had  been  gold,  pearls,  or  diamonds,  they 
would  not  have  been  fu$cient  to  purchafe  one  light  of 
this  gift,  far  lef?  a  right  to  it«  Nor  could  ever  any  mo- 
tive be  found  out  for  bellowing  this  gift,  btat  the  mere 
Ir^feveof  God,  John  iii.  19.  "  God  fo  loved  the 
worldf  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  :*'  As  if  he 
bad  faid,  (ince  the  world  hath  no  merit,  nor  price, 
WQCth  nor  motive,  to  obtain  this  blefiing,  I  ju(t  make 
|t  free  gift  of  him  to  the  world  ;  Take  him  freely,  poor 
beggars  of  Adam's  family;  take  him,  and  he  will  en- 
rich you  all !  And  O  how  feafonable  and  unexpe£tedly 
was  thiys  gift  given  !  Adam,  when  he  came  trembling 
before  Goii  after  his  fall,  looking  for  his  final  doom^ 
did  little  cxpeft  fuch  a  gift,  until  God.  himfelf,  to  the 
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aftenifliment  of  angels  and  men,  promifed  tlie  feed  of 
the  woman.  Who  could  have  thought,  that  the  great 
God  would  have  gifted  his  dear  Son  to  fucb  vile  wretch- 
es, finners  that  were  not  feeking  him  !  Nay,  who  of  . 
mankind  could  have  defired  fuch  a  gift  ?  Indeed,  when 
we  had  been  perifliing,  Nve  might  have  looked  up,  aod 
cried,  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us :  But  who  wo«U 
have  faid,  O  give  the  Son  of  thy  love  to  bear  the  wrath 
due  to  us !  We  neither  deferved,  nor  defired  thuigifif 
but  God  gave  it  mod  freely  and  furprifingly !  Wbai 
Adam  broke  God's  covenant,  he  was  purfmd  widi  a 
cry,  ^^  Adam,  where  art  thou  ?"  Doubtlefs,  Adam  es- 
peded  a  terrible  blow  from  the  fword  of  juftice }  bitff 
behold,  he  is  purfued  with  a  cry,  and  the  unfpeakabk 
gift  in  the  Crier's  hand  !  O  how  furprifing  was  this  t» 
poor,  trembling,  guilty  Adam  !  What  caufe  had  he  to 
cry,  "  Th'/inks  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift!* 
Whatjhall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  fuch  a  Gift  !  And  the 
fame  caufe  have  we. 

O  wonderful  love  !  this  free  gift  is  offered  freely  to 
the  pooreft  creature  of  Adam's  family  \  fo  that  fuch  an 
one  as  I,  am  warranted  to  accept  and  embrace  it,  and 
make  fure  my  intereft  in  it ;  "  Lord,  I  believe,  help 
thou  my  unbelief.''  Many  covet  other  gifts,  but  I 
covet  this  bed  Gift,  this  enriching  Gift ;  this  is  a  law- 
ful covetoufnefs :  I  receive  this  Gift  of  God  into  my 
bofom,  into  my  very  heart.  O  that  I  had  the  marb 
of  thole  who  pofTcfs  this  Gift,  and  are  truly  thankful 
for  it  !  Can  1  fay,  that  this  Gift  is  truly  precious  in  fflj 
eyes,  and  that  I  efteem  it  far  above  all  temporal  gi(tt 
whatfomever  :  That  1  am  oft  thinking  upon  his  match* 
lefs  excellency,  his  low  (loop  and  condefcending  love; 
and  do  I  frequently  break  out  with  the  Pfalmift,  *'  whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  eardi 
I  defire  bcfides  thee."  Have  I  low  thoughts  of  myfcl^ 
as  unworthy  that  Chrift  ihould  come  under  my  roof| 
reckoning  myfelf,  with  Paul,  *^  the  leaft  of  all  faints, 
and  chief  of  fmners  ?  Do  I  renounce  all  Chrift's  rivals 
and  competitors,  fuch  as  my  beloved  lulls,  and  beloved 
righteoufnefs  ?  Do  1  count  all  my  doings  and  dutiei, 
\\  but  lofs  and  dung"  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift? 

Do 
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l)o  I  take  the  crown  off  every  head,  and  put  it  iipon 
Chrift's  head,  and  give  him  all  the  glory  of  my  falva- 
don  and  fay,  that  **  in  the  Lord  Jefus  only  I  have  righ« 
teoufnefs  and  ftrength  ?'*  Am  I  careful  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  would  difhonour  Chrill  ?  and  do  I  fay  16 
every  temptation  that  offers,  "  How  (hall  I  do  this 
Wickedhefs,  and  (in  againfl  God,'*  or  bring  a  reproach 
tipon  Chrift  and  his  ways  !  Do  I  rejoice  when  Chrifl: 
is  honpured,  his  throne  raifed,  his  glory  advanced,  and 
his  fttbje£is  increafed ;  aiid  when  ftrangers  and  young 
•nes  are  drawn  to  love  and  admire  him  ?  Am  I  often 
ftying,  **  What  (hall  1  render  unto  the  Lord  for  his 
tinfpeakable  Gift  ?"  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprefs  my 
thankfulnefs  :  I  have  nothing  to  give  him  ;  but  I'll  ren- 
der all  I  have  to  him,  my  foul,  my  body,  my  love,  my 
praifes,  my  time,  my  talents,  my  walk  and  converfation. 
Lord,  accept  of  my  two  poor  mites,  foul  and  body,  in 
token  of  my  gratitude,  for  God*s  redeeming  love  and 
.free  Gift ;  and  make  me  fit  for  giving  thee  thanks  e- 
ternally  for  this  unfpeakable  Gift :  O  that  I  could  ap- 
■  ply  thefe  bleffed  marks  to  myfelf. 

And  O  what  thanks  do  I  owe  to  my  dear  Saviour^ 
that  willingly  fubmitted  to  be  Heaven's  Gift  to  the 
children  of  men,  yea  frankly  offered,  and  gave  himfelf 
to  be  a  Sacrifice  for  them,  to  drink  of  the  brook  in  the 
Way,  even  the  cup  of  God's  wrath,  that  we  might  drink 
the  cup  of  God's  bleffmg  1  O  how  low  was  our  fall| 
that  nothing  could  raife  us  up  again,  but  the  low  abafe- 
ment  of  the  Son  of  God  !  And  O  how  low  was  the 
ftep  that  he  behoved  to  make  to  recover  us  !  The  Son 
0f  God  muft  be  tread  upon  as  a  worm  !  The  almighty 
Phyfician  muft  come  from  heaven,  and  let  his  heart  be 
pierced,  to  prepare  a  medicine  to  cure  our  difeafe  !  He 
.that  **  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God," 
muft  be  made  equal  to  robbers  and  murdererb !  He 
muft  not  only  futfer  death,  but  defertion  alfo,  from  God^ 
from  man,  and  the  whole  creation  !  He  gave  himfelf 
WMt  only  to  fuffcr  the  pangs, of  death,  but  the  pains  of 
bell ;  not  only  the  forrows  of  dying  men,  but  the  for- 
twm%  of  damned  fouls !  O  unfpeakable  Gift ! 

Sf2  MEDITATION 


^ii  Saeramnt»i  MtiiitiAnul 


MEDITATION    XX. 

From  Luke  ix.  22.      The  Son  of  Man  mufl  Jufir  nmtf 
things. 

OUR  Lord  oft  fpolce  of  his  fufferings  to  kit  difciplei» 
becaufe  he  would  have  them  xleeply  imprinted  spoa 
the  hearts  of  all  his  people,  that  they  might  ilwaja 
think  upon  them,  and  carry  about  with  them  the  dyin|[ 
of  the  Lord  Jefus.  As  Chrift  foretold  hit  Mkmp 
before  hand,  fo  they  came  exadily  to  pafs^  He  £ud  be 
muA/ufer  many  things  for  his  people,  and  accordtnglf 
he  did  fo :  Let  me  view  his  fufFerings  before  1  go -to 
commemorate  them  at  his  table. 

I .  I  muft  conGder  him  that  fuffered  many  thingt  for 
us;  the  Spirit  of  God  requires  us  to  confide?  the  High- 
Prieft,  who  he  is,  Heb.  ii.  i.  Though  he  calls  himlelf 
in  the  text  the  Son  of  man,  as  to  his  human  nature ) 
yet  he  is  alfo  the  Son  of  God  as  to  his  divine  nature; 
yea,  God  equal  with  the  Father,  the  great  God  our 
Saviour  :  This  God-man,  the  WONDERFUL,  is  our 
High-Pricft,  that  fuffered  many  things  for  us.  *  He  is 
our  glorious  Immanuel,  the  innocent  and  immaculate 
Lamb  of  God,  that  had  not  the  Icaft  fpot  or  crime  of 
his  own  to  fufFer  for.  He  is  the  brightnefs  of  his  Fa- 
ther's glory,  the  exprcfs  image  of  his  Perfon  }  he  is  the 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  He  that  fuffered,  is 
he  that  went  always  about  doing  good  to  perfons  of 
all  forts,  and  dcferved  well  of  thofe  ^who  perfecutcd 
and  crucified  him.  He  is  the  great  lover  oS  mankindf 
and  Friend  of  finners,  our  glorious  Benefador,  who  re- 
membered us  in  our  low  eftate ;  one  that  comes  under 
the  nK)ft  endearing  charaflers  to  us,  as  that  of  out  Fa« 
ther,  our  Hulband,  our  Brother,  Mailer,  Phyficiau, 
Ranfomer,  &c.  Now  will  not  a  fon  be  fenfible  of  the 
fuflPerings-  of  his  father,  or  a  wife  of  the  fofferings  of 
her  hu Aand  I  Or  one  brother  be  touched  with  the  fuf- 

fertngs 
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'  fcTitigs  of  another  ?    This  is  the  great  High  Prieft  &it 
fuficred  many  things  for  us* 

2.  I  am  to  confider  the  many  things  he  fuffered. 
Ah,  they  are  fo  great,  fo  various  and  manifold,  I  can- 
not recount  nor  comprehend  them  I  I  may  fay,  he 
fuffered  in  both  natures :  though  his  Godhead  could 
not  properly  fuffer  grief  or  pain,  yet  it  fuffered  an  c- 
clipie  for  thirty  three  years,  except  a  (hort  time  it  flione 
forth  on  mount  Tabor.  He  fuffered  many  things  in 
hi»  human  nature,  both  in  foul  and  body ;  hie  was  per-  . 
fecuted,  tempted,  calumniated,  betrayed,  bound,  mock« 
ed^  fpit  on,  buflfeted,  fcourged,  wounded,  crowned  witk 
thorns,  and  crucified.  He  fu&red  ih  all  his  offices  i 
lie  was  mocked  as  a  Prophet,  and  bid  prophefy  who 
fmote  him  ;  and  as  a  Prieft,  he  was  bid  fave  himfelf ; 
feeing  he  pretended  to  fave  others ;  as  a  King,  he  was 
mocked  with  an  old  purple  robe  and  thorny  crown :: 
he  fuffered  in  his  honour  and  reputation  ;  being  difgrac^ 
ed  and  reproached  by  men,  called  a  Samaritan,  one  p<^ 
fefied  of  the  devil,  a  blafphemer,  a  glutton,  a  drunkard, 
a  fedacer,  &c.  he  was  even  overwhelmed  with  calum- 
ny :  be  fuffered  as  \  blafphemer  againft  God,  as  a  trai- 
tor to  Cjefar,  and  an  enemy  to  Mofes'  4aw,  though  he 
was  entirely  free  of  them  all  :   he  was  wounded  and 

^  pierced  in  all  parts  of  his  body,  in  his  head,  hands  and 
-feet ;  in  his  cheeks,  back  and  fide :  He  fu^Tered  in  his 
outward  goods,  being  fpoiled  of  all  things,  and  even 
ftript  of  his  clothes  to  his  very  (kin,  and  nailed  to  the 
CYofs  naked  :  he  fulF^red  in  all  his  five  fenfes  \  hSsJight^ 
with  the  fpiteful  carriage  of  thofe  that  pa&d  by  wag- 
ging their  heads ;  his  htaring^  with  their  blafphemous 
talk  s  hxi/meli^  with  the  noifom  favour  of  the  ikulls  of 
the  dead  ;  his  /^e,  with  vinegar  and  gall ;  lii^fetiing^ 
mrith  thorns  and  nails  piercing  his  head,  hands  and  feet* 
*— He  fuffered  in^  the  moft  tender  and  and  finewy  parts 

'  of  bis  body  by  the  tormenting  nails,  elpecially  being 
violently  ftretched  out,  and  probably  disjinnted,  to  make 
them  reach  to  the  holes  ;  therefore  he  laith,  Pfal.  xxii. 
16,  17.  ^*  They  have  digged  my  hands  and  my  feet,  I 
inay  tell  all  my  bones  $  they  look  and  flare  upon  me/' 
He  buffered  moft  of  all  in  his  foul^  and  its  noble  facul- 
ties: 
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ties :  How  great  was  the  agony  and  traTel  of  his  ftui^ 
when  he  fwate  blood  in  the  gat  den  through  all  tfaeporei 
of  his  body  !  O  how  great  was  the  anguifli  of  his 
mind  upon  his  heavenly  Father's  deferting  him,  whidi 
made  him  fend  forth  a  dreadful  cry  to  heaven  for  re- 
liefy  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me?* 
Then  it  was  he  cried  and  groaned  under  the  preflorci 
but  no  relief  appeared  \  there  was  none  to  anfwer,  ^ 
very  door  was  ihut  againft  him:  for  at  this  time  hit 
own  Sun,  his  own  Heaven,  his  own  Father,  his  own 
Godhead,  did  all  hide  their  faces  and  confolations  from 
him !  O  the  many  things  he  fuffered  for  us,  they  can- 
not be  numbered. 

3.  I  am  to  confider  from  whom  the  Son  of  Man  faf- 
fercd.  He  fuffcred  from  all  hands  \  from  earth,  from 
hell,  from  heaven ;  from  men,  from  devils,  from  in* 
finite  juftice.  He  fuSered  from  all  forts  of  men ;  from 
king  Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  who  mocked  him  and 
fet  him  at  nought ;  from  the  Jewifb  priefts  and  rulers, 
who  cruelly  ufed  and  perfecuted  him  to  death ;  from 
governor  Pilate,  who  fcourged  and  condemned  him  to 
be  crucified  :  He  fuffcred  from  the  Jews  and  from  the 
Romans,  from  the  clergy  and  from  the  lawyers,  from 
foldiers  and  fcrvants,  from  great  ones  and  commons,  and 
even  from  thofe  he  had  done  much  good  unto :  He  fuf- 
fcred from  thofe  whom  he  came  to  fave  and  wafti  by 
his  blood  ;  for  there  were  three  thcufand  of  thofe  who 
crucified  him,  or  were  aftive  in  his  fuffcrings,  that  were 
converted  to  him  by  Peter's  fermon,  Adts  ii.  He  fuf- 
fcred not  only  from  enemies,  but  from  profeffed  friends 
and  difciples,  one  of  thcfe  betrayed  and  fold  htm,  ano- 
ther of  them  denied  and  abjured  him,  and  all  the  reit 
forfook  him,  and  left  him  alone  to  fufFer  in  the  midit 
.  of  devils  and  ruffians  infulting  over  him  :  he  fuffcred 
from  the  devils,  and  all  the  powers  of  hell ;  thofe  dogs 
and  bulls  of  Ba(han  were  all  let  loofe  to  tear  and  gore 
him  in  his  laft  fuffcrings ;  *<  for  this  (he  faid)  was  their 
.hour  and  power  of  darknefs"  But,  which  was  worft 
of  all,  he  fuffcred  alfo  from  heaven  •,  for  he  being  fub- 
iliiuted  in  the  room  of  finners,  a  juft  and  a  holy  God 
aAed  as  an  inexorable  Judge  towards  him^  he  frowned 
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terribly  upon  him,  fmotc  hira  with  the  fword  of  jufticc^ 
sind  withdrew  all  the  feeling  of  his  loving  kindnefs  from 
him,  and  all  the  thofe  divine  influences  which  might  a- 
ny  way  rcfrefti  his  troubled  foul  in  the  hour  of  his  great- 
eft  need  :  and  thus  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  incenfed  juRice 
for  our  heinous  guilt  and  provocations.  At  this  time 
a  fearful  black  cloud  was  fpread  over  the  glorious  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs,  never  was  there  any  fuch  eclipfe  feen 
or  heard  of  as  this  !  For  a  candle  to  be  put  out  is  no 
great  matter,  but  for  the  fun  to  be  darkened,  is  very 
uncommon  :  But  though  fun,  moon,  and  (lars  had  all 
been  blown  out  at  once,  it  would  be  no  wife  fo  amazing 
as  the  darkening  of  the  eternal  Sun  of  righteoufnefs 
upon  the  crofs  !  A  ftrange  and  marvellous  fight  ! 
What  meant  the  heat  of  this  great  anger  ?  Muft  even 
the  Creator  himfelf  fufFer  for  the  creature's  fins  ?  Muft 
he  fuffer  fuch  a  load  of  wrath  as  make  him  cry  out  to 
the  aftoniihment  of  angels  and  men  ! 

4.  I  am  to  confider  the  High  Prieft,  and  for  whom 
it  was  he  fuffered  thefe  great  and  man^  things.  He  fuf- 
fcred  not  for  himfelf,  for  he  never  oflFended  either  a» 
gainft  God  or  man,  and  deferved  no  punifliment :  he 
fuffered.  none  for  fallen  angels,  they  muft  all  fuffer  for 
themfelves :  ir  was  only  for  men  of  Adam's  race,  that 
were  debtors  to  juftice  and  prifoners  of  wrath  ;  he  fuf- 
fered for  creatures  moft  undeferving,  for  rebels,  and  for 
many  that  were  his  greateft  enemies  5  and  even  for 
thofe  who  were  his  murderers  and  executioners,  for  he 
both  prayed  and  was  heard  for  them,  when  they  were 
pouring  out  his  blood. 

5«  Let  me  confider  with  what  affe£lion  he  fuffered 
all  thefe  things  for  us.  It  was  with  ardent  love  to  pe- 
rifliing  fouls*  which  many  waters  could  not  quench  ; 
with  fervent  wiihings  and  longings  for  the  hour  of  his 
paflion,  '^  1  have  a  baptifm  to  be  baptifed  with,  and 
how  am  I  ftraitened  until  it  be  accompliChed  ?" — with 
great  liberality.  It  is  not  the  blood  of  his  finger,  or  a 
part  of  his  blood,  that  he  would  ih^d  for  us ;  no,  he 
would  needs  pour  out  all  his  blood,  and  even  his  heart-^ 
blood  tooj  and  with  that  he  poured  out  his  foul  alfo, 
|fa«  liiL     Why  would  he  be  fo  liberal  I  that  with  him 

there 
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there  might  he  pknteeus  redetf^tion^  Pfal.  CZZT.  7.     He 

tufTcTcd  with  great  meekncfs*  patience*  and  fe6gnation  \ 
\k-hen  he  fufi^red)  he  threatened  not*  but  was  led  as  a 
iheep  to  the  flaughter,  dumb,  not  opening  his  mouth: 
with  great  hun.ility  and  felf-denial,  content  to  be  as  a 
^  worm  and  no  man*''  to  bring  glory  to  hb  Father: 
with  a  thirfty  zeal  for  the  falvatioii  of  fouls*  and  for 
completing  the  work  of  our  redemption;  and  henct 
it  was  he  cried  on  the  crofs,  ^^  I  thirft,"  and  glad  when 
he  could  fay,  "  It  is  finiflicd.* 

O  what  caufe  h^ve  I  to  obey  his  dying  charge,  to  go 
to  this  merrorial-feafty  and  to  think  upon  and  wonder 
at  the  natchlefs  love  of  Chrift,  that  made  him  willing 
to  fuffcr  fo  many  things  for  fuch  wretched  creatures  ai 
I  am.  He  knew  well  enough  before-hand  what  our  bi^ 
Tation  would  coft  him,  yet  he  willinglj  undertook  zt| 
fciyfng,  upon  the  firit  motion  of  it,  "  Lo  I  come."  Ba^ 
faith  God  to  him,  if  you  will  engage  in  this  work*  yos 
mud  underly  my  wrath,  and  be  handled  as  if  you  were 
the  finncr  in-law  : — Well,  faith  Chrift,  •*  I  come  to  do 
thy  will,  O  God  :"  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  terms :  let 
the  cup  be  never  fo  bitter,  1  will  drink  it  ere  thefc  mi- 
ferable  creatures  do  it.  O  loving  High  Pricft  !  how 
fljall  I  think  of  thy  fufferings  without  raptures  of  lore 
and  admiration  !  I  had  been  in  hell,  if  thou  hadft  hot 
been  in  an  agony  here ;  1  had  for  ever  been  fcorcb* 
cd  there,  if  thou  hadll  not  fwate  here ;  yea,  not  only  1^ 
but  all  the  pofterity  of  Adam  had  pcnfhed,  if  thou  hadft 
not  fufFered  thefe  many  things  for  thein :  Surely  the 
weight  of  wrath,  which  maae  thee  heavy,  and  caofed 
thee  fall  to  ground,  fwe^t,  groan  and  cry,  would  have 
funk  all  mankind  into  hell  for  ever.  O  what  ingratt- 
tude  muft  it  be  to  refufc  Chrift's  offers  and  terms  of 
falvation,  after  what  he  has  fufFered  to  purchafe  it! 
Was  he  at  fo  much  pains  to  obtain  redemption  forWf 
and  will  we  be  at  no  pains  to  get  an  intcrcft  in  it  5  Did 
he  ftied  blood,  and  will  not  1  drop  tears  ?  Lord,  pity 
Uiis  heart  of  mine* 

MEDITATION 
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Trom  John  xviii.  4.  Jefut^  knowing  all  things y  thttt  Jhguld 
come  upon  him^  went  forth  ^  &.c. 

CHRIST  foreknew  all  his  fuflFerings,  with  all  their 
ingredientSy  before  they  came  upou  him,  yet  he  wil- 
lingly and  refolutely  went  forth  to  meet  them.  He 
will  not  flee,  nor  hide  himfelf  from  his  perfecutor?, 
but  caft  himfelf  in  their  way.  He  faw  the  cup  of 
wrath  mixed  and  ready  for  him,  and  now  as  it  were^  he 
reaches  forth  his  hahd  td^  take  it«  When  the  people 
would  have  forced  him  to  a  crown»  he  hid  himfelf 
from  them^  John  vi.  15.  But  when  they  would  force 
him  to  a  crofsy  he  offered  himfelf  to  them,  knowing 
that  his  hour  was  come  to  fulfil  his  furetyfhip'  for  us, 
and  complete  our  redemption.  Upon  this  account  he 
made  his  fufferings  welcome,  and  the  pafTover  that  in- 
troduced them,  Luke  xxii.  15.  "  With  defire  have  I 
defired  to  eat  this  paiTover.''  He  abhorred  all  counfela 
that  tended  to  hinder  him  ;  and  rebuked  Peter  as  fmart- 
ly  for  difiuadiog  him  from  fuffering,  as^  he  would  have 
done  fatan  himfelf,  Matth.  xvi.  23.  And  though  all 
his  difciples  would  have  difiuaded  him,  John  xi.  8.  he 
marched  with  great  forwardnefs  to  Jerufalem,  where  ' 
he  foretold  the  bloody  tragedy  was  to  be  adled^  he 
haftened  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  place  of  fuffering  : 
Yea^  he  went  fo  fad  to  it,  that  his  difciples  were  a- 
mazed  at  it,  and  afraid  to  follow  him,  Matth  xx.  i8» 
Mark  x.  32.  They  were  behind  him,  and  would  have 
fallen  behind  altogether,  had  it  not  been  for  Oiame, 
and  let  Iiim  go  alone ;  they  were  amazad  to  fee  a  man 
baften  fo  fafl.  to  a  bloody  death  :  But  he  would  not 
ftop,  though  they  had  all  left  him,  as  they  did  after- 
wards* And  when  his  time  was  come  to  be  appre-* 
hended,  he  will  neither  let  Peter  defend  him,  nor  an- 
cls  refcue  him,  though  there  were  twelve  legions  at 
is  call:  One  angel  would  have  been  fufHcient  to  do  it, 
or  one  word  from  his  own  mouth  \  but,  faith  he,  **  The 
cup  my  Fathef  hath  given  me  to  drink.  (haU  I  not 
Vol.  III.  T  t  drink 
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drink  h  ?**  Wherefore  when  they  accufed  him  of  bhr* 
phrir.y  againft  God,  and  of  enmity  to  Caefat  and  Mo> 
fes's  law,  and  things  he  was  pcrfedly  innocent  of,  he 
would  make  no  legal  defence  to  fave  hia  life  before  K 
late,  bur  held  hi*  peace,  in  fo  much  that  Pilate  marvel' 
led  greatly  He  might  think  it  was  eafy  ibr  him  toan* 
fwer  all  they  faid,  but  he  knew  not  the  reafon  of  onr 
Lord's  (ilence  ',  viz.  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  hinder 
the  ele£i's  redemption,  which  he  had  undertaken.  And, 
as  he  was  (ilent  before  Pilate,  fo  was  he  before  divine 
juftice,  and  would  do  nothing  to  divert  the  ftroke: 
Soon  might  he  have  refcued  himfelf  when  juftice  drew 
the  fwotd,  by  faying,  '•  Father,  thefc  Hns  are  not  mise^ 
No,  he  is  filcnt,  and  takes  with  the  charge,  as  if  he  had 
committed  them  all.  Oh  me,  faith  he,  be  the  cnrfe; 
I  will  be  the  facrifice  for  thcfe  loft  (heep.  O  love,  u^ 
fpeakable ! 

The  reafcns  of  my  Saviour's  willingnefs  to  foffsr  aje 
obvious ;  he  knew  it  was  his  Father's  will  he  (hoold 
fuffpr,  and  therefore  he  faid,  Pfal.  xl.  "  I  delight  to  do 
thy  will,  O  n-y  God.*'  He  knew  it  would  greatly  dit 
play  the  glory  of  the  divine  attributes,  tifiat  was  fullied 
by  our  fins  -,  it  would  highly  magnify  his  love  to  his 
ftiefp,  John  X.  *•  I  lay  down  my  life  for  my  fliecp:*  I 
do  it  of  myfclf,  freely,  without  compulfion  :  It  wasne- 
ceifary  to  make  his  facrifice  acceptable  and  well  pleafmg 
unto  God.  The  Heathens  would  not  offer  a  facrifice 
to  their  Gods  th?t  came  fttuggling  to  the  altar ;  fo  ^ 
very  «;  crifice  oiFered  to  the  true  God  muft  be  a  free 
will- offering,  as  we  would  have  it  of  a  fwect  fmclling 
favour  unto  him.  This  Chrift  hath  taught  us  by  his 
example,  and  upon  this  account  God  hath  twice  pro- 
claimed from  heaven,  ^*  This  is  my  beloved  SoDi  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed." 

O  was  Chriil's  willingnefs  to  fuffcr  for  finncts  fo 
well-pleafing  to  the  Father,  and  fhall  it  not  render  him 
moil  aimable  and  lovely  to  us  ?  Surely  the  Mediatoi^s 
frank  and  cheerful  undertaking  to  fuffcr  fo  much  for 
us,  when  unrequired  by  us,  is  a  favour  infinitely  kind 
and  obliging,  and  doth  command  raptures  of  love  and 
praife  from  us  when  we  celebrate  his  holy  fupper. 

What 
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."What  a  mcmng  fi^rht  U  it  to  the  eye  of  faithi  to  be- 
kdld  our  glorious  Immanuel  voluntarily  dating  himfelf 
in  our  law-room  without  the  foliciting  of  any  creature, 
and  engaging  cheerfully  to  go  through  fatan's  bufTet- 
ings»  death's  pangs,  and  hull's  flames  for  us  !  With 
what  elevated  thoughts,  and  raifed  afTef^ionst  (hould 
3re  admire,  love  and  praife  a  crucified  Jefus^  who  did 
iftll  this  willingly  and  unrequired  for  us  !  Oh,  he  never 
had  fo  good  will  to  cat  when  hungry,  as  he  had  to  fuf- 
fcr  and  fatisfy  juftice  for  us  !  Hence  it  is  faid,  ^'  My 
n^eat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to  ((« 
nifh  his  work/'  John  iv-  34.  Here  is  food,  mod  de« 
liciotts  for  faich  to  feed  upon  at  the  Redeemer's  table* 
Again,  from  this  willingnefs  of  Chrift  to  fufFer  for  us, 
I  have  good  ground  to  conclu(<e  his  willingnefs  to  re- 
jpeive  iis>  when  we  come  to  him  by  faith  to  partake  of 
the  fruits  of  his  fufferings.  O  how  can  any  believer, 
or  fenfible  (inner,  queliion  or  doubt  of  Chrid^s  willing* 
peCs  to  help  and  fave  them,  who  was  fo  willing  to  of- 
fpr  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  juftice  for  them  ^  Surely  he  is 
far  more  willing  to  fave,  than  any  finner  is  to  repent  or 
Jbelieve*  And  from  this  I'll  take  my  encouragement 
to  come  to  him  :  Since  my  loving  Jefus  came  willingly 
as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter  for  iinners,  Til  venture, 
with  humble  confidence*  to  go  to  this  meek,  paffionate, 
fweet  natured  Lamb,  for  pity  and  help  in  the  time  ox 
my  need,  trufting  he  will  not  rej<r£t  me,  nor  any  that 
comes  to  hi>u  upon  his  call  in  the  gofpel.  *^  I  believe, 
Xiord,  help  my  unbelief." 

O  did  Chrilt  fuffcr  the  pains  of  death  and  tiell  fo 
willingly  for  us,  and  (hall  not  we  be  willing  to  fuffer 
the  reproachings  and  revilings  of  men,  or  any  other  per* 
fecution,  for  him  ?  And  when  any  fuch  injuries  are 
done  us,  (hall  not  we  bear  them  with  meeknefs  and 
patience  after  Chrilt's  example,  who  fubmitted  cheeN 
iully  to  every  thing  he  knew  to  be  his  Father's  will  ? 
Though  he  was  perfefily  innocent,  and  met  with  the 
greateft  provocation  fro.n  wicked  men,  yet  he  patient- 
jy  bore  them  \  taking  all  as  out  of  his  Father^s  handj 
.who  had  mingled  the  cup  for  him.  Therefore,  when 
he  ws^  reviiedj  he  reviled  not  again  \  he  could  have 
T  t  2  told 
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told  Pibte,  CiUph;is,  and  bis  Other  p^rfccUton,  n^- 
foit  of  men  they  were,  yet  he  opened  not  his  roonthi 
but  went  willinpJy  as  a  la-^h  t  ?  the  flaughter.  O  that 
we  could  i-vitiit.-:  the  ireekn's-f-,  patience  and  wtllbj^- 
nefs  of  the  Lamb  of  God  in  all  the  fufffrings  he  caUi 
us  to. 

O  did  Chr.ft  dflijibt  to  do  his  Father's  will,  and  go 
\v:llingly  tbrou/h  the  inoi^  hard  and  difficult  ta&  of 
fwcatin?,  bleeding  ^^nd  dying  for  us ;  and  (hall  we  find 
fo  little  drlight  in  Hoinj;  his  ivili,  and  performing  the 
duties  which  lead  to  communion  and  fellowOiip  with 
himi  as  priver,  pratfe,  reading.  hearin^Ty  or  commu- 
i)ir<!ting  ?  Did  Chrift  come  fo  cheerfully  to  die  for  mi 
an  1  fl)all  wf  go  fo  back  ward  Iv  and  unwillingly  to  this 
tiblt*»  to  riijiy  fcllowfhip  with  him,  when  he  invites  OS 
to  it  ?  C»  what  a  fhaueful  requital  is  this  !  may  not 
Chrift  fay,  **  Is  this  thy  kindnefi^  to  thy  Friend  ?  When 
the  Father  calkd  me  to  fuff.T,  and  drink  the  cup  of 
trembling  for  thee,  how  readily  did  I  echo  back,  "  I 
come,  lo  I  come,  to  do  thy  will  I  take  delight  !**  but 
when  I  call  thee  to  pray  or  communicate,  how  back- 
ward ^nCi  dead-hearted  are  you  in  that  work  I  I  did  not 
weary  fo  foon  in  the  garden,  as  thou  doft  in  the  church! 
I  did  not  fo  foon  weary  on  the  crofs,  as  thou  doft  in 
thy  clofet !  I  was  longer  in  my  agony,  wreftling  under 
the  wrath  of  God  for  thee,  than  ever  thou  waft  in 
wreftling  in  prayer  for  thy  foul. 

Did  Chrift  offer  his  facriRce  fo  willingly  for  us,  0 
then  let  me  go  to  God  my  Saviour,  with  the  facrificc 
of  myfelf  and  my  duties,  and  with  a  ready  and  a  cheer- 
ful heart :  "  God  lovcth  a  cheerful  giver.  '*  As  "  Am> 
ziah  cff>jred  himfclf  willingly  unto  the  Lord,'*  2  Chron. 
xvii.  i6.  and  David  faith,  ««  Accept  of  the  free-will-of- 
ferings of  my  mouth,"  Pf.il.  exix.  io8.  O  that  with  like 
willingncfs  I  could  offer  myfelf,  my  heart,  and  my  facri- 
fices  of  prayer  and  praifes  unto  the  Lord  :  And  when  I 
feel  any  reluelancy  and  backwardnefs  of  fpirit  to  duty, 
let  me  ftill  call  to  n»ind  how  willingly  Chriit  offered 
himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God  for  us,  anvi  chide  my  heart 
for  its  unwillingnefs.  Surtly  it  is  much  for  the  honour 
of  Godj  and  the  credit  of  religion,  as  it  is  moft  juft  and 
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•ireafonable  in  itfelf,  to  ferve  God  with  JDyfulnefs,  who 
has  (o  willingly  pivcn  us  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  his 
dear  Son  to  die  for  us.  The  wicked  and  profane  arc 
ready  to  reproa-h  religion  as  a  four  and  melancholy 
•thing,  when  we  ferve  (iod  in  a  dead  h'*arted  manner ; 
and  God  himfelf  is  highly  i^ifp^eifr-d  with  us  for  it,  as 
is  evident  from  that  lone  and  terrible  chapter,  the  28th 
of  Dcuteronony,  that  is  full  of  curfes  and  threatened 
judgments,  ver.  47.  where  the  caufc  of  all  is  given, 
•**  Becaufe  thou  fervedfl  not  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
joyfulnefs  and  gl  idnefs  of  heart."  Since  the  f^crament 
IS  called  the  Eucharift  or  thankfgiving,  let  nif  go  to  it 
with  a  joyful  and  thankful  heart,  blefTmg  C^  I  for 
Chrift.  "  O  thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpeakible 
gift."    Amen. 
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From  John  xvi,  7.     //  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away, 

NO  wonder  that  forrow  filled  the  difciples  hearts  at 
the  intimation  of  Chrift's  departure  from  them.  They 
had  enjoyed  a  f*'eet  time  with  him  at  the  communion- 
table ;  his  prefciice  with  them  was  th;:ir  heaven, 
and  they  cannot  tliink  of  parting  with  them.  They 
arc  greatly  troubled,  that  he  will  neitlfr  ftay  with 
them,  nor  tike  them  away  with  him  :  **  Nevcrthelcfs, 
(faith  he)  it  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  awAy." 
Lord,  faith  the  foul,  how  is  it  exp'rdieiit  for  me  to  be 
left  behind  thee  in  a  ftate  of  corruption,  with  indwel- 
ling fin  that' darkens  my  mind,  deadens  my  heart,  dil- 
orders  my  afFe£>ions,  and  indifpofes  me  for  fplritual 
work  ?  How  ihall  I  ft.iy  behind  thee,  amidil  fitm's 
temptations  and  fiery  darts,  flying  thick  about  me  ? 
Muft  I  abide  in  the  place  where  that  enemy  hath  his 
circuit,  and  flill  rangetli  about  devouring  many  thou- 
fands  i  Could  I  win  away  with  Chrilt,  1  would  be 
quite  out  of  die  reach  of  his  Ihot.     Lord,  ci:her  llay 

with 
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with  me,  or  take  me  up  to  thee.    O  muft  I  day  behind 

thee  amiHil  the  infectious  defilements  and  enfnaTinge& 
amplcs  of  an  un^oJly  world  ?  When  I  open  my  eyci 
here»  what  wilt  meet  them  but  multitudes  wallowiof^ in 
pride,  fenfualitv,  covetoufnefs,  injuftice,  malice,  enrfi 
drunkennefs,  gluttony,  uncleannefs,  contempt  of  God 
and  religion  ^  Muii  I  (lay  to  fee  this  horrible  fightj 
the  whole  world  lying  in  wickcdncfs  ^  Muft  I  ftay  to 
hear  God  daily  diihonourd  hy  the  tongues  of  the  00^ 
godly  >  Mu(i  I  (lay  to  fee  Chrlft  flighted,  woundedi 
and  crucified  afrcfli  by  wicked  men  ?  O  what  danger 
^ill  I  be  in  of  being  infeded  by  their  examples  !  fioti 
Lord,  if  1  could  win  away  w  ith  thee>  I  would  be  quite 
out  of  hazard,  and  out  of  the  world.  How  (hall  I  ftif 
behind  thee  in  fuch  an  earthly  tabernacle,  to  be  burdes- 
cd  with  bodily  di(lre(res,  ficknefs,  pains,  and  manifold 
complaints  ;  and  amidd  innumerable  lofles,  crofies  and 
difdppointments  from  the  creature  }  How  (hall  I  ftay 
to  fee  fuch  melancholy  divifions,  contentions,  debates, 
and  feparations,  as  fall  out  among  the  people  of  God  in 
ChrilVs  abfence  ?  Muft  I  ftay  behind  thee  to  fuflFer  in- 
juries, reproaches,  cruel  mockings,  bad  ufagc  and  pcr- 
lecuticn?,  both  from  the  tongues  and  hands  of  men; 
and  fome  times  to  be  torn  as  with  the  teeth  of  wild 
beafts  ? — Hence  this  world  is  called  "  a  den  of  lions 
and  mountain  of  leopards,"  Cant.  iv.  8.  O  could  I 
win  Away  to  heaven  with  Chrift,  I  would  fee  no  lion 
nor  ler  nvird  there.  There  is  none  to  hurt  or  deftroy  in 
all  God's  holy  mountain  above. 

Have  I  fc<;n  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and  muft  I  be 
left  behind  him  ?  Hjth  the  communion-table  been 
like  n.ount  Tabor,  where  he  was  transfigured  before 
Hiy  eyes,  with  his  countenance  lliining,  and  his  raiment 
white  as  light  }  and  muft  I  go  down  trom  the  mount 
again  to  a  land  of  darkncfs,  of  drought,  and  of  perplex- 
ing doubts  and  fcais,  where  I  fliall  fomctimcs  go  mourn, 
ing  without  the  Sun  ;  yea,  neither  fun  nor  ftars  appear- 
ing to  me  for  many  days  ?  Muft  I  be  put  to  walk 
without  the  light  of  God'.s  countenance,  and  without 
the  food  of  my  foul,  communion  with  my  God  ?  Af- 
ter 1  havt  been  lifted  up,  muft  I  lay  my  account  with 
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sing  Cftil  down  again>  perhaps  into  depths  like  thefe 
F  Afaph,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  or  like  thofe  of  Heman,  Pfal. 
;xxvni.  with  fears  of  (inking  in  them,  and  of  falling 
lort  of  heaven  for  ever?  Could  I  win  away  with 
•hnft,  I  would  be  at  once  delivered  from  all  thefe  fears. 
[crc  my^  knowledge  of  God  is  fmall,  and  often  obfcur. 
i  with  darknefs ;  my  faich  is  weak,  and  often  in  ha- 
ard  of  being  overwhelmed  with  unbelief:  here  my 
»Te  is  cold,  and  often  like  to  be  xhilled  with  froft- 
rinds,  from  fatan  and  the  world ;  my  prayers  often 
re  formal  and  wandering,  my  praifes  low  and  flat ; 
cfe  my  beft  wifhes  arc  attended  with  many  (liort  com- 
ij^s  and  defe£ts.  But,  O  if  I  could  win  to  heaven  with 
thrift,  where  grace  and  holincfs  are  in  perfection,  I 
^uld  praife  him  without  wandering,  and  ferve  him 
'ithout  fin  for  ever  !  Here  fm  ftitl  cleaves  to  my  na- 
ire,  mixes  itfelf  with  my  fervices,  and  defiles  my  beft 
iities.  Here  I  dill  carry  about  with  me  a  deceitful  and 
eacherous  heart,  whereby  I  am  in  hazard  of  backflid* 
ig  from  God,  and  mifcarrying  for  ever,  ihould  I  be 
ft  to  it.  But,  O  were  I  with  Chrift,  I  would  be  free 
F  all  thefe  anxious  thoughts  and  fears.  Lordj  (lay 
nrc  with  me,  or  take  me  up  to  thee,  ' 

But  thou  fayeil,  It  is  expedient  for  me  to  (lay  behind 
ir  a  time.  Why,  Lord  ?  Muft  I  ftay  that  my  tra- 
ining graces — my  faith,  hope,  and  patience, — may  be 
ied  and  excrcifed  here  below^  and  thereby  gradually 
rengthened  and  ripened  for  the  perfedl  ftate  ?  Muft 
ftay  that  I  may  be  conformed  to  my  Head,  both  in 
rving  and  fuffcring  ;  that  thy  wifdom,  power,  and 
crcy,  may  be  glorified  in  condu6king  and  preferving 
e  through  all  di£Bculties  and  dangers  of  this  wilder* 
:fs :  **  Thy  will.  Lord,  be  done,*'  only  leave  me  not 
one ;  but,  ^*  for  thy  name's  fake,  lead  me  and  guide 
c.**  Or,  is  it  thy  pleafure  to  fufpend  my  heaven  for  a 
hile,  that  1  may  promote  thy  glory  on  earth,  be  ufe- 
il  to  the  fouls  of  others,  and  recommend  my  dear  Re- 
;cmer  to  thofc  who  know  him  not^  which  is  a  work  I 
;nnot  do  in  heaven  ?  O  fit  me  for  it  by  thy  grace, 
id  fill  me  with  zeal  for  thy  glory.  O  let  thy  king- 
)m  come  upon  earth,  that  the  kingdom  of  glory  may 
;  haftened. 

Thoa 
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Tliou  faycfl,  It  is  cxrcdicnt  for  tlice  to  go  iwajw..] 
^Vhy,  Lord  ?     Muft  thou  thyfcif  be  thy  people's  FofC-  .i 
runner,  to  carry  tidini^:?  to  l:eaveii  of  their  complete  re-;' 
dtrr.j'tior.,  and  (  f  thtir  coming  after  thee  in  their  fete-" 
ral  p  rcrations  ?     Mufl  chou  go  to  open  the  pafla^i 
sind  p^vc  tl'c  w.^y  fcr  actefs  to  their  p-^rfons  andduticii  • 
::riil  pr<p«kre  roon  s  ai  d  lodgirgs  for  them  againit  the' 
t'nre  t!.cy  coRte  hone?     Mufl  thou  go  away  to  be  a. 
j'ublic  apci  t  iird  i:t».rceflbr  fi.r  thy  people,  under  all 
ihiir  trial?  and  toiilnjis  hcrt:  below,  and  likewife  to  pro< 
viii?  a  Mil  furiiiO)  a  riih  ;)nd  glorious  co:nmunion»t«b!e 
for  tlitm  in  tl.y  Failicr's  houfc  above  ?  Lord,  fcad  diy-  < 
llclv  Spirit  to  ft  aiM  prtp.ire  me  and  many  others,  fcr 
that  blclicd  ci.tcitainniei;t.     Lord,  when   thou  faidft» 
^'  It  is  expe(!if*nt  for  you  that  I  go  away/'  thou  didft 
r.dd,  •*  Fcr  if  1  go  not  j.way,  the  Comforter  will  not 
come  unto  you.*'     Why  ?  it  was  fo  agreed  in  the  coui]|- 
cil  of  titc  Tfinity,  that  the  fending  ot  the  Spirit,  inhil 
plentiful  efruf.cn,  whii:h  was  to  be  the  purchafe  of 
Chrifrs  death,   ihould  be  given  in  an  anfwer  to  his  in- 
terceflion,  m  hen  lie  entered  within  the  vail,  John  xiv.  l5. 
And  the  Spirit  was  to  make  ufc  of  it  as  an  argument  for 
convincing  tlic  woild  of  the  perftiSlion  and  acceptable- 
nefs  cf  Chrill's  facritice,  th..t  Chrift  was  now  received 
and  wclcoir.cd  into  heaven.     Lik^wife,  the  Spirit  was 
to  be  given  only  upon  Clixifl's  afceijfion,  to  fupply  the 
v.*u!it  of  his  boiiily  prt fence  to  the  church,  as  being  far 
be'.ttr  lor  ihtm,  feeing  Ciirift's  bodily  prefence  could  be 
in  one  pljce  i  nly  ai  once,  but  the  Sp.iit  is  in  every  place, 
to  anin.'te  and  put  life  in  ordiiiances.     M^y  the  church 
have  iiiis  fiuit  oi  CI. rill's  afctniion  Itill  more  and  more, 

Loid,  thoagli  th.;u  hall  gone  away  for  ncceflary  end?,  ^ 
yet  thy  marTi?i;e-ccntratfc  with  thy  people,  and  the  love- 
rokci.s  tl.ou  ^ivcfl  ti.cm  in  the  facra.i  ent,  arc  furc 
plcdj^ts  of  thy  rcturnmg  to  pay  them  a  comfortable  vifit 
at  \A\,  ac-Lcrcing  to  that  fwtet  word,  John  xiv.  3.  "  If 
i  go  and  prrpi.re  a  pli.ce  for  you,  1  will  come  agaiHi 
and  rtrccivc  you  to  m)ftlf,  that  where  I  am,  there  jou 
n:ay  be  aifo."  O  that  1  miiy  be  one  cf  thofe  to  whom 
Chriit's  vifit  J.t  his  fccond  coming  will  be  joyful  and 
comici table.     Ltt  me  exaniiiic  m.yfelf  after  the  faaa- 

mcnt, 


/ 


'  Saerimental  Meduahonsl  ^3  j 

It,  if  I  hare  the  marks  of  fuch.  Am  I  efpoufed  to 
ift  ?  Have  I  a  high  eftcem  of  the  Bridegroom  ? 
re  T  fubfcribed  the  marriage-contra£i»  and  gone  into 
•ift**  terms  !  Do  I  heartily  approve  the  whole  con- 
ancc  of  redcnipti(»n,  through  the  furetyfhip  and 
Steoyfnefs  of  Chrift  ?  Have  I  renounced  my  own 
iteoufnefsy  my  beloved  fins,  and  all  Chrift's  enemies  ? 

I  mourn  for  the  injuries  done  to  Chrift  by  myfelf 

others,  and  rejoice  when  his  intereft  and  kingdom 
fpcr  in  the  world  ?  Do  I  ir.ourn  for  Chrift's  depar- 
5,  and  the  withdrawing  of  his  Spirit  fro  n  ordinan- 
,  Or  from  my  own  foul  ?  Do  I  ihirft  for  more  holi- 
B  in  heart  and  life,  and  for  greater  conformity  and 
incfs  to  the  glorious  Bridegroom  ?  Then  I  may  ex- 
Tt  his  vifit  and  return  will  be  comfort  iblc  to  me,  and 
lay  rejoice  in  the  view  and  exped.ition  of  i',  and 
wcr  Chrift,  when  he  faith,  Rev*  xxii  20.  "  Surely 
jmc  quickly ;  Amen,  even  fo  come,  L<»n»  Jefus  "    Is 

Forerunner  now  gone  away  ?  Let  me  follow  him 
ciofcly  and  fpeedily  as  I  can  :   Let  me  follow  him  in 

way  of  faith,  in  the  the  way  of  obedience,  in  the 
y  of  fuffering,  in  the  way  of  patience,  prayer,  refigna- 
i»  deniedncia  to  the  world,  heavenly-mindednefs,&c. 
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ro^  Hof.  ii.  19.    I  wiil  betroth  thee  unto  me  for  everm 

ABIGAIL  thought  herfelf  highly  honoured,  by  Da- 
i's propofmg  to  match  with  her :  But  much  more 
nourtd  are  we,  apoftate  fmners  of  Ada  r.'s  family, 
the  eternal  Son  of  God  his  propofing  to  match  witli 
I  and  courting  us  fo  eaineftly  ^  when  he  negle£led 
gels,  that  feemed  to  be  a  fitt.r  match  for  him,  in  re- 
:£l  of  the  fuperior  dignity  of  their  nature.  Yet  all 
:fc  he  would  pafs  by,  and  match  with  worms  1  O 
W  amazing  is  this  itep !  that  the  heavenly  Bride- 
!>om,  whofe  kingdom  is  mighty,  his  riches  infinite, 
d  his  beauty  furpafling  j  that  he  (hould  chuife  a  bride 
Vol.  IH.  IJ  u  naturally 
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naturally  polluted,  deformed,  uncomely,  and  Uack  ai 
hell !  and  that  he  (hould  feek  her  throu|rh  a  Tea  4 
blood,  through  the  pains  cf  death,  the  horrora  of  th^- 
grave,  and  the  torments  of  hell !  And,  after  many  flifi^ 
and  rcfufals,  that  he  (liouM  follow  her  in  her  wan^q^ 
ings  through  the  wildernt^fs  of  fin,  with  his 
invitationsi  and  alluring  offers  in  the  gofpel,  [ 
her  with  the  rings  and  bracelets  of  his  precious 
and  Spirit's  confolations ;  and  all  to  win  her  h 
giin  her  conftrnt  to  him  !  How  aftonifliinfi;  is 
this  glorious  P«.'rfon  coming  over  all  objtfiions  frM 
the  blacknefd,  guilt,  poverty,  and  unworthincfe  of  0i|^ 
bride,  faying,  Though  (he  bie  black,  Til  make  her  cwBe» 
ly  through  my  comelinefs  put  upon  her !  Though  ihs 
be  mean,  Fll  make  her  noble  !  Though  aflave,PUBib 
her  free  !  Though  a  fool,  Fl!  make  her  wife !  TJiovigba 
bankrupt,  Til  pay  ail  her  debt !  Come  herej  law,  iuftu^ 
and  all  her  creditors,  here  full  fati^fadioa  of  alftiiat^ 
due  to  you,  take  it,  and  write  her  difcharge  t  l^oig 
*'  who  can  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God^deft'^ 
Chrift's  bride  !  Behold  God  difplaying  his  froB  bne 
here  to  the  uttermoft  !  He  never  difj^yed  his  otfaff 
attributes  to  the  utmoft  *,  infinite  wifdom  could  haveooB* 
trived  ten  thoufand  worids  more  beautiful  than  t]u% 
and  infinite p^wer  could  have  produced  them.  ButtieR 
infinite  love  and  mercy  hath  gone  to  the  utmoft ;  a  great* 
er  demonftration  of  his  love  Chrift  could  Qot  give,  tliifl 
by  leaving  heaven,  afluming  a  body,  and  giving  his  life 
for  the  bride  \  nay,  wading  through  hell  for  her,  and,  in 
face  of  all  difcouragements,  courting  and  betrothing 
her  to  himfclf  for  ever  I 

After  many  meetings,  treaties,  and  broken  try fts  with 
fome,  the  Bridegroom  is  come  again  to  court  a  bridei 
and  has  fent  his  friends  in  his  name  to  demand  b9 
confent,  faying,  as  they  did  to  Rebekah,  Gen.  xxiv.  sS* 
*^  Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man  ?"  Poor  woman,  lad^ 
lafs,  wilt  thou  yield  to  this  glorious  Immanuel  \.  maaj 
former  treaties  have  been  broke  off  by  the  devil,  the 
world,  unbelief,  and  an  ill  heart !  Oh,  will  not  the  kNig 
fpoken  of  match  hold  at  lengh  !  Minifters,  the  Bride- 
groom's friends,  are  doing  their  belt  to  draw  on  ano- 
ther 
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ther  meeting  between  the  parties.  Chrifl:,  I  fee,  is 
content  to  hold  another,  and  it  may  be  the  lad  tryd  he 
vrtU  fet  with  many.  To  (hew  his  earneftnefsy  he  hath 
convened  his  friends,  anj^els,  faints,  and  ambafTddon, 
to  witnefs  the  (incerity  of  parties ;  he  h^th  put  on  his 
Gearlet  robes,  his  garments  dipt  in  blood,  to  win  Hnners 
hearts  ;  he  hath  brought  the  marriage-contrail  and 
fpread  it  before  them,  faying,  "  What  think  ye  of  its 
articles  and  terms  ?  Are  ye  pleafed  with  them  >  Are  ye 
content  to  break  with  (in  and  all  my  enemies  ?  To  re- 
nounce the  world,  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  all  other 
lovers  ?  to  fall  in  with  the  felf>denying  way  of  falva- 
tion  through  a  borrowed  righteoufnefs  ?  to  accept  of  me 
itt  all  my  oiTices  ?  to  live  wholly  upon  your  Hufband, 
borrow  all  of  him,  and  be  an  eternal  debtor  to  him  \  ro 
make  a  furrender  of  your  foul  and  body  to.  him,  and 
Jcal  a  covenant  with  him  at  his  table  \  Are  you  refolvcd 
to  be  faithful  to  your  Hu(band,  cleave  to  him  all  the 
days  of  your  life,  and  be  oft  looking  out  for  his  fecond 
coming  \  And,  in  the  mean  time^  to  be  oft  commemo- 
rating nis  fufferings,  confiids,  conqueds,  and  atchive- 
mentSy  and  for  that  end  to  be  frequently  looking  on  his 
juftare  in  the  facrament,  with  a  believing,  penitent,  and 
thaknful  heart  ?  Now,  wliat  is  your  anfwer  ^  Lay  your 
band  to  your  heart." 

Lord,  unworthy  as  I  am,  I  defire  to  go  forward 
through  all  dllRculties,  impediments,  and  difcourage- 
ment,  and  fay  with  Rebekah,  when  c:illed  to  anfwer, 
*«  I  will  go  with  the  man  ;"  And  with  Efther,  "  I  will 
go  in  to  the  king."     Though  I  be  not  worthy  of  him, 

Jet  he  is  worthy  to  be  obeyed  that  calls  me  :  Though 
c  hath  no  ne^id  of  me,  yet  I  have  grtat  need  of  him  : 
Though  my  cliftance  be  great,  he  allows  me  to  creep 
nearer  to  him  :  Though  I  cannot  move  of  myfclf,  yet  he 
is  able  \o  draw  me,  be  my  clogs  ever  fo  great :  Though 
my  motion  be  fmall,  ytt  1  will  not  turn  back,  but  keep 
my  face  toward  him,  and  fix  my  eye  on  him.  As  a 
look  hath  brought  healing,  fo  a  look  hath  brought 
(Irength ;  yea,  though  he  Ihould  feem  to  frown  on  me, 
vaA  chide  me  away  from  him  j  yet,  like  Jonah,  "  I  will 
look  sigain  towards  his  holy  temple :"  Though  I  have 
U  u  a  no 
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no  wortbincfs  in  myfelf,  yet  he  hath  worthinefs  enough 
for  me  :  11  o'Uih  I  be  a  bbck  and  uncomely  bridei  my 
glorious  Hufbind  can  beautify  me  with  his  perfeA 
con«eliiitf-  nut  upon  me.  I'hcrcfore  I  do,  with  all  my  ' 
heart,  accept  of  Hm  as  my  Lord  and  Hufband :  Lordi 
I  make  choice  of  thee,  snd  all  that  is  thine  ;  for  richer, 
for  poorer,  for  bttter,  for  worfe ;  for  well,  for  woe;  for 
prolperirv,  for  adverfity  :  I  make  choice  of  thee  for  all 
times  and  conditions,  to  lore,  honour,  and  obey  thee, 
above  all.  I  renounce  all  other  lords  or  loYen,  and 
will  have  none  but  Chrift  :  I  renounce  my  own  will, 
and  take  tLy  will  for  my  law.  I  efteem  thy  precepti 
concerning  ail  things  to  be  right,  and  will  hate  erery 
falfe  way  :  1  fubmit  to  all  thy  providences  anddealingi 
with  me,  and  am  content  to  take  up  thy  crofs  and  fol- 
low thee,  whitherfoevcr  thou  goeft  :  I  take  thy  Spirit 
for  my  guide,  thy  word  for  my  rule,  thy  glory  for  my 
fcope,  thy  teilimonies  for  my  counfellors,  thy  promifes 
for  my  encoura^^ement,  thy  fabbaths  for  my  delight,  thy 
people  for  my  companions :  Lord  Jefus,  I  take  thee  far 
my  life,  holinefs  for  my  way,  and  heaven  for  my  home. 
And  as  I  accept  of  thee,  and  all  that  is  thine ;  fo  I  give 
up  myfelf  to  thee,  and  all  that  is  mine,  foul  and  body, 
with  all  my  faculties  and  affedions,  fenfes,  and  mem- 
bers, to  be  thy  agents  and  inftrumcnts  ;  with  all  my 
enjoyments  to  be  employed  for  thy  ufe  and  fftvice. 

"  I  will  go  with  the  man,**  though  I  fee  him  all  orer 
wounded,  mangled,  and  bleeding,  and  his  vifage  marred 
with  the  wounds,  (Irifjes,  anti  blows,  which  he  got  from 
men  and  devils.  N.iy,  1  lee  him  even  in  this  mangled 
conciltion,  to  be  fairer  than  ill  the  fons  of  men,  and  all 
the  ftn-  of  Ciod  too ;  for  I  fee  him  "  wounded  for  my 
tranfgrelliotis,  and  bruif;.ii  fjr  my  iniquities,  that  by  his 
llripc^  I  might  be  healed."  I  fee  hi  n  a  match  every 
Wi^y  fuitable  for  me,  that  can  fupply  all  my  needs:  I 
am  »»  poor  dyinsj  wor.i:,  but  he  is  a  Jiving  head  that  can 
mak '  me  live  £)r  ever  :  1  am  a  needy  creature  all  made 
up  oi'  wants,  bwit  in  him  doth  all  manner  of  fulnefs 
dwell :  1  want  grace,  but  he  hath  all  fulnefs  ot  grace 
fuitable  foi  mc  :  I  want  grace  to  believe,  but  he  is  the 
Author  of  fauli :    I  want  grace  to  repent,  but  he  is  a 

r.iri:; 
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Frince  and  Saviour,  exalted  to  give  repentance*  I  want 
grace  to  pray,  to  hear,  to  communicate,  to  mortify  fin, 
■bear  the  crofd,  refift  temptation,  &c.  but  my  Hufband 
hath  all  grace  to  beftow.  O  let  me  be  ftrong  in  the 
grace  that  is  in  Chrid  Jefus. 

.0  that  I  had  the  true  marks  of  thofe  who  are  di- 
vorced from  the  law,  and  married  to  Chrift  as  their 
Hufband ;  that  I  could  fay,  I  look  upon  all  my  doings, 
in  point  of  acceptance  with  God,  as  old  r.igs :  I  live 
\Xr'holIy  and  freely  upon  my  Hufband,  and  take  all  C 
want  from  him  for  nothing  :  I  clothe  myfelf  with  his 
■  Tightcoufncfs,  and  efTiy  the  performance  of  every  duty 
in  his  ftrength  :  I  would  defire  to  live  entirely  upon  his 
coft.  I  have  a  heart  love  to  my  Hufb.md,  and  every  thing 
that  belongs  to  him,  and  a  heart-hatred  to  (in,  and  aver- 
fion  to  every  thing  that  is  injurious  to  him  :  I  am  defir- 
ous  to  pleafe  him  in  all  things ;  and,  out  of  regard  to  his 
dying  command,  I  go  to  his  table,  to  remember  his 
dying  love,  and  renew  my  marriage  vows  :  I  delight  in 
my  Hufband's  company,  and  prefs  for  communion  with 
him  in  all  ordinances.  His  honour  is  always  dear  to 
me,  and  I  am  eafy  about  my  own  honour  and  intereft 
in  refpcft  of  his.  "  Let  me  decreafe,  but  let  him  in- 
crcafe.'*  And  in  regard  the  devils  reign  here,  fin  a- 
bounds,  error  and  corruption  prevail ;  I  am  well  p'eaf- 
cd  with  the  thoughts  of  Chrift^s  fecond  coming  to  pull 
down  fatan's  kingdom,  and  to  confummite  the  ni<iT- 
riagc  with  me,  and  all  thit  are  efpoufed  to  him,  ani 
fay,  **  Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  liis  chariot  ?  Make 
hafle,  my  beloved  ;  even  fo  come,  Lord  Jefus."  O  that 
all  the  world  would  love  him,  exiilc  him,  and  fubmit  to 
him.  Many  in  different  places  admire  him,  and  fee 
inatchlefs  charms  in  him,  his  name  to  ihem  is  as  oint- 
ment poured  forth,  his  garments  fmell  of  aloes,  myrrh, 
and  caffia ;  thtry  have  beheld  hi^  ilately  goings  in  the 
fanfiuary:  O  that  all  the  woiid  might  fo  admire  him, 
and  fubmit  to  him  alfo. 

MEDITATION 
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Trom  I  fa,  liii.  8.     For  the  tratjf^rejjion  of  my  people  Vti 
hejiricken* 

OUR  /inR  and  tTanfpreffions  arc  great  and  varions, 
and  therefore  our  Surety's  fuf?crir.p;s  for  them  were 
heavy  and  manifold  :  he  endured  many  wounds,  bruit 
e^i  chadifcnrents  and  {Iripes,  which  would  ftill  endear 
him  the  more  unto  us :  '^  For  he  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgrtfiionsy  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
chaflifement  of  cur  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his 
ftripes  we  are  healed,*'  ver.  5.  O  who  can  think  on 
that  vcrfe  without  forrow,  or  fpeak  of  it  without  tears? 
He  was  wounded  and  bruifed  to  death,  to  fave  us  from 
deadly  wounds  and  bruifes.  And,  when  dying,  he  left 
us  his  portraiture,  with  the  marks  of  his  wounds,  that 
we  might  lock  upon  it  at  his  table,  and  mourn  for  our 
fins  which  gave  him  thefe  wounds-  Oh,  can  I  fee  my 
dear  Saviour  all  wounded  and  mangled  by  my  fins,  and 
not  be  deeply  affefted  for  the  tranfgrcflions  for  which 
my  dear  Jefus  was  ftricken  !  Stricken  he  was  many 
ways,  by  many  hand*:,  by  n:any  rods,  by  many  ftripes. 
He  was  ftricken  by  the  hand  of  God,  by  the  hand  of 
men,  by  the  hard  of  devils :  ftrick^.n  by  the  rod  of  Mo- 
fes,  the  lod  of  jullicc,  the  rod  of  the  Jews,  &c.  O 
l.ow  early  Wiis  he  ftricken  by  the  ill  uHge  he  met  with 
from  iv.en  \  being  thruft  oi!t,  to  be  born  in  a  foul  ftable 
and  laid  in  a  iTi«ijgcr  ;  and  fcon  after  was  he  ftricken 
bv  the  rod  cf  ptrfecution  and  baniflunent,  being  made 
to  fltc  his  native  country  for  faftty  from  Herod.  All 
this  he  (uft'cred  for  us,  bccaufe  we  deferred  to  be  de- 
prived cf  all  cDitlily  acconimodations  and  comforts,  and 
to  be  baniftird  from  God  and  heaven  for  ever. 

He  was  ftricken  ty  the  rod  of  poverty  and  pinch- 
ing ftraitp  TJiough  he  was  t]>e  Kir-jT  of  the  univerfc, 
and  poiitfled  all  the  riches  in  it,  yet,  "  for  our  fakes  he 
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became  poor,  that  wc  through  his  poverty  might  become 
rich,"  2  Cor.  viii.  5.  He  was  not  born  of  a  rich  cm- 
prefs,  but  of  a  poor  virgin  ;  not  in  his  own  houfe,  but 
in  another  man's :  He  had  no  houfe  nor  foot  of  ground 
of  his  own,  to  live  or  loJgc  in  :  Though  the  "  fox-^s  had 
holes,  and  the  birds  nefts,"  yet  he  that  created  them, 
**  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  His  diet  w*  eft  a- 
fccking,  and  commonly  very'  mean,  barley-bread  and 
fmall  fidies.  He  had  no  money  to  pay  his  tax,  but 
mud  borrow  it  from  a  (i(h  of  the  fea :  He  travelled  (lill 
on  foot,  except  once  he  rode  to  Jerufalem  to  fulfil  a 
prophecy  ;  and  then  he  had  neither  horfe  nor  afs  of  his 
own,  but  mud  borrov/  another  man's  afs  :  He  had  no 
fine  mounting,  but  the  clothes  of  them  that  followed 
him  :  He  had  no  burial-place  of  his  own,  but  was  l;^d 
in  another  man's  ;  and  all  this  he  fubmitted  to  for  our 
fakes.  He  was  alfo  ftricken  by  the  rod  of  fore  labour 
and  toil,  by  working  at  a  mechanic  trade,  until  he  was 
thirty  years  of  age  5  therefore  they  faid,  Mark  vi-  3. 
••  Is  not  this  the  Carpenter  V*  Man,  having  eaten  tlic 
forbidden  fruit,  was  doomed  to  fore  labour,  that  he 
(hould  cat  his  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  Gen. 
ill.  19  and  to  this  doom  our  Surety  fubmitted  for  us* 
Man  broke  God's  covenant  by  eating  of  the  tree,  there- 
fore his  Surety  mud  die  on  a  tree*  Man  idolized  a 
tree,  and  preferred  its  fruit  to  God's  favour ;  therefore 
his  Surety  mud  labour  in  cutting  and  hewing  trees  mod 
of  his  time.  Man  lived  a  life  of  (inning,  and  there- 
fore  Chrid  mud  live  a  life  of  labour  and  forrow  j  he 
even  became  a  man  of  forrows,  Ifa,  liii.  3.  that  wc  might 
obtain  everlading  joy  and  confolation. 

He  was  dricken  by  mens  reproachful  tongues,  fcofFs, 
and  mockeries,  being  called  a  glutton,  winebiber,  de- 
ceiver, Samaritan,  blafphcmer,  a  devil ;  and  one  in 
compa£):  with  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  devils.  They 
derided  him  in  all  his  ofHces,  as  a  Prophet,  by  bidding 
him  prophefy  who  fmote  him  \  as  a  Pried,  bidding  him 
fave  himfelf,  fince  he  pretended  to  fave  others  5  as  a 
Kingk  by  putting  on  him  a  purple  robe,  a  crown  of 
thorns,  and  giving  him  a  mock  fceptre.  Yea,  he  en« 
dured  the  mod  cruel  mockings,  and  that  in  the  midd  of 
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liis  (harped  fufFrrin^s  and  foul-aeonieSy  when  be  criol 
out  on  the  bloody  crofs,  £/i,  /?/i,  &c.  O,  fay  tfaey« 
this  man  calls  for  Elias,  pl^yinfr  on  the  word  ER.  \t 
was  not  out  of  ignorance  or  miftake  they  faid  fo,  but 
out  of  malice  and  drriGon ;  for  they  underftood  the 
Hebrew  language  well  enough,  and  knew  he  called  on 
God,  sr.d  that  EH  figniRed,  My  God.  But,  in  their 
fpite,  t^ey  would  rcprcfeht  him  as  an  idolater;  and 
uhen  dying,  that  he  praytd  not  to  God,  but  to  faints 
for  help.  He  was  (Irickcn  by  the  moft  open  affronts 
and  indignities  from  men,  by  flitting  in  his  face,  con- 
demning him  to  die  for  blafphemy  againft  God,  and 
treafon  againft  Cxfar  :  By  preferring  Barrabbas,  a  mur- 
derer, before  him,  and  polling  him  between  two  thieves, 
Thus  the  King  of  glory  wad  defpifed  and  reje&ed  d 
men  for  us,  Ifa;  liii.  3. 

He  was  (Iricken  by  the  fcour^es  of  platted  cords  on 
his  back,  and  with  the  thorns  they  drove  into  his  head : 
That  thorny  crown  was  dcfigned  for  torture,  as  weD 
as  derifion  ;  for,  if  it  had  been  only  to  mock  hicD,  a 
crown  of  (Iraw  would  have  ferved  the  purpofe  as  well 
as  one  of  thorns.  He  was  flricken  by  the  pincers  that 
pluckt  the  hair  off  his  chteks  5  and  by  the  heavy  crofi- 
tree  laid  on  his  bleeding  (boulders,  which  he  muft  carry 
to  Calvary.  He  was  ftricken  with  four  big  iron  naih 
through  his  hands  and  feet,  on  vihich  his  whole  weight 
muft  harg.  He  was  ftricken  with  a  burning  heat  and 
thirft,  which  the  wrath  of  God,  for  our  fins,  created 
in  Lim,  cind  dried  him  up  like  a  pctlherd  :  This  made 
him  cry  out,  I  tl'trft\  yet  no  wine,  no  fountain,  no 
creature  that  he  made,  muft  relieve  him  at  this  timet 
He  was  ftricken  by  a  fpear  ihruft  into  his  fide,  to  let 
out  his  heart- blood,  to  be  fure  that  no  life  remained* 
"Wcllj  (faid  our  dying  Lamb)  let  my  dearcft  blood,  my 
heart- blcjcd,  go  for  thtfe  loit  Cnntrs,  that  their  fouls 
may  live  and  fing  for  ever. 

He  was  ftricken  by  the  ungrateful  behaviour  of  his 
oven  difciples  to  him  :  By  Judas  his  betraying  and  fell* 
ing  him  for  a  fmall  fum,  the  price  of  a  flavc  :  By 
Peter's  denying  him,  and  fwearii;g  he  knew  him  not, 
at  tlie  temptation  of  a  poor  damfcl :  By  all  of  them  for- 
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lakxDg  buiif  and  leaving  him  in  the  midft  of  his  tne- 
mies*  Bcfides  all  this,  he  was  ftricken  in  his  foul  by 
the  terrible  glitterbg  fword  of  juftice,  by  the  curfes  of 
the  lav,  by  defertion  from  God,  by  the  vials  of  his 
wrath  poured  out  on  him,  which  rhade  fearful  bruifes, 
deep  woundsj  and  wide  gafhes  in  his  foul.  Oh,  our 
dear  Surety  was  ftricken  till  he  fell  to  the  groimd ;  was 
OTerwhelmed  with  wrath,  and  covered  with  blood* 
With  thefe  ftrokes  our  mighty  Redeemer  was  thrown 
down,  and  broken  with  breach  upon  breach,  till  all 
the  lea- billows  of  divine  vengeaftce  went  over  him. 
Oh,  never  was  there  any  forrow  like  my  dear  Sa- 
viour's forrow,  which  he  fuffered  when  ftricken  for  my 
fins ! 

Lord,  I  am  aftiamed  of  the  hardnefs  and  unconcern- 
ednefs  of  my  heart  at  this  moving  fpe£iacle !  Oh,  did 
the  dead  earth  tremble,  the  hard  rocks  rend,  4he 
gra^vea  open,  the  heavens  turn  black  at  the  Gght  of  a 
dying  Jefus,  ftricken  by  the  fword  of  jufticc  ^  And 
ihall  pot  my  rocky  heart  tremble  and  quake,  rend  and 
melt  for  my  fins,  that  were  the  caufe  of  it  ?  Shall  the 
hiftory  of  Jofeph  in  the  pit  move  me  more  than  that  of 
Chrift  upon  the  crofs  ?  Shall  the  news  of  the  tragical 
death  of  a  friend,  or  the  fufferings  of  an  acqiiaintance 
among  the  Turks,  move  me  more  than  the  death  and 
fufieruigs  of  the  innocent  Son  of  God  on  my  account  ? 
Alas,  my  heart  of  ftone  will  neither  break  nor  melt^ 
till  Chvift  turn  and  look  on  me,  as  he  did  on  back« 
Aiding  Peter;  Lord,  one  look  from  thee  can  turn 
<'  the  rock  into  a  ftanding  water,  and  the  flint  into  a 
fountain  pf  water/'  One  blink  of  the  Sun  of  righ- 
teoufn^is  can  melt  the  moft  frozen  and  icy  heart  in 
the.  wprjd« 

O  how  lovely  is  my  ftricken  and  bleeding  Jefus  ! 
Even  when  bleeding  and  mangled  by  my  fins,  I  fee  him 
to  be  ^hiit  and  ruddy^  and  **  the  chieteft  amons  ten 
thoofand."  Every  wound  and  ftroke  he  got,  dom  ftill 
beautify  him  the  more  to  me,  and  make  my  foul  to  cry, 
O  my  loving  and  lovely  Jefus  I  O  how  can  I  fee  him 
fubftituting  himfelf  in  my  room,  and  making  himfelf 
the  butt  of  the  envenomed  arrows  of  iufticci  and  not 

Vol.  UL  X  x  be 


4 44  Sacramental  MeJkaMmfl 

be  ravifhcd  with  hi b  lore  to  me,  and  with  the  warnseit 
aff(r<Slion  to  hirr.  !  And,  at  the  fame  time,  filled  iridi 
for  row  for  iTiy  fiiiSy  which  brought  on  all  his  {faroUei 
and  wounds  ?  Oh  my  fms  were  the  thorns  that  jnerod 
his  hc^d,  the  nails  that  pierced  his  hands,  and  thefgear 
that  pierced  his  heart.  My  (ins  prefTed  him  dovi^ 
and  made  him  fweat  blood  in  the  garden.  My  f<Mi 
being  exccf  ding  finful,  made  his  foul  exceeding  Ib^ 
Towful.     May  I  always  hate  fm,  and  forrow  for  It. 


MEDITATION     XXV. 

From  Gal.  ii.  20.     I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  ofG^ 
who  loved  me^  and  gave  himfe/ffor  me» 

O  HOW  df  firahle  an  attainment  is  the  exercilb  of 
true  faith  upon  the  great  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  wit&an 
appropriating  perfuafion,  or  fpecial  applicatioq  to  a  man 
himfelf,  fo  as  to  fay,  **  I  believe  and  admire  his  loTC 
to  the  ele6l  in  general,  and  to  me  in  particular :  I 
truft  him  with  my  foul,  and  my  eternal  falvation :  I 
embrace  him,  and  put  my  whole  confidence  in  him, 
**  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me  !"  Surelfi 
this  is  the  faith  that  every  one  that  dedres  to  obey  that 
great  commandment,  i  John.  iii.  23.  (hould  aim  ^X^ 
and  prefs  for,  as  a  thing  of  the  lad  moment  and  COQ- 
fequence ;  "  O  Ix;rd,  1  believe,  help  thou  my  unbfr 
lief." 

Lord,  I  will  not  reft  in  a  general  belief  and  perfua* 
fion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  of  Chrift's  a- 
bility  and  wiilingnefs  to  fave  all  that  come  unto  him  j 
but  I  will  apply  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs  to  myfelf 
in  particular,  and  reft  on  him  as  one  that  "  loved  mc, 
and  gave  himfelf  for  me."  This  appropriating  faith  is 
neceflary  to  my  juftification  ;  for  every  juftified  perfoa 
applies  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  to  himfelf,^  faying,  as  in 
Ila.  xlv.  24.  '*  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  rghteouf- 
nefs."  As  the  church  in  gener<tl  calls  him,  "  the  Lord 
our  righteoufnefs,  fo  I,  in  particular,  call  him  "  the 
Lord  my  righteoufnefs."  I  make  it  my  daily  practice  to 
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wrap  up  my  naked  foul  in  this  robe,  and  live  by  faith 
lipon  it.  I  make  perfonal  and  particular  application  of 
die  remedy  to  my  fouFs  maladies,  and  draw  virtue  from 
it*  This  particular  appropriation  in  the  aftings  of  faith, 
43  inoft  needful  for  clearing  up  a  believer's  evidences, 
and  for  filling  the  foul  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing  ; 
£>r  oyercoming  the  fears  of  death,  and  giving  comfort 
^L  a  dying  hour.  And,  particularly,  it  contributes  great- 
ly ta  the  foul's  comfortable  approach  to  the  lioly  table 
of  the  Lord,  when  it  can  fay,  "  I  receive  a  crucified 
Chrift  as  my  Saviour  :  I  ^o  to  him  as  one  who  loved  me^ 
and  gave  htm/elf  for  me  j  I  take  the  fymbols,  and  feed 
upon  his  body  as  broken  for  me,  and  on  his  blood  as 
ibcd  for  me  ;  and  I  accept  of  thefe  as  an  earned  and 
pledge  of  my  living  and  feafting  with  my  Saviour  for 
ever.** 

»  A  crucified  Chrift,  with  all  his  purchafe,  is  olF^rred 
to  all  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel :  For  Chrift  in  the  word, 
and  by  his  minifters  in  the  gofpel- offer,  fpeaks  to  all 
and  every  one  of  tbem  •,  yea,  fpeaks  to  every  finnerj 
jnan  and  woman  in  particular,  as  cliough  he  called 
them  by  name  and  firname.  And  every  man  is  bound 
to  take  the  call  and  offer  home  to  himfelf,  as  if  he  were 
ib  named,  and  believe  that  Chrift  ftands  at  his  dcor 
and  knocks,  faying.  If  you,  or  any  man,  will  open  to 
mc,  I  will  com?  in.  "  The  promife  is  to  you,  and  to 
all  that  arc  afar  off,"  even  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earthy 
and  to  the  ftout  hearted  :  to  all  the  fons  of  men,  to  e- 
vcry  creature,  to  them  that  have  no  money,  to  the  poor, 
maimed,  blind,  naked,  wretched,  and  miferable,  and 
to  whofoever  will  come  ;  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
ialvation  fent."  Chrift  doth  befeech  you  to  be  recon- 
ciled, and  to  beware  of  coming  ftiort  of  the  promife,  by 
unbelief;  fuch  a  promife  as  that,  **  Whofoever  believ- 
cth  on  the  Son  (hall  not  perilh,  but  have  eternal  life  :" 
And  that,  **  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  ways 
call  out :"  Be/ides  many  others  ;  John  iii.  16, — vi.  37* 
Rev.  iii.  17.  18.  20. — xxii.  17.  Prov;  viii.  4.  Ifa.  xlv. 
22 — jxlvi.  12. — Iv.  I.  Mark  xvi.  15.  Luke  xiv.  2j. 
22.  23.  Afts  ii.  39 — iii.  26. — xiii.  26.  47.  2  Cor.  v. 
20.   ticb.  iv.  I. 

X  X  2  Now, 
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Now,  feeing  the  gofpel-call  and  ofier  is  giTeii  fc^evs^ 
ry  one,  faith,  which  .is  the  echo  of  the  gofpel-caH^vidt 
needs  receive  an  offered  Cdrift,  and  iadvatioh  thrDVg^ 
him,  with  particular  application  to  the  foul  that  bieSem^ 
As  Chrifl  offers  himfelf,  and  his  purchafe^  to  every  firal 
in  particular  \  fo  faith  appropriates  Chrift  to  the  fold  i^ 
felf  in  particular.  And  indeed,  the  life  and  fweetnefi 
of  faith  lies  in  this  appropriation  and  apj^catory  ad, 
when  the  foul  is  helped  to  fay,  with  Thomas,  "  Tho* 
art  my  Lord,  and  my  God ;''  and,  with  the  (jpODic^ 
^<  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his  ;^  and,  with  Da- 
vid, ^^  Thou  art  my  Rock,  and  the  God  of  niy  £dfi» 
tion«"  Unbelief  would  tempt  me  to  put  away  the  got 
pel  offer  from  me,  faying,  It  doth  not  belong  to  me,  I 
am  not  defied,  nor  defigned  to  (hare  of  C^riifs  pn^ 
chafe  \  he  did  not  love,  nor  die  for  me.  But  in  regard 
fecret  things  belong  to  God,  my  falvation  is  at  the  ftake, 
xny  need  of  a  Saviour  is  unfpeak'able,  and  the  ofkt  is 
made  to  me  ;  I  have  no  time  to  lofe  in  difputing  widi 
the  devil  and  unbelief,  but  I  will  go  to  Chrift  on  the 
ground  1  have.  He  tells  me,  He  came  to  fave  finnerS) 
1  am  fure  that  is  my  name  ^  he  loved  enemies,  that  b 
my  name  5  he  received  gifts  for  the  rebellious,  that  is 
my  name ;  and  now  1  hear  the  Mailer  calling  and  in- 
viting  me  in  particular  :  Therefore,  in  fpite  of  the  de- 
vil and  unbelief,  and  all  my  guilt,  I'll  go  forward,  and 
accept  of  Chrift  as  "  my  Saviour  and  my  King-,**  Wl 
truft  him  with  my  falvation,  and  believe  **  he  loved 
me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me,  vile  and  guilty  as  I  am." 
This  effay  to  believe,  Lord,  I  make  in  thy  ftrength,  and 
in  obedience  to  thy  command :  But,  Oh,  my  mints  arc 
weak  and  fccklefs  !  it  is  only  thy  Spirit  enlightning  my 
mind,  and  opening  up  the  gofpel-call  and  promife  to 
me,  frying,  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation 
fent  5*'  that  determines  me  to  make  particular  applica- 
tion of  thy  love  offer,  by  an  acceptable  appropriating 
faith  :   Let  my  help  come  from  thee. 

Oh,  Lord,  my  fins  are  great  and  numerous;  blit 
ihould  1  add  to  them  the  (in  of  refuting  the  Remedyi 
and  puttmg  away  Chritt's  love  and  blood  offered  to  mc 
in  the  gofpel,  this  would  be  greater  than  all  the  reft  ; 
for  fo  1  would  bring  not  only  my  own  bloody  but  the 
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guilt  of  the  blood  of  God  upon  my  head.  This  I  dare 
9iot  do  ;  now  my  foul  is  at  die  ftake ;  now  the  Reme- 
dy is  in  my  offer  ^  my  need  of  it  is  great ;  I  cannot 
delay  clofing.  wi^h  it ;  yet  a  little  while,  and  my  oppor- 
tunity is  gone  \  and  I  muft  change  my  dwelling  for  e- 
TOr  i  and  how  can  I  go  any  where  without  my  Savi- 
OUT  !  Chrill  I  muft  have  to  teach  me,  to  juftify  and 
landilfy  me,  none  elfc  can  do  it,  on  him  all  my  help  is 
laid.  How  (hall  I  go  to  a  communion-table  without 
^im  ?  How  will  I  go  to  death  without  him  ?  How 
yri\\  I  go  to  a  judgment- feat  without  him  ?  Lord,  my 
cafe  is  deiperate  without  thee ;  wherefore  I  accept  of 
thy  offer,  I  believe  thy  love,  1  truft  in  thy  merits,  I  ap- 
ply thy  bbod,  I  appropriate  thy  purchafe,  and  cry, 
•*  My  Lord,  and  my  God."  I  confide  in  a  fin-pardon- 
ing God,  and  reft  on  his  promifc  to  me,  through  Chrift's 
blood  and  merits,  for  life  and  falvation  ;  and  though 
clouds  arife,  and  he  (hould  threaten  even  to  flay  me, 
yet  will  I  truft  ix^him,  as  one  '^  that  loved  me,  and 
gave  himfelf  for  me.** 

OhjeEt.  But  doth  not  the  calling  Gnners  to  fuch  ap- 
propriating a£^s  of  faith,  encourage  the  prefumptuous 
confidence  of  hypocrites  to  call  God  their  God,  like 
Balaam,  Nam.  xxii.  1 8  and  to  continue  in  fin  ?  Anf. 
No:  thefe  gofpel  calls  do  encourage  finners  to  love 
God,  to  repent  and  leave  their  fins ;  for,  till  we  believe, 
and  tafte  fome  thing  of  God's  love  to  us,  we  cannot 
love  him,  nor  turn  to  him,  i  John  iv.  19.  "  We  love 
him,  bccaufe  he  firft  loved  us."  And  the  abufe  or  pre- 
fumption  of  hypocrites  muft  not  hinder  the  publiftiing 
of  free  gofpel-offers  and  promifes.  Again,  the  appro- 
priating faith  of  believers  humbles  the  creature,  de- 
ftroys  fclf-confidcnce,  purifies'the  heart,  draws  forth 
the  foul  in  love  to  God,  and  hatred  to  fin  ;  whereas 
the  prefumption  of  hypocrites  hath  no  fuch  effedls. 

It  is  the  duty,  then,  of  every  man  that  hath  Chrift's 
love-offers  tendered  to  him,  to  repent  and  believe  the 
gofpel,  to  fee  his  loft  ftate  in  Adam,  and  his  need  of 
.Cfirift,  to  be  well-pleafed  with  the  gdfpel-device,  re- 
ceive Chrift  in  all  his  ofiices,  to  truft  in  him  as  his  Sa- 
viour, and  thereupon  believe  that  his  fins  are  forgiven 
through  Chrift's  blood  ^  and  fo  perfuade  and  affure 
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hirr.felf  that  Chrift  is  hir,  that  he  died  for  him,  and 
t!;at  he  (hsll  have  life  and  falvation  through  him.  Thb 
ptrfuafon  and  afllirance  being  moft  neceflary  to  the 
fpiriiur.l  life,  it  is  the  great  duty  of  every  one  to  prds 
forwards,  in  t!.e  acU  of  faith,  until  they  attain  it,  futh 
being  RI!1  weak  and  lame  without  it.  But  feeing  many 
btliiv  rs  hive  it  not  always,  through  prevailing  doubts 
^ixi  ui.heluf,  it  mud  furely  belong  more  to  the  per- 
fcf  Hon  of  faith,  than  to  the  cflencc  of  It.  Their  cafe 
is  like  that  of  a  O.ip wrecked  man  rh-.t  hath  got  hold  of 
a  plank ;  he  believes  the  plank  is  fu£cif  nt  to  bear  him 
up,  ar.d  keep  him  from  finking  j  but  the  blowing  ftorini 
and  his  own  weaknefs,  make  him  Joubt  if  his  grip  be 
fad  enough  to  hold  by  it.  Indeed,  Lord,  if  thou  didft 
not  take  fsfter  grips  of  me  than  1  do  of  thee,  my  weak 
and  flippery  fingered  faith  would  f?on  let  ihce  go; 
but  I  truft  not  in  my  faith,  but  in  thy  faithfulnefe ;  I 
truft  not  in  my  piomifcs  to  thee,  but  in  thine  to  me; 
that  thou  "  wilt  never  leave  me,  nor  forfake  me.* 
Lord,  do  as  thou  had  faid  \  be  it  to  me  according  to 
thy  word- 


MEDITATION    XXVI. 

From  I  John  iv.  19.     We  love  him^  hecaufe  be  Jirji  loved 


NO  reafon  can  be  given  why  God  loved  any  of 
Adam's  race,  but  only  becaufe  he  loved  us.  But 
good  reafons  can  be  given  why  we  love  God,  both  be- 
caufe  he  is  infinitely  lovely  in  himfelf,  and  becaufc 
he  fird  loved  us,  and  before  he  had  any  thoughts  of 
love  to  him.  O  what  is  our  love,  but  a  fmali  dream 
that  flows  from  and  returns  again  to  the  ocean  of  hrs 
love  !  God's  love  to  us  is  the  fource,  the  incentive, 
the  motive,  and  moral  caufe  of  our  love  to  him.  We 
can  never  love  God,  until  fome  r;»ys  of  his  everlading 
love  bre«jk  out  to  us ;  for,  conlcioufnefs  of  guilt,  and 
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fears  of  wrath,  do  rather  incKhe  us  to  hate  him,  and  flee 
from  him  as  an  enemy,  than  to  love  him,  and  draw  near 
to  him  :  But  the  breaking  out  of  the  beams  of  God's 
ancient  and  preventing  love  to  us  in  Jcfus  Chrift,  makes 
way  for  breaking  the  enmity  of  our  hearts,  and  bring- 
ing in  the  heavenly  6re  of  love  to  him.  The  ferious 
confide(atSoii  of  God's  eternal  free  love  to  us,  poor, 
•wretched,  and  unlovely  creatures,  and  his  loving  us  at 
fuch  a  rate,  as  to  feek  and  court  our  love  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  Son's  blood,  is  the  moft  powerful  motive 
in  the  world,  to  engage  and  draw  out  our  love  to  him ; 
and  the  more  we  have  of  the  faith  or  feeling  of  this 
love,  the  warmer  ftill  will  our  love  to  him  be.  God's 
redeeming  love,  difplayed  to  men,  doth  obfcure  all  the 
feeming  glories  of  this  world,  as  much  as  the  meridian 
fun  doth  darken  candles  of  fmaller  fires;  and  footi 
convinces  us,  that  there  is  nothing  that  deferves  our 
affe^^ions  but  God  and  Chrift.  No  man,  that  ever  tafl- 
ed  the  fwcctnefs  of  God's  love,  but  finds  his  heart 
warmed  with  love  to  him  again.  A  forp;iven  foul  can- 
not read  his  pardon  but  with  tears  of  love  and  joy,  and 
ftill  there  is  much  love  where  much  is  forgiven.  "  We 
love  him,  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us." 

Lord,  at  thy  call  I  go  to  thy  table,  to  admire  and  give 
thanks  for  God's  preventing  love  vented  to  man  in  the 
council  of  peace,  the  covenant  of  redemption,  in  the 
incarnation,  the  death,  the  blood,  and  righteoufnefs  of 
our  God-Redeemer.  O  amazing  love  !  I  admire  ic 
in  the  antiquity  of  it ;  God's  love  is  from  all  eternity  ; 
his  thoughts  were  long  fet  upon  man  before  he  had  a 
being.  I  admire  the /rf'/'»{/f  and  undefervednefs  of 
this  love  ;  there  was  nothing  in  man  to  engage  his 
love  ;  he  faw  nothing  in  him  but  poverty,  debt,  im po- 
tency, and  deformity ;  yeaj  man  was  fo  far  from  de- 
ferving  any  love  from  God,  that  he  defcrved  all  hatred, 
as  being  ioathlbnrie  and  full  of  enmity;  having  razed 
out  the  imnge  of  Cvxl,  and*  got  latan's  fet  up  in  its 
room  !  yet  even  t!i  jn,  God  loved  him  fo,  ?*s  to  give  his 
dearly  beloved  Son  ro  die  for  him.  O,  did  God  love 
maTi,  wheiT  utterly  unworthy  of  hi«j  love  !  and  fhall  we 
not  love  God,  who  ir.f^-jitf:ly  deferves  all  uur  afFsftion, 

as 
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2s  htiTz  in  V.:mfflf  ertVelT  ^Tniablc,  and  alto^etber 
HTfj ;  ard  i  krw'.r-  a-  .-£".cti:r.arc  to  us,  as  he  islote- 
1t  ir/hirr.f- *f  I  Lcrd  Ttfu-,  I  admire  the  (Irength  and 
ardency  of  iKt  -OTe  !  M^riV  water?  of  affliction  did  not 
qcench  i: ;  ?nd  t?.e  ficrda  cf  wiarh,  t'lat  went  over  thcCi 
cculd  ret  crcv.r.  i:  '  Ttr.^np  was  thit  love  thn  m^ide 
thee  ere'-L*t  a-d  carried  tijcc  through  in  fuff.nng  the 
piins  bc:h  of  thf  fini  and  fecor.d  death  in  our  ftcad ! 
Oh,  I  ?.rr,  afnarred  and  afRiclrrd  for  my  little  love  to 
thee!  \  marvl  at  the  condoncy  and  (lead  fa  ft  neb  of  thy 
love  ;  that  it  contir.ues  fir  n  to  thy  people  from  everb^ 
ing  to  cveihdmg  -,  and  that  it  is  never  altered  by  all 
the  unkind  returns,  provocations,  and  ingratitude  thoa 
meets  with  from  them  1  I  wonder  2t  the  fruits  and  ef- 
feds  of  thy  love  !  O  how  great  I  how  fweet !  how  nu^ 
merous  !  Who  can  value  or  fet  them  forth  ?  Sudi  as, 
**  Quenching  the  fire  of  juftice,  difarming  the  law  of 
its  curfcs,  bruiiing  the  ferpent's  head,  paying  believen 
debts,  obtaJTiing  fcr  them  regeneration,  pardon  of  Goi 
peace  with  God,  peace  with  confcience,  peace  with  an- 
gels, adoption  into  God's  family,  juftification,  fan£Hfi- 
cation,  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  audience  of  prayer/ 
growth  in  grace,  comfort  in  affliftlon,  a  bleffing  on  all 
providences,  perfeverance  in  holinefs,  the  minillry  of 
angels,  viftory  over  death,  a  happy  refurrcAion,  acquit- 
tance at  the  tribunal,  the  beatific  vifion,  and  everlaft- 
ing  life  !"  Who  can  declare  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the 
Lord  ?  Who  can  utter  his  mighty  cjft  ?  Who  can  (hew 
forth  all  his  praifc  ?  I  may  fooner  fathom  the  depth  of 
tJie  fea,  the  breadth  of  the  earth,  or  the  height  of  hea- 
ven, than  meafure  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift ;  for  it 
pafleth  knowledge  ? 

Oh,  how  little  do  we  love  him,  that  loved  us  firft, 
and  loved  us  at  fuch  a  rate  I  Nay,  how  unthankful  arc 
we  for  all  the  inltances  and  fruits  of  his  matchlefs  love  1 
How  unkind  are  the  returns  we  make  to  him  for  it  ? 
■•  Be  aftoniflicd,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly 
afraid"  at  the  ingratitude  of  men  !  How  little  do  wc 
think  on  redeeming  love,  ;ind  upon  the  propitiation  pro- 
vided by  God  for  our  fins !  How  little  do  we  fpeak  of 
this  love,  or  recommend  it  to  thofe  who  know  it  not ! 

How 
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How  do  the  fmall  trifles,  and  little  nothings  of  this 
world,  get  more  room  in  our  heaus^  than  Chrift's  glo- 
rious purchafe  !  How  little  pains  are  we  at  te  fecure  an 
intereft  in  the  bleffed  fruits  of  his  love  !  How  unwill- 
ing are  we  to  go  into  the  terms  of  redeeming  love,  to 
Tenounce  a  covenant  of  works,  felf-righteoufnefs,  dar ' 
ling  fins,  beloved  idols !  &c-  How  averfe  are  we  to 
renounce  the  world,  deny  felf,  and  to  be  debtors  wholly 
to  free  grace  !  How  inclinable  are  we  to  fatisfy  con- 
icience  after  the  commifTion  of  fin,  by  our  own  doings, 
CDnfefBona,  mourning;:,  refolutions,  &c.  without  go- 
ing to  the  propitiation  provided  by  the  love  of  God  ! 
How  great  is  the  liking  we  have  to  fin,  that  killed  the 
liamb  of  God  !  How  can  wc  fay,  we  love  God  that 
loved  us  firft,  when  we  hug  his  enemy  in  our  bofom  ! 
**  O  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  my  eyes  a  foun- 
tain of  tears,"  that  I  might  weep  and  mourn  day  and 
night  for  the  ungrateful  requitals  of  the  fons  of  men, 
for  the  preventing  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  the  amaz- 
ing inftances  of  it ! 

O  that  I  could  fay  on  good  ground,  and  from  the  bot- 
tom of  tny  heart,  I  love  him  that  fir  ft  loved  me.  Sure*, 
ly  a  fincere  love  to  God  and  Chrift  would  be  a  fure 
evidence  of  God's  eternal  love  to  me :  O  that  I  had  the 
marks  of  this  love,  and  could  fay,  "  My  meditations  of 
him  arc  fweet :"  I  place  my  happinefs  in  his  favour, 
and  the  comfort  of  all  ordinances  in  his  prefence :  I  rc^. 
joice  in  the  flourifliing  of  his  kingdom,  and  abhor  every 
thing  that  is  injurious  to  him  :  I  efteem  Chrift  the  Me- 
diator, and  gift  of  God,  as  m.oft  precious,  with  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  him  :  I  fall  heartily  in  with  the 
device  of  redeeming  love  for  faving  finners,  and  ftudy 
the  life  of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God.  I  renounce  my 
own  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  and  defire  always  to. 
fay,  "  In  the  Lord  Jefus  have  I  my  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength."  Were  this  the  language  of  my  heart,  I  might 
appeal  to  himfelf,  and  fay,  **  Thou  that  knoweft  all 
things,  knoweft  that  I  love  thee,"  and  defire  to  render 
thee  love  for  love. 

It  would  be  a  great  flume  for  believers,  if  they  did 
not  love  him  that  firft  loved  them,  when  they  were  ene- 
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mies  to  him  !  Surely  they  cannot  be  beUerctB  \ridunt 
love  to  him.  O  for  greater  and  warmer  lore  to  hio 
that  firft  loved  us  !  Love  is  the  great  qualification  of  tk 
faints  above  ;  the  more  love  we  have,  the  liker  hearea 
we  are,  and  the  meeter  to  dwell  in  it.  Were  it  poiEide 
there  could  be  a  man  in  heaven  without  love^  he  wooU 
reckon  the  place  a  hell»  and  the  work  a  torment  tohiflb 
It  is  love  that  makes  fpiritual  and  heavenly  work  dfr 
lightful ;  hence  love  is  faid  to  be  the  fulfilling  of  die 
law.  If  the  love  of  God  be  in  the  heart,  the  law  d 
God  is  there  alfo,  and  the  foul  is  inclined  to  all  holj 
obedience.  O  may  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  conftraifi 
me  to  live  to  him  that  died  for  me.  Have  1  feen  the 
aflonifhing  love  of  God  in  parting  with  his  dear  Son  to 
fave  me  ?  O  let  that  love  conltrain  me  to  part  with  all 
my  fms  and  idols  for  him.  Have  1  feen  the  dear  Son'i 
aimazing  love  in  bleeding  to  death  on  the  curfed  tree,  to 
fave  me  from  lying  in  hell  for  ever  ?  O  let  me  ncrer 
again  wittingly  wa'k  in  the  road  that  leads  to  it.  Have 
I  feen  him  ftiuggling  in  an  agony  to  open  heaven's  gatei 
for  me  ?  O  kt  me  never  turn  my  back  on  heaven,  and 
tell  him  thereby  he  might  have  faved  his  labour.  0 
let  his  boundlcfs  'ove  warm  n^y  heart  more  and  more 
with  love  to  him  !  May  the  charms  of  his  love  triumph 
over  all  the  charms  of  tin's  pleafures  and  fatan's  deviceSi 
and  kindle  fuch  a  Hre  of  love  m  my  heart,  as  will  bum 
up  all  my  lulls  like  ilu:.ble.     Amen. 


MEDITATION     XXVII. 

From  Pfal.  cxxvi.  5,     Tbey  that  fow  in  tears^  Jball  rnf 
in  joy. 

THE  fowing  time  of  God's  people  is  all  here,  but 
their  reaping  time  is  but  partly  here,  and  far  more  fully 
hereafter.  Here  they  fow  very  much  in  tears,  there  is 
need  for  it  5  this  fcedtime  is  the  moft  promiting  of  any. 
Men  love  a  dry  feed-time,  but  God  loves  wet  feed-timei 
heft  :  A  wet  fowing  time  doth  promife  a  harveft  of  joyi 
whereas  a  dry  one  portends  a  harveft  of  forrow.   **  Wo 
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to'tfaem  that  laugh  now,  they  (hall  weep."  If  men  da 
not  begin  with  tears,  they  (hall  end  with  them  ;  if  they 
weep  not  now,  they  (hali  weep  and  wail  and  gnalh  their 
teeth  hereafter.  Godly  weeping  is  a  good  t\^n  of  fpi- 
ritual  life.  If  a  child,  when  horn,  was  heard  cry,  it  is. 
reckoned  a  legal  proof  of  its  liv'ng  ;  but  if  not,  it  is  ac- 
counted ftill-born  or  dead.  Alas,  the  number  of  ftill- 
bom  children  in  the  church  is  great !  few  are  heard 
cry,  or  feen  weep,  in  a  godly  fort,  if  compared  with 
thofe  who  do  not.  There  be  m  my  who  pour  out  tears 
on  worldly  occaHonSi  but  few  on  fpiritual  accounts.  If 
a  child  die,  we  can  mourn  and  weep  over  him,  but  who 
mourns  for  Chrift  as  for  an  only  fon  ?  Who  weeps  for 
fin  that  pierced  him  ?  Oh,  how  little  are  we  afFedled 
with  the  fuflPerings  of  our  dear  Redeemer  !  Our  cars 
arc  fo  accuftomed  to  the  hearing  of  Chrift*s  love,  his 
agonies,  his  wounds,  his  blood,  his  death,  that  they  are 
become  words  of  a  common  found,  and  make  little 
impreffion  on  us,  though  they  be  the  mod  awful  and 
moving  things  that  ever  the  world  heard  of.  Thou, 
Lord,  art  prefent  at  facraments,  thou  obferveft  our 
tears,  and  comeft  with  thy  bottle  to  receive  and  pre- 
ferve  them  ;  but,  Oh,  how  empty  is  it  of  tears,  for  the 
moft  part,  of  gofpel- hearers  I  and  how  few  are  the 
tears  which  are  dropt  into  it  by  communicants  them- 
felves ! 

Lord,  I  am  afliamed  of  the  hardnefs  and  unconcern- 
ednefs  of  my  heart,  and  the  woful  drynefs  of  my  eyes ! 
Shall  the  rocks  about  Jerufalem  rend  fooner  at  Chrift's 
fufferings  than  my  rocky  heart  ?  Shall  others  weep  and 
fow  in  tears,  when  Chrift's  wounds  and  blood  are  fet 
before  them,  and  I  continue  ftupid  and  hardened  1 
Shall  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph  m  the  pit  move  my  heart 
more  than  that  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs !  Lord,  look 
upon  my  ftony  heart  with  pity,  look  it  into  ftreams  o£ 

fenitential  tears,  give  me  fuch  a  look  as  thou  gavefl: 
*eter  when  he  denied  thee,  a  look  that  may  caufe  me 
weep,  and  weep  bitterly  at  the  remembrance  of  my  (ins 
that  pierced  thee.  If  I  have  not  openly  denied  my 
Saviour,  furely  I  have  (hamefully  forgot  him,  and  for« 
fakcn  him  in  my  heart :  I  have  had  a  deep  hand  ia  all 
Y  y  ^  his 
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his  fuffirrin^s.  When  my  dearl^rd  was  In  theganfefl 
fweating  blood,  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile,  Jvdas  noi 
Pilate,  were  there  to  cauft  it ;  hut  Oh,  my  unbeli«f|  mf 
pride,  my  carnality,  my  hypocrify,  my  (inful  words  tad 
^Aions  were  ihere,  and  with  their  weight  preffed  him 
to  the  pround,  and  brought  that  fearful  agony  and  fvcflt 
upon  him.  My  diflimulation  was  the  traitor's  kifSf  ajF 
ambition  the  thorny  crown,  my  drinking  up  iniqdty 
like  water  the  portion  of  gall  and  vinegar  ;  my  want  of 
tears  caufed  him  flicd  both  tears  and  blood,  my  for&k- 
ing  God  made  him  to  be  forfaken  of  God,  my  (buTs 
being  exceeding  guilty  made  his  foul  exceeding  bea?y! 
Oh,  what  means  then  the  hardnefs  of  my  heart,  and  diy* 
nefs  of  my  eyes,  when  thefe  things  are  fet  before  me ! 
Is  it  that  weeping  is  defigned  for  me  hereafter,  where 
tears  fliall  never  be  dried  up !  Lord  faye  me,  for  Chrift's 
fake,  from  hell's  tears,  and  give  grace  to  prevent  thenii 
by  fowing  in  tears  now  in  the  proper  feafon. 

So  long  as  I  am  in  the  valley  of  tears,  there  are 
many  reafons  for  fowing  the  feed  of  tears.  I  fee  many 
grounds  for  them,  may  a  glance  of  them  be  the  means 
of  mehing  my  heart,  and  filling  my  eyes  with  tears- 
Tears  for  my  woful  apoftafy  from  God  in  Adam, 
whereby  I  am  baniflicd  from  God,  have  loft  his  image 
and  countenance,  and  am  fallen  under  Lis  wrath  ar.d 
curfe.  Tears  for  the  woful  corruption  of  my  nature, 
my  enmity  againlt  God,  and  the  manifold  plagues  of 
my  heart ;  as  athd/m^  ignorance^  prhfe^  unbeliefs  hard- 
nefsy  hypccri/yy  formalhy^  &c«  Tears  for  the  fins  of 
my  life,  open  and  fecrct,  of  omilfion  and  commiffion, 
of  light  and  ignorance,  which  are  more  in  number  than 
the  hairs  of  my  head,  and  many  of  them  very  heinous, 
becaufe  of  feveral  aggravations ;  of  all  which  I  may 
have  an  affeCling  view,  by  reading  our  larger  Catechifm 
upon  the  ten  commandments.  Tears  upon  the  remem- 
brance of  Chrift's  love,  in  fulTcring  and  dying  in  my 
room,  to  wafh  away  my  fins,  and  fave  me  from  hell. 
Surely  the  thoughts  of  this  love  may  infiame  the  cold- 
eft  breaft,  melt  the  hardeft  heart,  and  make  the  dried 
conftitution  run  down  with  tears.  It  was  this  that  made 
Mary  Magdalene's  eyes  gufti  out  fo  plentifully  with 
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tears  of  love  and  joy  as  were  enough  to  wafti  her  Sa- 
miur's  feet,  ^ears  for  the  abufc  of  God's  fatherly 
goodnefsy  mercys  and  patience  towards  me  a  finful  hell 
defcnring  creature  :  This  coaGderatlon  melted  the  pro- 
digal's heart,  and  made  him  cry,  **  Father,  1  have  fin- 
ned againft  heaven  and  in  thy  fight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon."  David's  undeferved  kind- 
nefs  made  even  the  hard-hearted  Saul  to  lift  up  his 
▼oice  and  weep,  and  will  not  God's  kindnefs,  which  is 
infinitely  greater  and  freer,  make  me  drop  fome  filent 
tears  at  his  holy  table  ?  Tears^  becaufe  of  the  frowns  of 
my  heavenly  Father,  the  toksins  of  his  difple^fure,  his 
chaftifements,  and  even  his  chidings  and  fliaking  the 
lod  at  me  :  Thefe  will  melt  the  heart  of  a  child  whofe 
nature  is  kindly  and  ingenuous,  wliile  the  (lubbom 
will  (land  it  againft  many  (Irokes*  David,  though  a 
man  of  the  greateft  valour  ag^ind  his  enemies ;  yet 
when  he  faw  God  was  angry  with  him  in  Abfalom's 
rebellion,  he  wept  like  a  child  before  the  enemy  while 
going  up  Olivet,  2  Sam.  xv.  ^6»  and  feemed  to  have  no 
courage  at  alk  Again,  I  ought  to  fow  in  tears  for  the 
the  diihonours  done  to  God  by  the  fins  of  others ;  and 
cfpccially  when  damnable  herefies  and  blafphemies  arc 
vented  againft  God.  And  likewife  tears  for  the  mift:- 
ries  and  perifliing  condition  of  others.  And  efpecially 
tears  of  fympathy  with  God's  people  in  aiBi<LVion.  For 
I  read  of  Chrift  himfelf,  David,  Hezikiah,  Jofiah,  Je* 
remiah,  and  other  faints  fowing  fuch  tears.  Well  then 
may  this  world  be  called  a  valley  of  tears. 

Bcfides  all  thefe,  it  is  v.  ell  pleafing  to  God  when 
Chriftians  fow  tears  of  tenderntrf:.  in  renewing  covenant 
with  him,  in  prayer,  in  heari:jg  the  word  in  commu- 
nicating and  commemorating  the  de-lh  and  fuff,;rings 
of  Chrift  for  their  fins.  This  laft  is  a  fp;;cial  feafon 
for  fowing  tears,  according  to  Zech.  xli.  lo.  O  fliall 
Chrift  anj»  be  more  fparing  of  their  tear^  for  Clirift,  than 
Chiift  was  of  his  blood  for  them  ?  Vv  e  cry  out  againft 
the  Jews  and  Romans  as  hard  hearted  men  tor  piercing 
Chrift,  and  being  uncoiiceuicJ  at  his  fuflcrings.  But 
what  fofter  are  our  hearts,  ii  Wx;  can  fee  how  our  fins 
put  him  to  death;  and  not  be  .^:/'/>rd  nor  Wc^  p.    Lord, 

fend 
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weep.     Lord,  fcr.<i  ^ir  Spirit  to  touch  my  heart,  veA 

ticn  it  'siii  rr*!:  into  a  ftrcam  of  tears  for  Cn,  tfcat 
c«r;sd  -Hing  that  butchered  the  Lamb  of  God.  O  let 
this  be  ET  weeping  !:rr.e,  ar.l  feed  time  of  tears,  that 
hcTC after  I  iriT  reap  :r.  tot.  Alas,  my  feed- time  is 
fcrir^p  ar.d  :r.f:gn;f:cant,  O  let  rot  my  harreil  be  pro- 
pcnicr.^d  to  it.  Lord,  thoa^h  I  have  not  tears  enough 
w-tri  Miry  to  waih  thy  feer,  yet  thou  haft  blood  e- 
ncugh  to  wzG:  my  f;:er,  my  heart,  my  hands,  my  tears, 
and  all  IT  y  duries,  ^.T.i.  to  m^ke  me  and  them  accepta- 
ble and  faroury  to  God,  fo  that  I  may  reap  in  joy  with 
his  people  above,  and  iland  there  as  a  monument  of 
free  grace  for  ever. 

Many,  after  fcwing  the  precious  feed  of  tears  at 
crimmur.ion-feafons,  have  even  had  their  reaping  times 
here  below,  as  an  earneft  and  firft- fruits  of  die  full 
harveft  above.  Lord,  make  me  acquaint  both  with  the 
fowing  and  reaping  of  penitent  believers  in  this  worlds 
that  I  may  have  good  hope  through  grace,  of  (haring 
vith  them  in  the  harveft  of  glory  hereafter,  even  the 
full  enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven,  eternal  communloa 
with  the  glorious  Trinity,  with  the  faints  and  holy  an- 
gels. Let  me  know  what  it  is,  after  a  feed  time  of 
tears,  to  reap  even  in  ordinances  here  below,  the  clear- 
ing of  my  evidences  of  grace,  and  the  evidences  of  my 
intereft  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  well-ordered  covenant. 
l*et  me  reap  the  lifting  up  of  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance upon  mc,  which  will  put  more  joy  in  my  heart 
than  wcrld lines  have  when  they  reap  corn  and  wine  in 
the  gieateft  plenty.  Let  me  fee  my  name  written  in 
heaven  before  I  go  thither,  that  my  paflage  may  be 
joyful  in  the  mid  ft  of  tears.  Let  me  reap  even  here 
new  fupplies  of  grace,  ftrength  to  bear  crofles,  and  rc- 
fift  temptations ;  give  me  gracious  returns  of  prayer, 
and  vi6lory  over  my  corruptions,  that  1  may  fing  with 
the  Pfalmjft,  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  3.  **  In  the  day  when  I 
cried,  thou  anfweredit  me  \  and  ftrengthcnedft  me  with 
ftrength  in  my  foul." 

MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    XXVm. 

From  RcY.  i.  5.     Unto  him  that  ioved  us,  and  wajhsd  ut 
from  our  Jinx  in  his  own  blood-^ 

THE  love  of  Chrift  In  becoming  man,  and  (hedding 
his  blood  to  ranfom  and  fave  finners  of  mankind,  wiU 
be  the  eternal  fong  of  the  redeemed  above,  and  why 
fhould  not  they  begin  this  fong  here  below  ?  Never 
was  there  fuch  matter  for  fongs  of  praife  as  the  un- 
fathorilable  love  of  Jefus  ;  his  name  is  love  ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  to  me  as  ointment  poured  forth.  Til  remem- 
ber his  love  more  than  wine.  His  nature  is  love  ;  his 
words  and  a£lions  were  love  ;  he  preached  and  prac- 
tifed  love  ;  he  lived  in  love,  was  (ick  of  love,  and  died 
for  love.  O  what  thoughts  Ihould  I  have  of  this  free 
and  undeferved  love  of  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  who 
was  intreated  by  no  man,  and  even  hated  of  all  men  5 
yet  in  his  fre^  iove  intreats  and  undertakes  for  man» 
faying,  Though  he  be  my  enemy.  Til  be  both  his  Sure- 
ty and  Sacrifice,  I'll  drink  the  cup  of  wrath,  be  made 
fia  and  a  curfe  fox  him,  I'll  pour  out  all  my  blood  and 
die  for  him.  O  how  (hall  I  fpeak  of  this  ailonilhing 
love  to  thy  enemies  ?  To  have  fpared  our  lives  had 
been  great  mercy,  but  to  give  thy  life  for  ours,  is  love 
unfpeakable.  Oh  !  Lord,  thou  hail  found  me  in  my 
enmity,  and  yet  loved  me  !  When  my  hand  was  lifted 
up  againfi  thee,  thy  arms  were  open  to  embrace  me  ! 
Nay,  thou  haft  opened  thy  loving  heart  to  (helter  re- 
bels, who  trode  thee  under  foot !  Thy  heart  burned 
with  love  to  them  who  cruelly  pierced  it !  Thy  bowels 

J  earned  toward  thofe  that  raked  in  them  with  bloody 
andg  !  Surely  eternity  itfelf  will  be  (hort  enough  to 
celebrate  the  praifes  of  our  glorious  Immanuel,  who 
loved  us,  and  waQied  us  from  our  (ins  in  his  own  blood. 
Worthy  is  our  flain  bleeding  Lamb  of  eternal  hallelu- 
jahs from  men  and  angels.  Lord,  fit  my  heart  for 
thcfc  new  fongs, 

O 
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O  nev^r  was  there  fuch  a  miracle  of  condefctnding ' 
love  to  the  fons  of  men,  as  this  of  the  eternal  Son  ot 
Gjd,  his  becoming  man  to  fuffer  hell  for  themi  and 
pour  out  his  blood  to  wafh  them  from  (in  that  kbidlei 
hell- fire  againd  them.  Glory  to  the  Lamb  for  his  fire- 
quenching  blood,  and  for  his  preventing  love,  that  k^ 
me  from  feeling  of  this  fire  I  O  how  would  this  lore 
have  afTcded  me,  if  juAice  had  fent  me  to  hell|  and 
kept  me  there  one  year,  or  one  month,  or  but  one  day ! 
Surely,  one  day  in  hell  would  have  made  mc  prize  and 
praifc  redeeming  love  and  redeeming  blood  at  another 
rate  than  now  I  do.  Or  had  I  fecn  die  damned  in  theic 
mifery,  defpairing  and  without  hope !  Or,  had  I  feen 
iiiy  agonizing  Saviour  in  the  garden  fweating  blood  for 
me  -,  or  feen  him  dying  on  the  crofs  pouring  it  out  at 
five  big  wounds  to  tlie  very  lad  drop,  to  waQi  away  fin ! 
O  would  not  I  then  have  valued  the  great  remedy  and 
falvation  he  now  tenders  to  me  !  And  is  not  all  this 
>vhich  now  I  hear  in  the  word,  and  fee  reprefented  in 
the  facrament,  as  true,  as  real  and  certain,  as  if  I  had 
feen  it  with  my  eyes  ? 

And  now  when  I  go  to  behold  Chrift  dying  and  bleed- 
ing in  this  holy  reprefentation,  even  the  Lamb  of  God 
facrificed  and  flaughtered  for  my  fins ;  Lord,  touch  my 
heart  that  it  may  be  fuitably  affccfled  with  the  fight, 
fo  as  inicnfely  to  love  my  blefled  Saviour,  and  to  hate 
my  curfed  fins.  O  how  fliould  I,  at  this  occafion,  be 
covered  with  ftiame  and  loathe  myfelf,  who  have  both 

Erocured  the  death  of  Chrift  by  fin,  and  finned  againft 
is  death,  by  flighting  hik  blood  and  neglediing  his 
great  falvation  !  Oh  !  I  am  chargeable  both  with  the 
guilt  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  of  murdering  my  own  foul. 
O  pardon  and  "  deliver  tie  from  blcod-giultinefs,  0 
God,  thou  God  of  my  falvation." 

Wy  fins  have  indeed  flied  the  blood  of  Chrift,  but. 
Lord,  impute  not  the  gudt,  but  the  merit  of  tliis  blood 
to  me.  Lord,  what  profit  is  there  in  my  blood  ?  Sure- 
ly the  leaft  drop  of  thy  dear  Son's  blood  is  of  more  value 
than  a  fea  of  mime.  A  whole  fea  of  it  cannot  wafh  a- 
way  one  fin,  but  Lord  thou  calleft  me  to  look  unto  the 
Lamb's  blood  that  takes  away  the  fins  of  the  world. 

Ob, 
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Oil  IS  not  this  bloo-l  more  powerful  to  wifli  me,  tfiatx 
my  fins  are  to  ^Sc.ii\^  me  !  I?  r:ot  ifs  virtue  as  freHi  flill 
B8  wl'.en  it  (!roMpc(l  from  h««;  wound«  un  tiie  tree,  or  in 
the  day  when  it  clear.fff^  tlire;^  thnufj.d  ;»t  once  ?  Is 
not  thv  Son's  b^'joJ  a  fuPicidnt  f  tisfaclioii  fur  all  my 
fins,  a  full  prce  for  mv  rede'^.prlnn  \  O  '^^y  foul,  thou 
»rt  now  neai  the  hlr ir^M  remedy  tor  thy  j^'uilt  and  pol- 
lution, this  is  the  o'lv  m'(^11  of  fjivation  ^nd  fountain  of 
life  !  O  canfl  rhon  fv  e  Chrilt's  blood  running,  and  not 
defiFe  to  be  bathed  in  it  I  N^w  the  cleanfing  and  heal- 
ing ftreams  run  on  both  fiuCs  of  the  table,  now  let  me. 
apply  and.  live,  let  nie  bring  all  my  pla^^ues  and  fores 
to  the  ftreams,  my  biind  eyes,  my  deaf  ears,  my  weak 
hands,  my  feeble  knees»  my  hard  heart,  niy  coLl  afFcc- 
tions,  my  unbelieving  and  doubring  mind,  my  leprous 
and  unclean  foul.  Lord,  this  blood  has  w.;flied  away 
the  plagues,  fpots  and  ftains  of  many  thoufands*  who 
arc  now  pralfing  the  Lumb  for  it :  O  let  me  be  joined 
to  the  number,  that  I  may  alfo  fmg  to  him  that  loved 
and  wafhed  me. 

O  bleeding  Lamb,  "  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canft  make 
me  clean."  O  let  that  blood,  which  guthed  from  thy 
heart  and  fide,  but  drop  on  my  foul,  a:id  it  will  cleanfe 
me  from  all  fin.  And  when  chou  art  pleafcd  to  come 
to  me  in  the  facrament  in  11  ream 5  of  biood,  O  raife  me 
up,  that  I'may  meet  ttiee  with  ftreams  of  tears,  tears  of 
repentance,  love  and  gratituJe.  O  let  me  not  be  more. 
fparing  of  my  tears  for  Chnit,  than  he  was  of  his  b^ood 
for  me.  David's  kindnefs  made  even  a  hard-hearted 
Saul  lift  up  his  voice  and  weep,  and  will  not  Chrift's 
kindnefs,  which  is  infinitely  greater,  make  mc  drop  at 
leaft  fome  fi lent  tears  ? 

O  how  dreadful  a  thing  muft  It  be  to  reje£l:  this  re- 
medy i  Surely  juftice  will  not  fparc  them  that  trample. 
under  foot  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  If  juUice  was 
inexorable,  when  he  himfelf  prayed,  "  If  it  b:^  polFibie 
let  this  cup  pafs  :" — how  will  he  fpare  me,  or  hear  the 
cry  of  thofe  who  rejeft  his  blood  and  facrifice  ?  How- 
ls it  poifible  that  the  cup  of  wrath  can  pafs  from  them. 
who  do  it  J  No :  they  muft  drink  it  for  ever  them- 
fclves  !  Lord,  fave  me  from  rejecting  this  blood.  "  J, 
believe,  Lordj  help  my  unbelief.'' 

V0L.11L  zz  meditm:io^ 
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MEDITATION    XXIX. 

From  Luke  xv.  iS,  19.  Father,  I  bave  JinueJ  agmiff 
heaven,  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  tt  If 
ca//ed  thy /on,  oahe  me  as  one^  &c. 

Father  : — Ah  !  I  may  be  afhamcd  to  call  thee  b% 
confiderir.g  w]:at  a  difobedient  and  unthankful  ch3d  I 
have  been.     I  am  a  mcft  wretched  prodigal :  I  lefttlij 
houfe  and  preftrce,  and  went  into  a  far  country-,  far 
from  thee,  my  blifs  and  happinefs.     But  now,  FathcTi 
behold  me,  dcTiring  to  come  back,  as  a  poor  penitent, 
mourning,  and  Teturning  prodigal.     I  come  from  a&r 
country  indeed  -,  1  come  from  the  land  of  fin  and  dart 
nefs  ;  I  cone  from  the  frontiers  of  hell,  from  the  fciy 
borders  of  the  burning  lake  !    Ah,  fcolifli  creature  that 
I  am  !  how  hnve  1  forfaken  thee,  the  Fountain  of  liT- 
ing  waters  I     How  fond  have  I  been  of  broken  ciftenifl, 
and  in  love  with  filthy  puddles.     O  the  bafenefs,  the 
difingenuity,  the  ingratitude  that  I  have  beenguiltyof ! 
I  have  refilled  thy  power,  dcfpifed  thy  v/ifdom,  under- 
valued thy  goodncfs !     Father  of  mercies,  I  now  fee 
what  an  tvil  thing  and  bitter  it  is  to  forfake  the  Lord. 
Holy  Lord   J^'fus,   I  now  fee  what  indignities  I  hare 
done  againd  thee  !     Thy  bleffcd  body  was  dreadfully 
torn  with  nails  upon  the  crofs,  and  thy  precious  blood 
inhumanely  fpilt  by  thy  crucifiers  !     But  O  have  not  1 
cccafioned  more  grief  and  forrow  to  thee  by  my  maoi- 
fold  fins  againfl  light  and  love  >    They  crucified  thee 
but  once,  but  I  have  crucified  thee  day  by  day  !    They 
crucified  thee,  becaufe  they  knew  thee  not }  but  I  have 
known  thee,  what  thou  art  in  thyfelf,  the  Lord  of  glo- 
ry \  and  what  thou  art  to  me,  a  tender  and  merciful 
Father  ;-^Yet  1  have  continued  to  crucify  thee  afrelh. 
O  Holy  Spirit,  I  have  refifted  thy  ftrivings,  quenched 
thy  motions,  demoliibed  thy  work,  and  put  thee  away 
grieved.     But,  I^rd,  I  condemn  my  folly,  and  fee  my 
mifery.    O  what  have  I  gained  by  offending  thee? 

Nothing 
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Kodiing  but  (hame  and  confufioii)  fear,  trembling  and 
liorror  !  O  what  fruit  have  I  in  thefe  things  whereof  I 
am  now  aOiamed  ! 

But,  Father,  I  have  heard  of  thy  compaflions  to  the 

.  guilty,  when  they  confefs  and  forfake,  and  turn  to  thee : 
wherefore,  though  I  am  afhamed  like  the  publican  to 

•  lift  up  my  eyes  to  heaven  ;  yet  let  me,  with  humble 
Magdalane,  come  behind  thee  weeping,  and  wa(h  thy 
feet  with  my  tears,  and  kifs  them.  And  let  me  hear 
'tlie  news  of  pardon  from  thy  mouth.  Thou  cameft^ 
XiOrd,  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  (inners  to  repen- 
tance ;  and  of  thefe  I  am  chief.  Lord,  I  am  full  of 
-difeafes,  full  of  wounds,  full  of  plague  fores,  full  of 
weakcefs  and  infirmities,  full  of  fins  and  pollutions* 
Here,  Lord,  is  work  for  thy  ftrong  hand,  work  for  thy 
wonder-working  blood  :  O  ftretch  forth  thy  hand,  and 
fave.  **  Father,  I  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
fon,  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  fervants."  And  thou 
knoweft  no  hire,  no  wages  will  fatisf y  me  but  thyfelf ; 
Lord,  give  me  thyfelf,  be  thou  my  exceeding  great  re- 
ward. 

Lord,  I  am  fo  vile  a  creature,  that  I  may  fear  to  come 
and  prefent  a  petition  to  thee  upon  the  knee,  and  far 
more  to  come  and  fit  down  with  thee  at  thy  holy  table : 
If  John  Baptift,  a  faint  of  the  fir  ft  magnitude,  thought 
himfelf  not  worthy  to  ftoop  down  and  loofe  the  latchet 
of  thy  (hoes,  iliall  I,  who  am  laden  with  fins,  adven- 
ture to  that  holy  feaft,  where  angels  wait  as  minifter- 
ing  fpirits  ?  But,  Lord,  in  thy  compaffion  receive  me, 
that  comes  not  to  excufe,  but  to  accufe  myfdf,  with 
eyes  caft  down,  fmiting  on  my  breaft,  with  the  publi- 
can, "  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner."  Thou  didft 
gracioufly  accept  of  the  publican's  prayer,  of  Mary 
Magdalane's  tears,  the  faith  of  the  thief  on  the  crofs, 
the  repentance  of  Peter,  and  of  thofe  that  crucified  thee. 
By  thefe  inftances  of  thy  mercy,  I  am  encouraged  to 
draw  near  to  thee :  O  fend  me  not  away  empty,  left  I 
faint  by  the  way  •,  but  fr.tisfy  my  needy  foul  with  the 
food  ot  thy  heavenly  banquet,  that  i  ihay  receive  fpiri- 
tual  ftrength  and  nouriihment  to  eternal  life. 

Z  z  2  L^rd^ 
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Ix)ril,  hear  my  cry,  and  hide  not  thy  face  ffom;me1i 
When  ManaiT^h  cried  to  thee,  thou  hadft  refpe£l  toUl 
prayer :  When  the  Nirivites  humbled  themfelves  btfiuc 
thee,  thou  v  ufl  intreated  \  yea,  thou  inviteft  the  moft 
crinifon  and  fcar-et*  coloured  finnersi  to  come  andrea- 
fon  with  thee,  and  nffures  them,  thou  wilt  call  out  none 
that  come.  M  iry  thoufands,  who  have  experienced 
the  truth  of  thy  word,  are,  at  this  hour,  Onging  thy 
praifes,  and  exalting  thy  free  grace.  Lord,  Ao  thoa 
make  me  alfo  a  monument  of  thy  free  grace  to  all  e- 
ternity. 

Ah,  I  may  be  afhamed  to  fpeak  of  mercy  and  gnce, 
who  have  fo  long  abufed  thy  grace,  and  trampled  on 
the  blood  that  fhould  fave  sne.  O  that  I  could  mourn 
and  weep  all  my  life  for  it.  O  what  (hall  I  do  with 
my  Hony  heart,  that  will  not  break  and  melt  for  abaf- 
ing  God's  mercy,  and  trampling  Chrift's  blood !  0 
ihall  I  mourn  and  weep  for  a  dead  corpfe,  or  a  depart- 
ed friend,  and  not  mourn  for  a  dead  heart,  or  for  God's 
departing  from  me  !  Shall  the  dear  Son  of  God  \«ccp, 
fweat,  and  bleed  for  us  ;  and  we  not  weep  for  ourfelres, 
or  for  our  fins  that  pierced  his  head  with  thorns,  his 
hands  with  nails,  and  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  and  his 
heart  with  forrows.  Lord  Jefus,  1  look  to  thee  for  a 
penitent  heart,  feeing  thou  tells  me,  thou  art  exalted 
for  this  very  end,  to  give  repentance  to  Ifraeh 

"  Lord,  wliat  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him?' 
And  \»hat  ?.m  I,  the  unworthieft  of  men,  that  thou 
fliouldft  call  me  to  fit  with  thy  children  at  thy  table, 
who  am  unworthy  as  a  dog  to  creep  under  it ;  yea, 
called  me  to  eat  the  bread  of  angels,  who  am  not  wor- 
thy to  eat  the  bread  of  men.  Amazing  love  !  that 
God  ihould  court  thofe  to  obedience,  whom  he  can  pe- 
remptorily command  to  it  •,  and,  in  cafe  of  difobedience, 
ptmilh  initantly  in  hell  \  that  he  fhould  take  poor  (laves, 
condemned  to  the  prifon  of  hell,  and  make  them  crown- 
ed kings  in  heaven  s  that  lie  fliould  not  only  be  willing 
to  dwell  in  flefh,  but  alfo  to  give  us  his  flcfli  for  our 
food ;  that  he  fhould  not  only  fave  us  from  hell,  butc- 
ven  leave  his  throne  in  heaven,  and  lofe  his  life  ou 
earth,  to  enthrone  us  in  hi^  kingdom !  thefe  arc  pro- 
digies 
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^gles  of  love,  w^ich  fliould  engage  us  to  love  our  Sa- 
viourj  and  mourn  for  fin  while  we  live.  Lord  Jefus, 
pity  a  relenting,  returning  prodigal,  take  him  home, 
and  make  him  thy  fervant  for  ever.  It  is  highly  juft, 
that  I  fhould  offer  up  myfelf  a  living  facrifice  to  my 
Redeemer,  who  offered  up  himfelf  a  dying  Sacrifice  for 
m;  redemption.* 


MEDITATION    XXX. 

From  Song.  i.  4.     We  will  retnember  thy  love 

I  GO,  blcffed  Jefus,  at  thy  call  to  remember  thy  love 
at  thy  holy  table  ;  thy  words  have  an  awful  found  in 
my  cars,  "  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  mc."  I  fee  n)uch 
in  them  :  |In  obedience  to  then  Fll  do  this  in  remem- 
brance of  thy  dwelling  in  flefh  ;  in  memory  of  thy  love 
that  drried  tliee  to  the  manger,  to  tlis  garden,  and  to 
the  crofs  for  me ;  in  memory  of  the  infinite  price  of 
thy  blood  which  thou  didft  fhed  \  in  memory. of  die 
vx£lory  obtained  by  it  over  the  enemies  of  my  foul  \  in 
memory  of  the  deliverance  from  wrath,  and  the  im- 
mortal glory  thou  haft  purchafed  by  it  for  me  :  Tho* 
thou  didft  die  and  ly  iu  the  grave,  yet  thy  love  (hall 
ever  live  in  my  heart.  Glory  to  thee,  thou  art  now  a- 
livc  in  heaven  ;  O  come  and  live  with  me  j  let  never 
thy  love  he  one  moment  out  of  my  view.  I  blefs  thee 
for  this  lading  memorial  of  thy  love. 

I  look  on  this  facrament  as  no  real  or  proper  facri- 
ficCi  as  many  do,  but  only  as  a  reprefentation  or  com- 
memoration of  the  real  f;«crifice  Chrift  oilcred  on  the 
crofs.  I  do  no  more  at  the  Lord's  t^ble,  than  what 
Chrift  did  at  it :  Since  he  offered  no  facrifice  at  the  ta- 
ble, neither  do. I :  He  only  did  commemorate  that  facri- 
fice he  was  gofng  to  offer  ;  and  the  fame,  and  not  more 
do  I.  If  any  (hould  fay  that  Chrifl  ofFcrcd  a  real  fa- 
crifice when  he  inilituted  this  facraiuent,  tl.en  the  ob- 
lation on  the  crofs  would  have  been  fuperfiuous,  be- 

cayfe 
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caufe  finncrs  would  Ii^ve  been  redeemed  by  that  of  tbic 
fujp*:T  vi'i.ich  \Aent  before. 

Now  is  the  time  for  a  folemn  commemoration  of  tby 
lovf:  Oh,  (l.all  I  be  unmindful  cf  thy  love  at  this 
fead,  x^hen  thou  wad  To  mindful  of  me  at  it,  made 
thy  itdamrnt,  put  n.e  in  it,  and  left  me  precious  leg»i 
cies  to  caufe  me  remember  thee ;  fuch  as  life  and 
liu:ht,  pardon  and  peace,  righteoufneb  and  ftrength, 
grace  and  glory.  O  how  heroic,  how  generouis  and 
free  is  thy  love  to  finful  worms  !  we  had  done  no- 
thing to  oblige  thee  ;  notliing  fawed  thou  in  us  to  en- 
gage thy  love  to  us ;  but  much  didd  thou  fee  in  us  to 
inccnfe  thee  againd  us.  When  we  were  without 
ftrength,  ur  godly,  (inners,  and  enemies,  thou  lovedll 
ue,  and  dicdd  for  us.  "  Great  r  love  hath  no  man 
than  this,  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  fi lends  ^"  but  far 
greater  love  hath  God- man,  wlio  laid  down  his  life  for 
his  enemies  !  O  what  diall  I  think  of  ihis  love  !  ic  had 
been  wonderful  love  in  an  angel  to  have  ilooped  to  be 
united  to  a  lump  of  earth,  and  therein  fufFer  for  vsi 
though  it  could  net  have  paid  our  debt.  But,  O  try 
foul,  here  is  one  more  valuable  than  all  the  angels  ill 
heaven,  that  has  docped  to  do  it  I  "  The  word  wag 
made  flefh  and  dwelt  amo::g  up  !  when  I  was  like  Ifaac 
bound  on  the  altar,  he  freeiy  offered  himfelf  tobemadc 
a  facrifice  to  fstisfy  juftice  for  me,  **  Father,  (faid  he,) 
lo  I  come,  to  do  thy  will  I  take  delight  !'* 

Remember  this  love,  O  my  foul,  the  Son  of  God  is 
becorr.e  the  Son  of  man  for  thee,  that  thou  mightcft 
be  raifed  to  the  di^jnity  of  a  fon  cf  God  ?  he  that  was 
infinitely  rich,  for  my  fake  became  pour,  that  I,  a  poor 
naked  creature,  might  become  ricli  and  well  clothed. 
Kow  can  1  Icok  on  the  incarnation  and  birth  ol  n  y 
Redeemer,  and  not  remember  hib  love  with  wonJer  \ 
Can  I  behold  the  manger  his  bed,  and  not  i.dore  the 
love  that  brought  him  to  ly  in  it  I  O  hew  iow  were  the 
circumdances  cf  the  Her  of  heaven,  when  he  came 
to  fojcurn  on  earth  ;  who  h;:d  nciihcr  a  bcutc  to  livC 
in,  nor  an  edate  to  live  upon,  but  mud  be  lublillcd 
by  the  hofpitality  of  OLhers  ;  and  iicquently  his  fare  was 
f  o-y  mean  !    Amazing  prodigy  of  divine  love  !    God 

Itoopi 
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ftoops  to  dwell  in  flefh,  and  gives  us  his  flefli  to  feed 
upon  in  the  facrament !  He  not  only  pardons  our  (ins, 
and  faves  us  from  hell ;  but  leaves  his  throne  in  hea- 
ven, lofes  his  life  on  earth,  and  wades  through  hell» 
to  enthrone  us  in  his  kingdom,  and  make  us  crowned 
kings  for  ever.  Bleffcd  be  the  Lord  that  gives  me  a 
comm  union- fabbath  to  remember  this  love  I  what  (hall 
I  render  to  thee  for  it  ?  A  day  of  glad-tidings  !  thou 
haft  often  on  fuch  a  day  vifited  the  earth,  and  watered 
it,  and  made  it  rich  with  thy  fhowcrs  !  May  thy  grace 
and  Spirit  drop  on  us  this  day,  like  rain  on  the  mown 
grafs« 

Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  touch  the  threfhold'of 
thy  houfe,  and  yet  t!iou  called  me  to  thy  table  !  Not 
worthy  to  (land  among  thy  fervants,  and  yet  thou 
wouldft  have  me  fit  with  my  Redeemer  !  Not  worthy 
to  ly  at  thy  footftool,  and  yet  thou  wouldft  make  my 
heart  thy  thrune  !  Not  worthy  to  eat  the  bread  of  men, 
and  yet  thou  called  me  to  eat  the  bread  of  angels  !  O 
love  worthy  to  be  remembred  to  all  generations  !  Lord 
enlighten  my  eyes,  and  give  me  a  clearer  view  of  thy 
Icv^,  than  ever  I  got ;  and  while  I  am  mufing  on  it,  let 
the  Sre  burn  i  O  m  ike  my  heart  burn  within  me  with 
Icvc  to  him  that  loved  us. 

O  my  foul,  confider  the  greatnefs  of  Chrift*s  love  in 
the  cup  he  drank  for  thee  !  how  legible  is  it  in  his  tears 
and  prayers,  his  groans  and  cries,  his  agony  and  fweat, 
his  wounds  and  blood,  and  all  for  u?.  0  let  this 
matchlefs  Jove  beget  in  me  the  warmeft  love  and  afFec- 
tion  to  him  that  loved  us  !  O  let  the  fire  of  Chrift's  love 
l^urn  up  my  luds  and  worldly  love  like  ftubble ;  and 
remove  the  coldnefs  of  my  heart  to  him  !  O  that  I 
ipould  weep  bitterly  that  I  cannot  bring  this  vile  heart 
of  mine  to  love  the  Lord  Jrfus  rao;e  !  O  (liall  1  throw 
away  my  affeftions  upon  every  worthlefs  pbjefl:,  and 
yet  have  none  for  the  lovelieft  objecl  in  the  whole  crea- 
tion of  God  i  and  yet  one  that  would  needs  die  for  me, 
to  become  my  Ranfom,  Sacrifice  and  Atonement !  Is 
it  the  char  after  of  thofe  who  are  Chtift's  fpoufe  ?  Is 
it  the  character  of  the  whole  army  of  martyrs,  and  of 
9very  believer,  to  love  Chrift^?  and  iball  not  1  love  him 

too? 
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too  ?  O  the  virj[ir.s  love  thee,  thr  upright  love  tlicc; 
?tnl  tvf»y  ^  "^  of  them  cry,  "  O  thou  whom  my  foul 
]rv-rl' ;"  a!.:l  fhali  not  1  j  -in  thefe  chafte  loTen^  Or 
fuail  1  b«-  txi'ufcd  to  t)  e  ttniblefateof  tho'fc  who  want 
love  to  CI  T-j"^  ?  I  Cor  xvi.  22.  "  If  any  man  lore  not 
t'  f!  ii^-r  ■  |(.i'".is  Chrii'K  let  Mm  be  an  anathema,  marana- 
tr  .  •  ()  rhat  1  couid  exprt  fs  my  love  to  him  in  adorSk 
t!(irs  fiiul  pralfcs,  in  ciefiriug  his  piefence,  lovinfr  hii  < 
mtm^^cr  ,  pion>o'ir«)^  his  kingdom  on  earth|  and  long^ 
ir.)!  to  be  with  him  for  ever. 


MEDITATION    XXXI. 

From  Ifa.  liii.  5.     He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgrtjjjwnt* 

HOW  amnzing  is  the  love  of  God  to  fallen  man,  in 
taking  a  body  to  beliierced  and  wounded  for  him  ! — 
l^Iar?  did  caft  off  the  image  of  his  Maker,  and  became 
a  rebel  to  and  run-away  from  God :  and,  behold,  his 
Maker  tnkes  on  him  man's  image  to  reftore  him  again 
to  favour :  yea,  aflumes  our  nature,  when  ac  the  low^" 
eft,  that  fo  he  might  figh,  groan,  grieve,  weep,  forrow, 
fweat,  bleed  and  die  for  undone  man  ;  and  he  did  this, 
to  raife  him  from  his  miferable  ftate,  to  a  happier  con- 
dition than  he  was  in  before  his  fjll.  Kad  not  CJod 
become  man,  we  could  not  have  enjoyed  him  fo  nearly, 
fo  familiarly  as  we  may  do  now.  The  enjoyment  of 
God  as  a  Redeemer,  a  flufband,  a  Brother,  is  another 
manner  of  enjoyment  of  him  than  of  God  as  a  Creator. 
Though  we  ruined  curfelves,  and  fell  under  wrath,  yet 
God,  by  the  incarnation,  has  recovered  us,  and  made  us 
up  far  above  all  we  had  to  lofe.  But  ere  this  be  done, 
he  muft  not  only  be  man,  but  he  muft  be  wounded  for 
and  by  man*s  (ins ;  yea,  wounded  to  death,  and  cruci- 
fied, before  man  could  be  raifed  up  to  live  with  God. 

Many,  yea,  innumerable  were  the  wounds  my  God- 
Redeemer  received  for  me  -,  as,  by  the  thorns  that 
pricked  his  head,  by  the  pincers  that  plucked  his  hair, 
by  the  fccurge  that  tore  and  furrowed  his  back ;  be- 

fides 
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the  irt  Ug  wonodt  made  in  Mt  hands  and  feet  by 
mr  nailt,  and  in  his  fide  hj  the  fpear ;  and  the 
woundi  prcn  his  foul  by  the  carfes  of  the  lav* 
.  all  thefe  wounds  «re  opened  as  fo  many  mouths^ 
i  us  to  flee  into  them  for  fiifety  from  the  fword  o£ 
u    Now  tho&  wounds  were  unfoeakably  painful^ 
ent enomed  by  our  6n%     CnKifyingt  in  itfelf^ 
la  cxceec&m  pdnfid  death}  the  four  big  naiU 
son  the  body  hnng,  |nefced  tht  mod  (inewy  and 
•us  parts  of  the  body,  and  confcquently  moft  fenfi- 
F  pain :  And  hence  the  Romans  exprefled  torment 
word  borrowed  from  the  croft  $  and  make  etuctata 
y  to  torment.     Thus  was  our  innocent  SaTiour 
^ed  on  the  crofs,  crudate  or  tormented^  and  all 
"«  us  from  eternal  torments, 
tonifhing  fight !  The  eternal  Son  of  God,  whom  all 
tigels  worfhip,  wounded  to  death,  hung  by  nails 
ccofs,  tortured  and  racked  for  fereral  hours ;  and 
5  mean  time,  loaded  with  reproach  and  fcom  from 
he  died  for !  Never  fuch  a  fight  as  this !  It  ftruck 
r  in  the  i»holc  creation.    The  fun  hid  its  face,  and 
t  not  behold  it,  the  vail  of  the  temple  rent  in 
I9  the  earth  quaked,  the  rocks  rent,  the  dead  wete 
ds  and  their  graves  opened :    And  even  his  ene-  - 
were  ftruck  with  amazement,  and  made  to  (brinks 
ay,  ^  Truly  this  was  a  righteous  perfon,  this  was 
00  of  God."     O  my  foul,  employ  all  thy  facuU 
all  thy  thoughts,  to  ftudy,  pore,  and  penetrate  into 
iwful  fubjcA,  it  deferves  the  profoundeft^egard 
:lofeft  attention :   Hence  the  great  apoftle  deter- 
d  to  ftudy  and  know  nothing  but  it. 
^s  amazing  tragedy  ought  to  create  in  me  the 
left  abhorrence  of  fin,  the  caufi;  of  it.     Never  can 
ppear  more  ezcee<fing  finful,  and  hateful,  than  in 
vounding  and  crucifying  of  the  Son  of  God.    Our 
greffions  were  the  nails  and  fpear  that  wounded 
sicred  body,  and  the  fword  that  pierced  his  foul. 
€  were  the  Judas  that  betrayed  him,  the  foldiers 
bound  him,  blindfolded  and  mocked  him,  the  Pi- 
that  condemned  him,  the  executioners  that  nailed 
to  the  Gurfed  tree ;   It  was  our  fins  that  put  the 
3j^.  Ill,  3  A  fword 
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1^     A.\  "ise  dercca,  sicci 

zak:^  v^SerscT  asd  ktw&m  he  < 

car  i»C9  .  ^beis  ^irxi^  biai  m  ifae 

^mt^     Let  oi  thifs  turm  G^xr  ^acsexi,  ; 

iercd^  AcS:p:«zs9a  aru=&  cor  &■■»  la  thcB  be  oB 

avi^ricr.  and  d?-a<f  for  eier}  iei  aie  alwaisloikcB 

£n,  thae  crudc^ti  Ckx^  widk 

Krvtr  fach  an  initaacc  of  ^fcc  ftrichicfe  \ 

Gofi'f  jittice,  aiui  of  his  abboncaceof  fioyttknefb 

voukd  ro?  fpare  his  o^va  Son,  vfcen  he  ftoed  in.  tk 

room  cf  £r.r.crf,  ccr  fpare  faim  ooe  ftiipeor  wood^ 

vhcn  he  crieti  ^  hut  let  hiis  bkecd,  aad  dic^  cilLfin  w 

fuiiy  atoned  fcr  !  Caa  I  fee  (his,  and  xioc  cr^^OcnU 

£n  I  Murderer  cf  the  Son  cf  God  ;  away  widl  ic^iaif 

with  !t  i  CTOcify  h,  crocify  it. 

Oh  iry  foul,  fee  t&e  erii  cf  £n  in  the  gfais  cf  Cfariik 
u'oun/is  and  fufferingSy  in  his  bodf  and  loid !  Sajfi  0 
f:n,  what  haft  thoa  done  !  Thou  hail  prorohodtfaeGod 
cf  heaven  to  fiery  indignation !  Tboto  haft  Idlled  ik 
Prince  of  life,  turned  angels  into  devils,  fiUed  the  eirth 
with  troubles,  and  hell  with  precions  fouls  !  If  any 
body  had  killed  my  father,  would  I  embrace  the  mm* 
dercr,  or  love  the  dagger  that  was  befmeared  widi  bif 
blood  ?  But  what  are  all  my  relations  to  my  Lord^  mj 
Unte^  that  nvas  crucified  /  O  that  my  eyes  were  fountains 
of  tearSj  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  my  fins 
that  flsw  my  Saviour  !  Oh,  ftony  heart,  for  (hame,  b^ 
come  now  like  wax,  and  be  melted  in  the  midft  of  my 
bowelb !  Wo's  me  that  I  can  grieve  no  more  for  my  fins. 
I  jet  me,  at  lealt,  revenge  my  Saviour's  death  upon  my 
fmBy  and  fuiler  them  no  longer  to  live  in  me. 

llow  dreudful  mud  the  guilt  of  thofe  be  who  wiliing- 
ly  harbour  (in,  and  delight  in  the  murder  of  ourLordi 
It  is  no  Icfs  than  to  kifs  the  nails,  or  to  hug  the  fpear 
that  pierced  liim%  They  make  that  their .  joy,  whick 
made  Chriit  a  man  of  forrow  !  They  make  light  of  tbt 
which  made  his  foul  heavy  unto  death.  Oh,  have  I 
fccn  my  S.iviour  bleeding  to  death  by  fin,  and  fliall  1  lite 
uny  longer  in  iin  that  wounded  him  :  When  a  temptip 
dvn  to  lia  U  prcfentedi  (hall  i  ever  difpute  any  mor^ 

whether 
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^•In-tlier  Chrift  or  Banbbas  fltaU  be  preferred  r  Mf  lufts 
denied,  or  my  Lord  crucified ;  Whether  tbofe  fins  (hall 
be  farfaken  bv  txit^  that  made  Cbrii^  to  be  forfaken  of 
€tod  I  Whether  that  (hall  be  fweet  to  me,  that  was  fo 
latter  and  deadly  to  him  ?  Oh^-  was  my  loTely  Jefua  a 
man  of  forrdws  all  his  life^  and  fomedmes  made  to  fay, 
^-Mf  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful  ;**  and  (hall  not  I  be 
tonfioTt  and  abhor  thofe  fins  that  caufed  all  his  forrovvs? 
"<:»0  may  the  belteYing  views  of  Chrifl's  wounds  and 
fiiSetingSf  which  he  endured  for  my  fins^  and  to  fave 
WM  ffoni  that  wrath  which  they  de&rved ;  kindle  the 
fire^  of  love  in  tHy  foul  to  Chrift.  Lord,  thou  art  the 
God  that  was  wont  to  anfwer  thy  people  by  fire ;  O  pity 
mtf  and  anfwer  my  meditations  and  prayers,  by  kindling 
tlie  holy  fire  of  love  in  my  heart)  and  let  that  fire  put 
out  the  impure  fire  of  my  lufts  and  corruptions,  and  in- 
finre  me  with  holy  zeal  and  adlivity  in  thy  fervice.  O 
£d  Chrill  freely  give  himfelf  to  be  a  fin-ofFcring  foi  me  ; 
tad  (hall  not  I  give  myfelf  a  thank-offering  to  him  } 
Sorely,  it  is  highly  reafonable  that  I  fibould  offer  up 
myfelf  a  living  facrifice  to  my  Redeemer^,  who  offered 
up. myfelf  a  dying  facrifice  for  my  redemption. 


MEDITATION     XXXIL 

From  John  vl«  5 1.  /  am  the  Iroiag  Bread  thai  cam^  down 
from  heaven :  If  any  man  eat  of  this  breads  heJhaU  //W 
far  eDer. 

CHRIST  cfucified  is  our  Manna,  or  heavenly  bread, 
diat  preferves  the  life  of  the  foul,  and  it  is  only  by  faith 
it  mud  be  received  and  eaten.  Bread  is  a  comprehcn- 
6ve  word,  including  all  things  neccffary  for  this  life  ; 
fe  Chrift,  our  fpiritual  bread,  is  a  moft  comprehenfive 
Ueflingy  including  all  we  want,  feeing  *^  he  is  made  of 
God  to  US)  wifdom,  righteoufnefs^  fandlfication,  and 
reden[>ption.''  .  Again,  bread  is  the  roofbneceifnrry  thing 
for  our  life,  and  the  want  of  it  brings  the  greateft  mi- 
fcry^  fp  Chrift  is  the  moft  neceflary  blefling  to  the 
3  A  a  fouH 
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foul,  and  the  want  of  him  makes  a  man  vuiMhiek 
•tinr.e,  and  through  eternity.  It  is  a  giecater  mifccy  tl 
have  no  Saviour  for  the  foul,  than  to  ha^-  bA  hml 
for  the  body.  Chrift  alone  is  the  bread  diot  ftrefemi 
US  from  foul  f  iminet  and  nouriflieth  ns  to  eteniat-lifes 
he  is  the  bread  of  life,  the  liring  bread.  ^  JLoidt  giie 
us  evermore  this  bread."  .  v 

Dread  is  called  the  tt  .ff  and  ftay  of  man's  Sfei  ft 
Chrift  is  the  (laff  and  ftay  of  our  fpiritoal  iifis»  he  vp- 
holds  our  fouls  in  life.  He  is  the  ftalF  that  faint  aol 
weary  fouls  muft  lean  to,  in  goinf;  up  throogh  tUawik 
'dernefs :  Yea  Chrift,  our  living  bread,  is  a  ftaff  todcb 
fend  usy  and  to  beat  off  our  enemies,  and  to  put  all  the 
hdlifii  hofts  ro  flight.  That  was  a  ftranfte  dream  of 
one  of  the  M'.dianites,  Judg.  rii.  13.  «  Behold  a  cib 
of  barley  bread  came  tumbling  into  the  hoft  of  Midiani 
and  frrote  a  tent."  Strange  !  a  piece  of  bread  to evei^ 
turn  a  tent !  Behold  this  dream  made  good  hi  the  & 
crament.  The  bread  there  which  reprefents  Ghriftp 
when  received  with  faith  upon  him,  will  tumble  into 
the  hoft  of  fatan  and  his  lufts ;  thofe  Midianites  who 
vex  us  with  their  wiles ;  ftrike  down  their  tents,  and  pot 
them  all  to  f]i;)hc. 

Chrift  is  the  bread  that  came  down  from  heaven,  of 
which  the  Ifraelites  manna  that  God  fent  miraculouily 
from  heaven  was  an  emment  type.  That  manna  was 
God's  free  gift  to  the  murmuring  and  rebellious  Ifrael- 
ites, to  prefer ve  them  from  ftarving  in  the  deferts 
where  bread  could  not  be  had  :  This  manna  was  a 
curious  grain,  that  made  fine  bread,  with  which  God 
furnifhed  them  plentifully  every  morning  from  the 
clouds,  fufficiem  to  fati.sfy  (ix  hundred  thoufand  men. 
But  Chrift,  our  fpiritual  Manna,  doth  far  excel  theirs, 
though  he  was  refembled  by  theirs  in  fome  things 
Manna  was  firft  grinded  and  beaten,  and  baken  in 
ovens,  before  it  was  made  bread  for  them  \  and  (b  the 
grain  which  makes  our  ordinary  bread  muft  be  threfli- 
ed,  and  grinded  betwixt  two  milftones,  and  baken  by 
the  force  of  fire  before  we  cat  it :  So  Chrift,  the  An- 
titype, was  threlhed  and  bruifed,  and  gririded  betwixt 
the  miiftoncb  of  divine  juftice  and  our  fins,  and  alfo 
loaftcd  by  the  fire  of  wrath,  that  he  might  be  fit  bread 

for 
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for  faving  the  lives  of  our  fonU,  and  all  this  we  fliould 
^ail  to  mindi  when  we  fee  and  make  ufe  of  the  bread 
.w  the  holy  fupp^<. 

The  Ifraclites  manna  came  down  to  them  with  the 

'-dew \  fo  Chrift,  with  the  benefits  of  his purchafe*  comes 

•'•  to-OB  bf  the  dews  and  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.— 

Their  manna  fell  round  about  their  tents,  and  every 

man  was  free  to  gather  it ;  fo  every  man  is  at  freedom 

.  to  gather  oar  heavenly  Manna.    The  Ifraelites  behov- 

^cdtogoout  of  tlidr  tents  to  gather  tlieirs;  fo  God 

-  wiU  -have  us  go  forth,  and  be  at  pains  to  get  our  fpiri- 

.  taud  food.     God,  who  rained  manna  about  their  tents^ 

dmld  have  rained  it  into  their  mouths ;  but  be  loves 

«ot  to  encourage  floth  in  his  people,  but  would  have 

ihem  at  all  pai^is  to  make  fure  of  Chrift  for  tlieir  por* 

tioil.     As  the  Ifraelites  gathered  daily  ;  fo  we  muft  be 

daily  going  to  Chrid,  and  making  ufe  of  him.     As  they 

gathered  early  in  the  morning ;  fo  God  would  have  us 

&eking  after  Qirift  in  the  mornlag  of  our  lives. 

O  how  far  doth  our  heavenly  Manna  excel  that  of 
die  Ifraelites  !  Theirs  but  fed  the  body^  and  could  not 
preferve  them  from  death  at  lad ;  but  our  Manna  feeds 
the  foul,  and  nourlfhes  to  eternal  lifei  and  prefervesall 
that  eat  of  it  from  eternal  death.  Theirs  fell  not  on 
the  iabbath-day  )  nor  durft  they  go  to  feek  it  on  that 
day  \  but  ours  falls  every  day,  and  double  on  the  fab- 
bath  %  and  therefore  God  calls  us  to  double  our  dili- 
genccv  in  gathering  it  on  the  fabbath.  Their  manna 
continued  only  in  the  wilderaefs,  and  ceafed  when  they 
came  to  Canaan ;  but  ours  continueth  for  ever,  and  our 
fuUeft  enjoyment  of  it  is  in  the  heavenly  Canaan; 
therefore  all  the  true  Ifraelites  long  to  be  there. 

O  how  lamentable  is  their  fbllyi  who  fpend  all  their 
time  and  thoughts  in  fceking  bread  to  their  bodies,  and 
arc  carelefs  and  indifferent  about  the  bread  of  life  to 
their  (buls  !  All  their  care  is  to  fupport  the  clay  boufe, 
but  let  the  foul  ftarve  that  inhabits  it.  Oh,  it  is  but 
ihof  t*  time  they  can  enjoy  the  bread  they  are  fo  con- 
cerned for  ;  the  bodies  they  mind  fo  much,  mud  foon 
be  meat  foor  wormsj  and-tlie  fouls  they  negle^^  a  prey 
for  devils! 

But, 
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Boty  ivhatfTrr  others  do,  may  I  be  vriie  Co  proiide 
the  livin)^  brear'  for  my  foal,  anH  learn  to  eat  itj  nA 
irake  ufe  of  it  by  faith,  2Xi^  efpe ctaUy  when  I  go  tn  die 
Lord's  table  :  for  without  faith  we  can  get  no  iioimlb-' 
metit,  no  life,  nor  (Irengtb  from  thi«  hearenly  breads 
Faith  is  the  mouth  that  eats  the  bread  of  life,  and  fm^ 
honey  oat  of  this  Rock.     Now,  the  Spirit  of  God  cilk 
faith  or  believing,  an  eating,  becaufc  by  it  we  tsfte  the 
fweetnrfs  and  excellency  of  Chrift,  and  hare  gveat  Grtii' 
faf^fon  in  partaking  of  Chrift  and  his  benefits.     At  by 
nting,  our  bodies  increafe  in  ftrength  and  ftaCure}  fir 
by  bclievin;^,  our  fonis  grow  in  grace  and^fpiritoal 
(trcngth,  to  run  in  God's  ways.     As  by  eating,  tile 
bread  incorporates  and  becomes  one  with  ua  ^  lb,  by 
nur  receiving  and  applying  Chrift's  broken  body  iiy 
f-iith,  he  is  made  one  with  us,  and  we  one  ^th  oimi 
As  hy  eating  bread,  men  live  upon  it,  and  get  fupport 
and  ilrcngth  for  working  or  journeying  -y  fo  belierers, 
by  locking  to,  and  truiting  wholly  in  the  righteoufoeis 
ot  Chrift,  and  the  merit  of  his  blood,  they  feed  and  re- 
ceive fplr'tnal  nouriQimcnt,  and  ftrength  for  their  work 
and  warfare,  and  fo  make  progrefs  in  their  journey  to 
Canaan, 

0  that  I  h^d  a  fpir.tual  hunger  and  ftiarp  appetite  for 
this  bread  of  life,  and  were  deGring  and  longing  for  it, 
for  the  fupport  and  nouriftiment  of  my  foul,  more  than 
a  hungry  man  doth  for  bread  to  his  body.  A  hungry 
man,  periniing  for  want  of  bre^d,  wovsld  prefer  a  piece 
of  broad  before  many  bags  of  gold,  if  both  were  fet  be- 
fore him,  and  he  ?llowed  to  make  his  choice ;  fo  the  a- 
wakcned  foul,  that  fees  his  need  of  Chrift,  prefers  him 
to  a  whole  world  j  give  him  never  fo  much  of  the 
world's  comforts,  he  >.  ftill  difliitisfied  without  Chrift, 
and  fiiys,  What  will  all  thefe  things  avail  me,  if  my 
ftarving  foul  perilh  without  Chrift  the  bread  of  life  ? 

1  have  many  arguments  to  plead  with  God  for  this 
bread :  Lord,  do  not  thy  free  calls  and  promifes  bind 
thee  to  give  it  mc '  Thou  haft  faid,  "  The  needy 
flrall  not  be  forgotten."  Is  not  Chrift,  the  bread  from 
heaven,  the  free  gift  of  God  to  perifliing  fouls  ?  And 
doft  not  thou  invite  thofe  to  come  and  eat  of  it,  that 

have 
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\xKft  no  money  or  price  to  give  fof  it  I  Lord,  thou 
faadft  compafiion  upon  the  bodies  of  men"*  when  they 
had  no  bread  'to  eat,  and  didfl:  proTide  bread  for  fire 
thoufand  of  them  by  a  miracle ;  and  ba(l  thou  noC  as 
much  compaiSon  to  (tarring  fouls,  that  are  more  pre^ 
ciouB  ^  Lord,  thou  giveft  natural  afftdtiona  to  eaithly 
parents^^and  makeft  them  pitiful  to  their  children,  when 
they  cry-  for  bread,  fo  that  they  cannot  (hat  up  the3r 
bowels  againft  them  when  hungry,  nor  will  they  give 
them  a  ftone  inftead  of  bread*  And  will  my  heavenly 
Father,  who  is  infinitely  more  compaflionate  than  the 
moft  tender  parents,  refufe  the  bread  of  life  to  ftarving 
ibais  who  cry  earneftly  for  it  ?  Lord,  I  truft  in  thy 
nwrcy,  and  depend  on  thy  promife,  I  believe  thou  wilt 
liot  let  a  poor  hungry  beggar  iiarve  and  fall  down  at 
thy  door,  when  there  is  bread  enough  in  thy  houfe,  and 
to  fpare.  O  caufe  me  fiog  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  ziii. 
5^  *  -*'  But  1  have  trufted  in  thy  mercyy  my  bearc  (hall 
rejoice  in  thy  laivation.'' 
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ADVICE    I. 

Fnm  Gea.  tiL  z.     Cstme  ibn  €9d mii  Aime  im^,m0$  fk 


AS  Ged  in  his  mercy  called  Koah  to  oome  i 

xrk  prq»red  for  him  acd  his  houfiioldv  to  Ikvc  I 
croTKtiing  in  the  greet  de!u?e  ;  fo  God  by  the  f[oljpci 
csilis  yoU|  O  m^n,  to  come  ir.to  the  Ark«  Chrift  cnd- 
fiedi  wLich  he  h«:h  provided  for  perifiung  finiiers  to 
fivt  them  fro.T.  the  dciuee  cf  \iTadi  that  is  coming. 
Gcd  hath  loxi^  for sv-amed  you  of  it ;  nay,  the  flood  is 
hepnning  to  rife,  it  is  tirr.e  for  thee  to  flee  to  this  Ark; 
believe  it,  there  is  ro  orhcr  wsy  for  thy  fafety.  The 
zrk  of  thy  prayers,  or  of  thy  tears,  cocviciions»  or  re- 
formations, vi'iii  not  fare  tliee  from  it;  nothing  will  do 
it  but  the  Ark  Chrift. 

As  all  who  were  cut  of  Noah's  ark  perilhed  in  the 
flood  5  fo  wiil  all  periih  who  are  out  of  Chrift.  Tiiofc 
of  the  old  world,  wl»o  only  can^.e  near  to  the  ark,  or 
touched  the  outfidc  ( f  it,  they  perillied  if  they  did  not 
enter  into  it  •,  fo  in  like  manner  will  thofe  prrifh,  who 
only  come  near  Chrift  by  an  cut  ward  profcflian,  and 
aie  not  found  in  him  by  a  true  f  lith. 

As  the  ark  gave  a  good  account  of  all  that  entered 
into  it,  not  one  of  them  was  loft  in  the  flood  \  fo  will 
Chriit  give  a  good  account  at  the  laft  day  of  all  that 
fly  to  him  by  faith :  None  (hall  pluck  them  out  of  hit 
hand;  not  cue  cf  them  (hail  pehih  ia  the  deluge  of 

wratb; 
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#raeli ;  Chrift  will  prefdnt  them  all  fafe  to  his  Father» 
<*  Schold  here  am  I^  and  the  children  thoii  haft  given 
me*** 

As  Noah's  aric  was  acceffible,  and  had  a  door  In  it 
lor  people  to  enter ;  fo  in  a  crucified  Jefus  there  is  a 
door  of  acceCs  opened,  even  a  door  of  faithy  where- 
by poor  finners  of  the  Gentiles  may  have  accefs  to 
C3ittft»  and  to  God  in  him,  Adis  ziv.  1 7.  As  Paul 
md  Barnabas  rehearfed  it  as  glad  tidings  to  the 
diurch»  ihat  *<  God  had  opened  a  door  of  faith  un« 
10  the  Gentiles )"  fo  we  Gentile  (inners  (hould  gladly 
receive  the  news.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheflj  for  o« 
Mning  this  door  of  faithj  and  keeping  it  ftill  open  to 
Mnrifhing  (inners* 

^OBiey  then»  O  Gentile  (inner,  enter  in  by  this  door 
:o  the  Ark|  and  lodge  thy  foul  within  it,  that  thou  mayit 
)c  fafe  from  the  flood  of  wrath  that  is  coming  upon 
he  ongodly  world.  God  forbid  you  be  found  hover* 
og^  without  the  Ark,  until  the  flood  come  and  wa(h 
foU'Otf 'from  the  very  fides  of  it«  O  how  difmal  and 
tutring  will  the  bought  be  to  you  through  all  eternity, 
hat'^you  was  fon^af  Chrift,  and  within  a  ftep  of  the 
ftvk,  and  fometimes  touching  it,  and  yet  never  entered 
t !  ^How.fad  will  it  be  to  perifii,like  the  thief  upon  the 
irofs,  with  a  Saviour  at  your  fide  !  and  to  fink  into 
itfU  betwixt  the  arms  of  mercy  ftretched  forth  to  (ave 
^ou  !  Now,  poor  foul,  the  Ark  is  near  you,  flee  to  it 
Krithfpeed;  behold,  for  your  encouragement,  there  is 
I  window  opened  in  the  fide  of  the  Ark,  and  mercy'a 
iand  is  put  forth  to  take  in  (helterlefs  doves  who  come 
^o  it.  Now  is  the  time  to  beftir  yourfelf,  to  come  into 
'he.  Ark  without  delay,  and  fo  prevent  your  periihing 
n  the  flood  for  ever. 

^.  What  (hall  I  do  to  get  into  the  Ark ;  to  wit,  a 
rrucified  Jefus  i 

A.  I.  Be  like  Noah's  dove  which  he  fent  forth,  fee 
that  you  find  no  reft  for  the  fole  of  your  foot  any  where 
elfe ;  turn  your  back  upon  all  other  arks  of  mens  de* 
vifing,  they  are  all  infufficient  to  fave  you  from  the 
Bood  :  Make  not  an  ark  of  the  abfolute  mercy  of  God 
out  of  Chrift,  feeing  he  declares  a  crucified  Jefus  to  be 
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the  only  channel  of  his  mercy.  Make  not  an  ai k  of 
church  privileg:c8,  as  your  good  education»  admiffiDn 
to  fealing  ordinancesi  &c.  for  the  ark  did  not  fave  Shi> 
loh,  nor  the  altar's  horns  fave  Joab,  nor  the  temple  ^te 
Jerufalem.  Make  not  an  ark  of  your  gifta,  kaowkdgei 
prayers,  dutiesi  moral  honefty,  or  felf- rif^htjcoufncfi ; 
for  the  flood,  when  it  comeS}  will  dafli  all  duefe  m 
pieces.  Suppofc  thofe  of  the  old  world  had  baUt  0- 
ther  fliips  as  like  the  ark  as  poffiblci  or  had-  fled  to 
high  towers  of  their  own  contrivingi  the  4e.luge  wonld 
have  dedroyed  them  all ;  there  was  no.  fafety  zpr  them 
but  in  Konh's  ark  alone.  So  whatever  arks  youdenfe 
to  fave  you  from  wrath,  if  a  crucified  Chrift^  the  Aik 
of  God^s  building,  be  flighted,  the  flood  wiilfweep  a^ 
way  all  your  own  arks»  as  the  r^ugt  qf  liu^  lia.  zxfiiL 

2.  Labour  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  your  mi- 
fery  while  out  of  the  Ark ;  and,  in  a  deep  fenfe  of 
your  neceffity  of  getting  into  it,  break  prefently  Ofcr 
all  the  bars  and  hinderances  which  the  devil  cafis  in 
your  way  to  flop  your  entry  into  the  Ark  }  as  unbelief, 
£nful  pleafures,  worldly  cares,  prefumptuoys  hqpes, 
carnal  company,  divcrfions,  &c.  break  refolutely  thio* 
all  thefe  to  the  Ark,  as  David's  three  mighty  men 
brake  through  the  boil  of  the  Philiftines  to  the  well  of 
Bethlehem  \  furely  your  arguments  for  doing  it  are 
far  ftronger  than  theirs. 

3.  Approve  heartily  the  whole  contrivance  of  God's 
Ark  in  all  its  rooms  and  ftories  :  Approve  Chrift  cru- 
cified in  his  Ferfon,  nature,  offices  and  relations;  in 
his  dates  of  humiliation  and  exaltation  :  Accept  of 
him  "in  them  all,  fubfcribe  to  the  whole  new-covenant- 
fcheme,  as  a  device  worthy  of  God,  and  of  infinite 
wifdom  ;  confent  to  the  great  end  and  defign  of  it  j 
namely,  that/r^'  be  debafed,  and  free  grace  eternally 
magnified. 

4.  Be  frequently  eflaying  faith's  flight  unto  the  Aik» 
and  to  the  window  in  the  fide  of  it ;  make  earnclt 
mints  like  Noah's  reftlefs  dove,  to  get  in  ;  fay  oft  like 
David,  PfaL  Iv.  6.  **  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove, 
for  then  I  would  fly  away  and  be  at  reft."     I  would 

haften 
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lu^en  my  efcape  from  the  flood,  and  lodge  my^foul  this 
minute  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Ark.  Believing  is 
il  Work  vou  (hould  he  often  eflkyirrg,  and  though  you 
cannot  believe  with  faviiig  failh,  yet  believe  as  you 
can,  lookhig'to  God  for  more  (Irength.  You  cannot 
firavi  pratfe,  or  f««ndily  the  fabSath  aright,  yet  yOu  aim 
at  Weie  duties  as  you  can  s  io,  in  like  manner,  make 
hoiteft  mints  at  believing  and  flying  to  Chrift ;  and  aim 
sn  his  ftrength,  to  apply  his  blood,  every  man  to  his 
'Own  fbtti  in  particular,  by  an  appropriating  faith  (cor- 
'refpondingto  the  free  gofpel  offer)  and  taking  home  the 
'  niuiedy  as*  his  owfi }  depninding  ftill  upon  the  Spirit's 
grace,  who  will  not  f&il  thofe  -who  truft  in  him,  but 
aifift  them  in  making  faving  application. 

5;  Be  willing  to  part  with  every  thing  that  would 
compete  with  God's  ark,  however  fpecious  or  plaufiblc 
a  (hew  it  may  have.  Renounce  the  old  covenant,  and 
all  lurking  places  about  mouni  Sinai,  for  in  none  of 
thefe  you  can  find  fafety.  Abhor  your  own  righteouf- 
hefs  for  an  Ark,  whatever  fliape  it  appear  in  \  and  em- 
brace him  alone  for  it,  who  is  *'  the  Lord  our  righ- 
teoufncfs^  His 'righteoufnefs  only  is  fpotlefsi  perfo£t 
and  law- biding. 

6.  Make  a  furrender  of  yourfelf,  and  all  you  have, 
to  Jefus  Chriit,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  him  as  he  pleafeth : 
Be  willing  to  fuffer  the  lofs  of  all  things  for  him  ;  yea, 
count  all  things  lofs  and  dung,  that  you  may  unn  to 
the  Arkj  and  be  found  therein  when  the  flood  Com- 
eth. 
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ADVICE    n. 

t'roin  Rev.  iii.  20.    BeboU  IJtanJai  tbt  Apr  mui .  ImbA 

LOST  finner,  I  bring  you  ^ood  tidings  |.  tlie  ttsnul 
Son  of  God  hath  undertaken  a  long  journeyi  ^A  co- 
dured  great  fufFeringi  to  purchatie  falvation  for-  diee  ! 
A  dear  purchafe  it  is,  dear  hath  it  coft  him  to  obtain 
It !  and  now  he  hath  brought  it  the  length  of  thj  door, 
and  there,  O  man,  Chrift  ia  ftandingi  knocking,  and 
fayingi  **  This  day  falvation  is  come  to  thie  dooft''  o» 
pen  and  take  it  in.  Now,  can  you  refufe^  O  finner,  to 
take  in  Chrift's  purchafed  falvation,  whea  Chrift  hath 
come  with  it  to  thy  very  door,  even  the  door  of  (bf 
heart.  Behold  he  ftanda  at  it,  and  knocks  for  eih 
trance  !  Open,  open,  &c. 

The  arguments  for  your  opening  are  ftroog  aaJ 
inany : 

I.  Confider  at  whofe  door  Chrift  doth  ftand,  even 
at  the  door  of  a  creature  infinitely  below  him.  Oh !  it 
is  a  beggar's  door,  that  hath  nothing  to  entertain  Chrift 
with  when  he  enters  !  yet  faith  he,  Open  to  me,  and 
I  will  bring  in  proviGon  with  me,  and  make  thee  i 
rich  feaft.  It  is  at  the  door  of  a  poor  Lazarus,  that 
is  all  full  of  ulcers  and  fores ;  yet,  faith  Chrift,  Opes, 
and  I  will  bring  In  the  balm  of  Gilead,  a  plaifter  of  taj 
blood  for  healing  all  your  fores,  and^  for  as  coftly  as  it 
is,  it  (hall  coft  you  nothing.  It  is  even  at  the  door 
of  an  enemy,  a  mortal  enemy,  that  Chrift  ftands ;  you 
have  fpoke  ill  of  him,  thought  ill  of  him,  and  done  ill 
to  him  ;  you  have  affronted  him,  wounded  him,  and 
lodged  his  traitors  and  murderers  ;  yet,  faith  Chrift, 
Open,  and  hearken  to  the  offers  and  terms  of  reconci- 
liation which  I  have  purchafed  for  you  with  my  blood ; 
they  are  moft  furpriGng  and  fafe,  eafy  and  honourable. 
— It  is  at  the  door  of  fatan's  flaves  that  Chrift  ftands, 
thofe  who  have  been  long  drudging  at  his  work  and 
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ISeoding  upoft  his  Kufkfl ;  f et,  fakh  Chrift,  open  to  me, 
and  I  will  fct  you  at  liberty,  and  make  you  God's  free- 
men and  cbtidfen.  Why  ihcu  will  you  not  open  ani 
jpoceive  him  joyfuUy  ?  O  finner,  (land  atnazcd  at 
Cbfift's  condefcending  goodncfs^  in  (landing  at  the 
door  df  fuch  a  fmoaky- cottage,  fo  ill  fw^pt»,  and  out  of 
order  f  Good  rcafon  have  you  to  cry  out,  ^^  Lord,  I 
am  tint  worthy  thou  {honldft  com«  undtr  my  roof." 
But  feeing  thou  hunlhfeft  thyftlf  Co  tifit  the  unworthy 
in  fbck  a  manner,  eome  in,  and  but  fpeak  thei  word, 
liM  the  houfe  ftiall  be  clcanfed,  difcafrs  healed,  gric- 
TancoB  rcdreflTcd,  and  the  foul  made  happy.  It  13  high- 
jy  your  intcrcft  then  to  open  the  door,  and  wdcomc  in 
y6ur  Sariour,  who  ftands  and  knocks  for  accefs. 
'  a*  Again,  confidet  who  it  is  that  ftands  at  your  door : 
it  is  «hrcn  the  King  of  glory,  a  King  of  infinite  power 
«nd  fiiajefty  !  And  will  you  not  lift  up  the  gates  of 
yettr  foult  to  this  King  ?  Were  it  but  an  earthly  king 
that  knocked  at  your  door,  you  would  foon  open  and 
foceire  him  %  yea,  count  it  a  great  honour  that  you  had 
fuch  a  perfon  in  your  houfe.  But  what  are  clay  kings 
to  the  *'  Kmg  of  glory  ?  To  the  Prince  of  the  kings 
of  fhe  earths  To  our  great  Immanuel,  the  glorious 
I'lant  of  renown,  the  Head  of  the  elcft  world  V*  Who 
then  would  not  caft  the  jates  wide  open  to  fuch  a  glo- 
rbos  King  ?  Again,  he  is  **  the  everlafting  Father,** 
find  the  Father  of  all  believers,  that  ftands  and  knocks! 
A  Father  full  of  pity,  that  follows  after  his  prodigal 
children,  and  invites  them  to  return  to  him  I  And  will 
not  a  child  open  the  door  to  his  father  I  Can  you  find 
in  your  heart  to  keep  your  compaffionatc  Father  ftand- 
ing  at  your  door  ?  Nay,  further,  h  is  your  Hu(band 
that  knocks,  a  loving  Hufband,  that  hath  fafferfcd  much 
for  yoiir  caufe  :  And  will  not  an  afFeftionatc  fpoufc 
©pen  and  let  in  her  huftand  ?  Moreover,  it  is  your 
Phyfician  that  knocks,  who  brings  healing  medicines 
for  all  ybtir  difeafes,  by  which  he  hath  cured  many 
tboufands  before  now  !  And  will  not  a  fick  and  dying 
man  let  in  fuch  a  Phyfician  ?  Open,  O  (inner,  why 
will  you  die  ? 

III.  Confider 
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TIT.  ConHcter  Chrift's  patience  and  long  fufltring  at 
your  door ;  he  doth  not  knock  and  then  go  awajr  as  00c 
ivvi-fF.rent  whether  you  open  or  not ;  no,  Be  koockl 
and  fl^tnds  (liil ;  he  (lands  nnd  knocks  again,  and  that 
aftfr  x^-WiV  r^pulles  !  No  heggar,  wantirig  an  alnu^ 
wnnid  flapd  fc:  lopjj  at  cur  doors,  as  Chrift  ftands  at  a 
h^*ggv*iV.  ilrcr,  not  fcekiii^-.  to  take  from  him,  but  want- 
ii;^  to  give  urito  ).;i>i.  O  wonder  at  his  gbodnefs  and 
lorjr  p  tience  !  B^-hold.  he  that  hith  a  throne  of  glory 
t(-  iW  o!',  and  ten  tVoufand  times  ten  thoufand  to  dov 
bcfoii  him,  h  willing,  O  (inner,  to  (land  at  tliy  door! 
Yrs,  he  ftand?>  whiift  thou  doft  ly  in  the  bolbm  of  thy 
I'jitb.  Hr.  (lands  withoutj  whild  his  enemies  are  let  iOi 
at^d  allowed  to  po(rers  the  bed  feats  !  He  ftands  at  the 
dcoi  while  fitan  is  let  in,  and  gets  the  eafy  chair  !  0 
wonderful  patience  !  that  Chrift,  after  fo  many  afiironti 
and  repulfes,  and  after  feeing  enemies  preferred  before 
him,  f]]culd  continue  to  (land  at  your  door  and  knock! 
But,  O  finner,  do  not  try  his  patience  too  much|  nor 
provoke  him  too  long ;  for,  obferve  the  text,  he  now 
(lands,  he  is  on  his  feet  ready  to  go  away  ;  the  knock 
w  ill  be  given  that  will  prove  the  laft,  and  thou  knoweft 
not  but  the  prefent  knock  may  be  it ;  do  not  the  delay 
to  open  one  moment  longer. 

IV.  Confider  Chrift's  earncji  deftre  to  be  let  into  youf 
heart ;  he  not  only  (lands  at  the  door,  but  he  knocks ; 

Jea,  knocks  loud,  and  knocks  often,  to  convince  you  of 
is  earneftnefs.  Many  a  loud  knock  doth  he  give,  bf 
his  calls  and  invitations  in  his  word,  *^  Come  unto  me, 
^— open  unto  me, — look  unto  me."  Many  a  knock  gives 
he  by  his  promifes  to  you,  "  I  will  come  in,— -1  will 
fup  with  you,— 1  will  eafe  you, — heal  you,— enlighten 
you, — manifeft  myfelf  to  you,**  &c.  Many  a  knock 
gives  he  by  his  threatenings  of  \\Tath  and  vengeance  a^ 
gainfl  thoie  who  (hut  their  doors  again(l4iim.  Manf 
a  knock  gives  he  by  your  own  confcience,  and  by  hn 
own  Spirit  raifmg  convi£lions,  inclinations,  defires  and 
purpofes,  within  your  heart  to  bring  you  to  a  Savioor. 
And  many  a  rap  and  knock  doth  he  give  at  your  door 
on  facramental  occafions.  Then  it  is  he  knocks  aloud 
with  his  nailed  hands  and  pierced  feet,  and  ftands  at 
'  your 
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your  door  with  his  wounds  open,  his  bjood  dreaming, 
and  his  garments  dyed  with  blood  :  and  all  this  to  (how 
his  earneftnefs  to  be  let  into  your  heart.  Open  then 
to  Chrift,  O  finner,  while  he  is  knocking,  be  aifured  he 
will  not  knock  always,  this  may  poflibly  be  the  ]a(i  day 
Ipf  the  Spirit^s  knocks  and  drivings  with  thee  ;  fo  that, 
if  you  refufe  to  open  at  this  prefent  knock,  God  may 
ftrike  you  dead  and  fenfelefs  alt  your  life,  clap  a  feal  on 
the  door  that  it  (hall  never  open  ^  you  may  hear  mini- 
fiers  knock  after  this,  but  never  hear  God*s  Spirit 
knock  again ;  and  **  wo  untQ  you  if  he  depart  froip 
you.*  Kemember,  O  man,  for  as  many  knocks  God 
gives  at  your  door,  he  keeps  an  exadl  account  of  theoi 
allj  and  will  reckon  them  all  up  to  you  at  the  judg- 
ment-feat*  And  can  you  think  he  will  open  heatven 
to  you  then,  who  will  not  open  your  heart  to  him  now  ! 
No,  no ;  his  ear  will  be  as  deaf  to  you  hereafter,  m 
yours  is  to  him  now.  Read  and  believe  that  terriblo 
wordj^  Prov.  i.  24.  &c« 


ADVICE     III. 

From  Rev.  iii.  20.     If  any  man  bear  my  voice,  and  open 
the  dooTy  I  wili  come  in  and /up  with  him. 

GREAT  and  precious  are  the  promifes  which 
Chrift  makes  to  them  who  hearken  tohi»  voice  in  the 
gofpel-offers,  and  open  their  hearts  to  receive  him  as 
iofiiered  to  them  in  all  his  oi&ces  ;  i  will  conf^e  in,  and 
bring  all  ihe  benefits  of  my  pur  chafe  with  n^e,  to  enter- 
tain and  fead  that  foul,  even  pardon^^  peace,  light,  life, 
grace  and  glory* 

I.  Obferve  the  duty  called  for,  is  to  hear  Chrid's 
voice  and  open  the  door  to  him  -,  that  is,  to  accep:  -and 
embrace  the  free  gofpel-offers,  and  heartily  taacq  liefce 
in  the  gofpeUmethod  of  ft  .(inner'a  reconciliation  aad 
fan&ification  through  the  righteoufnefs  ot  oai  glorious 
Immanueii  and  willingly  receive  and  fubmit  to  him  ;s 
our  Prophet,  Pried  and  King,  Wlut  is  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  but  Chrift's  charming  voice  calling  loil 
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f  nr<rrs  \orr.t  to  h'rrr.ftlf  r  WInt  k  k,  b«t  OiRft'sM. 
I-'.wirg  them  wich  :r.T:tatioRs  ac4  iDircties  lo  come  to 
hin:  and  lire  ?  Thli  is  Cbriffs  voice  wUefa  lie  woMJil 
have  fr.ricrs  to  I.nr,  ccfyic  and  lire  ;  thoog^  they^B- 

r:7a:!r  refute  to  do  it !  O  what  coodeir.ncd  nakfaApr 
vcu:d  r-  fuff  to  he2r  the  voice  of  hb  foveragn  eflerin^ 
hivr.  his  life,  as  cordemned  CnneT&  do  i  Jdm  v.  no, 
"  Ye  viil  not  come  to  me  that  yc  mighc  lisre  Sfe/ 
Yet  behold,  after  rr.any  lefuf^ls,  he  felk>w8  hiftoflsif ' 
uith  ari^uments,  ftion;;  arguments  to  preraH  wifh do- 
ners, £nd  after  tiie  greaceft  obiiin^cy  he  is  lodttofaredL 
off  his  treaty  with  them,  Hof.  xi.  8.  "  How  fluU  Ighe 
thxe  up,  Ephrami  r — Why  wi!l  ye  die  ?*  WImI  t^Sm 
can  you  give  *'  for  rtfuHng  lift:  r  or  for  choofii^  dodv?* 

IL  Obferve  v.  ho  it  is  that  Chrtfl  catls  to  hear  Ui 
voice,  and  open  their  deore  to  hitn  :  It  is  not  thtt'or  th^ 
man  only,  cr  any  particuLir  fort  of  men,  it  is  any  ma»^ 
every  man  thsit  f:ts  under  the  gofpel.  '*  if  any  man  viB 
hear  my  voice  ^nd  open  the  cioor,  (faith  Chftft)  I  will 
ccme  in."  '*  If  any  man  will  open,  (be  he  old  man 
cr  young  mar.  j  I  will  come  in."  If  the  grealeft iimicri 
ti;e  mxll  crimfon- coloured  finner,  will  open,  I  will  come 
in.  "  Any  man,''  if  the  fwearcr  will  open,  if  the  (ab* 
bath-break'rr,  if  the  murderer,  if  the  drunkard,  if  the 
unclean,  if  the  thief,  if  the  cheat,  if  the  liar,  if  the 
mocker,  if  tlie  prayer!  cfs  mi  an,  if  the  man  that  hates 
God  and  godlinefe,  wiil  open  to  me,  **  I  will  come  in 
f.nd  fup  with  him."  O  what  encouragement  doth  this 
word,  "  If  any  man,"  give  to  every  (inner  to  flee  to 
Chrill  ?  If  any  m.an,  whoever  he  be,  whatever  he  hath 
clone,  if  he  \vi;i  welconje  me,  receive  me  in  the  gofpel- 
oilers,  I  will  come  in  to  him. 

111.  Obferve,  Chrift  requires  finners  to  open  the 
door  that  he  may  come  in,  to  teach  them  \  however 
unable  they  be,  this  is  tlicir  duty ;  they  mufl:  mint,  and 
ufe  all  means  to  do  it,  and  lock  up  to  him  for  ilrength. 
He  will  have  the  fmncr's  confent,  and  the  foul  made 
willing  to  receive  him.  O  then  caft  open  the  door, 
tjpen  it  wide,  receive  Chrift  wholly,  receive  him  witb- 
('Ut  refcrve,  open  before  him  the  *•  the  two-leaved  gates," 
ii(  t  the  wicket,  or  one  leaf  cnly,  but  both  leaves  of  the 
door.    Let  Chrift  have  the  full  and  free  coofent  of  the 

foulj 
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fcml,  an  abandant  entrance  into  it.  There  are  fome  re-i 
fehring  to  open  the  door  to  Chrift^  others  perhaps  are 
faMinning  to  dpen  it :  O  let  them  not  halt  in  doin^it. 
^SHth  fottie  thfe  door  is  half  open,  and  there  they  nop. 
Tfc(cy  -ate  akncft,  but  not  a!t6gether  Chriftians.  O  al- 
moft  Chriftian^  vhy  do  you  halt  ?  Why  would  you  lofe 
aU'tfie^ins  you  have  been  at  ?  A  Itttlc  more  would 
caft  the  door  wide  open^  and  make  you  an  altogether 
Ckriftkn.  Go  then  a  little  further,  O  fmntr^  to  fare 
yottffihil.  Open  toChrift  ail  the  powers  and  faculties 
of  yovir  foul.  Open  to  him  fully  here,  as  you  would 
have  bim  to  open  freely  to  you  hereafter.  Oh^  what 
m«an  you  ro  open  to  Chrift  by  halves  ?  Alas,  the  half 
open  doibr  will  be  ready  to  go  to  again,  and  if  fo,  it  may 
ne^r  c^n  for  the  future^  'Let  it  be  your  concern  then 
to  gO'a  little  further  than  the  almoft  Ghriftiah,  and  reft 
not  in^  fair  beginnings. 

IV-*  ObfiWve,  how  great-  the  advantage  is  of  opening 
the  door  to  Cbrift:  Why  ?  I  will  Come  into  the  houfe, 
faith  bci  tven  the  friend  of'  Tinners,  the  King  of  glory 
will  come  in,  the  belt  gueft  that  ever  came  into  a  poor 
man's  hoUfe  :  How  honourable,  how  profitable,  now* 
hapf)y  and  bleffed,  mud  fuch  a  vifit  be  !  ^-  For  what 
end  will  Chrift  come  in  ?  j4.  He  will  come  in  to  en- 
lighten the  hoiife  ;  for  the  foul  is  a  dark  dungeon  while 
Chrift  is  (hut  out :  He  will  come  in  to  adorn  and  en- 
rich the  foul  with  the  ornaments  and  treafures  of  his 
grace :  He  will  come  in  to  reign  in  the  foul,  and  puU 
down  the  tyrant  that  hath  long  oppreft  you :  As  in  the 
text,  be^ili  come  in  and  fup  with  you,  and  caufe  you 
to  iup  with  him :  And,  becaufe  you  have  no  fitting 
provifion  in  the  houfe,  he  will  bring  it  with  him.-  And 
O  how  rafe  are  Chrift's  dainties,  his  hidden  manna,  the 
fruits  of  the  tree  of  life,  the  grapes  of  Canaan,  the  bread 
that  comes  down  from  heaven  I  How  excellent  is  the 
water  of  life  I  One  drop  of  it  would  be  an  everiafting 
fpriog  in  thy  foul,  that  would  keep,  thee  from  thirfting 
aiftcr  the  creature  any  more.  What  a  rich  feaft  ar€ 
the  graces  of  the  Spirit  quickened  to  a  lively  exercife  i 
What  a  bleft  feaft  is  pardon  of  fin^  peace  with  juftice. 

Vol.  HI.  3  C  peac^. 
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peace  with  the  law,  an  intereft  in  Chrift'ii  {mrchafei  111^ 
timations  of  Chrift's  lovei  gofpel-promifes  appUed,  com- 
munion  with  God^  views  of  eternal  life^  weU  grounded 
hopes  of  immortal  glory !  &c.  O  how  precious  and 
delicate  are  thofe  gofpel- rarities  which  are  fet  before 
you  on  the  communion-table,  and  freely  tendered  to 
every  one  that  opens  the  door  to  Chrift  !  Who  would 
not  welcome  fuch  a  Gueft  that  brings  fach  glorious 
provifion  with  him  ?  Had  poor  finners  fpiritnal  appe- 
tites (harpened  for  Chrift's  feaft,  there  wonld  tiot^h^b 
many  (hut  doors  againft  him. 

V.  ObfervCy  how  folemnly  Chrift  offers  tfaefe  gofpd* 
bleffings  to  you,  with  a  hhold  I/sndy  Sec.  Chrift  tm 
witnefles  upon  it,  witDeffes  againft  the  refufe^s:  B^ 
hold|  ye  angelsi  and  witnefs  for  me  how  kind  andbooai- 
tiful  my  of^rs  are  to  Adam's  rebellious  ditldren ! .  B»> 
hold  ye  minifterSi  and  witnefs  againft  thofe  who  Hut 
me  out !  Behold,  ye  ftones  and  timber  of  the  heu&i  ye 
elements  and  communion-tables,  bear  witneis  for  flK 
and  againft  them  !  Behold,  ye  fellow  communicants  tnd 
hearers,  bear  witnefs  one  againft  another,  that  I  knock- 
ed, I  called,  1  knocked  loud,  I  knocked  long,  but  ye 
kept  your  doors  bolted  againft  me.  It  is  a  melancholly 
thought  for  thofe  who  are  minifters  to  entertain,  AsX 
they  will  one  day  be  brought  in  as  witnefles  againft 
thofe  who  (hut  out  their  Saviour ;  but  when  called,  they 
muft  witnefs  againft  fuch,  though  never  fo  dear  to 
them  now,  that  Chrift  called,  but  they  refufed  ;  he  made 
kind  and  large  offers,  but  they  regarded  them  not*  0 
then  let  every  foul  (et  about  fweeping  and  wa(hing  all 
the  rooms,  and  caft  open  all  the  doors,  as  wide  as  they 
can,  to  the  JUmg  of  glory,  and  receive  him  with  acda^ 
mation  and  praife.  Take  the  crown  off  the  head  of 
felf,  and  put  it  on  the  head  of  Chrift,  afcribing  all  the 
glory  of  your  falvation  to  him,  and  nothing  to  free-will, 
or  your  own  doings* 


ADVICE 
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ADVICE    IV. 

ihe  winef  &c. 

CSHfelST  is  the  «  Wifdom  of  God/'  who  hath  made 
lidi  provifion  for  entertaining  his  people,  and  hath  fet 
It  before ^them  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fapper ; 
ercn  Chrift  crutified,  with  all  the  froits  of  bis  purchafe* 
^'  Hit  fleih  is  meaty  indeed,  and  his  blood  is  drink,  in- 
deed.''  The  fruits  we  feaft  upon  are,  "  pardon  and 
peace,  righteoufnefs  and  grace,  the  aifurance  of  God*s 
love,  the  confolations  of  his  Spirit,  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel,"  and  all  the  earneils  and  pledges  of  eternal  life. 
To  this  feaft  ftarving  fouls  are  invited,  to  feed  by  faith 
upon  thofe  promifes  Chrift  hath  prepared  for  them^ 
upplying  them  to  themfelves,  and  taking  the  comfort  o£ 
them. 

Bread  and  wine  are  chofen  as  fit  refemblances  of  his 
ipiritoal  JFeaft.  As  bread  and  wine  fervtf  to  jiirefervc 
Y>ttr  natural  life,  and  to  ftrengthen  and  chear  us,  when 
weak  or  fainting  \  io  Chrift  crucified,  apprehended  by 
faith,  prcferves  our  fpiritual  lifei  and  procures  eternal 
Ufe^  ftrengthens  weak  believers,  and  chears  droop* 
ii^  fottIs«  As  bread  and  wine  incorporate  with  our 
bodies  ;  fo  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  dwells  in  us,  and  we  by 
faith  and  love  dwell  in  kim.  As  bread  and  wine  fatiify 
t>ur  hunger  and  thirft ;  fo  thofe,  who  by  faith  lay  hold 
fMid  partake  of  Chrift's  flefh  and  blood,  (hall  no  more 
hunger  or  thirft  after  earthly  things.  Bread  is  the  moft 
neceffary  thing  in  the  world,  hence  eatled  the  fiaff  rf 
bready  it  upholds  our  lives  ;  fo  Chrift  is  the  mercy  of 
mercies,  the  moft  ufeful  and  neceffary  bleffing  to  pre- 
fcrre  our  ftarving  fouls.  Chrift  is  the  Staff  of  breads 
indeed,  to  believing  communicants,  a  Staff  that  fup- 
|k>rts  you,  a  Staff  that  defends  you,  a  Staff  that  will 
beat  off  all  your  enemies  :  If  you  take  hold  of  this  Staff 
by  faith,  it  will  rout  and  put  all  your  foes  to  fleght. 
3  C  2  There 
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There  is  no  bread  like  this  !«'  I  am  the  Bread  of  life^^ 
faith  Chrift. 

We  ready  Judges  vilL  13.  of  a  dream  of  one  of  tlie 
M idianitiih  hofl ;  he  dreamed  when  Gideon  wis  com- 
ing upon  themi  that  a  cake  of  barley  bread  came  twnl^ 
ling  into  the  hod  of  Midian,  and  fmote.a  tent  .that  k 
fell  to  the  ground.  Strange  !  A  piece  of  bread  ova- 
turn  a  tent !  Behold  the  interpretation  of  that  dream, 
in  the  holy  facrament !  Here  a  piece  of  bread,  if  eHen 
by  faith,  that  will  inyade  the  Midianitifh  hoft  of  the 
devil,  and  the  luOs  of  the  flefh,  ftrike  down  dl  their 
tetits,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Come  then,  eat  of  thb 
bread  believing]y«  and  take  faith's  view  of  Chrift'ibdlj 
reprefented  by  it,  as  bruifed  and  broken  by-your  fiois 
this  will  weaken  their  power,  and  turn  your  heart  t- 
gainft  them,  and  make  you  refdve  that  thofe  esemki 
of  Chrift  (hall  not  live  in  your  foul.  If  the  6gbtof 
Csefar^s  bloody  robe  incenfed  the  Romans  againft  tbe 
murderers  who  flew  him ;  much  more  a  fight  of  CbriAfs 
wounds  and  bruifes  in  the  facrament,  (hould  excite  fW 
to  hate  and  kill  fin,  and  revenge  Chrift's  death  upon 
this  cruel  murderer. 

Again,  would  you  have  ftrength  for  your  wilderneis 
journey,  and  for  the  temptations  and  trials  you  meet 
with,  before  you  have  occafion  of  another  facrament? 
Come  eat  of  this  bread  that  ftrengtheneth  the  hearts  of 
men.  Here  is  food  more  fubftantial,  durable  and  nou- 
riihing,  than  Elijah's  cake  baken  on  the  coals,  and  the 
cruife  of  water  provided  for  him  by  the  angel  j  and  yet 
it  is  faid,  he  *<  went  in  the  ftrength  of  that  meat  forty 
days  and  forty  nights,  until  he  came  to  Horeb  the 
mount  of  God,"  i  Kings  xix.  7.  8.  There  we  find 
Elijah  twice  wakened  by  the  angel,  that  he  might  take 
a  double  meal,  "  Arife  and  eat,  for  thy  journey  is  long:" 
So  God  may  be  faying  to  thee,  O  Chriftian- traveller, 
Arife  and  eat,  awake,  O  faith,  awake,  O  fpiritual  appe- 
tite, thy  journey  may  be  long  \  take  a  good  mealj  you 
know  not  what  hills  you  have  to  climb,  what  winds  and 
florms  may  blow  in  thy  face,  before  another  occaOon 
of  this  fort :  Satan's  itorm  may  blow,,  and  death's  ftorms 
may  blow,  fo  that  you  may  not  fee  another  table  like 
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flits  till  you  come  to  the  mount  of  God  above.  This  i» 
the  fame  bread  theglorificd  faints  do  feed  on  in  hearcow 
Chrift  is  the  Manna  that  cime  down  from  heaven  to 
feed  perifhing  fouls.  The  Ifraelitcs  manna  was  a  type 
of  Chrift,  and  hence  called  fpiritual  breads  i  Cor.  x»  4. 
:.  The  manna  was  freely  given  to  them»  and  fell  every 
aaoming  round  their  tents»  ^nd  dil  of  them  were  at  free- 
.d«»  to  gather  it,  and  there  was  enough  for  the  whole 
cmp^;  fo  Chrift.  is  God V  free  gifc»  and  in  htm  is  a  fuW 
nefs  of  grace  for  the  whole  believing  worlds  and  every 
-|pifpet«heannr  is  free  to  gather  it,  thou^ifh  indeed  the 
.  morning  of  our  Kvcs  is  the  moft  proper  gatheringtime. 
Tfacis  was  a  memorial  of  this  manna  preferved  in  the 
.aik  ;  fo  is  tiiere  of  Chrift  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  as  the 
food  of  our  fouls*  Manna  was  ground  in  a  mill|  or 
bcmfen:  in  a  mortar,  and  baken  in  an  oven,  before  k  was 
fit  ibr  food  ^  fo  Chrift  was  bruifed  and  groimd  by  his 
AiiFeringSy  and  fcorched  in  the  fiery  oven  of  his  Father's 
Mradii  that  he  might  become  a  fit  Saviour ,  and  fit  food 
for  ouitfouls. 

But  Ghrift  crucified  infinitely  excels  the  Ifraelites 
manna  :  Theirs  was  peculiar  to  themfclves  5  but  Chrift: 
is  free  to  both  Jews  and  Gentiics :  Theirs  ceafed  when 
they  came  to  Canaan  ;  but  ours  continues  for  ever,  and 
15  enjoyed  moft  fully  in  the  Canaan  above  :  Theirs  only 
preiervid  a  natural  life  -,  but  ours  givers  a  fpiritual  and 
eternal  iife.  O  come,  then,  eat  of  this  heavenly  Bread, 
when. fet  before  you  in  plenty,  with  hunger  and  defirc, 
.  bleffing  Go<^l  for  it,  faying,  '•  Lord,  evermore  give  us 
tbts  Bread  :"  Come  with  fpiritual  appetites  and  purified 
hearts.  The  Ifraelites  mannii  was  laid  up  in  the  ark, 
and  kept  in  a  pure  golden  pot,  to  teach  you  to  cleanfe 
your  hearts  from  fin  and  corruption,  that  they  may  be 
fit  to  lodge  Jcfus  Chrift  cur  heavenly  Manna.  If  the 
Tcffcls  wiuch  contain  the  laeramentai  bread  were  foul 
or  polluted,  you  would  cenfure  it  as  moft  indecent;  but 
much  more  unbecoming  ts  it,  to  receive  Chrift  into  a 
foul  hearu 

Gome  to  this  table  with  humility,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of 
your  ill-defervings,  acknowledging,  that  the  leaft  crumb 
of  this  Bread  will  be  a  great  mercy  to  fuch  an  unworthy 

creature ! 
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creature  I  "  Truth,  Lord,  I  am  a  dogi**  Txle  anj  p(4- 
]uted»  yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the  cnimbg  which  fall  from 
the  childrens  table  I  May  I  ptead  for  a  Cfumb.  for  thy 
free  mercies  fake.  Ob»  I  am  unworthy  of  thecommon 
bread  that  is  fet  upon  my  own  table^  much  more, of  th( 
heavenly  Bread  that  is  fet  upon  thine !  Ih{le^  of  bread 
thou  mayft  give  me  a  (tone  y  inftead  of  a  fmileg  a  bovnk$ 
inftead  of  the  cup  of  the  New  Teftamentt  thou  marft 
put  a  cup  of  wrath  and  trembling  in  my  hai^d :  Buttl^ 
free  grace  and  large  offers,  encourage  me  to  wait  and 
hope^  that  ^*  the  needy  (hall  not  be  for^otteo^  and  th^ 
cxpedation  of  the  poor  (hall  not  peri(h,'' 

Come  with  a  lively  faith  to  receive  and  eat,  not  on* 
It  of  the  bread  of  life,  but  alfo  to  receive  the  Breadi 
the  Lord,  your  Immanuelj  in  perfon,  and  midce  uieof 
him  in  all  his  ofTices*  Come,  eat  with  love  apd  thank* 
fulnefs,  to  him  that  was  willing  to  be  beaten,  bruifedt 
ground,  and  fcorched,  that  he  might  be  Bread  kn 
xiouri(hing  or  ftarving  fouls.  Receive  thit  Bread  of 
heaven  thankfully  as  a  diRinguiQiing  blediog,  which  i) 
not  grarited  to  all  indifferently  ;  for  as  God  rained 
down  manna  from  heaven  upon  the  Ifraelitcs ;  fo  he 
rained  down  fire  and  brimftone  upon  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah. 


ADVICE     V. 

From  Geo.  xlv.  4,     Come  near  to  me^  I  am  Jofepbyour 

brother^  whom  you  fold. 

JOSEPH  was  an  eminent  type  of  Chrift  :  though 
he  was  hated,  fold,  and  cruelly  ufed  by  his  brethren  j 
yet  he  flill  loved  them,  forgave  them,  and  laid  outhim- 
felf  for  their  prefervation  and  happiiiefs*  Though 
Chrift  be  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  yet,  O  believing 
communicants,  he  owns  himfelf  as  your  brother,  "  bone 
of  your  bone,  and  flefh  of  your  flelh  ;"  nay,  he  is  not 
aftiamed  to  call  you  brethren,  "  Go  tell  my  brethrenj* 
faid  he  to  Mary,  Mat.  xxviii.  lo.    Though  you  be  mean 

and 
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and  tow,  and  ChVift  highly  raifed,  yet  his  exaltation 
doth  not  caufe  him  forget  his  poor  friends  below  \  he 
ftill  owns  them  as  his  brethren.  He  is  indeed  the  el- 
dcr  Brother,  and  Heir  of  all  things ;  yet  he  is  pleafed 
to  adopt  his  younger  brethren  into  bis  right,  and  make 
them  joint  lieirs  with  him  of  the  inheritance  above. 
As  Jofeph  was  mod  condcfcending  to  his  poor  bre» 
thren,  though  he  was  lord  over  all  the  land  ;  fo  is 
Chrifl.  As  they  did  not  know  Jofeph,  until  he  told 
theni,  "  I  am  Jofeph  your  brother./*  fo  neither  do  we 
know  Chrift,  until  he  difcover  himfelf  to  us.  As  Jo- 
feph feemed  tp  deal  roughly  with  his  brethren  at  fivft, 
to  make  them  remember  the  injuries  they  did  him  ;  yet 
in  the  mean  dme  he  loved  thqrrj,  gave  them  food,  and 
mfterwards  fpoke  kindly  to  them.  So  Chrift  at  firfl: 
takes  ways  to  humble  his  people,  and  make  them  fen* 
"fible  of  their  fin  ^  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  fecretly 
fupports  them,  and  at  length  brings  in  confolation  to 
them,  faying,  "  1  am  Jefus  your  brother,  it  is  I,  be  not 
afraid."  V.  Come  near  to  me,'^  faid  Jofeph,  in  a  kind 
and  familiar  way  to  his  brethren  •,  fo  Chrift  faith  to 
you,  draw  near  to  me  with  a  Gncere  heart,  and  I  will 
manifeft  myfelf  unto  you  as  a  loving  Brother. 

But  if  you  would  have  the  gracious  intimations  of 
his^  favour,  you  muft  firft  be  humbled  for  the  wrongs 
you  have  done  him.  You  have  dealt  treacheroufly  and 
inhumanely  with  Chrift,  as  Jacob's  fons  did  with  their 
brother  Jofeph.  Thefe  fold  their  brother  for  twenty 
pieces  of  filver ;  but,  ah !  have  not  fome  of  you  fold 
Jefus,  your  brother,  for  lefs,  even  for  fome  vile  luft  or 
filthy  pleafure  ?  Nay,  have  you  not  murdered  him  by 
your  fins  ?  As  Cain  flew  his  innocent  brother  openly 
in  the  field  ^  fo  your  fins  have  openly  nailed  Jeius  to 
the  crofs,  in  the  fields  without  Jerufalem,  and  fhed  his 
blood  like  water  on  the  ground.  O  how  can  you  an- 
fwer  for  fuch  horrid  cruelty  to  your  innocent  Brother  ? 
How  can  you  look  him  in  the  face,  after  all  you  have 
done  againft  him  ?  What  feeling  have  you  of  the  in- 
juries you  have  done  him  ?  Are  you  deeply  humbled, 
and  heartily  grieved  for  them  ?  Then  I  have  good 
news  to  tell  you^  you  have  to  do  with  a  mod  loving 

axid 
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and  forgiving  Brother ;  though  you  have  betrayed  Mnii 
(bid  him,  wounded  liim,  murdered  him  ;  jet  he  is  wil- 
ling to  forg<'t  and  forgive  all  to  the  humble  penitents 
**  Come  near  to  me,  (faith  he)  I  am  Jofeph  your  bro- 
ther ;" — (land  not  at  a  diftance,  but  come  near  me  bf 
faith  and  prayer,  embrace  me  in  the  facrament,  and  i 
ivill  give  you  a  fcaled  pardon  of  all  your  crimes ;  1  wiD 
give  you  all  the  good  things  of  the  land,  far  ezceSng 
tlie  riclied  fruits  of  Egypt^  even  my  own  body  and  bloodi 
will)  all  the  fplritual  and  eternal  bicfiings  purcbafed 
tliereby. 

ObjeEl.  But,  alas !  I  have  dealt  fo  bafely  and'trea€he^ 
oufly  with  my  Brother  Jofeph,  I  have  no  confidence  to 
go  and  meet  him,  I  am  afraid  he  frown  on  me*  Aif* 
lie  has  indeed  good  ground  to  do  it,  but  he  is  full  of 
bowels,  tenderncfs  and  pity  to  penitents,  and  raoft  rea- 
dy to  forgive.  Let  me  advife  you  to  imitate  Jacob  when 
going  to  meet  his  bother  Efau,  whofe  wrath  he  veiy 
much  dreaded.  He  carried  pre  fen  ts  alongfl  with  him 
to  his  brother.  In  like  manner,  do  you  take  pitfetitf 
with  you',  fuch  as,  i*  A  broken-,  contrite  and  humbled 
heart,  *'  a  broken  heart  he  will  not  defpife.**  2.  Take 
faith  with  you,  and  the  ftronger  it  is  it  will  be  the  moic 
agreeable  prefcnt  to  Chrift  ;  put  a  firm  truft  and  confi- 
dence in  his  blood  and  bowels,  bode  and  threap  kind* 
nefs  on  him,  like  the  woman  of  Canaan,  *•  Truth, 
Lord,  I  am  a  dog,"  but  dog  as  I  am,  I  may  plead  for  a 
crumb,  feeing  thy  faithful  word  warrants  me  to  do  it. 
Tills  prefcnt  from  that  poor  creature  was  fo  acceptable 
to  Chrift,  that  he  immediately  anfwered,  **  O  woman, 
great  is  thy  faith ;  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt, 
Mat.  XV.  28.  3.  Take  with  you  a  firm  purpofe  and 
tcfolution,  in  the  ftrength  of  your  Brother,  not  to  be- 
tray or  wound  him  any  more,  and  feal  a  covenant  widi 
him  upon  thefe  term«.  4.  Take  with  you  a  fincere 
heart  and  purpofe  of  imitating  your  Brother,  andftudf- 
ing  conformity  to  him.  **  Learn  of  me,  (faith  he)  for 
I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart."  Thefe  prefents  wouM 
be  moft  acceptable  to  your  grieved  and  offended  Brother. 
But  feeing  vou  have  nothing  of  your  own,  cry,  Lord, 
give  them  nrft  to  me,  and  I'll  offer  them  unto  thee. 

What 
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What  comWfcepron  is  thie,  thnt  Chrifl.  the  King  of 
kin^;? ,  ftsould  fay  to  a\\  helicvtrs,  Ye  i^re  n  y  brethren 
and  fifters  !  ^^  ho  would  rot  deGre  to  ft  itid  m  this  ho- 
nourvblf  relation  to  an  eairhly  kinjj,  and  far  more  to 
the  Kirg  of  plory  !  Would  wc  have  him  then  ftsr  our 
Brother  to  own  us.  fuccour  and  fynipath:zf  wi  h  us  in 
all  our  troubles ;  let  us  forthwith  embrace  and  clofe 
with  him  by  faiti ,  as  he  is  tendered  to  us  in  the  rich, 
large  and  free  offers  of  the  f^ofpel,  and  then  the  relation 
is  prefently  made  up.  O  how  inyiting  and  alluring  is 
that  word,  I  am  Jefus  your  Brother  !  It  (hou!d  conquer 
the  molt  ftubborn  will,  and  make  every  unbt  iievmg 
heart  to  receive  him  like  Thomas,  and  fay,  "  ^'y  Lord, 
and  n^y  God," 

Let  every  believer  in  diftrcfe  come  like  the  bee,  and 
fuck  honey  from  this  Flower.  I  am  Jcfus  your  Brother, 
•*  Be  not  afraid,  it  is  1."  Do  not  miftake  me  for  an 
enemy  in  any  of  my  dealings  with  you.  It  is  I  your 
Brother  that  mean.^  you  no  harm.  It  is  1  that  loves 
you,  and  laid  down  my  life  for  you.  It  is  I  who  by  my 
blood  purchafed  fan£tifiect  afflidlions  to  you,  to  work  for 
yoor  good.  It  is  T  that  doth  all  things  well,  and  have 
infinite  wifdom  and  love  to  order  and  dire  61  every  dif- 
penfatton  for  your  intereft  and  benefit.  It  was  (  that 
fwate  blood  for  you  in  the  garden,  wafi  fpit  on  and  buf- 
feted in  the  high*pricft*s  hall,  and  nailed  for  you  to  the . 
crofs,  and  ail  to  purchafe  eternal  happinefs  and  glory 
for  my  ?ffli49:ed  brethren-  I  am  Jeius  your  Brother, 
'*  behold  my  hands  and  my  feet."  It  is  I  that  died  and 
Tofe  apain  (or  you,  and  have  afcended  to  my  Father  and 
your  Father,  to  my  God  and  your  God ;  and  have  gone 
up  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  It  is  I  that  fit  (it  the 
helm,  and  all  power  given  to  me.  It  is  I  that  am  faith- 
ful and  true,  and  I  have  the  fame  tender  heart  and 
yearning  bowels  for  you  I  had  on  earth.  It  is  1  that 
never  failed  any  that  truiled  in  me.  It  is  Jefus  your 
Brother,  who  am  ftill  the  fame  ycfterday,  to  day,  and  for 
ever.  Be  not  afraid  in  trouble,  it  is  I  your  dear  Friend 
and  Brother ;  come  near  to  me  in  the  daily  exertifc  of 
faith.  Come  near  and  dole  to  me  at  my  table,  anci  take 
a  narrow  look  to  my  five  big  wounds,  and  draw  confo- 
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bcion  from  them.  &-':  y,^  the  two  wounds  in  my  haodii 
an  .  the  two  wou!'<s  ir  p  y  f:rt,  which  were  made  lo 
brir.;:  y  u  b^ck  frarr.  Keil  tc  heaven.  Behold  a  fifth 
wGUTiv:  n  r  -.  fjcc,  and  look  into  iry  heart,  and  fee  it 
pai.nng  with  lcTe»  and  co  not  queftion  your  BrocIicA 
love  tj  you  any  more. 


ADVICE    W. 

From  Matth.  xxii.  2.      A  certain  hng  made  a  marruigf 
for  bis  fonm 

THE  gofpcl-coTenant,  or  covenant  of  grace,  ii  amtf» 
riage-covenant  betwixt  Chrift  and  bclicTcrs  ;  a  fcrprit 
ing  marriage  this  is,  and  yet  a  marriage  of  God's  md^ 
ing.  Wonderful !  The  great  God  is  content  to  pw 
his  dear  Son  in  marriage  to  fallen  Adam's  daughter,  mat 
was  become  a  flave  to  the  devil !  Yea,  he  hath  cIriwH 
up  the  contraft,  and  all  the  articles  of  it.  Chrift  the 
Bridegroom  hath  cheerfully  fubfcribed  the  contrzfti 
he  dipt  the  pen  in  his  own  blood  on  the  crofs,  and  put 
his  hand  to  it  in  the  view  of  God,  angels,  men,  and  «1I 
the  world.  Now  the  Bridegroom  wants  your  confcntte 
the  manriagc-contrafl,  and  he  hath  long  been  courting 
you  to  fubfcribe  it :  Some  of  you  have  often  been  par- 
pofed  to  do  it,  yea,  taken  the  pea  in  your  hand,  bot, 
upon  feme  fmjll  ten-iptation,  have  ftopt  and  thrown  by 
the  pen.  This  dry  Chrill  hath  fet  a  tryft  with  you  to 
conclude  the  bnrgain,  and  his  ambafl'idois  are  cot.c,  in 
his  name,  to  fpread  the  contraft  before  you  with  all  its 
article  •  Wtll,  then,  "  Will  you  go  with  this  man?" 
Will  you  put  your  hanu  to  the  contraft  ? 

O  linners,  you  have  no  reafon  to  be  (hy  in  this  mat* 
tcr,  you  have  nothing  to  be  vain  of,  you  are  mean  bom, 
of  low  extradl  \  you  arc  loathfome  lepers,  you  arc  de- 
formed, black,  and  have  no  beauty  ;  you  are  cripples, 
cannot  walk,  unlefs  Cliriit  lift  you ;  you  arc  drowned 
in  ficbt,  many  o!d  fcorcs  hath  Chrift  to  clear  for  you, 
if  l.e  m-itch  with  you.  O  who  would  make  love  to  fuch 
a  wretched  creature  !  Yet,  behold,  here  is  one  that  is 
fairer  than  the  fons  of  men,  of  the  blood-royal  of  hca- 
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the  Heir  of  all  things,  courting  you  !  Be  aftonSfli- 

0  yc  heavens,  at  this  match  !    One  infinitely  rich 

1  a  beggar,  the  Heir  of  heaven  with  the  heir  of  hell,  . 
Beauty  of  heaven  and  earth  with  a  deformed  negro  I 
if  the  Bridegroom  be  content,  why  (hould  you  (lick  ? 

you  give  any  reafon  for  your  tefufal  or  delay  ?  Now 
God  of  heaven  is  fetting  tryft  with  you  to  conclude 
blefled  bargain  with  you  at  his  table,  and  calling 
there  to  (ign  and  feal  a  marriage-contraft  with  his 
,  and  that  before  all  the  Perfons  of  the  glorious  Tri* 
y  before  the  elcft  angels,  before  Chrift's  ambafladors^ 
before  all  the  congregation,  witncfTes  thereto.  There 
;  been  many  meetings  heretofore,  about  this  grand 
r,  to  no  effedl  \  The  world,  fatan,  and  the  flefti, 
:  formerly  broke  off  the  treaty  ;  forbid  it,  Lord,  that 

do  it  this  day.  O  that  the  long  fpoke  of  match 
^ixt  a  crucified  Jtfus  and  loft  fouls  may  hold  at  laft. 
J  may  be  the  laft  tryft,  the  laft  ofier  Chrift  will  make  ; 
ay  be  now  or  never  with  you.  Lay  your  hand  to 
■  heart  then,  and  confider  well  before  you  refufe. 
ome,  take  another  view  of  this  beautif  nl  Bridegroom 

is  in  your  offer.  Behold  how  delicate  his  com- 
lon  is,  *•  He  is  white  and  ruddy  ;"  nvhite  in  regard 
lis  innocence,  and  ruddy  in  his  bloody  paflion       O 

peerlefs  is  his  Perfon  !  How  raviOiing  his  beauty  i 
1^  charming  his  voice  !  How  ftately  his  goings  !  How- 
rant  are*  his  garments  !  They  fmell  of  aloes,  myrrh 

caffia!  Search  all  the  world,  you  cannot  find 
rqual.  One  glimpfe  of  him  is  enough  to  ravifti  men 
angels;  *V  His  locks  are  black  and  bu(hy  as  the 
n,  his  lips  are  like  liilies  dropping  fweet  fmelling 
rh,  his  legs  as  pillars  of  marble  fet  upon  fockets  o£ 
gold  ;  his  countenanace  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as 
cedars ;  yea,   he  is  altogether  lovely  !"    Now,  can 

refufe  fuch  a  lovely  Perfon,  efpecially  when  you 
k  how  he  loved  you,  fo  as  to  fuffer  a  cruel  and 
dy  death  for  you,  and  to  fend  his  portraiture  with 
marks  of  his  wounds,  to  be  put  in  your  hands  at  his 

table,  and  all  to  win  your  heart  ?  Come,  view  and 

ember  the  many  wounds  he  received  for  you,  by 

thorns  which  pierced  his  head,  by  the  pincers  that 

3  D  2  plucked 


394 


Sacramental  Advket. 


pluL'ke^^  fiis  hatr,  by  the  fcour^^es  that  tore  his  back,  by 
tlir  naiK  that  pierced  hi"^  imuis  zvk6  fcei»  and  by  the 
fp^nr  that  opcc  d  his  (idt  !  Surely  thofc  wounds  do  not 
mar  his  Irnutv  to  the  eye  oi  fait^r ;  n^y,  thoujih  he  be 
all  over  woumled,  m-ingled  and  bleeding,  yet  to  a  be- 
lli v-r  he  is  ftil!  "  white  and  ruddy,  the  c^i^f eft  among 
ten  t!  oufands  fiircrthan  all  the  fons  of  men,**  nay,  and 
all  the  Tons  of  Gcd  too 

Ct-rtainlv  •^he  Dri<<egroom  muft  be  in  earneft,  when 
he  come^  in  his  narria^r  robes  to  win  backward  hearti, 
when  he  put-  on  hi^  dyrd  j^arments.  and  is  red  in  his 
appartl ;  when  he  liifplays  i  is  glory,  brings  the  mar- 
riage-con tr<icl  in  his  hand,  fpreads  it  on  the  commu- 
nion-taLL',  ^iun  callb  all  who  love  him  to  fign  it.  0  tlut 
many  uerc  madf!  willi;  g^  ni  a  day  of  Ins  power,  to  go 
in  to  '.'.il  die  articles  of  this  arriage  covenant,  faying, 
My  heart  is  now  content  to  go  witti  the  man  Chrift,  that 
wonderful  man  j  1  confeiit  to  ail  his  terms,  he  is  **  My 
Lord,  and  my  God,"  my  glorous  Immanuel  ;  "  My  Be- 
lo\ed  is  mme,  and  1  ini  hr."  ^^fjl  I  would  know  par- 
ticu.arly  what  Uc.  rtquirtfs  on  my  part  of  the  contrad, 
that  J  may  dilHntty  ^lofe  witti  him  ?  ^ttf*  He  would 
have  you,  i.  Cni:vinced  of  your  (inking  and  periftiing 
ttate,  while  you  ILmd  upon  the  oH  bottom  of  the  cove- 
nant of  works  ;  and  willing  to  kave  it,  and  leap  from 
it,  and  cleave  to  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  a  borrowed 
ri^*]iteoufnefs,  f)r  ail  the  ground  of  your  hope.  2.  He 
would  have  you  humbled  and  grieved  for  your  long 
flightint;  his  kina  tflF-rs  by  your  uabcli.  f,  and  f  r  your 
preferring  iaran's  drudgery  to  his  ffrvice.  3.  Give  up 
will  all  ether  lovers,  and  tliofe  that  would  rival  it  with 
Chnll,  fuch  a^  fin,  the  vorld,  and  the  law;  felf-rightc- 
oufii.  fs  n  ult  he  renounced  and  parted  with  ;  you  muft 
brc  sk  league  wuh  ah  Ciiriirs  enemies.  4.  Accept  of 
Jelus  Chr.il  as  your  iiufband,  receive  him  in  all  his  of- 
fices, reit  and  depeiKi  on  him  alone  for  righteoufnefs, 
ftrcngth,  and  falvation.  5.  Give  away  yourfeives,  foul 
and  body  to  Chnii  \  refigu  your  will  to  his  will,  and 
furr^n^itr  aW  you  Lav  lo  his  dii'.  olaK  6.  Refolvt  and 
vow,  ill  Chriit^  Itrcngtli,  to  crucify  tin,  and  walk  vnth 
him  in  all  the  w.ty^  oi  new  obedience.     7.  Engage  to  be 
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ttfuc  and  faithful  to  your  Hufbind,  and  never  to  xctral* 
8.  Keep  up  the  remembrance  of  your  H  '(band's  com- 
ing at  the  iail  day  to  rolemiiize  the  marruir^,  and  t  \kc 
you  home  to  himfelf,  and  be  always  in  readincfs  :o  (jo 
forth  to  meet  him.  The  Bridegroom  is  ready  long 
(ince,  and  will  foon  rend  ti^efe  clouds  to  meet  you  in 
the  air,  and  fend  his  angels  to  brmg  you  to  him : 
•*  Therefore  be  ye  alfo  ready." 

O  why  doth  he  delay  his  coming  ?  What  (lops  the 
wheels  of  liis  chariot  ?  Surely  it  is  not  becaufe  he  is  un- 
ready, but  becaufe  you  are  not  ready.  Ail  the  eicdl 
are  not  yet  brought  in  to  him,  an^i  he  is  determined  not 
to  want  one  of  them.  O  then,  be  providjU'^  for  the 
marriage  day  all  proper  fur:^iture,  robev  jjwds,  rin^s 
and  ornaments,  againil  the  time  that  Chriii  and  you 
take  up  hoafc  together  in  heaven*  Be  fare  to  go  to 
Chrift  for  every  bit  of  your  plenifhing,  for  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  for  all  the  graces  of  tiie  Spirit.  In  the  »-ncan 
time,  take  home  with  you  the  marriagf-contradi,  the 
precious  promifts  which  Chrifl  hath  fubfcribed  with 
his  blood.  Be  often  looking  into  ir,  and  viewing  your 
Bridegroom's  hand- writ  and  engage  nenr.  His  writing 
is  fair  and  beautiful  \  let  not  fatan  or  unbelief  cad  blots 
on  it  to  deface  it ;  keep  it  fair  and  legible,  and  draw  all 
your  cosnforts  from  it  \  your  Hufbaiid  is  faithful,  and 
will  keep  his  word. 


ADVICE    VII. 

,     From  Lam.  i.  22.     Behold  and  fee  ^  the  Lord  hath  afjliBed 
me  in  the  day  of  ins  fierce  anger. 

WITH  far  better  ground  may  Chrift  make  ufc  of 
thefe  words  of  his  church,  and  call  us  to  behold  his 
fufferings  for  us  under  the  (ierce  anger  of  God,  in  the 
day  when  "  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  put 
him  to  grief  in  our  (lead,"  Ifa.  liii.  10.  Many  things 
did  he  fu(Fer  from  men  and  devils  -,  but  his  afHi^ilions 
and  bruifes  from  the  immediate  hand  of  God  taking 
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T-n^cancff  fcr  the  citcis  fi.T^,  w^-re  far  more  heary* 
H's  foul-fuffi.-in.'i  were  the  rrotl  itSicl?n^  of  a!!  others. 
L't  cvfrv  coTi  'isnicint  bil'oid,  lie,  and  coaGder  thefe 
wi"h  fu  :a'-3.-  :ttri^'Tis 

Beho'd  ncr  •  rly  rhc  buffr^r'ina?,  fcour^njE^p  wound- 
ing*, ar.'l  CTu:!  niockin^js  your  Jovclv  J-fus  endured 
fr.jm  mrn,  the  :nftra  r.cnts  of  God's  juflice  ;  but  cfpe- 
ci lily  what  he  fiiTerrd  in  his  foul  bv  the  dtfrnion  or 
dereliction  of  Goi  the  Father,  wh-reby  the  grjciom 
ir.Suenccs  a-Ji  corr. forts  fro'n  the  divine  to  the  human 
r.ature  of  Cbrift  'xtc  fufpcn.-'ed  for  a  time,  and  a  black 
cloud  of  wrarh  cv^r whelmed  hi-n  5  fo  that  no  lieht  ap- 
peared to  him  ;  which  m^  ^e  hisn  cry  out,  "  My  God, 
my  God,  why  hi  ft  thou  forfikcn  me  ?"  Nay,  at  this 
lime  he  had  a  torrent  cf  wr^rh  flowin*  in  upon  his 
foul,  and  the  moll  drcidful  imprcflions  of  his  Fathci's 
anger,  and  the  law's  curfe,  which  fell  upon  him  for 
man's  fin,  whcrn  he  wis  made  a  curfe  for  us,  that  it 
caft  him  into  a  fit  of  fore  am^izement,  contlernatioa 
and  terrible  a^ony,  and  in^^o  .i  fweatof  blood.  Th-  fire 
of  wrath  ra;ii:ig  in  hia  foul  -ff.cljd  his  body  fo,  that  it 
dried  up  his  flrength  and  moiiture  as  a  potilierd,  and 
made  \\\6  tongu-^  cleave  to  his  jaws.  He  held  his  peace 
under  all  his  fufFcrrings  fro;n  :.  en,  and  opened  not  his 
mouth;  but  when  God's  Imm-di.te  wrath  fell  hearily 
on  him,  then  h^  cried  out :  It  is  faid,  •*  He  put  up 
prayers  and  fupplicitions,  wita  ftrong  crying  and  tears," 
rieb.  V.  7.  Yet  God  would  not  fpare  him,  nor  abate 
him  one  itrip:^  or  farthmg  of  the  debt ;  let  him  cry  ne- 
ver fo  loud,  juftice  was  inexorable  ;  he  mult  fatisfy  to 
the  full. 

Ocan  you  fee  the  gre^t  Immanuel  fubflituted  in  your 
room  and  ftead  , — God  a£t:n^  againft  him  as  an  inex- 
orable Judge  ;  J^'hovah  running  upon  him  as  a  giant, 
not  only  withdrawing  his  c-'UitcnAnce,  and  all  feeling 
of  his  loving  kindncis  from  him,  but  m.iking  him  the 
butt  ot  his  cnyenomed  arrows , — ind  not  be  filled  with 
admiration  at  Chrilt's  love,  an  J  forrow  for  your  fins, 
whici)  l)rought  facli  a  ilor.n  of  wrath  upon  him  !  0 
h 'W  la  I  were  ti:c  bruil'es  !  how  deep  were  the  wounds  I 
how  wide  the  galhes  1  and  hosv  heavy  the  blows  he  got 
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from  the  fword  of  jullice  for  our  fins !  The  fword  was 
not  dull  nor  fliiepy,  but  furbifhed  and  awakened  by  juf- 
tice  to  the  execution.  O  how  heavy  were  the  blows 
our  Surety  got  from  this  awakened  fword  in  the  garden 
of  Gethfemane,  which  made  his  **  foul  exceeding  for- 
Towful,'*  and  put  him  in  a  dreadful  agony  and  bloody 
fweat !  Behold  ?ind  fee  how  patiently  he  drank  the  bit- 
ter cup  of  God's  wrath  for  you,  *'  the  poifon  whereof 
drank  up  l.is  fpirits,"  and  made  his  blood  to  boil  in  his 
veins,  and  bur  ft  through  his  body,  clothes  and  all !  He 
fwate  without  any  outward  fire  or  heat,  and  bled  with- 
out any  external  wound.  Behold  his  garments  dyed 
red,  and  the  ground  and  grafs  where  he  lay  all  bedew- 
ed with  his  precious  blood  !  Behold  him  broken  with 
breach  upon  breach,  till  all  the  fea -billows  of  divine 
vengeance  went  over  him ;  fo  that  he  fell  to  the 
ground,  was  covered  witli  blood,  and  overwhelmed 
with  wrath  !  Behold  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow 
like  his  forrows ! 

It  is  faid,  Mark  xiv.  i^^n  **  He  began  to.be  fore  a- 
mazed  and  very  heavy  !"  which  Ihews  what  a  load  and 
prefliire  of  wrath  his  foul  lay  under,  that  put  him  in  aa 
agony  that  ftill  increafcd  more  and  more,  like  the  wa- 
ters in  Ezckiel's  vifion,  ftill  deeper  and  deeper,  from 
the  ankles  to  the  knees,  till  they  becairx  waters  to  fwim 
in,  yea,  fwelled  into  an  ocean  that  would  have  over- 
whelmed the  whole  ele6l  world.  Into  this  ocean  our 
bleflcd  Jonah  was  willing  to  be  thrown  for  our  fake, 
and  in  it  he  continued  to  fwim,  until  he  brought  every 
cleft  foul  fafe  afhore.  Ic  is  recorded  of  Abraham,  when 
offering  his  facrifice,  Gen.  xv  12.  "  That  in  the  even- 
ing lo  an  horror  of  great  darknefs  fell  upon  him.'*  This 
was  verified  much  more  of  Chrift  in  the  evening  before 
his  paffion,  in  the  garden.  There,  a  terrible  horror  of 
great  darknefs  fell  upon  Chrift's  foul,  which  made  him 
exceeding  heavy,  and  fore  amazed,  at  the  profpect  of 
the  fea  of  wrath  that  was  coming  rolling  upon  him  \ 
while  the  Father  was  hiding  his  face  from  him.  O 
how  great  was  the  anguifii  of  Chrift's  mind  at  this 
time,  when  he  found  himfelf  preffed  and  bruifcd  be- 
twixt the  milftone  of  God'&  juftice  and  our  fins !  which 
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preflurc  trade  him  fueat  without  heat,,  and  Weed  witi- 
out  wounil  !  Ah  !  the  fire,  the  heat,  the  wounds,  were 
inward,  even  in  his  iou!  !  O  coir municams,  behold 
and  fi^e  Chrift^s  furro'v.s  for  you  ;  n^ 'thing  c^o  be  more 
accent *»ble  to  Chi  HI  th.in  often  to  meditate  thereon 
with  admiration  ;)Pd  love.  If  any  of  you  had  \dk.% 
hand,  or  even  a  fii'j^cr,  in  defci»ding  or  refcuing  your 
frifnd  from  an  rncFi:y.  you  wi/uM  c::pcft  he  would-be 
ever  mindful  of  the  favcur,  and  never  forget.  fOi|. 
But  O  what  is  that  to  tie  fufi'erinjjs  of  the  Son  of  God 
for  you  !  lie  hath  led  not  a  hand  but  his  bean  blood, 
yea,  tlie  favour  and  ctjuntenance  of  God  for  you  for  a 
time.  He  left  his  gloriou>«  throne  in  heaven,  and 
(looped  to  become  a  m.in,  a  poor  man,  a  man  of  for* 
rows,  a  deferted  man,  and  a  dead  m  in  for  you  Nay, 
he  was  willinjj  to  be  made  a  curfe  for  you,  nnd  to  take 
on  a  dreadful  load  of  wrath  upon  his  innocent  foul, 
yea  infinitely  more  than  any  damned  foul  in  hell  can 
bear  \  and  to  fwim  long  in  a  fea  of  wrath  to  fuve  you 
from  pcrirtiin^  in  it.  Let  the  furpiizing  love  of  Chrift 
fill  your  foul  >*ith  wonder,  and  kindle  a  flame  of  love 
in  your  foul  to  him. 

Again,  medite  on  Chrift's  for  rows  with  deep  for- 
row  for  fin,  the:  caufe  thereof :  belifve  that  amazing 
word,  iia.  iiii.  6.  '•  He  w.;s  wound«-d  for  our  tranf- 
greffions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iiiiquities."  Let  the 
ibund  of  it  n^^ver  ^^o  out  of  yuur  ears  \  fay,  Oh  !,  my  fins 
were  the  thrriis  uhich  piciccd  \'\^  head,  the  o^ilb  which 
pierced  his  hiinds,  and  the  ipcar  that  pierced  his  fide. 
Aiy  curfed  fins  put  the  Lord  of  life  to  a  cruel  death, 
tnty  wounded  h.im  m.cre  tlian  all  Iiit:  other  enemies. 
AVhcn  my  dear  Lord  \Aas  in  the  garden,  no  Judas,  no 
Pilate,  no  Jew,  i,or  Gentile  wab  th<.ve,  to  caufe  his  a- 
mi  z:r:g  hcrror  of  icul,  and  his  fearful  fweat  of  blood; 
bill.  Or,  my  uiibcJiet,  my  pride,  my  carnahtvi  my  hy- 
pocrify  nod  othf  r  fins,  were  tiiere,  ai-d  with  their  weight 
pnfTcci  l.im  to  the  ground,  and  brought  that  agony  and 
tv.Cut  upcn  him.  Uh,  that  my  heaa  were  waters,  that 
1  miglit  wetp  a  Hood  of  X.t,\\i  for  my  fins  ! 

Liifil)^  Abhoi  fin  as  the  ,grcalc(l  evil,  and  never  have 
flight  ihcughts  of  it  any  n-orej    can  you  tehoJd  your 
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MoniEiiig  Saviour  under  a  burden  of  wrath,  and  hear 
him  complaining  of<^e  burning  heat  and  thirft  which 
the  fire  of  juftice  created  within  him  !  Can  you  fee  the 
great  drops  of  blood  (landing  above  his  garments  !  Can 
you  hear  his  cries  and  roarings  under  the  bruifes  and 
anguifh  of  his  foul,  and  not  be  convinced  of  the  evil 
ind  demerit  of  (in  !  Can  that  Gt  light  upon  your  foul 
v^hicfa  fat  fo  heavy  upon  Chrift's  foul !  O  what  defpe- 
rate  malignity  muft  there  be  in  that,  which  could  not 
be  expiated  without  fuch  a  coftlv  facrifice  !  Look  on 
them  as  fools  who  make  a  fport  ot  fin,  which  coft  the 
Son  of  God  fo  much  foul-travail  and  inward  horror : 
Vever  yield  any  more  to  the  temptations  of  fin,  which 
coft  fo  dear  before  it  could  be  forgiven. 


ADVICE    VIIL 

From  Matth.  xxvi.  22.     They  were  exceedingly  for  rowful, 
and  began  every  one  to  fay ^  Lord^  is  it  I? 

IT  was  a  commendable  exercife  of  Chrift's  difciples, 
before  partaking  of  the  holy  fupper,  to  be  fearching 
themfelves,  and  looking  inward  with  a  holy  fufpicion 
upon  their  own  hearts,  efpecially  when  Chrift  had  told 
them  that  there  was  a  traitor  among  them,  and  at  the 
fame  time  looking  up  to  him  that  is  omnifcient  to  afiTifl: 
them  in  the  fearcn,  faying,  Lord,  is  it  I  ?  Am  I  the  trai- 
tor ?  Will  I  betray  my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  ?  Ah ! 
every  one  of  us  have  within  us  traiterous  hearts  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  have  reafon  to  fufpeft  ourfelves  as  they  did, 
and  acknowledge  we  have  many  enemies  of  Chrift,  lodg- 
ed in  our  bofoms,  fuch  as  "  unbelief,  hvpocrify,  pride, 
malice,  envy,  ambition,  worldlinefs,  atheifm,  wander- 
ings from  God,  backwardnefs  to  duty,"  &c.  by  which 
we  have  betrayed  Jefus  Chrift.  And  as  the  difciples, 
when  fearching  themfelves,  **  were  exceeding  forrow- 
ful  ;^  fo  ought  we  before  we  partake :  And  good  reafoa 
have  we  for  it,  when  we  refle£l  upon  our  former  guilt 
and  treacherous  dealing  with  God,  and  when  we  confi- 
der  the  prefent  deceitfulnefs  and  defperate  wickednefa 
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of  our  hearts,  and  that  they  are  as  readf  to  betratChnft 
as  ever ;  yea,  that  tHere  is  hypocrify  and  treadMry  ia 
our  Hearts  againft  Chrift,  which  we  have  not  yet  diioD* 
vered.  Upon  all  which  accounts,  wa  have  ground  wiA 
the  aifc:ples  to  be  "  exceeding  forrowfiU" 

Now  is  the  time,  O  communicants,  to  (iBavch  and 
examine  yourfelves,  and  to  be  exceedinfir  forrowfol  ior 
the  many  traiterous  wounds  you  have  given  Chrift,  bf 
breaking  both  tables  of  the  law,  and  erery  comiwt 
thereof;  by  fmning  againft  light  and  confcieace,  agunft 
mercies  and  judgments,  warnings  and  reproofs,  con&t 
lions  and  prayers.  By  unthankfulnefs  for  fedeemiiig 
love,  neg1r6ting  gofpd- offers,  not  lornig  and  ieftifl| 
upon  a  crucified  Jefus,  not  accounting  aU  thinn  lou 
and  dung  for  him  ;  not  delighting  in  attendmg  lus  <x^ 
dinances,  and  in  remembering  his  love  in  the  £>lyfap- 
per.  O  how  treacherous  have  your  hearts  been  to 
Chrift  !  How  blood-thirfty  have  your  fins  been  agaiaft 
him,  in  prefling  him  down  in  the  garden,  in  luifing 
him  to  the  curfed  tree  !  How  are  you  able  to  look  to 
Gethfemane  or  Golgotha,  with  unconcerned  hearts  or 
dry  eyes !  Were  not  your  fms  the  principal  a£Vors  in 
that  horrid  tragedy  ?  Thefe,  to  be  fure,  were  tlie  trai- 
tors, which,  by  the  hands  of  Judas,  delivered  up  JcfttS 
to  be  crucified  :  What  were  Pilate,  the  Jews,  or  Ro- 
mans, but  the  executioners  of  your  fins  ?  Who  put  the 
fword  in  juftice'  hands  ?  Who  raifed  the  temped  of 
wrath  againft  your  Surety  ?  Oh !  it  was  your  fins.  Blame 
none  fo  much  as  them  ;  they  were  the  Judas  that  be- 
trayed him,  the  Herod  that  mocked  him,  the  Pilate  that 
condemned  him,  and  the  foldier  that  pierced  him ;  will 
you  not  then  be  "  exceeding  forrowful"  for  your  traitor- 
ous hearts  and  bloody  fins  ?  Could  they  ever  have  been 
guilty  of  a  more  horrid  crime  than  nmrdering  the  Lord 
of  glory  !  O  {hall  the  rocks  about  Jerufalem  rend  afun- 
der,  the  earth  tremble  and  (hake,  the  fun  vail  its  face, 
and  the  whole  heavens  put  on  a  mourning  habit,  when 
Chrift  fuftcred  for  your  fins  ?  And  (hall  you,  the  crimi- 
nals, who  deferved  all  this  punifliment,  ftand  unafF;:^- 
ed  ?  O  what  ftupid  hearts  muft  you  have,  if  they  do  not 
mourn  for  your  fins  which  brought  on  fuch  agonies 
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§k>n  the  Son  of  God,  before  they  could  be  expiated  >. 
ad  you»  in  your  paiTion,  given  a  deadly  wound  to  any 
poor  innocent  m^y  your  hearts  would  h.we  bled  for  it 
ftU  your  days }  and  will  not  your  hearts  nouch  more 
relent  for  flaughtering  the  innocent  J^amb  of  God  ! 
One  that  never  wronued  you,  but  was  always  inter^ 
pofing  for  you,  and  doin^r  you  good ! 

Remember  what  David  faid  to  the  Lord,  when  he 
£iw  the  people  deftroyed  for  h:s  (in,  2  Sam.  xxiv.  17. 
•*  Lo  I  have  finned,  and  done  wickedly ;  but  as  for 
thefe  flieep,  what  have  they  done  ?'*  In  like  manner  fay 
you*  Lord,  1  have  {\\vc\^i}i^  I  have  done  wickedly ;  but 
as  for  this  fpotlcfs  L.i  r.b,  whar  hath  he  done  ?  I  have 
^  eaten  the  four  gr?pts,"  but  his  *'  teeth  were  fet  on 
edge***  O  when  wiU  your  h(  arts  melt,  and  your  eyes 
weep,  if  not  now  ?  Never  was  therv;  fuch  a  moving  fight 
fet  before  your  ey^^s,  as  the  Lord  of  glory  pierced  and 
ilain  by  your  fins.  Now  it  is  that  •*  deep  callcth  unto 
deep,*'  deep  fufferlngs  m  Chriil:  for  deep  forrow  in  thee. 

O  faith  one,  I  ciefirc  tc  be  grieved  for  mv  hypocrify 
and  treacherous  dealing  witri  Chrift,  and  for  fin  that 
crucified  him,  but  how  (hall  I  know  if  mv  forrow  be  of 
the  right  fort  ?  Anf.  Examine  it  by  fuch  marks  as  thefe, 
!•  Godly-forrow  is  accompanied  with  fome  view  of  the 
mercy  of  God  in  Chriil:,  which  fupporis  the  foul,  and 
keeps  it  from  defpair.  Judas'  forrow,  however  deep  it 
Was,  wanted  this  neceflary  ingredient.  2.  If  true,  it 
will  be  univerfaly  both  for  your  own  fins,  and  the  fins 
of  others  \  for  the  fi.js  of  the  place  where  you  live,  and 
for  thofe  of  the  whole  land.  3  If  it  be  right  forrow,  it 
will  bring  you  to  confider  the  aggravation  and  heinous 
circumftances  of  your  fins,  as  being  againit  light,  againll 
love,  and  againil  folemn  engagements  and  profefiTions 
of  friendlhip ;  fo  as  to  mourn  and  cry.  How  traiterous 
hath  my  heart  been  to  fo  kind  a  Mailer  ?  4.  It  will 
produce  thefe  feven  happy  effe£l:8  mentioned,  2  Cor. 
vii.  1 1.  There  it  is  faid,  Godly  forrow  for  fins  works, 
I.  Carefulne/s ;  that  is,  a  care  to  recover  peace  with  God 
for  what  is  pad,  and  to  pleafe  God  for  the  time  to  come, 
by  amending  what  is  amifs,  and  avoiding  all  tempta- 
tions and  occafions  that  lead  to  fin.  2.  C/earwgofyour'" 
3  E  2  /ehes, 
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/tlvet^  by  mourning  oTcr  die  fini  of  odier  maij  diflent^ 
ing  from  them,  and  (hewing  your  deteftadon  of  dienu 
3*  Indignation  againft  fin,  as  the  abominable  dung  wUch 
God  hates.  The  heart  of  a  true  penitent  rifesy  fwelli^ 
and  boilsi  ag;dnft  Gn.  Then  it  it  you  aie  angry  and 
fin  not,  when  you  are  angry  at  fin^  and  at  yoarfilfci 
for  En.  4.  Fear  s  the  true  penitent  fears  to  onend  God 
as  he  hath  done,  and  that  he  may  not  do  itf  benoi9iifli> 
eth  a  holy  fear  and  awfiil  impreffion  of  the  hc^nda  ^ 
God  'y  and  alfo  a  fear  of  hdy  jaJoufy  an4  inftf!F4^>'^ 
overhimfelf,  left  fin  furprize  him  at  any,  dflpiewj.,ft 
Vehement  defirei  to  wit,  after  reconciliation. 'i^h.Goil 
through  Cmift,  and  after  reformation  of  every  d^aga^ 
mifs,  and  to  be  entirely  rid  of  all  fin..  6*  Qod^fii^^ 
produceth  zual^  which  ia  an  afiedTon  Qr^gics|cr$pi9- 
pounded  of  love  and  anger,  to  wit,  love  to^^GoA  airf 
duty,  and  anger  againft  fin  and  every  thing  oppe&eio 
God.  J-  ^ijtvenge  s  by  feckiog  the  utter  aodrpatioQii 
fin,  by  ^ftingt  mortifying  the  flefli,  and  denying  jooP" 
felves  in  (bme  things  lawful  for  a  time.  A  good  waj 
to  execute  this  revenge  againft  fin,  is  for  penitcnti  to 
take  frequent  views  of  the  deep  and  bloody  wgnads 
which  fin  hath  given  to  your  dear  Redeepaen  It  is 
written  of  the  emperor  Julius  Csefar,  that  after  he  wu 
murdered  in  the  fenate,  they  brought  forth  his  robe  all 
befmearcd  with  his  blood  to  the  market-place,  and  gl« 
pofed  it  to  open  view»  in  order  to  awaken  hU  friends  to 
take  rerenge  on  his  enemies*  This  is  furely  one  defifiB 
of  the  holy  facrament,  to  waken  your  zeaV  againft  pB 
which  murdered  the  Lord  of  glory.  Lqfi/y,  godly  fir' 
row  for  fm,  will  drive  you  to  Chrift  for  help  againft  uo; 
it  will  make  you  flee  to  Chrift  for  deliverance  from  an 
ill  heart,  as  well  as  from  the  wrath  that  fin  deferveth; 
hence  the  apoftle  c^ied,  **  O  wretched  man  that  1  am, 
who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  deadi  P 
Rom»  vii*  2r4» 
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ADVICE    IX. 

From  Hcb.  vi.  18.     Who  have  fled  for  reguge^  to  lay  bold 
upon  the  bopefet  before  us. 

WE  have  here  a  two- fold  defcription  of  true  belier- 
^rs,  which  come  to  one:  i.  They  are  fuch  as  have 
fled  to  Chrift  as  the  true  city  of  refuge,  to  ihelter  them 
from  avenging  juftice.  2.  They  are  fuch  as  have  by 
feith  laid  hold  on  Chrift  fet  before  them  in  the  gofpel- 
promife,  as  their  only  hope  of  falvatiom 

Chrift  is  our  rcfugc-city  from  the  curfes  of  the  law 
which  hang  over  us,  from  the  avenger  of  blood,  divine 
juftice  that  purfues  us,  and  from  the  devils  which  ly 
in  wait  for  us.  The  cities  of  refuge  under  the  law 
were  fix,  but  under  the  gospel  we  have  one  better  than 
them  all.  Theirs  only  protected  the  body  from  the 
wrath  of  man  j  but  ours  doth  proted:  both  foul  and  bo« 
&j  from  the  wrath  of  an  angry  (Jod.  The  way  to  it  is 
made  plain  and  patent ;  pillars  are  fet  up»  Chrift's  mini- 
fters  to  direft  finners  in  the  way  to  it.  In  this  blefled 
city  there  is  proteftion,  inftruftion,  provifion  and  ful- 
ncfs  for  all  that  flee  to  it.  Here  is  all  our  hope  of  fal- 
vation,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  fafety  any  where 
elfe.  Now,  communicants,  this  bleflfed  hope  is  fet  be- 
fore you ;  come,  lay  hold  of  it,  and  cleave  faft  to  it* 
Now  the  city  is  fet  on  a  hill,  the  way  to  it  prepared, 
and  the;  gates  open  :  The  gofpei  trumpet  is  founded, 
and  proclamation  made,  whofoever  flees  to  the  city^  be 
his  cafe  what  it  will,  ftiall  in  no  wife  be  caft  out. 

Under  the  law,  he  that  faw  his  danger,  and  fled  to 
the  city  of  refuge,  did  firmly  believe  there  was  fafety 
and  fecurity  for  him  by  public  authority  in  that  privi- 
leged placci  if  he  could  but  get  into  it  in  time  before 
the  avenger  of  blood  did  overtake  him :  Therefore  he 
earneftly  defired  to  be  at  once  within  the  gates  of  it» 
and  for  that  end  put  forth  his  utmoft  vigour  in  running. 
He  did  not  linger,  halt,  nor  fit  down  by  the  way  ;  nor 
would  he  turn  afide  to  any  crooked  by-path  that  might 

lead 


jssut.  *i.^  xscsr.  ore  tsTC  dbc  !S^^^ff  t  aBn  ■C9RK  viv 
v:  ric  nfpr,  »  TTe  fttZoxv  ^  sd  &edcd  Ilia.  Mspo- 
( '•:<-  rf  iCY  3ra2  rzVid  c::.i«e  Uk  look  or  flee  to  aap 
c^f-r  cirr.  cLfj?.  cr  kaccr^  pbce  far  tk&tr,  fcot  to  Ae 
c:t  x^tAT7Z.?0  rr  us  v.  is  hkr  irtrnrr,  ks  cvciy  cos* 
Tjsssxi  LTsrr  JKrir::  fnrr  tris.  to  aee  to  JctasQnftow 
fjfrrr  hc-Tz.  Trn-i:,  s  -bs  cclr  Retbfc  appoimed  lif 
G-c<ir  rrr  r^s«  Ltwc^  c^isrcy  ujd  psist  csmeuy  to  oc 
v;^-:a  rb^  zuts.  O  LVE-CTy  rai  wish  ipeedf  bow  Ai 
f«u:i  sie  V  x<  cvrz  m  ^h^  vord  aaid  in  tfcc  ~ 
Pai  icrdi  Tczr  vtsctt  T-l^^ovr,  sad  eficape 
hie,  Dc  ^CT  ilrg?r  rcr  ddij,  boc  dee  as  onci 
jclijee  csorr  ar  yocr  bcris.  Arad  ail  other  I 
hr-v£ri  for  ici^f ;  avcT  with  caisal  comtpaasff  finU 
p<a:crcs»  tctIcIt  cinii  ct  dim  God;  naj^  take  no 
iLcker  :a  tcjt  ovu  cndes  acd  pctfonnasoes  5  befieve 
th^t  Eoce  cf  iLcte  cis  tkitta  or  proted  yoa  60m  die 
fvcrd  cf  JLkticc»  acd  that  tiOBc  clfc  can,  bit  he  wk> 


hih.z  "  Lord  cbt  righcccuQicts.* 

Of  Oid,  aching  could  nop  the  man  when  flfiog  to 
the  ciiT  ci  reicge ;  had  his  « Lie  and  children  hong  a- 
facut  L:mp  or  his  own  hcan  fuggefted  to  hioip  will  fOB 
IczTc  your  hcGfc,  ycur  g^rder^  lands,  relations,  aad 
fr.any  acccnurcditicns,  and  go  to  a  ftrange  city  asd 
fpcnd  your  d«ys  ?  He  would  have  flung  them  all  Itqbi 
him,  and  taken  fi'*}sht,  ikying  to  wife  and  chiUreoi 
better  part  with  aii  things,  than  part  with  ray  life )  if 
you  will  not  fellow  me,  I  mull  leave  you  all  bei^« 
So  let  awakened  fouls  flee  uith  fpeed  and  refolation  to 
Jcfus  Chrilt ',  f«y  to  the  world's  pfoflts,  fin'a  pleafuicf, 
fatan's  alJurennents,  and  whatever  would  tempt  you  to 
ftay  behind,  **  Get  ycu  hence ;"  away  with  every  thing 
that  would  hinder  me  from  Chrift.  My  Saviour  and  my 
foul  ate  more  precious  to  me  than  all  the  world ;  take 
all  things  from  me,  and  give  me  Chrift.  How  great 
was  Jcrom,  one  of  the  ancient  fathers,  his  love  to 
Chriit  ?  How  ftrong  was  his  refolution,  when  he  (aid, 
*'  If  my  father  were  weeping  on  his  knees  before  mCi 
my  mother  hanging  about  my  neck  behind  me,  07 
brethren,  fillers  and  kinsfolki  howling  en  every  fide  to 
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retain  me  from  Chrift,  I  vould  caft  my  mother  to  the 
ground,  run  over  my  father,  and  defpife  all  my  kind- 
^d,  tread  all  under  my  feet,  and  run  to  Chrift.'' 

O  awakened  foul,  behold  how  Chrift  difplays  his 
love  to  thee  in  the  facrament ;  he  opens  hie  wounds  to 
be  a  refuge  and  hiding-place  to  thee,  and  calls  aloud 
Id  thee  to  come  and  flee  in  thither :  '^  Turn  ye,  turn 
yc,  why  will  ye  die  ?"  To  whom  will  ye  flee  for  help, 
when  the  avenger  of  blood  19  at  your  heels,  if  you  flee 
iiot  to  Chtift  the  only  refuge  from  wrath  ?  Hills  and 
jBiountains,  feas  and  depths,  heaven  and  earth,  cannot 
hide  thee  from  the  ftorm,  if  Chrift  do  it  not.  Now, 
you  have  a  noble  opportunity,  while  the  clefts  of  Chrift's 
wounds  (land  open,  and  the  *'  bleflTed  hope  is  fet  be- 
fore you,"  in  the  facrament,  and  Chrift  itrctching  out 
his  hand,  and  waiting  to  fee  who  will  rife  and  flee  to 
him  !  O  to  fee  foul?  riflng  in  flocks,  and  flying  as  doves 
to  their  windows  !  What  a  pleafant  (ight  would  this  be  ! 
O  faith  one,  I  can't  rife,  my  wings  are  dipt,  my 
foul  clogged,  I  can't  mount  up.  Anf.  if  you  can't 
mount  up  as  with  eagles  wings,  fee  if  you  can  run  to 
Chrift,  and  kneel  before  him,  like  that  young  man, 
Markx.  17.  Obje&.  I  find  myfelf  fo  burdened  and 
heavy  laden,  that  I  cannot  run,  Anf.  Then  fliew  a 
willingnefs  to  run  to  Chrift  *,  and  cry,  '^  Draw  me,  and 
1  will  run  after  thee ;"  even  a  defire  to  run  will  be  ac- 
cepted, as  of  thofe  in  Neh.  i.  ii.  Object,  But,  faith 
one.  My  heart  is  fo  dead  and  fluggifti,  I  have  neither 
ibrength  nor  will  to  run  to  ChrifU  Anf.  If  you  can- 
not run,  then  fee  if  you  cnn  but  go  towards  him  ;  for 
we  read  in  Jer.  ii.  2.  Thofe  nvho  went  after  kim  in  tl^e 
HvUdernefs^  were  accepted  of  him.  Ohjccl.  Alas,  faith 
one,  I  am  fo  weak  and  feeble,  I  cannot  go,  Anf  Then 
endeavour  to  creep  and  move  towardis  him  as  you  can. 
Ohjeil.  But  1  am  fo  lame  and  impotent  both  in  hands 
and  feet,  that  I  can't  creep  nor  move.  Anf  If  you 
cannot  move  to  Chrift,  then  look  to  him  as  the  Ifraelites 
did  when  ftung  with  fi<;ry  ferpents.  Chrift  calls  every 
feeble  foul  to  do  it,  Ifa.  xlv,  22.  "  Look  unto  me, 
and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;**  and  would 
you  have  Chrift  come  any  lower  than  a  look  ?    O  look 

up 


0^  -n  Jefistf  3s  ched  m  cpco  ttc  pole  of  die  cnh,  lot 
£1  aadcns  re  berc2d  hiszL.      C^/r?.   My  cfet  ate  din^ 
irc  crcf^  fir  cf -.  J?ni£i:ec!«  vbere  it  vai  let  n,  ii 
cor  cc  tgh:,     ^.v.^  The  pole  of  tfce  foTpd  and  ot  dK 
ficncau  cr.  wLkh  drill  is  cow  lifted  «{>,  it  nor 
Iian! ;  lock  ep  to  him  rbcreon,  and  be  Cnred*    U/t3. 
Sahh  one,  I  ars  So  burdened  with  enilt,  I  caanot  tt 
cp  mice  eye*.    ^^^I  Tben  ly  lov  befine  liiiii  Kke  die 
hr.mhl^  pebiican,  vho  was  fo  buidieiied  that  be  ws 
aOiamed  to  !ifc  cp  his  eyes  to  heaTen,  and  onderade^ 
fenfe  cf  hh  rileceiE,  cried,  **  God  be  merdfid  to  me  a 
ficzter,*  and  fo  doing  was  accepted  :    In  like  nianiieri 
htimble  ycizrfelf  before  a  merciful  Redeemer,  and  pkid 
his  promife.  Mat  xi.  28.     Tnift  bis  word  for  ealeaiid 
reft  to  your  buidened  fonl« 


ADVICE    X. 

From  John  iii.  14.    Even  fa  mujl  the  Son  of  man  he  lifted  yf* 

THE  lifting  up  the  brazen  ferpent  upon  a  pole,  to 
heal  ferpent-fturg  Ifraelites,  was  a  type  of  the  lifting 
up  of  Chrift  en  the  crofs,  to  heal  convinced  finners  of 
their  wounds  by  fin.  As  there  was  but  one  brazen 
ferpent  for  healing  the  whole  camp  of  Ifrael ;  fo  Chrift 
crucified  is  the  only  Remedy  and  Saviour  for  a  loft 
world.  **  He  muft  be  lifted  up  •,"  his  dying  on  the 
crofs  was  neceffary  to  fulfil  his  engagements  from  eter- 
nity to  be  our  Surety ;  he  muft  be  offered  up  as  a  Sa^ 
crince  to  fat'isfy  divine  juftice  for  the  fins  of  men,  fee- 
ing nothing  elie  could  do.  Though  Chrifl*s  engage- 
ment to  fufFer  for  us  was  entirely  voluntary  at  nrft ; 
yet  having  once  undertaken,  it  became  neceffary  for 
him  to  be  lifted  up.  And  glory  to  him  that  would  not 
go  back  from  his  word,  however  great  his  fufferings 
were. 

Come,  then,  O  communicants,  behold  and  confidcr, 
with  fuitable  thoughts  and  affeflions,  your  lifiid  uf 
^efiis  dying  on  the  crofs.    After  he  had  borne  the  heavy 
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rofa  on  his  bleeding  fbonlden  up  mount  CaWaryi  this 
rors  muftiieKt  bear  bin)  upon  the  top  of  the  rrount, 
lein^f  firft  mi^ed  toit,  and  Kfiod  up  with  in  Come, 
ce  how  this  iRras  done  ;  behold  the  crofs  tree  laid  down 
tpcm  the  pounds  and  the  Lofd  Jefuf  Aript  niked».bid 
rh>I^sbadc,  with  hands  and  feet  ftretched  out  upon 
hie  tree»  that  the|r  might  taix  the  meafure  of  hts  b6dy, 
nd  Ofiark  the  holes  for  the  ninisl  And,  lo  )  they  take 
her-msafure  longer  than  the  truth,  that  they  might  both 
nnSfy  and  rack  him  ai^cnce,  tih  his  bones  (houtd  go 
utof  joint  rj^fo  the  crofs  was  a  rack  as  well  as  a  death* 
)ur  firft  patterns  ftretched  forth  their  guilty  hands  to 
ake  the  forbidden  fruit  from  the  tree ;  therefore  our 
;ioriou5  SaviouT  did  willinjrly  ftretch  forth  his  innocent 
lands  to  be  nailed  to  the  tree,  to  fatisfy  for  their  guilt* 
Jome  fee  four  big  nails  driven  into  his  hands  and  feet, 
he  moft  fincwy  and  fenfible  p^ins  of  his  body,  and  faf- 
ened  to  the  tree  ;  apply  your  ear,  and  hear  the  hideous 
ound  of  the  hamniers  knocking  in  thefe  nails !  Oh, 
our  (ins  were  the  hammers  that  did  it,  mourn  for  them. 

Come  next,  and  fee  the  Lord  of  glory,  when  nailed 
aft  to  the  tree,  lift  up  with  it  on  nigh,  and  made  to 
Land  upright  to  the  view  of  all  the  world  \  and  then 
he  front  of  the  tree  let  fall  down  with  violence  into  the 
[eep  hole  they  had  digged  10  faften  it,  which  fall  did 
mfpeakably  increafe  his  torments,  and  rend  the  four 
iraunds  made  by  the  nails.  Thus  his  own  weight  be* 
ame  his  torture,  fttU  widening  the  wounds  more  and 
nore,  till  all- his  precious  blood  ftreamed  out  at  them* 
^hold  youjr/great  Immanuel  lift  up  on  a  crofs  betwixt 
ieayen  and  earth,  as  if  he  had  been  unworthy  of  a  place 
n  either,^.hanging  betwixt  two  thieves,  as  if  he  hari  been 
he  gjeattft  malefafior  of  the  three  !  O  what  a  fpefta- 
lie  was  your  Redeemer  to  both  hi^aven  and  earth,  when 
has  lifted  np  !  an  aftonilhment  to  angels  !  a  derifioa 
o  the  wicked  !  compuu£lion  to  btlievcrb !  but  a  Sa- 
xifice  acceptable  to  the  juilice  of  his  ettrrnal  Father.— 
!jOok  on  this  moving  ipe£tacle  with  cieep  forrow  for 
in,  that  faftened  him  to  the  tree,  and  made  hiai  hang 
m  thefe  tormenting  nails  (or  feveral  hours  without 
x>mfort,  inward  or  outwdrd  !     No  way  could  he  turn 
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for  eafe,  being  fixeJ  to  the  trre ;  if  he  ftined  hb  bkflcd 
body  at  all,  he  was  tormented  afrelh  by  the  wounds  of  hii 
hands  and  feet,  on  uhich  the  whole  weight  of  his  body 
did  hang.  If  he  moved  his  head,  which  had  the  aowii 
of  thorns  on  it,  the  thorns  would  but  pierce  into  it  the 
deeper  ;  yet,  for  all  thic,  he  complained  not ;  no  groaa 
or  fgh  was  heard  from  himj  but  what  he  ofiered  op  ta 
God  for  your  (ins  ! 

When  the  Son  of  man  was  thus  lifted  up,  obfem 
how  the  ftreams  of  his  preciotis  blood  run  down  totbe 
ground,  and  flood  in  a  little  pool  at  the  foot  of  the 
crofS)  until  the  earth  drank  it  up-  Let  this  fight  afii^ 
your  hearts,  and  open  all  the  fprings  of  forrow  for  fin 
that  pierced  him.  Sit  down  at  the  foot  of  the  aofi^ 
and  receive  this  facred  blood,  as  it  falls,  upon  yoor 
hard  hearts ;  let  it  drop  on  them,  until  it  make  then 
as  foft  as  the  ground  it  fell  on.  Let  it  drop  on  all  the 
fores  and  wounds  of  your  fouls,  for  it  is  the  balm  that 
mud  heal  them.  Obferve  alfo  the  great  extent  of 
Ch rift's  fufferings  at  this  time ;  they  reached  to  all  the  ; 
parts  of  his  body,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  his  fool: 
He  fuffercd  in  all  his  fenfesj  his/eeing^  with  the  fcomfnl 
geftures  of  his  enemies  ;  his  hearings  with  their  fcofe 
and  blafphemies;  \i\^fmeU^  with  the  noifome  ftcnchof 
Golgotha  ;  his  fa/lef  with  gall  and  vinegar  \  his/filingi 
with  the  piercing  nails  and  thorns.  Behold  his  iandti 
that  were  ftill  beftowir.g  bleflings,  now  fixed  with  liaiisi 
hisjieet,  that  walked  in  God's  ways,  now  digged  throughj 
liis  botue/sy  that  yearned  for  finncrs,  now  (hrunk  and 
dried  up  ;  lr.r  ////,  that  fpoke  as  never  man  fpoke,  now 
fwoUen  with  blows.  Now  he  fufFered  on  the  ciofsi 
till  "  his  ftrength  was  dried  up  like  a  potiherd,  and  his 
tongue  cleaved  ro  his  jaws  "  The  fire  of  God's  wrath 
fcorched  him  ir.wardly,  which  made  him  cry  out,  "  I 
thirft."  His  cnemifs  mingled,  at  this  time,  a  cup  of 
vinegar  and  gall  to  him,  which  he  refufed  ;  but  glory 
to  him,  he  refufed  not  the  cup  which  his  Father  min- 
gled to  him.,  though  filled  with  wrath  and  curfes :  This 
he  drank  for  us,  though  it  filled  his  whole  foul  with 
anguilh,  and  made  him  roar  and  complain  of  his  Fa- 
ther s  deferting  him  :  "  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty 
were  within  him,  the  poifcn  whereof  drank  up  his  Spi- 
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rit.'*  Amiclfl;  thcfe  fearful  fufferings,  our  lifted  up  Jc- 
fus  expired,  willinglv  oflFering  up  himfelf  on  the  crof8> 
B  propitiatory  Sacrifice  for  us. 

O  believers,  did  Chrift  lift  up  himfelf  as  a  willing 
Sacrifice  for  you  on  the  crofs ;  fee  then  to  lift  up  the 
gates  of  your  fouls  to  receive  in  this  Saviour ;  let  him 
have  a  joyful  welcome  into  your  fouls,  and  give  him 
the  heft  entertainment,  the  beft  affeflions,  and  the  beft 
fervice.  Did  he  willingly  ftretch  out  his  arms  to  be 
nailed  to  the  crofs  for  you  ?  Then  be  not  unwilling  to 
ftretch  out  the  arms  of  faith  to  embrace  him  ;  but  fee 
to  embrace  him  wholly  in  all  his  offices,  of  Prophet^ 
Prieft,  and  King.  Be  willing  to  be  taught,  faved,  and 
ruled  by  him. 

Was  Chrift  lifted  up  on  the  crofs  (as  the  brazen  fer- 
pent  was  lift  up  in  the  wildernefs)  for  healing  all  the 
itingB  and  wounds  given  us  by  fin  and  Satan  ?  O  then 
fook  up  to  liini  with  the  eye  of  faith  for  healing.  This 
is  the  great  remedy  of  God's  contriving  and  providing, 
put  ftrong  confidence  in  it,  and  look  to  it  >vith  hope 
and  expe£tation  :  Never  diftruft  the  virtue  of  God's 
Remedy,  nor  defpair  of  healing  from  it,  however  deep 
your  ftings,  or  large  your  wounds  be  :  For  Chrift  was 
lifted  up  to  be  a  remedy  for  the  chief  of  finners,  iTim. 
L  15.  and  none  ever  periflied  that  looked  to  him.  Was 
Chrift  willing  to  be  lift  up  to  fuffer  for  you  ?  Then 
let  your  hearts  be  lift  up  to  ferve  and  obey  him,  lik« 
king  Jelioftiaphat,  whofe  "  heart  was  lift  up  in  the 
ways  of  the  Lord,"  2  Chron.  xviL  6.  Lift  up  your 
hearts  with  your  voice  in  hij^  praife  5  fpcak  of  the  glo- 
rious honour  of  his  Majefty,  and  make  known  his 
mighty  afts.  Obey  his  commands,  and  particularly  his 
dying  command ;  to  remember  him  at  his  table  with 
adliviiy  and  delight.  Go  with  lift  up  hearts  to  a  com- 
nmnion-table,  to  remcn.bcr  him  that  went  fo  willingly 
to  be  lifted  up  on  a  bloody  crofs  for  you.  The  ancient 
exhortation  tocommunicants  was,  SURSUM  CORD  A, 
"  Lift  up  your  hearts  to  meet  with  a  lift  up  Jefus." 
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ADVICE    XI. 

Fidz:  £x7>d.  ziv.  15.     5^ak  wub  ibe  chiUrem  of  ifml^ 
thei  shej  g9  for'jsard. 

THIS  is  the  ar.fv^er  of  Mofe.-'s  prayer  for.Ifiradf 
when  in  a  ^cat  (Ira  "  2t  the  Rrd-Sea  It  is  (akii  he 
CTltd  ro  God  ;  yet  wc  read  not  of  one  word  he  fpake: 
He  ooly  l.fc  up  kis  hciit  to  Go^.,  who  well  underft^ndf 
the  iiiiiguaee  'A  the  he  rt.  Mofcs's  filent  praytnof 
fahh  prer^iled  more  with  God  than  Ifr^el's  loud  ooN 
cries  of  fear  A  belie  Ting  com  rcun  leant  mafi  in  a 
ftrai",  cry  to  God  in  prayer,  without  fpeakini;  a  wordi 
fo  did  M'.fes  for  faintmg  Ifracl.  WHten  they  came  out 
of  the  land  of  bcndage,  and  fled  from  Pharaoh's  tyran- 
ny, the  Lord  ordered  them  to  march  toward  the  fca; 
but  now,  w'-.en  they  are  near  to  it,  and  fee  PharaoVi 
mighty  army  purfuing  and  clofe  at  their  heels,  theyaie 
ia  a  great  ilrait  what  courfe  to  take ;  they  think  ccr« 
tainiy  they  muft  turn  either  to  the  right  or  left  hand  to 
m^ke  their  efcape  from  Pharaoh.  No,  faith  God,  fpok 
to  them  to  "  go  ftill  forward,"  as  ftrjighr  towards  the 
fca,  as  if  they  faw  a  fleet  of  tranfport  (hips  there  wait- 
ing to  take  them  in.  O  might  they  think,  "  This  is  a 
hard  command,  **  Go  forward,"  when  we  fee  nothing 
but  the  deep  devouring  fea  before  us  ;  as  good  go  back 
to  the  Egyptians,  or  (land  dill  until  they  come  up  and 
put  Ub  to  the  fword,  as  go  forward  into  the  fea  and  be 
drowned.  Will  the  deep  fca  have  any  more  mercy  on 
us  than  the  cruel  Egyptians  ?  But,  faith  the  Lord, 
make  no  objeftions,  alk  no  queftions,  let  the  people  go 
forward,  o'jey  my  command,  and  truft  me  with  their 
lives. 

Obferve  here,  O  timorous  communicant,  O  doubt- 
ing belit:vcr,  when  you  are  in  fears  and  ftraits  with  re- 
fpefl:  to  the  management  or  fuccefs  of  your  duty,  you 
are  to  fet  yourfelves  to  obey  God's  command,  "  go 
forward/'  in  the  ufc  of  means,  with  a  fmcerc  heart,  and 

leave 
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Icare  the  event  to  God.  You  may  polTihly,  at  this 
time,  be  brou^^ht  to  the  ftraitning  cafe  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  when  at  the  Rrd-fea,  and  their  hearts  in  great 
perplexity,  ready  to  fink  within  them  for  fear.  Somic 
may  be  faying  within  themfelves,  how  (hall  fuch  a  vilCt 
black  unworthy  creature  go  forward  to  the  red-fea  of 
Chrift's  blood,  who  have  both  fpilt  it  and  defpifed  it  ? 
How  (hall  1,  after  all,  venture  to  go  forward^  to  wafli 

'  or  bathe  my  unclean  foul  in  it  ?  Well,  it  is  (Jod*s  plain 
command  to  you  to  go  forward^  to  it,  however  heavy 
leaden  you  be  with  guilt,  fee  i  John  iii.  23  Matth  xi. 
28-  John  i.  29.  others  as  vile  and  black  have  obeyed 
his  command,  have  gone  forward  to  this  red-fea,  and 
been  wafhed  in  it,  fee  i  Cor.  vi.  9.  10.  11.  yea  wc 
rcadt  Afts  ii.  36.  of  three  thoufand  of  thofe  who  ac- 
tually imbrued  their  hands  in  this  blood,  who  were 
walhed  by  it.  How  wonderful  is  its  virtue  !  it  is  a- 
blc  to  take  away  the  fins  of  a  whole  world,  -md  much 
more  the  fins  of  a  few ;  therefore  do  not,  O  finner,  re« 
bcl  againft  God's  command  any  longer. 

Again,  confider  what  is  God's  fpecial  command  to 
thee  at  this  time,  namely,  '*  Do  this  in  remembrance 
of  me ;"  his  precept  is  plain  and  exprefs  to  keep  up  the 

'  memory  of  his  love  to  loft  men.  Can  you  think  to 
look  on  his  face  with  comfort  at  the  lad  day,  if  you 
have  no  pleafurc  to  remember  him  now :  Surely  his 
prefence  will  bt  terrible  then  to  thofe,  to  whom  his  me- 
mory is  not  delightful  now.  But  you  may  have  ftraits 
and  difficulties  about  this  duty,  O  faith  one,  **  My  ftrait 
18  great,  I  know  not  what  to  Ao  \  whether  to  ftay  back 
ixom  God's  holy  table,  or  go  forward  :  If  I  ftay  back, 
I  difobey  my  dying  Saviour's  command  to  (hew  forth 
his  death  in  this  manner  :  If  I  go  forward  unworthily, 
1  contract  the  guilt  of  his  body  and  '^lood,  and  eat  and 
drink  my  own  damnation.  Ai^s,  what  (hall  1  do  ? 
my  need  of  Chrift  and  his  blood  is  fo  great,  I  cannot 
think  of  ftaying  back ;  and  yvft  my  preparation  is  fo 
little,  1  know  not  how  to  go  forward.  Ah  J  my  un- 
worthinefs  is  great,  how  (hall  1  go  to  the  table  of  io 

f;reat  a  King  in  the  ftate  and  cafe  I  nm  m,  fo  vile,  fo  fin« 
ul,  fo  indifpofed,  fo  hard-hearted  ?  If  the  woman  that 
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had  the  bloody  ifTae,  feared  fo  much  to  come  and  touch 
the  hem  of  Chrift^s  garment  ;  how  much  more  may  I, 
who  am  full  of  the  running  ifTucs  of  fin,  fe^r  tQ  go  for- 
ward  to  touch  the  facred   fymbols  of  his  bod?  stnd 
blood,  and  put  my  hand  into  hi&  wounds^  and  feel  the 
pruit  of  the  nails  ? '     Co:rc,  then,  unworthy  as  you 
are,  obey  Chrift's  comman:!,  and  venture  your  foul  in 
his  hand  :    Go  forward  ^vith  all  the  preparation  yoo 
can  attaia  to,  deeply  fenfible  of  your  o  vn  vilcnefs,  and 
humbled  for  youi  ihort  co  :»inp;s,  truftio^  in  the  worthi- 
ncfs  of  the  Lamb  t'ut  v/as  flnin  to  anfwcr  for  your  un- 
wortbinefs,  in  his  blood  to  vafh  away  pollution,  and 
in  his  ftrength  to  Iielp  your  weaknefs.      Venture  for- 
ward, faying  like  Jehoftiaphar,  "  Lord,   I  have  no  abi- 
lity, no  might  for  this  great  ordinance,   neither  know 
I  what  to  do ;  but  my  eyes  are  unto  thee,  it  is  in  thy 
name,  in  thy  ftrength,  and  at  thy  command,  that  I  go 
forward  to  remember  a  dying  Jcfus  at  his  holy  tabic 
Lord,  put  on  me  the   wedding- garment,  prepare,  r^ 
ceive,  and  welcome  me." 

OhjeB.  Some  m^iy  fay,  They  are  only  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  who,  in  the  text,  are  bid  go  forward;  and 
we  are  afraid  we  are  none  of  thefe.  An/,  All  are  bid- 
den, without  exception,  to  come  to  Chrift,  yea,  even 
the  ftout-hcarted  are  called  to  go  to  him.  Now,  if  you 
come  to  Chrift,  it  will  be  a  fure  proof  of  your  being 
Ifrael's  children,  and  among  thofe  who  are  bid  go  fo:- 
v/ard.  Minifters  indeed  have  a  fpecial  commiflion  to 
fpeak  to  the  children  of  ifrael,  that  they  go  fo/waid 
to  this  table  j  v/hoevcr  ftay  back,  they  ought  not. 

S^iift*  \Vho  arc  thofe  that  may  be  numbered  among 
Ifrael's  children,  or  the  feed  of  Jacob  ?  Anf,  The 
children  of  Jacob  or  Ifrael,  if  they  be  of  the  true  kind, 
will  be  like  their  father,  particularly  in  thefe  things: 
I.  Jacob  was  a  great  wreillcr  with  God  in  prayer,  and 
hence  he  got  the  name  of  Ifrael  -,  he  wept  and  made 
fupplication  at  Bethel,  and  prevailed  as  a  prince  with 
God,  which  is  the  meanhig  of  the  name  Ifrael.  Nov, 
if  you  be  wreftlcrs  with  God,  you  are  I frael's  children, 
and  called  to  go  forward.  2.  Jacob  was  a  plain  man; 
fo  he  is  called,  Gen.  xxv.  27.  that  is  a  fingie-heartcd 
man  :  It  was  by  this  charadier  that  Chrift  defcribes  a 

true 
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true  Ifracliti,  John  i.  47,  **  Behold  an  Ifraclite  rndccd^ 
in  whom  Is  no  guile."  Now,  if  you  fludy  godly  fincc- 
rity,  and  plain  deaMng  in  your  behaviour  both  to  God 
iind  man,  you  are  Ifrael's  children,  and  called  to  go  for* 
ward.  3.  Jacob  had  faith  in  Chrift,  and  believing  yiews 
of  him  as  the  glorious  Shilch  ;  he  waited  fot  his  com- 
ing, drew  his  comfort  from  ir,  and  rejoiced  in  the  gather- 
ing of  the  people  to  him.  If  it  be  fo  with  you,  then  we 
bid  you  go  forward.  4.  Ifrael  and  his  children  were 
God's  covenanted  people  ;  they  chufed  God  for  their 
God,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to  him  :  If  it  be  fo  with 
ycu,  you  are  Ifrael's  children,  go  forwarc*.  5.  Jacob 
was  zealous  for  reformation,  both  with  refpeft  to  him- 
felf  and  his  fan'.i  ',  and  caufed  them  put  away  all  their 
idole,  cleanfe  themfelves,  and  change  their  garments^ 
when  going  to  renew  covenant  with  God,  Gen  xxxv.  2* 
Now,  if  you  lludy  fincerely  to  follow  his  ^example,  ycu 
arc  am.ong  the  children  of  Ifrael,  to  whom  God  war- 
rands  minifters  to  fpeak,  and  bid  them  go  forward  to 
his  table.  Now,  if  you  have  any  of  the  forefaid  five 
charaQers,  in  Chrifl's  name  we  can  promife  you  wel- 
come to  his  table.  Go  forward  to  it  then,  with  hearts 
t>urning  with  love  to  Chriil  and  to  his  people  ;  go  with 
ihankfulnefs  and  praife  to  God  for  providing  fuch  a 
Saviour,  and  fpiritual  reaft  for  you ;  and  go  with  hun- 
ger and  thirft  to  partake  of  it.  Go  forward  with  hu- 
mility and  felf  denial,  renouncing  ail  confidence,  ia 
your  preparations  and  performances,  and  depending 
only  upon  Chriil's  mediation  for  acceptance  with  God. 


ADVICE    XII, 

From  John  xii.  32.     And  /,  if  I  he  lifted  up  from  the 
earthy  will  draw  all  men  unto  me. 

AS  the  facrifices  under  the  law  were  1  eaved  and 
lifted  up  before  the  Lord  •,  {o  Chriit  the  Antitype  muft 
be  lifted  up  on  the  crofs  as  the  atonih^  Sacrifice  for 
our  fins.     The  Jews  were  not  more  willing  to  lift  him 
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up,  A  ar.  f  f  vn%  to  !:ft  himfelf ,  fee  rcacfilv  nnifeitoot 
rr  h^  Mf:  ijp,  J-:  /  czme^  faid  he ;  hr  w;!!inglT  carried 
r*?  crcf'  :o  t'-.e  plzc-?,  th:.l  he  ni»ghr  be  l-ft  up  on  it. 
K*  d:i~jjdt5  tl.c  worr.tn  to  weep  for  Wm.  Why? 
Keczufc  I  air.  going  to  be  lift  up  a  Sacrifice  to  jaftioe 
ill  vo'jf  frrs,  and  to  dr\'iF  ycur  fonis  unto  me. 

^«i^.  Eur  hew  d^th  hf  driw  all  men,  when  fatan 
keep*  nr.any  ftiil  fall  in  his  grips.  Aff.  Chrift  was  lift- 
ed up  to  r brain  drawing  otTers  and  invitations  to  all 
ir.en  without  exception,  and  accordingly  gives  draw- 
!rg  calls  to  all  nren  in  his  word  ;  and  if  they  be  not 
drawn  to  hiTi  it  is  their  own  fault.  Bat  though  many 
be  called,  and  rrultitudcs  flock  to  the  word  ;  yet  there 
are  none  cffccluaily  drawn  to  Chr*  .t  but  the  elcft; 
and  thefe  may  be  called  all  men,  as  they  are  gathcied 
out  of  a!l  n:itions,  kindreds  and  languages,  ages,  fexes 
Lnd  qualities.  AH  men,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews: 
All  forts  of  men,  fmners  of  all  fizes,  greater  as  wellii 
lefTcr.  ^eft.  But  how  doth  the  lifting  up  of  Chrift 
draw  (inntrs  tfFeclually  to  him  ?  jinf.  By  the  merit 
cf  his  lift  up  facrifice,  he  obtained  the  remoTal  of  all 
hindcrances  of  their  coming  to  him,  fuch  as  the  guilt  of 
their  (Ins,  the  enmity  of  their  natures,  the  power  of  their 
corruptions,  thtir  unbelief,  hardncfs,  blindnefs  anddif- 
couraging  fears.  And  like  wife  by  it  he  purchafed  all 
the  means  requifite  for  drawing  men  to  him,  fuch  as  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  fan£^ified  rods,  the  grace  of 
faith,  and,  above  all,  the  powerful  influences  of  theholjr 
Spirit.  As  Chrift  wi^s  lijted  up  on  the  crofs,  fo  he  muft 
alfo  be  lift  up  on  the  pole  of  the  gofpel,  for  drawing 
finners  to  him.  Thus,  the  brazen  ferpent  was  lift  up 
in  the  wildernefs,  for  drawing  the  flung  Ifraelites  a- 
bout  It,  and  it  proved  moft  efle6lual  for  that  end ;  fo  a 
crucified  Jefus  held  out  and  evidently  fet  forth  in 
the.  gofpel,  as  he  was  lifted  up  on  a  bloody  crofs» 
with  his  pierced  hands  flrctchcd  out  to  embrace  loft 
fuiDcrs,  is  furcly  the  moft  attraftive  and  drawing  Gght 
in  the  wot  1(1.  This  wonderful  Loadftone  hath  drawn 
thrufaijds  ot  barn  iron  hearts  to  it  at  once.  A  natui» 
rill  load  Hone,  ihcugh  it  draw  iron  to  it  5   yet  it  may 
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be  djsawn  away  from  it  again  :  But  a  crircified  ChrHl 
draws  the  heart  fo  powerfully  and  clofcly  to  him,  that 
they  can  never  be  feparated  again-  Nev^^r  was  there 
fnch  a  drawing  engine  in  the  world  as^thiA  !  A  lift  up, 
ftandard  or  enfign  draws  numbers  of  fcatt.rcd  foldicrs 
unto  it,  but  it  is  fcen  by  few  :  But  a  trucificd  Jefus  lift 
up  in  the  gofpel,  is  an  enGgn  to  draw  great  muldtudes 
in  different  nations  under  the  banner  oif  love,  Ifa  xi.' 
f  o.  The  firft  experiment  that  was  made  of  its  virtue 
in  Jeinfakm  by  the  Apoflie  Peter,  three  thouftnd  fouls 
were  drawn  to  Ch rift  at  once,  and  after  that  many  na- 
tions that  knew  him  not,  did  run  unto  him.  Come 
then,  O  finner^^,  admire  and  c xpcrienoe  the  power  of 
this  lift  up  EnGgn  ;  let  your  iron  iiearts  be  drawn  by 
this  Loadftone ;  it  hath  loft  nothing  of  its  virtue  to  this 
day.  Thoufands  of  hearts  in  other  places  do  ftill  feel 
ita  power  5  we  are  fometimes  refrcfhed  with  the  wel- 
come news  of  their  being  drawn  off  from  tiic  vanities 
©f  time,  and  the  love  of  fin,  to  glorious  Chrift  :  Why 
then  do  not  your  hearts  alfo  yield  to  the  power  of  this 
bleflcd  Loadftone,  Chrift  crucified  lift  up  in  the  word 
and  facrament  ?  It  hath  the  famr:  virtue  here  as  elfe- 
whcfc,  were  but  the  eyefs  of  faith  opened  to  behold  it, 
according  to  that  alluring  cati,  Ifa   xiv.  22 

When  Ghrift  was  lifted  up  on  the  crofe,  his  face  was 
turned  to  the  Gentiks,  for  the  Jews  out  of  malice  (as 
feveral  write)  would  have  him  crucified  with  his  face 
toward. the  weft,  as  reckoning  him  unworthy  to  look 
to  the  temple  and  holy  city  th  it  ftood  on  the  e^ft  Gde 
of  mourn  Calvary  ;  but  Chrift  had  a  loving  dclign  in  it 
to  us  Gentiles,  and  to  accomplifti  that  word,  Plal.  Ixvi. 
7.  "  His  eyes  behold  the  nations.**  Be. old,  1)  fmners, 
Chrift  turned  his  tace  to  you  on  the  crof^  to  draw  you 
unto  him  ;  there  he  bowed  his  head  toward  you  to  draw 
you  ;  there  he  opened  a  cicft  in  liis  fide  to  draw  you  ; 
there  Mood  and  ^  ater  flowed  from  his  heart  to  draw 
you  to  him  !  And  now  he  hath  fcnt  his  word  and  Spirit 
to  draw  you  :  Now  he  difplays  his  blood  and  wounds 
in  the  facrament  to  draw  you  ;  now  he  is  cafting  nis 
cords  of  love  about  your  hearts  to  draw  you  to  him  s 
now  the  devil  is  holding,  and   Chrift  drawing  5  Chrift 

Vol.  III.  I  Q  and 
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and  th?  dcTil  are  now  ftrageling  for  your  hearts ;  the 
eyes  of  many  are  on  you,  the  eyes  of  the  glonoas  Tri- 
nity^  the  eyes  of  angels,  the  eyes  of  minifters  and  faints 
are  en  you,  to  fee  what  ihe  iffue  of  the  combat  (ball  be, 
which  of  them  (hall  gain  the  prize.  Satan  indeed  ii 
the  ftrong  rran,  but,  glory  to  God,  Chrift  ii  ftrongcr 
than  he-  O  that  he  may  prevail,  the  heart  is  his  bj 
rijiht,  furrender  it  to  him  without  delay.  He  will  not 
enter  without  your  confent  •,  his  people  muft  ail  be 
**  made  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power/*  Oh,  if  the 
will  were  once  conquered,  the  day  were  ChriftV,  and 
the  field  were  won  for  ever. 

Would  you  then  have  fat  an  defeated,  your  bialTtd  will 
overcome,  and  your  fouls  favingly  broup;ht  to  Chrift,  0 
look  up  and  cry  for  a  drauj^ht  of  Chrift's  power.  Toa 
have  neither  (Irength  nor  will  to  come  to  a  crucified 
Chrift,  unlefs  he  draw  you.  Ordinances  or  providen- 
ces cannot  draw  you,  the  word  or  facraments  cannot 
draw  you,  judgments  or  mercies  cannot  da  it ;  yea,  nei- 
ther minifters  nor  angels  can  draw  your  dead  and  heavy 
hearts.  O  then  look  beyond  them  all  to  a  lift-up  Im- 
manuel,  "  Draw  me.  Lord,  and  I  will  run  after  thee.** 
The  ordinance  you  have  in  view  can  never  be  a  draw- 
ing ordinance,  if  Chrift  put  not  forth  his  virtue  with 
it  5  the  facramcnt  will  be  lifeiefs,  and  the  adminiftra- 
tors  lifeiefs,  if  Chrift  draw  you  not.  The  moft  power- 
ful fermons,  the  moft  alluring  calls,  will  all  be  loft,  i^ 
he  draw  not.  You  will  lit  ftill  in  the  Sodom  of  a  na- 
tural and  wrathful  ftatc,  if  he  draw  not  j  you  will  die 
in  your  fins,  if  he  draw  not ;  you  will  be  eternally 
damned,  if  Chrift  draw  you  not  to  him.  You  can  nev».r 
overcome  the  ftrong  and  fubtile  temptations  fatan  cafts 
in  your  way ;  you  can  never  deny  felf,  forfake  beloved 
lufts,  renounce  juftification  by  works,  quite  all  confi- 
dence in  your  own  doings,  go  naked  and  empty  to 
Chrift,  be  content  to  live  wholly  upon  his  righteoufnefs, 
and  receive  grace;  life,  ftrength,  and  glory,  as  a  free 
gift  from  Chrift,  without  the  drawing  influence  of  a  lift 
up  Saviour.  Oh,  if  you  were  once  acquainted  with 
this  drawing  power,  you  might  go  with  comfort  to  bis 
table,  and  feed  upon  his  purchafe. 
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%uejlm  How  fliall  I  know,  if  I  Have  yet  teen  drawxi 
jftually  to  a  lift-up  Jefus* 

Anf,  Try  it  by  thcfe  marks,  Have  you  difcovercd  his 
tchlefs  excellency,  fo  as  to  draw  off  your  hearts  from 
and  the  perifhing  things  of  the  world  ?  Have  yoU  * 
t  the  cords  of  his  love  about  your  heart  and  will,  con- 
iining  you  to  yield  yourfelf  wholly  to  him  i  Is  your 
irt  drawn  out  in  love  and  affed^ion  to  a  crucified 
rift  above  all  things,  fo  that  the  deQre  of  your  foul 
0  him  and  the  remembrance  of  his  "name  ?  Are  you 
»wing  ftill  liker  to  him,  more  holy,  more  humbje^ 
ek,  and  heavenly  minded  ?  Nearncfs  will  breed  like- 
"s^  Are  you  troubled  for  distance  fronf  Chrift,  when 
any  time  you  are  drawn  off  him  by  fin,  fatan,  or  the 
rld's  allurements  ?  Are  you  drawn  to  duty  with  a 
w  of  enjoying  his  prefence  therein  \  In  the  mean 
le,  are  you  drawn  off  from  retting  on  duties,  ov  f  ut- 
5  any  attainments  in  Chrift's  room  ?  Then  you  may 
icludc  your  heart  is  effeftually  drawn  by  a  lift^up 
iour ;  and  fo  may,  with  holy  confidence  and  joy^ 
w  near  to  him  in  the  faoramental  tryfting-place,  and 
d  communion  with  him  there. 


ADVICE    xin. 

m  John  I.  36, — XIX,  5.    Behold  the  Lamb  of  God. 
Behold  the  Man. 

)  COMMUNICANTS,  both  John  arid  Pilate  call 
I  to  behold  Chrift  fuffcring  and  facrificcd  for  ypu, 
I,  which  is  more,  the  Spirit  of  God  calls  you  to  this 
y  alfo.  Let  each  one  of  you  then  fay  with  Mofes^ 
)d.  iii.  3,  "  I  will  now  turn  afide,  and  fee  this  great 
It."  A  great  fip;ht  indeed  !  For  though  he  be  called 
>amb,  and  a  M^n,  he  is  alfo  God,  (So^  iti  human 
ure,  fuffering,  bleeding,  and  dying,  a  great  and  won— 
ful  fight  i  all  the  Perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity  calt 
to  behold  it,  Ifa.  xlii.  I. — xlv*  22.  John  i.  29.  Draw 
n  as  near  as  poffible,  that  you  may  get  a  good  vie\^ 
3  G  2  ^^ 
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of  it ;  (land  not  at  a  diftance  like  thofe  who  Mloved 
him  from  Galilte  to  the  crolF,  of  whom  it  is  Ciid«  Luke 
xxii .  49.  '*  They  flood  afar  off  beholding  thefc  things.* 
Do  not  now  (land  afar  off,  nor  take  a  far  off  look  of  % 
crurifitd  Chrift,  l.ut  come  clofeto  him  br  fidth,  and 
take  a  rear  and  faving  look  of  bim,  as  be  calls jOOf 
]fa.  xlv.  27.  '*  Lock  unto  me,  and  be  fayed  ^  I  am  God|| 
a'.'l  there  is  no  Saviour  be(iHe  me.  O  then  turn  not 
your  back  or  (boulder  to  bim,  look  nor  afquint  to  hiiii» 
look  not  by  hi.n  to  other  things  ;  but  look  with  a  broadf 
(Iraight,  and  ftea^ly  lork  unto  him.  The  Man  Qrift 
Jirfub  16  the  I^mb  of  God,  appointed  by  hin)  to  be  (ar 
crificed  to  make  atonement  for  our  (ins,  and  topurchafe 
pardon,  life  and  falv:^tion,  to  us :  And  looking  tp  him 
by  faith,  is  the  great  nean  of  fecuring  and  applying  the 
blc(nng&  of  bis  purch<]fr  to  us.  And  in  a  fpccial  man^ 
ner  he  calls  us  to  look  unto  him' in  his  fufferings  (br  oiy 
Behold  miy  behold  me  I 

D.hold  the  fuifeiing  Man,  a  man  of  {ottow  indeed! 
And  particularly  behold  him  entering  upon  that  fearfal 
fccnc  in  the  garden  of  Gethftmane,  when  he  began  to 
fear,  turn  forrowful,  and  very  heavy :  When  he  was  fore 
amazed,  fell  into  an  agony  and  bloody  fwcat,  and  cried  oat, 
'*  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death ! '  0 
what  was  it  that  made  your  Saviour  fo  heavy,  but  the 
dead  weight  of  the  cleft's  fins,  with  the  law's  heavy 
curfes  annexed  to  them  ?  Oh,  your  fouls  were  exceeding 
guilty,  which  made  his  foul  exceeding  heavy.  Behold 
and  fee  your  forrowful  Redeemer  falling  into  a  fearfal 
agony,  and  while  in  it,  falling  down  fometimes  on  his 
krees,  and  fomt times  on  his  face,  praying  once,  pay- 
ing again,  and  praying  the  third  time,  until  he  is  quite 
cvorwhelrred  with  wrath,  and  covered  with  his  own 
blood  !  Behold  the  furrowful  Man  with  the  great  dropf 
of  blood  (landing  above  his  garment  for  your  fins,  and 
bedewing  the  ground  !  Sec  Jehovah  now  adting  ac 
gainfl  him,  as  an  inexoiable  Judge,  running  on  hitnas 
a  giant,  and  makiug  him  the  butt  of  his  envenomed 
arrows !  Behold  him  in  lis  agony  making  his  moan 
to  his  difciples,  who  could  make  no  help  to  him  *,  for 
neither  they  nor  the  angels  in  heaven  durft  touch  his 

load, 
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load^  nor  tafte  his  cup  :  Yeai  he  got  not  fo  much  at 
fympatliy  from  his  difciples  ;  they  all  fell  afleep  when  he 
was  at  the  worili  and  Jcft  him  in  his  a.rony  to  (Iruggle 
«nd  tread  out  the  wine-prefs  alone  !  O  be  not  idle 
(pediitors  of  your  Saviour's  agony,  but  let  your  fouls  be 
exceedingly  afFcdled  with  Chrift'b  foul-fuffering  for  your 
ibuls  Qns. 

"  Behold  the  Man-  Chria/'  betrayed  and  folj  for  a  little 
|notney»  apprehended  and  bound  with  cords  like  a  thief, 
and  bound  fail,  as  Judas  bade ;  yea,  fo  faft,  (as  fomc 
fay)  that  -the  blood  burft  out  of  his  tender  hands  I  O 
cao  your  heart  or  eyes  hold  to  fee  thofe  hands  that  made 
the  heavens,  wrung  together  and  bruifed  with  hard 
cords  I  To  fee  him  bound  as  a  prifoner,  that  came  to 
fet  the  ptifoners  free  !  But  had  not  the  cords  of  your 
Redeemer's  love  held  him  fader  than  the  cords  of  his 
cne«mies»  thou«;h  they  had  been  cables  or  chainsi  they 
could  not  have  kept  him  \  but  his  love  to  you  made 
him  a  willing  prifonvr  !  '*  Behold  the  M^n/J  blindfold- 
ed, mocked,  buffeted  and  abufed  for  you  !  Behold  him 
ftript  naked  and  fcourged !  Behold  him  that  clothes 
the  lilies  of  the  field,  that  made  coats  of  ikin  to  clothe 
■our  firft  parents,  now  ftript  and  uncloathed  himfelf ! 
He  is  ftript  naked,  that  you  might  not  be  found  naked 
at  God's  bar  !  He  is  ftript  of  ibis  robes,  that  he  might 
provide  a  robe  of  righteoufncfs  to  cover  your  nakcd- 
nefs!  **  Behold  the  Man,"  fcourged  by  Pirate,  and  that  a- 
bove  meafure,  thinking  thereby  to  fave  his  life  \  but  as 
the  Jews  were  not  fatisfied  therewith,  fo  neither  was  in« 
finite  juftLce  fatisfied  ;  fo  that  his  life  muft  go,  and  the 
Man-Chrift  is  willing  it  fliould.  Willingly  did  he  give 
his  back  to  the  fmiters,  that  you  might  be  freed  from 
the  everlafting  lafhes  of  God's  wrath  in  hell !  Behold 
every  part  of  his  bleflcd  body  torn  and  wounded  by 
fcourgings,  becaufe  every  part  of  you  was  wounded  by 
i\ti  \  and  hie  ftripes  were  the  only  cure  for  your  wounds, 

*'*  Behold  the  Man,"  with  a  platted  crown  of  tliorns 
cn  bis  blefled  head,  with  the  iliarp  points  turned  inward, 
and  thefe  beat  into  his  head  with  a  ftaiF,  till  all  his  head 
is  but  as  one  wound,  from  whence  a  new  (hower  of 
blood  ran  down  his  neck  for  you  !     You  may  be  ready 

to 
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to  cry,  Fy  on  the  Jews,  or  fy  on  the  ibldiers  that  ufci 
our  Saviour  fo ;  but  rither  cry,  Fy  on  your  'fins  that 
did  worfe  to  him,  thcfe  platted  the  crown  of  thorns  and 
crucified  him  too.     Behold  the  Limb  of  God,  now 
willingly  caught  in  the  thickets,  like  the  ram,  to  be  £i- 
crificcd  in  your  room,  when  you  were  bound  like  Ifaac 
for  that  end.     Behold  him  willing  to  wear  a  crown  of 
pain  and  ignominy,  that  you  might  wear  a  crown  of 
glory  and  renown  :  Willing  to  be  difgraced  and  affront- 
ed, that  you  might  be  honoured  and  exalted :  Williog 
to  let  a  Barabbas,  the  vileft  malefadlor  in  all  Jerufalem, 
be  preferred  before  him,  that  you  might  be  preferred 
to  a  room  among  God's  children.     "  Behold  the  Man," 
after  all  thefe  fufferings,  put  to  bear  the  heavy  crofs  on 
his  fore  wounded  flioulders,  a  heavy  load,  indeed,  uridi 
the  elefl's  fins  and  law's  curfes  faftened  to  it  \  yet  he 
bears  without  complaint  till  his  ftrength  is  fpent,  and  he 
is  ready  to  faint  under  the  burden,  fo  that  another  rood 
lielp  !  Oh  !  it  was  not  the  weight  of  the  tree  that  made 
him  faint ;  he  had  a  greater  burden  to  bear  than  ten 
thoufand  worlds,  even  the  infinite  wrath  of  God  due 
to  the  cleft's  fmb  ?     O  can  you  behold  this  fight  with 
dry  eyes  ! 

*«  Behold  the  Man"  brought  to  Golgotha,  nailed  to  the 
tree,  lifted  up,  and  drinking  out  the  bitter  dregs  of  the 
cup  of  wrath  thereon,  till  at  length  he  yielded  himfelf 
prifoner  to  death,  by  bowing  his  head,  giving  death  his 
orders  to  execute  his  commiilion,  and  carry  him  off  the 
llage  I  Behold  and  wonder  at  the  fight,  the  Lord  of 
lif.;  death's  taken  prifoner  ?  O  man,  canft  thou  ftand 
and  fee  the  Lamb  of  God  flain  in  thy  room,  and  for 
thy  fins,  and  not  be  afFeded  !  Write  that  man  a  bead, 
a  ilone,  a  lump  of  earth,  that  can  be  fenfelefs,  ftupid 
and  unconcerned  at  fuch  a  fight  I  O  bluQi  and  be  a- 
Ihamed,  O  man,  at  thy  itupidity,  when  the  dead  earth 
and  rocks  about  Jeruiaiem  quaked  and  rent  at  the  fuf- 
ferings you  now  behold  reprcfentcd  in  the  facramcnu 
O  curfcd  fin,  (which  many  make  light  of)  that  could 
not  be  expiated  Dy  any  other  facrifice  than  that  of  our 
Immanuel,  the  Lamb  of  God,  tHe  Man  Chrift  Jefus? 
O  behold  the  Man  and  tremble  at  f.n,  the  accurfcd  thing 

that 
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t  murdered  the  Son  of  God,  the  Man  that  is  God's 
low,  the  Man  that  is  infinitely  preferable  to.a  million 
worlds  full  of  men  and  angels  tooip  O  that  men 
uld  always  look  on  fin  in  the  glafs  of  the  ajjonics 

fufFerings  of  the  Man  Chrjft,  that  they  might  be 
d  with  horror  at  it,  as  at  hell  itfelf !     Nay,  in  fe- 
ll refpefts  fin  is  a  j^reater  evil  than  hell, 
^et  every  communicant,  every  Chriilian,  come  and 
old  the  glorious  Son  of.Godt  with  the  grcateft  love 

admiration,,  who  for  pur  fakes  was  willing  to  bc^ 
le  a  Man,  and. God's  Lamb  to  be  facrificed  for  the 

of  men.  O  let  his  name  Jefus  be  always  tp  you  as 
cious  ointment  poured  forth,  and  let  the  remcm- 
nce  of  his  lo^y^  inflame  your  fouls  with  a  vehement 
ignation  again  ft  fin,  and  a  burning  afFe^flion  to  the 
nb  of  God,  the  Man  Chrilt,  that  was  willing  to 
ggle  in  bloody  agonies,  and  bleed  to  death  on  the 
fed  tree  to  deliver  you  fro.Ti  lying  in  hell  for  ever ! 
vhat  can  we  render  to  him  for  his  free  love,  amaz* 
and  unfpeakable  love  I  O  that  we  could  fpend  our 
3le  lives  in  admiring  his  love  and  contemplating  hid 
uty,  and  were  thereby  made  meet,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  exercife  of  the  redeemed  above.     Amen. 


ADVICE     XIV. 

m  Job  XXX vii.  14.     Stand  Jiill  and  conjxder  the  won- 
drous works  oJ'God, 

THE  works  of  God,  being  wondrous,  do  well  de- 
c  our  moft  ferious  confideration  i  but  fo  wavering 
our  minds,  we  cannot  confider  them  aright,  unlefs 
ftand  ftill  and  compofe  ourfelves  for  thit  end.  This 
ice  doth  Elihu  give  to  Job  in  the  text,  and  Mofes 
:s  to  the  children  of  Ifracl,  Exod.  xiv.  13.  All 
Ts  works  arc  v?6ndrous,  and  highly  worthy  of  our 
rtvation,  as  his  works  of  creation  and  providence  ; 
more  efpecially  his  works  of  redemption  and  of 
:e,  as  they  are  made  known  to  us  in  the  gofpel-dif- 

penfaticii, 
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renf^tion,  and  particularly  in  the  facrament  of  the 
lord's  fuppcr.     Here  God  calls  you  to  (land  ftili,  and 
conGder  his  wondrous  works  of  redeeming  wifdom  and 
nu-rcy,  in  faving  fallen  fmners.     The  work  of  creation 
is  indeed  molt  wonderful  and  (lupenduous  ;    but  hil 
v/ork  of  redemption  is  far  more  coftly  and  furprifing: 
The  one  coil  him  but  a  word  of  his  p  ^wer,  but  theo* 
iher  cod  him  the  death  of  his  Son  :  the  one  is  but  the 
work  of  his  fingerfi,  Pfal.  viii.  3.  the  other  is  the  vork 
cf  liis  arm>  Luke  i.  51.     Much  of  the  diTine  wifdom 
and  power  is  difplayed  in  making  us  men,  but  fnac|l 
more  in  making  us  faints;  by  the  one  we  haTcbota 
fhcrt  mortal  life,  but  by  the  oihcr,  an  eternal  and  im- 
mortal  life.     God's  works  of  redemption  and  of  grace 
T/ill  be  the  admiration  of  faints  and  angels  to  all  eter- 
nity, Rev.  V.  12.  XV.  3. 

Ci)me,  then,  and  behold  thefe  works  of  the  Lord,  ai 
they  are  fct  forth  before  you  in  the  word  and  facra- 
ment !  Come  and  fee  God,  from  all  eternity,  paffing 
by  angels,  and  pitching  his  love  upon  poor  mined  fin- 
revs  of  Adam's  lamily,  and  contriving  their  redemption 
by  the  incarnation  and  death  of  his  dear  Son,  while  he 
paffed  by  the  angels  that  fell.  Come  and  fee  the  gl<v 
riouR  Son  of  God  undertak'ng,  in  the  council  of  peace, 
to  become  Surety  to  pay  our  debt,  and  fatitfy  jafticc 
for  the  injury  our  fins  did  to  God's  glory  !  Benold  and 
confider  the  device  of  infinite  wifdom  for  reconciling 
juilice  and  mtrcy  about  guilty  men,  and  fatisfying  the 
demands  of  them  both,  by  punifhing  fin  fcverely,  and 
yet  pardoning  the  perfons  guilty  !  **  Stand  ftill  and 
fee  the  wondrous  work '  of  making  the  Word  flcfh  to 
dwell  among  us  •,  of  the  Creator's  leaving  his  throne  of 
g!ory  to  lodge  in  a  virgin's  womb,  and  a  bead's  man- 
ger ;  of  the  *•  Ancient  of  days"  becoming  "  a  child  of 
a  day  old,"  learning  to  fpeak  and  go,  and  fubje£ling 
iiiinlcif  to  his  own  law  in  the  room  of  rebel  finners! 
*•  Behold  God's  wondrous  work,"^  fctting  up  a  couit 
and  thrcne  cf  j-race  .jmong  the  prifoners  of  juitice,  and 
caufm^  jirace  hi  as  a  queen  on  the  throne,  with  a  fccp- 
tre  cf  nnercy  in  her  hand,  and  thence  to  iffue  forth  pro- 
clamations of  grace  10  poor,  wretched,  blind,  mifera- 
blci  and  naked  fuiners,  proclaiming  pardon  to  the  con- 
demned. 
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demnedj  liberty  to  the  captives,  And  life  to  the  dead  ; 
yea,  fee  grace  laying  fiiegc  to  the  hearts  of  rebels^  fum- 
moning  them  by  the  gofpei-trumpet  to  furrender,  and 
uGng  the  moft  prevailing  arguments  with  them  to  do 
it,  taken  from  the  mediationi  fufferings,  blood,  righ« 
teoufnefs  and  fatisfa£^ion  of  the  Son  or  God* 

Behold  and  conftder  the  wondrous  work  of  God  in  fur- 
niHiing  and  fitting  the  Mediator  for  our  miferable  cir« 
cumftaMct^s,  joining  the  divine  and  human  natures  in 
one  perfon  for  our  relief !  Obfervc  how  well  he  fuits 
our  exigences  *,  he  is  Man,  that  he  might  die  for  us ; 
and  God,  that  he  might  overcome  death !  Man,  that  he 
might  combat  the  devil ;  and  God,  that  he  might  van- 
quiih  him  !  Man,  that  he  might  take  on  our  guilt  and 
puniihment ;  and  God,  that  he  might  fupport  under  it ! 
Man,  that  he  might  oiT^r  a  facriHce  for  us  ;  and  God,  to 
make  it  infinitely  meritorious !  Man,  that  he  might  fym- 
pathife  with  us  in  trouble ;  and  God^  that  he  might  de- 
liver us ! — a  wondrous  work  indeed  !  Again,  obferve 
the  Mediator's  fulnefs,  how  exadly  it  fuits  our  miferiea 
and  wants  !  In  our  wonderful  Immanuel,  there  is  life 
for  our  deadnefs,  light  for  our  darknefs,  beauty  for  our 
deformity,  ftrength  for  our  weakncfs,  health  for  our 
iicknefs,  balm  for  our  wounds,  raiment  for  our  naked- 
nefs,  riches  for  our  poverty,  merit  for  our  guiltinefs, 
Tighteoufncfs  for  our  juftification,  a  fountain  for  our 
pollution,  grace  for  fandification,  bread  for  our  hun- 
ger, water  for  our  thirft,  and  deep  mercies  for  our  deep 
miferies  !  a  wonderful  work,  to  make  one  depth  fo  ex- 
actly to  anfwer  another  depth  !  "  This  is  the  doing  oi 
the  Lord,  and  wondrous  in  our  eyes." 

Stand Jltlif  and  fee  Gcd's  wondrous  work^  in  fending 
our  Immanuel ^  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earthy  to 
go  up  and  down  the  wilderncfs  feeking  after  the  loll 
Iheep,  calling  and  inviting  them  in  the  moft  tendet* 
manner  to  come  unto  him  for  life  and  falvation,  will- 
ingly fubmitting  to  be  buffeted  by  fatan,  contradidled 
by  finners,  to  luffer  all  manner  of  indignities,  a  curfed 
death,  and  the  wrath  of  God,  and  all  that  he  might 
be  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  juftice  for  our  fins :    And  after 

Vol.  III.  3  H  h<af 
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r  -  c  •-  ■  rr  ■'  :  zc't  'z  ''■  i  and  jjaTc  ccicn;:fIion 
•J  '■  :rr\i:7..  cz  ::  i:  :'  'oj:;-.  a'I  th:  C2Tth«  and  call 
pt?:- .'-:"■.  :*  -r.r--  :?  •  n?  •-'  :^  hir.,  a-.d  ofrer  thcn.tl- 
V-'  ■'  ir.  r.:-  :  ."-  ;  .^^  !  -'Z.-Z  done  fo,  he  afcendd 
ir  o  ^  :?:v-r.  : -•  >.:  -:z  e  ?'.  r  :*-;crr..  No's:,  ;:  lsicctti&» 
{>?  -  w?<-'  .:'.'  v*:  '■-  a.=l  I'  fi  :o  rcrrcr.bcr  ts.cie  aaisz- 
in.;  w.:-k«  of  Co  ,  a"-  hi-   Lc'y  table,    with  vondeTi 

C''  r.  ". ::7  .  r.  •  fc  ?  •'. . >*  /: \ntjin  zf  i he  greckt  depths  of 
ii.f.  i:r  \\  \ z  'rXor.  up,  ^r.  :' c  Urc*-7is  cf  die  WiMT 
c :  !  :-  re  !•:  ^  t'm  !y  *  ■  r  i*r.>m  tc  the  fons  of  men. 
Cor..**,  fee  J.^'cj's  ii.i.*er  fct  up,  th-it  reaches  from 
ear::,  o  hea^e:.,  and  God  ti.e  F^:h-r  ai  the  top  of  k| 
cai-  c  ^^u  to  ».-:mS  tc  !e*»ven  by  the  flcips  of  it;  r!z. 
C^/i;V  iLZurcis  •:^.ces.  c.*:d  przm'jit  I  Come,  fee  the 
ria:  p.a  coai!r.^  ^'.o  ^  u  in  pleMitui  ihowers,  and  falling 
about  yc  ur  ten^,  aiid  every  man  invited  to  gatixr. 
Conr.c,  fee  the  R^:- k  broached  in  the  wildernefs,  to  Tap- 
ply  the  neieiTnicb  of  your  fouls  \  fee  the  Rock  fmitten 
by  the  rod  of  Mofes.  and  bearing  the  curfes  of  the  law 
for  you  I  Come,  izt  the  •*  City  of  Tcfuj^c"  opened  for 
poor  manilayer.,  that  fmners,  who  have  flain  tbcir 
fouls  by  nn,  m^y  flee  to  it  for  (heltcr.  O  then  flee  for 
your  lives,  and  do  not  iinpcr  by  the  way  !  Come,  fee 
God  bringing  hio  rightcoufiicfs  ned  you  who  arc  guilty 
criminals,  and  bidding  y  u  put  it  on  for  your  fafety  in 
judgmci't  •,  it  is  a  robe  that  will  fit  every  one  of  ycu. 
Come,  Ice;  the  "  fruiis  and  leaves'*  of  the  Tree  of  Life 
iiiakeii  and  fcattered  an  cnj:;  (larvinp:  wounded  fouls: 
Gather  and  feed  on  tiie  fruits  of  his  purchafe  for  your 
nouriOiment ;  (ipply  the  leaves  of  his  promifes  for  your 
hcriling.  Come,  fee  **  the  Well  of  falvaticn"  opined, 
bring  the  chnin  and  bucket  of  faith  and  draw  water. 
'JTlic  j^reat  medicine  well  is  here,  come  with  all  your 
difeufes  and  ailments  to  it,  coir>e  with  your  bard 
hearts,  blind  eyes,  weA  hands,  feeble  knees,  laa-.cfect 
and  cold  aflVd^ions  to  get  them  healed.  Come,  fee 
Chriil's  ted.jment  opened,  and  every  man  allowed  to 
put  m  for  .i  fr.ar^  of  the  legacies  therein  contained : 
This  you  are  to  do  by  believing,  claiming,  laying  hold  and 

embracing 
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"embracing  the  promife?  !  Com'?  fee  ftraylnc:  prodigals 
returning  to  their  Father's  houfe,  and  fee  t-Hr  Father 
embracing  them,  and  the  whole  family  rejoicing  hc  t:\eir 
return  :  See  their  filthy  rags  tak-n  off,  and  the  wf  ite 
robe  of  the  Son  of  God  put  on  them,  and  the  fatted 
calf  ki'led  for  them.  Come,  fee  the  King  of  glory  en- 
tering in  at  the  evcrlafting  gates  of  mens  fouls,  de- 
throning fin  and  felf,  ti;king  pofF:!ffion  of  their  hearts, 
and  fetting  up  his  tlirone  and  kingdom  in  them.  Come, 
ice  King  Soloijon  both  crowned  and  married  in  one 
day  I  An  adonifhing  match  concluded  between  the 
Prince  of  life  and  the  heir  of  hell  !  All  the  daughters 
of  Zion  are  called  forth  to  behold  this  fight,  Catit.  iv. 
II.  All  thcfe  are  great  and  wondrous  woik.s  of  God 
to  be  feen  in  the  word  and  facramcnt,  which  all  com- 
municants ought  to  (land  ftill  and  confider. 

Confider  thefe  marvellous  works  fo  as  to  be  fuitably 
affedied  with  them,  make  them  the  fubj:£t  of  your 
meditations  ;  entertain  high  and  admirin^r  thought .  of 
God,  and  of  his  infinite  love  and  wifdom  m  .nifefted 
in  them.  Give  firm  credit  to  the  record  and  teftimo- 
ny  God  hath  given  us  of  thefe  wondrous  works,  and 
glorify  the  great  Author  of  them  with  your  hearts, 
tongues  and  lives.  Embrace  the  gofp<*l-offf  r,  and  be 
afraid  of  offending  that  God  wlio  has  hu.ublcd  himfelf 
fo  low  for  our  fakes,  and  has  wrought  fuoh  great  and 
mrondrous  works  for  us  Be  careful  to  ferve  him  and 
pleafe  him  in  all  things,  and  abhor  fin  his  grand  enemy. 


ADVICE    XV. 

From  RcT.  xxii.  2.       In  midjl  of  the  Jlreet  was  the  tree 
of  life. 

IT  was  a  fad  day  to  mankind,  when  God  baniflied 
Adam  from  the  earthly  paradife,  and  from  the  tree  of 
life  that  grew  therein,  and  alfo  ihut  the  entry  to  it  ! 
But  behold  God,  in  his  free  mercy,  is  now  opening  an 
entry  and  inviting  Adam's  baniflicd  poilerity  back  a- 

g^ain 
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gain  to  a  htiitx  paradife^  where  there  are  purer  delifrJitt^ 
and  neither  (in  nor  f'ttan  ran  enter;  and  \(rhere  there 
is  a  Tree  of  itfe^  J^fi*^  Chrift^  infinitely  preferable  to 
that  in  Adam'c-  paradife.     This  Tree  of  life  far  exceli 
that  in  its  leaves,  (hadow,  fruit,  and   virtues  ;   it  ant^ 
matesi  yea,  reftores,  and  preferves  life  for  cTer,  neither 
is  there  any  f]<iming  fword  to  hinder  our  accefs  to  it, 
Adam's  tree  endured  but  a  (hort  time,  but  ours  lafts 
for  ever.      Other  trees  decay,  fade,   and   wither,  hot 
*'  Jefus  Chrifl  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to»day  and  for  e- 
ver/'     O  come,  then,  fit  down  under  the  (hadow  of 
this  tree,  eat  of  its  fruit,  and  live  for  ever.      Though 
the  tree  be  now  planted  in  the  heavenly  paradife,  ret 
his  branches,  (hadow,  and  fruit,  extend  to  every  be- 
liever on  earth,  as  well  as  to  the  fa'ntii  above.    Thou- 
fands  of  communicants  at  the  lower  table  have  "  fat 
under  his  fhadow  with  ^reat  delight,  and  found  his 
fruit  fwect  to  their  tafl:e."     Chrifl:  is  a  tree  that  bean 
fruit  at  all  times,  every  month,  and  even  in  the  fliarp- 
cft  winter  months  of  ficknefs  and  death. 

There  are  fome  very  ufeful  trees  in  the  world,  that 
afford  all  neceffaries  to  men,  fuch  as  meat,  drink,  phy- 
fie,  and  clothing.  Behold,  God  hath  provided  fuch  a 
tree  for  us.  Jefus  Chrift  affords  us  all  thefe.  i.  Meat: 
He  tells  us.  That  "  his  flefh  is  meat  indeed  ;'*  that  is, 
his  fleCh  wounded  and  dying,  yields  flrengtheningfooil 
for  the  foul,  in  refpeft  of  its  fruits  and  effefts.  It  is 
food  well  prepared ;  the  holy  Trinity  fpent  a  whole 
eternity  in  preparing  it.  It  is  meat  well  feafoned  ;  it 
is  feafoned  with  the  love  of  God,  fauced  with  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  and  fpiced  with  the  graces  of  the  Spi- 
rit. 2.  Drink  :  Chrift's  blood  is  alfo  drink  indeed  to 
the  foul,  in  refpeft  to  its  comfortable  eifefls ;  fuch  as 
pardon,  peace,  light,  life,  ftrength,  &c.  Thefe  ft  reams 
from  the  Rock  are  moft  refreftiing,  cordial,  and  favour/ 
drink;  favoury  to  God,  favoury  to  angels,  and  moft  (a- 
voury  to  every  foul  that  hath  tafted  it.  It  is  a  fweet  cup 
that  is  to  be  put  into  your  hand,  if  you  have  faith,  but 
it  is  poifonous  to  an  unworthy  communicant  that  wants 
faith :  But,  if  you  be  worthy,  the  drink  will  poifon 
fin,  quicken  grace,  and  refrcfli  the  foul.     Fear  not,  0 

believer, 
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believer,  to  take  a  good  draught,  faith  will  make  the 
cup  medicinal  and  reftorative  to  thy  foul,  and  it  will 
only  kill  and  deftroy  thy  lufts.  ^.  Phyfic  .•  The  leaves 
of  this  Tree  are  for  the  "  healing  of  the  nations  i*' 
Chrift  hath  many  healing  promifes,  Which,  when  ap- 
plied by  faith,  are  moft  ufcful  to  purge  out  fin  and  cor-  ■ 
luptton,  and  to  heal  all  the  foul's  wounds  and  difeafes* 
4.  This  Tree  affords  clothing  alfo.  Poor  fallen  Adam* 
when  naked,  went  to  the  fig  tree  for  its  leaves  to  cover 
him ;  but,  O  let  his  pofterity  go  to  the  Tree  of  life, 
where  they  (liall  get  infinitely  better  clothing,  even 
Chrift's  peTfe6l  right eoufnefsy  which  is  fpotlcfs  and  law-  * 
biding.  Behold  a  rich  robe^  fet  with  the  pearls  and  dia- 
monds of  heaven.  A  large  robe^  fo  broad  as  to  cover  a 
whole  eleft  world.  It  alfo  covers  all  the  fpots  and  in- 
firmities of  believers  ;  fo  that  not  one  of  them  is  to  be 
feen.  This  robe  is  as  broad  as  the  law,  which  we  are 
told  is  exceeding  broad.  And  it  is  juft  as  beautiful  as 
broad  ;  for  it  makes  every  cleft  foul  amiable  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God.  Never  then  was  there  fuch  a  Tree, 
cither  in  the  earthly  or  the  heavenly  paradife,  as  our  glo- 
rious Tree  of  life,  Jefus  Chriil.  O  hungry  fouls,  here 
b  meat  i  O  thirfly  fouls,  here  is  drinl  /  O  difeafed  fouls, 
here  is  medicine  I  O  naked  fouls,  here  is  clothing  /  O 
come  then  to  this  Tree  of  life,  and  you  have  all  things 
neceffiry  for  you. 

O  communicants,  you  are  called  to  take  a  view  of 
this  bleffed  Tree,  as  it  was  hewen,  mangled,  and  cut 
down  by  the  ax  of  juftice,  when  he  died  upon  the  crofs 
for  you.  Even  in  this  his  mangled  condition,  he  is  % 
moft  beautiful  and  engaging  fight  to  the  eye  of  faith  ! 
O  believer,  behold  your  princely  Jefus  Hfted  up  on  a 
bloody  crofs,  on  the  top  of  mount  Caivaryj  for  all  na- 
tions to  fee  him,  and  gather  to  him  for  food  and  hea'- 
ing.  Since  that  mount  was  firfl  created,  it  never  pro- 
duced fuch  a  Tree,  or  fuch  precious  fruit,  as  the  Lord 
of  glory  hanging  on  the  tree  of  the  crofs,  that  was  plant- 
ed there  fome  hours  :  Chrift's  hanging  on  it  changed 
its  nature  from  a  curfed  to  a  bit- iFed  tree,  a  Tree  of  life 
and  falvation.  This  Tree  of  life  made  mount  Calvary 
a  fweet  and  lovely  paradife  that  day,  (nocwithftanding 

of 
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'cf  all  the  nv.ilcf?.flors  boref  tl  at  Uy  fcrttcrcd  upon  it) 
ard  the  fruits  prrwing  t  n  it  ^Lrt  dny  hath  enriched  both 
hr-;ivtn  and  ei.rth,  and  will  fill  he:ivcxi  with  eternal 
fon;:<i  of  pniife-      , 

You  ?rc  iiKcw'fe  c?.lled,  at  this  time,  to  draw  near  a 
CTucif cd  Cl'.^ill,  the  Trre  of  life,  that  is  always  laden 
wirh  fruit  :  Con.e  as  near  a?  poflible  you  can  win.  fhakc 
t!  c  Tree  hy  fai.h,  a:.d  j;a:hcr  as  muih  fruit  a?  you  can; 
<2t,  end  l;:y  up  for  -ifT^r  timc^  ;  yfa,  patber,  and  hy  up 
fcr  f-rcrnity.  The  frut<  o^  tl.:3  !  ree  arc  durable  and 
\'^.{\\\  jr>  pltr.Mful  /Tid  Miich'iM.',  Iwcet  ar.d  fatigfyinfff 
niaijitoid  7.nd  VJii?ous,  Rtv  xxii.  "  twtlvc  manmr  of 
fruirs  every  rrorth,"  which  is  an  hu*  drcd  and  forty- 
four  crops  in  the  ye:^r.  Likewise,  th^y  are  moil  faita- 
bic  to  tlie  w;irts  nrd  n-riccffitif;?-  of  your  fouls.  What 
can  be  n.ore  fnitable  to  t'-e  puilty  than  pjrdon  ?  to  the 
deijd  than  life  ^  to  the  hungry  than  bread  ?  to  the  tli'rlty 
than  urink  ?  to  the  wounded  tl-an  balm  ?  to  the  blind 
than  f  yc-falve  ?  to  t!>c  naked  than  clothing  ?  to  the  im- 
potent than  (Irepoth  ?  to  the  weary  than  reft  ?  to  the 
cpptive  than  lib-^rty  ?  to  the  clifturbcd  than  peace?  to 
the  bewildered  th.in  li^ht  ?  to  tie  warrior  than  vi^lory^ 
All  thtfe,  and  innumtiublc  neve,  are  the  fwect  and 
fuitable  fruits  of  the  Tree  of  life. 

O  then,  give  all  diliiicnce  to  fecure  and  clear  up  ycur 
intereft  in  this  blL-ilVci  Tree  of  iifr  and  its  fruits,  which 
are  row  offered  to  you  freely  without  money  or  price. 
Abandon  and  rtjeC*  the  four  and  unfiuoury  fruits  of 
fin,  the  world,  and  your  own  righteoufnels ;  and  cra- 
br*  ce  tlie  Tree  ol  life  in  the  arn.c*  of  taith,  and  ail  its 
fruits  arc  yours.  Come,  "  fit  down  under  his  ihadow,'* 
at  Irs  table,  and  bti:tvirg?y  receive  and  feed  on  thcfe 
delicious  fiuits.  O  how  ddiphtiul  and  refrefhing  is 
the  fliadow  ;.nd  (litltcr  of  Chiiii's  righttoufnefs,  to  the 
loul  lljjit  hatli  been  Icorched  wit!)  ii  fcnfe  of  divine  dif- 
plcaiuri'.  for  fin  ?  !  hi.-  Iha^iow  ikrecns  and  proteclshim 
iioni  the  heat  of  God^  wrath,  fiom  the  curfcs  of  a 
licry  iuvv',  ai-d  ircm  th».:  {l.vill.  fcaisof  i'C.ah,  and  urat'i- 
like  cii"pcr:i'a:;oi;S.  I  hen  let  lvlt)  we;iry  cii.d  fcorthcd 
kui  coij  e  '.it  Ci  nil's  «  ail,  /.ra  lit  ciov,\n  uni:c:r  his  ilia- 
ciow  :  Give  firm  credit  to  the  ^cfpel  report  conctrning 
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Chrift's  furetydiip,  his  fufficient  rifrhteoufnefs,  and  free 
ofFers  :  Acqulefcc  heartily  in  this.blelTed  contriv^uice  of 
(heher  and  fafety,  and  put  all  your  trull  and  confidence 
in  his  right  ecu  fueftj  alone  5  and  abide  contentedly  un- 
der its  Ihadow  without  wandermuc  from  it,  or  eolng 
from  tree  to  tree,  as  many  do,  iRkin;;  reft  or  ihelrcr. 
Surely  all  who  leave  Chrift,  and  wander  aiter  the  (ha- 
dow  of  creature  comforts,  or  their  own  doings,  for  re- 
lief, will  difquict  themfelvcs  in  vain  ;  for  there  is  no 
teft  or  ihelter  any  where,  but  und»"rr  the  fliadoAf  of  the 
Tree  of  life.  Here  only  you  will  find  protection  and 
provinon  :  This  made  the  fpouf::  fay,  Cant.  ii.  3.  "  I 
fat  down  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  and  hij 
fruit  was  fweet  to  my  talte." 

Let  all  thofe,  who  have  experienced  the  fafety  and 
fweetnefs  of  ChriiVs  ihadow  and  fruit,  blefs  God  that 
gave  them  counfel,  and  drew  them  to  this  happinefs. 
See  that  you  abide  clofe  under  this  (hadow,  and  make 
it  your  continual  refort.  Chrift  fpeaks  to  you,  as  David 
to  Abiather,  when  he  fled  to  him  from  Saul's  cruelty. 
**  Abide  thou  with  me,  fear  not,  for  he  that  feekedx 
my  life,  feeketh  thy  life,  but  with  me  thou  (halt  be  in 
fafeguard."  Like  wife  pity  and  pray  for  them  who  flight 
the  Tree  of  life,  and  arc  going  through  all  the  trees  of 
the  wood  for  reft  and  fatisfaftion,  but  cannot  find  ir. 
O  commend  this  bleiTedTree  to  them,  and  invite  them 
to  come  and  fit  down  under  the  (hadow  of  it,  where 
they  will  find  all  things.  Say  to  them  as  Philip  to 
Nathaniel,  **  Come  and  fee  "  Be  alfu  looking  out,  and 
longing  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  Tree  of  life  in  tiie 
Paradilc  above,  where  you  Ihall  eternally  fing  among 
the  branches  of  it,  meet  with  all  your  friends,  and  eat 
the  fruits  with  a  far  better  appetite  and  reliih  than  ever 
any  did  here  below. 
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ADVICE    XVL 

From  Ifa.  xxxii.  2.  ^A  man  Jhall  he  a  hiding-place  frm 
the  windy  and  a  covert  front  the  tcmpeft^ 

WHATEVER  ftorms  or  ten»pefts  believers  are  ex- 
pofed  to  here,  ChTid  is  an  excellent  (hclter  and  hiding 
place  from  ihcm.  Before  Adam's  fall,  that  fin  cntcrol 
into  the  worlJ,  all  was  calm  and  fcrcne  j  but  fincethat, 
the  world  is  become  a  weary  wildernefs,  full  of  tem- 
peils ;  and  as  foon  as  one  is  laid,  another  is  ready  to 
blow.  There  afe  ftorms  of  outward  affli6lions,  fick- 
r.efs,  loffcSy  and  dilnppointments,  And  many  wrath  like 
difpcnfations  of  providence  ;  there  are  dorms  of  temp- 
tations from  fatan,  challenges  from  confcience,  tliunder- 
ings  from  mount  Sinai,  defertions  from  God,  reproach^ 
cs  and  perfccuticns  from  the  world  :  And  yet  all  ihcfc 
ftorms  here,  are  but  like  drops  before  the  fliowerj  if 
compared  with  the  terrible  ftorm  of  wrath  to  corric, 
which  is  abiding  the  ungodly  and  unbelieving.  But 
glory  to  infinite  wifdom  and  free  love,  for  finding  out  a 
proper  Hiding-place  for  loft  fumers  amid  thefe  ftorms, 
to  which  we  are  called  to  turn,  Zcch.  ix.  12.  "  Turn 
ye  to  the  ftrcnghcld,  ye  prlfoners  of  hope."  The  Man 
Chrift  is  an  excellent  Strong- held  and  Hiding-place  a- 
gainft  all  ftorms  whatfoever ;  in  him  there  is  fufl5cicnt 
loom  and  accommodation  for  us,  his  ivounds  are  wide, 
his  mercy  large,  his  merits  infiuite,  his  offers  free,  his  rfl//f 
moft  gracious  aiid  cxtenfive,  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  **  Look  to 
ir-c,  and  be  ye  faved,  ail  the  ends  of  the  earth,**  The 
accefs  is  declared  free,  and  the  way  patent,  to  all  who 
turn  to  the  Strong-holil  for  ftielter,  and  never  was  any 
excluded  that  turned  to  it. 

A  crucified  Jelus,  O  communicants,  reprefented  to 
you  in  the  facrament,  is  the  Strong- hold  and  Hiding- 
place,  to  which  you  are  called  to  turn  by  faith  for  ftici- 
tcr  and  fafety,  from  the  fword  of  juftice.  In  him  there 
•k\f:  excellent  clefts  for  fticlter,  Cant.  ii.  14.  and  which 

you 
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you  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with.  There  are  the 
clefts  of  his  ivautids  and  merits,  which  all  Chrijl^s  doves 
fl^e  to  when  Itorms  arife.  There  is  ah'b  the  clefr  of  his 
pQiver^  the  clefts  of  his  tvi/dom^  the  cleft  of  his  love^  and 
the  cleft  of  his  falthfulnefs ;  many  a  ftorm  have  they 
tfcaped  in  tliefe  clefts.  In  this  hiding-place  there  are 
alfo  chambers  of  fifety,  to  which  you  may  retire  when 
the  tempeits  h!ov^,  Ifa.  xxvi.  20.  'If'hcTe  are  the  r/;j«i- 
lers  cf  ChriR's  oficts  and  fwect  relations^  which  he  hath 
aflumed  for  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  believers;  in 
each  of  thcfe  many  of  them  have  found  flielter  wheu 
ftorms  have  blown.  There  is  alfo  the  pleafant  chamber 
of  his  covenant^  with  the  clofets  of  its  promifesy  which 
afford  fwcet  retiring  places  in  tempefluous  times.  O 
ftudy  to  be  acquainted  with  them.  David  was  well  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  well-ordered  covenant  and  its  promi- 
fcs,  and  had  his  recourfe  thereto  in  troublous  times,  and 
particul.?rly  when  he  was  threatened  with  the  ftorm  of 
death/  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5  "  Although  my  houfc  be  not 
fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlafting 
covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure';  this  is  all  my 
falvation."  And  he  pleads  the  promifcs  of  his  cove- 
nant for  his  fafety,  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  "  Remember  the 
word  to  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou  haft  caufed  me 
■  to  hope"  Com.e  then,  by,  the  exercife  of  faith,  and 
fliUt  yourfelves  up  in  thefc  fwee*"  chambers  at  the  Lord's 
table,  and  take  complacency  in  viewing  antl  walking 
through  them. 

Chrift  crucified  is  a  Covert  and  Hiding-place  to  he- 
licversi  and  to  every  thir.g  that  belongs  to  them :  He  is 
even  a  Covert  to  their  bodies  in  time  of  danger  ;  fo  was 
he  to  his  difciples,  when  the  ftorm  was  breaking  upon 
himfelf,  John  xviii  8.  "  If  ye  feek  me,  let  thefe  go 
their  way."  But  more  efpecially,  he  is  a  Covert  to 
their /ou/s^  thefe  he  accounts  precious  as  his  jeiveis  j  he 
hides  them  in  his  wounds,  and  **  keeps  them  by  his 
power  through  faith  unto  falvation."  He  is  aUb  a  Cor 
vert  to  their  graces,  and  keeps  them  iu  life  when  ready 
to  die,  and  faves  thtni  from  being  overwhelmed  in  the . 
day  of  tempeft.  What  had  become  of  David  and  of 
Peter's  grace,  under  violent  ftorms  of  temptation,  if  he 
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had  not  been  a  Covert  to  theoi.  Many  a  time  faidi  he 
preferred  Utit  fmoking  JUx  and  the  bruifiJ^rted^  vader 
the  moft  dangerous  ftorms.  Likewife  Chrlft  k  a  Co- 
vert to  their  evidences  and  marks  of  grace  ;  he  prefisifes 
them,  and  keeps  them  legiblci  after  many  blots  whicli 
fin  and  fatan  do  caft  upon  them.  He  hath  die  UcAed 
art  of  recovering  and  clearing  up  their  evidencesi  whea 
they  are  frequently  given  up  for  loft  in  times  of  back- 
Aiding. 

Let  all  conGder  how  miferable  they  are  who  faaie 
no  intereft  in  this  Hiding-place  ^  you»  that  are  oat  of 
Chrifty  have  no  covert  from  the  tempeft ;  you  caa  oei* 
ther  have  fafety  nor  comfort  in  times  of  troubie.  Naft 
when  any  ftorm  blows  from  without  againft  yoot  t 
guilty  confcience  will  be  ready  to  raife  the  ftorm  with* 
in  ;  and  alfolRiow  you  a  more  terrible  ftorm  gatberifig 
againft  you,  even  the  wrath  that  is  to  come ;— *wnA| 
ftill  coming  but  never  all  come ; — a  ftorm  that  will  ftill 
be  blowing,  but  never  will  blow  over.  O  what  will 
become  of  you,  if  death  come  upon  you  in  this  (heher- 
lefs  ftate,  while  out  of  Chrift,  the  only  hidtag-place  ^ 
—to  be  furc,  then,  "  hell  will  follow  the  pale  horfc* 
To  whom  then  will  ye  flee  for  help  or  fhelter  ?  The 
rocks  or  hills  will  net  be  a  hiding-place  to  you,  if  Chrift 
do  not  hide  you.  No  creature  will  (kreen  or  pity  yeu, 
if  Chrift  do  it  not.  All  the  creatures  will  uke  part 
with  their  Creator  againft  you,  and,  inftead  of  hidiag 
you,  they  will  be  ready  to  divulge  and  accufe  you  to  the 
purfuer,  the  juftice  of  God.  If  you  cry  to  tlie  hearens, 
O  cannot  the  vaft  expanded  heavens  afbrd  me  a  hiding' 
place  from  the  tempeft  ?  No,  will  they  fay,  there  is  no 
refuge,  no  entrance  here  for  the  (lighters  of  Chrift,  wc 
will  open  only  to  rain  fire  and  brimftone>  and  fiiiiottS 
ftorms  upon  their  heads.  If  you  look  to  the  air,  sod 
fay,  Is  there  no  hiding- place  through  the  vaft  regions 
of  the  air  for  me  >  No,  the  air  is  tranfparent,  and 
will  difcover  the  criminal,  and  will  raife  a  whirlwind 
of  wrath  to  blow  you  into  hell.  If  you  cry  to  the  fea, 
Is  there  no  hiding  place  in  all  the  depths  of  the  fpaci- 
ous  fea  to  ftielter  me  from  the  Lamb's  wrath  ?  No, 
the  fea  will  give  up  her  dead  to  be  judged,  and  will 
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irage  futloufly  ftgabft  you.  If  you  look  to  tbe  earthi  Is 
there  no  cave  nor  pit  in  all  the  earth  to  hide  me  from 
Ae  dreadful  ftorm  ?  No,  the  eardi,  inftead  of  hiding 
.  ji>u,  will  open  its  mouth  and  let  you  go  quick  down  to 
Aellf  for  flighting  the  wounds  of  Chrifi  that  were  open- 
ed to  (belter  you* 

O  let  every  finner  then  flee  now,  while  it  is  time,  to 
diefe  UeflTed  wounds  of  JeAis  for  fafety :  *'  Be  of  good 
comfort,  O  (inner,  rife,  hecalleth  thee ;"  rife  and  con^ej 
fi9  there  is  yet  room  y  forOike  all  faUe  flielters  and  ly- 
ing refuges.  Abfotute  mercy,  a  blamelefs  walk,  con- 
viSibiis,  refolutions,  prayers^  tears,  ordinances,  mini- 
ftcrsy  will  not  be  a  hiding-place  to  you,  if  Cbrift  be  ne- 
gle&ed.  Nothing  can  &tisfy  jaftice,  nor  flcreen  from 
iwrathy  but  the  wounds  and  blood  of  the  Redeemer; 
tiicrefore  fee  to  make  thefe  only  your  covert  and  hiding* 

It  concerns  ail  to  try  if  they  have  got  into  this  hid- 
ing-place, and  if  tliey  be  among  Chrift's  bidden  ones : 
Ho  believers  are  called,  Pfal.  Ixxxiii.  3.  If  you  be  a- 
mong  ibcfe  hidden  ones,  you  will  have  a  hidden  life, 
sumI  be  acquainted  with  a  life  of  fecrct  prayer  and  cor- 
vefpondence  wkh  heaven,  ^nd  a  Kfe  of  faith  and  lean- 
'ing  upon  tbe  Son  of  .God  \  you  will  have  hidden  food> 
«neat  the  wccld  knows  not  of,  the  hid  manna  of  com- 
snufuon  with  God.  You  will  have  hidden  clothing, 
sumI  be  acquainted  with  putting  off  your  own  rags,  and 
putting  on  the  hidden  garment  of  Chriil's  righte(m& 
ficfs*  Ton  will  have  hidden  ftrength,  and  be  acquainted 
'wkh  borrowing  ftrength  from  Chrift,  both  for  work 
and  warfare.  Ton  will  live  upon  hidden  fuppoits  in 
dark  and  calamitous  times,  asd  draw  comfort  from  the 
promifes,  and  make  thefe  the  ground  of  your  hope. 
If  you  be  in  Chrift  as  your  hiding-place,  you  will  be  a- 
iRong  Cfarift's  poor  and  needy  ones>  for  it  is  to  fuch  he 
is  a  refuge,  Ifa.  xxv»  4. '  Do  you  fee  your  own  empti- 
iieie^  ill'deiervingSy  smd  infufficiency,  and  depend  upoa 
free  mercy  for  every  crumb  i  Are  you  ftill  begging  at 
a  throne  of  grace,  and  inclining  to  exalt, free  grace  i 
feying,  ^<  Not  unto  us^  but  unto  Chrift  be  the  giory  */' 
be  is  ^  all  our  falvation  and  all  our  defire.  Happy  are 
they  who  can  lay  claim  to  thefe  marks. 

3  I  %  AQVIC?. 
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ADVICE   xvn. 

From  I  Kings  xiz.  9.     Tht  Lord  p^id  unto  bim^  Wb^iof 
tbcu  b€re^  Eiijab  / 

IT  is  the  concern  of  evf  17  man  to  be  always  in  ctfe 
to  give  account  to  God  of  his  errand  and  defignincfO- 
ry  piece  of  ^-ork  he  is  employed  in ;  and  fo  on^tcon- 
municants  at  the  Lord's  table ;  when  God  or  his  miiii- 
fters  aflc  them,  as  the  I^rd  did  Elijah,  •<  What  doft 
thou  here,  communicant  r"  What  is  your  bufineft  and 
errand  at  this  tabic  ?  Can  you  fay,  1  have  many  er> 
rands  here ;  I  come  upon  my  Saviour's  call,  to  cele- 
brate the  memorial  of  his  dying  love,  that  his  name 
may  be  remembered  to  all  generations  ?  **  And  wor- 
diy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  ftain/*  to  be  admired,  adoicd, 
and  piT>ifc;d  for  ever.  I  come  alfo  to  fubfcribe  andfeil 
a  maniage  contract  with  him  in  the  mod  folemn  roan- 
ner,  before  all  the  Per  fens  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  be- 
fore the  clt£^  anpcls,  and  before  all  the  congregation. 
-Seeing  Chrill  doth  once  more  call  me  to  it,  after  many 
a  broken  tryil,  and  hath  pu\  on  his  marriage- robes,  his 
/clyed  garments,  to  win  and  engage  my  heart,  I  come  to 
join  hands  with  him  before  God,  angels,  and  men,  and 
take  them  »I1  wirnefTes  to  tlie  bargain.  Surely  this  is  a 
good  errand  :  O  that  the  long  fpoken  of  match  may 
now  hold. 

Can  you  fay,  I  am  come  to  a  rich  and  liberal  Saviour, 
to  fupply  my  needs  out  of  his  fulncfs.  I  come  on  a 
good  day,  when  he  ufes  to  deal  bountifully  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  to  fay  to  them,  as  the  king  to  Efther, 
*'  What  is  thy  petition  ?  and  what  is  thy  requeft  r 
Well,  is  thy  petition  ready  ?  Doll  thou  come  wiihtlic 
publican's  petition,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  fin- 
ner  ?"  Or  with  David's  petition,  "  Lord  be  merciful 
to  me ;  heal  my  foul,  for  I  have  (inned  againft  thee  ?" 
l)r  with  that  petition,  *'  Purge  me  with  hyflbp,  and  I 
Ihall  be  clean  \  wafh  me,  and  1  fliall  be  whiter  than  the 
fnow  V*  Or  with  that,  <*  Let  my  foul  live,  and  itfliaU 
praife  thee  V*.    Or,  do  you  come  with  the  fpoufc'spcti* 
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*  "fions  and  requeftsi  "  Draw  mc,  and  wc  will  run  after 
thee.  Awake,  O  north*  wind  \  and  come,  thou  fouth ; 
blow  upon  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow 
out  ?"  Surely  thefc  petitions  are  agreeable  to  your  Re- 
iltemer;  fee  that  you  infift  upon  them,  and  prcfs  for 
on  anfwer.  Study  to  have  a  lively  feeling  at  this  time 
af  all.  your  wants.  Would  you  have  them  all  fupplied 
att>nce  ?  Then  come  and  embrace  a  crucified  Jcfus  in 
the  arms  of  faith,  and  he  will  fully  anfwer  them  all. 
Would  you  have  all  your  five  fcnfes  fatisfied  at  once  > 
Behdd  Chrift  invites  you  to  come  to  him  to  get  it  done. 
Would  you  have  the  fenfe  of  feeing  fatisfied  ?  Then 
he  fays  to  you,  "  Look  to  me,  and  be  ye  favcd.  Be- 
hold me,  behold  me  !  Behold  king  Solomon  with  the 
crown  on  his  head  !"  Would  you  have  the  fenfe  of 
hearing  fatisfied  -?  Then,  faith  he,  "  Incline  thine  ear  ; 
hearken  to  me  ;  give  ear  to  my  voice."  Would  you 
have  the  fenfe  of  tailing  fatisfied  ?  He  faith,  "  O  tafte 
and  fee  that  God  is  good."  Would  you  have  the  fenfe 
of  touching  fatisfied  ?  He  faith,  "  Reach  hither  thy 
hand,  thruft  it  into  my  fide,  feel  the  wounds  made  by 
the  fpear  and  the  nails."  Would  you  have  the  fenfe 
of  fmcUing  fatisfied  ?  Come  then  to  Chrift,  whofe 
•*  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  ;"  and  whofe  "  gar- 
ments fmell  of  aloes,  myrrh,  and  caffia."  Come  here, 
and  get  ail  your  fpiritual  fenfes  fatisfied  at  Chrill's  full 
fcaft. 

,  OhjeEi  But  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  among  thefe  in- 
vited guefls  that  Chrift  will  make  welcome.  Anf, 
Have  you  any  of  the  fcripture-charafters  of  thofe  that* 
Chrift  invites  ?  Are  you  among  his  friends  ?  Do  you 
wifti  well  to  his  caufe  and  intereft  ?  Then  Chrift  faith 
to  you^  *•  Eat,  O  friends,"  Cant.  v.  i.  Is  your  heart 
open  to  Chrift's  offers,  and  willing  to  accept  him  in  all 
his  offices  ?  Then  he  faith  to  fuch,  he  *•  will  co.ne  iii 
and  fup  with  them.  Rev.  iii.  20.  Doth  your  heart  love 
him  ?  Then  he  faith,  He  "  will  manifeit  himfelf"  to 
fuch,  John  xiv.  21.  Are  you  poor  and  needy  ?  Then 
he  faith,  "  The  needy  (ball  not  be  forgotten,"  Pfal.  ix. 
18.  Do  you  fee  yourfelf  a  loft  finner  ?  Then  he  faith. 
He  is  <<  come  to  feek  and  call  fuch/'  Luke  xix.   10. 

Mat. 
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Mat.  ir«  13.  Do  yo«  fed  fin  to  be  a  hctrjr  buniai  ? 
Then  })e  bads  the  *<  heavy  ladkn  come  tDliim»''  Mat  ia« 
2B.  Arc  yoo  fick>  and  much  difticflcd  i  Tlvn  CUi 
chnfet  to  entertain  and  conircfffe  widi  fndit  Mattfa.  ia. 
1 2.  Do  yon  hunger  and  thtift  ibc  Cbrifk  i  He  fiad^ 
^  He  fills  the  hungry  with  good  thinga/'  Ltdoe  L  5}. 
Are  you  fcnfible  of  backflidinga  ^  He  inraea  fixh  ta 
cone  to  htnit  Jcr.  iii.  14.  Are  yon  defivons  to  put  on 
the  wcddini^  garment  of  imputed  rightcon£nc6  ?  Tbeay 
to  be  fure,  yon  fhall  neither  be  excclnded  aoa  ncf/kA 
ed.  Do  you  earneftly  feck  for  hia  holy  Spirit  ?  He  it 
furcs  you  he  is  more  villing  to  give  the  SfHrit  to  Aeai 
that  aik  it,  than  loving  parents  are  to  give  bread  to 
their  hungry  children.  What  is  mens  con^iafliott  fta 
their  children  in  oonaparifoo  of  Chrift'a  tx>  his  i  WcHy 
then,  you  imay  reft  on  Chiift'a  word  ;  for  he  is  lol 
more  fiec  in  making  pTomifis,  than  faithful  in  makkf 
them  good.  Hs  is  a  God  that  keeps  'covenant  tn  a 
tbouLnd  generations*  Venture  then  upon  hb  wanly 
and  come  to  his  table  with  hope  and  eape£btticKi  to  get 
all  your  wants  fup plied. 

Let  me  again  adv  you»  as  God  did  FJijahy  What  doft 
thou  here,  communicant  \  Can  you  fayv  that  you  aic 
come  to  get  a  heart- ad^6ling  fight  of  the  blood  and 
wounds  of  the  glorious  Redcemev,  fo  as  yos  raay  love 
Chrift,  and  hate  fia  more  than  ever  !  Tl^t  is  a  good 
errand,  and  what  God  will  furely  approve.  Come^ 
then»  drjw  near,  as  it  were,  to  the  foot  of  the  aofs, 
;in;k  take  a  narrow  and  clofe  view  of  his  wounds,  and 
of  the  blood  th.tt  dreams  from  them.  Obferve  hov 
fait  the  blood  runs  down  frooa  his  hands  to  the  groundf 
f.iiler  than  ever  tears  ran  down  from  your  eyes  for  finf 
that  c^ufcd  the  (hedding  of  his  blood  !  Chrift  is  not 
fparing  of  his  blood  for  you,  however  fparing^  you  be  of 
your  tears  for  him.  Drav/  yet  nearer,  and  lay  yov  ear 
to  his  wounds,  efpecially  his  five  big  wonxids  in  hit 
hands,  feet,  and  fide  ;  which,  like  fo  many  months,  are 
wide  opened  to  fpcak  to  believing  conimuaicants.  Lift- 
en  and  hear  what  they  fay  :  What  is  the  language  of 
the  two  wouixls  in  his  hands  ?  "  Gome  to  me,  and  caft 
your  guilty  ibul  into  my  bleeding  out-ftretdied  anns,f 

and 


ttfid  Pll  CaV€  you  from  the  fw6rd  of  juftic?*  Lay  your 
•ar  to  the  two- wounds  in  hid  feet,  and  hear  what  they 
foy,  ^«  Run  to  in€|  and  call  youtfelf  down  at  my  feet,' 
and  I'll  prote£k  you  from  the  avenger  of  blood.  Heark- 
en to  the  deep  wound  in  his  fide,  faying,  "  Fiec  to 
mCj  O  trembling  dove,  and  I'll  flielter  thee  in  this 
cleft  of  the  Rock :"  Thou  haft  now  free  accefs  to  the 
Ark,  behold  the  window  opened  in  the  fide  of  it ;  look 
in  at  it,  and  fee  my  heart  burning  with  love  :  Yea, 
thruft  in  thy  hand  to  my  fide  (unbelieving  Thomas) 
and  feel  my  bleeding  heart,  how  warm  it  is  to  you^ 
and  be  no  more  faithlefsp  but  believing.'' 

O  communicant,  can  you  come  to  the  foot  of  Chrift's 
crofs,  and  fee  his  wounds,  and  hear  fuch  language,  and 
your  hearts  not  be  s6fe£ted  with  love  to  Chritt,  anvl 
lutred  to  fin  ?  Can  you  behold  Chrift  thus  cruelly  ufed, 
nailed  to  the  tree,  bleeding  and  dying  in  your  room  ^ 
Can  you  fee  the  heavens  turning  black,  the  fun  draw* 
ing  in  its  head,  the  earth  quaking,  and  the  rocks  rend-^ 
ing  at  the  fufferin^s  oi  the  Son  of  God,  and  your  heart 
not  quake  for  fin,  that  awakened,  the  fword  of  juftice 
againft  him  as  our  Surety.  O.  what  caufe  have  you  to 
be  a(hamed  of  the  hardnefs  and  unconcernednefs  of 
your  heart  at  fuch  a  fight,  and  to  cry  to  God  thit  Lhe 
heart  of  (lone  may  be  changed  into  an  heart  of  fledi, 
and  that  the  fire  of  ClirilVs  love  may  dcfcsnd,  and 
kindle  fuch  a  flame  in  your  foul,  as  may  melt  your 
frozen  affections,  and  confume  the  ftubbte  of  yourluds 
and  corruptions.     Of  old  the  Lord  ufed  to  anfwer  his 

Jeoples  prayers  and  facrifices,  by  fire  from  heaven  : 
'ray  that  he  may  anfwer  your's'in  like  manner,  by 
kindling  a  holy  fire  in  your  Ibul,  as  he  did  in  the  health 
of  the  two  difciplee  going  to  Emmaus  ;  even  a  twofold 
fire,  to  wit,  a  fire  of  love  to  Chrift,  and  a  fire  of  indig* 
nation  againft  fin.  O  love  the  Lord  Jefus  as  your 
treafure  and  portion  ;  let  your  thoughts  be  mainly  up* 
on  him,  and  your  fouls  breatliing  after  him.  Be  much 
concerned  for  his  intereft  and  caufe,  and  for  the  fpread- 
ing  of  his  kingdom  and  glory  in  the  world.  And  be 
looking  out,  and  longing  for  the  full  and  perfeft  en- 
joyment of  him.     Likewife  keep  up  a  ftrong  averfion 

to 
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to  Cn,  and  to  what  ie  oppoGte  to  Chrift,  and  injimovi 
to  hii  i.itcrclt:  and  kingdom  ;  look  always  upon  fin  u 
tl.c  ^rand  memy  and  murdcKr  of  Chrift  j    and  thc»» 

ioxtr.  do  Dot  fpare  it» 


ADVICE    X\III. 

Frcm  John  v.  6.     Jefus faith  unto  him^  Wilt  tbouhtfMib 
whole  ? 

THIS  miraculous  healing  pool  of  BetheiHa,  at  which 
tlie  impotent  man  had  lien  thirty  eight  years,  was  a 
type  of  the  Mt  fliah,  and  the  fountain  of  his  blood  p- 
pencd  and  ftt  forth  in  gofpcl- ordinances,  for  healing 
all  our  fpirituai  difcafcs.  AnVi  Chrift*s  method  of  heal- 
ing this  mv»n  tcache*  us,  that  if  we  would  be  healed,  we 
niuft  be  willing  to  wait  at  the  pool  of  ordinances,  till 
tl'.e  Spirit  come  to  ftir  the  waters,  apply  the  blood,  and 
ctRfdl  the  cure.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  we  muft  be 
fenCble  of  our  difeafe,  and  look  up  to  Chrift,  our  great 
Fhyflcian,  with  tarneft  defires  for  healing.  This  is  im- 
ported in  Chrift's  queftion, "  Wilt  thou  be  made  whole?" 

O  communicants,  you  are  difeafed  by  fin,  and  the 
plagues  of  your  hearts  ;  thefe  have  blafted  the  primi- 
tive beauty  of  the  foul,  and  brouj^ht  on  it  a  ghaftly  de- 
formity, with  much  pain  and  weaknefs-  Your  difeafes 
are  manifold  :  Atheiftical  thoughts,  mifbelicf,  and  igno- 
rance of  God*s  truths,  are  wotul  plagues  ;  hardnefs  of 
heart,  and  earthly. mindednefs,  formality,  and  hcart- 
wandcrings  in  duty,  trufting  to  your  own  righteouf- 
refs,  ingratitude,  and  backllidlngs  from  God  ;  thefe  arc 
difeafes  you  ought  all  to  be  fenfible  of,  God  would  have 
**  every  man  to  know  the  plague  of  his  own  heart." 
1  Kings  viii.  38.  in  order  to  his  being  made  u'hole. 
Thefe  are  the  fick  that  Chrift  is  ready  to  come  to  heal, 
IMat.  ix.  12.  Chrift  firft  makes  men  fick  and  fenfible, 
before  he  makes  them  whole.  Have  you  then  any 
a^^quaintance  with  this  healthful,  preparatory  ficknefs  r 
Have  you  been  made  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  nature 

of 
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of  your  difeafe,  and  thoughtful  and  folicitout  about  the 
iflue  of  it  ?  Hav€  you  been  made  to  groan  and  moan 
under  the  burden  of  your  diieafe,  faying,  '*  I  am  trqu* 
bled  and  bowed  down  nreatiy,  I  go  mourning  all  the 
day  long  ?"  Have  you  feen  there  is  no  healing  in  your* 
fclvesi  or  in  your  conviftions,  prayers,  tears,  or  rofor- 
inations  ?  and  that  it  is  only  in  Chrifl,  who  hath  an  ixy> 
finite  fulneffi  of  merit  and  Spirit  ta  fuit  your  defperate. 
malady  ?  Are  you  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  Phyfician's 
prefcriptions  for  healing  ?  fie  the  pill  or  potion  never 
fo  bitter,  you  will  fwallow  it ;  Is  it  your  cry,  **  Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?''  Thefe  are  tokens  of  a 
right  preparatory  ficknefs.  May  the  holy  Spirit,  work 
tfaeni  in  you. 

The  great  meritorious  means  of  your  healing,  is  the 
blood  of  Jfefus  Cbrift,  which  is  fet  before  you  in  the 
facrament,  for  you  to  look  to  apd  apply  by  faith.  As 
the  Ifraelites  were  made  fenlible  of  dieir  (lings  before 
they  looked  to  the  brazen  ferpent  for  healing  ;  fo  mull: 
vt  in  order  to  your  prizing  of  Chriil,  ancV  looking  to  . 
his  blood  for  healing  your  fpiritual  plagues.  Now  the 
fountain  is  open,  and  the  healing  (Ireams  run  freely  on 
both  fides  of  the  table  :  Come  then,  with  a  feeling  of 
your  difeafes,  and  bathe  in  them  for  curing  your  hard 
hearts,  your  blind  eyes,  your  weak  hands,  your  feeble 
kneesi  your  lame  feet,  and  cold  afie^ions.  O  impo- 
tent  man,  are  you  lying  at  the  Hde  of  the  pool  while 
the  waters  are  (lirring  ^  Have  you  no  (tret^th  to  niove 
forwards  and  is  there  none  to  put  you  in  !  O  then  look 
up  to  Chrid,  that  healed  the  in  potent  man  after  many 

Jears  waiting  \  look  to  him  by  faith,  as  he  calls  you, 
fa«  xlv.  22.  '^  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth."  As  1  offer  myfelf  to  every  difeafed 
foul  in  particular,  as  well  as  to  all  in  general  >  fo  Itt 
every  foul  embrace  me  as  his  Saviour,  and  apply  my 
blood  to  his  particular  difeafes.  Faith  is  a  healing 
grace,  not  only  its  touches,  but  its  very  looks,  are  heal- 
ing ;  hence  Chriil  faid  to  feverals  who  were  h^aled^ 
"  Tliy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole."  O  fee  then  if 
you  have  got  this  healing  faith. 

Vol.  Ill/  3  K  ^ief. 
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^uefl.  How  may  I  know  if  my  faith  be  of  this  kind } 
An/.  A  heaKng  faith  will  make  the  foul  heartily  ap- 
prove the  gofpel- method  of  falvation,  embrace  God'a 
teftimoiiy*  and  clofe  with  his  gofpel-offer  in  all  refpefis. 
And  it  hath  in  it  an  appropriating  truft  and  confidence 
in  the  merit  and  virtue  of  Chnft's  blood,  offin'ed  to  the 
finner,  in  particular,  for  his  pardon  and  healing ;  which 
makes  him  red  upon  Chrift  as  his  Saviour^  and  ven- 
ture his  foul  and  falvation  upon  his  merits  and  promife. 
In  this  healing  faith  of  a  difeafed  (inner,  there  is  a  par- 
ticular acceptance  of,  and  confidence  in  a  crucified 
Chrift,  correfponding  to  that  free  gofpel- offer  which  he 
makes  of  himfelf  to  the  diftrefied  foul.  This  faith 
brings  him  to  a  fixed  refolution  to  ly  at  the  Phyfician'a 
door,  and  depend  upon  him  alone  for  healing.  And  it 
makes  him  caft  open  all  the  doors  and  rooms  of  his 
fool,  to  receive  and  entertain  this  Phyfician.  Now,  0 
poor  impotent  foul,  if  there  be  fuch  a  faith  as  this 
wrought  in  thee,  then  thy  faith  in  Chrift  makes  thee 
whole.  The  healing  balm  is  applied,  the  cure  begun, 
and  (hall  (hortly  be  pcrfefted.  "  Be  of  good  cheer, 
thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee  \  Jefus  Chrift  maketh  thee 
whole." 

It  concerns  you  alfo,  to  try  if  the  happy  fruits  and 
effefls  of  this  healing  faith  appear  in  you,  whereby  you 
may  conclude,  that  the  ftrength  of  your  difeafe  is  brok- 
en, by  virtue  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  *,  and  that  you  have 
got  it  applied  for  curing  your  heart- atheifm,  hardnefs, 
unbelief,  pride,  carnality,  and  particularly  your  weak- 
nefs  of  hands^  and  feeblenefs  of  knees :  So  that,  thoagh 
formerly  they  were  fo  weak  and  feeble,  that  you  could 
not  lift  up  the  one,  nor  bow  down  the  other  in  prayer, 
with  any  fervency  and  livelinefs  5  yet  now  it  is  other- 
wife  :  Then  this  is  a  good  token  the  ftrength  of  the 
difeafe  is  broken,  Chriii  has  taken  you  into  his  hofpital, 
and  has  you  under  cure,  by  the  daily  application  of  his 
blood  and  Spirit,  and  you  arc  on  the  way  of  recovery. 
Can  you  fay  further,  that  your  drought  is  greatly  abat- 
ed, your  thirft  after  fin  and  the  world  ;  and  that  your 
appttite  for  foul-food,  communion  with  Chrift  in  ordi- 
n^nceS)  is  happily  increafed  ?    Can  you  bear  the  light 

better 
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better  than  before  ?  Do  you  love  fearching-fermons  ? 
All  thefe  are  good  figns.  Have  you  a  high  efteem  of 
your  Phyfician,  and  do  you  entertain  him  kindly  wheii 
he  vifits  you  ?  Have  you  recovered  more  ftrength  and 
wiilingnefs  to  ferve  him  in  the  way  of  commanded 
duties  ?  And  have  you  a  holy  fear  and  jealoufy  of  every 
thing  that  might  bring  on  a  relapfe  into  your  old  difr 
tempers  ?  Then  there  is  "  good  hope,  through  grace,*' 
that  your  faith  is  a  healing  faith,  the  work  of  healing 
IS  begun,  and  fo  far  carried  on.  Ghrift  is  our  Rock^ 
and  his  work  is  perfe<Sl. 

O  then  iludy  to  be  thankful  to  your  great  Phyficlan^ 
faying,  '^  What  (hall  I  render  unco  the  Lord  for  all  his 
benefits  towards  me  ?  Biefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and 
forget  not  all  his  benefits  :  Who  forgiveth  all  thine 
iniquities,  healeth  all  thy  difeafes,  and  redeemeth  thy 
foul  from  deftrudlion ;  who  reneweth  thy  youth  like 
the  eagles,  maketh  thee  run  and  not  weary,  walk  and 
not  faint.  Blefled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  who,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy^ 
hath  begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  refur- 
rediion  of  Jefus  Chrifl;  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance, 
incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away, 
referved  in  heaven  for  us/'  Then  the  cure  ihall  be 
JFully  perfe£ked,  and  we  (hall  dwell  always  bcfide  our 
l^hyfician,  and  enjoy  perfe£fc  and  uninterrupted  health 
for  ever  and  ever.  Exprefs  your  thankfulnefs  while 
you  are  here,  by  being  witnefles  for  Chrift,  (hining  as 
lights  before  others,  commending  Chrid  and  his  •ways 
to  them,  hating  all  (in,  abltaining  from  it  \  reproving 
iin  in  others,  and  tcfUfying  againll  it.  Be  meek  and 
lowly  in  your  carriage  %  deal  uprightly  with  all  men ;' 
love  all  that  bear  Chr ill's  image  ^  be  zealous  for  family- 
religion,  for  fan£tifying  the  fabbath,and  attending  God's 
ordinances.  Pray  earneftly  for  the  coming  of  Chri{t'» 
kingdom  upon  the  earthy  and  do  all  you  can  to  pro- 
mote it; 

Watch  and  pray  againft  backflidings  and  relapfes  in* 

to  old  diftempers,  and  for  that  end  be  humble  and  felf;^ 

difiident,  be  denied  to  your  own  ftrength  and  condudi 

and  be  always  jealous  of  your  cotrupt  and  deceitfu 

3  K  a  hearts.' 
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health.  *'  Live  by  fAith  upon  the  Son  of  God,"  bob 
ing  to  him  boch  for  rightcoufncft  and  ftrength.  And 
bocaufe  you  :)Te  invironed  with  enemiesy  **  put  on  die 
wholt:  aTinour  of  (>od^  that  yc  rr.ay  be  able  to  ftasdt* 
gainft  the  wiles  of  the  devil."  It  sip  not  the  armottrof 
your  own  refoiutions,  it  is  the  armour  of  God,  efor 
tie  graces  of  the  Spirit  \  it  is  not  fome  graceii  or 
parts  of  that  armour,  it  is  the  whole  armour,  aH  the 
Chriftian  graces.  It  is  not  enoui^h  to  have  the  armoor 
in  the  houfc,  or  grace  in  the  habit ;  no,  it  muft  be  pot 
on,  daijy  worn,  and  cxercifed.  God  hath  provided  dif- 
ferent pieces  of  armour  for  you,  the  fword  of  theS[wit, 
the  (hield  of  faith,  the  -helmet  of  hope,  the  breafi-plate 
of  rigliteoufncfs  *,  but  there  is  nothing  for  the  back, 
for  God  difowns  runaways,  Heb.  x.  38.  **  If  any  man 
draw  back,"  &c. 


ADVICE    XIX. 

From  Exod.  xii.  14.     And  this  dayjballhe  unto  you  for  a 
memorial. 

AS  the  paflbverfeail  was  a  memorial  both  of  die 
deliverance  from  Egypt,  and  the  redemption  by  Chiifti 
fo  a  communion  fabbath  is  a  memorial  of  fundry  re* 
markable  things,  and  ought  to  be  held  as  a  mo(t  me- 
morable day  by  every  believer  5  as  it  hrings  to  out  re- 
membrance the  greatcfl  events  and  blellings. 

.  I.  'A  communion- fabbath  is  a  lively  memorial  of 
Chrift's  jlcath,  for  the  facrament  adminiflered  that  day, 
by  breaking  of  bread  and  pouring  out  of  wine,  is  a  viG- 
ble  reprefentation  of  Chrill's  death,  by  the  breaking  of 
Chriii's  body,  and  pouring  forth  his  blood  on  the  crofs; 
an  event  winch  God  will  have  remembered  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  and  through  all  eternity.  Why  ?  becaufe 
by  it  God's  perfedlions  are  highly  glorified,  and  the 
cleft  world  redeemed  from  helU  Chrift  did  inflitute 
the  ordinance  to  be  a  (landing  monument  of  his  death 
while  the  world  Hands,  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  "  As  often  as  yc 
eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  (hew  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come  "  And  a  monument  of  the  won- 
derful love  of  God  in  giving  his  Son,  and  of  the  Son 

ia 
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i^  giving  lumfelf,  to  be  a  facrificc  for  our  fins,  who 
.\^erQ  utterly  unwQrthy  of  his  love.  By.  this  nricmorial 
God  would  teach  us  the  incftimable  value  §f  Chrift's 
d^arh}  a&  the  greeted  obligation  that  ever  he  put  upon 
the  world  ;  and  that  wc  ought  to  declare  our  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  favour,  in  the  moft  open  and  public 
fTianner ;  ami  rely  upon  Chrift's.  death  and  facrifice,  as 
the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes  of  p  trdon  and  falva- 
tion.  The  death  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  molt  worthy 
fubjeft  of  the  difcowrfe  and  praife  both  of  the  redeem- 
ed on  earth,  and  the  glorified  in  heaven,  according  to 
Rev.  i.  5  — v^  9.  12.  Hence  it  was,  that  Mofes  and 
ElisiSy  when  they  canie  from  heaven  to  mount  Tabory  to 
wait  upon  their  Lord,  when  tjansfigured,  they  made 
clK^ice  of  Chrlft's  death  for  the  fu'ojjci  of  their  con- 
verOttion,  Luke  ix.  51.  and  good  region,  for  Chriil's 
death  was  the  fpring-  and  caufe  of  all  their  glory  in  hea- 
ven \  neither  Mofes  nor  Elias  had  fhined  there,  if  it 
ha4  not  been  for  Chrill's  death. 

%*  A  communion-  fabbath  is  ai  fpecial  memorial  to  as 
of  Chrift's.  rcfurrcftlon  from  the  grave,  which  was  aa 
the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  hence  called  the  Lord*s 
4ay,  it  being  the  moft  honourable  day  to  our  Lord 
{ledeemer,  and  the  mod  joyful  day  to  all  the  redeem* 
ed  J  as  it  gave  a  clear  proof  of  the  perfcdlion  of  Chrift'g 
facrifice  he  offered  to  divine  juftice,  and  that  our  Sure- 
ty's fatisfa^ion  was  accepted  for  our  complete  juftifica- 
Oon  and  abfolution.v^  Hereby  it  appeared  that  the  eledk's 
d«bt  was  dilcharged,  their  redemption  finilhed,  and 
tl^r  Cautioner  lijerated  from  prifon.  This  day  Chrid 
Wf^s  **  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power."  As 
bis  death  did  (hew  him  co  be  truly  man,  fo  his  refur- 
re£lion  did  manifed  him  to  be  truly  God  and  the  great 
Redeemer  of  the  wqrld.  This  was  the  day  of  Carift's 
iri£tory  and  triumph,  in  which  he  Ibl-mnly  appeared  to 
be. the  Captain  of  omfalvation,  and  obtained  a  glori- 
ous vidory  over  all  his  and  the  church's  enemies.  This 
d^y  he  triumphed  over  the  grave,  death  and  hell,  and 
over  fin,  fatan,  and  wicked  men.  Now  death  was  un- 
fting^d*  the  grave  loft  its  purchafi,  the  ferpent's  hea<l 
was  bruifed>  the  powers  of  hell  vanqui{licd7  gnd  they 
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were  all  fwallowed  up  in  vif^oiy.  Likewife  Chrift,  1^ 
his  refurre^ion,  as  the  Head  of  the  church,  gave  to 
all  the  members  of  his  body  a  fure  pledge  and  eameft 
of  their  refurredion  from  the  grare  at  the  laft  daf,  to 
immortality  and  eternal  life.  And  on  thia  day  he  reft- 
ed  from  all  his  works  of  fufferihg  and  redemption,  and 
rejoiced  in  the  review  of  them  with  infinite  delight 
and  complacency*  Now,  a  confm union  fabbath  ii  a 
bright  memorial  of  this  glorious  day,  which  it  to  be 
had  in  ever  lading  remembrance.  O  believef^  remem- 
ber it  with  thankfulnefs  and  joy. 

3.  This  day  is  a  memorial  of  your  fpiritual  refm)> 
region  and  new  birthi  as  it  declares  your  reception  into 
God's  family,  and  feal&  your  title  to  the  privileges  of 
his  childreoi  that  you  are  born  '*  heirs  m  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Chrift,*'  of  the  heavenly  inheritance. 
And  though  the  Lord's  fupper  be  not  a  converting  or- 
dinance in  its  own  nature  *,  yet  the  preaching  of  a  cru- 
cified ChriH:  this  day,  has  been  the  means  of  converting 
many  thoufands,  and,  in  many  others,  of  beginning 
the  pangs  and  forerunners  of  the  new  birth,  to  witj 
faying  convictions  of  fin,  and  enquiries  after  Chrift, 
and  lalvation  through  him,  which  have  ended  in  their 
converfion.  O  pray  that  it  may  be  fuch  a  day  to  yott 
and  many  others. 

4.  This  day  is  a  memorial  of  your  marriage^day ; 
becaufe  on  it  you  enter  into  or  renew  your  marriage- 
covenant  with  Chrid  the  Bridegriom  of  the  church* 
Miniders,  by  the  gofpel-offers,  court  your  fouls  to 
Chrid,  faying,  as  thofe  did  to  Rebekah,  Gen.  xziv.  5s. 
**  Will  you  go  with  the  Man  Chrid  ?  On  the  commu- 
nion-day, you  folemnly  give  your  anfwer,  as  ihe  dirdi 
*<  We  will  go  i'*  and  at  the  Lord's  table  you  feal  your 
engagement  to  him.  Likewife  this  day  is  a  memoritl 
of  the  confummation  of  your  marriage  with  Chrilt  at 
the  great  day,  when  he  will  come^to  receive  home  his 
efpoufed  bride,  and  conduct  her  to  the  King's  palace 
with  joy  and  triumph.  O  prepare  and  long  for  that 
day. 

5.  The  communicii-fabbath  is  a  memorial  of  your 
crucifying  fin  which  was  thecaufe  of  your  Redeemer's 

death. 
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deaths  At  this  ordinance  you  draw  virtue  from  the 
death  of  Chrift,  to  kill  fin  and  mortify  ftrong  lufts. 
Many  wreftling  believers  have  been  enabled,  at  this  oc- 
cafion;  to  give  a  death's  wound  to  thofe  lufts  and  idols 
they!had  been  long  (Iruggling  againft  before.  Refolve, 
then,  in  Chrift's  ftrength,  that  fin  (hall  not  put- live  this. 
day  \  it  is  mod  juft  to  revenge  the  death  of  Chrift  up- 
on it. 

6.  A  communion-fabbath  is  a  memorial  of  Chrift's 
conqueft;  and  coronation :  For  on  this  day  Chrift  fre- 
quently receives  the  fruit  and  reward  of  the  travail  of 
his  foul  and  his  bitter  ^gonies^  by  overcoming  hearts, 
depofing  fatan  from  his  throne,  and  delivering  fouls 
from  his  thraldom,  and  tranflating  them  into  his  own 
kingdom.  And,  at  this  bccafion,  all  worthy  commu- 
nicants do,  as  it  were,  put  a  crown  of  glory  and  ho- 
nour upon  Chrift's  head,  by  renouncing  fin,  fatan,  and 
all  that  had  cxcrcifed  dominion  over  them  before,  and 

Siving  their  full  and  hearty  confent  that  Chrift  alone 
lall  reign  over  them  for  them.  Chrift  is  fo  delighted 
with  this,  that  he  efteems  it  as  his  coronation -day. 
Cant.  iii.  11.  O  come,  then,  and  yield  your  hearts 
to  Chrift,  and  pray  that  the  communion-day  may  be  a 
day  of  his  coronation  and  conqueft,  when  finners  (hall 
give  their  free  and  willing  confent  to  the  dethroning  of 
fatan,  and  enthroning  of  King  Jefus  \  come  under 
Chrift's  fceptre  and  government,  and  abandon  all  his 
cncinies  5  for  he  hath  heft  right  to  the  throne,  and  the 
jufteft  title  to  reign  over  you. 

7.  A  communion  fabbath  is  a  lively  memorial  an4 
epbleip  of  the  everlafting  fabbath  above,  and  the  hea- 
Tcnly  feaft  there  that  (hall  never  end,  which  Chrift  hath 
purchafed  and  promifed  to  his  people.  Why?  becaufe 
on  a  communion-fabbath  here,  thdre  is  an  affembling 
of  God's  people  to  give  thanks  for  redeeming  love,  and 
to  feed  upon  Chrift  and  his  purchafe,  with  fatisfad^ion 
and  fongs  of  praife.  In  like  manner,  in  the  heavenly 
fabbath,  there  will  be  a  great  gathering  of  all  the  faints 
through  all  the  world,  to  admire  and  praife  God  for  re- 
deeming goodnefs,  and  to  fit  down  and  feaft  with  Chrift 
|br  ever,  upon  the  benefits  of  his  purchafe.     O  how 

great 
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^reat  is  the  plt'ntv*  varif  t]r>  the  fulxiefii  of  proviCon  and 
rLtisfaAion^  which  is  at  the  upper-  table  !  there  -they  feed 
upon  eternal  redemption  frooi  hell  and  wrath*  perfed 
freedom  from  fm  and  fatan,  and  from  all  affliciions  and 
complaints.  They  feed  upon  the  glorious  prefehce  of 
God  in  human  nature,  the  conflant  ihininge  of  hb 
face,  ar.d  intimations  of  his  love  \  the  bright  difcoyeria 
of  the  works  of  God  in  crearion  and  providence, 
and  efpecially  in  the  redemption  of  men  by  Chrift. 
And,  in  this  feflival,  they  liave  ptrfcd  fatisfadion, 
joined  with  eternal  fongs  of  praife.  But^  O  how  far 
will  the  comniunlon»fabbath  above  excel  thofe  we  have 
here  below  !  Here  we  are  oft  put  to  mix:  our  praifei 
with  mourning  and  tears,  becaufe  of  fin  preyailingi  or 
the  Spirit  withcirawing.  Here  Judales,  and  unworthf 
goeils,  thrufl  in  among  the  difcipics  ;  but  at  the  higher- 
table  there  is  no  fuch  mixturei  all  is  pure  and  holy, 
and  there  is  nought  to  allay  their  joy.  Here  our  com- 
municn-fabbaths  are  foon  over,  and  have  nights»  week- 
days, and  trials  to  fucceed  them  ;  but  the  communion- 
fabbath  above,  the  fcaft,  mufic  and  aflembly,  arc  ever- 
lafting,  without  interruption  or  uneafinels  of  any  fort. 
O  then  improve  thefe  (hort  fabbaths,  as  memorials  and 
means  to  prepare  you  for  this  everlafting  fabbath  \  and, 
in  all  ordinances  here,  keep  your  eye  upon  the  heaven^ 
ly  feftival* 


ADVICE     XX. 

From  Jcr.  iii.  19.     How  Jhall  I  put  thee  among  the  cbil* 
dren  ^     Thou  Jhalt  call  me^  My  Father^ 

THOUGH  there  be  great  mountains  of  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  finncrs  fdvation,  yet  God,  in  his  free 
mercy,  hath  found  out  an  expedient  to  get  over  them  \ 
even  by  making  choice  of  God  as  our  God  and  Father 
in  Chrilh  That  you  may  admire  his  grace  ihe  more, 
take  a  view  of  the  difficulties  that  ly  in  the  way.     Cod 

might 
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Ifnigjht  fay,  "  How  (hall  I  put  thee  among  th^  chU- 
dren*'  of  my  family,  who  arc  the  oflFspring  of  apoftate 
and  rebellious  parents,  who  ungratefully  departed  from 
God  'without  any  provocation,  fold  themfelves  to  the 
devil  to  do  his  druligery,  and  rebelled  againft  a  moft 
gracious  God,  and  iovirig  Father  ?  And  how  (hall  I 
put  you,  that  have  finned  after  the  fimilitude  of  A- 
dam,  among  my  children  ?  How  fhall  I  be  reconciled 
to  fuch  treacherous  dealers  ?  Agaia,  he  might  fay» 
*•  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children,'*  who  arc 
condemned  rebels  in  the  hands  of  my  infinite  juftice^ 
and  whom  I  am  engaged  by  my  truth  to  deftroy,  hav- 
ing faid,  **  The  foul  that  finneth  (hall  die  ?*'  Here  is 
a  burning  mountain  of  juftice  in  the  way  of  your  fal- 
vation  5  how  (hall  mercy  get  over  it  to  help  you  ? 
**  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children,"  whofe 
hearts  are  full  of  enmity  againft  againft  me,  and  have 
all  your  days  been  plotting  with  the  devil,  and  aflifting 
bim  to  fight  againil  me,  and  pull  the  crown  off  my 
head  ?  "  How  (hall  1  put  you  among  my  children,** 
who  are  fo  deformed,  polhited  and  loathfome  creaturcs» 
as  black  as  hell  can  make  you,  who  have  all  your  days 
been  wallowing  in  the  mire,  and  drenched  in  the  pud- 
dle of  fin  ?  "  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children,*' 
who  have  been  all  your  days  Satan's  vaflals,  drudging  at 
his  work,  grinding  in  hia  prifon,  and  ferving  divers  lulls 
and  plcafures  ?  '*  How  (hdll  I  put  you  among  my  chil- 
dren," who  are  impotent  and  lam^,  cannot  run  my 
errands,  nor  move  one  Hep  in  my  fervice,  nor  do  any 
thing  to  pleafe  or  glorify  me  ^  "  How  (hall  I  put  you 
among  my  children,"  who  hate  my  children,  and  my 
image  in  them,  and  have  preferred  the  devil's  children 
to  mine  ?  *•  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children,'' 
that  hate  my  childrens  biead,  and  chufe  rather  to  feed 
on  hulks  with  the  fwine  ?  "  How  (hall  I  put  you  a- 
mong  my  children,"  that  never  liked  my  childrens 
work,  never  lovcfd  prayer,  praife,  nor  any  ipiritual  em- 
ployment ?  *'  How  ihall  £  put  you  among  my  chil- 
dren," who  are  finners  in  Zion,  have  fittcn  many  years 
under  gofpel  offers  and  calls  to  come  to  Chrill,  and 
have  flighted  them  all^  and  bolted  the  door  againli  my 
Vol.  III.  3  L  dear 
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df  ar  Son,  and  quenched  the  motions  of  my  Spirit  \ 
**  How  (hall  I  f  ut  you  amon^  my  childreD,**  who  hifc 
been  fo  i m pen i tint  and  hard  heaned  all  your  days,  ai 
never  to  drop  ont  ttar  for  any  of  ail  the  black  and  hei- 
nous Tint  ynu  h.^ve  con^mitted  againft  me  ?  **  How 
{hall  I  put  you  among  my  children/'  who  have  DCfcr 
kept  one  word  to  n^e,  hut  have  broke  all  your  baptiM 
engagements,  and  gon^  over  to  the  devil's  camp,  snl 
harboured  my  enemies  ?  O  how  is  it  that  God  cu 
con.e  over  the fe  n^.out.tainfiy  to  put  fuch  as  you  among 
the  children,  and  allov^  you  to  fit  dowoat  thechildrem 
table  and  eat  of  tlieir  bread  ?  How  is  this  co&Gftent 
with  the  honour  and  holinefs  of  God  ? 

BIc  ffed  be  God  vho  hath  found  out  a  way  for  hk 
mercy  to  come  over  all  thefe  mountains,  by  providing  a 
Mediator  and  Surety  to  fatisfy  juftice  for  our  fins,  and 
proclaiming  a  new  covenant,  that  whofocver  accepU  of 
the  Mediator,  and  makes  choice  of  God  as  his  God 
and  Father  in  him,  (hall  be  taken  into  God's  family, 
and  be  numbered  among  hjs  children,  notwithftanding 
of  all  that  you  have  done  to  provoke  him  to  caft  you  off* 
'<  Thou  ftalt  call  me  my  Father/'  Wonderful  con- 
defcenfion,  that  he  fhould  allow  fuch  prodigals  and 
runaways  at  all  to  fpeak  to  him,  and  far  more  that  he 
(hould  put  words  in  their  months,  and  fuch  kindlj 
wordb,  as  my  Father  !    Amazing  goodnefs  ! 

If  you  would  make  this  addrefs  aright,  and  take 
hold  of  hi.'  covenant,  fo  as  you  may  be  taken  in  among 
the  children  of  God,  and  allowed  to  come  to  his  table 
and  eat  of  their  bread ;  you  mud  be  truly  grieved  for 
your  long  rebelling  againft  your  heavenly  Father,  and 
flighting  his  offers  of  mercy  and  pardon  through  Chriftj 
you  muft  be  deeply  humbled  before  him,  and  fall  in 
with  the  gofpel-methed  of  accefs  to  him  by  a  Media- 
tor \  you  muft  quit  all  dependence  on  your  own  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  break  with  all  your  Father's  enemies; 
you  muft  make  a  free  and  hearty  choice  of  God,  as 
your  God  and  Father  in  Chrift,  refting  wholly  upon 
Chrift*s  mediation  and  rightcoufnefs  for  acceptance 
with  God  \  you  muft  make  a  furrendcr  of  yomfelves, 
and  all   you  have,  to   him|   and  engage   in  Chrift*s 

ftrength 
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ftvength  to  ferre  him,  m  obedient  chiMfcni  defiroas  to 
pteafe  your  F^het  in  att  things. 

~0  comer  then,  enter  into  corenant  with  Ood^  vr4, 
make  choice  of  htm  at  yovr  Father  in  Chiift  ;  thi^  is 
the  only  expedirnt  for  removing  the  difficiiitleft  ifi  thd 
t»r»y  of  your  falvation,  and  for  taking  you  into  God's 
fiatnihr,  and  nsmbertng  you  among  ms  children  ;  ham 
tefs  you  fait  tn  with  ity  yon  can  hate  no  right  to  the 
childrens  bread,  you  will  be  unworthy  corhilittmcsMffl^ 
Mid  eat  and  drmk  judgment  to  yotirifelte^  O  theft's 
prevent  iti  by  eiitering  into. covenant  with  God,  thaK 
you  noay  be  taken  In  amtfn^  the  chttdren.  O  young 
perfons,  let  me  put  the  matter  home  to  yofl»  as  Joflhua 
did  to  the  ifraelties,  **  Chi^fe  you  thie  day  whon^  yo'tt 
will  ferte  ?"  Chufe  you  whom  you  wtH  take  fov  your 
Father,  whether  God  or  the  devil !  Both  are  courting 
yo«r  hearts ;  which  of  them  trill  yoa  yieM  to  ?  Is  there 
any  fo  footi(h  as  to  halt  berwixt  f^o  opmions^  iw  this 
eafe  i  Is  there  any  fo  mad  2fs  to  ftand  in  doiil(t  whether 
to  dwell  with  Chrift  or  the  devil  for  ever  ?  Now,  Mi' 
^had  akid  his  slngela,  and  the  dragon  and  hit  smgelsy 
are  (Iruggling  for  your  hearts  \  a  ciinnrng  devil  is  hold^ 
ing,  and  a  dying  Saviour  is  drawing  *,  now  caft  the 
bd^roce,  and  (hew  whieb  o^  thenr  yofi  hreHne  to :  The 
eyes  of  the  glorious  Trinity  arc  on  you,  the  eyes  of  angels 
and  men  are  on  you,  to  lee  what  the  iffue  will  be.  >0 
then,  be  wife,  and  come  prefently,  and  make  a  furren- 
der  of  your  hearts  to  God  in  Chr^.  There  is  bo  mu- 
fie  fo  melodious  in  God's  ears,  as  the  voice  of  young 
perfons  weeping  and  covenantit^g  with  God.  The  fea- 
fon  of  youth  is  the  male  in  your  flock,  it  belongs  to 
Gody  let  hnitt  hate  it*;  they  ar^  curfed  M^ho  deny  it  to 
faim,  and  referte  the  bhrtd  and  lame  to  God,  fuch  as 
the  dregs  of  old  age,  or  (ickneft,  MaU  \.  7. 

O  coflftmunicams,  £se  always  tfo  bring  ChriA  atongft 
with  you  in  your  covenanting  with  God  ;  never  thisik 
of  covenanting  with  hita  but  by  facri&ce  \  bring  the 
fa.cri^e  of  Chrtll's  death  to  atone  for  the  breach  of 
tfaefirlt  covenant,  and  ^i^g  his  buretyfhip  to  anfwet 
far  your  faithfnlnefs  in  the  fecond,  other^ife  you  eafi 
never  call  God  your  Father,  not  be  taken  in  among 
3  L  2  his 


45«  ^  Sacrnnuntal  Aiutcet. 

his  children.  Remember  you  are  all  engaged  in  thtt 
fovenant  by  your  parents  undertaking,  for  yoa  in  bap- 
tifm ;  but  aflbon  as  you  are  capable,  God .  will  have 
you  to  renew  it  perfonally  and  explicitly,  and  to  oofpe 
fenfible  of  your  breaking  this  corenant,  in  running  i- 
way  from  Chrifl^s  colours,  and  in  going  over  to  the 
devil's  camp;-  and  deeply  fenfible  of  your  folly  in  de- 
laying and  (landing  out  fo  long  againftChrift'sgrafcioof 
^Is  and  free  oiTcrs.  O  come«  as  penitent  prodigabf 
and  mourning  backfliders,  with  your  faces  Zion-wanl| 
weeping  as  ye  go,  willing  to  tenter  iAto  God's  covenanti 
and  give  yourfelves  away  unto  the  Lord,  who  is  yoor 
rightful  owner.  Since  Chrift  comes  to  you  at  this  oc« 
cafioni  as  xnfireams  qf  bloody   it  is  furely  proper  that 

Jou  meet  him  'WiHtiJlreams  $f  tears  for  fin,  that  caufed 
is  blood  to  be  poured  forth  as  water }  and  that  70a 
come  prefently  to  an  open  rupture  Mrithali  hisenemieSf 
and  particularly  with  your  unbelief,  your  pridc»  yoor 
paffiouy  your  hypocrify,  and  other  fins  that  have  piere- 
cd  him.  Break  with  them  all,  and  come  to  him  with 
the  apropriating  afts  of  faith,  faying,  **  My  Fadicri 
my  Lord,  and  my  God**' 


ADVICE    XXL 

From  Luke  v.  26.     7>&^'  glorified  God^  fiy^gt  ^  ^^'' 
feen  Jlrange  things  to-day^ 

THOSE  who  have  been  attending  ordinanceSf 
ought  to  recplledt  what  they  have  been  feeing,  doing) 
and  hearing,  and  to  be  fuitably  afFe£ied  therewitli* 
Self*e}camination  is  needful  after  communicating,  as 
well  as  before  it.  Had  you  the  eyes  of  faith  open  to 
fee  and  obfeive  the  goings  of  our  God  and  King  in  his 
fandluary  ;  you  may  then  fay  on  the  evening  of  a  com- 
munion-fabbath,  "  We  have  fecn  ftrange  and  marvels 
lous  things  to  day."  You  have  feen  the  bloody  trage- 
dy of  Chrift's  fufferings  reprefcnt^d  and  re-a6kcd  \  Chrift 

with 
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'With  garments  dipt  in  blond  fighting  a  bloody  battle  for 
ns  ;  in  which  the  e;tery  of  the  divin*^  attributes  are  won- 
derfully difplayed  :  Behold  the  free  love  and  mercy  of 
Godf  who  was  highly  offended  with  us,  yet  contriving 
our  redemption^  and  giving  the  Son  of  his  love  to  die 
for  us,  who  were  his  enemies  %  and  for  this  end  creat- 
ing a  new  thing  in  the  earth,  the  incarnation  of  an  in- 
finite Perfon,  making  a  woman,  a  virgin,  to  be  mother 
of  him  that  created  her  !  God  incarnate,  is  a  world's 
wonder,  Jer,  xxxi.,22.  A  ftrange  thing !  The  Son 
of  God  confcnts  thus  to  humble  himfelf  and  die  for 
condemned  criminals ;  rather  than  he  would  fee  eled 
finners  plunged  into  the  botcomlefs  gulf  of  eternal  mi- 
fery,  in  his  love  and  pity  he  would  put  himfelf  into  it 
to  keep  them  out !  Here  infinite  nvifdom  difplayed  in 
finding  out  a  way  to  fatisfy  juftice  in  punishing  fm  fc- 
Ycrciy,  and  at  the  time  to  gratify  mercy  in  pardoning 
the  finner  freely  !  A  ftrange  device  !  Jiifiice  and  mercf 
are  reconciled,  and  kifs  one  another  in  m  in's  redemp- 
tion  by  Chrift's  death,  the  demands  of  both  are  anfwer- 
cd,  and  the  glory  of  both  equally  difcovered.  Here  is 
fecn  the  feventy  of  juftice  and  fiercenefs  of  God's 
wrath  againft  fm,  in  not  fparing  his  innocent  Son 
when  he  became  our  Surety,  nor  abating  him  one  far- 
thing of  the  debt !  Nay,  he  awaked  the  fword  of  jus- 
tice againft  him,  and  poured  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath 
upon  him,  which  kindled  a  fire  in  his  fou),  made  him 
fweat  and  fall  to  the  ground  ;  and  there  he  that  made 
the  heavens  lay  grovelling  in  the  anguifti  of  his  Spirit, 
and  fweating  clods  of  blood  !  O  how  heavy  was  the 
burden  of  guilt  that  preiled  his  foul  at  this  time  ! 

Ygu  have  feen  a  ftrange  thing,  biood  Jtr earning  forth 
of  marvellous  virtue,  that  can  foften  hearts,  though 
harder  than  a  ftone  *,  that  can  heal  atl  the  wounds  gi- 
ven you  by  the  old  fcrpent ;  that  can  wafh  away  the 
deepeft  ftains  of  guilt,  and  make  creatures  black  as 
helif  whiter  than  fnow  !  And  though  many  thoufanda 
have  been  cleanfed  by  it,  yet  the  ftrcram  is  nowife  de- 
filed ;  but  ftill  is  pure  and  clear  as  cryftal !  You  have 
feen  the  amazing  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God  for 
vile  worms !  a  Itrange  thing  !    He  was  made  a  worm, 
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a  clod  of  (luft  \  yea,  made  Gn  for  n%  f  ftnmge  !  that 
he  who  thunders  in  the  he^ivens,  (hould  br  brooght  to 
lie  in  the  manner,  and  cry  in  the  cradle  !  T^  he 
who  framed  the  hearens,  ihouKl  work  with  a  car* 
penter  in  his  trade  !  That  the  great  Judge  of  all  die 
world,  (hould  be  brought  to  the  bar,  accufed  as  a  m»- 
lefador,  condemned  anr>  crucified  betwixt  two  thieve^ 
that  fuch  criminals  as  you  might  have  a  room  among 
the  bit  fled  !  You  hare  feen  the  Lord  of  Life  deprired 
of  life,  to  purchafe  life  for  you  !  fpotlefs  Holineft  made 
fin,  and  eternal  fiieflednefs  made  a  curfe,  to  redeem  yos 
from  (in,  and  the  curfe  due  to  it !  A  ftrarige  tfai^  ( 
for  the  holy  One  of  God  to  make  fuch  an  exchaogc 
with  you,  to  take  the  curfe,  to  give  yoQ  the  bkiBng  ! 
to  take  ihame,  to  give  you  glory  !  to  take  death,  to 
give  you  life  !  to  take  your  fms,  to  give  you  his  li^ 
teoufnefs  ?  A  ftrange  thing,  to  fee  the  righteouf* 
nefs  of  one  Man,  a  robe  large  enough  and  fofr 
cient  to  cover  many  thoufands,  fo  as  not  one  fpot  of 
guilt  can  be  feen  in  them  by  the  eye  of  infinite  juftice  \ 
A  ftrange  thing  !  to  fee  Chrift  wilhng  to  have  his  fide 
opened,  to  fatisfy  doubtitg  fouls  of  the  reality  of  his 
love,  that  you  might  look  into  his  heart,  and  iec  it 
panting  with  love  to  you,  and  hear  him  laying,  as  to 
Thomas,  "  Be  no  nwre  faithlefs,  but  believing  !* 
Strange  !  to  fee  him  bowing  his  head  on  the  crofs,  to 
whifper  comfort  into  your  ear,  faying,  Now  **  it  is  fr 
niihcd  ;"  1  have  drunk  the  brook  in  the  way,  even  the 
whole  river  of  God's  wiath,  fo  that  there  is  not  one 
drop  left  for  you  5  every  believer's  debt  is  paid !  A 
ftrange  thing  I  to  behold  the  Father  pleafcd  to  fee  ihe 
braifcs,  ngonics,  and  iufferings  of  dear  Son,  that  his  e- 
nemies  niight  be  eternally  freed  from  them  ! 

A  ilrange  thing  \  to  fee  death  conquering  death ;  the 
death  of  Chrift  conquering  all  his  and  our  enemies  ! 
If  any  had  feen  Chiiil  entering  the  lifts  with  death  and 
hell,  law  and  jultice,  he  might  have  flood  amazed,  and 
faid,  O  what  will  come  of  this  Champion,  that  is  ea- 
gaged  vith  luch  itrong  enemies  ?  But  ftay  a  little,  and 
you  (hall  fee  him  lead  captivity  captive,  triumphing  o- 
ver  them  all,  and  fetch  all  he  came  for,  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  devil !    When  Chrift  was  brought  to  the 

crofs, 
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Ctofs,  one  might  have  thought  that  devils,  wicked  men, 
and  de?»th,  were  triumphing  over  him  ;  but  his  word 
faiths  that  on  **  the  crofs  be  fpoiled  principalities  and 
j>o,wers  9  and  m^dc  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triu  iiphtng 
over  them  in  it  *'  A  ftrange  myftery  I  while  enemies 
were  fcoffing  and  infulting  him,  Chrift  is  triumphing 
over  them  !  A  glorious  conqucft  Chrift^s  was ;  for  he 
not  only  fubdued  hi«  enemies,  but  conquered  them,  fo 
far  as  to  make  them  ufefut  and  ferviceable  to  him  and 
his  people  !  Let  us  admire  the  conqueft  and  the  Con- 
queror, though  he  was  defpifed  by  men ;  yet,  like  Da- 
Tid,  he  gloriouily  fubdued  Goliath,  that  defied  the  ar- 
mies of  the  God  of  Ifrael :  He  crulhed  the  head  of  ihe 
old  ferpent  that  had  bruifed  his  heel,  and  enflaved  his 
t\t€t ;  and  he  put  all  hi<$  other  enemies  to  flight ! 

A  ftrange  fight !  you  have  fecn  to-day,  God  coming 
over  the  greateft  mountains  of  difficulties,  to  pardon 
and  fave  (inners !  taking  rebels  to  be  his  children  and 
favourites;  and  exalting  them  above  angels  that  never 
finned  ?  You  have  fcen  the  King  of  glory  courting 
poor  ilaves,  black  Ethiopians,  and  inviting  them  with 
out-ftretched  arms  to  come  and  match  with  him,  and 
fealing  the  marriage-covenant  with  his  blood !  You 
have  Teen  him  make  a  rich  feaft  to  them,  and  welcome 
them  to  feed  on  a  crucified  Chrift,  and  all  his  purchafe ! 
Behold  the  heavenly  Pelican,  that  feeds  his  young  ones 
with  his  blood  !  How  amazing  is  the  fight,  that  God 
fhould  not  only  feaft,  but  feal  a  marriage  covenant  with 
you,  whofe  dcfcent  is  bafe,  whofe  perfon  is  ugly,  whofe 

S^rtion  is  nothing  but  dife^fes  and  mifery  >  O  what 
range  fights  have  you  fcen  to  day  !  you  have  feen  the 
love  of  Chrilt,  the  worth  of  fouls,  the  price  of  pardon, 
an  emblem  of  the  higher  table,  to  which  many  of 
your  friends  and  acquaintances  are  gone,  where  the 
feaft  will  never  end  ! 

You  have  feen,  to  day,  a  ftrange  aft  of  mercy  to 
guilty  and  ili-defcrving  creatures,  who  have  ate  and 
drunk  before  the  Lord,  and  yet  on  them  he  hath  not 
laid  his  hand  ;  he  hath  made  no  breach  upon  any,  as 
on  Uzzah,  Nadab,  Abihu,  or  the  men  of  BethQ^emefli ! 
He  hath. not  ftruck  any  dead  with  the  bread  in  their 

mouths, 
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mouthsy  or  cup  in  their  hands  \  nor  fcnt  any  from  the 
table  to  hell,  though  you  mud  acknowledge  you  de- 
feryed  rather  to  have  had  a  xup  of  wrath  put  in^o  your 
handy  than  a  cup  of  blcHi  g  !  A  (trance  (i^ht !  that 
jrofpel  offers  are  yt*t  continued  to  thofe  who  ha?c  abo- 
fed  m^nv  f'tcraments  aiid  ferrnons  !  that  Chrift  (hould 
be  (Iretchin^  out  the  fceptre  of  grace*  and  offering  par- 
don and  nier  y  to  thofe  who  have  crucified  him  ahtih, 
and  trampled  his  blood  under  foot. 

Have  you  fc^rin  evidences  of  gracious  cb^mges  wrooght 
on  hearts  and  wills  by  the  word,  fecure  fouls  awaken- 
ed, blind  eyes  opened,  proud  creatures  humi^led^  care- 
kfs  (if) tiers  made  to  cry,  Aw»y  with  the  world,  uul 
give  me  Chrift  :  None  but  Chrift  ;  I  count  all  things  . 
but  lofs  and  dung  in  comparifon  of  Chrift  andhisrigh* 
ttoufnefs.  'Ihefe  are  ftrange  fights,  with  which  yoa 
Ihould  be  much  affe£U:d,  fo  as  to  hate  (109  love  Chriftf 
blefs  God,  and  glorify  him  with  your  hearts^  toogoesy 
and  lives.  It  is  the  end  of  all  Qod's  works  that  we 
fliould  glorify  him.  Oh  !  the  beft  have  reafon  to  la- 
•ment  that  they  are  fo  little  afFc^ed  with  the  marvellous 
things  fet  before  them  in  the  word  and  facrament ! 
Surely,  when  you  compare  the  rock  whence  you  are 
hewn,  and  that  on  which  God  fets  you  1  and  when  you 
confider  the  low  ftoop  Chrift  hais  made  to  purchafe 
fuch  clods  of  earth  and  (ins  with  his  blood,  you  hare 
caufe  to  be  amazed  at  his  love,  and  confounded  at  your 
own  ingratitude,  in  bein^  fo  little  afi'e^^ed  with  his  mar- 
vellous loving  kindnefs,  or  melted  for  fin  that  was  the 
caufc  of  all  hib  t'uilcrings  !  O  let  the  ftrange  and  won- 
derful tokens  of  ChrilVs  love  you  have  betn  feeing  and 
(haring  of  in  the  facrament,  engage  you  to  more  thank- 
fulnefs  iu  heart  and  life.  Have  you  been  wafhing  your 
robes  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Limb  ?  be  careful  to 
keep  them  clean,  and  do  not  defile  them  again  in  the 
imre  of  fin  ;  remember  your  vows,  and  keep  your  face 
ftili  towards  your  Father's  houfe,  which  is  a  pure  and 
undefiled  dwelling  \  you  cannot  take  filthy  hands  or 
feet  thither,  for  no  unclean  thing  enters  there,  Ffah 
xciii.  5*  '^  Holinels  becometh  thine  houfei  O  Lord, 
for  ever." 

ADVICE 
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ADVICE    XXII. 

From  Luke  xu  2r.     Bftffed  are  ye  that  hunger  «pw,  for 
ye  Jhail  he  filled. 

IN  fqripture,  hunger  and  third,  when  applied  to  fpi- 
ritual  things,  imports  the  fame  thing ;  to  wity  a  ftrong 
defiire^after  fpiritual  and  heavenlf  good  things }  which 
defire*implie8  fpiritual  life,  a  feeling  fenfe  of  want,  and 
a  longing  for  food  to  the  foul,  together  with  the  ufe  o£. 
all  proper  means  to  obtain  it.  Now,  the  main  obje£t- 
of  this  hunger  or  third  is  Jefus  Chrift,  or  God  in  Chrift, 
Pfal.  iLlii.  I,  2.«»lxiii.  !•  Now,  there  are  many  thinga 
in  Chrift  which  the  hungry  foul  doth  defire ;  as,  i. 
Chrift's  blood,  as*  the  foul's  ranfom  and  cleanGng  foun« 
tain*  1.  Chrift^s  Spirit,  as  the  foul's  quickener,  com* 
fprter  and  guide.  3.  Chrift's  -righteoufnefs>  as  the 
fours  clothing  and  prote£iion^  4.  Chrift's  word,  as  the 
fours  daily  food  and  cordials.  5.  Chrift's  fupper,  as 
the  foul's  feaft  and 'pledge  of  heaven.  6.  Chrift's 
graces,  as  the  foul's  riches  and  ornaments;  7.  Chrift«s 
way,  or  hoiinefs  in  heart  and  life,  as  the  foul's  path  to 
jheavcn.  8.  Chriil's  day,  as  the  fours  weekly  market- 
day  for  getting  in  provi&ons  neceflary  for  workingi 
journeying,  fighting,  6cc.  9.  Chrift's  manfions  above, 
as  the  {bul's  dwelling-place  for  eternal  communion  with 
God  and  his  faints.  Now,  if  ye  would  be  truly  bleffed, 
ye  muft  hunger  and  third  for  thefe  things,  firmly  be- 
lieving that  in  thefe  your  true  happinefs  doth  lie,  and 
not  in  the  -world  or  fcnfual  things. 

Again,  fee  thait  your  hunger  be  of  the  right  kind, 
that  it  be  infatiable,  fo  that  nothing  can  put  it  off  or 
fatisfy  it  but  Chrift  \  the  truly  hungry  foul  will  not  be 
pleafed  with  the  beft  duties,  ordinances,  minifters,  fer- 
mons,  facraments,  orapy  other  thing  without  Chrift-  The 
jiungry  foul  will  adventure  on  the  gre^teft  difficulties 
for  Chrift,'  he  will  part  with  any  thing  for  him  :  All 
j^e  treafuresi  honours,  mufic,  or  comforts  of  lifcy  can- 
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not  fatiefy  him,  none  but  Chrift  the  foul's  food.  True 
hunger  wi{l  put  him  upon  the  ufe  of  all  mesna,  tud 
make  him  content  to  t»ke  Chrift  upon  apy  terms,  and 
put  a  blank  in  his  hand,  and  fay,  Lord,  what  wilt  tfaod 
have  me  to  do  !  Til  fubfcribe  to  ^ny  thing,  pnlj  ^ 
roc  Chrift,  give  me  food  to  my  ftarving  fotj. 

-  Such  hungry  fouls  areUeflM,  bcfaufe  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  fatisfy  and  fill  them.  It  is  God  that  creates 
the  appetite,  and  excites  the  hunger,  and  thfrefort  he, 
will  fdtisfy  it.  The  hungry  are  the  nioft  earaeft  aad 
importunate  beggars  at  die  throne  of  V^Ut\  afl4  ^'^ 
he  has  promifed  to  hear,  Luke  ii.  9.  The  hungry  will 
*  wait  at  God's  door  for  an  alms,  and  he  promiu^  that 
thole  who  ''  wait  for  him  (lull  not  be  afhamed/^  Ifs« 
xiix.  23.  The  proud,  th^  rich,  the  full  €H>d  ietf-fi^ 
tfous  will  go  away,  if  the  door  be  not  prcfently  o- 
pened  *,  but  the  hungry  wiO  alk,  feek,  knock,  and 
knock  again,  and  wait  till  God  think  fit  to  epeo,  aad 
l^ant  an  alms.  Thefe  God  is  bound  fov  hie  word  feofiip 
tisfy.  He  is  their  Father,  and  I^ath  tne  bowds  of  a 
Father  to  pity  his  children.     He  hears  th«  ravens  v^i 

JQung  lions  when  they  cry,  and  feeds  thein,  and  will 
e  not  hear  his  own  children,  Bnd  fill   ^eir  hungiy 
fftuls  ?  Yes,  he  hath  promifed  it. 

^efi.  But  what  is  that  fill  he  promifes  to  the  huo- 
gryT  j^nf.  He  fills  them  with  divine  difeoveries,  as 
with  the  knowIed|e  of  God's  greatnefs  and  majefty,  fo 
as  to  make  them  lenfible  of  their  own  notfiiogneis,  afl4 
with  the  knowledge  of  God's  goodnefs  and  free  leve  to 
(inners  in  Chriit,  fo  as  to  make  them  fall  into  raptures 
of  admiration,  and  cry  who  is  a  God  like  unte  thee, 
that  pardoneth  iniquity  ?  Micah.  yii.  i9.  HefilUtbem 
with  a  difcovery  of  the  excellency  of  the  gofodrene- 
medy  for  perifhing  fouls,  (b  as  to  make  them  toy,  k  is  a 
device  every  way  worthy  of  God ;  ChriR's  mediatory 
offices,  his  covenant,  his  righteoufoefs,  his  blood;  his 
purchafe  and  fulnefs,  do  nobly  anfwer  all  our  feob 
wants  and  neceffities  *,  they  deliv^  us  from  (in  aad  mi- 
fery,  and  they  bring  us  grace  and  glory.  He  filia  his 
hungry  people  with  gofpel  promifes,  by  letting  them 
fee  their  name  in  them,  and  giving  them  faith  to  take 

hold 


hdld  of  them  &rid  a[)ply  them.  Mitiy  at  {^eet.  fift  do 
they  get  frt)rti  fudh  ptomifed  a»  thefe,  Jfer.  xtiii.  46. 
iaick*  xiLxn.26,  4g.  Jer.  Itt.  ^i.  t  JohA  il.  i.  Rom* 
zvi.  20.  Ueb.  xiii.  5.  He  fills  them  with  the  intinia- 
tiofis  of  the  pafdon  6l  their  {iftft^  and  Mdth  peace  and 
Jdy  in  belJctttyg,  Rorti.  *v.  ij.  fo  i^  to  banifh  their 
doubts  anditfiirs.  What  a  fweet  fill  dcrth  Chrift'a  voic« 
^i  them,  fflth  as  that  in  Ma^h.  ix.  2,  Luke  Xxit.  3^^ 
38  John  liv.i^.  Rem.  vixi.  i.  Me  fills  them  widli 
t6M\xtkfn  and  (Itengrh  to  eorrquer  &],  petforih  duties, 
tefift  temptations,  arid  bear  afllifliood  $  wheti  he  fpeaks 
i6  them  as  t6  Paut,  i  Cot.  xii.  9.  of  ^S  ih  Ifa.  xli. .  io< 
Md  ilii.  2.  He  fills  theih  1^  gif ing  them  fweet  returns 
of  ptayer,  affurance  of  his  love,  and  of  his  gracious  pte-i^ 
fence  with  them.  He  fitts  thetti  by  making  over  Chrift's 
fuhiefs  and  purchafe  to  them,  and  by  giving  them  ftf^ 
gah- views  of  the  promifed  land,  and  will  at  laft  fill  them 
vAdi  giofy* 

.  It  is  only  the  huh^y  that  (baU  be  filled,  the  needy» 
the  humble  and  fel^denied,  for  "the  rich  are  fent 
empty  awa]^V'  Lake  i.  5}.  the  rkb,  that  is,  thoft  wh6 
are  flitted  with  jn  conceit  of  their  own  ftrength  and  fuf- 
ficiency,  their  gifts  and  performanee^,  dAd  go  abdi>£  to 
eftabKm  a  righteoufncfs  of  their  o^ti^  and  fee  not  their 
ileed  of  Chrift ;  thofe  fliall  go  empty  away,  for  they  da 
not  prize  Chrift,  nor  are  wiHing  to  cortie  up  to  kt» 
terms.  They  go  away  empty  of  Chrift  and  his  richds  ; 
'  but  alas,  they  go  ^way^  filled  with  pride  and  felf-K:on«- 
ceit,  filled  with  love  to  (\U,  love  to  the  worlds  and  love 
to  their  own  righteoufaefs*  Oh,  this  is  a  miferable  fill. 
O  hungry  fouls,  blefs  God  that  gives  yon  this  appe- 
tite^ when  others  are  rich  and  full  in  their  own  conceit^ 
labour  to  prefer ve  this  Appetite  and  wait  about  God's 
houfe  and  table,  whete  foul  food  is  to  be  had  $  and 
blefs  him  even  for  the  fmalkft  cfumbs,  as  when  he 

?ives  you  a  greater  hatted  of  fin,  a  btgher  dfteem  of 
!hriA,  a  greater  defire^  after  heart*holine(s,-  a  reiUcfs^ 
ne(s  witliout  Chriil,  a  ^i|l)'mgnefs  to  part  livitb  all  for 
Chrifti  or  (ironger  refolution^  to  cleaVe  to  Chrift  and 
and  duty.  Thefe  crumbfs  are  worthy  of  thanks,  diough 
ye  be  not  filled  with  joy-  and  peace  in  believing.  Wait 
3  M  2  on 
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on  the  Lordi  and  wait  on  him  in  erery  ordinance  and 
duty  of  his  appointment,  believing  him  to  -  be  faithfnl 
who  hath  faid^  <*  They  (hall  not  ht  aflumed  who  wait 
for  me." 

ObjeB.  Some  may  fay^  We  have  waited  long,  and 
have  not  got  a  crumb.  Anf.  Some  eminent  faints  haiie 
been  put  to  crv,  *'  How  long  wilt  thou  .forget  nci 
Lord,  (hall  it  be  for  ever  ?"  Pfal.  xiii.  But  they  rnuft 
wait  in  the  ufe  of  means  until  God's  time  comCf  and 
adore  the  fovereignty  of  Grod  in  hia  dealings  with 
them.  His  people  have  refigncd  themfelves  to  the  care 
and  wifdom  of  God>  who  knows  what  is  bed  for  them } 
believing  there  is  a  time  coming  when  God  will  make 
up  all.  their  lofles.  O  believers,  there  is  a  fill  remain- 
ing for  you  above,  that  will  foon  make  you  forget  alt 
your  days  of  fcarcity  here  below. 


ADyicE   xxni. 

From  Pfal.  cvii.  2.    Let  the  redeemed,  of^be  Lord  fay  fo^ 

WHAT  is  it  fuch  perfons  (hould  fay  ?  Let  them 
both  fay  and  fing  of  God's  goodnefs  and  mercy  to  them; 
for,  (of  all  men)  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  have  moft 
reafon  to  be  thankful  for  Chrid's  diftinguifhing  mercy 
in  freeing  them  from  the  law's  curfes  and  fatan's  pow. . 
er,  from  the  guilt,  dominion,  and  puni(hment  of  fin ; 
from  the  (ling  of  death,  and  the  wrath  to  come.  Be* 
lievers  are  redeemed  both  from  fin  and  hell. 

^eft»  How  may  I  know  if  I  be  among  thefe  happy 
ones,  •*  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ?'*  Anf.  Take  thefe 
marks  :  Did  you  ever  fee  your  flavery  and  bondage  by 
nature,  fo  that  no  lefs  than  an  infinite  price  and  pow- 
er could  ranfom  and  liberate  you  ?  Was  you  fo  con- 
vinced and  humbled  with  the  fight  of  your  mifery,  as 
to  be  content  of  freedom  from  it  on  any  terms  ?  Have 
you  ventured  your  foul  on  Chrtft's  merit  and  mercy, 
conform  to  gofpel*offers,  being  well  pleafed  with  the 
frame  of  the  new-covenant^  and  the  (elf-denying  way 

of 
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©f  favinpr  fouls  by  Chrift's  imputed  righteoufncG  ?  Are 
y0u  content  w'tth  Chrift  to  be  your  King  and  Ruler^  as 
well  as  your  Prieft  aad  Saviour  ?  Have  you  given  ap 
yourfelf  to  the  Lord  to  Jive  for  him,  defirous  that  hi« 
love  may  always  con  drain  you 'to  do  his  will  ?  O  then, 
you  may  tronclude  you  are  among  the  *'  redeemed  of 
the  Lord,''  and  that  his  bleifed  body  was  broke,  and 
Ills  blood  (hed  to  ranfom  you. 

Peculiar  reaforts  have  you  to  extol  his  gopdnefs  and 
mercy  above  orfiers.  Why  ?  He  hath  opened  your 
tyes  to  fee  the  beauty  of  your  Redeemer,  and  the  ways 
of  holinefs,  when  others  remain  in  bKndnefs  I  He  hath 
opened  your  ears  to  hear  the  joyful  found,  and  fall  la 
with  it,  when  others  are  deaJF  to  it  I  He  hath  loofed 
your  tongues  to  pray  and  praife,  when  others  are  dumb, 
and  tongue-tied  !  He  hath  opened  your  hearts  to  en« 
tertain  Chrift 'crucified,  when  others  (hut  hira  out! 
He  hath  brought  you  to  2l  feeling  of  the  evil  and  bur- 
den of  (in,  when  others  are  without  feeling  I  He  hath 
given  you  appetites  for  fpiritual  food,  when  others  w- 
liCh  nothing  but  things  earthly  !  He  hath  given  you  the 
promi/e  and  hope  of  complete  redemption  from  fin  and 
mifery  above,  when  others  live  without  Chrift,  and 
without  hope  !  Let  the  <<  redeemed  oif  (he  Lord''  tbea 
£02  and  pratfe  him  above  all  others* 

O  believing  communicants,  "  redeemed  of  the  Lord,** 
give  him  thanks,  and  exprefs  your  thankfulnefs  by  youc 
thoughts  and  anions,  as  well  as  your  words  \  namely, 
by  ydur  high  efteem  of  your  Redeemer,  and  of  hia 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  that  purchafed  all  for  you«' 
By  avoiding  every  thing  that  diftionours  him,  and  fly- 
ing from  the  (ins  that  are  common  and  faOiionable 
where  you  live.  By  commending  your  Redeemer  to 
thofe  who  know  him  not.  By  ftanding  up  as  witneifes 
for  him,  and  for  his  truths  and  ways,  m  the  mldft  of  a  ' 
Chrift  defpifing  generation*  By  ftri6^1y  obferving  the 
Lord's  day,  as  being  a  weekly  memorial  of  redeeming 
ovc.  By  longing  for  the^  enlarging  of  Chrift's  king-. 
)oin,  and  rejoicing  at  the  ,news  of  it :  And  by  putting 
K>nour  on  all  the  friends  and  lovers  of  the  Redeemer* 
Laftiy^  Shew  your  thankfulnefs,  by  finging  pfalms, 

hymns. 
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hymrtSy  and  fpiritual  fongt,  in  pi«fk  a(  t€ieAmmgh% 
and  of  (he  Redeemer's  perfon,  ofiir^  tfnd  ftiftiaigi)  it 
fttbjefi  that  can  netcft  be  exb^ufted«  Sing  praito  to 
the  great  God,  that  humbled  himfetf  to  leave  Hm  \aA 
throne,  that  came  down  to  dwell  in  flefb,  mi  die  Mr 
us  ;  and  (o  rife  again,  and  afcend  to  hevvnir  ta  td^e* 
pofleflion  of  the  inheritandei  and  make  stccoetirtiod^tiM 
lor  us  there.  On  this  account^  the  Spirit  calk  oi  idutt 
times  to  fing-  pfaifes  in  one  breath,  Pfel.  xM^  & 
"  God  is  gone  up  with  a  (hoat  -,  fing  praifes  to  60^, 
(ing  praifes  *,  fing  praifes  tint<i  oar  Kingf,  fing  pfsiifiik* 
This  finging  is  mofl  acceptable  to  God,  and  profiuUe 
to  (iurfelves.  A&  God  makes  it  tbe  eternal  ^ork  rf 
heaven,  fo  he  woifld  have  us  fVcqvently  employed  \k  it 
on  earth.  Biit«  Oh !  how  do  we  fail  here  !  Reformd 
churches  abr6ad  do  far  exceed  us  in  the^  frequenty  of 
this  duty,  as  they  do  in  the  variety  and*  foreetdefc  rf 
their  tunes* 

What  IS  Jfjgingi  but  a  kind  of  rsadiffg  with  miA 
tation  and  deliberation,  in  order  tcrgive  the  mof6  fHt 
vent  to  the  thoughts  and  affe£kions  td  bveathe  and  it 
Cend  heavenwards.  The  wife  God  inftittftes^njt/igf  \A 
his  praife,  becaufe  the  melody  of  the  voiee  kelps  f0 
affcd  the  heart,  and  raife  the  thoughts  ;<<  f Of  hi  ktunir- 
eth  our  frame."  And  indeed,  it  is  oniy  when  tbehMft 
Cotrefpond&  with  the  voice,  that  mafic  itf  pka&xttto 
God  :  To  this  purpofe  one  faith  well :  ' 

Sweet  melody  the  hymn  affords, 
When  with  the  lines  the  hearf  accordis* 

O  let  the  redeemed  fing  praife,  and  give  thaoks  tA    . 
God  for  his  unfpeakable  Gift,  both  now,  aild  for  dver^ 
more.    Amen. 

i  {hall  add  no  more  Sacram^fUal  Advices  in  the  tl^  * 
ceding  method,  but  (hall  ihut  up  aU  with  a  dufter  of 
fliort  Scripture  Diredions^  proper  not  only  for  CoriiflNH 
nicants,  but  for  ail  Chriftians  travelling  heavenward.    ^ 
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CONSISTING   or 


rORTY  SCRIPTURE-DIRECTIONS, 

PIUPP^   WOJi,   AX.L 

CtfRISTIANS  INTENDING  HEAVEN, 
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I  T  pught  tp  he  the  gr^at  concern  of  »li  bap^M 
p^xibnjs  tp  r^new  their  baptifm?)  cQVfn^ot  b^tifp^, 
»»4,  !bf  n  pjrivatp  tr^nfofti^a  with  God,  tp  tajcp  J:hip 
b^pti/iual  engagements  upon  thi:nnfe}v«8»  aQ4  therejif 
^on%e  CJiriftiaos  by  tlu^ir  owp  perfpp^  ^Qo£e&t  ^ni 
fttfir^fulcr^  as  well  as  by  tbi?|f  pi^r^pnts  <ileidipatipn  ^  aQ4  • 
aftfrwajr4Jbs  gp  an4  feal  thiis  tratifaQipQ  publiciy,  by  par* 
4:aiJ^g  f>i  th^  LordV  Tapper.  ,  Concerning  tlii$,  I  havj$ 
given  dire£tion8  in  The  Tpu/fg  Communicantt  Qat^chyin^ 
pojy,  I  would  iotr^iat  ^li  my  readejrsi  for  Cka\SC%  f^^e.  • 
apd  th^  owp  (bu}^  &ke,  (o  beware  of  goiug  ^bout 
liti^  work  in  a  fuperficial  or  formal  roanofrf  and  of 
reftins  uppn  lip-labour,  and  the  ^xtjern;d  part  of  thexiur 
pf.  O  never  be  eafy  until,  you  inwardly  a^  he^f uly 
ciofe  wjth  Chrift;  according  to  the  gracioi;i3  gofpeL-offi^r 
ivbicb  (?p4  pJ^Jces  vnto  yon.  T^ike  no  reft  till  yon  ge^ 
yonr  ipulf  united  to  Cbiitt  by  ^  trne  faith,  and  f^yipg^y 
|Rei;iewe4  and  chang^  from  nature  to  grace,  by  theeil^T 
cacious  -  working  of  the  holy  fpirit  ui  jregcneratipn* 
And  as  you  are  to  clofe  wich  Chrift  by  faith  in  your 
ifirft  converiion  \  fo  you  mud  Itudy  to  live  all  your  days 
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a  life  of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  always  miking  ofe 
of  him,  and  leaning  on  him  for  righteoufnefs  and 
ftretigth.  I  (hall  fay  ho  more  by  way  of  preface,  bat 
pf  oceed  to  branch  forth  the  Cbriftian'a  work  aod  exer- 
eife  in  this  lower  world,,  in  the  following  Stiriptuie- 
and  dire£^ion^. 

Direction  I.-  Let  nexer  tht  world  come  in  Goi^srmoh 
Beware  of  the  lo?e  of  the  world ;  often  think  apoo 
that  awakening  word,  1  John  ii.  1^.  <<  Love  not  die 
world,  neither  the  things  that  arc  in  the  world  5  if  any 
man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
him/'  Oh,  this  is  the  mining  fin  of  multitudes,  their 
love  to,  and  complacency  in,  the  things  of  the  world. 
Nay,  the  mod  part  of  men  are  damned  for  lolringthe 
world  tod  much,  and  loving  God  too  littlet— Remem- 
ber, the  faftcr  grips  ye  take  of  the  world,  the  Joofer 
arc  yonr  grips  of  Chrift;  and  the  more  ye  get  of  the 
world,  ye  have  the  greater  account  to  make  to  him  that 
gives  it,  and  has  made  you  fteward  of  it ;  therefore  tfe 
your  money  and  goods  for  his  fervice  and  honour :  You 
muft  anfwcr  for  your  riches,. but  your  riches  cannot 
anfwer  for  you — Alfo,  remember  if  ye  fet  your  hearts 
on  the  world,  it  will  be  all  -that  you  will  get ;  to  hare 
a  competent  portion  of  things  earthly  is  a  jmercy,  but  t 
•  to  have  earthly  things  for  our  only  portion  is  a  dreadfol 
mifery.  Wherefore,  while  your  hand  is  in  this  world, 
let  your  heart  be  in  heaven.  Let  the  buCnefs  of  your 
foul  be  the  bufinefs  of  your  life. 

Direct  I.  Keep  up  the  fame  opinion  ttotv  of  the  ibings 
of  the  worlds  that  ytfu  ivill  have  when  you  come  to  die. 
You  fee  what  a  lew  price  men  fct  upon  the  riches, 
pomp,  and  glory  of  the  world  vphen  they  are  cjy»ng  • 
Had  you  the  fame  thoughts  *of  thefe  things  now,  1  am 
i'ure  you  would  not  venture  the  lofs  of  your  fouh,  the 
lofs  of  God's  favour,  the  lofs  of  a  good  confcience,  and 
the  lofs  of  eternal  glory,  for  a  whole  world ;  far  Ids 
for  a  fmall  trifle  of  it,  as  many  now  do.  Think  much  « 
¥pon  that  text,  Matih.  xyi.  26. 
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DiR^LCT.  HI.  Be  not  grangers  to  ywrfehts^  but  ofien 
commnne  with  your  own  hearts  s  as  dire^eJ  Pfal.  iv.  4* 
"When  othera  aie  cenfuring  and  backbitiap;  the  r  neigh- 
bours, be  you  fsarching  and  cenfuring  yourfelves*  Self- 
ej^anunation  is  a  mod  neceflary  duty.  Examine  youN 
felves  after  every  ordinance,  what  good  yea  have  £:ot 
bf  it,  what  entertainment  you  gate  your  Saviour :  Aflc 
how  were  your  hearts  affcded  by  fuch  a  word»  &c. 
CSommune  with  your  hearts  about  your  title  to  heaven  : 
Judge  of  your  eternal  (late  by  your  fptritual  ftate»  and  , 
judge  of  your  fpirUuai  date  by  toe  delightful  and  cufto* 
mary  actions  of  your  lives.  Judge  of  it  by  vour  hatred 
of  fin,  and  love  to  Chrift,  and  by  the  conUience  you 
iDake  of  (ecret  prayer,  and  reading  God*$  word-  In 
conimuning  with  your  hearts,  among  other  things,  2Sk 
yourielves.  What  are  likelieft  to  be  your  death-bed 
thoui^hts  and  wifhes  i  Will  they  not  be  fuch  as  thefe  ? 
O  tlttt  I  had  loved  Chrift  more,  and  the  world  lefs  !  O 
that  I  had  improven  gofpel  opportunities  better!  O 
that  I  had  accepted  Chrift's  calls  and  offers  more  ceadl- 
ly  !  O  that  I  had  fpent  more  time  in  prayer  and  iearch- 
iog  the  fcriptures !    O  that  I  had  been  more  fpiritual 

.  au^  fervent  in  every  duty  I — Aft:  yourfelves^  what  are 
thefe  (ins  or  pra£lices  which  will  be  mofl.  frightful  to 
look  back  on,  when  ye  fee  yourfehes  }u£t  withm  a  ftep 
of  God's  tribunal  ?  Study  always  to  keep  up  deatlvbed 
thoughts  of  things.*^Commune  with  your  hearts  about 
thefe  things,  upon  yur  bed^  and  alfo  before  you  g0  to 
bejm  .  Let  coofcience  bring  in  the  accounts  of  every 
day  before  you  ly  down :  mourn  over  the  fms  of  every 
dayi  and  ^pply  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  waihing  theoi 
away.  Thus  keep  (hort  reckonings  with  God  and  con* 
fct/ence,  that  you  may  not  have  old  fcorea  to  clear  when 
yott  come  to  a  death^^bed^  Likewife,  at  thefe  commrun* 
logs,,  let  every  man  alk  himfclf,  What  is  my  pre(£nr 
ftate  and  condition  i*  Would  I  be  willing  to  ly  down 
and  die  in  the  frame  and  difpofition  I  am  in  jull  now  ? 

^  Aod  I  know  not  but  I  may  be  as  near  death  tUs  mo« 
vojcm»  as  if  my  friends  were  looking  on  me  ftrugglLng 

'  with  the  pangs  of  death  on  my  bed. 

VouUL  3N  Direct. 
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Direct  IV.  Begin  earfy  in  tbcftrwi  qfGcd^  awipvi 
him  the  days  of  youths  £cclcf.  xii.  i.  Thofe  who  are  jouog 
cannot  begin  their  feryicb  to  God  too  foon ;  God  d^ 
fires  it»  to  (hew  God's  delight  in  early  piet  j.  We  iee 
the  Scripture  commends  young  ones  for  it ;  it  is  re- 
corded with  honour^  that  the  child  Samuel  cniniftercd 
to  the  Iiordf  1  Sam.  ii«  18.  Tofiah  14  conunended  foi 
bis  tender  heart  for  God  in  his  tender  years*  2  Kinai 
xxii.  19.  Chrift  was  well  pleafed  with  the  holannafii 
of  the  children  that  attended  him,  Maf  th.  xxi.  15, 16. 
VThen  Solomon  in  his  youth  fought  God  for  wifdomt 
it  b  laid,  ^*  The  fpeech  pleafed  th^  Lord,"  1  kings  iii.io. 
So  Timothy  is  cprnmeaded  for  his  early  piety»  z  Tim. 
iii*  15  And  God  fays  to  Krael,  **  I  remember  the  kind- 
nefs  of  thy  youth/^  Jcr.  ii.  2.  And  he  recommends  to 
cf  ery  one  to  besin  foon,  Ecclef.  xii.  i .  The  young  dif- 
ciple  was  moft  beloved^  and  leaned  on  Chrift's  bofon. 
T-Now  is  the  proper  time,  0  young  people,  for  making 
your  acquaintance  with  God}  and  for  laying  a  good 
foundation  for  the  time  to  come.  Repentance  b  eaficft 
in  younger  years  \  (in  is  then  lefs  rooted,  fatan*s  grips 
iefs  faftened}  gofpeI-o£f|prs  not  fo  flighted,  the  Spirit  is 
not  fo  much  quenched,  the  cofifcience  not  fo  hardened; 
the  heart  is  then  more  eafily  melted  and  broke.  God 
feeks  the  maie  ofthejlocl^  the  bed  of  your  time,  O  then 
let  him  have  it.  If  you  forget  God  when  young,  it  is 
juft  with  God  to  forget  and  neglcft  you  when  old. 

Direct.  V.  Shun  the  company  that  Jbuns  Gcd,  and 
keep  the  company  that  God  keeps ^  Pfal.  cxix.  63.  115. 
Frov.  xiii.  20.  Look  on  the  fociety  of  the  carnal  or 
profane  as  infectious ;  but  reckon  ferious  praying  per- 
fons  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth  :  Such  will  (erve  to 
quicken  you  when  dead,  and  warm  you  when  cold, 
^ake  the  livelieft  of  God's  people  your  greateft  inti- 
xnates ;  and  fee  that  their  love  and  likenefs  to  Chrift  be 
the  great  motive  of  your  lore  to  them,  more  than  their 
love  or  likenefs  to  you.  It  is  not  true  Chrif^ian  lorCi 
but  party  love,  to  love  only  thofe  whp  are  of  your  fen- 
timents  in  all  things.  Yea,  though  they  ihould  differ 
from  you  in  fome  things,  if  you  fee  God's  image  08 
them,  and  that  they  have  fellowfliip  with  the  Head,  you 
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iD,ugbt  to  love  theni)  and  have  fellowfliip  with  them : 
iteep  up  th?  communion  of  (aints,  for  it  is  one  of  the 
artiiples  of  our  creed.  Chrifttan  conference  and  focial 
prayer  have  been  bleffed  of  God  to  preferve  the  life  of 
religion  in  many  places,  thetefore  let  thof<  who  fear  the 
Lord  fpeak  often  to  one  anotheri  Mai,  iii«  16. 

t)iKCCT.  VI.  Put  a  high  value  up9n  precious  timet  and 
%fe  none  of  it  by  Jloth^  £ph.  v.  16.  £fteem  time  as 
tfaofc  do  who  are  at  the  point  of  death ;  and  always . 
remember  that  it  is  impoi&ble  to  call  time  again.  Look 
upon  the  lofs  of  time  as  a  greater  lofs  than  the  lofs  o£ 
your  money»  or  any  worldly  thing ;  and  therefore  {hem 
time-waftthg  games,  unprofitable  diverfions^  and  idle 
talking. -^EQ>ecially  value  the  moft  precious  part  of  your 
time»  fuch  as  the  morning  of  youth,  the  morning  of 
every  day,  and  particularly  the  precious  tWne  of  the 
Lord*s  day.  Look  on  the  Lord's  day  as  a  tryft-day 
with  heaven ;  lofe  not  any  patt  of  it,  but  carefully  im- 
prove it  for  God  and  the  good  of  fools,  both  your  own 
^d  others.  It  is  want  of  thought,  not  want  of  work, 
that  make3  ahy  fay^  they  have  time  to  fpare. 
V  Direct-  VII.  Jilow  a  littie  time  every  day  to  think 
t^n  eternity.  Confider  the  import  of  niefe"  words^ 
everiafting  puni/hmenty  and  life  etemaly  Matth.  xxv.  46* 
O  eternity,  eternity,  that  is  never  nearer  an  end,  but 
always,  as  it  were,  but  beginning !  One  ferious  thought 
of  eternity  is  enough  to  itrike  a  carelefs  foul  to .  the 
heart.  Why  ?  he  Hands  every  hour  at  the  door  of  e- 
temity,  and  if  he  ftep  in  while  out  of  Chrift,  he  is 
eternally  undone  j  eternally  in  defpair.-— O  !  the  fwift 
^ver  time  is  carrying  every  one  of  us  into  an  ocean  of 
eternity,  an  ocean  that  hath,  neither  bank  nor  bottom, 
and  what  each  of  us  muH:  foon  launch  forth  into.  What 
ati  awful  thought  is  this  \  every  one  of  us  is  within  a 
ftep  ipf  being  eternally  biefled,  or  eternally  curled! 
eternally  faved,  or  eternally  damned  I  O  if  every  one 
would  believe  and  confider  this,  and  be  wife,  fo  as  to 
pray  as  for  eternity,  repent  as  foi^  eternitv,  hear  as  for 
eternity,  live  as  for  eternity,  obey  and  do  every  thing 
as  for  eternity* 
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Dinccnr.  Vttl.  ^hroughmt  your  wMe  Rfi  ht  mki^ 
Jul  of  the  thkf  hnjinrfi  of  lift,  Phil.  it.  1 2.  Now  the 
bufincfs  of  life  is  to  make  it  fure  that  Chrift  is  yoar  life  \ 
it  18  to  think  much  on  the  end  of  yotir  life,  and  ptovi^ 
for  it ;  it  is  to  lay  hold  on  etefAnl  life,  and  keep  (till 
fight  of  it :  So  that ««  when  Chrift  who  is  yoor  life  OitA 
appear,  yc  may  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory ,**  OoL  ill. 
4.  Let  not  religion  be  your  diverfion,  but  your  bafr 
neft ;  mind  it  as  the  one  thing  needful :  give  all  difr 
gence  to  make  your  calling  and  eledion  fure.  Make 
fore  your  calling,  and  thus  yon  make  fure  your  elcc» 
tion.  If  you  would  make  fure  your  calling,  make  it 
fure  that  you  are  united  to  Chrift  by  faith,  and  that 
Chrift  is^the  Kfe  of  your  fouls.  Do  not  reft  in  contio 
tions,  nor  in  tears,  prayers,  or  duties,  nor  in  any  thing 
(hort  of  Chrift  Prefs  both  for  an  intereft  in  Chrii^ 
and  for  the  afiurance  of  it.  Afluranee  is  attainable,  and 
adually  attained  by  manv )  and  it  is  mod  neccflary  for 
chearful  obedience,  for  bearing  the  crofs,  rejoicing  ia 
the  Lord,  giring  thanks  for  redeeming  love,  and  for  pe^ 
forming  many  other  duties  of  Chriftianity. 

Direct.  IX.  Let  the  rational  foul  govern^  and  tbe  i#» 
dy  befubjervtent  to  f/,  i  Cor.  ix.  27.  Alas,  niany,  on  the 
contrary,  make  their  fouls  drudges  to  their  bodies,  and 
employ  their  noble  faculties,  wholly  in  devifing  how  to 
pleafe  tbe  flefl).  Ah,  what  fools  are  they  who  mind  no* 
thing  but  their  bodies  !  Why  ?  they  arc  the  greatcft 
enemies  to  their  bodies,  for  by  ib  doing  they  forfeit  the 
eternal  happinefs  of  their  bodies,  as  well  as  of  their  fouhi 
Whereas  thofe  who  prefer  their  fouls,  and  mind  them 
chiefly,  they  confult  the  happdnefs  of  their  bodies  as 
well  as  of  their  fouls ;  for  the  body  is  never  fo  wcU  al 
in  heaven  \  when  fafhioned  like  Chrift's  glorious  bodjr, 
then  it  is  in  pcrfcdk  and  eternal  health. 

Direct.  X.  Study  both  to  live  and  die  in  the  enerqp 
of  repentance  and  godly  nnurning  for  Jin^  Mat.  V.  4* 
Some  may  think  repentance  a  melancholy  word,  but 
it  is  one  of  the  fweeteft  words  in  all  the  book  of  God : 
It  is  a  gofpel-duty,  for  the  law  or  covenant' of  works  ad- 
mitted of  no  repentance  \  it  is  the  effed  of  God's  free 
loYe  in  and  through  Chrift,  to  open  the  door  of  repen- 
tance 


tattcc  td  fallen  Gnncrs  ;  it  coft  Chrift  hii  Wood  to  ob- 
tain it  for  us,  and  it  ii  his  free  gift  to  us,  Aft*;  v,  ;^t. 
Surely  it  is  good  news  to  hear  that  our  Sovereign  bid* 
poor  condemned  criminals,  that  vrcre  brought  to  the 
place  of  execution,  repenti  and  throvir  themfeltres  down 
at  his  feet,  and  they  (hall  get  pafdort.  It  was  the  ftim 
both  of  John's  and  Chrift^  preaching,  "  Repent,  for 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand/*  It  was  the  faying  of 
a  godly  minifter,  *'  That  if  he  were  to  die  in  the  pul- 
pit, he  would  wifh  to  die  preaching  repentance ;  and  if 
.  out  of  the  pulpit,  he  would  wifh  to  die  pradifing  re- 
pentance." Aug^Rine  faith,  "  Repentance  is  the  fit- 
teft  difpofition  both  for  dying  Chriftians  and  miniftcrs  ;" 
and  it  is  written  of  himiclf  that  he  died  with  tears  in 
fats  eyes,  weeping  for  fin.  This  is  a  duty  never  out  of 
fea(bn  \  therefore  ftudy  daily  to  keep  up  a  tender  and 
mourning  frame,  maintain  contrition  of  heart  and  ab- 
horrence of  fin,  and  for  that  end  take  every  day  a  turn 
upon  mount  Calvary.  Many  think  it  a  fad  thing  to  be 
repenting  on  earth,  but  it  is  a   fadder  thing  to  be 

S dentins  in  hell.  Seek  repentance  from  God  for 
rift's  lake  \  fay  with  Ephraim,  Jer.  xxxi.  i8.  **  Tura 
thou  me  and  I  (ball  be  turned,  for  thou  art  the  Lord 
my  God.** 

Directs  Xf.  While  you  mind  the  neceffarj  ftaij  ^ 
holim/s^  or  inherent  righiewfnejs^  lei  U  never  take  the  plmct 
of  imputed  rightwufnefsy  Rom.  x.  3.  Ffah  Ixxl.  16.  In- 
herent righteoufnefs  indeed  is  to  be  loved,  but  imputed 
righteoufnefs  only  is  to  be  trufted  ;  for  though  inherent 
righteoufnefs  or  holinefs  be  a  neceflary  qualification  for 
heaven  and  falTation,  and  our  evidence  tor  it ;  yet  It  \& 
imputed  righteoufnefs  only  that  is  the  foundation  of  It, 
and  our  title  to  it.  Let  Chrid's  name  be  dear  to  you, 
«  The  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs.*' 

DllfiCT.  XII.  Emphy  Chri/l  as  your  Surety  in  all 
ca/iJ,  etnd  in  every  Jlralt  go  to  ifim  far  reliefs  Pfal.  cxix* 
122*  l£i.  %xxviii/i4«  Study  therefore  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  your  Surety,  and  live  near  him.  When 
the  law  demands  payment  of  debt,  and  threatens  you 
with  prifon,  look  to  Chrift,  and  cry,  **  Lord,  be  Surety 
for  mc  \  Lord,  undertake  for  me."  When  you  are  caU 
kd  to  perform  duties,  bear  affliction,  refift  temptation, 

ftrugg!e 
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ftrupff^Ie  with  corruptions,  *"ngage  with  enemies,  &c* 
look  ftlll  to  Chrid  to  be  your  Surety^  and  to  undertake 
for  you ;  plead  with  him  to  make  out  that  promife  lo 
•you,  Deut.  xxxiii  25.  *'  As  thy  days,  fo  (hall  diy 
ftrfiis;rf^  be." 

Dired.  XIll.  As  you  expeSi  to  live  with  Cbrifi  inhtit 
vcn^Jludy  to  live  to  Chrijl  on  earthy  2  Cor,  v.  15.  Philip- 
i.  21.  If  you  wodld  live  to  Chrift  here,  then  younaft 
make  Chrift's  honour  and  glory  your  ultimate  end  in 
all  your  deGgns  and  a£lion« }  and  make  your  moft  n* 
luable  interefls  fubfervient  to  his  intereft  and  glorj* 
Study  an  univerfal  conformity  to  Chrift'sboly  lawsaiid 
precepts,  and  make  it  your  great  btiGnefs  to  approre 
yourfelves  to  Chrift  in  all  things :  Chufe  the  thinsfs  that 
pleafe  him,  and  carefully  avoid  every  thing  that  is  dif- 
pleafing  to  him,  Pfal.  cxlx.  30.  Ifa.  Ivi.  4. 

DiRKCT.  XIV.  Cieavefqfi  to  Chrift^  and  the  way  ofbo* 
linefsy  whatever  it  may  cojl  you^  Afts  xi.  23.  2  Tim.  iS« 
12*  Think  not  the  worfe  of  Chrift  and  his  ways,  dnt 
they  are  perfecuted  6r  reproached,  and  that  few  do  own 
them.  Chrift  foretcld  this,  and  faith.  His  way  is  a 
narrow  way  that  few  walk  in.  Join  with  the  littk 
flock  to  whom  the  kingdom  is  prom'ifed,  which  will  a* 
bundantly  compenfate  all  your  fofTetings  for  Chrift. 
Never  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil,  but  cleave  to  Chrift 
however  few  join  you. 

DikECT.  XV.  Seek  the  approbation  of  God  above  that  of 
then^  2  C3r.  X.  18.  What  is  the  applaufe  of  worms  to 
the  fmiles  of  the  God  of  heaven  ?  What  would  it  avail 
us  to  have  poor  men  like  ourfelvcs  to  commend  as, 
when  the  great  God  that  made  us  doth  condemn  us  ? 
No  matter  though  men  cenfurc  or  condemn  our  aftions, 
ff  God  approve  and  commend  them.  "  It  is  a  very  fmall 
thing  to  be  judged  of  man's  jutf^grr.ent,  but  he  that  jadg- 
cth  us  is  the  Lord,"   J  Cor.  iv.  3,  4- 

DiR.ECT.  XVL  Be  much  employed  irt  admiring  God^t  ff- 
diemthg  love^  and  Chriji'^s  furetyjhip  for  us,  i  John  iii# 
if  16.  This  is  the  employment  of  the  redeetned  to  all 
Eternity,  Rev  v.  9.  And  all  who  go  to  heaven  nmft 
be  acquainted  with  their  work  while  here,  Rev.  i.  5.  0 
what  matter  of  eternal  wonder  and  praife  is  there  in 

God's 
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God*s  giving  his  dear  Son  to  be  our  Surety  and  ficrW 
ficc,  and  in  the  Son's  voluntarily  undertaking  it  ! 

Direct.  XVII.  Delight  much  in  thinking  anri  fpeahing 
of  Chrtfl^  and  particular  iy  qf  his  death  and fufferingt  for  us^ 
Luke  ix.  31.  Rev.  v.  9,  12.  Oh,  did  he  wade  through 
a  fca  of  wrath,  a  fea  of  blood,  a  fca  of  forrows  anti 
fttSerings,  jto  bring  redemption  to  us  ?  And  will  we 
ever  forget  him  ?  The  great  God  takes  great  pleafure 
in  the  work  of  our  redemption,  and  is  w^ell  pleated  with 
^ur  Redeemer  who  undertook  it.  God  repented  that 
nemade  man,  but  never  repented  his  redeeming  man. 
Now,  what  God  delights  in,  we  ftiould  delight  in,  c- 
fpecially  fincc  we  reap  the  benefit.  We  fee,  from  Luke 
ix.  and  Rev.  v.  that  the  fabje£^  of  Chrift's  death  is  matter 
of  difcourfe  and  praife  to  the  glorified  focicty  above. 
When  Mofes  and  Elias  came  from  heaven  to  mount  Ta« 
hor  to  wait  upon  their  transfigured  Lord,  they  chofs 
Chrift's  death  for  the  fubjedi  of  their  converfation  : 
Why  ?  Chrift's  death  was  the  fpring  and  caufe  of  all 
their  glory  in  heaven  ^  neither  Mofes  nor  Elias  had 
ibined  there,  had  it  not  been  for  Chrift's  death.  And 
(hall  not  we,  here  below,  delight  in  thinking,  fpeakingt 
snd  finging  of  this  noble  fubjed,  which  is  the  ground 
of  all  happinefs  we  either  have,  or  hope  for  ? 

Direct.  XVI IL  Treat  objections  raifed  againjl  your 
clqfing  with  Cbrifl^  as  fuggejlims  of  the  enemy  ^  that  is  feel* 
ing  the  ruin  of  your  fouls  ^  Rejcd  them,  as  Chrift  did 
Peter's  counfei,  Matth.  xvi.  23.  "  Get  thee  behind  me, 
fat'in."  As  facan  would  have  hindered  Chrift's  dying  for 
us  J  fo  he  would  hinder  u^  from  relying  on  Chrift's  death. 
Oh,  (faith  one)  I  am  unworthy  of  any  (hare  in  ChriiVt 
^eath.  Anf  If  you  will  have  nothing  but  what  you  are 
worthy  of,  you  mud  have  noticing  but  hell.  What  was 
Abraham,  Paul,  Magdalene,  the  thief  on  the  crofs,  the 
idolatrous  Corinthians,  worthy  of,  before  the  Lord  cal- 
led them !  Whatever  be  your  unwortliinefs*  are  you 
willing  to  apply  ChriiTs  blood  ?  Then  fee  wliat  Chrift 
faith  to  you.  Rev.  xxii.  1 7.  "  Whofoever  will,  let  him 
_take  of  the  water  of  life  freely."  O  but,  (faith  ano- 
ther) my  fins  are  heinous,  ^nf,  Canll  thou  be  more 
guilty  than  Chrifl  is  gracious  ?    Ooth  he  not  promife 
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to  wifh  away  fins  that  are  like  fcarlet  atu)  crimfon,  Vx 
i.  18  'and  tells  us,  i  John  i.  7.  that  **  his  blood  cleanl 
eth  us  from  all  (in  i"  O  bleff  hinn  for  that  word  d* 
Do  not  then  believe  fatan,  \rho  wouM  tempt  thee  t9 
think  that  God  hath  caft  thee  off  \  but»  .in  fpite  of  all 
he  can  fay,  ftill  beliere  God*8  faithful  WQfct,  that  chae 
is  mercy  enough  in  God,  merit  enough  in  Chrift,  pev- 
cr  enough  in  the  SfMrit>  »nd  rooni  enough  in  the  gofpet 
offers  and  promi&s  to  you.  Believe  tbat  word,  |im* 
iii.  35.  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  them  that  wait  for  hin» 
to  the  foul  that  fceketh  him.''  Say  to  thy  fouI»  **  Caa 
this  word  of  God  fail  ?  Has  God  made  thee  williag 
to  wait  and  feek  for  htm,  and  is  he  not  willing  tQ  be. 
found  of  thee  ?  O  my  foul,  doft  thou  not  fee  ta  iafi* 
nitc  peifeftion  in  Chrift's  righteoufnefs^  b  Chiift'i 
blood  and  merits !"  We  may  fee  an  end  of  all  carthlj 
perfcdion,  but  we  can  fee  no  end  of  Chrift's  perfe£^ 
which  is  infinite. 

Direct.  XIX.  Study  muck  theft  gre^i  gospelUjho 
of  denying  yourfelvei^  and  exalting  God*s  free  grMe^  Mat. 
xVi.  24  I  Cor.  i.  ^i.  The  dcfign  of  the  gofpel  ifito 
caft  down  felf  and  all  idols,  that  God  alone  may  be  ex* 
alted  ;  it  is  to  make  fclf  nothing,  and  God  all,  in  point 
of  wifdom,  ftrength,  rightcoufnefs  and  glory;  it  is  to 
take  man  wholly  of!  himfelf,  and  caft  him  on  Chrift  for 
the  whole  of  his  falvation.  It  is  a  good  (ign  of  a  far- 
ing change  upon  the  heart,  when  a  man  is  thus  bum- 
bled, and  caft  into  the  gofpel  mould,  when  felf-toring 
is  turned  into  fclf  loathing,  felf*admiring  into  fclf-ab- 
horringt  felfcxcufing  into  felf  accufmg.  and  felf-fcck- 
ing  into  fe]f  denying. 

DIRECT.  XX.  Draw  ali your  frength  for  work  and 
warfare  from  Chrijly  and  pre/ent  all  your  duties  t§  Godi* 
Ckriji's  name,  Ifa.  xiv.  24,  Col.  iii.  27.  Chrift  himfdf 
tells  us,  that  "  without  him  we  can  do  nothing,**  John 
XV.  5.  that  is,  nothing  aright,  or  nothing  that  is  accep* 
tablt  to  God.  All  our  duties,  if  acceptable,  mud:  be 
done  in  Chrift's  ftrength,  and  covered  with  his  righte- 
oufnefs.  The  apoftle  owns,  that  **  of  himfelf  he  could 
not  fo  much  as  think  a  good  thought^  i  Cor.  iii.  5* 
but  he  could  do  all  tilings  through  Chrift  that  ftrcngtb- 
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eoed  htm,"  Philip,  vt.  13.  And  heqce  he  exhorts  us 
to  *'  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his 
inighty"  Eph.  vi.  lo.  Let  us  think,  befftre  w<e  go  to 
duty,  from  whence  our  ftrength  for  it  mud  come,  and 
ftudy  to  fetch  it  in  by  faith,  and  believing  ejaculations  f 
and  when  we  are  affifted,  let  us  afcribe  the  glory  to  Je« 
fus.  Be  affured  of  this  alfo,  that  your  mod  coftly  fa- 
crifices  are  unfavoury,  if  they  be  not  perfumed  with 
the  fragrant  incenfe  of  Chriil's  merits  and  intercefllion 
and  that  your  faircft  "  righteoufoefs  b  but  as  filthy 
rags'*  in  God's  fieht,  if  Chri(l*s  righteoufnefs  do  not 
cover  it.  Let  it  uierefore  be  your  conftant  language^ 
''.In  the  Lord  Jefus  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength^" 
Ifa.  zlv.  24. 

DiRFCT.  XXI.  In  all  the  anions  of  your  lifi^  fit  the 
L^rdJKV brf^re  jGu^  Pal.  xvi.  8. — xxv.  15.  Acknow- 
ledge lum  in  all  your  undertakings,  and  by  faith  and 
prayer  commit  your  way  to  him,  look  to  him  for  di- 
reflion  and  fuccefs,  and  depend  on  him  as  the  Father 
of  your  mercies,  the  fum  of  your  blifs,  the  ftrength  of 
your  life,  the  ftaflF  of  your  bread,  the  breath  of  your  no« 
ftiils,  and  the  length  of  your  days.  Set  the  Lord  al- 
ways before  you  as  your  almighty  Creator,  your  loving 
.  Redeemer,  your  rightful  Owner,  your  careful  Preferv- 
etf  your  aUfufficient  Portion,  your  holy  Pattern,  your 
obferving  Witnefs,  and  your  awful  Judge.  Undertake 
and  perform  all  your  anions  under  a  fenfe  of  God's  alU 
feeing  eye,  and  of  your  being  accountable  to  him  for 
all  you  io. 

DiREcr.  XXII.  Whether  ye  eat ^  or  drink,  or  nvhat* 
f^evtr  ye  dOf  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  i  Cor.  x.  3 1 .  We 
cat  and  drink  to  God's  glory,  when  we  do  it  for  the 
end  that  our  bodies  may  be  fitted  to  ferve  our  fouls  in 
honouring  and  ferving  God  ^  v  and  when  we  receive 
thefe  mercies  with  thankf ulneis  from  the  hand  of  God, 
and  depend  upon  God's  bit  fling  to  make  them  nourilh- 
ing  to  us }  and  when  we  remember  we  are  but  fte  wards 
ofwhat  we  pofiefs,  and  are  accountable  to  God  the  Pro- 

Erietor,  how  we  improve  thefe  earthly  bleffings  to  his 
onour  and  fervice.     To.u  mull  alfo  apply  the  bufinefi 
of  your  callings  to  God'o  glory,  and  this  you  dO|  when 
Vol.  IIL  3  O  you 
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ymi  c?^r^ntl  en  G^v*  *o  b^trf^  tqu  in  it,  and  to  profper 
t'  c  V  .'•:fc  cf  Tcur  h  .rc*«,  xnd  to  arm  Ttm  againft  alltht 
f  •  -  f  7f^  t"d  ter-pficn*,  which  tout  buGnefs  may 
pT  ci  i  "rn  ir„  Yc  j  cu  ht  aiib  to  pay  and  recme 
T-^  .  rr:*  TtP*' "  T^n-p^v,  with  an  ctc  to  God's  glory, 
hv  ^- 1  ilir?  God  for  ^h  ing  tou  friends  and  earthly  ac- 
cr"  •  o.*  "on?,  and  h^ti-g  to  '.Jod  for  wif  lonn  to  bc- 
h  -V-  y-  uTfcives  to,  as  y*  m.T  f*o  no  harm  to  thofc  yc 
CO-  T-  rir  w"»h,  ror  per  any  hirm  from  them  :  But,  on 
tk  ■  '■o:--2-T,  m>y  be  h-Ipcd  to  do  them  good,  and  get 
bcnrnr  fiom  th.ir..  ^  •  u  rr  a'fo  to  undertake  jooi- 
nlc*  fc»r  Go-'*  c  rrr,  to  :o  k  jo  hi»r  for  protection  by 
the  way,  ana  for  niri'C)ion.  t.^ rough-bearing,  and  liic- 
ccfs. 

D 1 RCCT.  X  X 11 L  Spemtl  as  n.mch  tlmt'  as  pofftbi  nr  ft* 
crei  prajer  omdcoiiV:r'e  vctih  G^^  I  Th^S.  ▼.  17.  And' 
th4t  )t  m  y  cio  thi&  w  rh  ddlig^t,  endeavour  to  keep 
your  he  ns  alwjyi>  in  a  ferious  praying  tmme,  with  an 
abidi  g  imprcffion  of  God  upon  your  fpiritB.  There  it 
a  great  ditfc-rtncc  betwixt  a  ftrioos  fit,  and  a  ferious* 
frame  Ah  .b,  Saul,  Felix,  and  others,  had  their  fe- 
rious fiis,  but  religious  perl'ons  only  keep  their  fouls  in 
a  feriou-  fr^mr,  and  Itudy  to  be  "  in  the  fear  of  the 
LoTii  a.l  the  day  long,"  a>  God  ti  j  »ins,  Prov.  xxiii.  17. 
Pr-yer,  th^i  \b  acceptable  to  God,  muft  be  performed 
with  faith,  delight  and  livclinefjB,  and  not  with  dead- 
nr iV  and  wearinti's,  as  if  it  were  a  t<)(k  or  burden*  A 
life  without  prayer,  or  a  prayer  without  life,  arc  both 
hateful  to  tlit  Gv  d  of  our  Ife.  He  is  the  living  God 
whom  we  wortinp,  ana  hath  no  pleafure  in  dead  per- 
formances But  tney  who  delight  themfelves  in  duty, 
(hail  have  the  dcfires  of  their  hearts  granted  them,  Plai. 
xxxvii  4.  Surely,  they  who  fpend  their  days  in  faith 
and  prwver,  Ih.iil  ':nd  their  day^i  in  peace  and  comfort. 

Di  :tCT  XXV  Make  conjciense  of  fiimiiy'religitn^ 
as  nvtil  as  9if  chjet' duties y  JolliUu  xxiv.  15.  2  S-m.  fi. 
2c.  Ntgjcct  ;.<.t  family  prt.ytr  nor  praifes,  reading 
the  woro,  catcchihng  children  and  (ervants,  fandiifying 
the  fa  I  :th,  cxuurtmg  lO  duty,  reproving  and  curb:'.ig 
fm.  Kcligion  and  ri  formation  muit  begin  in  families, 
if  we  would  with  ic  to  be  national  and  univerfal.   God 
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18  the  author  tud  founder  of  f<imilies,  and  ifhcrcfore 
&ould  have  hom;»ge  from  faniiies  a«  fuch,  by  the  morn- 
ing and  evenirig  ficrifice  (f  prayer  and  praife  Go  to 
him  to  bicfs  fama'y  mercies,  fupply  f^miFy-w  rits,  fanc- 
tify  family-t)ial6,  and  redrcf-  family-grievances  Ear- 
ly train  up  children  in  the  way  tht»y  (hould  go,  pray 
much  for  them,  and  for  God's  bieffing  on  tlte  means  of 
their  education. 

Direct.  XXV.     Megin/hndend  everyday  mnth  God^ 

PfaK  V,  3. IV   8      Let  pray qr  be   tlie  key  to  op©*i 

the  heart  to  God  in  tbe  morning  and  lock  it  againd  aH 
kU  enemies  at  night.  Let  no  Chrifliati  fay,  he  cannot 
pray  ;  for  prayer  is  as  neceifary  to  him  as  breath,  Lam. 
iii.  56.  Let  none  fay,  they  'ave  not  time  for  it ;  bet- 
ter take  time  from  flecp,  than  want  time  for  prayer. 
Think  it  not  enough  to  fay  your  prayers,  but  mind 
yon  muft  pray  your  prayers,  pray  with  finceriiy  and 
£ervour.  Think  with  yourfelf,  this  morning  may  be 
my  iaft  morning,  or  this  ni^ht  my  laft  night ;  for  cer- 
tainly that  morning  coraeth  of  which  you  .W\\\  never 
fee  the  night;  or  the  ntght  in  wjiich  you  will  never 
fee  the  nnorning.  Let  the  oondmfion  of  every  day  pot 
you  in  mind  of  the  conc^uiion  of  ail  your  days,  by 
the  long  night  of  death,  that  will  put  an  end  to 
all  your  work,  and  bring  yon  to  count  and  reckon 
with  your  great  Madcr  about  your  work,  O  to  ly 
down  every  night  reconciled  with  him  !  O  that  we 
could  ly  down  and  leave  our  hearts  with  Chrift,  4md 
compofe  our  fpints  fo,  as  if  we  were  not  to  awake  ttU 
the  heavens  are  no  more. 

Direct.  XX VL  Heein^  none  knowetb  wbai  a  day  may 
Mng  forth ^  Jpend  every  day  as  if  it  were  to  be  your  tqft^ 
Prov.  xmi.  i.  Look  on  yourlelvcs  as  itandiug  every 
day  at  the  door  of  eternity,  and  hundreds  of  difeaies 
and  accidents  ready  to  open  the  door  to  let  you  in. 
No  doubt  you  have  fomctimes  apprehended  yourfclves 
nearer  death  than  you  think  yourfelves  jud  now,  yet 
it  it  certain  that  death  was  never  fo  near  you,  nor  judg* 
meot  never  fo  near  you  as  they  are  at  prcfent.  We, 
who  (land  every  hour  at  the  door  ot  etcrniry,  (hould 
Ipend  our  precious  hours  with  the  greatcit  frugality, 
30a  feeing 
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feting  the  work  we  hare  in  hand  U*  foul- work,  and 
work  on  which  eternity  depends  j  and  the  time  we 
have  to  work  it  in,  is  very  (hort,  and  cannot  be  reeal- 
led.  This  (bort  life  being  only  a  paflage  to  etemityi 
it  (hould  be  fpent  as  a  continual  preparation  for  eter- 
nity. Surely  thofe  who  have  immortal  fouls  fo  near 
eternity,  have  other  work  to  do  than  trifle  away  time 
in  tippling,  idlet^ilkin^,  gaming,  and  fuch  diverfions. 

DtRxcT.  XXVli.    Sojourn  in  tbu  world  as  irameUtrt^ 
leepingfo  ioofe  from  the  worlds  as  to  be  abh  to  pack  tf 
^nd  be  gone  from  it  ufion  Jhort  warnings  i  Pet.  i.  17.  I 
Cor.  vii.  29.  Qi.      We  have  no  conttn|iing  city  nor 
certain  abode  here  \  therefore,  let  us  always  be  ready 
to  arife  and  depart.      And  if  we  Would  be  right  tra- 
Tellers  towards  Zion  above,  we  muft  have  Chrift  in 
our  hearts,  heaven  in  our  eye,  and  the  yrorld  under  onf 
feet.    We  muft  take  God's  Spirit  for  our  guide,  God's 
word  for  our  rule,  God's  glory  for  our  end^  God's  fear 
for  our  guard,  God's  people  for  our  companions,  Go<Fs 
praife  for  our  recreation,  and  God's  promifes  fot  bur 
cordials.     We  muft  make  religion  our  buGnefs,  prafes 
our  delight,  holinefs  our  way,  and  heaven  our  home, 
O  Zion's  travellers,  diftinguifh  yourfelves  from  the  men 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth.     Let  Chrift  always  be  pre- 
pons  to  you,  the  word  fweet,  fin  bitter,  the  world  a 
wildernefs,  and  death  welcome.     Let  Chrift's  will  be 
your  will,  Chrift's  diftionour  your  afHiflion,  Chrift's 
caufe  your  concern,  Chrift's  fuccefs  your  joy,  Chrift's 
day  your  delight,  Chrift's  crofs  your  glory,  Chrift's 
fufferings  your  meditation,  Chrift's  wounds  your  re- 
fuge, Chrift's  blood  your  balm,  Chrift's  rtghteoufneCi 
your  cfoathing,  and  Chrift's  prefence  your    heairen. 
While  travelling  here,  let  your  hearts  burn  with  love  to 
Chrift,  love  to  think  of  Chrift,  love  to  hear  of  Chrift, 
love  to  read  of  Chrift,  love  to  fpeak  of  Chrift,  love  to 
fpeak  for  Chrift,  love  to  fpeak  to  Chrift. 

Direct  XXVIIl.  Keep  up  0  iivelyfenfe  offacramen- 
ta/ vows  and  engagements,  and  walk  anfwerabiy  thereto^ 
Pfal.  ivi.  12,  13.  You  are  under  a  facramentaloathto 
be  true  and  faithful  foldiers  to  the  Captain  of  your&l- 
vation,  fee  that  you  fight  his  battles  again(l  his  and 
your  enemies,  the  devil,  the  worldj;   and  the  ffefl»« 

Remember 
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Remember  what  your  Captain  hath  done  and  faffcred 
for  you ;  let  his  love,  as  well  as  your  oath,  con  drain 
you  to  abide  by  his  ftandard.  Never  go  over  to  hi9 
enemies  camp,  nor  keep  correfpondence  with  them. 
Tour  glorious  Captain  gives  you  choice  feaits  at  his 
table  to  ftrdngthen  and  encourage  you  both  for  work 
and  warfare ;  walk  oti  in  ftrength  of  thefe  fpirituil 
meals,  and  grow  ftronger  in  grace,  and  more  lively  ia 
all  fpiritual  duties,  pray  more  fervently,  hear  more  at- 
tentively, meditate  more  frequently,  partake  more  bc- 
lievingly,  keep  fabbaths  more  delightfully,  and  walk 
worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  well  pleafi.ig.  Your  fpi- 
ritual meals  are  dcfigned  for  your  nourilhment,  ftrength 
and  growth.  Therefore,  grow  in  grace,  O  believers, 
if  you  would  lay  up  a  treafure  of  glory  for  yourfelvet 
hereafter,  lay  up  a  treafure  of  grace  in  your  hearts 
jaft  now  ;  increafe  faith,Mbve,  heart- purity  and  humili- 
ty. Whoever  is  fich  in  grace  now,  will  be  rich  in 
glory  hereafter :  For  wfiat  is  grace  but  glory  begun, 
and  what  is  glory  but  grace  perfe£ied  ?  Who  then 
would  not  love  grace,  feeing  it  is  begun  glory,  an^  1 
certain  pledge  of  complete  glory  ? 

Direct.  XXIX,  Improve  the  talents  God  gives  j9U 
for  his  fervice  and  glory ^  Luke  xix.  13  Remember 
yott  were  not  made  for  yourfelves  only,  but  for  focicty 
S|nd  the  benefit  of  others;  therefore,  employ  your  gifts, 
your  fubftance,  and  whatever  God  has  beftowed,  for 
the  good  of  others';  teach  the  ignorant,  relieve  the 
poor,  i^rengthen  the  weak,  comfort  thofc  that  are  call 
down,  tell  them  your  experiences,  commend  Chrift  as 
a  choice  Mafter  and  a  lovely  Saviour,  and  invite  them 
to  come  ^*  taftc  and  fee  that  he  is  gi^od  ;**  pity  thofe 
who  are  ftrangers  to  him,  and  pray  for  them.  Be  ufe- 
fal  to  others  while  you  live,  which  will  make  your  me- 
mory favoury  when  you  die ;  many,  alas,  are  fo  un- 
profitable in  their  lives,  that  when  they  come  to  die, 
neighbours  fcarce  think  thv^ir  life  worth  a  prayer,  or 
tlicir  death  worth  a  tear ;  but  public-fpirited  and  ufcful 
perfons  are  much  lamented.  Lee  every  one  in  their 
(Rations,  be  a6l:ive,  an4  occupy  their  talents  for  God. 
Be  aflured,  the  more  you  do  for  God  in  this  world, 
the  more  God  will  do  for  you  \n  the  world  to  come. 

If 
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U  the  faints  were  capable  of  grief  in  hearen,  it  woiiU 
be  for  their  doing  fo  little  for  God  on  e  »rfh. 

Direct.  XXX.  Lef  all  believers  be  thankful  to  God  for 
his  distinguijhing  favours  and  mercies  to  them^  Pfal.  cxfL 
8«  12.  A  life  of  praife  doth  highly  become  the  prooii 
of  God's  love  to  you.  Fall  down  humbly  before  God* 
and  afcribe  all  to  his  free  uudefcrved  grace  !  For, 
'  who  is  it  that  maketh  thee  to  di0er  from  another? 
"What  haft  thou,  but  what  thou  haft  received  in  a  way 
of  free  gift  ?"  O  wonder  at  his  free  love,  that  hasdif- 
tinguiftied  you  fro/n  others  !  has  done  that  for  you  that 
he  has  not  done  for  thoufands,  for  myriads,  for  mi- 
lions  I  nor  for  thofc  who  fit  in  the  fame  affembly,  or 
dwell  in  the  fame  houfe  with  you  !  O  biefs  God  who 
fent  his  dear  Son  to  ranfom  you.  and  bring  you  out  of 
prifon,  when  others  arc  left  in  bondage  !  Who  fent  his 
holy  Spirit  to  open  your  eyes,  when  others  are  left  hliixl; 
to  open  your  ears,  when  others  are  left  deaf;  to  open 
your  hearts,  when  others  are  left  (hut  \  to  open  your 
mouths  to  praife  free  diftinguiibing  love,  when  others 
arc  left  dumb.  Employ  your  tongues  then  to  com- 
mend his  love,  and  fmg  his  praif*'. 

Direct.  XXXI.  Since  God  dijlinguifbes  you  from  o- 
thers,  in  his  mercies  to  you.  fee  that  yuu  diftinguijh  your* 
fehesfrom  others^  in  your  fervice  to  bim^  Matth.  v.  47. 
Are  you  Chriftians  indeed  i  You  are  under  ftronger 
obligations  to  live  and  d(X  for  Chrift,  th^n  others : 
Why  ?  You  have  boti.  your  new  name  and  your  ncv 
nature  from  Chrift,  which  others  have  riot ;  you  are 
more  nearly  related  to  Chrift  than  others ;  you  are 
engaged  to  a£l  for  him,  by  more  frequent  and  folcmB 
vows  than  others  \  you  have  greater  mercies  beftow- 
ed  on  you  than  oihers  ;  others  have  but  common- 
mercies,  but  you  have  covenant- mercies,  mercies  that 
accompany  falvation.  You  have  fpiritual  life  within 
you,  and  divine  mtiuences  which  others  want  \  not  on- 
ly the  world,  but  Chrift  himfeif  experts  more  from 
you  than  others  ,  all  which  are  powerful  engagements 
on  you,  to  do  njore  for  God  than  others.  You  know 
more  of  the  things  of  God  than  others  j  you  tatk^ore 
of  them,  yt  u  piofefs  more,  you  promiic  and  engage  to 
do  mere  than  others  \  yea^  God  has  done  unfpeakabiy 
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more  for  you  than  others ;  and  he  may  juftly  cxpeft 
more  from  you  than  others  ;  and  put  th  it  qa?ftion  to 
you,  "  What  do  ye  for  me  more  than  others  ?"  Matth. 

V.  47- 

^uefl.  Wherein  fhouM  believers  diftinsfuifh  thenn- 
(elvi'Sy  and  do  more  for  God  than  others  ?  Anf.  You 
(hould  be  witnefles  for  God,  and  teftify  a^ainft  what 
is  diflionouring  to  hi^n,  by  a  ^(laining  from  all  known 
fin,  and  from  thefe  fins  which  are  common  and  fafhlon- 
afelie  and  little  thought  of  by  others.  By  reprovi'ig  fin 
in  others,  ard  ende«ivouring  to  pluck  them  out  of  the 
fire.  By  keeping  up  family-religion  even  in  the  midlt 
of  bufinefs,  and  banilhiMg  all  known  vice  from  your 
dwellings,  even  minced  oaths,  rafli  ufing  of  God's 
name,  idle  walking  or  talking  on  the  Lord's  day,  back* 
bitings,  cviUwifhes,  rcveng-ful  aft  ions,  unnecctiTuy 
drinking  ot  tippling,  lottery-games,  or  paftimes  of  bad 
reportj  &c  Be  zealous  for  lab  vath  hoiinefs.  Be  meek 
and  lowly  in  your  carriage ;  commend  Chrift  to-others  ; 
fpeak  for  the  honour  of  religion  before  thofe  who  dif- 
regard  it;  (how  fpccial  regard  to  thofe  who  are  (lamp* 
ed  with  God's  image,  though  mean  or  deCpifed ;  be 
ready  to  forgive  wrongs,  and  render  good  for  evil  ; 
disal  honeiliy  and  juftly  with  all  men  ;  be  fober  and 
temperate  in  eating,  drinking,  fleep,  apparel,  &c. 
Guard  again  ft  pride,  pilfion,  hafty  and  unguarded 
words ;  put  great  refpeti  upon  God's  word  and  ordi- 
nances ;  be  concerned  for  the  enlarging  of  Chrift's 
kingdom ;  never  venture  upon  any  known  fin  for  the 
fake  of  worldly  gain  ;  make  confcience  of  relative  and 
(National  duties,  as  to  be  g  3od  hufb.tnds,  good  wives, 
good  parents;  good  children,  good  mailers,  good  fer- 
vantSy  good  neighbours,  Src.  In  fuch  things  as  thefe, 
you  are  to  do  more  for  God  than  ot'iers. 

Direct.  XXXI I.  Be  n  4  aovtent  with  afairprqfejjion 
ofreiigiony  or  with  a  farm  ofgodlinefx^  and  a  name  to  live 
anw*fg  mtn,  fu.  i.  lO  2  iim.  iii  5.  Bu:  endeavour 
to  know  and  feel  the  power  of  godiinefs  in  your  hearts, 
and  to  have  your  pradltce  in  all  refpedlis  correfponding 
to  your  profclfion.  If  your  praftice  be  not  anfwera- 
bie  to  what  you  profefsi  you  fin  againft  great  light. 
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jou  dtficffedit  Tdigion«  and  tempt  men  to  tfaink  it  all 
hypocriry.  If  a  man  live  and  die  a  mere  piofcflbr»  it 
had  been  better  for  him  he  had  lived  and  died  a  mat 
heathen. 

DuicT,  XXXIII.  Kttf  alMoayM  a  watch  mfom  tbe  imr 
tfjour  iipSt  P^^l*  c^'**  3*  f<^ing  the  tongue  hath  a  norid 
of  iniquity  in  it,  James  iii.  6.  Keep  it  as  with  a  bri- 
dle, Pfal.  xxxix.  I.  and  beg  ttie  Lord's  help  to  keep  it, 
and  that  he  himfelf  may  fet  a  watch  upon  your  monthii 
at  the  Pfalmid  prays,  Pfalm  cxli.  as  knowinic  that  so 
watchful  nc^^  cr  refolution  of  our  own  is  fuffictent  kft 
the  governing  of  our  toiigues,  without  God's  fpeciai 
grace ;  without  this,  the  mod  wake-rife  watchman 
watrheth  in  vain.  E  itncftly  feck  for  Chrift's  fake^ 
God's  fpeciai  grace  to  govern  this  unruly  member,  that 
it  may  not  be  fuScred  to  utter  words  which  may  tend 
to  the  didionour  of  God,  or  to  the  hurt  of  men.  Sn^ 
dy  to  govern  your  tongues,  by  ufing  Gdd's  name  with 
reverence,  fpeaking  ^ways  what  is  truth  and  what  ii 
feafonable,  ufeful  and  edifying,  guarding  carefully  a- 
gainft  lying,  evil- fpeaking,  paUionate,  proud,  and  felf- 
exalting  words,  and  againit  all  raCh  cenfures:  Yoa 
have  need  of  great  caution  in  fpeaking,  and  to  take  heed 
either  how  ye  commend  yourftlves,  or  condemn  o- 
thers. 

DuxcT.  XXXIV.  Wa/k  cheerfully  and  contentedly  in 
every  conditioUi  Adls  viii.  39.  Phil.  iv.  1 1.  Such  a  walk 
as  this  doth  bring  gre.u  credit  to  religion  and  the  fervice 
of  our  Redeemer.  What  though  a  believer  be  fed  with 
the  bread  and  water  of  afH:£lion  the  mofl  of  his  life, 
he  h;ith  other  bread  and  another  cup  to  fweeten  both  \ 
the  forgivcnefs  of  fin  is  a  reviving  cordial  in  every  cafe. 
Have  no  will  of  your  own  diftinA  from  God's  will, 
but  be  refigned  to  God's  difpofing  will  in  every  thing, 
and  let  God's  will  and  choice  be  always  yours*  If  yoa 
cannot  bring  your  condition  to  your  mind,  then  yoa 
mud  labour  to  bring  your  mind  to  your  condition,  be- 
lieving that  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father  is  always 
bed  for  you.  Still  remember  that  he  hath  engaged 
himfelf  to  be  with  you  In  all  dates  and  conditions,  and 
to  order  all  things  lor  your  advanuge :    Be  fure  then, 

be 


he  cannot  deny  himfelf ;  all  his  words  arfe  oaths  for 
their  certainty,  and  all  his  promifes  are  the  fure  mer- 
cies of  David.  Be  content  in  ev^ry  cafe-,  for  fince 
Chrift  is  yours,  "  all  things  are  yours.'*  Well,  then, 
let  your  covenanted  God  choofe  out  your  lot  for  yoii  i 
for  you  may  truft  that  it  (hall  be  done  with  more  wtf- 
domv  and  with  more  aSedion,  than  you  can  chufe  for 
yourfelf. 

Direct.  XXXV.  If  ye  would  manifefl:  yourfelvcs 
to  be  truly  religious  both  before  God  and  man,  ieep 
a/ways  thejirfl  andfecond  table  of  the  law  joined  together^ 
and  make  conjcunce  of  hiby  Matth.  xxii.  37,  &c.  Love 
both  God  apd  your  neighbour,  be  juft  and  upright  in 
all  your  dealings  with  men,  a6ling  always  under  a  fenfe 
of  the  all- feeing  eye  of  your  heavenly  Father,  who  en- 
joins you  to  do  the  fame  to  others,  as  ye  would  have 
them  doing  to  you.  Let  a  moral  man  try  his  religion 
by  the  duties  of  the  iirfl:  table  of  the  law,  and  a  pfo- 
fefibr  his  by  the  duties  of  the  fecond  table  of  the  law* 
See  that  ye  love  God  above  all  things,  and  prefer  his 
worthip  and  fervice  to  every  thing.  Love  God  for 
himfelf,  and  love  men  principally  for  what  is  God-like 
in  them. 

DiRCCT.  XXXV.  Carefully  guard  againft  apoftafy  and 
backjliding  from  God  and  his  ways,  Heb.  x.  38,  39.  Be 
always  jealous  of  your  dtceitf ul  and  treacherous  heartr> 
knowing  that  they  are  bent  to  backfliding.  A  holy  fear 
of  departing  from  God,  is  a  good  means  to  keep  us 
from  departing  from  God.  Therefore,  endeavour  to 
prcfcrve  always  a  watchful  and  tender  frame  of  heart,' 
and  be  afraid  of  falling  away,  according  to  that  word, 
Heb.  iv.  ii  If  ye  would  preferve  yourfelves  from  total 
apoftafy,  rife  fpeedily  after  every  fall  by  found  repent- 
ance^ and  have  recourfe  to  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Ly  not 
one  day  in  any  iin,  but  rife  out  of  the  puddle  imme- 
diately^ and  get  to  the  cleanGng  Fountain,  and  renew 
your  covenant  with  Gor*,  and  beg  more  Urength,  and 
faith  to  derive  continual  fupplies  from  Chrift  your* 
Head.  Be  often  calling  your  fouls  to  account^  and 
a£king  your  hearts^  What  is  become  of  the  good  frame?,- 
the  melting  fenfe  of  fin,  the  hungering  defires,  the  de- 
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tiooi  CO  ChriH,  tbat  tbfy  ibmetifDot  4Mii9.  Wlien  ^e 
sttain  to  thefe,  or  to  an?  cf  tken-,  fee  rbat  yr  commit 
A^em  to  Chrift's  Afrpmg,  i^^g  ^th  the  Pfaf-rtf^, 
'«  ly  rd,  be  Turcty  for  fhy  /erfttot  fnA'  f^odil.  £^4^, 
Confriler  the  dreaiiM  cafe  of  «n  «polbte,  »s  drfcriM 
-by  CK'-Lordosct  his  apoftle,  "Matfh.  «ii.  4^^,  44.  2 
Prt.  ii.  2c,  71.  That  man's  cafe  becomes  far  wofetni- 
fetifble  dian  h  was  at  fit  ft.  What^aSkd  cafe  ^  tt^r  a 
<6xii  to  fall  ba«k  mto  hel^  afrer  it  haddfBibed  neit  tte 
^tes  oflicswcn?  Nont  fsllfo  deeply  into 'h^!l  as'flibfe, 
rw)o  fall  -badcv  Jid  into  it. 

D'RECT.  XXXVI 1.  Be  wudrfu/ ^^infl  mH  fin,  tnd 
f^rtuuhrly  ynnr  darlinf  or  conftitutUitkil  Jm^  the  fin  thet 
m^/leH/ify  ^/eis  you,  ¥(91.  xviii.  2^  fidb.  xii.  1.  Our 
«(Wtrfary  the  deT):,  well  knows  this  fin,  :aiid  'on  ^hat 
£de  we  maiy  "be  attacked  with  the  graatefttfuccefe ;  anfl 
^  be  filrt.y  he  will  bring;  htsilrongeft  tevnptations'fliilli^ 
efy  ^nd  cinpk>y  hb  imrfl  fabtlle  wiles  anil  devioes,  tbet 
way  to  enfnare  us.  It  were 'happy  *for  us  if  we  =w€ft 
ilill  watchir^g  ^-dgainit  hiir,  and  could  'ky  with  the  a- 
.poni(.»  "  We  are  not  ignorant  of  bis  dcTices."  Yeni 
are  likcwift  to  watch  again  ft  all  (in  whatfomevcr,  fins 
of  oniii&on  as  well  as  of  commillion.  Grofs  out- 
iifeakings make  eonfcience  to  ftart  ar  their  appeatancC} 
but  It  is  not  fo  alarmed  with  the  ncgle£i  <k  duties. 
Cut  if  eonfcience  be  awakened »  fins  df  omiflion  m'Ji 
lie  heavy  as  well  as  fins  of  com  mi  (Bon.  Some  eminent 
Chriftians,  who  have  lived  the  moft  circumfped  lives, 
when  they  have  come  to  die  and  refledt  on  their  bf- 
paft  time,  have  been  put  to  cry,  **  Lord,  in  fpecial 
forgive  my  fins  of  omiflion.  Venture  not  to  live  in  any 
frame,  courfe  or  pra^ic ,  that  you  would  not-adventore 
to  die  it ,  feeiug  you  know  notbut  your  neat  ftep  may 
be  into  the  grjive.  Guard  againft  all  tfaefe  fins  and  e- 
vils  i>ow  in  the  tinie  of  your  health,  that  may  put 
thorns  in  your  pillow  when  fickncfs  and  the  havbingers 
of  death  approach,  fuch  as  '*  miipending  of  precious 
lin^e,  lu^tec't  cf  pra)-cr,  or  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
fotiVvUty  w^nd  luke  wjrmncfs  in  religion,  earthly  miod- 
eHifieiV,   uuthaukfulncfs  for  mercies,  and  mifcarrying 


after  tbsm*  Nfij;k4l;oC  unpieowi^  Ghrlft^  quienchiag 
the  Spiriti,  negled  of  coxmdlionfy  b^akin^  of  Yoms^ 
falling  from  your  firil  love,  rcturnir)^  to  old  &\8  ^tj^ 
ba4<  mpwmG^ovcXy.  Ciu^ing  ag^oft.  lighr^,  and  af4««-  af- 
flia^oii^,"  &c 

DifiECT,  X^XVIIl.  B^  hfeartii^,  c(m€em$d  fm  th9( 
coming  ani  enJAPgfng  of  CbriJPs  kingdom  fV  tJ7t  vnald\ 
Matttu  vi.  I  o.  Pi'^l.  IxxiL  i  g(,  Sr-  *^l>  it  that,  hi^  flpcl^ 
i^  fo  little^^hMifHbJQ^b  fo  few;  .when  fatan'$«ase  fq.  n^K 
merou^  Uewail  the  unfucQefBfuinefi^of  th;e*gpff>€L,  ^h^ 
seftrain.t  of  the  Spif^t^.  the  divifions.  a,tn(M)g  ChM(UiQ6» 
and  th^.  iBany  htridran€<t6  of  4^6  progcsfs,  of  Ch4(tiaor 
ky.  Lament  the  wrongis  and.  dnihionottr^  done  ta  Godr 
by  others  J  cry.  and  wrcil^le  foe  the  oiuppunUig  of  th^ 
Spirit,  bofih  at  home  and  abroad' 9  pi:ay  fox  the  revivM 
tilf  God'ft  wo»](  ia  d»efe'  laadiSy  amiolii  tb^  deaUniaj' 
ftoj^'y  and i» en^^^iring, after  p^Iic  n<;w&h^e  a.  viuvr 
10  this^  he:  GoncCiCnedr.  for  tho  v^xaxa^  and  wd/are.  o£ 
Cbxift's!  kiQgd<M9^  through  the  world,  foi;  the  aQccKQf* 
pUihoaentof  God's  pronni&s,  concerning  th^.  d^i^viQ* 
lion,  of  Anliehi-i^  ^iabrylon's'  dnwnfal^  the  iiobw^g 
•f  the  Jew€|,a4id  the  fuibdiung  of  the  iiaftions.  /^d 
wbea  yuou  h.ea«  of  m)^  afpftaiajarce  of  God's  aj^iGi^  to 
councenafie&hiji  weidy  andGonqu^s  Cxuiers^to  hiijofelf^ 
irli¥:riiiep  ^K.  bo.mjK  or*  abroad,  rejoice  at  the  news,  ceckoa 
them  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  and  bkfs  the  Lord  £oc 
lb«n^  wUh  aJl  your  heat ts.  U  i«;  nnoflr  pJeafinit  and,  ac- 
ceptable to  Qchdi,  to.  f<re  his.  people  he^tily  coojcefjicKi 
for  the  prolfjcnty  of  Jeridialcm- 

DmnoT-  XXXiX.  Be  bufy  iayvtSiUfraJockfor  afink" 
lied  or  difiitbb^d,  wbertr  ail  the  comft^KU  of  l^e  wiil  be 
taJieUjs  toyou^  1  Tim.  vi.  \i)*  Lay  up  a  Itock.  ol  faith 
aad  patie£M.e|  a  ftock  of  evider.ccs  ox  divine  lpye>.  and 
of  your  intectft  iu  Chciil  \  a  dock*  of  divine  pix)nme9 
afd  experiences  of  GodTs  loving  Lindnefs^  which  i^tay 
he  fappouing:  to  you  in  the  day  of  (hu»p-  rrials.  When 
maruicrs  go  to  fca^  they  viftual  the  (hip^  and  ]?n)vide 
for  a  ftorm  And  ought  not  we  to  forefee  the  Itorms 
of  affliftioii,  of  ficknefs  and  of  death,  and  provide  and 
fey  up  for  them  ?  It  wih  bs  fad,  if,  when  the  Bride- 
groom is  come,  we  have  our  oil  then  to  buy,  when  the 
3  P  2  market 
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market  is  over.  Now  is  the  the  time  for  providing  oil ; 
now  is  the  market  of  ^race ;  now  is  the  acceptable 
time  ;  now  is  the  day  of  falvation. 

Direct.  XL.  Be  looking  and  longing  for  the  etemaf 
/upper  of  the  Lamb,  Philip,  i.  2^.  Rev.  xix- o.  Hungry 
fouls,  who  have  tailed  the  Tove  of  Jefus,  u^ng  for  the 
Lamb's  fupper  below,  that  they  may  enjoy  communion 
with  him  here,  and  this  makes  them  ci y.  When  (hall 
the  opportunity  return  ?  When  (hall  I  come  and  appear 
iKfore  God  ?  When  (hall  I  again  fee  his  power  and 
glory  in  the  fandlnary  ?  When  (hall  I  again  tafle  hii 
love  and  goodnefs  in  the  facrament  ?  And  yet  thefe  are 
but  fmall  foretailes  of  the  Lamb's  fupper  above.  What 
is  our  drinking  of  the  fruit  of  the:  vine  here,  to  out 
drinkinjr  it  new  with  Chrift  in  his  Father^s  kingdom  ? 
Therefore,  look  out,  and  long  for  the  time  when  the 
day  (hall  break,  ^nd  the  (hadows  flee  away,  and  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  (hall  be  triumphantly  folemnizsd 
and  completed  with  the  church  his  efpoufed  bride, 
whom  he  will  then  lead  into  the  King's  palace,  where 
their  tranfient  glances  (hall  be  changed  into  immediate 
vilion,  and  their  (hort  taftes  into  evtrlafting  feafting 
and  fulnefs.  "  O  blefTed  are  they  for  ever,  who  are 
called  to  the  marriage^fupper  of  the  Lamb  :'*  Thefe 
are  the  true  fayings  of  God.  I  believe,  Lord  help  my 
unbelief.     Amen. 

Unto  the  forefaid  Directory ,  I  (hall  fubjoin  a  variety 
of  Scripture  Songs ^  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  Zion^s  tra- 
vellers ,  and  tbcfc  I  deGgn  as  a  fupplemerit  to  my  ^•J- 
pel  hymns  ^  publifhed  fome  months  ago;  and  which  ad- 
dition I  underAand  will  be  agreeable  to  the  defires  of 
not  a  few. 

Asjto  the  duty  and  advantage  of  praifing  God  by  fing- 
ing  fuch  hymns  and  fpiritual fongs^  according  to  the  A- 
poftle's  repeated  inftrudlions,  I  (hall  add  nothing  to 
what  I  have  faid  thereanent,  in  my  preface  to  the  fore- 
faid Gofpel'hymns^  but  refer  my  reader  thereto. 

SCRIPTURE 


SCRIPTURE-SGNGS 

FOR. 

Z  ION'S    TRAVELLERS, 

IN 
THEIR    WAY    TO    HEAVEN. 


la.  XVT.  lo.    Tiff  Ranfimedof  the  Lord  fiall  rtivrn^  a$id  nme  to  Zion 
with  Songs, 

PfaL  CXXXviiL  5,  TbeyJhaUJmg  in  the  ^oayt  •ftbe  Lord. 


SONG    L 

The  Primitive  Communicants. 

r    ^  HRlST's  friends  at  firft  oft  broke  his  bread, 
V>*      InfpirM  with  love  divine. 
They  drank  ihe  Spirit  of  their  Head, 
As  weirs  the  facrcd-winc, 

2  They  (hewM  \\\%  death  with  heart  and  foul, 

And  feared  on  his  love  \ 
His  blood  and^ounds  they  did  extol. 
And  fung  like  fiaintr  above. 

3  Lord,  grant  us  part  of  that  love.flame, 

Which  in  their  hearts  abode  j. 
That  made  them  witnefs  for  the  Lamb^ 
And  fuffer  for  their  God. 

4  l^arm  (howVs  from  heav'n  fend  down  on  lis, 

That  frozen  hearts  may  yield. 
And  turn  u^  from  a  wUdernefs 
Into  a  fruitful  field. 

5  Thy  people,  Lordr  lament  for  thee. 

And  fore  thy  abfence  mourn; 
They  long  thy  face  again  to  fee  ; 
To  gofpel-feafts  return. 

6  Come  to  thy  table,  with  us  fit. 

Our  grudges  all  remove, 
Unite  our  hearts,  and  make  us  fit 

To  keep  the  feaft  of  love. 
•j  Caufe  ilreams  of  living  waters  flow 

In  channels  of  thy  grace  j 
And  let  the  north  and  fouth  vvind  blow. 

Our  flraitnings  to  releafe. 


4^4  Scripture  Songs. 

8  Thy  Spmt^  ttmplr  make  bur  b€art«> 

And  \Aitb  us  fltll  at)ide^ 
Make  his  conviftions  pierce  like  darts, 
Le4<us.na  more  backflidb. 

9  Thy  hidin;;s  are  a  bitter  cup. 

Like  flowers  we  fade  and  mourn, 
We  droop,  we  gricf«e,  and  OBH^t'iooM  up^ 
Till  tbou.our  Sun. return. 

10  L^rd  chafge  not  QniUf^foraMr  gwUik^i 

Let  all  thine  anger  oeiifa  y 
Look  ta  thr  blood  ^m.Cdir^'r^  fpilt^ 
Aud  bid-wg»-i»-ptace.. 

SONG    IK 

The  Hmjt  S^mm^y^'firibB  Holt  Ta«x* 

1  O  PATH^Rof  our  dying  Lor<>, 

Hear  thy  Son^s  fpeakfng'  bloody 
Fulfil  to  us  his  gmcioud  word  $ 
Send  do'wn  the  heavenly-  fi»od; 

2  Thy  Spirit  grant;  for  whichf  ho  pray'd^ 

To  glorify  thy  Son  j 
His  prorais'd  inHuencos  (hcd. 
That  wonders  may  be-  done. 

3  Glad  we'll  his  dioath  coroint^morate. 

Ay  till  he  come  again  ^ 
Elefs  both  the  word  and  facrament; 
Take  thy  great  power  and  reign* 

4  Chrill  s  table  now*  iliiiid's  furni(hed 

With  bleflings  of  befb  kinds  j 
Pardon  and  Ptace  boujjht  witb  hi*  bloody 
Choice  food  tor  troubled  minds* 

5  Give  fai'^h  to  feed  and- view  hi»  love, 

His  flripes  and  wounds  each  one, 
How  he  wasjeer'd  that's  fear'd  above, 
filafphemM  and  fpit  upon* 

6  In's  handi  and  feet  we  fee  this  nails 

Piercing  his  tender  veins^ 
For  us  each  wound  the  blulhing  ground> 

With  blood  infinite  ftams. 
1  Black  cloi  ds  for  us  -/crwhelmM  hi>  foul, 

Sore  was  his  agony  ; 
Whtn  he  cry 'd.   My  God,  my  God^  why 

Wby  baji  thou  Jor/aken  m^f 


Sefiptufe-Sdfigi.  ^ 

I   Thy  matchlefs  love  we*ll  pfaife'slteud, 
Our  foals  it  doth  coifflrarn, 
To  love  aad  live  to  thee  our  God, 
Who  for  our  fins  waft  flain. 
>   May  1  no  more'to  ptay'r'be  dragg*ti. 
To  ferve  thee  let  roe  tan. 
May  I  in  duties  keep  my  courfc. 
Like  to  the  riling  fun. 
lo  Unto  the  Lamb  that  imce  was  (laiti, 
Be  praife  and  glory  giv'n, 
By  all  that  dweii  upon  the^e^rthy 
And  all  the  hofts  of  hcav'n, 

S  'O  N  G    'Yll. 

CHRIST'S  ^ACBtmcE,  tbe^onfy  Foundation  df'&iir'Vii\}S7. 

1  SO  e^reat's  the  B:ttHt<of  •^Uen-toan, 

None  could  his  pardon  boy  j 
Great  muft  it  be,  vrh«n  God  himfclf 
Muft  for  his  creature  dre! 

2  Slain  beafts  for  fin  cbuHl  not  atoire. 

Such  ofiTrings  all  were  vain, 
Had  not  the  Father  gtv*n  his  Son 
For  finners  to  be  Barn. 

3  Had  the  whole  church  'bc'en  dflPcrd  up, 

As  one  burnt  Tacrific«  ; 
Our  fmallefl  debrthis  could  not  pay, 
Creaturf  s  coiild  not  fuffice. 

4  But  mercy,  inthis'hophjfsxafe, 

A  facrifice  prepares  5 
A  Lamb  of  all  fufficiient  worthy 
Which  diffipatesour  tears. 

5  This  Sacrifice  more  precioits 

Than  all  created  th:ngs, 
To  us  eternal  happindfs 
In  foul  and  body  brings* 

6  This  is  thtf  fure  Foundation-ftotte, 

Which  God  in  Zion  lays, 
F/»r  men  to   :.uild  their  hopes  Upon, 

He^s  blejl  that  on  it  Jays. 
*j  Tho*  eaf'h'b  fou^dauon^  be  removM, 

This  Rock  fliil  ftandeth  'fall, 
By  florms  unmoved,  on  tht&^liloire 

My  anchor  1  will  call. 


.4W 

8  Tbe  Lamh^  oor  Hock,  fix  v  did  die. 

For  OS  wofs  froan  tlir  dead. 
For  us  he  did  aScmd  on  Ingli, 
For  at  his  blood  doth  pkad. 

9  O  blecdiog  Lamb,  flkrw  mc  thy  naaw 

Writ  in  thj  book  of  lifie  ; 
Then  I  will  kmg  to  be  with  thee. 
Oat  of  this  land  of  ftfife. 

10  To  worihip  with  the  heav^alj  haSt^ 

Jehovah  ooe  io  three, 
Tbe  Father,  Son,  and  Holj  Ghoft, 
To  all  etercitj. 

S  O  N  G     IV. 

TTfe  DisnixssED  Soul  looking  to  the  Lamb  far  PUf, 

*/ 

1  COME  fee  mj  cafe,  O  bleeding  Lainb| 
In  mercj  t^e  me  as  I  am, 

Qpite  naked,  and  put  cloatbing  on 
A  flraoger,  and  make  me  a  (on. 

2  BurdenM  with  guilt,  and  give  me  eafcj 
A  bond-man,  and  my  foul  releafe. 
All  vile,  not  fit  to  join  thy  faints  j 

A  creature  all  made  up  of  wants. 

3  By  nature  I  hare  nothing  good. 

All  mufl  be  brought  me  by  thy  blood  ; 
But  fince  thy  wounds  are  openM  wide, 
PU  hope  in  Jefus  crucify 'd. 

4  Thy  blood  mens  foreft  plagues  doth  cure, 
Tliy  wounds  their  backward  hearts  allure, 
Thy  blood  ftrange  changes  works  in  nien, 
For  wond'rous  works  the  Lamb  was  flain ! 

5  Thy  Bible  doth  thy  pity  (hew, 

1  reft  on  thy  words  fweet  and  true, 

Sou/t  come  to  me,  and  no  more  doubt^ 

For  him  that  comes  Vil  not  cojl  out, 
;  Renew  my  foul,  plant  grace  this  dayj 

Give  me  a  heart  to  mourn  and  pray, 

O  kill  in  me  this  rebel  fin, 

Rcftore  thy  image  me  within, 
r  For  thefe  things  1  to  thee  do  come  j 

Caft  me  not  out,  fincc  there  is  room. 

Make  good  thy  words,  and  hear  my  cries, 

For  on  thy  truth  my  foul  relies. 


O  deareft  Lamb»  dUft  ihov  sot  bl4«d» 
To  purchafe  every  thing  wc  ncfd  ^ 
Doth  not  thy  blood  fltll  mn  to  li0«l 
Diilrcfled  fouls,  their  plagtxs  wbo  &^l  ^ 
We  feel  our  forefi,  L<»td,  hetl  U9  f^o^^ 
And  in  us  let  thy  will  be  dope* 
Praife  Father,  Sob,  find  Holy  Ghaft* 
One  God  in  Chrift,  that  ^ft^  cbe  M« 

SONG    V. 

'  cm/i  f  viondtr  mi  Ciatif  t^i  SuF7£iiH6S|/ri9M  irOvi  /p  ui. 

BEHOLD  Chrift  in  a  bloody  fwcat, 

Which  all  his  garfneDln  ftai«s ! 
See  four  wide:  wounds  ijn^f  hands  and  feet. 

When  bifr  natli  pf«rc'd  his  weiiu  ! 
Behold  his  foul  opprefied  for#. 

And  in  the  greatefl  pais  \ 
How  heavy  was  the  wr«tb  Vt  borti 

Of  which  he  did  cowpkin  \ 
Yet,  Lord,  whilft  our  fins  fillM  to  thco 

This  bitter  wrathful  cop  > 
A  blefled  feaft  thou  mad'ft,  that  we 

Might  at  thy  t»bte  lup  ! 
O  friends  of  Chrift,  draw  n#ar  his  tbropt, 

To  him  thank'off'riogs  briog, 
For  in  bis  temple  ev*ry  «M# 

Should  of  his  glgry  Jiugm 
Let  men  him  love  \  and  fin  abhor 

Which  causM  b«m  grief  and  psin. 
Let  all  the  angels  flill  adoro 

The  Lamb  for  fiiiner»  flain  ! 
With  warm  affe^ions  let  ui  blofs 

Our  great  high-pHrft  ftbovc, 
A.nd  ev'ry  day  admire  and  praife 

The  wonders  of  bif  love  ! 
B*rom  love  he  left  his  throoe  00  high, 

LodgM  in  a  virgin's  womb ! 
Love  brought  him  to  the  croft  to  die ! 

Love  laid  him  in  a  tomb ! 
Love  rais'd  him  up,  and  toqk  him  bgck. 

To  heaven  to  make  us  r/6om  ! 
B*i-om  thence  return  heMl  for  our  lakCf 

In  love  to  bring  us  home  ! 

Vol.,  IIL  3  (^ 


9  From  lore  be  wetrtct  not  to  p1e«d,      , 

And  ihew  hit  bleedioflr  hsiuJty 
Sinc^  he  h^th  joftice  fiitit fy*dy 
Oar  freedcMp  be  demands. ' 

10  Thy  blood  batb  done  all  things  tot  mit^ 

111  j^lory  in  thy  ctoU  \ 
My  beft  tUngt  Til  grre  up  for  thee, 
I  coQQt  them  an  hot  lob. 

SONG    VI. 

Fnrio  2  Sam.  zziii*  3^— 7* ,   Being  m  Provbzct  a/*  Cm 
and  king  David's  Swan  So^iq  in  tbf  views  of  demh. 

j^  A  RULER  jaft  bVr  men  fliall  rile, 
-  In  God^  fcar  tnle  fliall  he. 
As  morning  light  ffirings  from  the  ikieS| 
So  welcome  Aall  he  be* 
a  Like  nfing  fon  he  icatters  all 
The  black  (hades  of  the  night. 
No  clouds  this  morning  darken  fliall, 
Refrefliing  \s  its  light. 

3  He  fliall  the  frozen  earth  iblace, 

Like  fun-fliine  after  rain, 
Wbofe  warming  beams  revive  the  grafi, 
And  make  all  fpring  again. 

4  I^m  grievM,  all  prove  not  good  and  juft, 

Who  from  my  loins  do  fpring  \ 
But  glad  to  fee  he  fprings  from  n\e, 
That's  Zion's  bleffed  King. 

5  A  King  that  fayos  us  from  our  foes. 

In  hearts  rules  by  his  might ; 
With  his  juft  laws  let  all  men  clofe. 
Obey  him,  it's  his  right. 
^  Although  my  houfe  be  not  with  God 
Such  as  it  ought  to  be ; 
Yet  hcf  hath,  thro^  Mefliah's  blood, 
A  covenant  made  with  me. 
y  A  covenant  whieh  life  doth  bring, 
And  evermore  endure, 
Well  ordered  in  ev'ry  thing. 
With  promifes  mod  fure  i 
8  My  heart's  defire  is  towards  it, 
'Tis  my  falvation, 
Altho'  he  dolh  AOt  come  as  yet 
fox  to  le&xtb  hYislO*  'vxqt^^*  •  ' 


Scripture-Songs^ ,  4IJI 

9  But  BeliaVs  fons  who  are  his  foes^ 
God  fmite  them  will  id  ire, 
HeMl  them  confume  who  him  oppofir^ 
Like  thorAs  burnt  up  with  £re, 

S  O  N  G    VIL 

\   ■ 

The  Saints  Triumph  over  death.     JProm  Job  xix.  25.  6Vi 
I  Cor.  XV,  43*  53*  Philip,  iii.  ai.  £zek.  xvi*  14* 

-I  THOUGH  on  me  heavjr  tri^s  come, 
And  death^s  flroke  on  me  fall, 
My  faith  and  hope  (hall  not  fuccnmbi 
But  triumph  oVr  them  all. 
%  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives. 
Who  pleads  my  caufe  with  God, 
To  fare  each  foul  who  him  believeS| 
He  comes  to  (hed  his  blood. 

3  Then  for  a  while  he'll  go  away, 

But  will  return  again. 
And  on  the  earth',  at  latter  day* 
Stand  with  a  glorious  train* 

4  Though  in  the  grave  my  body  ^all, 

And  worms  do  it  confume^ 
£v'n  fkin  and  fleih,  blood,  bones,  and  all| 
Yet  death  rU  overcome.  V 
j  My  Lord  will  raife  me  from  the  dud, 
HeMl  clothe  my  bones  with  flefh, 
1*11  fee  my  God  whom  now  I  truft, 
Which  will  my  foul  refrefh. 
6  That  fleOi  which  all  confumed  was, 
The  very  fame  fhall  rife  ^ 
Yea,  I  wiU  fee  Chrift's  lovely  face. 
With  thefc  my  very  eyes. 
9  Though  for  a  time  my  duft  fa;e  loathM^ 
Moft  beautiful  hi  be. 
My  mortal  body  (hall  be  clothM 
With  immortality. 
S  Like  ChriiVs  own  body  I  will  (hinei 
With  raiment  white  as  light* 
His  comelinefs  is  ever  mine : 
This  ev'ry  faint  makes  bright^ 

3Q^« 


4f*  '  Het^n/v^Sn 


SONG    Vlli. 

CHRIST'S  ZruinAhhow%i»  MmkimL 

From  Proy»  viii.  27    to  the  end. 

1  WHEN  the  creation  war  begun 

By  God's  almighty  hand, 
xbon  ly  fais  own  £tenin  Soff^ 
Concutr*d  va  the  coniniMid* 

2  I  joined  to  h's  counfels  wife. 

Loft  mankind  to  redeem ; 
I  was  my  Father^s  chief  delighf. 

And  I  rejoicM  in  him. 
5  And  in  the  earth,  when  M  for  man 

Was  framM  with  (Hvinc  art  ^ 
With  pleafure  I  fbre&w  the  Church, 

Its  habiuble  part. 

4  Before  the  light  wa«  made  to  (hihe, 

My  heart  was  fct  on  nnn  \ 
My  thoughts,  from  all  eternity, 
On  his  falvation  ran. 

5  The  forefight  of  mens  mifcry. 

Made  me  engage  for  them 
To  be  their  help  \  for  my  delights 
Were  with  the  fons  of  men. 

6  O  children,  then  to  me  give  ear ;  * 

They're  bleft  my  ways  that  chuTe : 
Be  wife,  and  my'inftru^lion  hear  j 
They're  fools  who  it  refufe. 

7  Blcft  is  the  man  that  hears  my  word, 

And  doth  attend  my  gates  j 
Who  watchfully  looks  for  the  Lord, 
And  at  bis  door-pofts  waits. 

8  Bleft  is  the  man  that  findeth  me, 

With  me  hell  live  above. 
And  have,  thro'  all  eternity, 
God's  favour  and  his  love. 

9  But  his  own  foul  he  doth  injure. 

Who  flights  my  offers  free ; 
And  thofe  who  hate  my  precepts  pufe^ 
Court  death  eternally. 


Sct^mrt'Safigr.  a|$it 


SONG    IX. 

im  Solomon's  Son^,  chap.  i.    Being  a  Dialogue  betwixt 
CHRIST  iifl^AixSfwsB: 

Spouse.  * 

LIKE  fweeteft  ointment  imtXU  thy  naae. 

Dear  JESUS,  unto  mfC. 
Hence  virgin-fouls  fend  out  a  fl^me 

Of  holy  lore  to  thee. 

0  draw  me,  and  wc^l  run  to  thee  V    .. 
Bled  King,  thou  didft  me  bring 

Into  thy  chamber,  hence  will  we 

In  thee  rejoice  and  fing. " 
More  than  the  tafte  of  richeft  Winc^ 

Thy  love  think  on  we  will  j* 
Mod  coflly  was  thy  Iove-de%a  \ 

The  upright  love  thee  ilill. 
Tell  me,  good  Shepherd,  whom  I  love. 

Where  thy  dear  fheep  arc  fed  j 
Shew  me  the  paths  wherein  they  move| 

And  where  they  find  a  {had«. 
Leave  me  not  in  a  wand'ring  courfe^ 

Like  thofe  who  lofe  their  way : 
With  flocks  of  thy  competitors 
Let  me  not  go  aflray.   , 
Christ. 
Art  thou  bewildered,  my  fair  one^ 

And  canfl  not  find  thy  reH  ^ 
Come,  follow  my  dire&ion, 

V\\  (hew  thee  what  is  beft. 
In  footileps  of  my  flock  go  on. 

The  fhepherds  tents  keep  nigh ; 
Thy  kids  and  young  ones  bring  along, 
So  thou  (halt  meet  wi<h  me. 
Spous*!:. 
While  at  his  table  fits  the  King, 
My  ipikenard  fmelleth  fweet : 
My  graces  languishing  do  fpring. 
With  thisSun^s  quick*ning  I^at. 

1  Dear  Jefus,  as  a  bunch  of  myrrh^ 

Shall  m  my  bofom  lie  ^ 
To  lodge  with  m^  he'll  not  dtmuf^ 
While  nightly  (hades  do  fiay^ 


49<  Skr^tm^S&tigs, . 

SONG    X. 

From  Song*  iii.  i.  to  9* 

Chili  ST. 
I  I  AM  the  Rofe  of  Sharon^s  field. 
The  Lily  of  the  vale  y 
I  f A-eetnefs  and  delight  do-  yield. 
When  earthly  ^glories  fail, 
a  As  lilies  fhine  amidft  the  thorns, 
So  doth  my  love  the  bride  j 
The  dauj;;hters  want  what  her  adorns. 
Though  they  live  by  her  fide* 
Spotrsx. 
5  As  th*  apple  tree  doth  far  excel 
The  forcft*«  barren  growth  5 
So  my  Love  outlhines  mortals  all, 
'i'hough  in  their  bloonung  youth* 

4  Under  his  (hade,  with  i^reat  delight, 

I  fat  down  for  to  reft  ^ 
I  found  folace,  his  heav'nly  £ruit 
Was  fwcct  unto  my  tafte. 

5  He  brought  me  to  his  houfe  of  wine, 

My  faintings  to  allay  ^ 
The  banner  of  his  love  divine 
O'er  me  he  did  difplay. 

6  Bring  ftrength^ning  flagons  unto  me. 

With  cordials  from  above  ^ 
Fetch  me  fweet  apples  from  the  tree. 
For  1  am  iick  of  love. 

7  When  thus  ray  fainting  foul  did  cry 

For  grace  me  to  uphold* 
My  tender-hearted  Lord  drew  nigh, 

His  arms  me  did  infold. 
S  All  things  without  me  and  within, 

I  charge  to  fland  in  awe. 
To  wake  or  grieve  my  love  with  fin, 

Lefl  from  me  he  withdraw. 

9  Though  griey'd,  he  doth  return  to  me. 

For  lo  !  his  voice  I  hear, 
OVr  hills  of  guilt  him  leap  I  fee, 
My  mourning  foul  to  cheer. 

10  He  haftea  to  me  like  hart  or  roe, 

Our  dark  walls  he  makes  light  \ 
Through  lattices  himfelf  doth  (hotr, 
WitTi  coiat\\ivtfcmo^>at\^\. 


S  O  N  G    XL 

From  Song  li.  lo.  to  the  end. 

Christ. 

1  RISE  up  faid  Chrift,  my  faireft  one. 

Come  thou  away  to  me  ^ 
The  winter-ftorms  of  wrath  are  gone, 
I  bore  them  all  for  thee. 

2  From  barren  ground  the  flow'rs  do  fpiia^; 

Men  hear  the  tartleV  voice  ; 
The  droojSing  birds  begin  to  fing. 
And  fad  hearts  to  rejoice. 

3  Young  figs  and  grapes  do  now  appear, 

And  yield  a  fwcct  perfume  5 
The  heav'nly  vine  faint  hearts  doth. cheer. 
Rife  up,  riiy  love,  and  come. . 
4  My  dove  that  lodgeft  in  the  rock. 
In  cleftfi  o^  my  deep  .wounds  ^ 
And  doft  to  me  in  fecret  look. 
When  in  thee  grief  abounds : 
5  Lift  up  thy  face  and  voice  to  me  ; 
Thefe  ple^fe  mine  eye  and  ear  ^ 
Thy  graces  all  I  love  to  fee. 
Thy  voice  of  pray'r  to  hear. 
{5  Take  us  the  foxes,  whofe  deiignv 
Are  vineyards  to  annoy, 
The  little  foxes,  which  the  vines 
And  tender  grapes  deflroy* 
Spouse. 

7  My  Love  is  mi^je,  my  foul's  delight. 

And  I  am  alfo  his  ^ 
Among  his  faints,  thofc  lilies  wjiite^  \  ^ 

His  place  of  feeding  is : 

8  There  he  abides  till  break  of  day,. 

When  (hadows  all  (liall  flee  3 
Till  then,  come  like  a  hart  or  roc, 
P V  Bcther  hills  to  me.    . 


■i^rf 
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SONG    XIL 
From  Song  iii.  i,  a,  3,  4,  5,  II. 

Spouse. 

1  ALL's  dark  when  Jefu^  hides  kis  face^ 

Night-fhades  fieill  ine  upott  ^ 
Sefertion  is  a  weary  cafe, 

When  Chrift  mj  Lo¥e  is  gone. 

2  I  on  my  bed  my  lofs  did  mind, 

I  fought  him  thus  alone  ^ 
My  drowfy  fearch  him  did  not  find. 
Vain  was  my  flotkful  moan. 

3  1*11  rife,  and  round  the  city  go, 

Through  ilreets,  broad^ways,  and  lalles  ^ 
This  way  I  fought  my  Love,  but  lo  ! 
Succefsleg  were  my  pains. 

4  The  city  watchmen  found  me  out« 

Their  do6lrine  touched  my  caiSe  : 
Ah,  whereas  he  !  Can  you  foWe  my  doubt  f 
None  of  them  brought  me  eafe. 

5  When  means  and  duties  prov'd  fo  weak. 

Beyond  them  all  1  paft  : 
When  1  fome  ileps  from  them  did  make, 
I  found  my  Love  at  laA. 

6  I  him  embrac'dy  and  held  him  faft> 

Till  once  1  got  him  brought 
Into  my  mother^s  dwellings  wafte. 

To  ftrengthen  what  he  wrought, 
5  Sincp  hc*s  come  in,  1  do  you  charge. 

Who  Salem's  daughters  are, 
By  l^es  and  hinds  which  run  at  large, 

Our  joys  you  do  not  mar. 

8  Let  fin  or  earth  no  motion  make, 

For  to  difturb  his  reft  ; 
Let  none  prcfume  my  love  to  wake^ 
Until  it  pleafe  him  beft. 

9  O,  Zion's  daughters,  all  go  forth, 

Behold  king  Solomon, 
Ev'n  Chrift  our  King,  of  higher  worth, 
Wearing  his  glorious  crown  j 

10  Wherewith  his  mother  crowned  his  head. 
On  his  cfpoufal  day, 

That  day  on  which  his  heart  was  glad, 
Him  love  and  jraife  for  ay. 


SONG    XIIL 
From  Song  W.  7^  8,  9,  k»,  it,  i2j  i6* 

C  MR  I  ST. 

I  THOU  art  all  fairi^hea  in  thy  drcfs, 

My  love,  thou*rt  fair  to  mc  j  \ 

When  clothed  with  my  righteoufnefs. 
No  (pot  IS  feen  in  thee* 
a  My  fpoufe,  come  off  from  Lefauion^      . 
And  mounts  of  vanity  : 
Let  all  the  wjotld^s  deceits  alone. 
And  come  alongft  with  me. 

3  By  faith  look  from  Amana^s  top^  . 

Shenir  and  Hermon  fair  ^ 
From  dens  of  prey,  behold  wbh  hope    - 
The  land  beyond  compare. 

4  My  fpoufe,  thou  doit  my  love  enhance, 

And  draw^fl  my  heart  to  thee. 
With  thy  neck>chatnsy  and  with  a  glance 
Of  thy  ^eficving  eye; 

5  Thy  love  to  me  moregfateEol  is^ 

Than  wine  of  any  kind  ^ 
Thy  graces  more  than  fragrant  (pice 
Acceptance  with  me  find. 

6  Thy  lips  drop  f^eet  j  and  from  thy  tongue 

Do  milk  and  honey  flow  : 
Thy  garments  iJriielLas  Lebanon, 
Which  I  on  thee  beftow. 

7  A  garden  fair,  jnciosM  by  grace, 
,    My  fpoufe  thou  art  to  me  f 

I  chus'd  thee  from  the  wildernefr,. 
With  fine  fprings  fumifli'd  thee.  . 
S  p  o  u  s  X. 

8  If  I  thy  garden  be,  O  Lord, 

Caufe  heaven's  wind  awake, 
Sweet  quickening  gales  to  me  afford, 
My  graces  lively  make« 

9  Sharp  northern  blsils  fend  to  convince^ 

And  caufe  the  fouth  wind  blow  } 
With  breathings  :waxm  affift  my  -wiats, 
And  make  my  fpices  fiow. 
Vol.  IIL  3  R 
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l»  Tlicii  let  my  I.oTe  bis  prefeoce  fwcet 
Un-..c  his  ^^arden  j^at, 
Tb;t»  he  ma^  tzx  hif  pIc^iGnt  fruit. 
Which  he  himfelf  aid  pbnU 

SONG    XIV* 
From  Song  v.  i ,  2|  3  4^ 

Cb&ist. 
X  My  Spoafe,  to  anfwer  thee  I^  come 
Irio  my  gi^rdeo  fair^ 
My  myrrh  and  fpice  of  iweet  perfnme. 
With  pleafure  i  do  (hare. 
3  On  boc..yy  wioe,  and  milk  I  feaft^ 
All  friends,  ccme  eat  with  me. 
And  drink  m^  wine  of  heavenly  tafte, 
Yc^a,  drink  abundantly. 
Spouse 

3  Wh^te  Chrid  invites,  my  fool  prevails  % 

Yet  fomethinjt;  wakes  in  me, 
To  hearken  to  Chrift's  kaocks  and  calls. 
His  voice  fpeaks  prcffingly. 
C  ■  R  r  s  T. 

4  Open  to  me,  my  Father^  dnld  ^ 

Open  to  me,  my  love  ^ 

Open  to  me^  my  undefiFd  > 

Open  to  me,  my  dove. 

5  From  love  Vm  (landing  at  thy  door. 

Thy  heart  cad  open  ibon  \ 
A  midnight  (how*r  of  wrath  I  bore. 
To  lave  thee  when  midone. 
Spousb. 
(1  I  am  undre(s'd,  and  reft  is  fweet. 
From  bed  I  cannot  rife  \ 
How  (hall  I  now  defile  my  feet  I 
Thus  {loth  did  me  entice. 

7  By  tht  key-hole,  my  well  belov'd 

His  hand  of  pow'r  put  in  ; 
So  that  my  bowels  all  were  movM, 
For  being  ungrate  to  himu 

8  When  1  roQz^d  up,  obeyM  his  kaoc)c^ 

My  hands  dropt  plea&ntly 
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WiA  oil  of  myrrh)  left  on  tbc  lock  j 
Which  made  the  bolt  to-fly. 
9  To  my  belovM  I  opened  faft, 
Who  to  my  grief  was  gone  ! 
I  fainted,  when  his  fpeeches  pad 
I  mournfully  thought  on. 
ZO  I  fought  him  then  with  carefulnefs ; 
But  found  he  could  not  be : 
I  caird  on  him  in  this  diftrefs. 
He  did  not  anfwer  me. 
XI  The  watchmen  who  do  go  their  rounds, 
;;-  .     And  keep  the  city-wall, 

AbusM  me^  and  did  give  me  wounds, 
And  tore  away  my  veil. 

SONG     XV- 

A  DiALOGUS  betwixt  the  Spouse  and  Daughters  of  Je* 
rufalem^  from  Song  ?•  8.  t^  the  end. 

Spouse. 
X  O  Salem^s  race,  if  you  him  find, 
I  charge  you  tell  my  cafe  \ 
I'm  fick  of  love,  fore  pain'd  in  mind, 
He  only  can 'me  cafe 

Daughtxks. 
a  O  faircft  one,  we  fain  would  know. 

The  obje£^  of  thy  love ;  ^ 

What  charms  he  hath*  that  thou  doll  fo 
Prize  him  all  men  above. 
S  p  o  u  s  B. 

3  My  love  is  white  and  ruddy  too. 

The  chief  of  thoufands  ten  ^ 
His  innocence  and  fuff 'rings  do  * 
Him  beautify  to  men. 

4  His  blefled  head  doth  far  excel 

The  gold  that  is  mod  fine. 
His  locks  are  black  and  curled  well, 
They  raven-Jike  do  (hine, 

5  His  eyes  art  like  the  eyes  of  dovef , 

When  they  in  flocks  are  met 
Near  water- dreams,  which  they  do  love,. 
Milk-waihM  and  fitly  fet, 
3  R2 


lis  &rjMiiivJ^fir«^:.;  - '^ 

f  H|i  cheeks  are  like  die  firveeteft.  4m%f  ' 
And  beds  where  Apices  gtowi      '    -  . 
'  JJU  lips  Uke  lilies  8re,*froiii  w]baice 
Sweet  finelling  mmh  dolh  fiow« . 
y  As  rings  of  gold  witn  beryl  ftc, 
So  £»  his  liands  Appear  ^ 
His  bell  J  bright  u  iV'rj 

Overlaid  with  fapphiret  clear*        . 
t  His  le|;s  like  auurble  pillan  are^         : 
Which  on  gold  ibdkett  went, 
Like  Lebanon  his  &oe  b  £ur^    . 
As  cedars  ezcellehc. 

9  His  mouth  that  aaakea  fweet  proaifr^ 

To  ev*ry  faint  is  fweet ;  

Yea,  he  all  over  lovely  is. 

View  him  from  head  to  feet*     -  - 

10  O  dsughters  of  Jferdalem, 

This  is  pay  Love  and  Friend, 
for  whom  none  can  d^vife  a  name, 
Or  proper  emblems  find. 

SONG    XVL 

The  DiALOGUX  eontinuej*     Song  Ti« 

Daughters. 
J,  O  Faireft  bride,  we  £iin  would  know, 
Where's  thy  beloved  gone  ? 
Tell  us  that  we  with  thee  may  go, 
To  feek  this  matchlefs  one. 
Spous*. 
%  "Nij  love  is  gone  to  heav'n  above. 
Yet  doth  he  condefcend 
To  come  into  his  garden  here, 
.And  beds  of  fpice  attend. 

3  In  meetings  of  his  &ints  he^s  found, 

Thefe  gardens  of  delight. 
He's  there  to  bring  thenv,nch  fupplje^, 
And  gather  lilies  white. 

4  To  my  beloved  I  belong. 

And  my  belov*d  to  ipe  ; 
To  feed  among  the  Hly  flowVs, 
Qreat  plenfisre  tak^di  he. 


Scripture^Songs.  4^ 

Chili  ST. 

5  O  who  18  (he  that  looketh  forth. 

Like  to  the  morning  light  ? 

When  it  darts  out  to  chafe  away 

The  darknefs  of  the  night. 

6  Fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun, 

With  dazzling  beams  trrayM  ; 
Yet  like  an  army  terrible, 

With  banners  all  difpla^M  *.         *  Chap.  vi.  13.'" 

7  She  comes  up  from  the  wildemeff. 

She  walks  and  always  leans 
On  her  beloved  ;  for  her  heart 
From  all  things  elfe  (he  wetns. 

SONG    XVIL 

Christ's  fufferings  for  us.     From  Ifa.  liii* 

I  WHO  hath  believ'd  the  faithful  word, 
Which  we  to  men  declare  ? 
Who  feels  the  arm  of  God  the  Lord 
Difplayed  and  made  bare  ? 
t  MefTiah,  like  a  weak  plant  grows, 
A  root  from  ground  that's  dry, 
No  outward  beauty  he  afTumes, 
To  draw  the  carnal  eye. 

3  Rejected  and  defpisM  is  he. 

Through  finncrs  unbelief  5 
A  man  of  forrows  all  his  days. 
And  well  acquaint  with  grief* 

4  We  hid  our  faces  when  he  came. 

To  take  our  wrathful  lot  j 
DefpisM  he  was,  and  put  to  (hame, 
And  we  efleem'd  him  not. 

5  Of  griefs  and  forrows  all  his  time. 

For  us  he  bore  the  load  j 
But  ah,  we  judg'd  that  for  his  cripue. 
He  fmitten  was  of  God. 

6  But  he  for  our  tranfg^'efrions 

Was  wounded  and  abus'd, 
His  foul  for  our  iniquities 
Moft  grievoufly  was  bruis'd. 

7  On  him  was  laid  our  chaftifement, 

By  which  our  peace  he  feaPd  $ 
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Sharp  Uoody  ftripcs  he  underwenf. 
Whereby  our  woonds  are  healM. 
t  All  we  like  (hecp  from  God  luve  flrajM, 
And  did  our  own  wajt  cbufe ; 

And  thefe  our  fins  God  on  him  laid. 
Which  love  wou?d  not  re fufe. 

9  OpprefiM  and  wron^M  oor  Surety  ftood, 

Accufed  of  untruth  ; 
To  flaoi^htrr  went  he  as  a  Lamb, 
And  openM  not  his  mouth. 

10  Before  the  (hearers,  like  a  (heep. 

He  dumb  and  fileot  lies  ^ 
He  meekly  goes  thro*  waters  deep, 

Without  repining  cries. 
*1I  His  foul  in  traveling  anguifh  lies, 

His  pains  were  multiply M  \ 
But  when  the  blefled  fruit  he  fees 

He  is  well  fatisfy^d* 

SONG    XVIII. 

jS  Thanksgiving  for  Redeeming  Levi : 
From  Rom.  v.  and  Heb,  xiit, 

1  WHEN  we  were  dcftitute  of  ftrength 
Ourfelves  to  help  and  fave  j 
For  the  ungodly,  Chrifl,  at  length. 
His  life  a  ran&ro  gave* 
a  Scarce  any  for  a  rigbteous  man 
Will  dare  his  life  to  (lake  j 
And  for  a  ^ood  man  it  were  much 
Such  an  exchange  to  make* 

3  But  Gcc*  bis  matchlcfs  love  commends, 

When  his  moll  glorious  Son 
Dy'd  for  us  while  unrighteous, 
Vile  finnerii,  and  undone- 

4  Since  by  his  blood,  Chrift  us  from  fia 

Doth  juftifv  and  free, 
Th*n  furely  from  the  wrath  to  come^ 
We  ever  fafe  (hall  be. 
J  If  Chrift  for  enemies  to  God 
Did  ^it  to  end  the  flrifc  > 


Much  more  wlien  recoociled  thus, 
Hr'll  fave  us  by  his  life. 
■i  Yea  more  than  fu,  we  joy  in  God^ 
Thro*  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  t 
The  great  atonement  we  receive, 

And  fo  obey  his  word.  ' 

7  Now  he  that^s  Lord  of  quick  and  dead. 
The  God  of  love  and  peace. 
That  from  the  grave  brought  ChriJI  our  Head, 
And  him  to  life  did  raife  ^ 
%  Who,  as  the  Shepherd  great  and  good. 
His  life  for  us  did  grant, 
And  did  eftablifh  with  his  blood, 
Th'  eternal  covenant ; 

9  May  he  in  us  his  work  fulfill. 

Till  he  us  perfe£i  make. 
Still  Areogth'ning  us  to  do  his  will 
For  our  Redeemer's  fake  \ 

10  And  work  in  us  what  his  word  fays, 

Is  pleaiing  him  before  ;  ^; 

Thro*  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whom  be  praife;, 
And  glory  evermore. 

SONG    XIX. 

Matchless  Love  in  the  Girt  of  ChkZIT  : 
From  John  liL  14.  /0  17.    * 

X  O  WONDROUS  divine  love  to  men ! 
When  wrath  '^^ainft  us  did  fwdl, 
God  took  our  nature,  b  re  our  guilt. 
To  fave  our  fouls  Irom  hrrll- 

2  As  Mofcs  in  the  wildemi  fs. 

Did  lift  high  on  a  polt 
A  brazen  ferpent,  for  dung  men 
To  view  and  be  madt  whole  j 

3  So  Jefus  Chrift  the  Antitype, 

Was  lifted  up  on  high 
Upon  the  crofs,  that  wounded  fouls 
Might  look  and  headed  be. 

4  And  there,  he  fays,  whoe'er  believes 

In  him  unfcignedly, 


Shall  never  pcrifk  in  tlicir  fins. 
But  lire  etcnuily. 

5  God  lov^d  the  world  h^  as  to  gm 

His  Son  to  dwell  ia  clay. 
And  'Tie,  that  all  who  in  him  traft. 
Might  lire  with  G'^  for  aj, 

6  Good  newt !  that  Chrift  there  twice  declares. 

All  who  in  believe 
Are  (afe  firom  hell,  and  ercr  (hall 
With  God  in  heaven  live  ; 

7  And  that  hi^  Son  God  did  not  feod 

A  loft  world  to  condemn  ; 

But  bj  hi*  blood  he  did  intend 

To  fave  condemned  men. 

8  Believers  aU  with  Chrift  ftiall  Hve, 

And  neVr  condemned  be  ^ 
The  broken  law  he  fati&fied. 
Them  for  to  juftify- 

9  But  vengeance  jnft  for  ever  lies 

On  all  the  rebel  race, 
Who  God's  eternal  Son  defpiie. 
And  fcorn  his  offerM  grace. 

10  Obey  Chrift's  call,  who  faves  the  loft, 

Serve  God  that's  One  in  Three  > 
To  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft 
Give  praife  eternally. 

SONG    XX. 

God's  Love  in  Christ  unalterahU  :    From  Rom*  viii.  31 
to  the  end^ 

1  GOD's  love  in  Chrift  tranfcends  our  thoughts, 

In  faving  men  from  woe  \ 
If  God  's  for  us,  and  ftands  our  friend, 
Who  then  can  be  our  foe  ? 

2  Since  God  for  us  fpar'd  not  his  Son, 

But  gave  him  up  to  die  \ 
His  leffcr  gifts  he'll  not  refufe, 
Nor  ought  that's  good  deny. 

3  Who  ftiall  God's  cle6b  ones  arraign, 

Whom  God  hath  juttificd  I 


Striptiiri'SongK  jfO^ 

Or  who  (hall  dare  thofe  to  condemn, 

For  whom  this  Surety  dyM  ? 
Chrift  dy'd  for  us  5  yea,  in  his  love, 

He  rofe  up  for  our  fake, 
And  doth  at  God's  right  hand  for  us 

Still  interceffion  make.  ./ 

Who  from  Chrift^s  love  (hall  us  divide  ? 

Shall  trouble  or  diftrefs  I 
Shall  perfecution  or  the  fwbrd^ 

Famine  or  nak^edaefs  ? 
Nay,  o'er  all  thefe  we  triumph  fhall. 

With  the  celeflial  powers  5 
Thro*  Jefus  Chriil's  vi6ldrious  love^ 

We're  more  than  Conquerors* 
I  am  perfuaded^  dtiith,  nor  life^ 

JNTor  principalitiesi 
Nor  finite  pow'rs^  nor  prefent  thihg^. 

Nor  yet  futurities : 
No  height,  no  depth,  no  creature  fhall 

Diffolyc  the  twiftcd  cord 
Of  mutual  Iov6  ^twixt  God  aAd  usj 

In  Jefus  Chriil  our  Lord. 
Unchangeable  ii  love  divine,  ^ 

Time  makes  it  not  decay  J  •     . 
X^or  thofe  whom  diick  the  Loird  cldth  Idvef 

He  them  doth  love  for  ayi 
From  love,  great  ihefcres  ti  thou  git'ft; 

But  one  we'll  fing  of  flill  5  ' 

£ternal  thanks  to  God  for  Chrift^ 

His  Gift  unfpeakabie*  * 

s  o  N  ti  xXi; 

lANKSGiviNG  for  God'h  free  Ijyoe  in  and  through 
Chuist,  from  Eph.  1.  3,  &c.  £ph.  iiii  i8.  &c.* 

Bli'flE  be  Chrift's  t^6^,  afid  Father  dear; 

For  all  bur  heavenly  fare  ; 
Id  Chrift  be  hath  enriched  us,         n 

With  fp'ritual  blcflings  rare. 
In  love  he  chofe  us  in  his  Son, 

Before  the  wojrld  he  made, 

Vol.  \n.  j  S 


To  make  us  blam/elc&  hojv  meD» 
Like  Chrift  our  holy  Hc^J. 

3  Prcdeftmatc  us  of  his  grace,* 

By  Jefus  Chrift  did  he, 
To  be  adopted  children  all. 
In  his  own  family  j 

4  That  all  the  prai(e  might  ftiU  redound 

To  glorious  grace  alone  i 
The  Lord  hath  us  accepted  m^de,    , 
In  his  beloved  Son  : 

5  In  whom,  thro^  his  moft  Preqous  blood, 

We  have  redemption  free. 
Even  full  remifHon  of  our  fios. 
That  rich  grace  aljl  might  (ee.f 

6  In  wifdom  God  makes  grace  to  us 

Flow  out  abundantly. 
That  grace  may  be  our  lading  fongt 
To  all  eternity. 

7  May  we  be  graipipg  with  the  faints, 

Chrift^s  love  to  comprehends^ 
Whofe  breadth  and  length,  and  depth  and  heightj 
Do  boundlefsly  extend  ^ 

8  And  prefs  to  know  that  wondrous  Iqvc 

Which  knowledge  all  exceeds, 
That  from  his  fulnefs  we  may  have 
Supply  to  all  our  needs. 

9  Now  unto  God,  who  can  do  more 

Than  we  can  aik  or  think. 
According  to  his  mighty  power. 
That  took  us  from  helPs  brink, 

10  All  glory  in  the  church  by  Chrift, 

To  him  be  rendered  then, 
Thro'  ages  all  for  evermore  ^ 
Let  all  men  fay.  Amen. 

SONG    XXII. 

Our  Hope  is  in  Christ's  Rightbovsness,  and  in  be 
with  him  :  From  Phil-  iii.  7.  &c.  2  Cor.  v.  I.  &9 

1  THOSE  things  I  heretofore  thought  gain. 

And  of  them  made  my  boaft. 
For  Chrift  that  doth  me  juftify, 
1  gave  ihem  up  for  lolt. 

2  Yea,  doubtlefs,  'tis  my  fix'd  refiilve, 

To  count  all  things  but  lofs^ 


That  I  the  excellence  may  know. 
Of  Jefus  and  his  crofs. 

3  All  worldly  things  for  him  I've  Idft, 

I  them  as  dung  efteem, 
That  I  may  Chrift  my  treafurc  Win, 
And  fafe  be  found  in  him. 

4  My  righteoufnefs  as  ragi  1  quit, 

I  plead  ^hat  Chrift  hath  don^  ; 
This  righteoufnefs  which  Goift  ordaint, 

By  faith  I  take  alone. 
5  M^y  1  know  Jefus  in  that  fKywer, 

Which  rais'd  him  from  the  graTe^ 
That  with  him  in  his  fufferiags^ 

I  fellow(hip  may  havej 

6  And  being  conformM  td  Bis  dealtb^ 

By  dying  unto  fin  ^ 
A  refurreftion  bteft  from  demth^ 
I  may  obtain  thro*  him. 

7  Yea,  now  we  know  if  this  clay  houfe 

Diffolv'd  were  off  the  field. 
An  heavenly  houfe  we  hanre  oa  kigh^ 
Which  God  himfelf  doth  build. 

8  With  ftrong  defires  We  therefore  grotir^ 

That  to  us  it  were  giv'ny 
To  know  that  blifs,  aiid  be  iteW  clollhM 
With  our  pure  houfe  in  heaven. 

9  We  walk  by  faith  and!  irai  by  fight, 

And  hence  we  often  fay. 
Content  we  would  the  bod^  leave. 
And  dwell  with  Chrift  for  ay. 

10  £*aith's  views  of  Chrift  prolBpt  us  to  fevk. 

And  make  it  ftiU  our  care, 
That  whether  here  or  with  our  Lord, 
Of  his  loVcwc  ift^y  fhjire. 

SONG  xxm. 

A  Thanksgiving  j9r  (hi  Fhwts  cf  Cmiiyr'a'  Kisuinio*     > 

TiON  :  From  i  Pdti  x.  3^  4,  &c. 

I' 

I  FOR  ever  bleffed  be  th«  God,^ 
And  Father  of  our  I^ord, 
Whofe  mercy  doth  to  us  abomid^ 
According  to  his  word  : 
3  S  5i 


1^6  Scr^UTf'So^gi^ 

2  Who  hath  b«grotten  \is'agaiit 

Unto  a  lively  hope,  .   • ' 

By  Cfarift  his  rifing  from  the  dead. 
Of  faith  the  blcffed  prop. 

3  For  by  it  tre  are  well  fecurM 

Of  an  inheritance. 
That's  not  corrupted  nor  defiPd, 
Nor  ftdei  by  any  chance-; 

4  Which  is  for  us  in  beaT^n  referred. 

And  we  are  kept  for  ft,     . 
By  the  almighty  power  of  God, 
Thro'  &ith,  till  we  jbe  fit 

5  For  that  fiilvation  glorioiisv 

To  be  reveal'd  at  laft, 
Of  which  we  wait  to  be  poffeft. 
When  time  and- days  are  paft. 
^  In  this  bleft  hope  we  dp  rejoice, 
Tho'  for  a  time  we  need 
Here  to  be  kept  in  heavinefs, 
Thro*  trials  multiplied. 
7  Our  faith  more  precious  than  gold, 
By  fire  is  tried  here^- 
That  unto  pjaife  it  may  be  found, 
When  Jcfus  doth  appear* 
S  This  Jel'us,  though  unfeen,  we  love, 
In  him  believing  dill  ;  ^        ^ 
Which  yields  us  jpy  unfpeakable. 
That  h  of  glory  full.     . 
9  When  Jcfus  comes,  we  ihall  receive    - 
The  bleft  end  of  our  faith  j 
£v*n  the  (alvation  of  our  fouls, 
FrocurM  us  by  his  death. 

5  O  N  G    XXIV. 

The  Son  of  God  mantfeflgd:  From  i  John  lii.  i,  2,  &c 

1  BEHOLD  how  matchlefs  is  that  love 

The  Father  hath  bcftow'd 
On  men,  that  we  (hould  be  adopt. 
And  caird  the  fons  of  God  ! 

2  His  image  he  makes  us  to  bear. 

As  fons  of  heavenly  birth  ^ 
This  dignity  exalts  us  far 
'  Above  ^t  Viti^%  oik  t?tOa« 


Scripture- SongiK.  5^7 

3  Tho'  now  the  world  doth  us  aot  know. 
As  Chnft  it  never  knew  ; 
Yet  God  dotb  own  us  as  his  fon$» 
We're  changM  and  born  anew. 
^  And  what  we  (hall  hereafter  be. 
It  doth  not  yet  appear  ^ 
But  this  we  know^  whep  Chrift  (ha^  come. 
We  (hall  his  likenefs  bear: 

5  For  we  (hall  fee  hin^  as  he  is. 

And  like  him  (hine  full  bright : 
We  then  come  near  our  glorious  Sun^     . 
From  whom  we  have  our  light , 

6  As  Chriil  is  holy,  fo  mufl  we, 

AU  who  hope  for  that  hour  y 
Themfclvcs  will  alfo  purifie. 
As  he,  the  I^ord,  is  pure. 

7  Let's  hire,  as  llrangers,  foUovr  peace, 

And  walk  with  one  accord  \ 
And  always  dudy  holinefs, 
As  we  would  fee  the  Lord. 

8  No  eye  hath  feen,  nor  ear  hath  heard| 

No  heart  can  things  above 
Conceive,  which  J efus  hath  preparM 
For  them  who  do  him  love^ 

SONG     XXV. 

The  glorious  Trinity  adered^  and  Christ's  Love  efxtollei^ 
From  Rev.  5.  4,  5.  6*r.  Rev.  iv.  8.  6^. 

I  MAY  we  have  grace  and  peace  from  God, 
The  glorious  One  in  Three, 
Who  us  created  and  redeemed, 
And  us  doth  fandify  ; 
%  Ev'n  from  the  father,  who  ftill  was, 
Who  is,  and  (lill  (hall  be, 
And  from  the  fev'nfold  working  Sp'rit^ 
Before  his  Throne  on  high ; 
3  From  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  witnefs  true, 
And  firft-born  from  the  dead, 
Who  of  all  earthly  kings  and  powers 
Is  Prince  and  ruling  Head  ; 
^  To  this  great  Lord,  that  fo  lovM  men. 
Such  loathfomc  men  as  WC| 


As  'wafh  us  in  Kis  precious  blood,  ^ . 

Our  fouls  from  fin  to  free. 

5  To  hitn,  vrho  made  tjs  king*  and  priefts^ 

To  God  his  father  high, 
Be  glory  and  dominion,  , 

Through  all  ttcrnity* 

6  Behold  he  comes  with  flySng  cloudf) 

Him  ev'ry  eje  fl\aU  fee, 
And  unbelievers  who  hina  pterc*d. 
Shall  wail  moO  bitter) y. 

7  But  let  bclievcTj  lift  their  heads 

With  joy,  to  fee  *nd  hear. 
For  then  complete  redemption 
To  them  ia  very  near* 
S  The  boils  above  their  homage  pay. 
And  crown*  c«fl  to  the  ground, 
They  never  ceafe  by  night  nor  day, 
Thefe  praifes  to  refound  : 
9  **  O  holy,  holy,  holy  Lord, 
Almighty  God  alonCf 
Who  ever  was,  and  alfo  is,         "       »'  '  -    , ' 

A^d  ever  is  to  come  ! 
iq  All  glory,  powV,  and  jiaiiotirftill, 
Thou'rt  worthy  to  rottite  j 
All  things  were  made  to  pleafe  thy  will. 
And  by  thy  pleafoM  live. 
II  Moil  worthy  Lamb,  art  thou  (they  fing) 
To^  be  adored  thus  ^ 
Let  with  thy  praife  heav'a^s  manfions  ringi^ 
For  thou  wait  fl'ain  for  us.^* 

SON  G    XXVL 
Ttie  Lamb  that  wasjlain  eternally  ataked^     From  Rev.  r 

I  THE  heavenly  hofls  and  elders  join. 
To  bow.  before  the  Lamb, 
With  golden  harps 'and  fweetefk  tunes^ 
They  trumpet  forth  his  fame. 
%  They  cry,  "  O  Father,  who  (hall  look 
Into  thy  fecrct  will  ? 
Worthy  the  Lamb  to  take  the  book, 
And  open  ctVj  jfcal* 


3  ThouVt  fit  God's  loyflVcf  to  wrp«J, 

For  thou  irai^  flaii)  for  us. 
And  thy  blood^porchasM  ^s  to  God^ 
Which  thou  (i^ed'ft  on  th£  qro&« 

4  From  ev'ry  nation,  ki^'r«d|  tonguej^ 

Thy  precious  blood  US  bought  ;  , 
Well  thou  deferv*fb  our  praifing  fongf^ 
Who  us  falvation  brought. 

5  Unto  the  Lamb  that  ooce  was  iluo^ 

Be  cndlefs  praiCe^  giv^. 
By  all  that  dwell  upop  the  eartfa. 
And  all  the  ho^  ^f  heaven. 

6  Thou  haft  us  rani^mM  with  thy  bloody 

And  fet  us  prisoners  fr^e  \ 
'   Thou  mak'ft  us  kiogi  and  priefts  to  Go4 
And  we  (ball  reigu  with  thi^e/' 

7  let's  join,  while  here,  our  cheerful  ibpgSi 

With  hofti  arouo4  the  throne,. 
Ten  thouiand  tkoufands  are  their  tpogu^s, 
Yet  all  agte^  in  one. 

8  «  Worthy  the  Lamb  that  dy'd  ("tl^y  «»"y) 

To  be  exalted  thus,'' 
*«  Worthy  the  Lamb,  (Ut  ui  reply) 
For  he  was  flain  Cor  us* 

9  The  Lamb  is  wprtlyy  ^  receiyc 

Strength,  wifiiom,  ricbef,  9iig)^9 
Eternal  hooours  wc  afcjnbf 
To  him,  for  'tis  his  right* 

10  Let  heav'n  and  earth  unite  IQ  004( 

To  praife  the  gbrious  nami? 
Of  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne^ 
And  to  adore  the  X«amb«** 

liO'^^^    XXVII. 

A  view  of  the  Saints  and  Marttw  in  Hpavta. 
From  Rev.  viii. 

I   LET'S  view  by  faith  the  faints  above, 
RedeemM  from  fin  by  Jefus'  love, 
Their  various  tribes,  their  fwcci  enlployi . 
In  raptures  of  etcrna}  joy. 


S  Tbe  patriarchs,  with  Jacobus  riee, 

Rais'd  up  to  heaven  by  God'f  free  gtuce  \ 
With  fongs  they  praife  their  £ither*s  God, 
Who  led  them  home  the  heavenly  rpad^ 

3  Next,  fee  a  num^roas  multitude, 
RedeemM  from  hell  by  Jefua'  bloody 
l^rom  ev^ry  nation,  kindred,  tongue, 
Who  fing  an  eyerlafting  fong. 

4  In  white  robes  clothM  they  all  do  ftand,* 
With  palms  of  triumph  in  their  hand  : 
'*  Salvation  to  God  on  the  throne^ 
(They  cry-)  and  to  the  Lamb  his  Soiu*^ 

5  Next  thefe,  came  angels,  and  fall  down, . 
Humbly  adoring  Three  in  One  ^  ' 

"  (They  ci^,)  Amen,  give  glory,  powV^ 
Apd  thanks  to  God  for  evermore. 

6  Bufwhenoe  tomt  thefe  in  white  who  (hine 
All  cloth'd  with  righteoufnefs  divine  > 
Thefe  come  from  fuff^rings  great  to  God, 
Their  robes  they  wa(hM  in  the  Lamb^s  blood/ 

J  The  martyrs  trials  now  are  o*er, 
They  fee  God's  face  for  evermore  J 
The  Lamb  makes  fu^e  their  heavenly  blefs  5 
TheyVe  faid.  He's  ours,  and  we  are  his; 

8  No  more  the  heat  (hall  then  torment 
Of  fcorching  fun  th^y*te  no  complaint  j 
The  Lamb,  who  (hines  amidft  the  throne^ 
Shall  be  their  everlaflfng  Sun.* 

9  To  Father,  Son  smd  holy  Ghoft, 
One  God,  who  faved  tts  when  loft^ 
Be  evciiafting  glory  giv'h, 

By  all  on  earth,  and  all  in  heaVetx. 

S  O  N'G    XXVIll 

Christ's  ViSlory  and  Babylon's  Downjiiih 
From  Rev.  xviii.  and  Rev.  xv.  is^a 

1  BEHOLD,  an  angel  doth  defcend 

With  power  and  glpry  great. 
To  earth  he  comes  for  a  good  end, 
Bleil  tidings  to  relate  > 

2  *  Great  Babylon,  that  did  enthral 

*  The  k\n^dom%  oi  >\\t  Ut>Xi^ 


Scripiuri'Songu  5x1 

*  Tbe  time  is  come  for  hef  to  fall, 

*  Which  calls  for  holy  mirth, 

5  *  Let  heav'ns  be  glad,  with  all  the  faints, 

*  Let  prophets  all  rejoice  ^ 

*  God  doth  avenge  your  long  complaints  5 

*  With  praife  lift  up  your  voice. 

4  *  A  roilflone's  caift  by  Gabriel, 

*  And  in  the  fea  is  drownM ) 
<  Thus  terribly  (hall  Babel  fall, 

*  And  never  more  be  found.* 

5  Upon  the  fea  of  glafs  they  ftand, 

The  beaft  .who  overcome. 
With  harps  of  God  into  their  hand, 
To  celebrate  her  dbom*   , 
^  Thcfe  conquerors  do  meet  in  throng9| 
And  to  Jehovah's  name. 
They  pleafantly  unitethe  fongs 
Of  Mc^es  and  th«  Lamb* 
7  By  Mofes  hand,  the  cneqpy 
DidJink  deep  in  the  flood  \ 
So  drownM  our  fins  are  in  the  fea 
Of  Jefus*  precious  blood.       ^ 
S  The  conquerors  with  fluent  tongues, 
Chrifl's  honour  will  proclaim, 
In  fweeter  notes  than  Mofes*  fongs. 
They'll  tune  thofe  of  the  Lamb. 
S>   All  nations  fliall  to  thee  bow  down. 
And  worfliip  reverently, 
When  once  thy  judgments  are  made  known^^ 
Againfl  thine  enemy* 
^  o  The  hods  of  God  with  one  confent, 
Shall  hallelujahs  fing  \ 
"When  the  Lord  God  omnipotent, 
Takes  his  great  pow^r  to  reign. 
'  ^    At  length  will  end  the  devil's  reign. 
Over  the  fons  of  men  j 
Let  heav'n  ^nd  earth  rejoice  and  iing. 
With  all  that  dwell  in  them, 

Vojt.  IIL  3  T  ^ 


r. 


J13  *  StripMurff-S^iJ^^ 

SONG     XXIX* 
Wf  Good  Niwa  of  tJlfe  RAN50k  o/CbristH  Blocb: 


[^  I  GREAT  pity  God  fliers, 

To  Gentiles  und  jews  ; 
He  ftnt  tbcm  his  gofpt;]^  to  brftig  Uicm  gtrail  ficwft* 
I  ,       Good  news  tQ  the  loft, 

^  With  rdkiog  fears  tofs^d. 

That  found  h  a  Ksrifom  in  which  tW^  mm^  bodily ' 
^  2  A  Ranfom  of  bloody  '^ 

That  mo;  like  a  Hood, 
'  ThEir  £jis  oFto  catry,  \fho  God's  Um  vralaEoed*     ^T  ^ 

News  I  that  Cbnft  was  fo  kiodi 
When  hcJr*  powVa  cov^ro^di  mI 

To  rout  them,  he  freely  hi^  dear  Jifc  refigrj^d.         ^* 

13  Blood  flreani'd  Itom  bi^,  fide,  Jl  i 

T'  atone  tvt  our  pride  j 
^^       ^     Sin  wat  the  tormentor  that  him  crucify^d*:  ■     '    ,    •   -^ 
When  wc  have  JNwR  yi^p'ii^ 
With  hi»  W^ai  i«b*tt'^  A. 
May  we  by  this  profpet^  Jet  all  0i  fcbdo'd^ 

4  What  fight' do  we  ff^^ -» 
Chrifl  ftjj«l»hV  on  the  t«fe,    - 

For  rebels  as  we  arc,  iw^ft  wUiii|»'ta  diia  1 

Pains  dreadful  h^  Jolt^/  .  >.  .  ;.  ,  .   . 
Q/kt:Ottc  l»rati  tneJiir  ;j 
^  For  fin  that  did  pierce  him,  whenrlieibQVQ  our  gu^t* 

5  Since  for  irnt  of  netiy 

God^  dear  Lamb  wa&  flam^       ' 
Hard  mufl  the  mad^s  hwAHtc^b^^  that  ^  ftmh  ad  pan 

When^tbe  fw.did  flkmt^  _     '      ' 

And  hfloi^iltndlsittnt.   ^ 
Shall  we  be  fo  ilubborn,  as  ne^cc  rcddat  ^ 

6  Our  gkffioiua  Head) 
Our  vidim  was.imadc^ 

To  heal  us  when  wounded,  his  blood  all  he  (Kcd. 

Jn  oui*  plact  he  ftood, 

And  pour'd  out  Sis  blood. 
Yea,  gives  us  free  accefs  to  that  healing  Hood 

7  Chrift's  fcaft  we'll  attend, 
And  his  loTe'commend, 


ell  think  on  his  foff  Mngs,  till  our  hekits  do  reiid 

His  wounds  I'll  not  view, 

Like  a  hardenM  Jew, 
It  when  fet  before  me,  my  grief  V\l  ttneW. 

SONG    XXX. 

•  •'-     «  .•'■<■•■••  •  , , 

^e  News  of  Christ's  pierced  Fett :  Froih  Ifa,  Hi.  7; 

HOW  beautiful  upon  the  mount ! 
Were  Chrift's  feet  pierced  on  our  account, 

Where  he  was  crucify 'd  ! 
His  feet,  tho^  nailed  to  the  tree, 
Swift  tidings  bring  to  you  and  mcj 

God^s  wrath  h  pacifyM. 
Tidings  that  Chrift  has  purchased  peaces 
With  treafurcs  full  tjf  needful  grace. 

To  fupply  all  our  wants. 
Good  news  !  that  he  hkth  purchasM  room^         j 
For  cvVy  oeedy  foul  %Q  conoc^ 

To  fit  anc)  feafl  with  faints. 
Were  men  at  God's  bar  flri£Hy  try'd, 
None  living  could  be  juiftify'd  j 

All  would  be  guilty  found. 
From  juflice  throne  we  fini^'ers  fiy, 
Fo  Chrift  our  bleeding.  Prieil  on  high. 

Where  mercy  doth  abound.'.  . 
[n  Chrift  's  the  proper  mercy-feat, 
Where  we  with  God  may  humbly  treaty 

In  him  God's  fittisfy'd.     • 
^is  blood  hath  jufticjeTe^oncil'dy 
Lts  flaming  fword  hath  quit  the  field,  • 

Juftice  is  oa  bur  iide. 
STow  God  his  friendliAcfs  to  prove,  j 
[nvites  us  to  a  feaft  d£  love, 

A  rich  and-Goftly  feaft: 
Vo  partake  of  the  rareft  fo9d. 
Pardon  and  peace. thrQ^hjs  Son's  ibiood^ 

Which  angelsne'er^did  tafte*  • 
]-ord,  fin  the  murderer,  here  ftaads,,^         ; 
That  pierc'd  thy  heart,  thy.feet,anAJiandsj 

For  which  1  mourn  and  grieve. 
3  T  a 


i  Lord /give  a  ftrong  couraEjcops  fahb, 

To  doom  c?ch  darling  lull  to  death, 
Sin  il^al]  no  Icingtt  livc- 
r  ^  Tbis  fo£  my  Saviour  betray M, 

f  It  bouDd  and  haulM  bim  to  be  try'd, 

I  And  rais'd  the  furious  cry^ 

I  To  cnicify  the  Lord  aur  Head  ; 

t  But|  good  ncw^  !   he  rofe  from  the  dead. 

And  pleads  tor  us  on  high. 


SONG    xxxr, 

Kf  L  A  M  E'  s  Battle  snd  Victom, 
\ 

1  THE  Laml}  fought  for  me. 
My  foes  vanquifhM  he  j 

The  lion  be  con  que  rM,   whrn  naUM  to  the  tFte* 
The  Lamb  when  he  fought 
Great  victory  brought  j 

Our  freedom,  from  bondn^e  to  Satatu,  he  wrought 

2  The  Lamb  for  us  died, 
He  was  crucify'd ; 

Yet,  when  at  the  lowcft,  hell's  powVs  he  defjM. 

He  lay  in  the  grave, 

Our  loft  fouls  to  fave  ^ 
Yet  rofe  as  our  Champion,  moft  valiant  and  brave. 

3  He  fought  and  he  fell, 
Yet  overcame  hell  j 

He  conqucr'd  and  triumphed,  for  fuch  as  rebel. 

He  rofe  for  oiir  fake, 

And  did  the  earth  ihake  ; 
The  devils  and  keepers  to  tremble  did  make. 

4  The  rocks  they  did  rend  ; 
Him  angels  attend  ; 

He  faught  his  difciples,  till  he  did  afccnd.     ^ 

He  went  up  in  might. 

With  chariots  of  light ; 
A  cloud  him  received,  out  of  his  friends  fight. 

5  Above  he  did  land  j 

Sits  on- God's  right' hand.,  ' 

Our  H'lgh-Pricft  and  Sov'rcign,  all  things  to  coxnmaD 
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There  he  pleads  on  highf 
Loud  doth  his  blood  cry 
For  pardon  to  to  iinners, .  who  to  him  do  iljr« 

6  The  Lamb^s  Judge  of  all} 
The  dead  he  will  call  ^ 

All  rauft  (land  before  him,  be  they  great  or  (mall. 

His  mercy  is  great  ^ 

His  blood  paid  our  debt ; 
He  will  then  abfolve  us^  when  judgment  it  iet. 

7  Of  Chrifl  that  did  die, 
£ut  now  reigns  on  higb^ 

Our  fongs,  with  fweet  muiic,  weUl  fpread  thro*  the  &y« 
With  both  hearts  and  tongues, 
WeMl  fing  the  Lamb^s  fongs. 

Let  evVy  foul  join  us  that  to  him  beloQgs* 


SONG,  XXXII. 

Chb^ist^s  Sufferings,  an^  bis  Love  to  Believing  Souls* 

1  WHEN  Jefus  pourM  out  blood  and  tears, 
A  Unking  load  of  wrath  he  bears^ 

God^s  Judice  to  appeafe. 
A  bloody  robe  for  us  he  wore. 
His  foul  in  pain  did  travel  fore. 

And  all  to^bring  us  eafe. 

2  The  plougbers  his  dear  back  did  plow. 
Their  fcourges  here  long  furrows  dreW| 

In  which  his  blood  did  run. 
They  him  exposM  to  all  difgrace, 
They  fpat  upon  his  blefifed  face. 

His  love  this  did  not  fhun. 
]  He  bore  our  curfe  and  punifhment. 
Shed  blood  till  ev'ry  drop  wa^  fpent, 

To  ranfom  us  from  wrath*  ^ 

Who  can  his  love  enough  commend  i 
That  faves  all  criminals  cooderon'd. 

Who  look  to  him  by  faith  ^ 
\  From  fin  and  wrath  thou  d]oft  relieve 
The  chief  of  iioners,  who  believe*^ 

Thy  wounds  do  them  indofc : 


fig  ^     Scr^iMTf^S^itff* 

Tbcir  foaU  ia  tbefc  thf  peopk  bide, 
And  there  they  conftantly  abtdCf 

Sa^'c  ftrwft  I  heir  deadly  focfp 
3  A  Ikrcefi  from  wrath,   I  know  of  fioaC|  ^ 

But  Jcfua'  rtghceoufAefs  ;il{>nc  ; 

Wbich  corerii  all  our  ^n, 
Strift  trial  thi«  can  well  endure, 
For  it  is  infinitely  pure^ 

No  flftw  ii  iound  therein* 
6  Tbou,  when  on  earth,  ibe  llcfc  didft  teaT, 
And  to  the  hungry  bread  Aid^  deal. 

Out  io^Xs  when  ttarving  feed : 
More  precioa§  tbcy  ar<  than  clay  y 
Lord  JtTus,  pity  fouU-thii  day* 

And  £ati*fy  our  need, 
*}  Believers  are  by  thee  bclov'd ; 
A  kiDgdom,  ne*er  to  be  remov'd, 

Shall  untc*  them  be  gir'n* 
Kicb  crowns  on  them  thou  wilt  bcilovv^ 
No  mAtlcr  wha£  Lhey  want  below. 

They  ^11  be  made  yp  in  heaven/ 

SONG    XXXIIL 
Cfi]asT''5  great  SuFFEarwas  bring  grtst  BI^erIT   io  u^' 

1  THE  Lamb  filent  flood, 
Wbkle  men  Ibed  bi^  blood  I 

Himfclf  he  gave  freely,  to  be  our  fonU  food. 

CrownM  w^  he  with  thorn, 

UsM  nith  fpitc  and  fcorn^ 
Yet  patiently  bore  it,  to  fave  the  icH-IoTn| 

2  Exposed  be  ftnadi,  j 
With  nailM  Ecet  and  bandf » 

Deep  picfic&d,  1    ig  bleeding,  to  pay  latv^s  demands* 

No  man'^  tongue  can  tell 

What  grief  him  bcfeli^ 
In  faving^  \qR  llnnera  from  linking  to  hell* 

3  He  wa^  doom ^4  ta  die 

On  mount  Calvary,  ,^  j^  . 

Sore  prefi'd  he  did  Htter  hf»  ialt  bjtter  cry.  ^^    -     .      ^ 
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Our  guilt  which  he  bore 
Squecz'd  blood  from  each  pore  j 
eat  was  his  foul's  torture,  that  made  HMn  to  roar^ 

4  His  wounds  bring  us  peace 
His  pains  give  us  eafe, 

)m  fin^s  pow'r  and  bondagfe  they  do  us  releafe, 

Chrift  ftrayin^T  fouls  fought 

Their  pardon  he  bought, 
)xn  Satan's  vile  flav'ry  their  freedom  he  wrought* 

5  Lord,  thy  love's  divine. 
It  doth  kindle  mine  j 

let  it  caufc  in  nj,e  all  graces  to  fhine, 

Dead  fouls  to  revive, 

When  they  life  cjerive 
)m  thy  wounds,  jthe  fountain  that  makes  men  alive, 
*  6  I'm  finful  and  vile, 

My  heart's  full  of  ^uile, 
m\\  be  free  mercy  if  on  me  thou  fmile. 

Lord,  do  not  defpifc 

My  foul's  feeble  cries,  , 

ceive  a  loft  (inner  that  to  thy  blood  flics. 
7  This  blood  faves  from  hell, 

And  fears  doth  difpel, 
e  thunders  of  Sinai  the  Lamb's  blood  doth  quell* 

1  plead  thy  free  grace, 

One  fmile  of  thy  face, 
word  to  me  fpoken,  would  fill  mc  wjth  peace. 
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CONTAINING, 


t,  A  Lecture  on  i  Cor.  xi.  17.  to  the  End. 

II.  A  Preparation  Sermon  from  Jof.  iii.  5, 

III.  An  AcTidi*  Sermon  froni  Cani.  iii.  4. 


A  LscTUfLEon  I  Cor,  xi.  17.  to  the  end,  coaccrmng  th^ 
InflitUtion  of  tbe  LokD^s  Su^pbH. 

Vcrfc  17.    iVcw  in  this  thai  I  detlare  unto  you^  I praife  you.  noty  tiatyjod 
eo^  together^  not  for  the  better  y  hktfor  the  vaiorfe, 

is.  For  frp  of  ally  when  ive  come  together  in  thi  tburcby  I  heir  that  tiiri 
hi  Jhifiont  among  you ;  amd  I  furily  kelieve  it, 

i^,  Fot*  there  mufl  he  tdfo  herejiet  amokg  j6Ui  that  they  iitbich  ttre  opfmm 
ad  Inayhe  mudemanifejiabiongyoui 

IN  this  paflkgey  the  •apioCtle  takes  occailoa  to  reprove 
:  the  great  di^rdeA-and  abufes  crept  in  among  them 
in  a^imfbrating  and  partaking  of  the:  Ldrd's  fupper^ 
Whith  (aifthe  ancients  tell  vis)  was  commonly  adminiftrat- 
^d  with  a  love-feail  annexed  to  it,  which  gatre  occafion  to 
th€  fcamialous  diforders  here  reprehended:  -   '^  . 

Verfe  17.  We  have  the  nianner  of  his  intrbducing  the 
^hargef  '^  Now  in  this  that  I  declate  Unto  ^0%  I  praiflk 
you  ntKt,  &c.''  Which  (hews  his  willingnefs  tac6xnxiiend 
them  io  ht  as  he  couldi  But  fuch  fcandaloot  diforders  as 
they  were  guilty  of  in  fo  facred  an  inftitution^  he  could 
not.  pafs  without  ^  fhdrpL  reproofs  Why?  they  inverted 
the  very  end  and  defigu  df  the  ordinance^^  which  was  in« 
icended  to'znake  them  better^  or  to  promote. their  ^'iritual 
Intereft,  but  it  really  made  them  worfe;  Where&re  he 
fay 9^.  *^  they  came  together  not  for  the  better,  bat.  fot  the! 
^ore.'»  •■'-...' 

^  Obferve  i;    That  Chrid^j  brdinancesy  if:  they  do  hot 
iaake  us  better,  they  art  apt  .to  make  us  worfe.  If  they  dd 
Vol.  UI.  3  U  ,  tW 
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us  ne  good/ th«y  may  do  lis  barcn^;  if  tiey  da  not  melt 
and  mend,  they  will  harden  ;  and  that  corruptions  will 
be  confirmrd  in  us,  if  the  proper  means  do  not  work  a 
cure  of  thrm.  2.  It  cone*  rns  us  all  to  erqniire  into  the 
fuccefs  of  ordinances  and  folemn  meetings,  O  *ti»  fid,  if 
our  meeting  tend  to  increafe  our  fin,  inftead  of  the  in- 
cre;ife  of  our  vrace.     Let  us  carnefily  deprecate  t^s. 

Verfe  18.  "  For  firft  of  all,  when  yc  come  togelher  la 
the  church,  I  hear  there  be  divifiohs  among  you,**  &c 
They  fell  into  divifions,  feds,  partie?,  and  fa£^ions,  io 
their  celebrating  of  this  ordinance  5  they  fell  a  quarielling 
with  ore  another  about  meats  and  dri'iks  in  the  love- 
feafts,  or  about  the  order  of  their  down-fitttng,  or  ll« 
time  when  they  (hould  begin,  01  did  not  Hay  till  they 
all  came  up.  The  whole  church  did  not  jv^in  together, 
but  they  eat  it  feparately  ;  there  was  alfo  uncharitablcf 
nefs,  alienation  of  affections,  difcord  and  contentions  a- 
mong  them,  which  very  much  marred  their  edification, 
•nd  fuccefs  of  the  gofpc)« 

^u::fi.  Seeing  fchifms  are  mfentiooed  here,  what  is 
meant  thereby  ^  Who  arc  guilty  of  fchlfniv  and  who  arc 
fch.fmatics  ?  ^ifiu.  In  Scripture  the  word  is  varioufly 
taken  :  i.  'Tis  taken  for  a  difference  in  opinions  and 
fentimcnts  about  fume  points,  when  there  is  no  heat  of 
contention,  or  breach  of  communion^  Such  a  divsfion  ft 
fchifm  WYs  among  the  Pharifees,  about  CbrtiJCs  curing  the 
blind  man,  John  ix.  16.  ^is  faid,  **  there  wasi.  a  diriiion 
among  them^'*  orit^inally  cbidma.  And  iucb  fchifou  may 
be  among  orthodox  divines  about  leffer  points^  atid  yet 
managed  without  giving  offence.  2«  The  geacnd  fenfe 
of  the  word^  is' a  dividing  and  breaking  off  from  tbe  com- 
munion of  the  (thurch  in  public  ordinances,  v^ithout 
caufe,  like  thofc,  Heh.  x.  25.  *'  Not  forfaking  the  at 
fembling  of  uurfclves  together,  as  the  manner  ol  fome  is/* 
And  in  this  fenfe,  the  ancients  took  fchifm  as  diOinguiih- 
ed  from  hcrtfy.  Au^uftxne  fa!th>  Schifmatieoi  facu  non 
dvoerfnjides^  fedcoinmunionis,  difrupta  f octet  as  ^  3.  In  this 
place,  and  commonly  in  other  places  of  Scripfure,  as  1 
Cor.  I.  icr.  I  Cor.  iii.  4.  1  Cor.  xii.  2*5.  the  word  cbidma 
is  taken  for  uncharitable,  contentions,  and  diviiiTe  prac* 
tices  among  the  profeffo'-s  of  the  gofpel,  without  break- 
ing off  from  tbe  communion  of  thie  church  'y  when  pto- 
pic   are  chargeable  with   uncharitable    contentions    and 

discords, 
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dUcords,  and  alienation  of  affcdions  from  their  brettero  5 
for  here  they  came  together,  and  yet  were  fchifmatics. 

Obferve.  There  may  be  fchifcn,  where  there  is  no  fc- 
paratioa  of  communion.  Perfons  may  attend  ordinances 
together,  and  fit  together  at  the  Lord's  table,  and  yet  be 
fcbifmatics  in  fcripture  fenfe,  by  rcnfon  of  their  unchari- 
table contentions,  and  alienation  of  affections :  Whereas 
Cfariftiaps  may  feparate  from  each  other's  communion, 
and  yet  be  charitable  to  one  another  ;  and  this  is  not  fo 
muph  fchifm  in  Scripture  fenfe,  as  to  be  uncharitable  and 
contentious. 

The  apoflle  had  had  a  report  of  thefe  diviiions,  which 
he. did  the  more  eaiily  believe,  becaufe  he  knevy  there  bo- 
hov^  P9t  only  to  be  divific>ns  but  hereiirs  alfo  ,  that  is, 
falfo  dpdrines,  more  dangerous  than  fchifms  ^  for  here* 
fies  are  corrupt  ppinions,  which  flrike  at  the  fundaipcntals 
of  Chriftianity  and  all  found  religion.  Herefy,  according 
to  the  modern  fenfe  of  thp  word,  is  an  crK>r  in  the  fun- 
damentals of  religion  maintained  with  obllinacy  ^  though 
we  cannot  fay  the  word  neceiTarily  imports  fuch  a  flroivgr 
feafe  in  this  place,  herefy  and  fchifm  fometihits  being  fy* 
nonymous  terms. 

Obfcrve  i.  We  have  no  caufe  to  wonder  that  there 
ibould  be  breaches  of  Chriflian  love  in  the  Church,  when 
we  know  fuch  offences  will  come  as  (hall  make  ffilpwreck 
of  faith  and  good  cotifcifince. 

^ueft.  How  fijys  the  apoflle,  **  Herefics  muff  come  ?" 
*  What  ncceflity  is  there  for  them  ?  Anf,  Fhere  is  no  ne- 
ceffity  of  force  upon  any  roan  to  broach  them,  any  fur- 
than  his  .own  corruption,  pride,  vain-glory,  envy,  or  con- 
tentious fpirit,  or  Satan^s  temptations,  prompt  him  to  it. 
But  the  event  is  certain,  becaufe  of  God^s  decree  permit- 
ting them,  who  by  his  wifdom  orders  them  for  wife  ends, 
that  they  "  who  are  approved  may  be  made  manifeU," 
by  their  con  flan  t  adhering  to  the  truth  againfl  all  thefe 
temptations  of  feducers. 

Obferve  2.  A  time  of  temptation  and  feduftion  is  a 
time  of  trial  and  difcovery,  who  are  iinceie  and  conilant 
adherers  to  the  truths  and  ways  of  God,  and  who  not, 

Obferve  3.  It  is  a  jpleafure  to  God  to  fee  the  faith  and 
conffancy  of  his  upright  ones  difcovcred  to  the  world. 

Obferve  4.  The  wifdom  of  God  can  make  the.  error* 
and  wickednefs  of  others  a  foil  to  the  piety  and  integrity 
of  tbp  faint?. 

3  U  a  Vcr(e 
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Vcrfc  20.  "  Vfhtn  ye  come  together  therefore  into  ent 
place,  this  is  not  to  eat  the  Lord^s  fupper/^ 

21.  "  For  in  eating  every  one  taketh  before  other  bii 
own  fupper  ^  and  one  is  hungry,  and  anbther  is  drunken.'* 

The  heathens  ufed  to  eat  and  drink  plentifully  at  their 
fcafts  upon  their  facrifices  }  and  this  profane  cuftom  wai 
creeping  in  among  the  \vealthier  Corinthians,  M^oj 
think  the  apoftle  was  pointing  here  at  their  agepai^  or  lovt- 
feafls,  that  in  thofe  times  either  precede4  or  followed  the 
Lord's  fupper  ;  and  they  are  called  love-feafts^  bec»ufe 
they  were  defigned  to  manifeft  their  love  to  their  fellow 
Chriilians,  both  poor  apd  rich,  and  the  poor  carried  a- 
way  what  was  left  at  them  :  And  alio  they  had  them  tQ 
reprefent  our  Lord^s  laft  fupper,  in  which  he  eat  the  Paf- 
chal  Lamb,  before  he  inflituted  that  ordinance  now  called 
the  Lord's  fupper,  Thcfe  love-feafts  were  founded  on  no 
command  of  Chrid,  but  came  in  by  cuftoni,  and  by  th^ 
Jews  who  became  Chriftians.  Thefe  ifyould  needs  have 
mn  append) j(  or  -appurtenance  of  the  Lord^s  fupper ;  and, 
in  imitation  of  Lhrift^s  eating  the  Pafchal  L^mb  before 
the  Lord's  fupper,  would  have  a  feaft  or  fupper  'of  their 
own  to  precede  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  having  provided 
it  at  home,  would  needs  bring  it  to  the  place  where  the 
Church  met.  To  this  feaft  all  the  poor  were  invited  at 
the  charges  of  the  rich,  as  an  expreflion  of  their  pcrfcft 
love  and  charity  one  towards  anothen  But  in  this  Church 
great  abufes  crept  in,  in  this  pra^lice  ;  the  poor  Cbrif- 
tians  were  negle^led  and  defpifed.  The  rich  did  either 
not  invite  them,  or  did  not  wait  for  them  :  But  the  rich 
haftcd  to  eat  what  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  feme 
of  them  eat  and  drank  to  excefs,  fo  that  **  one  was  hun- 
gry, another  was  drunken."  The  apoftle  inveighs  againft 
this  pradlice,  as  turning  a  feaft  of  charity  into  a  debauch, 
and  as  that  which  made  them  incapable  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  fupper.  This  was  a  fcandalou«  irregularity,  a  pro- 
faning a  facred  ipftitution,  and  corrupting  a  divine  ordi- 
nance to  the  laft  degree.  What  ftiould  have  been  a  bond 
of  mutual  amity  and  afteflion,  was  made  an  inftrunient  of 
difcord  and  difunion.  ^ 

Obferve  i.  Duties  not  done  as  they  ought,  are  not 
done  at  all  in  Chrift's  account.  Or  a  carelefs  eating  and 
drinking  of  the  Lord's  fupper  is  as  good  as  none,  yea 
worfe  than  not  eating.  So  prayers  may  be  made,  yet  not 
made  •,  fsiciamtrvts  received,  yet  not  received  5  alms  given, 
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yet  not  given,  becaufe  not  done  in  the  form  and  manner 
required  by  God. 

Obferve  2.  A  fincere  foul  mud  and  will  look  not  only 
to  the  matter  of  the  duty,  but  alfo  to  the  manper  of  per- 
forming it. 

Obfcrve  3.  It  Is  a  heinous  evil  for  Chriilians  to  treat 
tbeir  fellow  Chriftians  with  contempt  and  infolence,  cfpe* 
cially  at  the  Lord's  table  :  For  the  rich  to  defpife  the 
poor,  this  is  a  great  evil. 

Obferve  4.     That  even  in  the  apoftolical  and  prinjitire 
-times,  great  diforders  and  irregularities  had  crept  into  the  • 
Church  ;  and  that  there  is  no  Church  without  fpot  in  this 
imperfefl  ftatc. 

Obfcrve  5.  That  the  apoille,  notwithftandin^  of  thefe, 
doth  not  dircdl  the  one  part  of  the  Corinthians  to  fepa- 
ratc  from  the  other  5  but  he  only  reproves  and  re6lifict 
their  sbufes*  He  doth  not  fay,  Withdraw  from  fuch  per- 
fons,  for  they  will  pollute  the  ordinance  to  you.  No,  if 
they  be  polluted,  it  is  themfclves,  and  not  to  others.  He 
eats  and  drinks  damnation  "  to  himfelf,^'  Every  man 
{Jiafll  bear  his  own  burden.  Wherefore,  fays  he,  **  Let" 
a  man  examine  himfelf,''  not  his  neighbour.  The  apoille 
doth  not  encourage  feparation  upon  that  ground,  that  there 
were  fcandalous  perfons  adraitted^'in  Corinth,  even  fome 
drunk  about  the  time  of  partaking,  which  might  be  the 
occaiion  of  iheir  divj^ed  way  of  communicatin;!;.  Bathe 
reproves  their  divided  communicating,  and  charges  them 
to  come  together  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  and  tarry  for  one 
another,  He  indeed  fharply  reproves  their  fcandalous 
.  pra£lice,  and  tells  them  that  it  was  mod  hazardtul  to 
themfelves  to  communicate  unworthily,  but  fpeaks  of  no 
danger  to  others.  He  commands  them  to  examine  them- 
felves, and  fo  to  eat,  but  not  to  examine  their  fellow- 
communicants,  which  certainly  he  had  done,  if  their  join- 
ing with  them  had  made  them  partakers  of  their  fin  and 
danger.  • 

.    Verfe  22.     **  What,  have  ye  not  houfcs  to  eat  and  to 
drink  in  ?  or  defpife  ye  the  church  of  God,  and  (hame 
them  that  have  not  ?  What  (hall  I  fay  to  you  ?  (hall  I  praife 
.  you  in  this  ?  I  praife  you  not." 

The  apodle  here  doth  condemn  both  the  abufes  of  thofe  ^ 
feafls,  and  alfo  their  keeping  them  in  the  place  where  the 
^church  met.     Some  underftand  the  church,  of  the  houfe 
Ijrbcre  the  church  met,  and  call  their  feafting  there  a  pro- 
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^niag  or  unhallowin;2r  the  pl^ce  fet  apart  for  diviire  wor« 
fhip.  Others  underftand  it  of  the  people  or  poor  mem- 
bers there  met.  Why  do  ye  delpife  them  ?  by  excludiii^ 
them  from  ,your  coqipany,  bec^uie  of  their  poverty  ;  and 
fo  ye  put  tnem  to  (hame,  whom  God  has  adopted,  9pd 
admitted  into  his  family.  This  feaft  was  originally  de- 
figned  for  the  poor's  relief,  and  yc  exclude  them  from  ft. 

Obf.  I.  The  dcfpifinj^  of  the  poor  members  of  the 
church,  is  a  defpifing  of  the  church  itfelf,  yea,  CbriA, 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  as  he  that  pinchetb  the  little  toe, 
P^neth  the  whole  body,  and  the  head  too. 
»  Obf.  2.  With  what  lenity  and  mildnefs  the  apoftle  re- 
proves thefe  great  diforders,  Sb/i//  I  proife  you  /  It  was 
the  £ril  time  he  h^d  told  them  of  their  faults,  in  hopes  of 
•mendment,  and  therefore  doth  it  gently  ;  and  fome  think 
this  gentle  way  of  reproof  had  the  due  e£Fe£^,  becaufe  no 
fault  is  taxed  in  the  fecond  epiflle  that  was  reproved  ia 
thcfirft.    - 

Verfe  23.  "  For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  that 
which  I  alfo  delivered  unto  you,  that  the  Lord  Jefus,  the 
&B1C  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took  bread. 

24.  "  And  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it,  and 
faid,  take,  eat  j  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you  : 
This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

25.  "  After  the  fame  manner  alfo  he  took  the  cup, 
when  he  had  fupped,  faying,  this  cup  is  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  in  my  blood  j  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in 
remembrance  oF  roe. 

26.  **  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  Bread,  and  drink  this 
cup,  yc  do  ihew  the  Lord  s  death  till  be  come.'* 

After  reproving  their  diforders,  he  reduces  them  to  the 
primitive  inflitution,  and  tells  them  how  he  came  by  the 
knowledge  of  it,  feeing  he  wras  not  among  the  apoftlcs  at 
the  firft  inflitution.  It  was  by  revelation  from  Chrift : 
and  what  he  had  received  of  the  Lord,  he  communicated 
to  them,  withoyt  varying  from  the  truth  in  the  leaft, 
without  adding  or  diminiihing.  As  if  he  had  faid,  *'  As 
for  thefe  love-feafts  preceding  the  Lord's  fupper,  I  recevoci 
nothing  from  the  Lord ;  you  have  borrowed  them  from 
Jews  or  fleathens  :  But  all  that  I  received  from  the  Lord 
concerning  the  Lord's  fuppcr,  I  facie  fet  before  you/* 
And  indeed  he  gives  a  more  particular  account  of  the  in- 
ftitution  than  we  meet  with  elft where v 

I.  Wc  hare  the  Author  of  it,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
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Obf.  It  is  "an  aft  of  Ch rift's  royal  power  and  anthoritf',  %i 
Kitig  and  Head  of  the  Church,  to  inftitute  facraments. 
The '  church  "had  no  power  to  aprpbint  fuch,  but  only  t» 
Execute  and  adminifter  what  Chrift'  appoints  :  And  as  it 
is  Chrift's  ordinance,  we  (liouM  have  a  fpecial  regard  to 
it,  and  not  profane  or  negleft  it. 

2.  Wc  have  the  time  of  the  inftitution,  The  fame  n^hi 
in  "which  he  was  betrayed*^  when  he  was  entering  on  his 
fbul-foflPerings  in  the  garden,  and  going  next  day  to  thd 
croi$  ^  a  night  much  to  be  remembered,  being  the  laft 
flight  before  Chrift's  death  :  The  night  wherein  he  began 
his  bitter  agonies,  and  fwate  the  bloody  fweat  for  us  ^  a 
flight  wherein  he  faW  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  even  jufttce^ 
men,  and  devils,  drawn  up  in  batik -array  againft  hinL 
A  wondrous  inftance  of  his  love,  in  fpertding  fo  mucTi  <»£ 
that  little  time  had  in  the  world  (when  he  fcemed  co^  \Mt 
more  need  to  mind  himfelf )  vn  fettling  an  ordinance  for 
the  confirmation  and  confolation  of  his  people^  to  the  end 
©f  the  -worid.  Whatever  comes  of  him^lf,  his  people 
fttuft.not  be  forgot. -^—Obferve  from  the  time  of  the  infti- 
tuti<ni,  the  niijht  before  his  fufffirin^,  that  it  is  very  ne- 
C:effary,  when  fufferings  ate  approaching,  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  Lord's  table,  which  affords  both  an  antidote  againft 
fear,  and  a  reftorative  and  cordial  to  fkith.  Wherefore 
Chrift,  for  our  example,  communicated  with  his  difciplet 
|hc  night  before  he  fuffered. 

3.  We  have  the  facramental  clemehts,  or  the  memora« 
tivc,  fignificative,  and  inftrudive  figns,  bread  and  wine. 

4.  The  things  fignified  thereby,  the  bodjr  and  blood  of 
Chrift,  his  body  broke  and  blood  fhed,  together  with  al! 
the  benefits  which  flow  from  his  death  and  facrifice. 

Obferv*  i .  There  is  ao  tranfubftantiation  as  the  Papifts 
abfurdly  imagine.  Why  ?  Paul  calls  that  which  is  eatea 
breads  five  times  over  in  this  paflTage  :  and  even  after  what 
the  Papifts  call  confecration*  A  plain  argument  that  the 
apoftle  knew  nothing  of  their  monftrous  dodtrine,  which 
makes  the  bread,  by  the  words  of  confecration,  to  be 
changed  into  the  fubftance  of  Chrift's  body,  only  the  ac* 
Ctdents  of  bread  remaining  \  which  affronts  and  deftroys 
the  nature  of  a  facrament,  and  gives  the  lie  to  our  fenfes. 
It  is  called  his  body,  becaufe  it  was  a  fign  and  reprefen- 
ttftion  of  it,  not  hb  real  body  to  be  fure  j  for  then  it  would 
fbUow  that  Chrift  eat  his  own  body  while  alive,  and  that 
his  difciples  did  the  fame  J  yea  that  they  devoured   that 
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body  over  niji^ht  which  hang  upon  the  crols  next  morning 
with  a  thoufaod  fuch  like  abfurdities.  But  whether  m 
Papifts  will  or  not,  they  mufl  admit  of  a  figurative  ex,<> 
prefTion  in  this  pafiage  ;  for  when  Chriil  fays^  Thii  eup  is 
the  New  Tejlam^snt  in  r^y  hlood^  they  mud  mean  that  which 
was  in  the  cup,  and  not  the  vefl*el  that  held  it :  and  thu 
If  the  ordinary  f^cramental  diale^l,  concerning  circuffld- 
iion  and  the  patfover.  Circumciiioa  is  tailed  God's  co^ 
veoant,  Gen.  xvii.  28.  f.  e,  the  fign  of  it.  Alfo  the  Lamb 
IS  called  the  paflover,  £vod.  jcii.  11.  u  i,  the  fign  of  it* 
It  is  true  the  Heathens  laid  it  to  the  charge  of  the  primi- 
tive Chriflians,  that  they  ate  human  fie(h  \  but  falfely,  if 
appears  by  the  apology  made  for  the  primititre  ChrifiianSi 
by  TertLlli.in  and  others  ;  which  apology  had  been  faHci 
had  they  daily  eaten  the  flelh  of  Chriil  in  the  iacramenti 
It  hath  been  always  reckoned  a  mod  deteflable  thin^  to 
eat  human  fle(h,  and  much  more  is  it  to  eat  the  God  ire 
worfhip,  and  devour  him  whom  we  pretend  to  adore; 

Obferve  2.  That  both  bread  and  cup  are  ufed  together^ 
which  (hows  the  unwarrantable  ufurpation  of  the  Papifls^ 
in  depriving  the  laity  of  the  cup.  It  is  direflly  contrary 
to  Chrift's  irtftitution  5  for  our  Saviour  (as  it  were)  fore- 
feeing  the  Papids  encroachment  in  this  matter,  is  more 
ezprefs  in  bis  injunction  concerning  the  cup,  than  the 
bread,  in  thefe  words,  Matt.  xxvi.  27.  "  Drink  ye  all  of 
it  )'^  and  their  obedience  is  recorded  of  the  cup,  and  not 
of  the  bread,  Mark  xiv.  27.  "  And  they  all  drank  of  it.*^ 
Now,  why  is  Chrift  fo  exprefs  in  this  ?  Surely  it  was,  be- 
caufc  he  forefaw  in  the  after  ages  this  ordinance  vrouldbe 
difmcmbered,  by  the  prohibition  of  the  cup  to  the  laity, 
and  that  by  the  Popifh  ccuncils  and  canons,  with  an  ez- 
prefs non  objiante  to  the  command  of  Chrift« 

5.  We  have  the  facramental  adions,  both  oa  the  mt* 
niiter^  and  people's  part. 

For  the  firft.  Our  Lord  took  the  breads  he  bleffed  it, 
he  brake  it,  he  gave  it  to  his  difciples.  1.  The  taking 
of  bread  lignifies  God's  chufing,  fctting  apart,  and  ap- 
pointing ChriA  to  be  a  furety  and  facrifice,  and^  laying  on 
him  the  fins  of  his  people-  2.  The  blefTmg  fignifies  his 
qualifying  and  furni(hing  Chriil  with  all  gifts  and  graces 
iieeedful  for  the  difcharge  of  his  mediatory  offices,  and 
for  aofwering  his  people's  exigencies.  3.  The  breaking 
iignifies  all  Chrifl's  breakings,  bruilings,  and  woundings, 
both  in  fyul  and  body,  which  were  for  our  iin5,  in  order  to 
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!^fy  divirt€  juftice,  aftd  procure  falvation  for  'tis.  4^ 
be  ^ving  lifi^nifies  his  offering,  giving,- ^nd  adually  be- 
%6^bg  Chrift  aild  all  his  benefits  on  us.  There  is  no 
"jdtoitait  refervedy  no  bleflings  excepted  or  kept  back ;  all 
Is  t^eir^. 

2.  The  a£(ions  oh  the  communicants  part,  Are  to  take^ 
\o  eat,  ^nd  drink  in  remembrance  of  Cbrifl, 

^U^ft.  What  is  meant  by  tak?ng  this  bread  ?  yinf,  Tt 
is  the  acceptstfg  of  Chrift  as  he  is  offered  to  o§  j  a  receiv- 
ing th^  atonement,  approving  of  it,  confenting  to  it,  com- 
ing u|)  to  the  terms  on  ^vhich  the  benefit  is  propofed  to 
iiSn  It  is  an  accepting  of  Chrift's  grace,  and  fubmitting 
to  his  government.  Believing  on  Chrift  is  exprefled  bjr 
taking  or  receiving  of  him*  Well  then,  when  we  are 
fed  take  this  bread,  we  are  bid  take  Chrift  arid,  all  the 
Ib'enefits  of  his  purchafe  *,  and  that  fincerely  and  honeftly, 
^itliout  diflimulation  j  entirely,  fully,  and  without  excep- 
tion J  with  clofe  iand  particular  applitation,  fajing, 
**  My  Lord,  and  my  God  ;"  with  thankfulnefs  and  praife 
for  fach  a  glorious  furcty,  fuch  a  rich  purchafe,  fuch  a 
tree  covenant,  and  fuch  fultable  promife^j  with  humility 
and  felf-denial,  renouncing  all  confidence  in  our  own  pre- 
parations, or  qualifications  of  any  fort,  faying,  '*  In  the 
Xi'o'rd  only  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  j''  and  with 
full  aflurauce  of  faith,  looking  on  the  bread,  as  the  Lord's 
feal  and  pledge  of  our  intereft  in,  and  title  to  the  bleflings. 
6f  the  covenant  j  and  as  a  token  from  Chrift  that  his  bo- 
dy was  broken  for  us  5  believing  that  Chrift  and  all  the 
bleflings  of  the  covenant  are  herewith  given  to  us,  as  real- 
ly as  Chrift  gives  the  bread  into  our  hands. 

^ueft.  What  is  meant  by  eating  this  bread  ?  Anf,  It 
fighifies  our  feeding  by  faith  upon  Chrift  and  his  benefits, 
which  is  done  by  our  believing  thfc  report  concerning 
Chrift  and  his  purchafe,  and  makiiig  a  particular  applica- 
tion of  Chrift  and  his  benefits  unto  our  fouls,  and  their 
various  neceflities  and  exigencies  :  And  particularly  this 
bating  fignifies,  i.  Our  union  with  Chrift.  2-  Our 
fatisfa^ion  and  complacency  in  him.  3.  Our  receiving 
ftrength  arid  increafe  of  grace  from  Chrift.  4.  Our  tak- 
ing infeftment  and  p'deflion  of  Chrift  and  his  purchafe  as 
our  inheritance,  and  receiving  this  outward  fign  as  a 
pledge  of  the  whole. 

As  to  the  words  concerning  the  cup,  **  This  cup  is  the 
New  Teftament  in  toy  blood,  fhed  for  many,  for  the  re- 

Vot.   II L  3    X  TCLVff\<iW 


528  APPENDIX 

snifnon  of  fins  */^  it  is  a  figuratire  fpeecliy  fignifyine  tint 
the  wtne  in  the  Cup,  as  reprefentiDg  the  (bedding  of  QmM 
blood,  is  a  fign  and  feal  of  Chrifl^s  Tcftament  or  Core- 
nant  of  Grace,  confirmed  by  his  blood.— *  From  which  we 
may  obferve,  i.  That  every  worthy  eommutiicant  Ml 
here  get  a  copy  of  Chrift's  Teftament  put  into  bis  handi| 
with  all  the  legacies  and  blefiings  it  contains,  foch  u 
pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God,  wifdom,  rigfateon&efi, 
fandification,  redemption,  grace,  and  glory.  Which  TA 
tament,  if  we  take  hold  of,  and  acquiefce  la  the  method 
of  falvation  contained  in  it,  and  can  prove  our  reladoa 
to  the  Teftator  by  faith  and  and  regeneration,  we  arc 
children  and  heirs,  and  have  an  interefl  therein. — Ob£  2, 
What  it  was  that  purchafed  the  New  Teflament  to  os. 
even  Chrifl's  blood  ^  there  is  never  a  time  we  read  or 
hear  of  the  New  Teflament,  but  we  (hould  mind  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  blood  of  Chiifi, 
we  had  never  had  the  New  Teftament  written,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  New  Teftament,  we  had  never  known 
the  meaning  of  Chrifl's  blood  (bed. 

6.  We  have  the  ends  of  the  inftitution,  i.  To  keep  up 
the  **  remembrance  of  Chrift."  Chrift  knew  how  apt 
our  bafe  hearts  would  be  to  forget  him  amidft  a  throng  of 
fenfible  objefls  m  we  here  converfe  with  j  and  how  much 
our  forgettulnefs  of  Chrift  would  be  to  our  prejudice  and 
difadvantage  ^  and  therefore  he  appoints  this  ordinance^ 
to  bring  Chrift,  his  death  and  love,  to  our  believing, 
affedlionate,  and  thankful  remembrance.  2.  *^  To  fhew 
forth  his  death,''  i  e,  to  declare,  publifti,  and  proclaim  it. 
It  is  not  barely,  in  remembrance  of  Chrift^  of  what  he 
hath  done  and  fuffcred,  but  alfo  to  celebrate,  publifh,  and 
proclaim  his  gracious  condefcenfion,  his  love  and  favour 
to  loft  finners.  We  declare  his  death  to  be  our  life,  and 
the  fpring  of  all  our  comforts  and  hopes.  We  glory  in 
this  atonement  and  facrifice,  and  fpread  it  before  God  as 
our  only  ranfom.  We  fet  it  in  the  view  of  our  faith  for 
our  quickening  and  comfort.  We  own  it  before  the  world, 
as  the  only  ground  of  our  hope  y  and  that  we  are  the  dif- 
ciples  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  who  truft  in  him  alone  for 
falvation  and  acceptance  with  God. 

7.  We  have  a  mandate  or  charge  given  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  this  ordinance,  and  for  doing  it  frequently.  Our 
Lord's  command  is  twice  repeated  for  fecurity,  **  This 
do  ',  this  do  ye."     It  was  our  Lord's  will  that  we  (hould 
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celebrate  the  memorial  of  his  death  and  paffion.  It  is 
the  wiil  of  our  fovcrei^^n  Lord  and  Lawgiver,  the  exurefs 
command  of  a  Saviour,  yea,  of  a  dying  Saviour.  A 
command  of  love;  and  it  is  fuch  a  comrnand  as,  if  we 
duly  obferve  it,  will  be  a  bleffe.i  means  to  enable  us  to 
'Cbfervc  a!)  the  com'tiands  of  God  the  better  li  is  Ibcli 
•  command,  as  whofoever  lives  in  the  wilful  neg!e£l  of  it, 
cannot  be  called  4  Cnriftian,  but  will  b*  treated  by  Chrift 
tft  the  prC'it  day  as  an  enemy,  and  defpiftr  of  his  tlying 
'  love.  Wherefore  it  is  our  duty  not  only  to  communicate 
and  part::k«:  of  this  ordinance,  but  we  muft  do  it  often.  We 
cannot  maintain  bodily  health  and  ftrength  without  fre- 
quent meals,  fo  neither  can  we  niaintain  foul  health  and 
ftrength  without  this  fpiritual  diet  frequently  taken  and 
received.  The  ancient  churches  celebrated  this  ordinance 
every  Lt>rdN  day.  Let  us  be  thanktul  that  we  have  this 
fpiritual  meal  more  frequently  tendered  to  us  than  formerly. 
O  for  (harpened  appetites  for  our  food ! 

8.  Wc  have  the  perp  tuity  of  the  ordinance^  It  is  to 
be  celebrated  till  the  Lord  come  the  fecond  time,  without 
fin,  for  the  ^Ivation  of  them  that  believe,  and  to  judge 
the  world.  Obfer.  i.  That  the  Lord^s  fupper  is  not  a 
temporary,  but  a  ilanding  and  perpetual  ordinance. 
^.  That  there  is  no  n^ed  of  facraments  in  heaven  ^  foi? 
Chriil  if  there  bodily  prefent.  Faith  is  then  cbanged  in-. 
t0  vifion,  and  hope  into  fruition.  Here  we  hold  com- 
munion with  him  by  flgns  and  fymbols :  but  above,  wq 
will  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  enjoy  him  perfe£tly.  The  day 
will  then  break,  and  all  the  madows  will  Hee  away. 

Verfe  27.  •*  Wherefore,  whofoever  (hall  eat  this  bread) 
and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily,  (hall  be  guil- 
ty of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord." 

28.  **  fiat  let  a  man  examine  himfelf,  and  fo  let  him 
eat  of  that  bread  and  drink  of  that  cup." 

29.  '*  For  be  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eat- 
eth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf,  not  difcerning  the. 
Lord's  body.'* 

The  a ppftle  haying  declared  the  original  inflitution  o£ 
the  Lord's  fupper  5 -he  comes  now  to  inft^ufk--  the  Corin- 
thians in  the  right  ufe  of  it,  and  to  beware  of  profaning 
and  abuilng  this  ordinance, 'as  they  had  done. 

Oblerve  I.     Ihe  fin   which  he  warns  them  of j  viz. 

**•  Eating  and  drinking   unworthily."      ^eft.    What  it 

this  ?  jUn/^  It  is  not  a.  weak  faith,  or  weaknefs  in  know- 
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'  ledi^e,  or  want  of  perfedb  holiDcfs,  or  freedom  fixvi  Sn'f 
that  will  denominate  a  perfon  an  an,wort]iy  receiTer ;  far 
tbis  ordinance  was  not  inftituted  for  aogelf,  but  for  men 
who  are  imperfed  and  finful :  But  it  is  to  comjB  igno- 
rant, without  due  preparation,  without  faith,  without  re- 
pentance, felf-examination  ;  without  refolution  ggaioft  hi, 
and  w.'tbout  reconciliation  to  God,  or  to  our  neigUxmr. 

Obferve  3.  The  guilt  and  heinoufaefs  of  this  fin ;  they 
are  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord,  u  i.  It 
IS  an  acccflion  to  the  guilt  of  (bedding  tbe  innocent  blood 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.— -It  is  an  implidc 
approbation  of  the  Jews  ad  in  crucifying  Ckrift. — It  if 
a  trampling  Ch rifles  blocd  under  our  feet— —It  is  a  cmci« 
fying  Chrift  afrefb,  and  harbouring  the  trutors  and  ene- 
mies of  Child  in  our  bofom. 

Obferve  3.  The  danger  of  it,  eating  and  drinking 
damnation  to  ourfelves  ;  /.  e.  They  provoke  God  to  in' 
fliil  fore  judgments  on  them,  temporal  and  fpiritual  judg- 
ments here,  and  eternal  judgments  hereafter.— The  mean- 
ing is  not,  that  this  fin  is  unpardonable,  but  that  it  de- 
ferves  damnation,  and  will  bring  it  on,  without  repent- 
ance, and  flyinp^  to  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  cleanfing.  E- 
very  fin  is  in  its  own  nature  damning,  and  therefore  fuch 
a  heinous  fin,  as  profaning  this  holy  ordinance,  muftfare- 
ly  be  fo.  But  timorous  and  fearful  believers  (hould  not 
be  difcouraged  from  attending  this  holy  ordinance  by  the 
found  of  this  word,  as  if  they  bound  upon  thcmfelves  the 
fenience  of  damnation,  by  coming  to  the  Lord's  table  un- 
prepared. For  hearing  and  praying  unworthily  incurs 
dar»m..t»on,  as  well  as  communicating  unworthily.  But 
this  fin  zs  well  as  others,  leaves  room  for  forgivcncfs  up- 
on reppntancet 

Obferve  4.  That  unworthy  receivers  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per  do  contrail  great  guilt,  and  incur  great  danger  to 
thcmfelves.  And  therefore  they  (hould  be  much  con- 
cerned to  guard  againft  this  heinous  and  dangerous  fin ', 
ard  cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  Lord,  deliver  us  from  blood* 
guiltinefi.'' 

Obferve  5.  It  is  only  judgment  to  himfelf,  it  is  not  to 
another  that  receives  with  him.  For  if  a  wicked  man's 
prefence  at  the  facramcnt  (hould  pollute  the  ordinance  to 
a  worthy  receiver,  then  Chrift  and  his  eleven  apoftles 
were  defiled  by  the  company  of  Judas  at  the  paifover,  at 
which  he  certainly  waf,  and,  as  many  think,  at  the  Lord's 

'^  We 
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We  haye  10  vetfe  -l^h,  tke  duty  ccquired  for  prevent- 
lUg  the  iia  and  danger  of  unworthy  communicating,  and 
that  is  the  great  and  neceETary  duty  of  felf  examination. 
It  is  aioetaphox  taken  from  goldfmiths,  who  try  the  truth 
of  their  gold  by  the  touchftone,  the  purity  "of  their  gold 
by  the  fire,  and  the  weight  of  it  by  the  fcale.  We  have 
here,  I.  The  perfon  examining,  **  Let  a  man  examine." 
2.  The  perfon  examined,  it  is  himfelf;  he  is  to  call  hira- 
fclf  to  the  bar  of  confcience,  and  put  queflions  to  himfclf, 
I.  Concerning  his  date,  whether  he  has  a  right  to  come 
or  not.  2.  His  fins  and  fhortcomings.  3.  His  wants 
and  neceffities.  4.  His  ends  and  defigni ;  whether  it  be 
to  obey  the  charge  of  his  dying  Saviour,  to  (liew  forth 
his  death,  renew  and  fcal  his  covenant  with  God,  get 
nearnefs  and  communion  with  him,  nourifhment  to  his 
foul,  and  to  fapply  his  wants.  And,  5.  Conceminq;  his 
graces  and  qualifications,  particularly  as  to  knovvlcJ;re, 
faith,  repentance,  fear,  love,  thankfulnefs,  holy  defires, 
and  new  obedience. 

Obferve  i.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  miniftcr  examine 
lis  before  partaking.  We  muft  examine  ourfclves,  for  we 
only  can  try  Qur  own  hearts  and  thoughts,  which  a  mlni- 
iler  cannot. 

Obferve  2.  Oar  main  concern  before  partaking  is  a- 
bout  ourfelves. — It  is  not  about  examining  others,  but  a- 
bout  examining  ourfelves  that  we  are  to  be  employed.  It 
is  not  what  he  or  ihe  is  that  is  to  communicate  with  us  \ 
but  what  I  am  my  felf. 

Obferve  3,  It  Ihould  therefore  be  our  lingular  care,  be- 
fore communicating,  to  examine  ourfelves,  and  commune 
with  our  own  hearts,  as  to  our  right  to,  and  iitneG  for 
the  Lord's  table. 

We  have  in  verfe  29th,  the  true  caufe  of  unworthy 
communici:ting,  **  Not  difcerning  the  Lord's  body  ;" 
/.  e,  not  making  a  diflinflion  between  this  bread  and  cum« 
mon  bread  j  betwixt  the  Lord's  body  and  the  body  of  a 
mere  man  j — not  prizing  nor  ellecraing  the  body,  of  a  cru- 
cified Jefus,  as  the  meritoriqus  ground  of  our  juiliBca- 
tion. 

Verfe  30.  "  For  this  caufe  many  are  weak  and  fickly 
among  you,  and  many  deep.  • 

Some  were  punifhed  with  ficknefs  and  weaknef^,  and 
f.>me  with  death,  for  their  irreverence  in  approaching  to 
the  Lord's  table. 
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Ob&r? e  X.    Thit  ctfeleft  iiid  irteTennt  . 
farifiKt  on  tenpend  judgmentti  ■•  well  u  ^irituil  wti'-i 

Obfer.  2*  Tbft  Grod  may  pDinfli  lib  own  pcopfeindi 
temporal  jadg;nientt :  For  (evcralt  of  thoSt  \n  nmilAnl 
were  !0  a  ftate  of  favour  with  Ckkl,  as  nppean  mtt  ihf 
wor^  JIftfif  the«  death  <^f  the  wicked  being  Imdlj'  cdkH 
ile«-p  in  Hpv  place  of  fciiptore  $  and  from  Teffe-ja.  they 
mtrc  €b0/hn^  of  tie  Lonff  tlm$  tbey  niightiiii  h  imi 
demmd  vnA  the  vourld.'  Now,  .divine  chiu&catng  fa  a  %i 
.  of  Jivipe  love. 

Obfer^  3.  That  the  bolinefi  of  an  ordinance,  or  the  ka* 
bitoal  boit^eft  of  a  perfiHi  will  not  exempt  him  fi:«m  God^ 
idifpleafure  and  the  inflifiion  of  temporal  judgments  here 
!n  this  life,  if  he  do  not  by  aAual  preparations  fimfiify 
the  name  of  God  in  the  duty  and  ordinancca  of  Us  1lo^ 
Aip. 

^  Obfer.  4.  That  God  pnnilhes  his  people  now  to  pie- 
vent  their  eternal  woe. 

Yerfe  31.  ^  For  if  we  would  judge  onr&lves,  we 
fliould  not  be  judged.** 

If  we  would  examine,  try,  cenfure,  and  {entence  our- 
(elves,  and  fo  come  to  the  Lord^s  table,  we  would  e(cape 
the  caftigatory  puniihment,  and  condemnatory  fentence  of 
God*  Obfer.  i.  That  as  ft  is  our  duty  often  to  examine 
and  judge  ourfelves,  fo  felf-judging  will  preferve  us  trooi 
the  condemnation  and  judgment  of  God*  2.  That  thefe 
who  through  weakneis  of  underdanding  are  not  capable 
to  examine  themfelveS|  are  by  no  means  fit  to  partake  of 
this  ordinance. 

Verfe  32.  *'  But  when  we  are  judged,  we  are  chaHened 
of  the  Lord,  that  we  (hould  not  be  condemned  with  the 
world.'* 

The  nature  of  thefe  judgments,  or  afflictive  evils,  whicb 
d)>  befal  the  children  of  God  in  this  life,  they  are  chaften- 
logs,  **  we  are  chailened  of  the  Lord.*^  To  be  chailened 
has  a  double  afped,  fit  (I  upon  our  privilege,  it  denotes 
our  relation,  as  children  to<rod  our  Father.  Chafteniogs 
are  a  part  of  his  childrens  portion  \  yet  in  that  we  are 
chaflened,  it  taxes  us  with  weakneis  \  we  are  foolifh  and 
unruly,  and  therefore  fo  long  as  we  are  here,  mull  always 
go  with  a  rod  at  our  back.  Chrifl,  who  was  alfo  a  Son, 
was  chaftened,  *'  The  chailifement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him^'*    but  his  were  judiciary  chaftifementSy   not  as  a 

child. 
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cliUdy  but  as  an  enemy,  a  malefaf^or,  in  our  ftead.  Ob- 
ferve,  The  merciful  defign  of  God  in  cht^ftening  his  chil- 
^en,  is  to  prevent  their  condemnation.  When  therefore 
at  anj  time  we  are  under  chaftifement,  let  us  jufUfy  God, 
mod  condemn  ourfelves,  feeing  his  chaftifements  are  de« 
£gned  to  prevent  our  condemnation* 

Vcrfes  ^3.  34.  **  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  when  ye 
come  together  to  eat,  tarry  one  for  another.  And  if  any 
man  hunger,  let  him  eat  at  home  :  that  ye  come  not  to* 
gether  unto  condemnation.  And  the  reft  will  I  fet  in  or- 
der when  I  come. 

The  apoftle  clofei  all  with  a  caution  to  beware  of  the 
irregularities  they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  to  rectify  them, 
that  they  come  not  together  to  condemnation.  ObC  i. 
That  our  holy  duties  through  our  own  abufe  may  prove 
matter  of  condemnation.  Cbriflians  may  keep  Sabbaths, 
hear  fermons,  perform  prayers,  attend  iacraments,  and 
only  aggravate  their  guilt,  and  bring  on  a  heavier  doom 
on  themfelves.  Obf.  2.  We  have  great  need  to  fee  that 
we  come  to  God  in  due  order. 

Lqftlyy  He  tells  them,  that  as  to  the  other  points  of 
church  order,  he  would  determine  them  when  he  came 
among  them  :  **  The  reft  will  1  fet  in  order  when  I  come.** 
Such  unchriftian  diforders  may  arife  in  the  church,  as 
will  require  the  prefence  and  coming  of  an  apoftle  to  cor* 
i%Si  and  reform  them. 
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A  PREPARATION   SERMr)N 

BEFORE     THE     SACR  AlVCENX* 

■■      ■     I         '  f  I"  I     tt''f      "^>     Ml    I 

Jofliua  111.  5.     SattSlify  your/e/ves,  fot  to-tnorrbw  the  Lonl 
will  do  wonders  among  you. ^ 

IN  this  chapter  we  have  the  hillory  oF  Ifraers  paffing 
thirough  Jordan  to  Canaan  \  and  a  very  mexbbrable 
hlftbry  it  is  5  for  long  after  the^  arc  bid  to  r^niember 
■what  God  did  for  them  between  Shiitim  and  Giliral,  Mi- 
cah  VI.  5.  "  that  they  may  know  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Lord.^'  Shittim  was  the  place  where  they  decamprd, 
and'Gilgal  where  they  neict  pitchied.  See  Jofhua  iii.  i. 
compared  with  Jofhua  iv.  19.  He  orders  theth  to  march 
up  to  the  river  fide,  where  they  came  and  lodged,  though 
they  were  unprovided  of  means  to  pafs  in  the  ordinary 
way.  Though  they  had  neither  boats  nor  bridges,  yet 
they  go  forward  in  Faith,  trulling  God's  power  and  prb- 
mife.  It  was  told  them,  Jofhua  i.  11.  that  they  (hould 
p^ifs  it.  We  muft  go  in  the  way  of  our  duty,  though  we 
torefee  difficulties,  trufling  God  to  help  us  through  them 
when  we  come  to  them.  The  people  are  dirt  6led  to  fol- 
low the  ark,  verfe  3.  when  borne  by  the  pricfls  amd  Le- 
vites,  to  teach  us  clofely  to  attend  ordinances,  if  we  would 
have  the  marks  of  God's  favour  and  fpecial  prefence. 

In  the  text  we  have  two  things,  i.  A  command.  1* 
Reafons  given  for  it. 

As  to  the  firfl,  *•  Sandify  yourfclves"  The  word 
fanctify  has  divers  acceptations  in  fcripture.'  Someiimcs 
it  is  applied  to  God,  we  are  commanded  to  fanctify  the 
Lord^  i.  e.  to  think  and  fpeak  reverently  of  him,  or 
humbly  to  worQilp  him.  At  other  times  we  are  com- 
manded to  fanctify  ourfci'ues^  and  then  it  imports  fevcral 
things;  1.  Our  feparaf.ng  or  fttting  curfelves  apart  to 
feme  holy  ufe.  2.  Our  cleanfing  curfelves  fiom  all  ccre- 
monitil  pollution.  Our  preparing  curfelves  for  fome  fo- 
lemn  or  facred  a£lIon,  by  the  ufe  of  fome  facred  rites  cr 
ceremonies,  fuch  as  legal  walhing,  &c.  4,  Our  patting 
ourfelvcs  in  a  fuitable  frame  for  attending  on  God's  wor- 

fliip 
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fclip.  5-  Our  purifying  ourfclves  inwardly  from  fin,  and 
idorning  ourfelves  with  bolineis.  I  might  cite  fcfipture- 
'er  all  the  fignifications  of  the  word,  as  £xod.  xix.  22. 
fofli.  vii.  13.  I  Chron.  xv.  12.  2  Chron.  v.  11.  xxik.  $*■ 
ixx-  3.  &c.  I  (hall  take  it  here  at  comprehending  fome-' 
:hing  of  all  thcfe  fenfes,  efpecially  the  people's  preparing' 
rhemfelves  to  tttend  the  ark,  and  the  difcoverlng  of 
Grod''s  power,  glory,  and  goodncfs,  with  a  fuitable  for-^ 
raw  and  awful  frame  of  fpirit,  befitting  fuch  a  great  oc- 
fafion. 

,  II.  We  have  the  reafons  for  it,  "  For  to-morrow  the: 
Lord  will  do  wonders  among  you/'  See  how  nugniii.^ 
cently  he  fpeaks  of  God*s  works,  he  calls  them  wonder  ; 
and  indeed  thefe  were  fo  \  the  dividing  of  the  waters  of 
Jordan^  and  making  them  to  (land  upon  aheap  and  then 
bo  run  back,  turning  fluids  into  folids,  and  cauiing  the  If-: 
raelites  to  walk  through  the  rapid  river  upon  folid*  dry 
f^und.  All  thefe  were  great  wonders  of  God*s  pCower 
^nd  goodnefs  towards  Ifrael.  Now,  fays  Jo(hua,  fince 
God  is  about  to  give  you  fuch  uncommon  inilances  of 
his  power  and  favour,  fan^lify  yourfeWes,  compofe  your 
minds  by  meditation,  prayery  and  abftrad^dnefs  from  thd 
world,  that  ye  may  be  in  cafe  for  a  careful  and  religious* 
obfervation  of  his  wonderful  works,  aod  to  receive  the 
difcovery  of  his  glory,  and  the  communications  of  his 
goodnefs,  that  fo  ye  may  give  God  all  the  glory;  and 
take  to  yourfelves  the  comfort  of  his  wondrous  works 
and  gracious  appearances. 

DcSirine.  When  God  is  about  to  make  wonderful 
difcoveries  of  his  glory  and  goodnefs  to  his  people,  then 
they  (hould  make  folemn  preparation  for  obferving  and 
receiTing  of  the  fame.  For  confirmation  thereof,  fee 
Exod.  xix.  10..  1  c.  *'  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes, 
Go  junto  the  people,  and  fan6lify  them  to  day  and  to- 
morrow, and  let  them  wa(h  their  cloths  %  and  be  ready 
igaioil  the  third  day  :  for  the  third  day  the  Lord  will 
come  down  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people,  upon  mount 
fiinai."  Or,  idiy^  When  God  fets  trjrft  with  a  people, 
ttiey  (hould  prepare  themfelves  to  attend  him,  i  Sam. 
J^.  4.  5.  *^  And  Samuel  did  that  which  the  Lord 
pake,  and  came  to  J^ethlehem  ^  and  the  elders  of  the 
o-wn  trembled  at  his  coming,  and  faid,  corned  thou 
»^accably  ?  And  he  faid,  peaceably  :  I  am  come  to  fa- 
Vol.  lU.  3  Y  crifice 
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/ctiiice  unto  tbe  Lord  ^  ftndify  yourfelvts^  and  come  wfA 
me  to  the  facrifice* 

Method  I.  When  it  is  that  tl>e  Lotd  nd^es  fuch  woih 
derful  difcoverics  of  himfelf  to  his  jpeople. 

II.  Wherein  the  preparation  for.  waiting  on  thii  woi« 
dcr  working  God  doth  ly. 

III.  l1ie  properties  of  this  prepari|tioil. 

IV.  The  ncceflity  of  it.  * 

V.  And  laftljy  I  (hall  male  application. 

1.  As  to  the  firft  head,  When  it  is  tkat  the  Lotd 
aakes  glo^rious  and  wondrous  difcoTeries  of  himfelf  ib  a  . 
people.  1.  When,  notwith  (landing  of  »ievQus  fins  tod 
provocations,  he  averts  threatened  and  impending  jod^ 
ments,  and  comes  to  them  in  a  way  of  mercy  ^  at,  when 
he  threatens  famine  and  (carcity,  be  fends  Iruitful  fci^ 
ions  and  plenty  of  bread  ^  tfhtxx  he  thjreatens  the  mS- 
fotee  peftilence,  he  removes  it  and  fends  bealth  :  wkp 
lie  threatens  a  bloody  fword,  he  (heaths  it  up,  and  feadi 
peace  and  fafety. 

a.  When  he  is  pleafed  to  quell  the  cburcb^s  enenitf 
and  perfecutors,  tQ  deliver  his  people  from  their  oppref- 
£ons,  and  givp  them  the  freedom  of  their  afTembli^f,  and 
of  obferving  God's  inftitutions  in  purity. 

3.  When  he  pours  out* a  fpirit  of  reformation  od  ill 
Tanks  and  degrees,  fo  that  people  generally  turn  to  tbe 
Lord,  prize  ordinances,  prayer,  famiIy-wor(bip,  ami  ap- 
pear agatnft  vice. 

4.  When  God  pours  out  his  Spirit  on  the  affemblies 
of  his  people,  fo  that  the  preaching  of  the  gpfpel  is  at- 
tended with  life,  power  and  fuccefsy  to  the  in^ting  of 
hearts,  and  converting  of  fouls. 

5.  When  he  difcovers  a  Redeemer  to  a  loft  finking 
foul^  when  a  poor  felf- condemned  (inner,  that  was  at 
his  wit^$  end,  gets  a  (ight  of  the  po(Ebility  of  falvation 
through  the  fatisfa<Eiion  of  Chrift. 

6.  When  he  fets  forth  Chrift  crucified  before  tfureyes 
in  the  facrament  y  when  he  difplays  therein  the  wifdom, 
juftice,  love  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  ^nners,  in  a/nott 
lively  manner. 

7.  When  he  returns  and  makes  his  people^s  fky-break 
after  a  long  night  of  defertion  ^  when  he  makes  light  to 
arife  and  (hine  to  them  that  were  in  darknefs,  and  opcis 
the  door  of  his  prefence-chamber. 

&.  When  Vit  ^vvts  them  the  victory  over  fatan^s  temp- 

tationf 
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tations  and  aflaults  after  long-fafferin^  and  conflids;  and 
fpeaks  to  them  as  to  Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  *'  M7  jerrace  ii 
tufllicient  for  thee  ^  for  my  firehgth  is  made  perfe^  m 
vreakncfs.'' 

9.  When  he  meets  with  them  in  ordinances,  loofes 
thfeiF  bonds,  frees  them  from  their  ftraitenings  in  duty^ 
and  enlarges  their  hearts  in  prayer,  and  enables  them  to 
pour  forth  their  complaints'  and  requefts  before  the  Lord. 

10.  When  he  comes  with  a  return  to  their  prayers  ^ 
partkularly^  i»  By  lifting, on  them  the  light  of  hiscoun* 
tenaace  5'  or,  2.  By  giving  them  a  yiew  of  their  covc^ 
Bant^Telotipn  tn  God^-'a  weU>grounded  hope  of  heaven ; 
and  new  ftrexigth  to  grapple  with  fin,  perform  duties,  and 
bear  trials. 

a  I.  Wh^n  he  comes  and  gives  a  glorious  difcovery  of 
hai  ^iseatnefr  and  majefty,  fo  as  to  fill  them  with  awful 
fear  and  reverence  of  God^  and  makes  them  cry,  *'  Lord, 
what  is  man  that  thbu  art  mindfalof  him  ?"  O  the  un- 
fydakable  diftancc  that  is  between  G^  and  lis  I  God  is 
gtariotts,  and  the' creature  is  nothing. 

1 2.  When  he  comes  and  gives  the  foul  a  glorious  di& 
fS0v^tf  of'  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  God,  in  his  nature. 
Us  law  and  his  works,  as  he  did  to  Job,  making  him  cry, 
9€^oid  I  am  ml$ :  and  to  Ifaiah,  Wo  is  «#,  for  I  am  tin* 
ibmef  b^cMufe  I  am  a  man  ofunjclean  lips\, 

i^.  When  he  give«  a  glorious  difcovery  of  the  good- 
i>efs  aaXi  mercy  of  G^d,  particularly  in  thefe  inftances. 
f  •  The  glorious  coat^vance  of  our  redemption,  by  ieiid- 
hig  Chrift  to  fave  9i«  '2.  In  pardoning  guilty  finners  fb 
|:ia»y  crimen,  and  making  them  cry,  as  Micah  vii.  i8. 
"  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity^ 
aad  pafTcth  by  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  remnant  of.  his  he- 
ritage ?  he  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he 
dall^teth  in  mercy^'^  3*  in  taking  rebellious  traitort 
and  enemies  to  God  to  be  children  of  God,  and  favou* 
rites  of  heaven.  4.  in  exalting  them  above  angels  that 
never  finned,  and  providing  glorious  maniions  for  them. 

1 4.  When  he  Cotaies  in  the  ordinances,  and  quickens 
tba  dead  and  langnifhing  graces  of  his  people  v  as,  i^ 
When  he  melts  their  hard  hearts  into  the  exereSfe  of  re-> 
{i^sntance  and  mourning  for  fin.  2.  When  he  comes  and 
a£^uates  their  faith,  enables  the  weak  finner  to  to  out  to 
Chrifl,  cafl  his  foul  and  lay  his  burden  on  mm,  and 
wholly  to  look  to  him,  s^nd  lean  on  him  for  pardon  and 
3  Y  2  falvation* 
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alvation.  ^,  When  be  comet  tod  makeii  tlicir  bearU 
burn  t^itb  love  to  bimfclf,  and  to  prectoiu  Cbrift  the 
Mediator,  while  he  talks  to  them,  and  opens  up  the 
fcriptures.  4.  When  he  draws  out  the  defires  and  paot- 
ings  of  the  foid  towards  himfelf.  j.  When  he  quickens 
the  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  eleratei  the  heart  for  praife, 
and  enables  the  foul  for  every  daty. 

11.  As  to  the  feoond  head,' Wherein  this  preparation 
and  fan&ifying  of  the  heart  for  waiting  on  God  in  ordi- 
nances doth  jie.  Ftrfij  it  fuppofes,  t.  That  we  are  ib* 
turally  unfit  and  unprepared  for  approaching  to  God. 
2.  It  fuppofes  a  work  of  God's  grace  and  Spirit  00  the 
heart :  he  only  fits  the  fbul  for  fptritual  things.  **  It  is 
God  that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleafiiie.  1  he  preparation  of  the  heart  in  man,  and  the 
anfwcr  of  the  tongue  is  from  the  Lord,**      Ptov.  xru  i. 

Secondly^  It  dircdly  impors  thefe  things:  i.  The  foul's 
being  id  a  gracious  (late,  tranflated  from  nature  to  grace 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  that  the  foul  it  reconciled  to 
God  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  a  work  of  fan^ficalion 
begun  \  without  this  we  cannot  be  accepted. 

2.  It  lies  in  bringing  our  hearts  with  us,  and  engaging 
all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  our  fouls  to  attend  God  in 
duty,  Pfal.  IxjLXvi.  11.  ''  Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thj 
name  •,"  and,  Pfal.  cxix.  10.  "  With  my  whole  heart 
have  I  fdught  thee.'* 

3.  It  lies  in  our  having  right  thought?  and  uptakiogs 
of  that  gracious  God  whom  we  approach  to  ^  i.  Thai 
we  believe  that  God  is,  and  is  a  Rewatdcr  of  them  that 
diligently  feek  him.  ^.  That  he  is  incomprehenfibly 
great  and  glorious,  fills  the  heavens  and  the  earth  with 
his  prefence,  and  that  greot  fear  and  reference  is  due  to 
him.  3.  That  he  is  glorious  in  holinefs,  and  of  purer  eyes 
than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity.  4.  Th«t  he  is  fpotlefs 
in  juflice,  and  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty. 
5.  'i'hat  he  is  omnipotent  in  power,  for  protecting  bis 
people,  and  deilroying  his  enemies.  6.  That  he  is 
matchlcfs  in  clemency  and  mercy,  eafy  to  be  intreated, 
and  ready  to  forgive  through  Chrift.  .  7,  That  he  is 
faithful,  and  keeps  cov^enant  for  ever. 

4.  It  lies  in  having  humble  and  low  thoughts  of  ouT' 
felves,  as  unworthy  to  approach  to  God,  or  receive  any 
token  of  his  favour.  The  Coul  that  is  fan£tified  and  pre- 
pared for  approaching  to  God,  hath  a  deep  fenfe  of  lor- 
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•mer  fins  and  mif<;artiages,  wooders  at  God's  patience,  tkat 
the  earth  has  not  open<;d  it^  mouth  to  fwallow  k  up  ere 
now. 

5.  It -lies  mcleanfiag  aod  purifying  ourfelves,  by  fearck* 
it\g  for  and  throwing  out  all  thefe  fins  and  evils  that  unfit 
us  for  converfe  with  God«  if  we  would  have  God  to 
accept  us,  we  inuft  regard  li'o  ioiquity  in  our  hearts  ;.paar<- 
ticularly,  1.  We  muix  caft  out  pride  and  felf-coi^cit* 
JIf  wetj^ave  a  gbodopliiion  of  ourfelves,  our  duties  and 
]>erfor^ances,  God  will  not  accept  us  ^  we  muil  count  all 
but  lofs  and  dung  for  Chriil  2.  Worldliaefs,'  and  thoughts 
about  earthly  things.  .,  3.  Unbelief  and  doubtiags  o<Hi« 
•cerning  the.  truths  of  God.  4.  Malice  'and  Tevenge. 
5  Vain  and  wandering  thoughts,  and  feek  to  hare  oar 
hearts  fixed,  Pf.  Ivi. 

6.  It  lies  in  our  retirednefs  and  abflra^^ednefs  from  tht; 
world  and  earthly  thoughts.  In  thcitemple,  for  as  muck 
flefh  as  was  ufed  there  for  the  facriGce,  not  one  ^y  was 
feen  ilirring  ^  which  teacheth  us  to  drive  away  the  Rit* 
of  wordly  thoughts  in  God^s  prefence,  that  they  do  not 
fpoil  nor  corrupt  the  facrifice,  as  that  grievous  fw^rpt  of 
flies  did  every  thing  in  the  land  of  £gypt,  £xod.  viiL  24. 
Do  as  Abraham,  when  he  went  to  approach  God  and  do 
facrifice  on  mount  Moriah,  Gen.  xxii.  4,  5.  ^'  When  he 
faw  the  place  afar  off,  he  faid  to  his  young  men,  abide 
you  here  with  the  afs,  and  I  and  the  lad  will  go  yonder 
and  worfhip."  He  knew  that  if  they  had  gone  aloiag 
with  him,,  they  would  To  diftra^l  him  with  their  clamour, 
that  he  could  not  offer  facrifice  wit)i  that  freedom  and 
tranquillity  of  fpirit  r^quifite. 

7.  It  lies  in  examining  the  principles  from  which  you 
.a6^,  and  ends  to  v^hich  you  move  in  duty.  The  princi- 
ples muil  be  faith  and  love  3  the  belief  of  God's  com- 
mand, and  the  love  of  Chiift,  muil  conilrain  you  to  duty. 
Youc  endsmufl  be,  to  glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  j  not  as 
•the  Pharifees,  to  be  feen  of  ihen  >  not  legal  ends,  to  get 
a  reward.  Selfi(h  and  legal  ends  are  as  a  dead  fly  to  fpoil 
jthe  ointment  and  make  duties  unfavoury-  to  God.  O  for 
right  principles,  pure  and  fpritual  ends  ! 

8.  it  confids  in  labouring  to  get  the  heart  in  a  fuitaUe 
frame  fpr  conver£e  with  God ;  as,  i.  In  a  humble  and 
ielf- denied  frame.  ^.  In  a  fpiritual  and  heavenly  frame. 
3.  In  a  fixed  and  flayed  frame,  calling  in  all  draying  and 
wandering  thoughts,  bieathlng  out  that  prajer,  Pfalm 
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Ijuxvi.  II.  4.  In  a  loving  and  i^£Uoiisae  fvamo  ;  fer 
God  is  love,  and  lo^e  is  the  cenient  between  God^and  tbe 
foul  in  duty..  5.  In  a  cautious  and  watching  frame  5 
guarding  always  agaltffl  every  thing  that  may  creep  ia, 
to  indifpoie  you  for  communion  with  God,  and  marr  your 
mccefii  to  him.  6  In  an  a^ive  and  lively  frame  ^  all  the 
fpiccs  (hould  flow  out,  all  the  graces  ihould  be  in  exer- 
eife. 

Q  It  Kes  in  wakening,  our.  fouli,  which  arc  i^iturally 
dull  and  drowfy,  to  adivity  and  liyelineft  in  duty,  as  Da^ 
yid,  Pfalm  Ivii.  8.  8.  ^  Awake  up  my  glory,  awake  pfal- 
tery  and  harp  :  I  royfelf  will  awake  early;*'  Pfalm  ciii.  1. 
^  JBlefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul ;  and  all  that  rs  within  me 
bleG  his  holy  name."  Be  ftiired  up,  all  that  is  within  me  ^ 
there  mui^  be  a  Erring  up  our  fouU  to  take  hold  qf  God, 
ita.  Ixiv.  7.  Put  -forth  your  fpiritual  (Irength  to  the  ut- 
moft ;  pray  with  the  mod  ferveiit  importunity  5  praife 
With  fpiritual  elevation  of 'heart  ^  love  God  with  the  mod 
iublime  affedions,  and  do  all  in  fome  proportion  to  the 
greatnefs  of  that  God  with  whom  you.  have  to  do,  as 
PfaU  cl.  2.  *^  Praife  him  according  to  his  excellent 
greatncfs.** 

10.  It  lies  in  our  earned  prayers  to  God  to  (an6lify  us, 
for  we  mufl  put  it  back  on  him,  and  pray  for  the  fandi- 
fying  influences  of  his  Spirit,  for  the  fubduing  of  fio, 
quickening  grace,  and  perfecting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of 
God. 

111.  As  to  the  third  head,  The  propenies  of  this  pre- 
paration :  J.  It  muft  be  timeous  preparation.  The  Jews 
took  time  to  prepare  for  approaching  God  in  the  paflbver ; 
they  had  the  Lamb  four  days  before  in  their  houfes,  tied 
to  their  bed-pofls,  that,  hearing  conilantly  its  bleating, 
they  might  look  back  to  l^gypt,  and  remember  the  for- 
rows  and  bondage  they  endured  there,  and  be  thankful 
for  their  redem^ption  ;  and  efpecially  for  their  deliverance 
from  the  deftrOying  angel  that  night  he  paffed  over  their 
houfes,  which  were  fpriukled  with  the  blood  of  the  lamb^ 
and  that  they  might  look  forward  to  the  Mefliah,^  and 
remember  the  bitter  agonies  and  fuffcrings  he  was  to  c»- 
dure  for  their  fins. 

2.  Inward  preparation^  It  mull  ly  mainly  in  the  heatt^ 
a  grave  decent  carriage  is  needful  indeed,  but  God  i^oki 
to  more  than  the  out^vard  appeal ance,  even  to  the  heart. 

3.  Confcicntious 
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3.  Confcientious  preparation,  doing  all  as  in  the  figlit 
of  God,  before  whom  ^all  things  are  naked  and  bare. 
Study  to  have  fingle  ends  and  aims,  to  glorify  God,  and 
obey  our  Lord  and  Saviour^s  call. 

4.  Diligent  preparation,  not  d^alig^  with  »  Houk: 
hand,  hut  applying  your  fouh  with  the  greateft  a&ivitjr 
to  the  work  in  hand,  believing  that  your  faWatiot)  de* 
pends  on  i^. 

5.  Humble  and  felf-dented  preparation,  truftrng  in 
nothing  in  yourfelves  but  in  Chrtil :  depending  on  God 
that  he  would  fit  and  (xrepare  your  Hearts,  and  aiecept 
graeioufly  for  Cbrift's  fake* 

6.  Univerfal  preparation,  he  mindful  of  all  the  part^ 
of  it,  cfpccially  of  examining  yourfclres  with  refpe^  to 
your  Hate,  your  iins,  your  wants,  your  knowledge,  falthg 
repentance,  love  and  new  obedience. 

IV.  As  to  the  fourth  head.  The  ncceflity  of  thi«  jprc* 
paration.  i*  Becaufe  of  the  ^Ifenefs,  flaggifhnefs,  and 
deceitfulnefs  of  our  hearts  ^  they  love  to  wander  ffOA 
Gody  and  are  bent  to  backflide  in  duty,  as  the  wife  maa 
fays,  Ecclef.  x.  zo.  *^  If  the  iron  be  blunt,  and  he  do  not 
whet  the  t6^^  then  mud  he  put  to  more  ftrength.'"  La* 
bour  to  heat  the  iron,  feeing  a  blunt  iron,  if  hot,  will 
pierce  more  cafily  than  a  (harper,  if  cold,  Watffi  your 
iearts  with  the  love  and  fufferings  of  Chrift.  ■ 

2.  Bec.aufe  it  is  the  heart  God  mainly  feeks  in  dtfty, 
Prov.  xxiii.  36.  "  My  fon,  give  nae  thine  heart  j''  he 
fays  as  Jofcph  concerning  Benjamin,  "  Except  your  hto* 
ther  be  with  ycm,  I  will  not  fee  your  face.*'  If  the 
heart  be  not  brought  to  him,  there  can  be  no  accept* 
tance. 

3.  Becaufe  God  is  well  pleafed  with  them  that  do  fo, 
as  with  )cho{haphat,  3  Chron.  xix.  "  Nevettbelefs  thcr« 
atre  good  things  found  in  thee,  that  thou  haft  taken  away 
the  groves  out  of  the  land,  and  haft  prepared  thine  heart 
to  feek  God*''  -  And  he  is  highly  difpleafed  with  thofe 
that  do  tt  not,  is  with  Rehoboam,  2  Chron.  Kit.  j  4* 
*'  And  He  did  evil,  becaufe  he  pireflarcd  not  his  heart  to 
^ck  God.'' 

4.  Becaufe  God,  whom  we  approach  to,  is  ^n  infinite- 
ly holy  And  pure  Spirit,  and  wiU  be  worshipped  in  fpmf 
^sA  in  truth.  ^ 

JMPRQVEMENT. 


J49  .ArP£NDIX•^ 

IMPROVEBIKNT^^ 

Inference  I.  See  hence  the  cpsb  Whnr  lb  &w  (jfitjjBt^ 
conttiet  of  God*i  gl»r]r»  ^d  WoiDdeif '  ca  ttiercf,  in  d» 
ordunace,  but  meet  with  wi  USa;  God;  tki^  jflo-not 
btifiiff  themfelTes,  ind  preftre  thUr^liesrtf .in  n  fiAaUe 


<•  Ufe  of  reproof  to  feVehdt: '  i«  To  thofe  who- ap- 
proach God  nader  the  power  of  wttidfetiw  vad-  tmHg 
thcmhti,  their  minda  are  aot  fixed,  ftnftified  and  pre- 
pared. 2.  To  ttiofe  whofe  nunda  are  going  after  their, 
coretonfiiefii,  when  their  bodiea  only  are  p/lrelented  be- 
lore  Gdd.  3«  To  tholb  who  are  hypocritical  and  fotndl 
in  ihth  approaches  to  God.  4.  To.thQfe  ^hole  hearts 
are  doll  and  drowfy  in  God*i  (ervSce* 

III.  Ufe  of  trial.  -  It  confcema  yon  npoa  this  occafioa 
to  exaauae  if  your  hearts  be  &n&ified  and  prepared  for 
ilppfoaching  God  to-morrow.  Ik  is  highly  neeeflary  now 
t»  examine  your  fenlsy  **  Let  a  man  examine  htmietf^ 
and  lb  let  him  eat.^  I  fear  there  are  many  unfan^tfitd 
and  unprepared  hearts  among  us.  And,  in  order  to  affift 
yoo  therein,  1  (hall  give  foipe  remarks,  both  negatiyely 
and  pofitivdy. 

I.  Negatively,  marks  of  unfa n^ified, hearts,  i.  The 
Ignorant  heart  that  knows  not  Chrift,  nor  has' any  uptak- 
ing  of  the  way  of  falvatlon  through,  hi*  righteoufaeisw 
Such  are  un^prepared,  and  incapable. of  gracious  commu- 
aicn  with  God.  See  how  the  promife  runs,  Jer.  xziv.* 
7.  ^'  1  will  give  them  an  heart  to  know  me,  that  I  am 
the  Lord,  and  thev  (hall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be 
their  God  ^  for  they  (hall  return  unto  me  wit^  their 
whQle  heart.**  2.  The  unbelieving  heart  is  unprepared. 
3.  The  iropenit^t  heart.  4.  The  heart  that  harboon 
Chrift's  enemy.  5.  The  heart  that  hath  no  love  to 
the'friends  of  Chrift.  7.  No  hungering  and  thiriling  al^ 
ter  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs.  8.  That  hath  flight 
thoughts  of  his  ordinances.  9.  IndiflFerencb  about  the 
fuccefs  of  the  ordinances.  10.  That  red^s  the  motions 
of  the  Spirit.  71.  The  heart  that  is  drowfy,  and  at  no 
pains  to  waken  itfelf.     12.  That  is  a  (Iranger  to  itfelf, 

id  to  felf-  examination.  Such  hearts  are .  unfanftificd 
unprepared  for  approacliiiing  to  God  to- morrow.  2* 
iye  marks  of  hearts  ifi  feme  meafure  fandified  and 

prepared. 
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prepared,  i.  Hearts  fen£!)le  of  their  depravity  and  fin- 
'ulnefs.  2.  That  arc  fenfible  of  their  need  of  Chrift. 
J.  Hearts  filled  with  revenge  a^ainil  fin.  4.  That  arc 
lumble  and  lowl?.  5.  Hearts  troubled  for  heart- plagiies. 
ind  fins.  6.  Hearts  that  conCent  Xfi  the  "weil-ordered  co-; 
Tenant  in  all  its  artfcles^  %  Hearts -that  atsd-at  cdrama*^ 
lion  and  f«Uow(bip  ivifh  God  in. every  iluty.  8.;  Heart*^ 
hat  hold  on  in  clofe  parfuit  after  Chrift,  notwithftaYidin|; 
iifcouragements  and  difappointments,  as  Mary  Magda- 
eoe,  who  would  not  leave  the  fepulchre^  when. others  left 
t^  9;  Hearts  tffaat  are  Unfatisfied  with  the  befi  meant 
nd  ordinances,  if  God  Ik  not  found  in  them.  10.  Hearts 
hat  are  appfying  themfclves  to  every  duty,  in  Chriil's 
brength,  faying,  without  Chrifl  I  can  do  nothing,  ir. 
fearts  that  are  troubled  when  they  diive  heavily  in  duty, 
nd  ^re  weary  of  their  remiffnrefs.  i;2.  Hearts  tender  of 
\st  peace  of  God,  afraid  of  fin,  and  grieving  the  Spirit. 
^.  Hearts  concerned  about  the  fuccefs  of  this  ordinance, 
oth  with  refped  to  themfelves'  and  others.  14.  Hearts 
3DC«rned  for  want  of  fufHcient  preparation,  praying,  with 
[ezekiah,  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  though  not  cleanfed 
:cording  to  the  purification  of  the  fanduary,  2  Chron. 
Kx  18,  19. 

IV.  Ufe  of  exhortation.  O  coinaounicants,  fan£^ify  your*. 
Ives  againfl  to-morrow,  that  the  Lord  may  come  down 
id  do  wonders  among  you,  wonders  of  mercy  for'  youc 
uls.  ' 

Motive  1.  Confider  that  the  near  approach  you  are  to 
ake  to  God  at  his  table*  to*raorrow,  is  the  neared  ap- 
dach  you  can  pofiibly  make  on  this  iide  of  death.  Con- 
ier  what  preparation  God  required  of  the  ifraeiites  for 
cciving  the  fiery  law  at  Mount  Sinai,  Exod.  xix.  lo,  11. 

Grod  commanded  them  to  fan6:ify  themfelves,  waih  their 
othes,  and  be  ready  againft  the  third  day,  for  upon  that 
ty  the  Lord  would  come  down  upon  Mount  Sinai,  in 
rht  of  all  the  people.**  What  awful  fear  and  trembling 
»  you  imagine  was  there  among  them,  when  God  came 
»wn  in  a  thick  cloud,  when  the  trumpet  began  to  found, 
e  thunder  to  crack,  the  mountain  to  fmoke,  and  the 
;rth  to  treinble  under  the  weight  of  the  great  God  def- 
ndiog  on  it.  Well,  ye  (hould  be  under  the  fame  awe 
'  God  in  this  folemn  ordinance  as  they  were.  It  is  true, 
;  comes  not  down  with  fuch  terror,  to  give  a  fiery  law  as 
i  Mount  Sinai)  but  to  deliver  the  gofpel  of  peace  from 
VoL^  in.  3  Z  MQ^^t 
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Mourit  Sion.  But  mind,  it  is  Ait  fame  God  tbat  ^pcakt, 
hath  the  fnme  nnjcftyi  ttrc  frme  autboritj  y  and' thcftfore 
yott  (hould  prepare  aB  carefuUT^,  asd  be.a«  hBttible  bdftffft 
biiB,  as  the  Ifrarlit&s  taerc;  Were  God  to.  coxBe  doirt^*! 
monjr;yott  ta>atorro«i»  in 'terrible  msjcfl^^  flioi^  »  t%iek 
doud  fill  tfaasr*bttufe,  and'li|^tmn£^bieafe  out,  and  ibonld 
3V>a  hear  the  tfaunderof  his- voice,  **  I  aoa  tlie' £pni^  tim 
fkalt  have  n9  other  gods  before  nMv'  cerUitnl^n  fiicb.  a 
dreadfU  giory  would  make  yoar  heatta  tremble  widlnii 
you,  a»d  the  earth  tremble  beneath  jouk  We)H  thfa, 
God  ia  come  down  atr  really  aaroaj^oii.as  9toomg  the  If* 
raditea,  hear,  htm  wsth  the  fame  xtverence,  and  be  as  in- 
tent upon  adoration  a»  they  were.  Let  not  his.  giaciaof 
and  familiar  way  of'Condtefcending.ta- deal  with  you,,  teiiq^ 
y^ou  to  ocme  with.  le£i  preparation  kid  reyei!eflic& 

II.  Coafider  the  naturo  of'  that  Grod  you  ar»  'fco>  ap*' 
proach  to,  i.  A  great  and  mighty  Grbd,  P(al.  ljESzi&  % 
&  ^^  God  is  greatly  to  be  fiwed  in  the  afilemblyrof  the 
faintft,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence^of  all  them- that  arr  s» 
bout  him.  O  Lord^  God  of  hofis^  who  is  a  Utong:  Lord 
like  unto  thee,  or  to  thy  faithfulnefs  round'  about  thee-?^ 
Would  we  feaft  with  a  great  King  with  filthy-  handft  and 
gaiments  ?  Jofeph  prepared  himfelf,  by  {having  him&lf 
and  changing  his  raimtnt,  before  he  went  in  to  Pharaoh  j 
and  wilt  thou  not  prepare  thyfelf,  by  putting  thy  foul  in 
the  holieil  drr.fs  and  humbit:^  pcfture,  when  thoa  art  to 
go  to  thiw  King  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  2.  He  is  a  jealous 
and  omnil'cient  God,  moA  jealous  of  his  honour,  and  will 
come  in  to  fee  the  gutfts,  Matth.  xxii.  ir.  and  then  he 
w»U  fpy  every  uopicp*ired  and-  unfandified  guefl  5.  he 
notices  the  date  of  } our  fouls,  the  frame  of  your  heartfi 
the  ends  of  ;your  communicating,  and- your  preparation  be* 
foie  hand.  O  then  fan£Ufy  yourfelves,  before  you  come 
to  the  ^eail.  3.  He  is  a  pure  and  holy  God  ;  he  cannoe 
hold  coirmun  on  v\ith  unholy  perfons,  he  will  be  ianJli- 
fi(d  in  thtm  that  comt;  nigh  him,  Lcv«  x.  3*  he  will  be 
attended  as  a  holy  Godi,  in  a  holy  manner.^  Did  a-  holy 
angei  fet  try  it  with  ywu  at  a  certain  place,  againft  fuch  tn 
hcur,  would  you  nut  prepare  with  all  ferioufnefs  and  £> 
lemnity  to  at. end  him  !  Oh  !  but  it  is  the  God  of  angch 
that  rryfls  with  you  here,  even  the  Qod  before  whom  the  an- 
gels adore,  and  cover  their  faces  and  ieet  with  their  wing^ 
and. cry,  "  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  almighty.  If 
the  linen  on  the  communion  table>  or  veffels  that  held 
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tli6  ^kments  "were  foul,  ye  would  be  rieady  to  ttxclaim  a« 
^iaftit;  md  no  d<Hibt  there  otij^t  to  be  obferved  aa 
•utwaTd  decency  in  this  refped  ^  Chrifl;  would  ba^'e  the 
very  ream  tn  good  order  where  he  was  to  eat  thepaflaver. 
But  O  it  is  a  fmall  crime  to  have  a  fdul  cloth  or  veflel  for 
outward  elements  in  refped  of  what  it  is  to  have-  a  fbt&l 
beart,  or  an  unprepared  foul  to  eritertaiu  a  boly  God,  and 
to  receive  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift. 

3.  Coniider  that  God's  people  ufed  always  ;^^reat  pre- 
paration before  the  folemn  approaching^  to  Gen,  Geo. 
-xxXT.  I.— 19.  Where  we  fee  how  folemnly  Jacob  pre- 
pared hinfelf  and  his  family,  when  by  God^s  comnaand 
he  >ras  going  up  to  Bethel  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord. 
••  They  change  their  gannent,  wafli  and  make  themfclres 
-clean,  and  put  away  their  (Irange  gods,''  How  much 
naore  ought  we  prepare,  w4icn  we  go  not  only  to  Bethel^ 
-Grod's  houfe,  but  to  God's  table,  by  changing  our  gar- 
ments of  £n,  and  putting  on  Chr?ft's  righteoufnefs  by 
laith,  and  putting  aw:»y  and  tnnrtifying  our  lufls  and 
idols  bf  jeaioufy  I  We  fee  alfo  the  Pfd^'mift^s  prepara- 
tion  for  approaching  to  God,  Pfal.  xxvi*.  6*  ^'  I  will  wafll 
uy  hands  in  innocency,  fo  will  I  compafs  thine  altar,  O 
liord."  The  Jews  had  gr^at  preparation  for  the  paffovcr, 
m4  lb  theiild  we  for  the  Lord's  fupper,  that  is  come  in  itk 
toom.  Wherefore  we  find  the  primitive  Chriftians  tkfed 
to  fit  up  whole  nights  at  prayer  before  the  Lord's  fupper, 
which  they  called  vtgiiia. 

4.  Confider  that  the  matter  of  this  facrament  requires 
folemn  preparation.  Solomon  directs  us,  when  we  are  to 
eat  with  a  ruler,  to  confider  what  is  fct  before  us.  Pro  v. 
zziii*  !•  There  are  here  the  fymbols  of  Chrill's  body  and 
blood,  rare  food !  It  is  a  great  fin  to  abufe  common  meat 
and  drink,  or  to  partake  of  thefe  without  fome  ferious 
thought  before  hand.  We  would  have  vefiels  clean  to 
hold  our  ordinary  food.;  but  here  is  foul  food,  heaven's 
dainties,  the  jewel  of  heaven.  Chrifl^s  body  in  the  fa- 
crament mud  be  wrapt  in  a  clean  foul,  as  weU  as  his  body 
by  Jofeph  of  Arimathea  was  wrapt  in  clean  liniin,  and  laid 
in  a  new  tomb. 

5.  The  duties  to  be  performed  at  the  Lord^s  table  re- 
quire preparation  j  viz:  Covenanting  with  God,  reuewing 
our  baptifmal  vow,  cxpreOing  our  love  to  Chrift,  fealting 
on  a  broken  Chriil. 
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6:  Yott  are  naturally  unfit  for  this  ordinance^  mtursJ- 
Ij  you  have  nrithcr  hnbitual  nor  a6tual«  preparatioD|  be* 
ing  dead  in  (ins  and  trefpaffcs^  leprous,  loethibme,  car- 
nal, and  earthly-minded.  Wherefore  we  muft  be  qnick- 
ened  and  purified,  before  we  can  hold  comnaunion  with  a 
holy  God. 

7.  fiecaufe  communion  with  God  would  be  altogether 
diiagreeable  to  an  unfanftified  foul,  he  would  weary  of  it, 
and  t  ike  no  jpleafure  in  it. 

8.  Becaufe  of  the  great  advantage  of  this  preparatioo, 
Cod  wli:  come  tomorrow,  and  work  wonders  of  mercy 
for  fuch  as  fincerely  aim  at  preparation.  O  then  fanfiify 
youifclves.  ^ttefi.  What  are  thefe  wonders  of  mercy. 
^a/.  I.  He  will  raife  dead  fouls  out  of  the  grave,  and 
put  life  in  them  a.  He  will  warm  cold  hearts,  and  pat 
fpiritual  heat  in  them.  3.  He  will  foften  hard  rncky 
hearts,  and  make  them  tender  and  fehfible.  4.  He. will 
cleave  the  rock,  and  make  waters  gaih  out  of  ,it,  the  As- 
ters of  penitential  tears.  5.  He  will  cure  the  paralytic 
trembling  hand,  that  could  hardly  be  ilretched  out,  or 

trip  to  any  things.  He  will  enable  the  weak  foul  to  grip 
ifl  to  Chrid,  and  fibfcribe  his  name  to  the  marriage- 
contrad.  6.  He  will  ftrengthen  the  -feeble  knees  and 
lame  feet,  and  make  the  foul  io  run  on  in  the  way  of  his 
commandments  with  an  enlaiged  heart.  7.  He  will  kill 
urong  Goliaths  and  lulls,  that  defied  the  armies  of  the 
God  of  IfraeT.  8.  He  will  fix  a  wandering  heart,  andfi^ 
it  on  God  and  things  above.  9.  He  will  heal  a  wounded 
confcience  by  the  balm  of  Gilead.  19.  He  will  brighten 
a  dark  cloudy  mind,  and  lefolve  all  the  doubts  and  fears 
of  a  believer.  11.  He  will  give  a  fight  of  the  king  in  his 
beauty,  a  view  of  the  fmiles  of  Chrift's  lovely  face.  12* 
He  will  give  a  feal  of  the  pardon  of  all  your  fins,  ij* 
He  will  give  a  Pifgah-view  of  Canaan,  a  fight  of  the  pro- 
mifed  land.  14*  He  will  feaft  the  hungry,  and  fill  them 
with  the  dainties  of  heaven.  O  thefe  are  rare  wonders 
of  grace  that  Chrift  will  work  for  the  prepared  foul,  0, 
preparaMon,  is  your  feed-time,  receiving  is  your  hanred. 
Now,  as  a  man  foweth  fo  ftiall  he  reap ;  *^  he  that  foweth 
fparingly,  (hall  reap  fparingly,  and  he  which  Ibweth  boun- 
tifully, fhall  reap  a'Pi  bountifully,"  2  Cor.  ix.  6.  It  is 
in  the  duty  of  partaking,  as  in  the  duty  of  praying;  the 
more  prepared  a  man's  heart  is  to  pray,  the  greater  it  his 
return  {torn  ViwiNtu,  PfaU  x.  17.    "  Thou  wilt  prepare 
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'their  hearts,  thou,  wilt  cauf«  thin^  ear  to  hear/'  So.  it 
•  may  be  faid  in  the  cafe  of  receiving,  thou  wilt  prepare 
the  heart,  thou  wilt  caufe  thine  hand  to  give*  When  God 
.prepares  a;maQV heart  for  dutv,  it  is  a  token  he  hatha 
hand  prepared  for  mercy.  Hence  the  Lord  makes  that 
gratioul  promife,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  lo.  '^  Open  thy  mouth 
wide,  and  I  will^  fill  it.^'  q,  d>  I  will  enlarge  my  hand, 
as  you  enlarge  your  heart.  He  faith;  as  Jofeph  to. his 
ilews^rd.  Gen.  xHv.  i.  **  Fill  the  mens  facks  as  much  at 
they  can  carry. '^  So  as  Jofeph's  brethren  prepared  fackt 
Jnpuinber  an4.Iargenefs,  fo  did  they  carry  corn  away  ^ 
and  as  ypu  bring  prepared  hearts  to  the  ordinance,  fo  ihall 
y^tt  reap  benefit  there-by. 

6.  fiecaufe  Qf  the  great  danger  in  coming  unprepared. 
If  you  do  not  fandify  and  prepare  yourfelvcs,  God  will 
come  and  do  wonders  of  judgment,  wonders  of  wrath 
among  you.  i.  He  may  infli(^  bodily  difeafes )  as,  i. 
Cor.  ici.  30.  2.  He  may  fend  untimely  death.  3,  He 
fnay  fmite  with  dtfertion  from  God.  4.  He  may  fend 
dgrknefs  on  the  mind.  5.  H^  may  fmite  with  deadnefs 
and  imp^nitenpy  on  the  hc^rt.  6.  With  decaying  and 
jjwithering  on  the.g4ft<iar)d  graces.  7.  He  may  fend  lean- 
nefs  and  barennefii  on  rhe  foul.  8.  He  mayfmite  with 
formality  and  lifelefsnefs  in  duty.  9.  With  frarednefs  on 
the  conlcience,  fo  as  it  (hill  challenge  for  no  (in.  fo.  He 
may  fend  horror  and  terror  oq  the  confcience,  fo  as  to 
make  it  a  JVIa^or-MifTabib.  1 1.  He  may  let  fatan  loofe 
againft  you  with  temptations,  atheiftical  atid  blafphemous 
thoughts.  12.  He  may  fend  you  to  hell  from  the  com- 
munion-ts^bk,  as  Matrh.  xxii.  12,  13.  **  And  he  faid 
unto  him,  kiend,  how  cameil  in  hither  noc  haying  on  a 
wedding-garment  ?  And  he  was  fpeechlef;;.  Then  faid 
the  king  to  the  fervants.  bind  him  bind  and  Koot,  and  take 
him  away,  and  caft  h:m  into  ut^er  d.irknef .'' 

^ueft.  How  (hall  1  get  my  heart  fand :fied  and  prepared 
fo  as  I  may  expedl  the  Lord  will  come  and  do  wonders  of 
grace  for  me  to>morrow.  ^  f.  There  is  a  twofold  pre- 
paration, habitual  and  a6luil ;  you  mift  ftudy  both,  and 
habitual  preparation  in  the  fir  it  place,  ^uejl  What  is 
habitual  preparation  ?  j^nf.  it  hath  fcvcral  ingredients  in 
it.  I.  a  covenant  relation  to  God  in  Chrift.  2.  A  prin- 
ciple of  fpiritual  life.  3,  A  ft  vte  of  peace  with  God. 
4.  The  imputation  of  Chrift's  ri  rnreoufncfs.  3.  An  uni- 
vcifal  change  by  regenerating  grace.     6.  The  inhabitation 
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ilrcngth  nnd  preparation  of  fiuK     3.  The  freenefi  of  bis 
grace  in  bfiluAirg  thefc  bleflipes  on  us. 

3.. The  manner  hnw  (he  is  brought  in,  and  that  is  ^vt- 
'^tx  Tihaiitier^  (landard,  or  enfign.-  It  is  a  military  word  j 
banners  or  enfi^ns  are  ufed  in  camps  and  armies.  Pfal. 
XX.  5.  '*  We  will  rcj'>ice  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the 
name  of  our  God  will  fct  up  our  banners.*'  ■  Her  march 
or  eatry  into  this  Tea  fling- ho  ufe  was  joyful  and  triumphaoty 
fuch  as  tb:it  of  people  under  a  difplayed  banner  3  or  co- 
lours lifted  up.  Colours  p.re  ufe^ul  to  draw,  invite,  en- 
gage, and  lead  people  after  their  captain  ;  and  the  liftinjjr 
up  or  difplaying  of  colours  is  a  fign  to  inTite  and  dircft 
thofe  of  fuch  a  party  or  fide,  to  come  to  fuch  a  place,  or 
march  fuch  a  way.  Now,  what  is  the  device  or  motto  of 
Chri{l*«  banner  ?  not  like  thofe  of  other  generals,  a  lion, 
an  eagle,  &c.  but  LOVE.  The  love  of  a  crucified  Jefas 
is  like  a  banner  lifted  up  and  difplayed  ip  the  gofpel  for 
inviting  and  engaging  fi:ners  to  come  to  him.  Loyeis 
the  banner  that  Cljrifl  lifts  up  and  dif^lays  this  day,  to 
engage  you  to  come  to  hixn,  and  lift  yourfelves  under  his 
banner.  Love  is  that  which  leads  to  the  banqueting- 
houfe,  and  fuinilhes  provjfion  and  entertainment  for  us 
there. 

Obfeive  L  That  Chrift  has  rich  feafts  in  the  ordioaot^s 
for  entert;^ii:ing  his  people  &  fouls. 

11.  That  the  banner  which  Chrift  difplays  for  drawing 
us  to  hira  is  LOVE. 

As  to  the  fiift,  1  (hall  i1jcw,"i.  That  Chrift  in  the  or- 
dinances doth  pjovidc  fcafts  for  his  people's  fouls.  2.  That 
the  Lord's  fupper  in  particular  is  one  principal  feaft  that 
he  prepares  for  them.  3.  Why  he  prepares  fuch  a  feaft. 
4.   Shall  apply. 

As  to  the  fiift,  it  is  evident,  i.  From  God*s  proraife 
to  bis  people,  Pfal.  xxxi.  8.  *'  They  (hall  be  abundantly 
fatisfied  uith  the  fatnefs  of  thy  houfe,  and  thou  fhalt 
make  them  diink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleafures.**  Ifaiah 
XXV.  6.  '*  And  in  this  mountain  (hall  the  Lord  of  Hofts 
make  unto  all  people-  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  a  feaft^of 
wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of 
wines  on  the  lees  well  refined."  This  promife  is  con- 
cerning the  gofpel  times.  .From  Prov.  ix.  2.  wher^  WiJ' 
dom,  i.  e.  Chrilt,  is  faid  to  have  '*  killed  her  bcafts, 
mingled  her  wine,  and  furniihcd  her  table.''  And,  to 
name  no  more  from  Luke  ^v.  where  the  father  prepares 
the  fatted  call  £ov  \iU  ^t^i^w^ta  ^\cid\^V, 
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2.  From,  the  experience  of  God^s  people,  as  of  Davjd, 
Pfalm  iv.  6*  Ixiii.  5.  and  Ix\r.  4.  and  particularly  frp'xu 
the  experience  of  the  church  in  the  text,  God^s  people 
ciuo  fct  to  their  fea]  to  this  truth. 

As  to  the  (ccond  head,  that  the  Lord*s  fupper  19  one 
principal  feafl,  which  the  Lord  prepares  for'  his  people. 
Wherefore  it  is  called,  the  tabie  ojf  the  Lord,  i  Cor,  x.  ^r. 
It  is  called  afeoft  on  tbefacrijice  of  Chrifty  i  Cor.  v.  7, 8. 
A  V)e4ding'feaft^  Mat.  xxiii.  4.  In  thefe  places  the  ^ord^s 
ivpper  is  principallj  pointed  at.  I  fhall  here  fhew  whercr 
iQ  the  Lord's  fupper  resembles  a  feafl  \  yea,  it  {9  not  an 
ordinary  feafl,  it  is  a  rich,  royal,  and  magnificent  feail. 

I.  At  a  feail  there  is  rich  and  noble  pruviiion*  So 
here  there  is  more  than  bread  and  wine,  even  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chriil,  '*  Mv  flefti  is  meat  indeed,  and  my 
blood  is  drink  indeed,^'  John  vi.  ^^.  What  bread  and 
igrine  affords  to  the  body,  viz.  ftrengjth,  comfort,  and 
nouri(hmen(,  the  fame  doth  the  body  and  blopd  of  Chrifty 
received  by  faidi,  yield  to  the  foul.  Here  j.s  fpiritual 
fpod  to  the  hungry  foul,  bread  that  Arengthen^  mat^^s 
heart,  and  «rine  that  cheers  the  fainting  ipirits.  Behold 
^ere  is  wifdom^s  gatep,  and  wifdom's  feall.  It  is  good  for 
QS  to  be  here,  good  to  wait  at  her  door  pods.  Here  the 
breafts  of  confolajtion  are  drawn  forth,  here  we  may  fnck 
%nd  be  fatisfied.  Here  the  fountain  of  life,  a^d  the  wells 
of  falvation  are  opened,  the  done  rolled  from  the  wetrs 
^aouth*  Here  is  the  hidden  manna^  ange]s  food,  br^ad 
frpm  heaven,  yea  the  fruits  pf  the  tree  of  life,  that  grow.s 
in  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God.  Here  is  the  water  of 
life  that  fprings  from  beneath  the  throne  of  God  and  jthe 
)l.amb,  clear  as  chryftal  \  if  you  get  but  one  drop  of  it, 
it  (hall  be  an  everlafting  fpring  in  your  foul,  fo  that  you 
need  not  third  after  carnal  comforts  and  enjoy mfnts. — 
Here  are  the  grapes  of  Canaan,  the  fruits  that  grow  ip 
the  land  of  promife  ;  yea  clufters  of  thefe  grapes  xure  at 
this  feafl,  the  firft  fruits  of  heaven.  In  a  word,  there  is 
at  this  fpiritual  feafl  for  the  foul  to  feed  on,  .Chriil  cruci- 
fied, and  all  his  bene£ts  and  purchafe  :  And  are  there  not 
many  difhes  and  delicacies  here  ? 

I.  Here  is  pardon  of  fin  fealed  to  a  believer.  O  is 
not  this  a  rare  feafl  and  excellent  cheer^  Matth.  ix.  «. 
••  Be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee/'  Here 
you  get  Chrid^  blood,  which  was  ihed  for  many,  for  the 
remiffion  of  fins*     Here  we  clafp  about  a  crucified  Chriil 
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if  the  great  propitiatory  facnfice  for  cmr  fias,  and  accept 
ef  bim  as  tne  Lord  our  ri^^hteoufnefs  ;  and  thus  we  re- 
ceive the  remiffion  of  iins.  Here  God  faith  to  a  befierer, 
m  N^ithao  to  David,  1  Sana.  xii.  13.  **  The  Loid'btth 
put  away  thy  fins,  thou  (halt  not  die.**  Kcrewelmr 
the.  voice  of  joy  and  gladnefsi  ^hich  hath  made  oMinj  t 
broken  bone  to  rejoice.  Is  there  any  thing  more  fireet 
than  pardon  to  a  condenned  man  near  the  place  of  exe* 
^  cution  ?  And  what  can  give  more  joy,  than  a  free  dit 
charge  to  a  finner  arreted  by  jullice«  -  and  drawn  to  hcll*i 
door  to  be  cafl  into  that  pri{bn  for  debc^  out  of  which 
there  is  no  redemption.  \. 

2.  We  have  p^ace  and  friendfhip. with ^God}  0  nre 
di(h !  tipt  only  to  be  freed  of.  a  burden  of  de|»t,  that  wooM 
have  weighed  us  down  (o  heH  9  and  for  whicdi  millioai 
already  haire  been  carried  thither t  and  are  roaring  oDder 
it  without  hope-^  but  allb  to  be  receiired  iiuofpeci^l  £ivoiir 
with  God :  For  in  this  facrament  a  cpvren^nf  of  pe^; 
and  feiitedlhy  ^s.-fealfdanAconfirmefJ.  0  ^u(l  it  not^e 
a  fweet  cordis^,  for  ^n  eAemy.  a  rebels  to  t^^  owned  4| 
^ctal  favourite  of  'tbfi  King  4>f  heaven,  £b  that^ijbe  fquf 
Suy  fcii4  a  challenge  tOj  be)l  ^nd  e^rtb^^  and  bid  4^^^^ 
to  men  and  .devils,  |tpjtt,jeiii*33i  34^.  **V^^^ 
any  thing  to  the  ^h^rg^  ot  God's^Ic^?.  It  U  &6d  tkft 
jufiifiethi  ivho  is  h4  tbat.jjfoadenmcth  ^  J|  |s  dbriittbt 
died,  yea.rather,  that  |t  is  rif^^n  again^  wfap  if  even  ^\  tk 
right  hand  of  Qod,  who.alfo  n):^keth  interrcj^on  for  ii^-^ 
iGid  yoU.may  &y  with  Pavid*  Pfalm  ly*  B.  *^  1  w^U  bo^l^ 
lay  me  tbwn  in  peace,  «in^fltrep  ;  For  1b<j^a^^  I^irdi^^^^^ 
jnakefl  me  to  dwell  in  fafety^J^  Come  li^,  co^c  death, 
I  am  lafe  ^  my  copfciepce  is  dijburdejat^d,  an^  J  amil 
f»fc.  ...  .      /       .,".... 

I-  Adoption  is  aoptber.  ol  the  dilhes  at  tlils  feafi. 
You  are  not  only  n^iade  a.fncnd,  but  a  (on  and  iieir^'  8(4 
in  thi$  facramept  you  get  faiine  and  infefti^en^  of  dc 
children's  pfivi|eges,  relation, and  inbeiitaj[ice*  _And  h^ 
God  iaithy  I  will  be  a  Father  to  thee  ^  and.  foo,  thoa 
ihalt  be  ever  with  me,  and  all  that  i  have  is  thine.  Thou 
ihalt  have  my  blefTing  and  love,  the  Imiles  of  my  face, 
the  kilTts  of  my  mouth,  and  the  arms  of  my  grace  to 
fupport  and  prcferve  tl^ef .  Thou  fhalt  have  my  Son  ibr 
thy  elder  Brother,  tby  l^rieft  apd  Advocate  j  my  angeli 
to  be  thy  guards  ^  my  providence  to  be  thy  protedor  tod 
mapaget ;  Thou  (halt  have  manna  in  the  lYildcrnefs,  sa(t 
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wtter  out  of  the  rock.  ,Thou  (halt  be  my  helt,  and  joint 
heir  with  my  eternal  Son  and  Firft-born.  Thou  (hak 
-.luive  heaven  for  thy .  home,  Cbrift's  throne  for  thy  feat^ 
juid  a  kingdom  for  thy  portion  \  an  honourable  maintenance 
.while  here*  and  an  incorruptible  inheritance  hereafter. 

4*  .Another  di(h  is  peace  of  confcience.  This  is  one 
jrf  the  precious  legacies  which  Chrift  leaves  in  his  Tefla^' 
nent,  which  is  here  fealed,  John  xiv  27.  it  is  here 
.Chrift  fpeaks  peace  to  his  people  and  to  his  faints,  here 
he  breathes  peace  upon  them,  as  in  Luke  icxiv.  36.  Do 
doubts  and  fears  arife  within  you,  that  hinders  you  to  be* 
^eve  the  good  news,  as  with  the  di(ciples  \  h  there  ia 
that  in  this  (acrameot  which  may  check  all  thefe  fears, 
JLuke  zxiv.  38,  39.  **  Why  are  ye  troubled,  and  why  do 
thoughts  arife  in  your  hearts  ?  Behold  my  hands  and  my^ 
feet  that  it  is  I  myfelf ;  handle  me  and  fee,**  &c.  O  but 
the  prints  of  the  nails  may  calm  the  doubting  conlcience^ 
an4  quiet  thy  fears. 

.^.^5*  Supplies  and  drength  to  our  weak  and  decayed 
draipefl.  Here  Chrift's  ftore-houfc  is  opened|  and  we  may 
2et  ^race  for  grace  out  of  his  futiae&  ^  here  the  fmoakin^. 
nf^majr  be.  kindled  into  a  flame,  and  the  bruiied  reed 
•  Jbi4!f>l^^^y  ^^'^y^i'.n  may  get  weak  faith  ftrengthened,  cold 
XfW  ^nnvped,  w^ak  defire  kindled**-  repentance  renewed^ 
bdpc  made  lively,  the  foul  fitted  and  fortified  for  trialf 
.  fbd.  fiiffedn^.  and  prepared  for  paffing  through  the  vall^ 
oF  the  ihadoiv  of  death : .  Yea,  in  a-  word^  you  may  get 
ill  your  wantu  fupplied,  all  your  grievances  redieffed,  and 
maladies  remedied.  Here  you  may  get  a  meal  that  will 
bcith  Atisfy,  and  beget  a  flomach  in  you,  tbac  will  prove 
%fc  to  your  fouls  and  poifon  to  your  lufts.  It  is  here  the 
C|ppty  fuul  is  filled,  the  flarving  creature  fed,  the  pooe 
beggar  enriched,  the  hard  heart  foftened,  the  cold  heart 
wanned,  the  dead  foul  quickened,  the  paralytick  hand 
cnred,  the  blind  eye  enlightened,  the  thirfty  heart  iaui<« 
fied,  the  feeble  knee  ftrengthened,  the  ftraightened  heart 
cnl^ged,  the  wandering  heart  fixed,  the  creeping  defirea 
elevated,  the  cloudy  foui  brightened,  and  the  doubting- 
foul  refolved.  O  are  not  thefe  gracious  and  blefled 
changes !  Here  you  may  get  Arength  againU  your  flroug 
lulls  and  temptations,  and  furniture  for  every  duty^ 
b  aS"  you  may  pray  with  enlargement,  hear  with  comfort^ 
praile  with  elevation  of  mind,  and  meditate  with  delight. 
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6.  Here  i»  Chrift^s  ^rracibos  prel^de^  And  *  fi^  d 
bift  countenance :  Th«t  is  a  fire  Mictfcy  in  tbit'  feiS, 
tbat  fatisfi^  the  fotil,  PfalmxvLttU.  <<  In  1%^^  p^cf^ 
i^  fillne6  of  joy,*^  that  Was  the  PfiifRilft*^  hca^H  i^ 
earth.  It  h  here  Chrifl  fryfts  tlith  hit  ^«»pl«,  hM  be 
iralks  with  them^  and  is  h6ld  by  thenl  in  the  j^erics , 
bere  be  vifits  them,  and  holds  cdakmcmioii  with  tb^nl^  iaii- 
tnates  bis  love,  and  kiflks  them  wifk  the  kiKsi  •£  his 
inoutfa.  H«re  they  fee  the  King  hi  hl»  bdailty,  be#e  tit 
fahits  have  beheld  the  beauty  of  tb^  Lbttf,  "Pfiilib  xtviL 
4.  O  this  Is  worth  onr  while.  O  let  it  be  our  emad 
this  day  to  Aieet  with  Cfaxift,  sind  fee  bis  blefftd  £ice. 
G6d*8  people  in  all  ages  bate  pltced  their  bappinels  here. 
Abttfbaiti  rejoiced  in  a  fight  of  ChriRy  tlttn^h  tfbr  oft  st 
1900  yeftrs  diftance.  The  wife  men  thought  it  aForth 
their  whtlci  to  undertake  a  long  jcnimey  fmoi  the  ead  to 
fee  bnn,  tbeugb  but  new  bom*  Old  SliiKOir  defirss  to 
fee  no  more  on  earth,  after  he  gets  a  fight  of  hinij  ^bib9^ 
n  child*  Zacheiis  ran  ted  clifnbed  Up  a  Ut%'  ti>  ftt  Um, 
though  defpifcd  of  men.  O  now  hi  it  ffaiithigf  inr  glaiy, 
Aiall  we  not  defire  a  fight  of  biin  f  David  defit^.  it  ai 
hU  *^  one  thing/'  PfaL  xxvii.  though  be  tiKil  Witnted  his 
throne  and  klngdotn.  The  Spoofe  ieekt'it  ms  hot  eae 
thhlg,  Catit.  ill.  3.  <<  Saw  ^e  him  who*  ioy  kfA  hf* 
etb  ?'*  O  but  a  fight  of  him  would  make  y<mt  Act  M 
(hiney  a  fight  of  him  in  bis  love,  in  hii  -dyed  gaimetci, 
treading  out  the  wine-prefs  alone. 

7.  Another  difb  is,  the  comfort  of  bis  Spieit,  sfttd  the 
clearing  up  your  intereft  in  Chrift  and  glory,  e  iS^kt  of 
heaven  and  your  names  writtea  in  the  b4ok  of  life,  (e  thst 
skll  your  fears  may  be  fcattered,  objedbiotis  anfwered,  doubts 
refolved,  and  likcwife  the  evidences  of  your  grtees  ekar* 
ed  up  to  you,  fci  that,  though  you  dottbted  before  .if  yoo 
bad  faitb,  yet  now  you  tiiay  be  enabled  to  fiiy  with  iiie 
poor  man,  ^*  Lord,  I  believe.'*  You  doubted  before  of 
your  love,  but  now  you  may  fay  with  Peter^  ^  Lord^  thoo 
that  knowdl  all  things,  knowcft  that  I  love  thee.**  You 
doubted  before  of  your  intereft  in  Chrifl,  but  now  you  cin 
fay  with  Thomas,  **  My  Lord^  and  tny  God,  with  Job, 
**  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  ^  and  With  Paul,  *'  1 
know  in  whom  1  have  believed." 

Thus  I  have  (hewn  you  fbme  of  the  rich  provifion  and 
noble  entertainment  prepared  in  this  banquet  before  you : 
yea,  you  fee  \t  v%  tiqV  ^wVj  tvOiv  ^x^mIRqu^  but  there  arc 


i»1lo}ce>  t^Us  \Lttty  hidden  manin,  fto^els  food  \  yea^  sot 
onlt  choice,  but  ftlenty  aitd  variet^Ty  food  adapted  to  our 
iboit  nature  aiu)  facolttes ;  food  to  nouriih,  ftrengtIieaY 
delight  and  refrelh  the  foul.  Here  is  food  fuittble  to  all 
tlie  £acultt^«i  light  to  the  mind,  peace  to  the  con&ience, 
£iti9fa&ion  to  the  will,  and  food  for  all  the  affe&ioas. 
Here  love  may  fatisfy  itfelf  in  embracing  the  chief  aoaoagf 
te0|tboi3fands«  Dcfire  may  fatisfy  itfelf  in  clafpin^  the 
defire  of  dl  nations.  Delight  may  here  bathe  itieif 
in  thu  river  of  pleafure.  In  a  word,  what  can  the 
fonl  d#ed  but  IS  here  >,  For  Cfarift  is  made  of  God  to  us 
^vifdom,  righteoofoe&,,ian6llificat}on  and  redemption.  Here 
11  precious  blood  to  purge  away  our  deep  guilt  \  here  is 
pened!  righteeofoefs  to  caver  bur  naked  foul  ^  here  are 
mht»^  «0d  ttnCtfarchabU  aiehes  in  Chrift,  righteoufhefs 
for  our  juftification,  and  grace  for  our  fandification  \  here 
all  things  ace  i^ven  us  richly  to  enjoy,  hene  hope  may 
Umi^  •a-tho  great  and  arecioys  promi£ts« 
<  A»  Ae  feafts  there  aied  to  bA  lavera  ibr -the ?guefts  to 
v«r$filJnj(  «i  Irtlthe  iiMi^riqige'feaft  in  CanahofGMileey  where 
W6t«4ii:wtC!CK^ts  fipt  fof  pcurtfi|]iatioa,  Joha  ii.  6.-  DoJh 
vftlrfexrf  dfiloMeAt.ibafe  -ycMi  ftpn^  partahin^'i  B^hokl 
iiei^HSctf  fimaMMopeafjJv  Zeeh  jiwu  <i^.  >  Qoome  aadi 
^aikhiit^  dMyemayhe^tocompaii  Qod'a  altar/ sad 
il>4ofmiittit^tabl4."  "       .  V    .......  ..r    . 

iteis ;  80  here,  when  pmKgalfioocfs.firft  vet^ura  to  their 
'¥u^tf  he  haih  minb  ^nd^  mufic  td  antertaiB .  them«  See 
U^  «v/^i^  The  ddiQ^  of  Chrift*s  parcbafe»  and  the 
.  ft&aoiS^f'UM  thejpeft  fliufic  aad  melody  i%  the  world : 
XhcoeKVi  oC  whac  h^  hatib.fkm^*  aad  iiiffeaidf  ought  to  €11 
fOur4ieana«MllipS'wkh^th#  dngk  pmifci  of  God,  «ad 
tlMnhfftl  adkttitfttioii  .>of  Chrifttaad  redeecaing.  love,  O 
belaevei%  coifidcr,  70a  are  «ot  cotno  like  movroers  to  a 
funeral,  bat  like  chtldrea  to  your  Father^s  feaft|  a  soyal 
leaft)  **  I  wtU  -bring  theei  v>  my^holy  moantauii  sind  make 
them  joyiul  in  my  houfe  o£  prayer,  4itb*the  JUord  :**  So 
that  ft  may  /eat  this  bread  with  joy,  and  dtiok  this  wine 
vfith  a  mferry  heart,  in  hopqs  of  God's  accepting  you  and 
your  &crifice,  Eccltf.  ix<  7.      ^  ^ 

4.  At  feafts  there  is  the  mader  of  the  feafl,  to  bid  the 
guefls  welcome  5  as  ready  is  the  Father  to  welcome  the 
prodigal  child.     Cbrift  h  the  Mafter  of  this  feaft,  he  hath 
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fent  fortli  his  fervants,  to  call  and  invite  jcu  to  tlie  fleafi^ 
and  now  he  is  come  to  the  tnble  to  bid  yod  wekome,  ii 
Cant.  V.  I.  *-  Eit,  O  frieodsy  drink,  yes,  drink  abao- 
dantly,  O  beloved  ** 

5*  At  feafts  there  are  fcrvantt  t'>  attend  the  gueftf ; 
here  the  mini  Hers  are  ftewards  and  fcrvantsi  to  attend 
Chrtft^  qucils  at  this  feaft  :  And  their  work  ifr  to  direft 
you  to  the  table,  and  to  f^irc  every  one  their  portion  of 
meat  in  due  feafbn.  God  grant  we  give  not  the  childrfM 
Eiread  to  doers,  and  them  that  have  no  right  to  it.  We 
know  not  the  heart,  ye  all  have  proiefied  voiirfelres  to  be 
children,  O  do  not  mock  God  and  his  fervants. 

6.  Here  is  a  b^  flinQr  craved  by  ihl  Mafler  of  this  feafi; 
yea,  he  has  commanded,  and  will  command  the  bleffings, 
and  hi9  fervants  are  to  pray  for  the  virtue  of  that  blef&ng 
to  this  table. 

7.  At  a  feaft  there  is  good  company.  O  there  is  rire 
company  at  this  feaft.  **  The  King  fits  at  his  table,** 
Cant.  i«  1 2.  even  the  King  of  glory.  Chrift  himfelf  is 
there  prefcnt,  and  the  Father  alfo  }  for  in  this  feaft  we 
have  fellow ftiip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  through 
the  holy  Spirit*  Here  the  children  of  God,  yea  the  glo<- 
jious  faints  above,  fit  at  this  table,  and  ftiare  with  us  in 
this  feaft.  It  is  true,  they  fit  at  the  upper  end  of  the  ta« 
ble,  and  we  at  the  lower  end.  They  have  better  appe* 
^tes,  better  mufic  ^  they  feed  on  a  naked  Chrift,  we  by 
figns  and  fyrobols  ^  but  we  have  all  the  fame  cheer.  Q 
■what  a  great  and  good  company  is  here  !  We  read  U 
B^bazzar  that  made  a  feaft  for  a  tboufand  of  bis  lords, 
Dan*  v.  I.  But  here  is  a  feaft  for  many  thoufands,  yea, 
to  all  believers,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  an  open  free  teaft, 
Ifa.  xzv.  And  we  read  that  Ahafuerus  made  a  feaft  to 
all  his  printes  and  fervants,  which  laftcd  one  hundred  and 
eighty  days,  £fth.  i.  4.  £ut  here  is  a  feaft  which  lafti 
to  all  eternity. 

III.  As  to  the  third  head,  why  he  prepares  fuch  I 
feaft  for  his  people  ?  ^a/l  1.  I'o  be  a  ibiemn  memorial 
of  his  love  to  finners,  in  fuffiering  and  dying  for  them  ^ 
and  this  memorial  is  to  be  kept  up  through  all  genera- 
tions till  Chnii^s  ftcond  coming.  Juft  fo  the  paffiovcr 
was  a  commerourating  feaft  .to  the  ifraelites  of  their  pro* 
tedlion  and  aeiiveiance  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt. 

2.  To  difcover  his  infinite  ricnes  and  goodncfs  to  poor 
finners.     So  AUdfvKtfUi,  VL^Vvt.^  u  ^«  i\.  ^*  made  a  feaft  to' 
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all  his  pnnces  and  fenrants,  to  (hew  them  the  riches  of  his 
excellent  majffty." 

^.  To  expref)  the  joy  and  fatfofaftton  he  hath  in  the 
heliever's  coming  to  him.  The  Father  of  the  prodigal 
evidenced  his  joy  for  the  return  of  his  Son  fwho  was  dead 
and  now  alive,  loft  and  found)  by  a  feaft  -nd  mufie.  O* 
tjelicvers,  this  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  Chrift's  heart; 
glad  is  he  to  fee  his  prodigals  returning,  and  this  feail  is 
die  welcome  home. 

4.  To  exprefs  his  love  .to  believers,  and  that  he  might 
have  opportunity  of  nearer  commur  ion  and  fellowship  with' 
them.  '  At  feasts,  people  have  great  freedom  and  famiit- 
arity  with  one  another,  mutual  expreGiions  of  kindnefs^ 
communicating  of  fecrets,  rejoicing  in  one  another.  O 
but  many  a  poor  foul  has  been  ravifhed  with'Chrill^s  love 
here,  and  with  the  wine  of  his  confolatxon  5  he  hath  made 
rare  difcoveries  of  his  love  to  them. 

5*  't'o  ratify  and  confirm  the  covenant  between  God  and 
us*  It  was^pfual  in  the  eaftern  couptnes  to  ratify  con- 
frad?  ^nd  covenants,  by  '^tmg  ;^hd  drinking  together.  So 
was  if  in  the  covenant  made  between  Ifaac  and  Abime* 
icfeh,  fcf  Gen,  xxvi.  aS.  30.  And  fo  it  was  a  federal  rite 
betwecp  taban  and  Jacob;  \Gen.'xxxi.  46.  between  tEe 
ffiaclitesjand  GYbeohiijfcs;*'Jo(liUa  ik^  14.  bettweeA  DaviS 
and  ^Abnerl  '2  Sa'na.  iii.  i j.'  Cohfiddr  theh/this"  is  a  co* 
Tedaiiting' lead,  here  a  foieniti  bargaiJi  between  God  and 
QS'is  f^afe^  and  ratified,  Wh^t  is  the  bargain  I  Sed  Che 
tenor  of  tK^  covenant,  Afts  xvii  31V*'  BclieVe  on  the 
iord^Jfefus  Chriil,  and  thou  fl^alt  be  lived."  Here  wc 
engage  to  believe  in  Cbrift, .  and  Chrift  en'gagies  to  fave  u«. 
Here  ^'od  promifes'to  be  to  us  a  God,  and  we  promil^  to 
be ''to  him  a 'people.  '  Here  God  promlfes  and  feals  the 
benefits  of  the  covenah't  oh  his  part,  and  we  promife  and. 
ffcal  the  duties  of  the  covenant  on  bur  part.'  Httt  God^s 
giving  lie  figns  is  a  fcal  on  his  parr,  and  out  taking  them 
is  a  feal  on  ours.  Here  Chrlft  gives  us  his  fonl  and'  bod^ 
tb  fave  us,  and  we  giv^  our  fouls  and  bodies  to  serve  him. 
Hete  God  bhid^  himfelf  to  be  falthfa)/  and  We  bind  our- 
ftlves  to  be  conftant.  Yea,  we  here  {wear  allegiance  to 
Cbrift  over  his  broken  body  and  fhed  blood. 
^'6.  To  be  a  cordial  to  his  poor  fainting  ones,  and  for 
ilr^bg^heiiini;  the'  weak  and  feeble  of  his  people.'  Many 
of  hit  |ieople  ate  fbre  call  down,  and  have  dwelt  long  with 
/^Ara  a&d  horrors  ;  and  this  is  relief  to  them,  We  Cbria 

iiniles, 
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fmilesy  and  fpeaks  peace.  Others  are  weak  in  grKti  brf 
))c  Wings  them  fupplies  ;  here  the  decayed  h«tvc  reueiiej 
their  ftrepgth  \  here  the  lame  have  been  made  to  leap  0 
an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  t^  sing. 

7.  To  fortify  and  encourage  againll  all  difficulties  md 
Iriah  we  may  meet  with  in  ChriflN  lenricc.     We  arr  to 
look  fax  reproaches  and  periccutionSf  if  ^ve  hold  b&  bj 
Christ.      Satan  and  the  world  will  not  be  idle»  (ee  Htk 
X.  23.     Here  is  a  meal  and  cordial  to  hearten  us  for  \t\ 
and  ibme  have  met  with  that  in  this  feaft  which  bath  msde 
them  chearfuUy  venture  on  fufferings,  and  refolve  pever 
to  leave  Chrift.     An  hour  of  fealing  animates  the  ibulfbr 
9B  hour  of  fufftring.     If  the  Redeemer  iiniie  on  us,  anii 
his  love  be  ihed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  we  can  bear  snr 
thing,  fuffer  any  thing,  lofe  any  thing,  and  not  be  dlT* 
conraged.     O  then  come,  and  take  in  provifion  agaipfttho 
evil  day,  for  ye  have  a  wildernefs  to  go  through.     EVijab 
was  excited  to  take  a  double  menl,  for  his  |oumey  ms 
long.     So  if  }ou  would  have  (Irength  for  your  journey,  0 
here  you  may  have  it .;  here  is  food  more  fubfilling,  dar* 
able,  and  nourifhing  than  Elijah ^s  cake  and  cruife  of  wateri 
of  which  he  ate  and  drank,  ar.d  in  the  ftrength  of  that 
meal  went  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  unto  Ho^eb  the 
mount  of  Gcd,  %  Kings  xix.  6.  8,     What  bread  aod  ^ine 
afford  to  the  body,  the  fame  doth  Chrift^  bodv  and  blood 
in  the  facrament,  received  by  faith,  affoid  to  the  foul,  viz^ 
flrengtheniug,  comforting,  nourifhment.     And  who  but  ^ 
madman  would  be  fo  cruel  to  him£elf,  as  to  deny  his  faiot 
body  its  ilated  meals  and  relief  i    O  may  it  not  hearten 
you,  that  whatever  your  ftraits,  bodily  wants,  or  neccfli- 
ties  are,  and  however  ye  may  be  defpifed^  you  have  agrenl 
King  that  honours  you,  owns  you,  takes  you  to  fead  with 
himfelf  here,  and  will  ihortly  call  you  to  the  marriage 
fupper  of  the  Lamb  above. 

8.  To  wean  you  from  the  vain  pleafures  and  comforts 
of  the  world,  and  from  fenfual  delights ;  and  to  make  you 
long  for  that  glorious  and  full  feast  above.  This  is  a  fore- 
taile  of  it,  and  fhould  (lir  up  a  hunger  for  it }  for  this  fefst 
is  the  firfl  fruits  of  heaven. 

Improvement  I.  I  infer  what  a  horrid  calumny  it  is, 
that  is  raifed  againil  the  ways  of  Chriit  by  the  devil  and 
the  world,  that  they  are  fad  and  melancholy,  pf  purpofe 
to  fright  men  from  them.  No,  you  fee  Chrid  has  royal 
feafts  for  bis  people^  the  world  knows  little  of.  A  be- 
liever 
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liever  would  not  ^vt,  a.  crumb  of  this  fpiritual  feafl  for 
many  day^c  of  worldly  fcafts. 

II.  Admire  his  condefcenfion,  thsit  the  Lord  of  glory 
fiiQuld  make  fuch  a  feaft  for  begi^ars,  fee  Luke  xir.  21. 
Ppor  worms,  vile  finners,  will  he  call  us,  that  deferve 
lot  a  do^^s  crumb  beneath  the  table,  to  come  and  fit 
iown  with,  the  children  at  the  table  ?  O  what  are  we  that 
le  (hould  deal  fo  wiih  us,  dnf  ers  vile  as  the  mire,  and 
»lack  as  hell.  You  have  far  greater  caufe  to  wonder  at 
his  privilege  than  MephiboiheLh,  2  Sam.  ix.  7.  *'  David 
iiid  to  him,  I  will  furely  ihew  thee  kindnefs  for  Jonathan 
by  fgther^s  fake,  and  will  reilore  thee  all  the  land  of 
iaul  thy  father,  and  thou  (halt  eat  bread  at  my  table 
OQdnually.**  Obferve  his  anfwer,  '*  Whatisthy  fervanty 
hat  thou  ihouldft  look  upon  fuch  a  dead  dog  as  I  am  V^ 

Hi.  How  unexcufable  are  they  who  flight  this  feafl, 
hat  has  coft  Cbrift  fo  dear,  more  than  ten  thoufand  king* 
^oms  \  He  has  made  all  things  ready,  and  has  been  cal- 
iag  finners  to  come.  Confider  how  grievoufly  the  King 
ow  it,  when  he  made  his  marriage-fupper,  and  thofe 
hat  w«re  bidden  would  not  come,  Luke  xiv.  24 \ 

IV.  Exhortation*  O  communicants  whp  have  been 
iteparing  for  this  feaft,  come  away  to  the  marriage,  all 
hings  are  ready  oq  Chrift's  part.  Object,  But  how  fhal| 
^  get  accefs  to  the  banqueting  houfe!  Anpvj.  Employ 
plurifl  to  bring  you  in.  It  is  he  alone  that  brings  his 
poufe  in.  Ypu  may  come  to  the  table,  and  get  the  out- 
^rard  elements,  but  unlefs  Chrifl  bring  you  in  to  the 
HUiquetipg  houfe,  ye  will  not  be  taken  in.  It  is  only 
thrift  can  give  you  appetites^  and  clothe  you  with  the 
ivtdding' garment  \  it  is  only  he  that  can  quicken  the 
lead  foul,  and  ftrengthen  the  weak,  ''  I  can  do  all  things 
hroiigh  Chriil  ftrend;thening  me,"  faith  Paul.  He  only 
am  tend  the  Com&iter,  the  north  and  fouth  j^ales  of 
he  Spirit.  He  only  can  remove  the  burden  of  fin,  and 
ake  away  the  heart  of  ftone,  diffblve  doubts,  and  fcat- 
er  clouds.  O  look  and  loug  for  him  then  to  bring  yot^ 
\  and  fay  with  thofe  in  John  xi.  36.  '*  What  think  ye, 
nil  he  come  to  the  feail  V  Will  he  bring  me  into  the 
ranqueting  houfe  \  will  he  touch  my  heart  and  take  me 
»y  the  hand  ?  Poor  finner,  1  will  tell  you  w^hom  he  will 
ring  in.  It  is' true,  it  is  not  every  one  j  many  come 
hronging  to  the  feaft  that  have  no'  ground  to  expert ^.tp 
>e  taken  in.    But  there  are  fome  he  will  bring  m,  and 
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thty  arc  tlicfc  :  i.  The  hungry  and  thirftj  (inner,  tliatfi 
longing  for  a  meeting  with  Chriil,  fenfible  of  his  netds 
and  wants,  and  crying,  O  a  crumb  from  his  hand,  a  drop 
from  his  wounds,  a  feal  of  pardon  from  that  table,  eUe  1 
die.  Thcfe  have  a  promife  to  be  filled,  a.  The  pow 
broken  hearten  humbled  foul,  that  has  a  deep  fenfe  oflus 
own  nothingnefs  and  unworthinefs,  faying  1  am  not  wor- 
thy that  Chrift  (hould  come  under  my  roof,  and  fiir  ]A 
worthy  that  1  {hould  come  ilindet  Chrift's  roof,  myte 
are  fo  many  aud  great.  Is  there  any  (landing  afar  of 
with  the  publican,  afraid  to  come  to  the  holy  table,  ty- 
ing, **  God  be  merciful  td  me  a  (inner,"  Chiift  will 
come  to  fuch,  Ifa.  Ivii.  15.  "  He  will  revive  the  fpirit 
^of  the  humble,  and  the  heart  of  the  contrite  flDCJ.** 
3.  The  poor  praying  and  wreflling  foul,  that  has  been 
putting  up  many  a  petition,  iigh  and  groan  for  acceiii 
faying,  **  O  that  I  knew  where  to  find  him  !**  0  wl«n 
wilt  thou  come  unto  me,  how  long  tnlt  thou  hide  tby 
face  ?  O  have  ye  been  ftormittg  heaven  with  your  crttt 
la  ft  week,  laft  night,  and  this  njorning  ?  Have  jt  been 
knocking  for  the  opening  of  the  door  of  the  banquerioj 
houfe  ?  He  will  come  and  bring  fuch  in.  4.  All  the 
friends  and  lovers  of  Chrift  will  oe  taken  in.  O  finncr, 
art  thou  fuch,  fee  thy  warrant  and  thy  welcome,  Cant, 
vi.  I.  O,  fay  fome,  I  cannot  be  a  friend  to  Chrift;  but 
'i  wifh  him  well,  and  his  people  and  intcreft.  I  cannot 
fay  I'm  a  true  lover  of  Chrift  j  but  I  find  my  liwrt 
glowing  and  warming  with  delire  to  him,  and  I  ^nU 
give  all  the  world  I  had  thefe  glowings  kindled  hUo^ 
flame.  Take  courage,  poor  foul,  Chrift  will  not  qjitiri 
the  fmoaking  flax,  he  will  blow  it  up  into  a  flame,  artii 
i?ake  thee  in.  5.  All  fincere  covenanting  fouls,  that  hate 
been  yefternight  and  this  morning  honeftiy  confentbgtfl 
the  bargain  offered  in  the  gofpei,  content  to  clofc  w^^ 
Chrift  as  he  offers  himfelf,  to  renounce  their  idob  and 
lufts,  and  to  give  Chrift  their  hearts.  Is  there  any  M 
willing  to  open  to  Chrift  5  O  then  he  will  take  you  in, 
Rev  iil.  20.  '*  If  any  man  open  the  door,  1  will  coinc 
in  to  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he  With  mc"  0 
poor  finners,  that  never  opened  your  hearts  to  Chrift,  b« 
perfuaded  to  open  to  a  bounrifol  Lord  ;  open  your  hearts 
to  him,  and  he  will  open  his  banqueting  houfe  to  you. 
O  finner,  haft  thou  no  need  of  Chrift's  dainties  ?  Art  thoa 
not  a  poor,  "getiftvvtv^,  ^-axwi^^^^iixA^  \{anu(hcd  proip^ 
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and  needeft  tbou  not  the  bread  of  life  ?  Chrift  is  at  the 
door  with  variety  of  bleflings,  and  ready  to  open  his 
tianqueting-hdufe  to  you,  O  will  ye  open  to  him  ?  Con- 
fider  that  if  ye  do  not  accept  of  Chrift,  he  may  pafs  fuch 
a  fentencc  againft  yt)u,  as  in  Luke  jciv,  24.  *'  For  1  fay 
unto  you,  that  none  of  thefe  men  which  were  bidden 
fhall  tafte  of  my  fupper/'  O,  will  it  not  be  dreadful  to 
Ice  the  faints  fitting  at  the  royal  feafl  in  heaven,  and  you 
yourfelves  (hut.  out,  like  a  company  of  ftarving  beggars 
Handing  about  the  doors  where  the  marriage -fupper  is 
kept  ?  They  fee  the  lights,  and  behold  the  rich  dilbes 
carried  up  j  they  hear  the  mirth  and  mufic  of  the  gueflsi 
but  not  a  bit  comes  to  their  (hare. 

But  as  for  you  that  are  content  to  accept  of  Chrifl  on 
his  own  terms,  come  away  to  the  marriafre-fupper,  ChriH 
the  Matter  of  the  feaft  invites  you,  and  will  make  you 
welcome.  And  in  coming  to  this  feaft,  observe  the  fol- 
lowing diredlions. 

1.  Come  with  holy  awe  and  reverence  of  God,  the 
Mafter  and  Maker  of  this  feaft.  If  ye  were  goine  to  a 
prince's  tabk,  you  would  have  fome  awe  upon  your  fpirits^ 
mind  the  Mafter  of  this  feaft  is  a  glorious,  holy  and  jea- 
lous God,  that  will  not  be  mocked. 

2.  Come  with  a  pure  heart  and  clean  hands,  wa(h  your 
hearts  in  the  tears  of  true  repentance,  cleanfe  them  of  all 
filth,  through  the  blood  of  Jcfus,  which  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin,  otherwife  you  will  affront  the  Mafter  of  this 
feaft:.  Should  a  beggar  that  has  been  wallowing  in  a 
puddle,  intrude  himfelf  in  that  condition  into  a  princess 
company  I  fit  down  at  his  table,  and  dip  his  befmeared 
hands  into  the  fame  difh  with  him,  bow  would  he  take 
it  ?  O  come  not  with  filthy  rags  and  filthy  hands  to  this 
hcly  table,  but  repent  of  every  fin,  renounce  every  fin, 
and  refolve  againft  every  fin. 

3.  Come  with  a  holy  fear  and  jealousy  over  yourfelves, 
afraid  that  you  be  not  ready-  Cry,  Lord,  let  me  not 
Wrong  Chrift  or  my  own.  foul,  this  day  !  O  let  me  not  be- 
tray the  6on  of  God  with  a  kifs  j  O  let  me  not  murder 
Chrift  or  my  own  foul,  contra  ft  blood- guiltinefs,  or  drink 
damnation.  O  what  if  I  want  the  wedding-garment  when 
the  King  comes  in  to  view  the  guefts  ! 

4.  Come  with  a  broken  and  bleeding  heart  to  view  the 
llain.Lamb.  O  will  not  the  dying  groans  and  bleeding 
wounds  of  Chrifl  move  you  ?  When  you  fee  him  ftretched 
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oat  and  Dailed,  will  ye  not  cry,  O  behold  my  Savbortliit 
Vras  nailed  for  me,  d^^ng  with  lo?e  in  his  heart,  asj 
fmiles  in  his  face  ;  O  it  was  my  fins  drove  in  thefe  d&Hs. 
Remember,  thft  fun  vailed  his  face  in  the  time  of  Gbrift*! 
fufferlngs,  fainted  at  the  fight,  and  could  not  look;  0 
vail  yours,  retire  inwardly,  and  take  amends  of  fia  the 
caufe  of  his  fuffc rings. 

c.  Hdvt  on  the  wedding  ^rment^^  viz.  Faith  In  a 
Redecjner's  rlehteoufncfs.  Come  relying  oo  him  for 
acceptance,  and  look  to  him  foD  flrength  and  furniture*, 
look  up  to  him,.  O  dead  foul,  for  life  and  quickening. 
How  unfcemly  will  it  be  to  fee  a  company  ofdeadcorpfc 
fet  down  to  the  feaft  of  the  living  God  ?  O  be  adlng 
faith  in  a  lively  manner  on  Chrift,  for  faith  is  the  life  of 
ill :  O  come  reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  Chrift's 
hands,  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  feel  the  prints  of  tbe 
nails,  and  mark  of  the  fpear,  and  cry  with  Thomas, 
•'  My  Lord  and  my  God  •,  here  will  I  red,  and  here  will 
I  ftay."  In  the  clefts  of  his  wounds  my  foul  (hall  take 
fhelter.  where  juflice  (hall  not  reach  me.. 

6.  Come  with  love,  for  it  is  a  love-feaft.  0  Ioyc 
Chrift,  that  is  both  the  Matter,  the  Maker,  and  mattcrof 
the  feaft.  Chrift's  heart  is  burning  and  bleeding  wkli 
love  to  you,  O  let  yours  do  fo  to  him.  Without  /ore 
ye  have  nothing  to  do  here.  Come  alfo  with  love  and 
charity  to  all  men,  be  ready  to  forgive  every  one,  as  jc 
would  have  God  to  forgive  you. 

7.  Come  with  panting  and  thirfting  defires,  to  fee  and     I 
meet    with  Chrift,  faying,   1  care  not  who  be  here,  if 
Chrift  be  abfent.     O  the  delire  of  my  foul  is  towards  hin 
and  the  remembrance  of  his  name. 

8.  Come  with  ex  negation,  deperwling  only  on  Chrift's 
7nerits,  God's  promlfes,  and  free  mercy  in  Chiift,  greedi- 
ly expecting  fomething  from  Chrift  this  day,  as  the  poor 
oripple  man  did  from  Peter  and  John,  A6ls  iii.  4.  c, 
**  And  Peter  faftening  his  eyes  upon  him,  with  John, 
laid,  look  on  us.  Ar»d  he  gave  heed  unto  them,  exped- 
ing  to  receive  fomething  of  them."  We  ordinarily  re- 
ceive little,  bccaufe  we  expe^  little.  O  raife  your  de- 
ilres  and  expectations,  for  you  come  to  a  merciful  and  a 
liberal  God,  that  will  not  let  the  expedtation  of  the  poor 
periQi,  Pfalm  ix.  18. 

9.  Come  reftgning  yourfelves  to  Chrift.  Give  up  your 
hearts  to  Chtift^  fM^'^?^^  Lord,  1  have  no  facrifice  to  bring 

but 
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but  my  "heatt,  O  that  il  were  a  thoufand  times  better 
than  it  is,  it  (hould  be  thine  |  Lord,  accept  of  the  poonr 
facrifice. 

I o.  Come  with  admiration  and  praife*     O  the  high' 
praifes  of  God  ihall  b^  in  our  >moi;ths :  wonder  and  praiie  * 
God  for  the  contrivance  of  our  redemption,  and  for  mafc« 
ing  choice  of  fuch  a  Redeemer.     O  wonder  and  praife 
our  Redeemer  for  leaving  his  throne  of  glory  for  a  man- 
ger j  yea,  for  acrofs  and  a  grave,  and  all  for  the  fake  of 
us.     Say,  **  Lord;  what  am  I,  that  thou  (hbuldil  part 
with  thy  glory,  yea^  with  thy  blood  and  life  for  fucli  a 
wretch  as  I  am  ?  O  how  am  I  afhamed,  that  I  love  thee 
no  more  ;  my  heart  is  cold,  my  tongue  is  flow,  I  cannot 
love,  I  cannot  praife.     O  let, heaven  and  earth,  angels- 
and  men,  join  and  extol  his  free  grace  and  wondrour 
love."     If  ye  come  in  fuch  a  frame,  you  will  be   takeii ' 
into  the  banqueting  houfc,  and  his  banner  over  you  will, 
be  love.     And  this  leads  me  to  fpeak  a  word  to  xhtbaom 
ner  of  love, 

Chrifl  upon  the  crofs  hath  lifted  Up  a  banner  of  love, 
he  hath  declared  himfelf  willing  to  receive  every  foul  that 
will  come  under  his  banner,  and  lift  himfelf  to  fight  un- 
der bis  colonrs.  As  ye  are  prbfefling  to  leave  the  devil's 
ftandard.  and  come  to  Chrift,  by  taking  your  facrament, 
(which  ufed  to  be  a  military  oath  among  the  Romans) 
and  fwcaring  allegiance  to  Chrift  5  O  mind  ye  are  not  to 
drawback,  but  to  follow  tRe  Captain  of  your  falvation, 
and  fight  againft  the  devil, 'the  world,  and  the  flefti.  If 
ye  perjure  yourfelves^  and  return  to  your  old  ways,  fay- 
ing, welcome,  drunken  cups,  bloody  oaths,  lying,  &c. 
ye  will  incur  all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  and  vengeance  of 
the  gofpcl  alfo.  O  ye  will  fink  deeper  into  hell  than  o-' 
thers,  and  ye  will  be  made  to  cry,  would  to  God  I  had 
been  the  fon  of  a  Pagan  or  Mahometan.  Wherefore 
own  and  ftand  by  the  banner  of  Chrift  ;  and  to  encourage, 
you  to  ftedfaftnefs,  keep  in  mind  that  you  have,  i.  A 
noble  General,  who  hath  already  conquered,  and  is  ready 
•to  join  you  in  the  fight.  2.  A  noble  caufe  5  it  is  the 
Lord's  battle,  they  ar^  God's  enemies,  and  enemies  to 
your  fouls  alfo.  3.  You  have  noble  weapons,  the  fhield 
of  faith,  fwoid  of  the  Spirit,  &c.  they  are  impenetrable 
and  full  proof.  4.  Noble  pay»  a  white  ftone,  a  crown, 
and  a  new  name,  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter,  5.  Ye 
'  are 
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are  fore  of  vlftory,  if  yc  fight  raliantly,  for  Chrift  will 
&ixly  bring  joa  out  of  the  field. at  length. 
'  A  banner  is  a  figrn  of  union  ;  it  ficrnifies  that  all  who 
rc&rt  to  it,  are  united  i6  one  cotnpany,  under  fuch  a  cap- 
tain :  O  then  Andy  union  among'*  yourfelves.  Let  the 
confideration  of  Chrift's  loTe  move  you  all  to  be  united 
and  to  love  one  another.  O  (hnn  diviiion,  difcord.  flan- 
dering  and  backbiting ;  ye  are  foldiers  of  one  company, 
and  under  one  Captain,  and  if  you  divide,  enemiev  vill 
reap  advantage.  Again,  a  bamier  is  -a  fi^n  of  proteflion, 
and  love  is  the  banner  that  engages  Chriil  to  proted  his 
people  ;  as  long  as  Chrifl  loves  his  people,  he  \vill  pro^ 
tf&  and  defend  them.  O  then  mind  your  work  in  evil 
times,  flee  to  ChriA's  love,  and  abide  in  this  love  ;  keep 
your  fouls  in  the  love  of  God,,  clear  up  the  evidences  of 
Chrifl^s  love,  and  fo  you  may  look  to  him  for  prote6lioa 
and  through-bearing  in  the  worll  cafe;  men  or  devils 
fkall  do  you  no  hurt,  .while  his  banner  over  you  is  love. 
Lqfifyf  A  banner  difplayed  fignifies  viftory  :  When  con- 
querors won  a  city,  they  di^layed  their  colours  on  the 
walls  ;  O  has  Chrift  this  day  won  your  hearts,  conquer- 
cd  your  enemies  and  lufts,  and  difplayed  his  banner  there- 
upon.  O  it  is  love  that  engaged  him  to  make  fuch  a 
conque/l.  Be  faithful  to  your  friendly  Conqueror,  and 
l^t  not  thefe  enemies  and  rebels  get  into  the  city  again. 
O  hold  out  the  city,  and  fight  valiantly  under  ChriiVb 
banner ;  be  not  cowardly,  do  not  bafely  furrender  the 
fort  that  Chrift  hath  won ;  he  has  won  it,  let  him  wear 
it,  let  him  poflefs  the  throne  for  ever.  Say  to  Chrift,  as 
the  men  of  Ifrael  faid  to  Gideon,  Judges  viii.  22.  "  Rule 
thou  over  us,  for  thou  haft  delivered  us  out  of  the  hand 
of  Midian."  O  but  Chrift  has  delivered  you  out  of  the 
bands  of  fatan  j  fubmit  therefore  kindly  to  his  govern- 
ment and  laws,  own  him  as  a  King  as  well  as  a  Pricll  ; 
furrender  willingly  the  keys  of  your  hcait  to  him,  and 
keep  your  heart  for  him. 
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